
CONTENTS 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

LIST OF CASES 

CHAPTER - 1 PRELOGUE 

1. INTRODUCTORY 

2. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY AREA 

A. Prelude to Meghalaya. 

B. Enviro-Geographical survey. 

C. Climatic Condition.' 

D. Social Set up. 

E. Early Background of Khasis. 

F. Family Structure. 

G. Institution of Marriage. 

H. Divorce. 

I. Inheritance. 

J. Adoption. 

K. Maintenance. 

L. Minority and Guardianship. 

M. Land Tenure System. 

N. Land Holding System. 

0. Jhum Cultivation. 

P. Permanent Cultivation. 

Q. Administration of justice. 

3. REVIEW OF LITERATURE. 

4. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY. 

5. LAY OUT OF THE STUDY. 

CHAPTER-2 

... 
1-11. 

111-X. 

1-42. 

2-10. 

10-30. 

10-13. 

14-15. 

15. 

15-17. 

17-19. 

19-20. 

20-21. 

21-23. 

23. 

23. 

23-24. 

24. 

24-26. 

26-27. 

27-28. 

28. 

31-37. 

37-40. 

40-42. 

43- 71. 



\_ 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Background. 

The genesis. 

First stage. 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948. 

Second stage. 

Development of right to healtl~y environment. 

Certai1i treaties of Global application. 

National Constitutions. 

Indian position. 

CHAPTER-3 

43-53. 

45-46. 

46-48. 

48-49. 

49-50. 

50..:53. 

53-55. 

55-57. 

57-61. 

61-71. 

72-96. 

CONCEPTUAL AND CONSTITUTIONALFUONDATION 

1.- OTHER CONSTlTUTIONS AND DOCUMENTS. 74-82. 

2. INDIAN FRAMEWORK. 82-88. 

I. CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL PROVISIONS. 83-88. 

II .. ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATIONS IN INDIA. 88-96. 

A. General. 88-92. 

B. Forest and wild life 

C. Water: 

D. Air. 

CHAP'l'ER - 4 

SCOPE OF THE. RIGHT. 

I. Traditional Rights of Tribal people. 

II. Right against soil pollution. 

III. Right against tobacco smoking. 

IV. Right to Cultural Heritage. 

92-96. 

92-93. 

93··96. 

97-160. 

98-145. 

100-106. 

106. 

106-107. 

107-108. 

- V. Right arising out of Environmental damages. 108. 

VI. Right to Traditional methods of Environmental 

Protection. 108-109. 



VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

Right against hazardous substances. 

Right to ecological balance. 

Right to pollution free water. 

109. 

110. 

110-114. 

X. Right to trade, occupation and environmental protection. 

XI. ' Right to pollution free air. 

XII. Right against noise pollution. 

XIII. Right to protection and conservation of forest. 

XIV. Right of animals against hunting. 

XV. Right to enVironment and health information. 

XVI. Right to environment of prisoners. 

XVII. Right to environment of mentally ill persons. 

XVIII. Right to environment of disabled persons. 

XIX. Right to health. of workers. 

XX. Right To Environment of other species. 

LIMITATIONS. 

REMEDiES. 

1. Constitutional Remedies. 

I. Writ Jurisdiction. 

II. Public Interest Litigation. 

III. Compensatory Remedies. 

2. Civil Remedies. 

I. Under the torts. 

II. Compensation under PLI Act. 

3. Criminal Remedy. 

I. Action Under the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

II. Action under the Environment (Protection) Act. 

CHAPTER-S 

ROLE OF. TI!E JUDICIARY 

114-115. 

115-118. 

118-120. 

120. 

120. 

120-131. 

·131 ~-1-33~ 

134-138 .. 

138-139. 

139-145. 

145-146. 

146-151. 

151-160. 

151-152. 

152-154. 

154-155. 

159-160. 

155. 

160. 

160. 

160. 

161-243. 



Position in India. 

Noise Pollution. 

Development vs. Environment. 

Soil Pollution. 

Application of International principles. 

Right to en-\iironrnent. 

Position in other countries. 

America. 

Colombia. 

Costa Rica. ' 

Argentina. 

Guatemala. 

Pakistan. 

Bangladesh. 

CHAPTER-6 

163-241. 

164-167. 

170-173. 

173-174. 

174-179. 

179-241. 

241-243. 

241. 

241. 

241. 

242. 

242. 

242. 

243. 

244-278. 

1. WORKING OF THE PRESENT ENVIRONI'v1ENTAL 

LEGISLATIONS 

1. A PREVIEW. 245. 

2. WOKING OF THE PRESENT ENVIRONMENTAL 

LEGISLATIONS. 

A. The \Vater Act 1974. 

B. The VI.' ater Cess Act, 1977. 

C. The Air Act 1984. 

D. The environment (Protection) Act 1986. 

E. The Public Liability Insurance Act 1991. 

F. The National Environmental Act 1995. 

245-262. 

250-251. 

250-251. 

251-252. 

252-254. 

254-255. 

256-257. 



G. The Indian Forest Act 1927. 

H. The Atomic Energy Act 1962. 

I. The Wild Life ·Protection Act 1972. 

256-257. 

257. 

257. 

J. The National Environmental Appellate Authority Act 1997. 

258. 

K. The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. 259. 

L. Hazardous Waste (Management & Handling) Rules 1989. 

260. 

M. The Manufacture, Storage and Import of Hazardous 

Chetnicals Rules, 1989. 260. 

N. The Manufacture, use, 

Hazardous. 

0. The Factories Act 1948. 

import, export and storage of 

261. 

262. 

2. PROBLEMS IN ENFORCEMENT OF LEGISLATIONS. 262-263. 

3. POLICY INSTRUMENTS FOR POLLUTION ABETMENT. 264. 

4. INITIATIVES TAKEN FOR POLLUTION PREVENTION. 265. 

5. AN OVERVIEW. 267-270. 

CHAPTER-7 279- 31>~. 

EPILOGUE 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 3<!>3"-3/? ... 


