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Can MGNREGA be a Tool for Rural Livelihood
Recovery after COVID-19?

SidharthaSankar Laha

Introduction

In rural areas, major livelihood activities are irregular mainly due to seasonal
fluctuations in agriculture and allied activities. This leads to periodic withdrawal
from the labour force, especially by the marginal labourers, who shift back and forth
between what is reported as domestic and gainful work. Many workers migrate to
other parts of the country in search of work. Lack of alternate livelihoods and skill
development are the primary causes of migration from rural areas.

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), the single largest government sponsored scheme aimed at providing
employment and reducing migration, if properly leveraged can provide some support
to the labours who have returned to villages. This is possible only when communities
and field staff have the capacities to plan for their villages and are aware of the
provisions made under the act for the most vulnerable sections of the society.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, India is facing a severe challenge of
unemployment and reverse migration Migrant workers are heading back to their
nativeplaces in the hope of sustaining themselves better than they would be able to

manage in hostile living conditions in host locations with limited work opportunities.
Most migrant workers are daily-wage earners, and the absence of work for extended
periods makes it difficult to afford the high cost of living in urban areas. Added to
this is the uncertainty around the timelines for normalization of the current
situation.

The COVID-19 outbreak and government-led measures to contain it are having
widespread effects on rural economies across the world. This disease is affecting all
aspects of rural society, both directly when people from rural communities fall ill, but
also because of the social distancing restrictions that are in place to limit the progress
of the disease. It is affecting household incomes and rural businesses in every sector
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The pandemic COVID 19 is an unprecedented challenge to human civilization. The whole worldhas
been going through a massive crisis maínly medically as well as economially; No excepion in India.
The COVID-19 has seriously affecuing health and disrupting the livelihood and overall wellbeing of

people in Indía. However, the situation is exacerbating for the infornmal worker during theCOVD 19

crisis. Indian working cass people including migrant workers have faced a sharp rise in severe

unemployment due to severe economic lockdown. The situation of wonen workers is more
vulnerable. In the cducaion sector, the student community, particularly, those who are economically

bacward, has been affected very badly, This erisis is disproportionately impacting Physicaly
Challenged Persons. In Indin, PCPs are normally disadvantaged socially and cconomically. However,

the situation has bcen changing The whole world has been fighting against this COVID-19 crisis

together. The book "DISADVANTAGED GROUPS AND THE COVID-19 CRISIS IN INDIA:

NO ONE LEFT BEHIND" has pertaining to the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on socio
cconomic conditions of the people, especially to informal workers, the poor, and the marginalized

sections of the society in India. Overall, this volume is an academic attempt to deepen the discourse
on the impactof the current pandemic COVID-19 and the responses to COVID-19 under the critical

principle of leaving no onc behind.
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