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Can MGNREGA be a Tool for Rural Livelihood
Recovery after COVID-19?

Sidhartha Sankar Laha

Introduction

In rural areas, major livelihood activities are irregular mainly due to seasonal
fluctuations in agriculture and allied activities. This leads to periodic withdrawal
from the labour force, especially by the marginal labourers, who shift back and forth
between what is reported as domestic and gainful work. Many workers migrate to
other parts of the country in search of work. Lack of alternate livelihoods and skill
development are the primary causes of migration from rural areas,

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), the single largest government sponsored scheme aimed at providing
employment and reducing migration, if properly leveraged can provide some support
to the labours who have returned to villages. This is possible only when communities
and field staff have the capacities to plan for their villages and are aware of the
provisions made under the act for the most vulnerable sections of the society.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, India is facing a severe challenge of
unemployment and reverse migration Migrant workers are heading back to their
native places in the hope of sustaining themselves better than they would be able to
manage in hostile living conditions in host locations with limited work opportunities,
Most migrant workers are daily-wage earners, and the absence of work for extended
periods makes it difficult to afford the high cost of living in urban areas. Added to

this is the uncertainty around the timelines for normalization of the current
situation.

The COVID-19 outbreak and government-led measures to contain it are having
widespread effects on rural economies across the world. This disease is affecting all
aspects of rural society, both directly when people from rural communities fall ill. but
also because of the social distancing restrictions that are in place to limit the progress
of the disease. It is affecting household incomes and rural businesses in EVETY SeCtor



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20,

21.

» Disadvantaged Groups and the Covid-19 Crisis in India: No One Left Behind

Minati, S. (2013). MGNREGA and Financial Inclusion — An Inter-District Analysis of
Odisha. JOSR Jourmal Of Humanities And Social Science (TOSR-JHSS), Volume 14, Issue 2,
Navneet, 5. (2015), “MGNREGA: Its Implication in India." International Journal of Science
Technology & Managemens, Volume No.04, Special Issue No.01.

Padma, D. (2015). “MGNREGA and Rural Distress in India." International Journal of
Humanities and Social Science Invention, Volume 4 Issue 8.

Panda, B. &Umdor, § (2011), Appraisal and Impact Assessment of MGNREGA in Assam
North-Eastern Hill University. (n.d.).

Rajendra, N., Sakina, D., & Rajesh, G. (2018). Analysis of Payment Delays and Deiay
Compensation in NREGA Findings across Ten States for Financial Year 2017-18,

Ramesh, C., & Srivastva, S. (2014). “Changes in the Rural Labour Market and Their
Implications for Agriculture. " Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 49, No. 10, pp. 47-54,

Roshni, P. (2017). “MGNREGA and Its Role in Rural Development." International
Jowrnal of Scientific and Research Publications, Volume 7, Issue 11,

Sanjoy, S. (2013). “Rural Poverty Alleviation Programmes: A Study Of Mgnrega [n
Manipur.” International Journal of Humanities and Social Science Irvention, Volume 2 Issue 5,

Smt.Pushpa, S. (2014). “Implementation and Impact of MGNREGA on Agriculture

Produces.” SSARSC International Journal of GeoSclernce and Geo-Informatics, Volume || Tssue
1.

Sudarshan, Ratna M. (2011} “India’s National Rural Employment Guarantee Act:
Women's Pamicipation and Impacts in Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, and Rajasthan”
Research Report Summary 06, Institute of Development Studies. (n.d.).

Tanisha, E., KV, R, Bhaskar, S, §S, R., Bhaskar, R., Ajay, B., Rajeev, S. (2013)

“Agricultural and Livelihood Vulnerability Reduction through the MGNREGA
Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 48, No. 52, 94-103.



Worldwide Circulation through Authorspress Global Network
First Published in 2021
by
Authorspress
Q-2A Hauz Khas Enclave, New Delhi-110 016 {India)

Phone: () 9818049852

E-mail: authorspressgroupgmail com

Website: www.authorspresshooks. com

Disadvantaged Groups and the Covid-19 Crisis in India:
No One Left Behind

ISBN 978-93-90891-47-4

Copyright € 2021 Editors

Concerned authors are solely responsible for their views, opinions, policies, copymght
infringement, legal action, penalty or loss of any kind regarding their articles, Neither the
publisher nor the editors will be responsible for any penalty or loss of any kind if claimed in
future. Contributing authors have no right to demand any royalty amount for their articles.

Prnted in India at Thomson Press {India) Limited



y . A fri. et ]

The pandersie OO 19 i an uoprocedeniod challenge o hutman civiliation. The whole wirkd heaa
Feeer) gumeg Winvmigh & massnor cros rraly modically ae well as economically, No exceprion in India.
e £ 0 WTTE-17 has sericmanly sffervng bealth and diweupring the Bvcihood and overall wellbeing of
oo un Drschia. Flormever, the sitsatinn n execerbatimg for the informal worker during ihe COVTD- 19
croan, Dodian workdng chas people Ineludmg enberant wuthers have faced & sharp rine i deviere
gnempnkrmnent due o soverr ccomiuiee heChalown The siumtion of wunen worlier 0 mog
sincrabie. [n the cducaoon scton, the moedent communiry, partcalark, theie whi sre economiically
beckwnnl has been sffected very bufly. Thin cnsis i disproportionamdy impacting Piwsically
{ hallenped Persons, In Iadia, PCPs are normally dowdvantagesd socmally arul cormomically, However,

« sitation hae been chanmng The whole world hus been fipghting ajminse thin COVIE-1 eriss
ingrther, The book "DISADVANTAGHD GROUDPS AND THE COVID-19 CRUSIS N N A
SN0 ONE LEFT BEHINT® has pertamning o0 the COVID- 19 pandere and (e impact on sock-
conneamic concditnns of the people, expecially i informal wisthets, the poor, and the marsnsliEed
serninens of the sockety in India. {weral), thas volume i an acodemse arempt i deepen the disenrse
o the rpact of the cur oot |‘.a'I||t e CON D 19 a0 the gty niaes i DO TE- 18 under the ennesl

i aPEFRLAT il liraw B Pl £ 30 |":1'.'.':|'I|i.

Profils of Confributors:

Sugats Sen Assocus Professor Depament of Econcmics, Panskur Bunarmad Coflage |Autunomous | Wersl Benpal
Soumitra Mundy, Associats Protessor Degarsmant of Economics, Narasinna Dunl Colega, West Bengal

Soumya Sengupta. Faculty, Depanrmentof Compubar science, Parmkurs Banamali Colags {Autonomus |, Ve2st Bangal
Hillal Kismar Chakrabartl, Former Professar, Dapartment of Econamics, Unsersay al Morh Bengod Wast Bangs

W Thangarsj. Former Professor Daparment ol Ecanomrecs, Universdy of Madras, Chann

Sidhariha Sankar Laha_Assocais Professor, Deparmentof LLAE. Univarsity of Morth Banpal, WesiBangal

Sanjib Mandal. Asscciate Profeascr, Department of Econumics, Ragan| Lnsersy, Weest Bangal

Andl Bhuaimak, Vies-Chancellar, Rmigen) Unrearaity, West Bangs!

Wy Sanghamitra Purkait, Research soholar, Departinant o Geagraghy. Demond Harbow Wemen's University, Wit Bengal
Manish Baidya Astytant Professor, Department of Commeres, Kalivagan] Colege, Wis! Bengal

! Sujoy Kanti Ghoshal, Assstart Professor Department of Economics. 5. Joseoh's College. West Bengal

17 Talika Kar Assistan] Professo Daparment of Ecanamice, Chachel Colisgs, Wes! Bengal

13, Tapan Kumar Ghosh, Assoclate Professar Departmaent of Econamecs, Ananda Chonara Colegs, West Bengal

14 Parpmita Desgupta, Associain Preessar, Departmant of Economics, Ananda Chandrs Colege, \Weat Bengal

15 Jayeeta Deshmukh Assstan Professor, Department of Economics, Presidency Lireversily, Wesd Bangal

16 ParomiaRay, Gues! Faculty. Department of Sanskr, Ragany University, Wirsl Bangal

{7 Dabasinh Praghan Libesian (Asvocate Scale), 51 Jossph's Collages, Wes! Bangal

14 Sumita Rai, Associale Profesaor Depertmant of Poillicsl Sceence, 5t Joseph's Cofisge, West Bergal

1% Pramanng Gurang Libranan, Mok Dogree College Wi Bangal

20 Privanks Banik, State Aded Codene Teachar (SACT), South Calcults Girls’ Collegs. Wasl Bangs!

21, Bishal Rai, Assislant Professar, Denatmant of Bconcmics, 51 Joseph's College, West Bengal

22 Prigten Sherpe, Ph B Schodar Jawaharial Neivd Uinsarsiy, Now Leh

3 Ankar Gupta Bhnya, Aasisient Teachsr of Economict, Ghogomali Migh Sohasd, Wea! Bengal

24 Sumbre Maha (Des), Sssmtam Prolesor, Deustmant of Econormes, Jiigue Manila Manabidyalog, Wesl Bengal

25 Powal Dutts Siske deded Colwine Taghir (G800 T] Al Gits Collags, Wea! Bangs

S TR O i oo N b R

a
-

ISBN 978-93-90891-47-4

AUTHORSPRE S § 9 I:rn!alul BJ!J'

i wlipry of [opative @ G husleely Risen

T 1200 | $45




