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1'1~ \vas at the request of Raja Binaya Krishna, 
a descendant of J\1aharaja Nubkissen's, that I 
undertook to write this book. The materials were 

· obtaiiled by the efforts and at the expense of the 
Raja, and he has also borne the cost of printing and 
publication. 
• · Tl1e Hou'ble Sir John V/ oodburn, a~ Member in 
charge of the Home Department of the Government 
of Indi~, gave permission to search the old records 
in the Library of his Office. Mr. (now, Sir William) 
Cuuiugham, Secretary to the Foreign Department, 
gave; at the request of the Hon'ble Sir A. E. Miller, 

' access to the records in the Librarv of his Office. The 
" 

Hon'ble Mr. H. J. S. 0otton allowed a search in 
the records of the Bengal Office. ~1essts. Grimley, 
Bolton and N. K. Bose granted permission to search 
the papers in the office of the Board of Revenue, 

• Lower Provinces. Raj•1 Rajendra N ::trayan Deb 
Bahadur offered help by lending papers and books 
from his library. Dr. Murison rendered valuable 
services by supplying copies of papers that he found 
by a diligent search in the British Museum aud 
the Library of the India Office. To the memory 
of Raja Rajeudra Narayan and Mr. N. K. Bose 
a grateful tribute is offered ; aud Raja Binaya 
Krishna. and myself tender our warmest ~.tcknow]edg­
ments to the other gentlemeu for the help they 
have given. 



PREFACE. Yl 

For all opinions expressed in the book and for 
de~ects of style aud arrangement none is respon­
sible except myself. ~ o portion of the work has 
been touched by any hand but llline. • 

In the spelling of Indian names I haYe followed 
the custom of leading English writers aucl not any 
principles of transliteration. The subject of these 
::VIemoirs appears to have been in the habit of 
signing his name as "~ ubki::;seu." In coutem­
pornry documeuts he is gelJCrally referred .to as 
~ ubkissen, N obkisseu or Noboki:-;smt. There is 
high authority also f(n· writing "~ uncotwH·.~ 

The Index has been compiled by my son-iu-law, 
A~-ihu Tush Deb, ::\I.A. 

Tu~~ '' hDLI:\ "X.ITioN '' 0FFic~>, } 

Calcutta, Septelllbcr 25, 1901. 

N. ~. GHOSE. 
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MAHARAJAH NUBKISSEN BAHADUR. 

CHAPTER I. 

• .1\.NCEf:lTRY AND Tnm AND PLACE oF Bmrn. 

IF it is true · that the world does not know its greatest 

men, it is 'true no less that men do not invariably know their 

best fnends or their greatest benefactors. It is probably as 

true now as it was in the days of Macaulay thatscarcely "one 
in ten, even among English gentlemen of highly cultivated 

minds, can tell who won the battle of Buxar, who perpetrated 

the massacres of Patn:t, whether Sujah Dowlah ruled in 
Oude or in Tt·ava-ncore, or whether Holkar was a Hindu or 

a Mussulman Prince." The great Reviewer regretted that 
the ordinary Englishman 'Nas so little "curious to know how 

.;t handful of his countrymen, separated from their home by 
an immense ocean, subjugated in the course of a few years, 
one of the greatest empires in the world." There is little 
reason to wonder, therefore, that Englishmen have even 

less information and curiosity about those silent and sect·et, 
because qniet and unambitious workers, especially if they 

are of another complexion and denizens of another 

clime, who furnished the ideas a1_1d suggested the steps 
that led to the establishment of England's great empire 
in the east. If they know so little of the achievements of 

Clive and Hastings, what can they know of the counsels of 

~ubkissen,-the plaris he made, the information he gave, t,he 

protection he rendered, the dangers he braved or warnE>d 
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against, the light he threw on the de>igns of :;\fahonwd:m 

rulers, the intrieacieR lw nnravellrd. tlw pf'ace he mainb.ined, 

tlH' pos~ibilities of empire that he saw and revealed to a 

body of' mrrch:tnts, bold and ad venturous no Joul,t,, but 

apparmtly not Jf't alivtl to the grandeur of the prospeet before 

them? The formal Histories are as a rule silent ahont 

N ubkisscn, or else they retail trivial gossip. Governor V erP!st, 

an unimpeachable authority on the affairs of his own times, 

does justice in a general way to N ubkissen's services. 
"Nubkissen is R Native Hindu who had been extremely zealom~ 

in the English cause during the troubles preceding Meer .Tafft~·'s 

p]evation to the Snbahdaree. ·when the war broke out '"ith ~1eer 
C'ossim, he attended Major Adams and continued with that commander 
till the Subahdar was driven out of the Provinces. His Rddress Rnd 
attflcl:ment to the English recommended him to Lord •clive, who 
made him Banian to the Committee, in which he eontinued three 
years, likewise of Mr. Verelst's career." 

And Lonl Thurlow referred to him m t.hc following 

terms, addre>'sing the Housr of Lords during thr trinl of • 

'" arren Hastings : 
"Nnbkissen was the Persian pr<>ceptor of Mr. Hastings so far 

back as the year 1750, when tlwy were both young- men, anrl that he 
was indebted for his elevation, his present hig-h rank and grt'at 

fortune, solely to his early connection with Mr. Hastings, during 
whose administration he only stood inferior in point <>f emolument! 

or political consequence to Mahomed Reza Cawn." 

Unfortunately, historians have not thonght fit. to indicate 

the specific character of his services or to show the nat.ure 

and sources of his "political consecpwnee." l\1 ill makes no 
reference to him ; Orme does not, mention him ; his name 

is absent from the pages of Sir John Malcolm. An acute 

observer of Indian life has said with truth : 
"As Europeans have ever rPceiveil credit for work really done b,r 

natives, it is more than probable that many diplomatic re~ults which 
go by other:>' name were really attainerl by Navakrislma.'' 

It is scarcely possible for a writer to-day, especially where 

he has littlf' opportunity of accr:"s to old and official rf'cords, 
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to supply the gap which hist01:ians have left. - But. if he 

cannot unearth political facts buried in ancient and possibly 

secret records, he may dissipate some at least of the fictions 

that time and authority have come to associate with a 

great n:tme. He m:ty :tlso tht•ow some light on the social and 

personal history of a distinguished historic -chamctet·. The 

attempt that is made in these pages has no other than the 

_modest purpose of piecing together the available facts, politi­

cal and pr·ivate, of Maharajah Nubkissen's career, of calling 

att.ention to the sort of evidence on which certain current 
it.Leas in regard to his work and character depend, and of 

presentit1g a sketch of the man and his times, which shall be, 

as fat' as distance of time and the changed lights and shadows 

of societ.y.will allow, real and faithful. 

As regards the ancestry of Nubkissen, the one original 

document that it is possible to discover is a manuscript 

entitled "An Account of the late Maharajah Nubkissen 

• Bahadoor, required by and .:lelivered to A. Stirling, Esq., 

Persian Secr·etary to Government, on the 30th Apri( 1825." 
This was written either by Ri:tja Sit· Radhakauta Deva Baha-' 

du1·, K.C.f::l.I., or by some other person or persons at his 

instance and undet· his guidance. lt is obviously based on 

J'amily trad1tion ; possibly it embodies also the traditional 

gossip of society. How much of it is absolute historical 

truth it is difficult to say, but there is no reason to rPject 

it excPpt where it is manifestly improb:tble, self-contra­
dictory, or in, conflict with ascertained facts. It is certainly 

the basis of as much . as relates to l\Lthamjah N ubkisseu 

in the Rapid Sketch of the L~fe of Raja Radhakanta 
Dem Bahadoor, t:Jith some Notir.es of his Ancestors, bl' the 

Edit01·s of the Raja's Sahdakrtlpadruma ( 1859 ). In this 

country family history is most gCiwrally preseved in the 

form of tradition ; and ordinarily 3uch legends are reliable. 

A man ti-ansmits to his son the story of the family just as he 

learnt it from his father. Any errors that he may deliberately 
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or carelt•ssly commit are liable to be corrected by the 

elders of his society, fot· a man's family history is often 

known to many persons besides himself. This Account is the 

f'ru·liest record of the origin of the family of tlw Sovabazar 

Rtjas. It has all the appe:trance of a carefully a•Cilrtained 

and honestly accepted narrative; and it must be presumed 
to have b?en pt·epared with a due sense of responsibility as 
it had to be dc~livered to Government in response to a 

rt't[uisition. Thirty-four years after its submission to (iovern­
ment., the editors of the Sal)(lak·alpadnona -an eneyclopredia 
of Sanskrit learning-took the responsibility of publishiyg 

the Rapid Sketch, which, for its notice of ~ ubkis~en, was 

wholly indebted to the Acconnt. 

The "foundPr " of the family, in the sPnse. in which 

that word is understood by the ghatakas-genealogists or 

hera1ds,-that is, the earliest member of it who receivPd a 

definite social recognition, was Srihari Deva, the twenty­
fomth in ascent from ~ubkissen. He was sPttled in a • 

village named IG.nsona near Moot·tilwdabad. Several of 
his descendants came to be men of wealth and position, 

but it is not necessary here to mention any of them un.til 
we come to Devidas :Mujmooadar, eightePnth in descPnt, 

who was appointed Kanungoe of Pergunna Moomgacha­
in the di:;trict of 2.!-Pergunnas, where he came to residP. 

Rukmini Kanbt, one of the sons of Devidas, sPttled in 

Panchag1·am, and was appointed by l\lahabat Jung, Nawab of 
Moo1·shedahad, m:tnager of the estate of Keshub Ham Hay 

Chaudhuri, the minor Zemindar of Pergunna' :;\1ooragacha. 

Hnkmini Kanta Vyavaharta, for so he was called, was suc­

cPeded in the managPment of the estate by his eldf'st son 
HamPswa,·a. Ihmchurn, the second son of Rampswara, pro­

ceedeLl to 1\'Ioorshedabad, introduced himsell' to the Hoy-Hoyan 

Chain Roy, and offered to increase the rerenue of Pergunna 
Mooragacha to Hs. 50,000. He was appointed Ohdada1', or 

Revenue farmer, for that pergunna. He quitted hi~ abode in 
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Pergunna M:ooragacha and built a house at Govindpore m 

Calcutta, where, having left his fiunily, he proceeded to Moor­
shedabad and presented himself to Nawab Mahabat Jung and 

the Roy-Royan. He was appoin·ed Salt Agent and Collector 

of Hijl.i, Tumlook, 1\Iahishadul, and some other places. 
He appears to have acquitted himself with great credit, for 

the Nawab afterwards appointed him Dewan of the Pro-. 

vince of Cuttack. The Sub.~hdar of the Province, Maniruddin 

Khan, and Dewan Ram Chum, were sent by the Nawab 

with a considerable force to oppose a l\fahratta incursion. 

Oy their way from Midnapore to Cutblck they wPre caught 

at a disa!:lvantage, and the Dewan, though he fought bnively, 

at last fell overpowered. Dewan Ham Churn left th1·ee 

infant soni, says the Account; and his property was lost to 

the family by the death of Fakhar Tojjar, a wealthy merchant 

of Hughly, in whose custody it had been kl'pt. 
Nubkissen was the youngest of the three sons. They 

• could not all have been literally infmts at the time of thl'ir 

father's dl'ath, but they must all have been young, and 

.Nubkissen was in all probability an infant. His eldrst 

brother was Ram Sunder, and his next eldrr was Manick 
Chunder. Df'w:m Ram Chum had not probably had time to 
jquire any landed property. He had built only a house in 
Calcutta, and as he had sepamtAd from his relativl's and wns 

living in Calcutt:a only with his wife and little childrrn, 

whom again he had to leave whenever he had to proceed on 

business, it is ve1·y likely that he had left his personal estate 
with one or more friends whom he trusted. And that I'Stnte 

was liable to be lo;.t to the family either by the death of any 
of those friends, or by his own death. A trust of which no 

living person was aware migl1t be betrayed with impunity. 
Ram Churn's widow, who, according to a certain tradit.ion, 

came from the family of the Boses of Sarisa, appears to have 

had some littl~ property in her possession with which she was 

able to maintain and educate her children and to build a new 
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house in Govindpore, her former residence having been 
encroached on by the river. When Ram Sunder became fit 
for business he at first did the duties of Ameen or Supervisor 
of Punchcote, commonly caJled Puchet, and some other 

places, and supported his family (which is to be un+lerstood 
in a Hindu sense) for sonw years. 

The place of N nbkissen's birth is uncertain. It is not 

possible to ascertain whether he was bom at Mooragacha 
and was a member of "the family" that was ld't in the 

house in Calcutta when his father proceeded to Moorshedabad, 
or he was born in that house itself aftet· the f:unily l~tl 

migrated there. Govindpore, it may he arlckd, \vas the 
site of the present Fort 'Villiam, the lines of which wPre 
traced by Olive in 1758. The probability is tha' as Ram 
Churn held his two last appointments after his removal to 
Govindpore, the youngest of his "infant sons" was born 
there. The appointments too could not have been heLl for 
any length of time. If N ubkissen was actually born at • 
Go rind pore there is a fit1wss in the decree of dt•st.iny that 
reared a bulwark of England's empire in the east ou the 

very soil that received the child that was eventually to hPlp 
in laying the foundations of that empire. What a discovPry 
it would be that would identify the place of N ubkisspn'~ 

birth as the very spot where the corner-stone of the Fort 
was laid! 

Thfl date of Nubkissen's birth is even more uncPrtain 
than the place. 'l'he Account describes him as "a youth 
attending school" in 1756 when he is said to have been 
appointed Mnnshi to the East India Company. The RaJ,id 

Sketclt 1 epresents him in more prrcise terms as a " youth of 
16" in that year. These statements have to be rejected, 
for one fact which stands on high authority and is least 
open to question is that N ubkissen was the Persian 
preceptor of .Mr. Hastings as tiu· Lack as 17 ;)0 when he 
must have left ~chool and could not certainly Le a Loy of 



MAHAnA.TAH NuBKISSEN BAHADUR. 7 

ten. Lord Chancellor 'l'hurlow wai3, in the language of 
Macaulay, " the most conspicuous champion of Warren 
Hastings." It cannot be presumed that the veteran lawyer 
spoke without hook. The statement as to N nbkissen must 
have been part of his instructions which in the last 
resort had come from Hastings himself. In view of this 

well attested fact, the supposition that N ubkissen was born 
in 17 40 cannot be entertained. When was he born then ? 
It is impossible to say. A writer in a Calcut'a magazine 
"assumed" that he was born about the year 1732. The same 
dalie is giwn, upon grounds that are not stated, by a writer 
in the Endoo Pat1'iot newspaper,! who wrote probably at the 
bidding or under the supervi~ion of the well-known scholar 
and antiquarian, Dr. Rajendra Lala Mitra. Let th~ year of 
N ubkissen's birth then be' assumed to be 1732, the year in 
which Warren Hastings saw the light. George II had then 
reigned for five years; the East India Company, whose Charter 

• had been renewed two years before and who now for the first 
time ?egan to make up annual accounts, was a body of · 
merchants with no political power or ambition ; Clive (born 
Septern ber 29, 1725) was a rowdy boy of seven at Hope Hall. 

1 Oct.}l, 1887. 
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CHAPTER H. 

EARLY Lu'E-SERV'ICES TO THE (}mPANY, 17:'50-1757. 

THE first event in Nubkissen's life, of which anything 
is known, is his appointment as Persian tutor to vVarren 
Hastings. On the 8th of October 1750, eight young men for 
the Ci vii Sen~ ice :ll'd ved at Calcutta. Warren Hastings was 
one of them, and shortly after· his arrival, before the close of 
the year, his tutor was apr,ointed. The writer of a trenchant . . . 
critique en the Rapid Slcetch, who refuses to believe any fact 
not recorded in any published history by a European or a 
l\fahomeda.] wr·iter, gives himself the liberty to speculate 011 

the way in which Nubkissen got his first appointment. 
Nubkissen, he tells us, was waiting for a vessel to ardve, 
and as soon as the eight young men landed in Calcutta, 

cthe expectant Bengalee youth was retained as a tutor for 
Hastings. His account is circumstantial :-

"While he was yet within his teens, his father probably died, 
and he was reared up with his other(!) brothers by his needy niother. 
He picked up sor.ne knowledge of the Persian, then the fashionable 
study and the Court language, in his village, which he greatly in­
Cieased by self-culture. The English settlement at Chutanutty was 
the nearest town. As he began to grow'up towards manhood and as 
the responsibilities of hfe began daily to press upon him, he no doubt 
used to repair to it often in quest of employment from its many 
native mercliants and :Sltahibs. In those days, when ships visited 
Bengal at long intervals, the arrival of one from Europe was anxious­
ly expeCted by numerous people. Some of the Company's servants 
expected promotion, others feat·ed degradation. Young cadets, who 
had ruined themselves by pillaws and harems, expected a dull letter 
ft·om their parents, which they were sure not to read, and a-remit­
tance. Native Banians, who had successively equipped newly arrived 
Eut·opeans, expected fresh batches. Without any definite expectation 
Navakrishna, with the imagination of an youthful Oriental, could 
hardly have failed, as he remarked these vessels come one by one, to 
picture to himself that in one of these was to come th.e shaltif; who 
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was de~tinetl to make hi~ fortune. If he did indulge in such a fancy 
he was not deceived." 

If the writer was a youthful Oriental at the time he 

f('Viewed the Rapid Sketch, his imn,gination beats even 

Nuhkisscn's. In the absence of an account with any preten­
sions to authenticity, the safest course is to be silent with 

rl'gard to the occasion and causes of the appointment. 

N ubkissl'n's next appointment was that of Moonshee to 

the East India Company. The circumstances of this appoint­
mc11t, as givt•n in the Aeeollllt, are definite t'l1ough. ln conse­

lfUence of the tyrannical conduct of Nabob St>rajuddowlah, 
Haja Hajhulbhha (who was a Vaidya by caste, of Dac~a) 
fled from Moorshedabad and took refuge at Calcutta. The 

Nabob issued a perwannah to Mr. Drake, then qovernor of 
( 'alcuttn,, directing him to seize and send the Raja to him. 

Mr. Dmke refused to seize and send him, and stated that if 

the Nabob had any demands agaimt him, he would make the 
Haja pay immediately on being informed of the particulars .• 
'!'he Nabob, incensed at this answe1·, addressed to him another 

perwannah threatening him that if he did not forthwith 

deliver up the Raja he ·would send his troops to seize the Raja 

and drive the English out of Bengal. Mr. Drake, who had 

not sufficient force to repel an attack, was thrown into 

perplexity, but tlaja Rajbullabha assured him of the sympathy 

of the Sirdn,rs, with whom evidently he had lwen in communi­
cation. The Ministers and Sirdars of the Nabob, or at least 

several of them, joined together and sent a Persian letter 

from Moorshedabad to Mr. Drake by a messengrr, who 

delivered it to Mr. Drake with the instruction that it was a 
letter which contained important secrets and should not be 
placed in the hands of a Mahomedan, but must be read and 
explained by a Hindu. Mr. Drake, without showing that 

letter to the Company's Moonshee, 'l'ajuddin, ordered his men 
to look for a Hindu Moonshee. On that day N nbkissen h:;d 
~one to Burrabazar in Calcutta, when one of l\Ir. Drake's 
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men ascertaining that he was acquainted with the Persian 

language took him to Mr. Drake. Nubkissen read and 
explained tl1e letter, and wrote out, under instructions of 
course, an answer to it. He acquit.ted himself so well, that 
the Government being pleased with him appointed him to 
the office of Moonslwe of the East India Company, and 
granted him a palankeen with bearers for his conveyance and 
200 rupees for his outfit. 

There is nothing improbable in this account, and having 
regard to the quarter from which it comes it may very well 
be .-tecepted. Nubkissen became Moonshee of the East India 
Company in 1756. He had already been for six years 
Persian tutor to Mr. Warren Hastings; and it is probable 
that 1\fr. Prake required his services as interpreter of the 
Jetter after he had ascertained the fact of his being a trusted 

employe of Hastings. That N u bkissen should have been 
in Burrabazar just at the time when Drake's men were lcok-

•ing for a R indu of his qualifications and should have been 
invited to accompany them to their master, ma,y seem, from a 
certain point of view, extraordinary. But it has to be re­
membered that accidents do happen, and have often been the 
making of great men. The combination of circumstances 
~as,. to the, anxious youth, no doubt accidental, or, more 
truly, providential, but there was really nothing extraordinary 
in the fact that he was in a particular place at a particulat· 
time and happened to meet particular men. ·what to Nub­
kissen was a lucky accident, happened in the ordinary course 
of things and had nothing of a sudden or surprising charactet· 

in it. There is no doubt that Nubkissen did become the 
l\loonshee of the East India Company. He was Moonshee 
also to Hastings, and afterwards to Lord Olive. 

·Authentic history gives ipcidental corroboration of the 

circumstances, except only as regards one ·comparatively 
trivial matter of detail. We have it on the authority of Sir 

John Malcolm that one of the excuses which Serajnddowlah . 



made for a quarrel with the English was. that tlwy had 
given protection to one of his subjrcts who haLl fled with great 

trearmre. 
" The person the Nabob alluded to was Kishendass, the son of the 

late Dewan [Raja Rajbullabha] of the Nabob of Dacca, who visited 
Calcutta on his way to J uggernath ; and as he was strongly recom­
mended to Mr. Drake, the President of Calcutta, by Mr. Watts, the 
()hief of Cossimbazar, on account of services rendered by his family to 
the Company, he was treated with kindness and attention.'' 1 

The person of this subject, the Nabob was informed, should 

he reserved for his pleasure ; and proof was offered that the 

trrasurc he was supposed to have fled with had no existertce • 
• 

'fhere is other evidence to show that it was not Raja lhj-
hullabba but his son that took refuge in Calcutta. 

Orme gives a detailed account of the circumst~nces which 

Serajuddowlah wanted to make out as constituting a causa 
f,elli. 

"A Gentoo, named Rajabullub, had succeeded Hossein Cooley 
• Khan in the post of Duan or Prime Minister to Newagis [Governor 

of Dacca] ... doubtful of the event of the impending contest he de­
termined to place his family and treasures out of the reach of danger; 
and not deeming them in safety at Dacca, where they had remained 
for some time, he ordered his son Kissendass to remove them from 
that city, under pretence of going a pilgrimage to the Pagoda of Jug-
gernath, on the coast of Orixa." 2 • 

Kissendass left Dacca with several loaded boats, hut 

instead of going through the channels at the bottom of the 
Delta, proreeded along the Ganges to the Jelinge<'r river, 
through which he entered the Hugli. His father, who was 
at Moorshedabad, requested Mr. Watts, the English Uhief 

at Oossimbazar, to secure for him protection under the 
presidency of Calcutta for a few days. Mr. Watts had 

reasons to oblige the Dewan and advi8cd the pr<'sidency to 
comply with the request. His letter to the presidency on 

1 'l'ltc L·ifc o( Jlobt,rt, Lr•rd Olin· [1836). Vol. I., p. 147. 
2 Hi~turu of llw INlilrrr!J Trui!.Saclions ~~r tfn Britis/1 Xaliun in lndustan, 

Vol. II., bee i., l'· 4!J. · 
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this subject had scarcely arrived in Calcufta before the boats 
of Kissendass appeared in sight. The President, Mr. Drake, 
was not in town, but the rest of the Council admitted 
Kissendass into Calcutta. The fact of the admission was 

soon known. at Moorshedabad. It wounded the pride of 
Serajnddowlah and exasperated •his mind. 

" Surajuddowlah, imn1ediately after the death of Allaverdy, was 
proclaimed, and prepared to attack the widow of Newagis Mahomed. 
Not more than one or two days after his accession, he wrote a letter 
to the President of Calcutta, ordering him to deliver up Kissendas, 
with his treasures." 1 

• Therf is satisfactory evidence also of the Pxistence 
of a confedemcy of RemjnJdowlah's officers which was 
in communication wit.h the Council at. Calcutt.a. History 
does not p~rsue to any great length the correspondence. 
between the Nabob and Mt·. Drake, but the course of 
events showed conclusively that Mr. Drake 'g answers could 
not have been accommodating. If then history confirms the . 
• 
Account so far, and, for the rest, is silent, there is no reason 
to presume against the accuracy of its narrative as a whole. 

Nubkissen did good service to the Company almost 

from the moment of his appointment as its Moonshee. The 
English Gov~rnmeut, expelled from Calcutta in 1756, .was 
aecommodated on board a schooner near the pestiferous 
shores of Fulta, They received, however, as the Hev. J. 
Long assures us, regular and important information respect­
ing the movements at Moorshedabad throu~h 'V arren 
Hastings, then Commercial Agent there. lt is not too much to 
assume that Hastings's own informant was NubkissP.n. The 
same writer gives us · more direct information as to the 
services rendered by the invaluable Moonshee. He. tells us 
in another passage and referring to a later date ( 17 57), that 
when the English, having quitted the Fort, remained for 

several months on board a. ship at Fulta, some of the 

I Ibid, pp. 53, 54. 
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provisiOns WPre supplied by N ubkissen at the risk of his life, 

fo•· the Nabob had prohibitPd, under penalty of death, 

any one supplying the English. 1 "This led to Wa1wn 

Hastings taking Nobokissen as his Moonshee and t.he sub­
SPljlWnt elt>vation of his family," whi,·h probably nwan,; 

that Nubkiss<>u, who had so long L<>cn only PPrsian tutor 

to Hastings, came now to be trnsh~d with higlwr anJ more 

responsiblt> functions. The same writPr obserws elsewhere: 
"Nabakissen came forward in Clive's time. Living in an obscure 

village, Panchgay, near Diamond Harbour, he supplied the Engli;;lt 

refugees there with provisions in spite of the prohibition of tl!e N~bob 
and he brought them valuable information relating to lhe Nabob'8 

movements." 2 

It is easy to see that as early as 17 56,. that is almost 
immediately after his connection with the Company, N ubkissen 

had ddinit<>ly cast in his lot with the English. He was not 
Bwt·cly Joing the routine duties of a Moonshee and was 

certainly not mindful of his personal and immediate interPst,: .• 

He supplied material information to the Company of the 

Nabob's movements at Moot·shedabad, and supplied provision 

to them at the risk of his own life at a time when their prospPct:; 

were of the darkest and their power of the feeblest. He was 

not keeping up appearances OJ' playing fast and loose with hi,; 

mastNs. No loyalty to the Company could be de<'per th:tn 
that of Nubkissen's, fot· H commenced in the hour of t,h,·il' 

distress and despair, A disaster to the Company would havP 
been death to N u bkissen, but with characteristic courage aud 
sincerity he faced that prospect. 

The Account descl'ibes in a somewhat circumstantial 

way a service rendered by Nubkissen in 17.57, shortly 

1 Selections from Unpublished Records of Government. Pp. 75 and 93. 
The faet is stated almost in the same words in W. H. Carey's 1'lte Good Old 

Days of Honmt1'able John Company. (Printed at the Argus Press, Simla, 
1882). Vol. 1., p. 4 I. 

2 Peeps intu Social Life -in Calrm'ta a Century ago. By the Rev. J. 
Long. p. 17. 
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before the battle of Plassey. Serajuddowlah carried out his 
threat and'attacked Calcutta with a grand army in 1756. 
The English had only a small force and made no re~istance.­
The Govemor and many other English gentlemen went to 
Madras. Now was enacted the tragedy of the Black Hole. 
The Nabob having taken Calcutta, named it Alinagar and 
appointed one Raja Manick Chunder as its Governor: He 
then returned to Moorshedabad. Mr. Drake and the other 
Members of Council having ardved at Madras, brought 
Colonel Clive on board one of Admiral Watson's ships; who 
lanQed with his force at Fulta within six months and took the 
forts of B~1dge-Budgc, Tana, Magooa and Aligar, defeated 
the Nabob's army and surprised Raja Manick Chunder, who 

was then altmsing himself at nau_ttltes. The .Raja fled to 
Moorshedabad and the English took possession of Calcutta 
in January 1757, when N ubkissen waited upon Colonel Clive 
and resumed his office. \Vhen Serajuddowlah made pre­
parations for a second attack on Calcutta, 'he encamped in 
Amir Chand's gtuden, now called Halsibag. Colonel Clive 
deputed N ubkissen and an Engineer to obtain infor­
mation in repnrd to the particulars of the Nabob's en-

• campment under the pretence of making proposals of peace 
• at¥! offering presents to the Nabob. They brought with 

them a detailed account of the situation: Clive rnarched his 
forees up to the Nabob's camp at the end of the night and 
blew up his tent and those of his Sirdnrs by the first fire 
from his cannon, The Nabob, however, had already removed 
to another tent and he remained unhurt. Clive followed his 
enemy to Plassey, where a decisive battle was fought. There 
is nothing improbable in this story. The published histories 
make no reference to it, and their silence is not to be 
wondered at. A deputation of the sort just described and the 
kind of information it elicited, are not the things to be made 
matter of record. They are certainly not the things with 
r('gard to which, even if a record existed at some time, any 

24977 
1 9 SEP l968 
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party could be anxious to prt>st>rve evidence. The story of the 

Arrount ought to receive respf:'ctf..d attention, if only bf:'cansf:' 

it is a piece of sP!f-dissr•rving t>vidt>nce. Air Raja R:ulhakanta 

Deb could not havn sought to glorify the founcler of hi-. 

family by investing him with the functions of a spy. If he 

fdt himself compelled to draw npon hia imagination for 

multiplying or magnifying N ubkissen's achievements, this 
errand of false pretence would ve1·y ill suit his pUI'pose. It 
is a sanred regard for the obligations of truth that could alone 

have led bin~ to embody such a family tradition in a docu­

ment meant to be plaeed in the hands of Government. oft is 

scarcely necessary to discu•s thP moral a-;pect of the mi~sion. 
N ubkis>'en may have bt>en for once a ~py, but he was JleV<>r 

an Ephialtes. His mission was not to bPtray ~is masterfl, 
but to aid them. His acct>pkmce of the mio:sion was an 

act of courageous loyalty and not, of meanne•s. Nor need 

Clive answer to posterit.y for his having ordered the d<'pu-
• 

tat,ion. Scouts and messengPrs have recognised functions 
in all military opPratioils, and the rt>corcl of (~live's achieve­

ments would have been materially abridged if he had not 

been able to profit by the information brought to him by 

spies dPputed or self-constituted. • 

It was necessary to crush the power of Semjuddowltth • 

for he had been intriguing with the Fr·eneh, or, at any rate, 

had threatened to support them as against the English. 

Apparently the only alternatives now open were the ascen­

dancy of the English and that of the French. After the 
battle of Plassey Serajuddowlah wns dt>posed. In conse­

quence of negotiations carded on by N ubkissen, Mir Jafar 
or Jafar Ali Khan formed an alliance with Clive, who took 
possession of Moorsh('dabad and declared Jafer Ali Khan 
to be its lawful Nabob. With the sanction of Colonel Clive, 
N ubkissen settled the terms of the Subahdari agreement 

, with the new Nabob and made arrangements for conduct­

in!)' the affairs of the provinces in concurrence with the 
0 
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Naib Subahdar Naoob l\1ozufferjung, and fixed an annual 
Nizamut allowance at Rs. 18,00,000 and the expenses of the 

Subahdari at Rs. 7,00,000, making a total of 25 lakhs of 

rupees. He returned to Calcutta with Clive, having won 

his highest esteem for the faithful and efficient discharge of 
the public duties entrusted to him. Clive, when he shortly 
afterwards lRft for England, assured Nubkissen that he would 
return soon and appoint him to a distinguished situation. 

Will a little digression be pardoned, if only as an 
illustration of the part that spies and accidents play in the 

issu~s of .wars and the fortunes of men and nations ? Colonel 

Malleson, who is one of the latest biographers of Clive and 
has made a thorough research into the history of his times, 
writes with• reference to the capture of Chandernagore by 

the English in March 1757 :-

"If treason and corruption had not intervened, Renault (the 
Governor of Chandernagore] would have forced Clive to retire. But, 
• alas! treason in the first instance had ~one its work, corruption had 
completed it in the other ... The French Engineer who had deserted to 

· Clive had reported that if the Admiral would ca.refully sound all around 
the sunken vessels, he would find that that there was still sufficient 
room [in the channel which Renault believed he lmd blocked up] for 
ships to pass tlw channel singly. Soundings made, during the succeed­
in~ days, under a heavy fire, proYed this information to be correct.". 

The French Engineer, then, ruined Renrmlt by his 
"treason." And it hns now to be said that it was Nun­
comar who betrayed the Governor by his " corruption." 
Renault had received from Nuncomar, Governor of Hugli 
for Serajuddowlah, the fullest assurances of protection, 
but that unscrupulous person allowed himself to be bribed 
by Omichund, gave no assistance to Henault and even pre­
vented Raja Dulab Ram, one of Serajuddowlah's Generals, 

from coming to his rescue. This was the result of " the 
successful intrigues which the English bad carried on with 

Nundkumar," who proved a less reliable friend than Serajud­

dowlah himself. 
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A Mahomcdan writer, the author of a work called 

Tarikh-i-Jianr;u1'i, takes occasion to moralise on the events :-

"As the star of the English was in the ascend,mt, and the unavail­
ing fortunes of the French were beginning to set, the complicated knot 
unravelled itself in the hands of the English. But if fortune had 
not favoured the English, not even exertions such as had never been 
witnessed in India, would have enabled Colonel Clive to take posses­
sion of Chandernagore. A French officer of the name of Terraneau, 
who knew the secret of the passage left in the river, was for some 
reasons dissatisfied with M. Renault, the then Governor of Chander­
nagore. Forgetting the obligation under which he lay to his own 
nation, he went to Colonel Clive and informed him of the existen&e of 
the passage." 

It is something to be able to t'ay of ~ ubkissen that 

in an age of perfidy and under circumstances Q{' what. may 

be called complete moral anarchy in public life, he had an 
unblemished record. Not the worst of his enemies had 
charged him with treason or any betrayal of trust. 

It is curious to observe that while historians or chroni-• 

clers are silent as to the services of ~ ubkiBsen, at least one 

or two of them have thought fit to fasten on him a charge 

of looting a certain inner treasury of Serajn.ddowlah. A 

1\iahomedan of the Shiah sect and a friend of the Nabob 
~azim of Moorshedabad, Sayyid Ali, writes in the Tarik!t-.i­

.llan~·uri :-
"After the victory [of Plassey] Colonel Clive met with Mir 

.Mahomed Jafar. They congz·atulated each other and went together 
to Moorshedabad. Ou their arrival at the palace, the nobles of the city 
and the Government officials were called to a durbar. Colonel Clive 
took Mir Jafar's hand and led him tothe Masnad. At the same time 
salutes were fired to indicate the transfer of the Subal!s of Bengal, 
Behar and Orissa to Mir Jafar. After the d1~rbar, the new Nabob, 
Colonel Clive, with a few Englishmen, the Dewan Ram Chand, and 
Nobokissen, the Colonel's Moonshee, inspected the treasury, where a 
sum of more than 20 millions of rupees, in silvet' and gold, was found. 

"It is also well known that besides this treasure there existed 
another in the Harem, which fact l\Iir Mahomed Jafar concealed from 
Colonel Clive, at the instigation of the Dewan and Clive's Moopshee. 
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The value of the gold and silver articles and of the jewels found there 
was not less than 80 millions of rupees. The whole was divided 
among Mir Jafar, Ram Chand, Amir Beg and Nobokissen. This 
transaction _is indeed very probable, as Ram Chand left a fortune of 
12~ millions of rupees at his death, ten years later, whilst N obokissen 
could afford to pay 9,00,000 rupees on the occasion of the death of 
his mother. Yet both men were in receipt of only 60 rupees per 
month at the time of the division.'' 1 

Before we consider probabilities, let us attend to some 
facts which historical research has disclosed. With reference 

to the reported wealth in the heasury of Serajuddowlah, 

Sir\John .Malcolm writes :-
"The treasures of Seritjuddowlah had been greatly over estimated 

by Mr. ·watts, who states in one Jetter that they were computed to 
amount to 4t),000,000l sterling, a sum so extravagantly beyond what 
the revenues of the country could have enabled Allaverdy Khan, or 
his successor, to amass, that it is quite extraordinn.ry how such a belief 
could have bPen entertained." 2 

• Colonel G. B. Malleson says that the treasury contained, 
all told, rathe1· less than two-thirds of t-wenty-two millions 
of rupees. 3 Ten rupees were in those days equivalent to a 

pound sterling. 
As regards probabilities they are altogether against the 

story of the Mahomedan writer. It is impossible to conceive • 
why 1\Iir Jafar should have concealed from Olive a treasure 
which he was willing to share with Ram Chand, Amir 
Beg and Nubkissen. He had something to gain by pleas­
ing Clive; he could have had no reason to please Nubkissen 
or Ram nhand, both of whom are said to have been holding 
humble offices, carrying a salary of 60 rupees each. That 
there was a secret treasury at all in the harem could have 
been no better known to N ubkissen than it was to Clive. 

----------
1 The Journal of the Asiatic Societ1j (No. II. of 1867). H. Blochmann's 

translation of a passage from a Persian manuscript of the Tarillh·i· 
:}1/anrUJ·i, 

"Life of Clive. Vol. I., p. 276. 

• .Fuunders oft!t,; Iudiau Empire: Cz.iu. p. 2H. 
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And from all that is known of the relations between Clive 

and Nubkissen, it is impossible to believe that Nubldssen 

could have instigated the concealment. Besides, it would 
have been a desperate thing for Mir Jafar to have ~aken 

three men into confidence in regard to a matter which he 
chose to keep a secret as against Clive, especially when the 
"united claims" of several parties " including those of Clive 
himself" could not be met from the regular treasury. The 
Mahomedan writer who retails the scandal gives circumstan­
tial details which would SE'em to suggest as if he was an E>ye­

witness of the division of the spoil, and the wonr1.er i~ •that 
anybody should have known a fact of this kind, of which 

Clive was not a warP. There is nothing, in the next place, to 
show that ~ ubkissen spent nine lakhs of rupees on his 
mother's Sraddha, or what particular amount he did spend 
on that ceremony. There will be occasion in a subsequent 

chapter to considE'r the ~ubject of the Sradtlha at some lengt.h. 
It is enough to state lwre that the supposition of Nuhki:=;s!'n 
having spE>nt nine l:tkhs on thP CPI'i'lllony, though he livl'd on 
an income of Hs. GO pPr mensPm, has benn giv0n currency by 
only one English ·writer, the Rev. ,J. 0. Marshman. He made 

the statement in a little school-book called the Ilistorz; of 

Bengal. The Mahomedan writer that has been here ci~d 
is little known at the present day, though probably he is 
Mr. Marshman's only authority. There were suspicions pre­
valent amongst N ubkissen's contemporaries, especially those 
who were jealous of his wealth and influence. Nubkissen 
himself by his frank statements and bold challenges silenced 
the tongue of calumny in his lifetime ; but fictions die 
hard, and it is no wonder the old insinuations are still 
sometimes indulged in. In a petition, which will hereafter 
be quoted in full, N ubkissen says :-

"My enemies have in vain searched for proofs that I raised my 
fortune by bribery and undue means in hopes that by s4ch a dis­
covery they might have been able to have ruined my character and 
reputation. Disappointed in t)1is. t~ieir efforts are now extepded to 
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more base and vi!lanous ends. l\fy life is now what tr.ey thirst 
after,'' 

N ubkissen's salary at this time was, as has already 
been shown, much· more than 60 rupees per mimsem. As 
Moonshee of the_ Company he would be entitled to dona­
tions like his masters, and such donations, historians tell us, 
were. a legitimate income in those days. Before his mothe~'s 
death, as will be presently shown, many other somces of in­
come had opened out to him. It has to be remembered 
that N nbkissen was a man of great ability and accomplish­
men!s and might be able to earn money in various ways. He . 
could dmft petitions, give legal and political advice, manage 
estates, act as interpreter, do business as an agent, and render 
various kind~ of assistance to men, literary and practical, fot· 

which he could very well claim remuneration. To suppose 
that such -a man, so talented, so versatile, so energetic, would 
be tied down to his salary as Moonshee and would have no 
• 
additional source of income, is to exhibit absolute ignorance 
of life. How much would it have been possihle for him to 

earn only as a conveyancer or an atton)ey ! And he was a 

great deal brsidrs and no mere clerk. The Hev. Mr. Ijong 
writes:-

•" Persian was the language of diplomacy and the courts. In it 
the English transacted business both with the natives and Armenians. 
Through his skill in it Nabakissen from being Olive's Munshi in 1760 
rose to great influence and wealth." 1 

Nubkissen had been Olive's Moonshee even before 1760, 
but it is perfectly fair to suppose that his knowledge of 
Persian, coupled of course with his ability, was the main 
cause of his wealth and influence, just as knowledge of 
English has been the cause of many a Bengali's advance­
ment in more recent times. The scandal, however, is not 
without its moral. It is a recognition of the imp01·tance which 
N ubkissen had acquired by this time and of the services he 

PePJJS into Social Life. p. 18. 
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had already rendered ·to the Company. It was probably 
presumed in the gossip of the day that a man who was of so 
much service to the conquerors could not but have received 
a matel'ial share of the spoil. But having regard to ascer­
tained facts as well as to pmbabilities, the story of N ubkissen 
receiving a share of the treasures stored up in the harem 
must be dismissed as at best an unfounded presumption. 



CHAPTER III. 

FROlii THE BATTLE OF PLASSEY TO CLIVE's FINAL DEPARTURE 

FROM INDIA, 1757-1767. 

Clive left for England on t.hc 25th February 17 59 ; he. 

returned to C:tlcutta on the 3rd May 1765 ; he finally bade 

adieu to the country in 1767, sailing from Calcutta on the 

29th January. What was the net result of his work in the 

first ~eriod .of his career in Bengal, namely, from Decemb!Jr 

1756 to February 1757? It was, in a word, the removal of 

all danger to which the English settlement might be exposed. 

As Colonel Malleson puts it-
"He had determined not to leave Bengal so long as there should 

remain any danger threatening the English settlement. With the 
destruction of the last of its European rivals [namely, the Dutch] all 
dlnger had disappeared." 

The work, therefore, was a wholly defensive one. One 

hears up to this period, not of English possessions, power 

or s~premacy, but only of the "English settlement," and the 
• safety of that settlement is the greatest work that could be 

• acc~mplished. What is the work, however, which Clive 

had done when he finally left the country in 1767? He had 

laid the foundations of an empire. In the words of Colonel 

Malleson--
"Clive felt in .January 1767 that he might retire with honour 

from the country which he had won for England, and on whose soil 
there now remained for him no new fields to conquer ............ The 
Calcutta which he saw for the last time on that eventful day (the day 
of departure] had in ten years been transformed by him from the 
status of 11- conquered seat of a ruined commercial agency, occupied 
by the conqueror, into the flourishing capital of a possession as large 
as France. Alone he had done it ! " 

His genius, military, administrative and diplomatic, had, 

of course, done it, but how is one to account for his ehange 
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of policy and aspiration during the second period of his 
career in Bengal? The historian just quoted says that before 
his arrival in 1765 Clive had nurtured a scheme for the 

welding together and the protection of the tenitories acquired 
by the British. No evidence is offered, however, for such a 
conclusion, nor are any circumstances mentioned which might 
raise any presumption in its favour. There are reasons to 
believe that the insph·ation of empire came from Nubkissen, 
who practically discharged all the functions of a diplomatic 
minister, of a Foreign Secretary, and of the Chief Officer of 

an Intelligence Department. • • 
N ubkisscn's chief qualifications for the advice and assis­

tance he gave to Clive were his knowledge of Persian, his 
knowledge of the country and his knowledge of•the temper of 
the princes and the people of the time. Mr. nichard Barwell 
in the course of his statement in the trial of Warren Hastings 
said :-"He [N ubkissen J is profoundly learned in Persia.n 
and most of the customs of the Mahomcdans are based on 
the Persian scriptures ; besides Haja Navakrishna was a man 
of vast experience and his repeated intercourse with the 

Nabobs of Moorshedabad has made him quite a competent • 
man." Governor ,Johnstone in his explanation to the Select 
Committee said that N ubkissen was, like a few others: an • 
"able conveyancer," that is, one well versed in the art of 
drafting treaties. Evidence of a direct kind as to the services 
rendered by Nubkissen is to be found in a petition addressed 
by him to the Council of Revenue, Bengal, and dated the 
18th November 1777,1 The petition runs as follows :-

From the year 1756 to the year 1767, an interval during which 
the welfare and interests of the Hon'ble Company were repeatedly in 
the most critical arid dangerous situations, it is a well known fact that 
all the most important and secret negotiations and transactions with 
the Country Powers were conducted through the medium of your 

1 See proceedings of the Council of Revenue, dated Fort William, the 
\8th November 1777, 
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petitioner, the success of which he humbly hopes sufficiently marks his 
·fidelity. The particulars of those services are too recent and well known 
to your Hon'ble Board to need recapitulation here. Your petitioner 
thet·efore only craves leave briefly .to state a few of the most material 
heads thereof : riz.-

1. His services under the Right Ron'ble Lord Clive (then Colonel 
Clive) in the Revolution which happened -in consequence of the 
capture of Calcutta and subsequent defeat of Serajuddowlah, on 
which occasion your petitioner acted as Persian St>cretary and 
Translator, and was employed in all the most confidential transactions. 

2. His services under Major Adams, Commander-in-Chief in the 
wars oi. the Nabob Kassimally Cawn, in which your pet.itioner had 
the sole management of all such negotiations and transactions with 
the Count.ry Powers and chief people as fell under the. province of the 
Commander-in-<;(hief. • • 

·3. His services under Lord Clive on his return to India in the 
year 1764 when your petitioner .was the only native entrusted or 
employed in all the several Treaties which were made with the Mogul 
or King Shaw Alum, the late Vizier Shuja-ud-Dowla, the Nabob of 
B:ngal Nudjum-ud-Dowla, etc., when the grant of the Dewani was 
obtained for the Hon'ble Company. 

Lastly.-For the sense which Lord Clive had of your petition­
et)s services on the occasions aforesaid he begs leave to refer your 

• Hon'ble Board to the proceedings of the Select Committee of the 16th 
January 1767 and the proceedings in publicfPublic Dep<trtment in 

• Cou~cil, the next day,. wherein his Lordship is pleased fully to 
express the sense he entertained of your petitioner's fidelity and 
abilities and of his steady attachment to the interests of the Hon'ble 
Company. 

There is no doubt that Olive appreciated Nubkissen's 
services, which were not only political, but personal. 
Lady Clive wrote to him, years afterwards, the following 
note:-

The kind attentions shewn to Robert May by the worthy Raja 
Nobokissen Bahadur have very much obliged Lady Clive, the late 
Lord Clive's wife. She now, his widow, has an inclination to send 
Nobokissen a valuable print of her dear late Lord, flattering herself 
that such a proof of her regard will be very acceptable to him. It is 
still in his power to give her further proofs of his friendship by 



26 BATTLE oF PLASSEY-CLIY·E's DEPARTt:RR. 

shewing her cousins, Mr. Henry and :VIr. Edward Stracl1ey every 

civility in Bengal. The children of the late Lord Clive wish happiness 
to Nobokissen. 

iliAIIARAJA NonoKrssEN BAHAncn, 
BY Mn. Enw ARD STRACHEY. Benga{. 

Mr. Henry Strachey referred to in this letter introduced 
his son to Nubkissen in the following terms. 

Lo:;noN, 7th April 17'9!!. 

DEAR NABAKISSEN-
My eldest son brings you this letter. He is appointed a W!·iter 

and I hope he will be an honest and a good man. As I was 1110 well 
acquainted with you when I was with Lord Clive, you would think me 
unkind if I did not introduce my son to you. If you can ever be of 

use to him I am sure you will. I shall always be. glad to hear of 
your health and welfare, being 

FoR RAJ A N ABAKISSEN. 
Your Friend, 

(Bel.) HENRY STRACHEY. 

The letter which Mr. John Knott wrote to him in 17~4 
shows very clearly the esteem in which N nhkissen was held 
and indicates the sort of services which he had rendered 

and was capable of rendering. 

To 
RAJA NoBKISSEN, 

MR. N OBKISSEN, 
Though I have not 1·eeeivecl a letter frou• ) ou, nor any particular 

advice of you from my friends in Calcntta ~inc<' I left Bengal, yet 
you have always had my good wishes for your health and happiness. 

The Europe ships that went to Bengal last season would inform 
you of the violent disputes that we have lately had in Parliament 
and at the East India House here against almost every gentleman 
that has returned from Bengal for some years past. Lord Clive 
has been more particularly attacked and abused by Mr. Johnson's 
Scotch friends and their partizans, and they even carried matters 
so far as to endeavour to take away His Lordship's whole fortune. 
Cruel ano scandalous as sueh endeavours were, these outrageou~ 

men were happily disappointed, partly by the very sensible and 
spirited speeches which Lord Clive made in Parliament in his own 
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defence and partly by the support of his many active and able friends 
in that House. His Lordship enjoying but an, indifferent state of 
health every cold season- here (which is rather too severe for 
his const.itution, as well as for most gentlemen that come from 
India) he went to Italy for .the benefit of his health about five or 
six months ago, which is a warmer and healthier climate than 
England ; and Mr. Strachey tells me that his Lordship's health 
i now so much benefited by his journey, that he will very soon 
return to England again. J\fr. Kelsall and Mr. Beaumont, late 
of Bengal, accompanied His Lordship to Italy. Lady Clive and 
all his Lordship's family are well ; he has two sons and three daughters, 
I believe, who are all very fine children. -. . 

Mr. Stt-3-chey was married, soon after his return to England, to 
Mr. Kelsall's sister and has one or two children by her ; he is in good 
health and lives wry happily ; he is a Member of Parliament a11d 
will be chosen ~ne of the East India Directors, I believe, next year. 
Dr. Ingham died soon after his return to England. Mr. Verelst v.·as 
married to a very handsome young lady of good family and large 
fortune about a year after his return to England ; he has two children 
lYy his wife and would be very happy could he enjoy his health perfect­
ly in this climate. He will be in the Direction again, I believe, next 
year, as also 1\fr. Becher. I was married about the same time that 
Mr. Verelst was, to a- sister of my cousin, Captain George Knott's, 
whom you must remember in Bengal. I have but one child, my wife 
being of a tender and weakly constitution. I shouid be very happy 

• ,in ingland, was not my little fortune exposed to so heavy a risk 
in Bengal by the share I hold in the joint concern in trade there 
under the direction of the late. Mr. Hoissard. Though you were so 
kind as to buy that share of me, so far as related to my proportion 
of any profits that might arise on the joint concern, yet I am still 
responsible for the principal amount of my share of that original 
stock. 

Both Hoissard and Gocul Gos<tul have behaved in a most 
encouraging manner to the other proprietors of that concern by 
settling and interchanging a private account between themselves 
wherein they have endeavoured to deprive the joint concern of nearly 
the sum of two lakhs of rupees by the manner they have settled that 
account, and which sum (with about two lakhs more) Gocul owe.d 
to the concern partly for their goods bought by him of Hoissard as 
acting agent to the concern (which ~onsulted me upon and had my 
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approval (?) of one of the principal proprietors a little before I left 
Bengal) and partly for the concern's:. outstanding debts at the 
Aurungs, which a letter of Mr. Hoissard's to me tells me Gocul (as 
banyan to the concern) had given him a written obligation to be 
responsible to the concern for the full payment of. I know very 
well that Gocul, long before we left Bengal, lent several large sums 
of money to Mr. Hoissard (amounting altogether to nearly two lakhs 
of rupees) for that gentleman's private use and benefit in trade. 
And this I understand is the money which they transferred in the 
private account settled between themseh'es as above mentioned, 
instead of Gocul paying to the joint concern the full amount of the 
debt he owed thereto or continuing to be responsible to it f~r the 
same till he cou.ld pay that debt, and acquainting :!lfr. Verelst's 
attorneys and mine in Calcutta with the transaction when proposed 
by Hoissard. Whatever sums of money Gocul had lent to Mr. Hoissard 
for his own private use and advantage in trade long before that 
time, Gocul must be sensible it was very unreasonable and unjnst 
to expect that the property of the joint concern should pay him for 
this private debt. I am astonished to hear that Gocul is capable of 
such a conduct, even as much so as to hear that Mr. Hoissard could 
be guilty of it. If the law suit in the Mayor·'s Court at Calcutta 
between the Executors of Hoissard's Estate and Gocul Ghosal be 
determined in Gocul's favor, I hope, Mr. ~obokissen, from the 
many testimonies I have received of yom friendship that yon will· 
not think it unreasonable in me if I request your becoming my 
security for what the ::vra''or'8 Court or l'llahomed Reza Cawn (who 

.! ' • • 

you know lent three lakhs of Sicca rupees to the joint concern for its 
first establishment) mfly demand of the several proprietors for their 
shares in the concern and consequently of me· for my proportion 
thereof. If you are willing to favol' me in this request I shall be 
obliged if you will be so kind as to call upon Mr. Levett, my acting 
Attorney in Calcutta, and acquaint him with it. The risk I am 
exposed to upon this occasion becomes daily so very alarming to me, 
that I am determined to return to Bengal next season to endeavour 
if possible to repair the loss. I should have sailed this yeat·, but 
could not get my concerns in England sufficiently adjusted to enable 
me to go away. I hope I shall see you in Bengal next summer 
cheerful and well. 

You will be advised long before this reaches you of great changes 
here in East India affairs, of the appointment of a Governor-General and 
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four Supreme Councillors to superintend and regulate the Company's 
affairs at all their settlements in India, and of four Judges to establish 
a Supreme Court of Judicftture in Bengal. Amongst these Judges, 
and the second in rank, is Robert Chambers, Esq., a gentleman of 
respectable character and distinguished abilities ; upon mentioning to 
me one day his having a desire to learn both the Persian and Bengalee 
languages on his arrival in Beng:il, and that he wished be could meet 
with a person there properly qualified to instruct him, I immediately 
mentioned your name and added, that as yon had had almost the 
sole direction of Lord Clive's Persian correspondence and a great 
part also of Mr. Verelst's, and acted as Political Banyan to them both 

whilsJ; they were Governors of Bengal, I thought no man was fitter 
to answer his expectations in regard to those languages than your­
self, if you were willing to undertake it. Besides, I told him the 
great•advantage your conversation won-ld be to him upon the general 
politics of Hindustan, as well ·as the particular provincE'., thereof 
from the long and intimate knowledge yon have had on those subjects. 
Mr. Chambers will necessarily want a Banyan when he arrives in 
Calcutta; from the character I have given him of you, I hope he will 
Jtot think of engaging any one t>lse, and though you are much better ex­
perienced in politics than in trade, yet as I suppose 1\:fr. Chambers will 
not trade much, if any ft·om your good sense and general knowledge of 
the country and with the assistance of my old friend Narry Hurry (who 
I hope is alive and well, and who understands accounts exceedingly 
well,) you cannot he at any loss to fulfil Mr. Chambers' expectation 
in !hose matters. But my chief motive in recommending you to Mr. 
Chambers is that his protection and friendship may be serviceable 
to you ; and as he is _a very sensiblE:' and worthy gentleman and may 
probably very soon bt>come the first Judge in Calcutta, I hope you 
will find his service answer your expectations, and I shall be happy 
to have had it in my power to have been in any degree assisting to 
you on the occasion. Mr. Chambers was lately married here to a 
\·ery beautifnl and accomplished young lady, who accompanies hini 
to India. As Mr. Chambers desired me to give him a lette-r to you; 
I send this under his care and hope you will wait upon him as soon 
after your receipt of it as possible. 

\Vishing you health and success~ 
I am, 

MR. NoBKISSEN. 

Your sincere friend, 
(Sd.) JoHN KNOTT, 
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Some idea, though only a very meagl'e one, of the sort of 

work which Nubkissen used to do for Clive mar be formed 

f't·om the three following short letters : -

Persian Department, Letters wl'itten 1764, No. 212. 

Dated 18th December 1761,. 

From 
R. CLIVE. 

To 
THE NABOB. 

Your Excellency's letter from Mortagill reached me in a 
fortunate hour, and the news of your welfare gave me more pleasure 
than I can express. May it please God to preserve y"ou and your 
family in health and prosperity and always let me hear of it. Nob­
kissen Manshee has informed me of a.ll other particnlars with which 
I am satisfied and to whom I refer you. 

Persian Department., Let.t . .,r~ written 1764, No. 213. 

Dated 22nd December 1761,. • 
From 

R. CLIYE. 

To 
THE NABOB. 

You advise me you have safely arrived in Mux:adabad than which 
news nothing could be more agreeable to me. May you always tbire 
be happy and rejoice me in the news of it. 

In another letter you advise me of the mad proceedings of 
Shahmull. Sensible of the ill-consequence thereof and to shew my 
readiness to oblige your Excellency in everything I consistently can, 
I immediately wrote and sent to you by the hands of Nobkissen 
Munshee a letter to Major Munro, which I am persuaded will set these 
matters right. If not I shall take other measures. 

You please me much in the last letter wherein you mention that 
Maharajah N undo Co mar was set down to and attending to the 
accounts. The speedy adjustment of them will, I hope, soon enable 
your Excellency to answer all your purposes ; it is in attention only 
to those points that can make these provinces flourish and yourself 
happy. That you may be always so is my sincere wish. I am well 
and hope always to have accounts of your welfare. 

• 

• 
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Persian Department, Letters written 1765, No. 7. 

R. CLIVE. 

To 
'l'HE NABOB. 

I have received your Excellency's letters which always give me 
etc. 

As to the Batty on the rupees paid at Patna in consequence of 
your order, I understood, as did the Board, they should be sicca rupees, 
but I have desired Mr. Billers not to dispute about this there, but 
leave this matter to be settled between your Excellency and us here. 
It gitres me IJleasure to hear from your Excellency that you look upon 
Reza Khan in so favourable a light. We look upon him as well 
inclined to you, or he would not have had any countenance from us. 
Mr. Middleton has wrote me everything proper on that occasion, with 
which I am satisfied, and I hope you will receive benefit by his service 
at Dacca. I have wrote him that if he expects my friendship he can­
not do better to secure that than to shew himself a faithful aud 
~iligent servant to your Excellency. Other particulars of your 
Excellency's friendly sentiments regarding myself I have understood 
from the letters of Raja Nund Comer and the representations of 
Nobkissen Munshee, and which gives me pleasure, who is always ready 
and diligent in your service. 

Always favour me with your letters and make me glad. 

These letters constitute a b~dy of circumstantial evidence 
w~i~h goes far to confirm 'the statements made by N ubkissen 
in his petition, which, however, it may be 'confidently 
observed, hardly stand in need of corroboration, for a person 
in the position of N ubkissen would not have dreamt of making 
them if they. were not absolutely true, and they would 
certainly not have passed unchallenged at the time. 

That N ubh:issen rendered valuable services to ·Clive and 
Adams was undisputed history over sixty years ago. A 
well-informed Anglo-Indian journal wrote : 

"Raja Nubukissen was the founder of his own fortunes. He was 
a man of considerable attainments and great tact; well versed in 
Persian, and one of the very few natives who at that time kne1v any­
thing of English. He 1vas a writer in the employ <JfClive who never 
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nnderstood anything of the native languageH. Though he uccupied 
but a very subordinate capacity, he made him>;P!f very u~eful to the 
English during the period when they were negotiating with :Meer 
Jaffer, and acquired pai' excellence the title of )loonsbee. When the 
war broke out with Meer Cossim, he accompanied the Army of }fajor 
Adams as his banian. His addres:; and zeal induced Lord Clive to 
recommend him to the Select Committee a,; their banian, at that time 
one of the most lucrative office>J in Bengal. This laid the foundation 
of his great wealth." 1 

Rev. Dr. Hastie has observed \~itb truth that .. with more 
wisdom and less ambition he [~ ubkissen J recognised the 
invincibility of the new power" and did not " ma~e the fatal 
mistake of the unprincipled and ill-fated X undcomar." 2 

The fact is, Nubkissen recognised not only the invincibility 
of the new power, but the impossibility of improv­
ing the old regime or of evoking order out of chaos in 
any other way than by the assistance of the English. He 
felt that he had to save his country from a tiisaster by th~ 
establishment of an authority that should be at once just and 
~trong. Such an authority he found in the English, for. 
as Mr. Francis Sykes said in his depo8ition8 before the 
Parliamentary Committee, he had uot merely formed ~ 

correct idea of their military power, but he also entertained a 
high opinion of their :;ystem of Hovernment a-, well a:; •or 
their capacity for administration. 

Before this chapter i8 eloi:ied it is neces~ary to refer to an 
inquiry that was held by a Select Committee, with Lord 
Clive as president, into the several sums granted by :Meer 
Jaffer towards restitution and donations. Nuncomar and 
N ubkissen are the principal witnesses that were examined, 
and the tale they unfold does little credit to the English 
Governors that were concerned. It is a tale of meanness, 

1 'Ilte Friend of India (5th Aprill838), 
2 Rindu Idolatry, p .. H. 

'Fifth Rep~rt, p. &H. 

• 
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ft·aud and extortion, and poor M:eer Jaffer, ignorant and 
imbecile, comes to be an object of sympathy when he is entrap­
ped, alternately bullied and cajoled, and finally compelled to 
surrender to the machinations. Hardly any comment is 
needed on the facts disclosed in the following depositions. At 
the meeting of the Committee held in Fort "\Villiam on 
the 26th August 1766, Raja Nuncomar stated :-

" At the tini(} Mr. Vansittart resigned the Government, the fresh 
demand of eight lakhs for re~titution was still in debate. One day }.if. 
Spencer spoke to me on the subject and told me ' that unless that 
affair ~s adjusted he could not give his consent to the Nabob's de­
parture or to• mine.' With this I acquainted His Excellency, who 
said that nothing further could be done before Lord Clive arrived. 
'But do you,' says he, tell Mr. Spencer that Assun Oula Cawn, 
an officer of the Government who had charge of the Province of 
Jessore, has absconded with Rs. 1,80,0001 of the public money and 
now takes shelter in Calcutta. If this person is delivered up, I will 
settle about the eight lakhs.' His Excellency also desired Nobkissen 
to'!!peak to Mr. Spencer on the same subject, and several messages 
having passed, Mr. Spencer promised to deliver him to the Nabob, 
but nevPr did." 

Further on in Nuncomar's narrative :-
"After this the Nabob and myself had om· discussion, and set 

out immediately, His Excellency telling me he would return again 
• upon. the first advice of Lord Clive's arrival. He left Nobkissen 

here, and with him two persons who had direction to take charge of 
Asun Oula Cawn when he should be delivered up ; which he never was, 
for Mr. Spencer never performed his promise." 

After Nuncomar's evidence was finished, "Nobkissen, 
M:oonshee, being called before the Committee, delivers upon 
oath the following account of the Treaty of Restitution":-

" Dul'ing the months of May or June 1764, and soon after Mr. 
Spencer's arrival, l.\fr. Vansittart wrote to the Nabob, who was then 
at Patna, desiring he would come down to Calcutta, which would be 
the easiest method of settling several affairs that remained to be 
adjusted. At the same time Mr. Spencer ordered me likewise to write 

1 It may be Rs. SO,OGO. The 1 may be a m.ere slip of the pen, judging from 
its appearance in the MS~ · 
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to the Nabob, desiring he would be under no apprehension, but col,lle 
d_own, when Mr. Vansittart and himself would settle everything to 
his satisfaction. The Nabob not having it in his power so soon as 
expected, there was a delay of 15 or 20 days, at which Mr. Van­
sittart and Mr. Spencer were much displeased, and also very angry 
with me. I told Mr. Spencer 'that the Nabob was a great man, that 
I was but a poor man, and that if anything happened to His 
Excellency, the blame must fall upon those who obliged him to come 
down.' Upon which, Mr. Spencer answererl ' that everything should 
be done at the Board, that no harm would happen, and that a due 
regard would be had to all the Nabob'~ representations.' In con­
sequence of t-his declarA,tion, myself and others of the Nabob's jriends 
wrote five or six letters to His Excellency, acquaint-lug him that 
M.r. Vansittart and Mr. Spencer had both given the strongest 
assurances and even engaged to us that no injury should be done 
him. 

"Upon these assurances the Nabob came down, and, upon my 
waiting upon him, told me he was extremely satisfied with his 
reception. 

"Two or three days afterwards Mr. Vansittart began to m!&e 
his demand of forty lakhs on account of Re:;titution. When he spoke 
upon the subject to the Nabob, His Exeellency replied : 'Did you 
not before ask me for ten lakhs only, and do you now want forty?'­
making use at the same time of some harsh and violent expressions, 
and speaking so loud that he was overhea1·d by others and myself, 
who stood without the door. As soon as he had got into his fitlan- • 
quin, 'Go you to Mr. Sr.ence1·,' says he to me, ' tell him the usage 
I have met with, and ask what they can mean by such unreasonable 
demands.' I went accordingly as desired, and Mr. Spencer told me 
' that he had sat upon all the Committees for examining the claims 
of the sufferers, that he had strictly examined the losses, and that 
they absolutely amounted to the whole sum demanded.' Adding 
• that he did not mention this before, because he thought 'ir the 
Nabob was acquainted with it, he would not come down to Calcutta.' 
I then said' What justice, Sir, is there in this? You first asked for ten 
lakhs only and now you rlemand forty.' To which he replied : 'The 
claims were not then brought in nor examined, elsP the demand would 

have been made at first.' 
"This conversation I reported to the Nabob, who was very angry and 

said : 'Why did not you and others giYe me notice of this before 1 I 
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should then have been prepared and known .how to act, whereas I 
must now ~emain in Calcutta.' In this ill temper he continued , fo~ 
several days, and would hearken to no one. From what motive . I 
know not, but all of a sudden he sent for J uggut Chuud and told h.im; 
'I conclude from this extraordinary demand of Mr. 'Vansittart's that 
he wams something for himself. Do you go and tell him ~hat, as 
to what relates to him, he shall be satisfied.'· Juggut Chu,nd went a.s 
desired, but what passed between him and Mr. Vansittart I cannot 
tell. However, on his return, he delivered Mr. Vansittart's compli­
ments to His Excellency and told the Nabob 'that Mr. Vansittart 
considered himself as his son, that he entertained no bad intentiOIIB 
towards him; but wished him well, and asked why His Excellency was 
so ang'\'y with him,' concluding with observing 'that forty lakhs must 
be paid.' The Nabob, perceiving from all that had passed that Mr. 
Vansittart and Mr. Spencer were of one ruind, was v~ry -much dis-
pleased and remained sullen for some days. • 

"Myself and others, hearing that Mr. Vansittart intended making 
application to His Excellency for a large present to Commodore Tinker, 
went to the Nabob and told him of it ; on which he ilew into a rage, 
~claring 'that Mr. Vansittart was the bitterest of enemies to him.; 
that he found he was determined he should not hold the Government ; 
he might therefore sead what officers he thought proper to manage the 
public affairs, for that he (the Nabob) was resolved not to stir from 
Calcutta.' Accordingly he w·rote privately to the city for his .wo!llen 
to be sent down, and they came bringing with them 20 or.30 11\khs .of 
treasure in 35 boats. 

•,, In fact, Mr. Vansittart made the above application for a present 
to Mr. Tinker and the squadron before the treasure and women 
·arrived, upon which the Nabob sent me to Mr. Spencer to acquairtt 
him. of the fresh demand Mr. Vansittart had made. 'Tell him,' says 
be, 'that what with so many demands for indemnification to the 
Company, donation to the Army, restitution to the sufferers, the 
monthly payment exacted for the Troops, and what with the stiU 
unsettled, exhausted state of the country, it is absolutely out of my 
power to comply with this new demand for the squadron. I am therefore 
resolved to resign the Government if they go ori in this manner, arid 
let him and the Council appoint whom they please to manage the 
public affairs.' When I acquainted Mr. Spencer with this message, 
his answer was ' that several of the above demands had been made 
and agreed to before his arrived ; nor was l1e yet Governor. · That 
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His Excellency had better comply with the demand for 40 lak1s on 
accou.nt of Restitution, as fresh claims were coming in daily, and this 
would at once stop any further demands. That by continuing obst nate 
in his refusal he was obstructing his own interest, for had he con ent· 
ed but ten days ago, Mr. Vansittart would be gone away, he Mr. 
Spencer) would then have been in the Government and the N bob 
would then have everything done to his satisfaction ; but no he 
could neither go to Moorshedabad nor would Mr. Vansittart r sign 
the Government, nor could he himself come to the chair till the sti­
tution was settled. That the present desired for Commodore Ti ker 
was neither the Board's act nor bis, but as to the forty lakhs for les­
titution, he must, as a friend to the Nabob, desire I would go to him 
with his compliments and tell him it was his advi~e to ~in~ to 
comply ; for then, says he, Mr. Vansittart will resign the chai , I 

·shall be Governor and the Nabob may depend on my showing 1im 
every act of kindness.' 

"All this conversation I repeated to His Excellency, who a ed 
me ' whether these were the real sentiments of Mr. Spencer's h art 
or words of course only,' and said :'Why did you not lay greater st ess 
.on my:determination to quit the Government 1' to which I answ ed 
that I had urged every argument in my power, but that, as staying wo 
or three months longer in Calcutta must prove extremely injuriou to 
his affairs, I could not help recommending that he would take it · to 
further consideration. lipon which the Nabob said: 'I will con ult 
with Nundcomar.' 

«Jt was about this time that :Mr. Vansittart delivered with is 
own hand to the Nabob a paper which His Excellency thought• as • 
q_ouched. in dark and ambiguous terms implying that unless he 
agreed to their demands he would not be permitted to leave Calcut. 
Although neither he nor myself understood _the pa.per thoroughly, he 
Nabob was much offended with it, and asked 'how long an ans er 
to a letter would be coming from Europe.' I told him that he mi~t 
have an answer in about eighteen months, upon which he sat dot~ 
and. wrote a very long letter to the Court of Directors ; . t 
before he had finished it he signed the deed for forty lakhs, and the a 
further demand of eight lakhs was made. 

"The Nabob having sent me again to Mr. Spencer, I represP.nt d 
to that gentleman the injustice of this fresh demand after havi y: 
settled with His Excellency for forty lakhs, to which Mr. Spenc r 
replied ; 'I cannot help it. The accounts really amount to t · e 
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sum dema11ded, and you will inform the Nabob that he must pay it.' 
On my repeating this to His Exceilency, he said. 'They are much 
akin. Their dispositions are equally good towards me. The one 
works his end by violence (meaning Mr. Yansittart), the other by 
cunning:• 

"ln this manner they went on debating till Mr. Vansittart's 
departure, after which Mr. Spencer told the Nabob: 'We have been 
disputing here about a trifle. You had better pay tl1e eight lakhs. 
I am now Governor, and will support you to the utmost of my power. 
It will do us both credit that we have so easily settled this affair which 
eould not be adjusted in Mr. Vansittat·t's Government. I will l1ave 
no connection with your enemies. I will deliver up Assun Oola 
Cawi, and J.will hold no intercourse with Doolubram, Petruse or 
.Ramchurn.' These words seeemed to have influenced the Nabob, who 
paid 13 lakhs in Mr. Yansittart's time and lO lakhs in three ·different 
payments during Mr. Spencer's Goverment." 

Later on (at the same sitting of the Select Committee) 
:N uncomar was examined as to the donation to the Army, 
and then "Nabkissen, being questioned touching the dona­
tion to. the Army, delivers the following particulars upon 
oath:"-
. " I was not present when the agreement for a do,nation to the Army 
WaS made ; but I have frequently lieard froin the Nabob's own mouth 
that the 25 lakhs which he gave the Army was a free and voluntary gift. 
There \\•as a halt of the Army for the space of four days at·Doodnagur, ·-· . -wlien a committee composed of the officers assembled to regulate thedivi-
'sion of" tlJ.e Nabob's gift. Of this comlllittee, consisting of fhirteen offi­
cers, Major Adams desired I would acquaint His E~cellency requesting 
he would grant powers to the above gentlemen to make the distribution 
I went that evening . to the Nabob, but it being then his usual 
hour of eating, I could not see j1im ; of which I informed Major 
Adams, who ordered me t_o go back immediately to the Nabob, for 
that the business was of so ]lrgent a nature as would admit of no 
delay. .I saw the Nabob, and acquainting him with my message, he 
asked : 'Can any harm be meant me by this Committee?' And I 
answered : 'No-, there cannot ' upon which he said ; 'Do you draw 
out a paper such as they want, and I will sign it.' Accordingly I 
made a foul draft of the powers, which his own moonshee copied fair, 
and His Excellency signed.' 
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At the Select Committee next day (27th August 1766), 
Rajah N uncomar deposed on oath as to the donation made 
to the squadron. 

" ...... Upon all the Nabob's visits to Mr. Vansittart, I accom-
panied him ; but no sooner had we retired than Doolubram came to 
him. One day Mr. Vansittart sent for me, and told me it was I 
that prevented the Nabob's making a suitable present to Mr. Tinker. 
This I denied, affirming that it proceeded from the Nabob himself, who 
would not hear of it. When I related what Mr. Vansittart said to 
the Nabob, 'This all,' says he, ' is the trick and artifice of Doolubram 
to bring an odium upon your office. Since that is the case, I will 
execute a teep for ten lakhs of rupees. Do you go and deliver \t and 
let this affair be ended.' 'At the same time he sent f~Yr Ramchum 
and Nobkissen, and told them that he understood they wanted to 
remove N undcomar and place Doolubram in his office ; but if they 
did, he would immediately throw up the Government.'' 

Rajah Nuncomar continued his evidence before the Select 
Committee on the 29th August. He stated that 1\Ir. Vansittart 
had observed that "Captain Affleck was soon going away tq, 
China, and that he ought to be considered before his depar­
ture;" so "Let the Nabob give Captain Affleck Rs. 50,000 
and two lakhs to Mr. Tinker in ready money and for the 
remaining 12! lakhs he may give a kistbundee." 

" .... In four or five days, adds the Deponent, the 2! lakhs 
were provided and sent by Nobkissen to Mr. Tinker, who dedu~ed • 
about 13,000 rupees for the commission he promised me, which he sent 
by Nobkissen. Of this I kept 9,000 to myself and gave Nobkissen 
4,000 rupees for his trouble." 

The next witness (at the same sitting of the Committee) 
W[t~> N ubkissen. The entry is as follows :-

" N obkissen, Moonshee, is brought before the Committee and duly 
sworn, after which he declares upon oath as follows :-

"'In the year 1763 I was with the Army at Doorgothy in the service 
of Major Adams. There came a letter then from Mr. Vansittart to 
the Major, who, after perusing it, told me it was to this purpose. 
'That when the squadron Wfts here before with Admiral Watson; the 
Nabob gave 50 lakhs of rupees for the joint use of the fleet and the 
army. That Mr. Tinker, a very great man, was now arrived, and 
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ought to hav~ 25 lakhs, and that he, Mr. Vansittart, requested 
Major Adams to speak to the Nabob upon the subject.' Major Adams 
desired I would let the Nabob know this, and return to him with his 
answer. When I told the Nabob the purport of the letter, he replied: 
'Who is this Mr. Tinked ire has done me no service. I have already 
driven Cos!lim Ally ont of the country ; if I wanted him, I would 
have' called for him, ·and gratified him ; but now what has he done 
for me?' I asked what answer should be. returned to Mr. Vansittart. 
-'Do you,' says he, 'tell him plainly that I find he wants to 
revive our disputes ; like a >·ocket, no sooner imrnm·sed in water .tltan 
7't a~~cend.~ again ~n'tk wwbated and undiminished l~tst1·e,' remarking 
at the same time to me that when he left Calcutta everything had 
been ·adjustad. In a. word His Excellency was extremely incensed, 
and I went and informed Major Adams· of the issue of my message. 
What answer the Major sent Mr. Vansittart I don't know; but three 
or four days after came another letter from llfr. Vansittart to the 
Major, enclosing one to the Nabob. On-receiving .them the- Major 
told me: 'Do you carry this letter to the Nabob ; tell him I have 
received another to the ~arne purport as the former, and desire he 
will consider of an answer and do what he thinks best.' Upon deliver­
ing the letter and message to the Nabob, he said: 'How can Major 
Adams, who is commanding officer on the part of the King of England, 
ask me to comply with so unjust a request?' I answered that I 

· would acquaint the Major with what His Excellency said. When 
I told the Major, he said : 'We must be quiet for the present; but 
take an opportunity of seeing tlie Nabob again when he is in better 

• h.n~our, and hear then what he will say.' I frequently afterwards 
mentioned the subject to the Nabob; but he always grew so angry 
as to refuse hearing me.; upon which I declared as my opinion to 
Major Adams that it was in vain going any more to His Excellency, 
for I was certain he never would give anyt)ling on this account. 

" I know nothing further of this affair till after the Major's death, 
when I went to Chandf'rnagore, of which District I. was fougedar. 
While I resided there in the month of May or June 1764; I received 
a letter from Mr. Tinket·'s Banian, desiring me in his master's name 
to come down immediately to Calcutta, for he had business with me 
of very great moment. I came down ac.:ordingly and waited on Mr. 
Tinker, who asked me 'Why I left Calcutta and lived at Chander­
nagore. Why I did not rather stay with him, for he had a great deal 
of business for me.' He then told me of the teep for o lal{hs procured 
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by Doolubrarn, which hi;) would not receiw. ' You mu"'t write,' ;say>~ 
he,' to Nundcomar; tell him that l am hiH friend, that I could not 
receive the teep procured by Doolnbmm, because [choose to have the 
business transacted by him. You may >~ay that I know the Nabab has 
lost a good friend in Major Adams, hut I am a mueh greater man than 
him and more able to do him st>rvic:e ; for I will manage his business 
with the Council, with the Company, and with the King of Englanrl 
himself.' He then produced a box filled with a great number of 
papers. 'Look here,' say8 he, 'thesP are the particulars I have 
written relative to the afiairs of this country, which I will lay before 
the King, and to which he will pay great attention. Within the space 
of two years I will so manage the Nabub'R alfah·s that he no I"nger 
need pay any regard to the (:ouneil. • 

"After this, whenever I c-hanced to miss a day without waiting on 
Mr. Tinker, he sent a chubdar to call ntt>. 1 did ll<>t, however, write 
in the manner he desired ; but I a11q nainted ::'\ undcornar with the 
substance of what passed, and, in the letters I wrote to the Nabob, 
referred to my correspondence with N undcornar. ~fr. Tinker pressed 
me to write to him every day, which I said I would not do, for, if 
my letters should be intercepted by )Ir. Vansittart, he '"onld b~ 
very angry. 'No, no,' s:tys he, • I will answer for it, he will not be 
angry ; I am now going to him ; do you accompany me.' 

"\Vhen we carne there, ~Jr. Vausittart encouraged me and 
desired I would be under no apprehension, but write as the Commo­
dore directed. To which I answered ' that l could not engage in the 
affair, for if things went wrong I ~hould be blamed.' ~lr. VansitMart 
then again l'epeated 'Don't be afraid ; l will take care of you,' and 
spoke very kindly. 

"Soon after this the Commodore recommended me as Banian to 
Major Munroe ; but I did not act in that capacity myself, but per· 
formed the business by a deputy. In this interim the Nabob 
came to Calcutta; and some visits of colllpliments having passed be· 
tween His Excellency, Mr. Vanshtart, and the Commodore, one day 
l\Ir. Tinker called me and said : 'Yon know there is a certain 
affair in. agitation between the ~abob and rue.' I replied: 'This 
business is conducted by a Mr. Vansit.hrt;' and he answered: 'If 
you imagine the Nabob is averse to having this affair pass through 
Mr. Vansittart's hands, let me know, and 1 will go and talk to His 
Excellency myself.' I told him 'I could not make any reply ; but I 
would let him know in a few days.' 
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" When first .Mr 
the Nabob, he was v 
business with Mr. V1 
expressing himself 1 

remove N undcomar : 
means he would pr( 
he was determind 
allow of any further 
to such exaction, the.J 
they might place l 
wanted.' The Nab 
continually sending 

threatening J.lim an< 
but he was resolved 
the subject. He also 
tone : ' It was in c 
unless you can applJ 
to me, nor come nea 
but, being informec 
office, I then went a 
his new appointrnen 
he consented to tb 
expect to see Doc 
neithE-r His Excelle1 
Calcutta, which rnm 

" It was after 
bee'h with him a da: 
very angry told l 
to manage it ;' wi 
desired me to acq 
said, and bring b: 
public r-eport that 1 
and Doolubrarn be 1 

tion ; and asked 
1\'Ir. Spencer Jaughe 
He is hurting bot!: 
Had he listened t 

~foorshedabad.' 

ansittart mentioned a present for 1\fr. Tinkel' to 
angry, and told me aftewards: 'I can never do 

.ttart with any satisfaction, for he is my enemy,' 
f he believed Mr. Vansittart's intention was to 
! raise Doolubram to his employment by which 
,·e the present for Mr. Tinker, adding ' that 
;er to admit Doolubram to that station, nor 

.1ation to the squadron; but rather than submit 
.auld themselves appoint a Subadar under 1rJwm 
lubram, and then obt<1in the donation they 
further told me that :M.r. Y ansittart was 

Nundcomar a,bout this money for ·the squadron, 
aking him carry messa.ges to him (the Nabob); 
ot to hear anything N undcomar should say on 
lme and some others of his servants in an angry 
equence of your letters I came to Calcuta ; but 
·me relief to my prellent necessities, don't speak 
Je.' Accordingly we kept away for some days, 
hat Doolubram was appointed to Nnndcomar's 
told the Nabob that Doolubram was to have 
ublicly notified in a few days, and that, unless 
iemand on behalf of the squadron, he must 
>ram in charge of the administration, when 

nor N undcomar would be permitted to le;we 
.ring inevitable ruiJ; on his affairs. ' 
is the Nabob told me that Mr. Vansittart had 

r two before, and upon his (the Nabob's) being 
'Sir, if you do not consent, we know how 

which His Excellency being deeply afl:l.icted, 
nt 1\fr. Spencer of what Mr. Vansittart had 

his answer. I told Mr. Spencer it was the 
Exce~lency and N undcomar would be kept here 
t to the city to take charge of the administra­
u if there were any grounds for the report. 
tnd said : 'The Nabob's a foolish weak man. 
s and himself, and I will give him no advice. 
:ne before he would ha"e been long since at 

"With this I quainted the Nabob, who said; 'What a dis-
tressed situation an in ! I am come to Calcutta where I have not a 
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Tell him to come to me tllis night.' Adding, in a violent rage : 'Let 
me once but get away from Calcutta and I shall then know how to act.' 

"Not long after I went to Mr. Tinker, he asked me : 'Have you 
heard the news, that the Nabob and Nundcomar are to be kept in 
Calcutta I Had they been my friends who would have presumed to dis­
tress them? The Nabob might then have returned with credit to the 
city. If he will embrace it, he has good fortune still attending him. 
My nephew Lord Clive is coming. Colonel Coote is my particular friend. 
Mr. Spencer consults me in everything. In short, there is nothing 
done without my approbation ; and should Lord Clive know in what 
manner the Nabob has slighted me, he will be very angry. Should I 
not. stay till his arrival, the Nabob would himself be convinced how 
much his Lordship esteems me. On my going away I viii leave the 
necessary instructions with 1fr. Spencer, and on my arrival in England 
I will send for Colonel Coote to my house and have some conversation 
with him. I shall then have an audience of the king, and a few days 
after I will present to His Majesty all my papers relative to this coun­
try. But there is one thing you must do for me, you must get a lettet· 
from the Nabob to the King of Great Britain. His Excellency must 
also give me a dress, with the propPr jewels and sword, in which dress 
I shall wait on His Majesty to deliver the Nabob's letter ; let me 
know the propet hom·, and I will wait on the Nabob in person.' 

"I went to the Nabob and repeated word for word the above con­
VeJ;sation. Mr. Tinker also visited him the next day, and related all 
these cil'cumstances with his own lips to the Nabob. After he was gone, 
I remained with His Excellency, who told me 'that he found, unless he 
agreed to the demand for the squadron, llfr. Vansittart would ~ot 
permit either him or N undcomar to leave Calcutta; he must therefore 
submit.' 'Mr. Tinker,' says he, 'will manage with the Council. Let 
us see what he will do.' In consequence, the several deeds were exe­
cuted; after which Mr. Tinker told me that l\ft-. Vansittart had 
applied to the Nabob for a paper acknowledging that his donation to 
the navy was voluntary and of his own free will. 'Do you,' says he, 
' go in my name and tell His Excellency he will much oblige me by 
giving an acknowledgement to me likewise.' This request I mentioned 
t J the Nabob, hut cannot say whether ever it was gl'anted. All I know 
i~ that, soon after, Me. Tinker told me: 'I am the Nabob's and 
Nundcomar's real friend. ·why haw they expres~ed the note in such 
doubtful and ambiguous terms as render it of no signification I 
~fr. Vansittart has drawn up another; ReP and g<>t it signed by 
the Nabob.' 



".Afterwards when I ~aw the Nabob he desired I would itimwdiately 
get a letter drawn up from him to the Company, specifying his several 
grievances, and particularly his heavy sufferings on account of resti­
tution to the merchants and donation to the navy-which letter went 
home )Jy Major Shirlock. Another letter filled with similar, but still 
more bitter, complaints went home by Lieutenant Grant, who was 
Secretary to Colonel Coote." 

At a meeting of the Select Committee, August 30, 1766, 
Ramchmn, late Banian to Mr. Vansittart, was examined 
as to the donation to the Navy. He said :-

" ...... But as he [Mr. Tinker] conferred much oftener with J uggut 
Chu~ and Nobkissen than with me upon this subject these will' be 
Rble to give you the best account .. ,. ... '; 

Ramchurn said he tool~ the Nabob's Obligation (f?r five 

lakhs) and letter to Mr. Tinker, who declared himself affronted. 

He said: 
" ...... I find th:Jt neither you nor Mr. Vausittart are propei· 

persons to transact my business. You are not upon term!!! of friendship 
with the Nabob. I will therefore manag·e it myself. Nundcomar's 
son-in-law and Nobkissen, the Nabob's Vakil, are here; I will employ 

them ...... " 

Ramchurn went on with his evidence up to the Nabob'r:; 

arrival in Calcutta. .Then as to Tinker's affair, he said : 
" ...... How it was concluded I don't know, as it was entirely 

triij1sacted between theN a bob, N undcomar, Mr. Tinker, J uggut Chun~, 
and Nobkissen ...... " 

This body of evidence constitutes an unwritten chapter 
of Indian history, which, as already observed, hardly 
needs to have ~ts moral pointed. It is the first instance, of 
which it is possible to discover traces, of the fleecing of a 
Nabob. Its effect on the mind of the Nabob may be read 
in the extracts ; and very likely the story spread and pro­
duced its effects on other minds also. 

Mr. Vansittart, so often mentioned in these depositions, 
had been appointed Governor of Calcutta in 1761. He 
appointed Ram Churn Roy ns his Dewan (or Banian). 

He sent for Nabob Jafferaly Khan, Subadar, and Nabob 
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Mozu:ffeJjung, ~aib Subadar, from l\Ioorsheda&ad to UalcuLta 
and removed them t'rom the musnud for some faults they had 
committed. ~abob K•1ssimaly Khan being appointed Subadar 
removed from }foorshedabad to :Monghyr and treacherously 
killed all the English gentlemen of ~Ioorshedabad, Patna, 

Cossimbazar, &c., and despatched almost all the nobles of' 
Bengal, including Royrayan Ommed Roy, Maharaja 
Ramnarain, Raja Rajbullabha and his son, and Jagat :::lett 

and his brother. Jafferaly Khan, :aioznfferjung and :\lahara.ia 
Doollubhram who were then in Calcutta escaped the general 

fate. • 
Afterwards Major Adams went to war against Kassimaly 

Khan. N ubkissen accompanied him. He fought a hattie 
at Oody ~nllah, defeated Kassimaly Khan and pursued him 
across the nullah (ditch or canal). Kassimaly Khan, however, 

managed to effect his escape. ~ ubkis~en, fatigued with 

incessant work under the order of l\'lajor Adams, was taken ill 
and confined to his tent. The soldiers ot" the .Nabob plundered 
his tent and attempted to take his life, but he saved himself 
by a daring feat. He jumped into the nullah, swam across it 
and joined the British army. Major Adams also, in conse­

quence of hardships and exertions, fell ill. N ubkissen and 

Mr. Skinner were bringing him to Calcntta in a boat, ~ut 

unfortunately he expired on the way. 
)1r. Vansittart embarked for Europe before Lord Clive's 

arrival on the 3rd ~lay, .176;), His appointment of Kassimaly 
Khan as Subadar had proved disastrous and he had not the 

heart to face Lord Ulive. Nubkissen was now employed a:s 
the confidential adviser of Lord Clive a:; before. After 
consulting him, Clive rein,;tated ,Jafl'eraly Khan as Subadar 
and 1\Iozufferjnng as Naib Subadar. Xubkissen accompanied 
Ulive as far as Allahabad on the occasion that a treaty was 
concluded with His }lajcsty Bhah Alum and His Highness 
Nabob Shuja-ud-Dowlah. He obtained from His l\Iajesty on 

the 2nd Showal 1179 Higerec (1765 A.D.) the dignity of 
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Munsub Punjhazaree, three thousand sowar or horsemen, 
the title of R.aja Bahadoor and a Palkee and many other 
paraphernalia. He received from His Highness the Nabob 

. valuable J(helats and other marks of honor ; and on the same 
day a :M:unsub of one thousand five hundred sowar and the 

title of Roy were conferred on his t:wo elder brothe1:s. 
Nnbkissen proceeded vvith Lord Clive to Benares and 

Azimabad. He effected a settlement of the Province 
of Benares with Maharaja Bulwant Singh, and of the 
Province of Behar with Maharaja Shitab Roy, and came 

backJ;o Calcutta with Lord Olive. 
One day as Lord Olive was engaged in the Council 

Chamber in consultation on the subject of r!'war~ing the 
useful services rendered by N ubkissen, a Persian-letter in 

answer to one of Lord Clive's, arrived from the Stibadar of 

Arcot and his Lordship desired Nubkissen to read and explain 

it. N ubkissen finding the contents to be adverse to his own 
interests remained silent for a moment, but was obliged to 
interpret it, on being pressed. The substance of the letter was 

as follows : " It is my wish also that the war with the English 

Company being ended and a treaty concluded with them, 
both the Powers continue on good terms, but Raja Nobo­
cri$na, who manages the Company's affairs, being the 

son of Dewan R.am Churn, the associate of my enemy 
1\Ioneeruddin Khan, will obstruct the intended negotiations, 
for which reason it is needless to make mention of peace 

during the continuance of Raja Nobocrishna." Olive, on tlie 
letter being explained to him, desired Nubkissen to wait in 
an- adjoining room for a short time. N ubkissim's feeliJ;Igs, at 

that moment of suspense, may well be imagined. Great was 
his relief when Clive, after a consultation with his Council, 
addressed him to the following effect : " Why did you not 
inform me so long that you were of such a noble family ? 
The Company have derived great benefit from your 

services and laborious undertakings. Not knowin~ the rank 
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uJ' your de~cent wo could not :;how you the rc::;pecL due to it, 
From this day we appoint yon Dewan to the Ron'blc 

l'ompany uud title and robe of hononr, etc., shall !,c 

conferred on yon shortly.'' 

In the _year 1180 HigerPL' (liLiLi A.D.) Lord Olive was 
pleased t.o get a Firman or .:llandate from Hi;; ~fajdsty 
:Shah Alum, granting Nnbkissen a dignity of 1\Inn~nb Shush 
Hazaree, four thousand sowar, ami the title of ~iaharaja. 

He was pleased also to bc'3tow upon him a Gold Medal with 

a Persian in~eription, as a trstimonial to all India of the 
regard which Lord Clive aud the Hon'blc Company lutcl for 

his faithful and honest services, a Kltelat witli a preciou8 

garland of pearls, a head-dress, a shield, a sword and various 
other costly paraphernalia, including silver Assa and Sotta,­
mace arid stafl',-still the insignia of the 8ovabazar Rajas, 

borne by their attendant,; when they go out on formal 

occaswn,;. His Lordship allowed him a guard of sepoys to 
watch his gate, and de,;ired to fix for him a monthly salary of 

Rs. 2,000, upon which Nnbkissen represented to Lord 
(Hive that through his Lordship't; benevolence he was not 

under the necessity of receiving. from the Honorable Com­

pany such a large sum per mensem, but that a monthly 
allowance of Rs. 200 might be fixed for him and his lteirs 

in perpetuity to preserve the status of his family. Clive com­
plied with his representation and had the kindness to conduct 
him to his conveyance on an elephant, and the 1\Iaharaja 

came home in a grand procession, scattering rupees all 
about him. He received the sum of Rs. 200 every month 
from the General Treasury as long as he lived, but the 
allowance was not continued to any ofhis heirs. Lord Clive 
before finally leaving India in 17tJ7 gave the charge of Govern­
ment to l\h, V erelst, and :Maharaja N ubkissen continued in the 
capacity of Political Dewan or Political Banyan to the Com­
pany and discharged his dntir,; to the complrte sat.isfaction 

of the new Governor. 
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A reference to the Gold Medal with the Persian inscrip­
ti2n will Le found in a letter of Mr. Henry Strachey's, dated 

1793, which runs ru; follows :-

DEAR NOBKISSEN, 

\VrLL 81'REE'r LoNDON, 

Tlze 8tll .Jfa:y 1793. 

A few weeks ago, I had the pleasure to receive your letter, by 
'the Eu?•opa, acknowledging the receipt of mine, .and informing me 

of the kind notice you had taken of my son. Your finding a proper 
person to instruct him in the· Persian language, and sending your 
own son to hii11 often, are very essential services, and for which I 
am mu.ch obliged to you. But there is one part of your letter which 
does not meet with my approbation. I mean that part, whe1·e 
you say he shall command your purse. You know it is against the 
law for him to receive money. from any body, and if he borrows it 
he will be in debt, which occasions the ruin of many young gent.Ie­
men in Bengal. If you can teach him economy,. and prevent his 
being cheated or imposed upon by his servants, you will lay both him 
and me under great and lasting obligations. Although one reason 
of his going to India, was, that he might grow rich, yet I hope he 
will attain that object by degreee, and by means of his own industry. 

I would rather, he remained poor all his life, than that ·he should 
get money in any way that would disgrace himself and his family. 

I am very glad that you con.tinue grateful for the favors and 
honors bestowed upon you by. our great and good friend Lord 

· Clive;. When I see his son (who is a fine :young man) I shall not 
fail to deliver him your message. Lady Clive is well, but as she 
lives up the country, I seldom have an opportin1ity of seeing her. 
I have sent her your letter to read, as I know it would entertain her. 

I remen,1ber your medal, with the Persian inscription, and. ap· 
prove much of your preserving it in your family, as a testimon:{ to 
all India of the regard which Lord Cli,,e and the· Company had 
fot' your fait,hful ::~,nd honest services. 

It will always give me pleasure to hear of your health and pros­
perity. ·write to me often, and I will as often send you my answers. 

This letter will be delivered to you by my second son, Edward 
Strachey, whom I hope ~·ou will favor with your advice and protec­
tion, in the same manner as you do my eldest son. 

I pray G0cl to bless you. What can I say more? 
Your faithful friend, 

(Sn.) HEXRY 8TRACHEY. 



CHAPTER IV. 

·ADVANCEMENT IN LIF:J!l UP TO 1770. 

NJ;JBKISSEN was :now a made man. The steps of his 
steady rise have been rapidly traced. In 17 50 he was an 
obscure youth, who was content to accept the office of Persian 
tutor to Warren Hastings.· In 17 56, living in an obscure 
village, Panchgay, near Diamond Harbour, he supplied the 
Engli~ refugees there with provisions in spite of the prohi­
bition of the·Nawab, and he brought them valuable informa­
tion relating to the Nawab's movements. In 1760 he became 
Clive's Munshi. In 1763 he was banyan to Major Adams 
during the war with Meer Cossim. In 1764, as has already 
been seen, he had acquired great iil'fluence with Clive and 
come to be in his confidence. In Decemb~r of that year 
Nuncomar, who was then Meer Jaffir's Dewan, sent two 
lakhs of rupees through Nubkissen to Vansittart, as the 
following letter will show :-

From 
• 

To 

Selection No. 726. Letter from Nund Coomar. 
(Persian Department, No. 301.) 

N UND Coo MAR. 

V ANSITTART. 

Received 26th December, 1864. 

Upon my arriv~tl at Moorshedabad with His Excellency the 
20th of this month, I applied myself to the regulation of affairs there. 
I despatched to-day, the 25th of Jewady-ul-sany, on boats from the 
city the sum of two lacs, balance remaining of the twenty lacs 
on account of the damages sustained by the merchants. Please God 
tl1ey will arrive in five or six days. A list of the several sorts of 
rupees is sent to Nubkishen Moonshee, he will deliver the same to 
you, etc., etc.-Rev. Long's Selections from Recm·ds of the Govermnent 

of India. 

Nubkissen in the early days o£ his appointment under 
Clive had little influence. In regard to that there is the 
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evidence of C'live himself. In a ~iinut~: by John John::;tone, 

dated June 17, 1763, then' wa" an insinuation that Clive had 
reeein'd hrilw~ through ..:om<> :-;uhordinate..:, one of whom wth 

Nuhki~..:en. HP wrotP: 
'·The Select Committee have been pleased to lay before the Board 

several narratives of ~Iahomed Reza ('awn and ,J nggut Seat touching 
presents that have been made to sundry gentlemen by the Nabob ...... 
\VP appeal to the world if Ramthurn Roy, who his Lordship certified 
served him entirely to his satisfaction--if Coja-Petruse, N ubkisseu 
Munshy, Nundcomar, or any other of those able conveyancets 
were to be seized and confined close ptisoners and made to answer, 
whetlwr they· willed or not, on oath to every '-tnestion that tt future 
( 'ommittee or Governor and Council should pnt to tl~E'm as to tlw • money their masters received.'' ...... 1 

{ 'liw\ answPr is worthy of notP. ~ 
. . . "\Vith regard to Mr . .Johnstone's observation concerning 

Ramchurn, Petruse, N undocomar and Nnbkissen, the first was dis­
missed my servia-, the second turned out of ruy house and the third 
put under confinement with a guard. All of them [ look upon as 
villains and I defy all or either of tlwm to produce a circumstance to 
my dishonour. As to the last, he was a man of no consequence at 
that time and never entrusted with matters of tlw least confidence." 

The aJmis ... ion• contained in the a<·eu~ation and the dP­
fence nwrit attention. Johnt;tone ref\'rs to X nUd~sPn as an 

able eonwymH·<·r, atHl ('liw ha" not a word to ,:a~' ug~tin..:t 

his hone..:ty. 
X uhkis,;eu ,;tated m one of hi~ dPpo,.;ition,- ah·ead \' 

.quoted that ht.• was Foujedar of ( 'handemagorP in 1764. 
There i::; offieial Pvidenee that m 1 il;t; X uhkj,..,..pn bad 

come to be rPcognisPd a,; one of the "'persons most re:-;pon­
;;ible and whosP character;; and ;;ervices merit consideration," 

a,; the following document will show : -
AT SELECT CoMMITTEE, Noz•mnber 4, 1766. 

"Advertisements having been already published that the Hon'ble 
Company's Pergunnahs were now to be let upon first leases, pursuant 
to a Resolution of this Committee, bearing date the 2nd of December 

1 Appendix to the Proceedin::s of the Select Committee. 17ti5, No, 7. 
2 Same Appendix, No.8. 
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la~t, 'Lhat the leaseti of the present Farmers should expi1·e on the 
l::;t day of November, 1766; tl1at the present renters should in future 
be excluded, and that the benefit of the lands should be diffused in 
the most extensive and equitable manner possible amongst all the 
reputable Banians and black inhabitants of Calcutta,' and divers 
petitions for lands being now presented to the Committee, 

".Agreed that the following list be selected from the great number 
of petitioners as persons t.he most responsible arid wlw'se characters 
and services merit consideration, and that they be desired to attend 
next Tuesday in order the lands may be di,rided into lots and tlw 
rents adjusted by the most equitable valuation." 

A ljst of 40 names is given, Nubkissen standing at the head. 

During (!live's :-ocond visit to India Nubkissen material­
ly assisted him in purifying the administration. That work 
o£ Clive's i~ described by Macaulay as " one of the most 
t•xtensin•, difficult. and salutary reforms that eYPl' wi\!' 

accomplished by any statesman." And t.here are reasons 
for pre;;mning that Nubkissen rendered to him great 
services in the accomplishment of that noble work. 
He accompanied Clive to Allahabad \Yhen the Dewanny 
wa~ obtained, pre:mmably on his advice or suggestion. 
Naturally, honours came thick and fast on him. The Em­

i)eror Shah Alum was apparently more pleased with tlw 
recof;nition o£ his paramount title by Clive's application for 
a grant of the Dewanuy than sorry for the virtual loss o£ his 
empire. As Macaulay puts it : " The Mogul was absolutely 
helpless ; and, though he murmured, had reason to be well 
pleased that the English were disposed to give solid rupees, 
which he never could have extorted from them, in exchange 
for a few Persian characters which cost him nothing. A 
bargain was speedily struck ; and the titular sovereign of 
Hindostan issued a warrant, empowering the Company to 
collect and administer the re.-enues o£ Bengal, Orissa and 
Behar." The Emperor was pleased to confer on Nubkissen 
the honours and rewards already mentioned, obviously in 
recognition o£ the part played by him in conducting the 
negotiations. The title o£ Maharaja Bahadur wa" not, 
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however, assumed by Nubkissen before the 25th January 
17761• 

The position and influence or" Nubkissen were now 
assured. To crown his distinctions, he was, on the recom­
mendation of Clive, appointed Political Banian to the East 
India Company on the 16th January 1767. The following 
is a copy of the official paper with reference t.o the appoint­
ment:-

Fort William, Jan. 16, 1767, at a Select Committee : 
"Lord Clive (President) recommending Nobkissen Moonshee to 

the protection of the Committee. • 
"Resolved that, in consideration of his faithful and anigent services, 

Nobkissen be appointed the Hon'ble Company's Political Banyan, with 
a salary annexed of 200 rupees per mensem, the same to commence 
from this date." 

This was the last meeting of the Select Cemmittee that 
Lord Clive presided at before his return to Europe. 

Nubkissen secured for the Nuddea Rajas their title. The 
fact is worthy of attention as a proof not only of his absence 
of jealousy towards men highly placed, but of his appreciation 
of them and his desire to help and advance them. Evidence 
of this fact is to be found in the following petition :- · 

To 
THE Ho:N'BLE THE GovERNOR-GENERAL. 

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF R.AJAH NOBKISSEN. 

That at the time Lord Clive went to Illiabad to visit the King, 
Mr. Sumner applied to him to obtain the title and Jalurdar palanquin, 
etc., for the R.ajah of Burdwan, at which opportunity your petitioner 
requested the same title, etc., might be also obtained for the Nuddf>a 
Rajah and did accordingly pay the N nzzurannah of ten thousand 
rupees for the service of the latter; and Lord Clive on his return to 
Calcutta favoured both the R.ajahs with the above titles, etc. When the 
Nuddea R.ajah mentioned that as your petitioner was not at all bene­
fited by the said title, etc., which is. to continue to his descendants, he 
thought proper to give your petitioner the little village or mohnt­
tron land called Serampore or Moolajore ; but your petitioner made 

1 Forrest's Selection8 from the State Papers, Vol. II., p. 480. 
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then an objection to expect a gift of the Rajah, because he was a 
Bramin, and therefore proposed that he would not take it without the 
Rajah's acknowledging the.above ten thousand rupees to be looked upon 
as an acknowledgment for such mohuttron ; and it was settled accord­
ingly to the satisfaction of the Rajah ; yom petitioner obtained the 
Sunnud in the Bengal year ll73 for the said village which in the 
Bengal year 1171 was rated _at no more than 625 rupees for the 
annual jummah. . . . . . .. 

• (Sd.) NoBKISSEN. 

In a book called " The Nomenclature " deposited m the 
Record Department of the Government of India, Nubkissen 
is desctibed as having been "Lord Clive's Dewan at the time 

• 
of the elevation of Jafur Ulee Khan to the Musnud of Bengal. 
He amassed an immense fortune on that occasion and subse­
quently upon the acquisition of the Dewanee was placed by 
Lord Clive in the most confidential situations." There is no 
doubt that at this time Nubkissen was, if ever man was, a 
pluralist. He had charge of the following Government offices 
which he used to hold in his Sovabazar buildings : The Muns!ti 
Dafter (Persian Secretary's Office), A rzbegi Daftar (Petition 
receiving office), .Jatimala Kaclwri (Tribunal for hearing and 
deciding cases relative to caste), the Money Godown (or Com­
pany's Treasury), the Mal Adalat (Financial Court) of the 
24-Parganas, Tahsil Daftar (Office of Collector) of the 
24-Parganas. As a humorous writer has it : "-It is not the 
length, breadth, and depth of his titles, it is not the outward 
sign~ of honor by which the importance of Nubkissen can be 
correctly estimate?. Rather the multitudinous and onerous 
official duties which belonged to him defined his proper posi­
tion. At one and the same time he held seven offices. The 
Banian to the Committee or Political Dewan, he was the 
Persian Secretary, the Receiver of Petitions, the President of 
the Caste Tribunal, the Keeper of the Treasury, the Head of 
the Revenue Court of the 24~Parganas, the Collector of the 
24-Parganas, and what not. With other years he filled other 
vosts, but whether they were added to the old ones, or whether 
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he had to relinquish :;ome, is unknown. This we know that 

over and abon' his regular duties he was frequently called on 
to execute job:'. Besides his ordinary offices, he may he saitl 
to have been a minister "·ithout a portfolio. ·what an index 
these duties and more to the capacity of a single individual 
and to the confidence repo~ed in him by his masters ! Thi:; 
man was half the Government ! How thi~ Brobdignagian 

• official stalked amid,.;t the puny admini:;tratorsl including hi" 
.~uperior5, who divided among themselvf's tlw other half and 
~eemed ready to break down under its weight." 1 

In illustration of the influcncP and positi~n of • Nub­
kis~en at thi:o pm;iod, the following letters may be incidentally 
referr<.'d to :- -

Persiw~ Department Pi'oceedings, Lette,·s lleceiced, 1767 ancl 1768. 
From 

R,\JAH DIAP.A1i Pu~nrr 

To 
.i\lR, Y EHELS'l'. 

Your servnnt has at tllii> ti!lle recei,·ed a hundred gold nwhul'H 
from the Nabob Ryfe-ul-Uowla, 100 from ~h. Syke~, 200 from the 
Xawab nlahomed I:.eza Khau, aml 50 from .Mahah I:.ajah l\Iihindm· 
as a Nazar for the sacred presence. This I write for your Excellen­
cy's iufommtiou. Mr. Syke~ and the ~abob ~Iahomed Reza Khan 
ordered your servants to provide ~t string of pearls agreeab!c to 
Pstablished custom for .:\Iahah I:.ajah }Jihindlll·, which having got in 
readiness I delivered to them, who presented it to the aforesaid ~Iahah­
Rajah. Your servant has been favoured with no Nazar for sacred 
presence on account of your Excellency, nor have any of the ~ther 
gentlemen delivered him any. ·whatever Nazar your Excellency shall 
think proper to present to His .:\Iajesty you will -put in a purse under 
your own seal, after the manner of the Nabob Syfe-ul-Dowlah and 
direct the other gentlemen that they deliver their Nazars for Hi~ 
Majesty to your servants after the example of your Excellency. 
'Vhen the Xazar shall arrive in the presence from the Nabob Syfe-nl­
Dowlah, Mr. Syke~, ~Iahomed Reza Khan and l\ialm Rajah Mihm­
dur and no Nazar shall appear from your Excellency, your own 
i<Uperior judgment will point out yon, what ideas will enter into His 

11Ioo1wjee'.~ Mauazinu, Aprill861, pages HG, Hi. 
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Majesty's breast. A shukah from the sacred presence addressed to 

your Excellency arrived with me some days since, and I transmitted 
it to your presence accompanied with a ·letter from the Nabob 
J\linere-ut-Dowlah through the hands of Hajah Nobkissen. A 2nd 
shu~ah is at this time arrived with me accompanied by another letter 
f1·om the Nabob and I now tmnsmit it to you enclosed. . . . . 

Persian Depndrnent p,·oceedings, Lette1·s Receit>ed 1767 and 1768. 

No. 32. 

From 
TnE NAWAD ~iEXIRE-UT-DowLAH 

To • 
IIERELST. 

On the 16th January I arrived at Allahabad and paid the duties 
of allegiance to His Majesty. God is witness how heavy the hours of 
absence have sat upon your friend and how incessantly your praises 
hang upon his tongue. May the Almighty soon raise a conjuncture 
and create a cause which may again restore me to the society of your 
Excellencies. _My gracious Lord I have written you five several times 
without having yet been favoured with a single answer. I entreat that 
my addresses may be honoured with your immediate notice, and 
tlmt you will order timely answer to be written. 

I particularly reguest your strongest injunctions to Maim Rajah 
N obkissen for this purpose. 

This letter is corroborative evidence that Nubkissen had 
nlr.eady been made a Maharaja. 

Influence never fails to excite jealousy, and one i~ not snr~ 
prised to find that the eminent position and commanding 
influence of Nubkissen at this time made him many enemies. 
Men whose ill~feeling and designs of active hostility had so 
long been latent; felt themselves encouraged to throw aside 
all reserve after Nubkissen's friend, patron and protector 
had left the country. Within three months after CliYe had. 
left India complaints \Yere preferred against Nubkissen to 
the Select Committee. One Ram N ath Das complained of 
extortion practised on him by Nubldssen, and two men, Ram 
Sunar Ghosc and Nemoo Gnngoolee, charged him with haY­
ing Yiolated the ·wife of a Brahmin. The Select Committee 
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caused both the charges to be thoroughly enquired into. They 
were found to be false, Nubkissen was acquitted, and the 
complainants and their abettors were ordered to be punished. 
It transpired in the course of the inquiry that at least one 
of the complaints, that of outrage on a woman, had been 
instigated by Nuncomar. Nubkissen had already been 
brought into relations with Nuncomar, but it will be con­
venient to reserve for separate notice all facts concerning 
Nuncomar and his trial (which had not yet come) that may be 
relevant to this biography. Concerning the charges just 
referred to, the enquiry held and the decision arrived as, the 
best that can be done is to let the following original docu­
ments speak for themselves :-

AT SELECT COMMIT'l'EE ON APRIL 18, 1767. 

The Hon'ble the President Jays before the Committee the 
following petition presented to him by Nobkissen Moonshy. 

To 

THE HoN'BLE HARRY VERELST, EsQ., 
President and Governor, cJI:c., cJI:c., of Fo1·t William. 
THE MEMORIAL oF NoBOKISSEN OF CALCUTTA. 

HUMBLY SHEWETH, 

That it is with the utmost difficulty and reluctance your Petitioner 
is reduced to the disagreeable necessity of begging your Honour's 
patience for the perusal of the following, which nothing but the most 
dear and valuable of all earthly privileges, the defence of his charac­
ter, could have made him thus presume to trouble you with, at the 
same time hopes his conduct has been and ever shall be, unblameable 
before your eyes. 

Your Memorialist, the first time Lord Clive was in Bengal during 
the Government of the Nabob Surajah Doulah, was employed and 
entrusted with all private engagements made between the Nabob 
Jaffer Ally Cawn and his Lordship, al:;;o during the war with Cossim 
Ally Cawn, he was from the beginning to the end attending on Major 
Adams, and executed such services as caused his Lordship on his 

return to this country to take him again into his service ; and as his 
Lordship found him desirous of no other employment than that of the 
public, and constant and fai5hful in the discharge of his duty, he was 
graciously pleased to raise him to great honours. 
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Before his Lordship's departure for England, believing him to be 
sufficiently experienced he LLord Clive], made him principal Banyan 
for the affairs of the Government and as a farther testimony and 
approbation of his conduct, presented him with an elephant and 
a medal. 

These marks of his Lordship's favour and esteem, together with 
the countenance he has since met with from your Honour, by taking 
him into your service, he has too great re>~son to fear has [?have] 
drawn on him the resentment and jealousy of wicked and envious 
minds, as the following facts will certainly evince, as they are only 
calculated to depreciate and wound the man whose good fortune, 
under the auspices of his Lordship and your Honor, has raised him 
above• the common and usual advances in life, and not, as they pre­
tend, to puni~h the guilty. 

My enemies have in vain s~arched for proofs that I raised my 
fortune by bribery and undue means, in hopes that by such a dis- · 
covery they might have been able to have ruined my character and 
reputation ; disappointed in this, their efforts are now extended to 
more base and villainous ends, my life is now what they thirsc after 
and altogether indifferent about the means by which it may be accom­
plished; for I can at this present [moment?] prove that two men, the one 
named Ram Sunnar Ghose, the other N emoo Gangolee have, either as 
principals or employed by others, been tampering with a Braruin's wife 
of Calcutta to accuse me of violating her ; that this was the most 
favourable time that could offer, and promised her a sum of money for 
her compliance ; the Bramin used his utmost endeavonrs.to engage his 
wife in this wickedness ; but happy for me she absolutely refused, al­
though her life was threatened to accomplish the design. 

The present diabolical accusation against me is as follows: One 
Ram, a goldsmith, complained to me that his mother and brother-in· 
law forcibly withheld his wife from him in their house, and not 
only refused him admittance to her, but permitted another mali. to 
visit her, which circumstance if known he would be in danger of 
losing his caste ; therefore entreated rue, as I had the charge of the 
Caste Cutcherry, to call tl1e parties together before rue and settle the 
affair. I complied with his request, and after a hearing, the matter 
was compromised to the apparent satisfaction of all concerned; but 
to my great astonishment and surprise, near twenty days after, I 
found Gocul, a brother-in-law of Ram, had presented a petition to 
your honour, complaining that I endeavoured to take his sister by 
force from h~s house. 
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You, Sir, referred the <tffait·s to l\Ir. Floyer, the then Zemindar, and 
directed me to go to him for a clearing up of this matter. I obeyed 
and found ~Ir. Bolts with Gocul and Kissen, the two brothers-in-law 
of Ram, there. 

-:\lr. Floyet· entered upon the business, when Uocul gave him a paper 
written in English containing an account of the complaint made 
against me, which ~Ir. Bolts declared was a true translation he had 
made from the Bengal [i). Mr. Floyer having read it aloud, Gocul 
swore to it, and signed it. l\Ir. Floyer then asked Gocul if he 
had any witnesses, telling him now is the proper time for their evi­
dence. Gocul replied: His brother Kissen. Accordingly, Kissen was 
called in and sworn. 1\Ir. Floyer was desirous of interrogating Kissen, 
bnt l\Ir. Bolts interrupted him by ~aying Kissen was re1\dy to ~wear 
what was contained in the written paper already subscribed and 
sworn to by Gocul. lJpon my requesting 1\Ir. Bolts might not interfere, 

·he bade me hold my tongue, nor desisted till the Zemindar ordered us 
both to be silent. l\Ir. t'loyer then took Kissen's evidence and wrote 
the particulars with his own hand. Afterwards I delivered my account; 
it being read, I swore to and signed it ; also my witnesses for the 
truth of ewry particular gave their dt'positions and swore to them. 

When it shall be known to your Honour that there is a vet·y 
e~sential difference in the depositions given by Gocnl and Kissen, 
notwithstanding they live in the same hou~e and had concocted the 
whole affair together, and that Kissen, at the instigation of ~Ir. Bolts, 
would have signed and swore to the deposition given by his brother, 
Gocul, had he not been prevented by my protesting against such 
proceedings as unfair ; also that the tenor of the petition pre;;ented 
to you, Hon'ble Sir, and the written depositions delivered to Mr. 
Floyer are Yery far from agreeing with the pretended facts alleged 
against me, it surely will, I hope, be a sufficient proof of my innocence. 
But should this prove insufficient for your satisfaction, I am ready and 
willing at any time to subscribe to the most solemn oath, according to 
the rites and customs of my religion, that I never, to the best of my 
knowledge, from the hour of my birth to this day, spoke with, saw, or 
have had any connection with either of the three sisters of Gocul and 
Kissen, nor did I know that there were such persons in being, till 
this affair was trumped up against me. 

One thing more I beg leave to observe : that it should have been 
the particular hnsiiwRs of the woman injured to have immediately 
complained and applied for justiC(', as the offence was of so hcinou~ 

a nature, and not have done it by n1y avowed enemy, :l'!Ir. Bolts, 
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uor have suffered so much time to elapse, contrary to the methods 
in such cases; nor do I as yet know positively who the woman is 
that is said to be injured by me. 

All which I humbly submit to youl' Honour's consideration. 
And your Petitioner as in duty bound shall ever pray. 

(Signed) N OBOKISSE:\". 

UALCUT1'A, t/w lOt/~ Jia?·cl~ 176'i'. 

The above Petition being read, the .President also lays before 
the Committee a memorial to the Council from Hamnaut, late 
banian to Mr. George Gray, the subject of which the President thinks 
comes more pl'operly under consideration of the Select Committ 
than•of the Board . 

• 
To 

THE Ho:;'BLE HAuRY VERELST, Esq., 
P1·esident and Gentlemen of Oomwil at Fort lVilliam 

Ho:;'BLE Sm AXD ·sms, 
I take the liberty of presenting yuu with this humble address 

for two purposes, both which, I hope,. will be esteemed to merit the 
consideration of your Hon'ble Board. One is, in ordet~ to put a stop 
to the corrupt practices of a man who has been entrusted with the 
nmnagement of transactions of the highest trust and of the greatest 
importance to .the affairs of the Hon'ble Company. And the other 
is, in order to obtain justice of restitution for the oppression and 
d<~mage done me in particular. 

The grievance complained of, is my having to the amount of 
thirty-six thoust~nd rupees extorsively exacted and taken from me 

by N obkissen 1\lunshy, during my late confinement, e.t· colo?·e o.f}icii, 
availing himself of my ignorance of the English laws and customs. 
He used to visit me in my confinement, and there by threats and 
under various scandalous, villainous, and false pretences did ·demand 
and receive from me. 

In the month of Ogmlm 
.Po us 

Choytro 
Badro 

A ring, value Hs. 14,200 . 
600 Gold Mohurs. 
400 do. 
500 do. 

ToTAL 1,400, value=Rs. 20,000 
With 2 .Pgs. of Booteclars and sundt•y other 

t.hingf! giv0n by hiR orrler to his peoplP, valne , J,OOO 

TOTAL , 36,200 
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'I'he pt·etences he made use of were that he would preserve me, ot· 
get me excused, from taking my oath on the Ganges water before the 
Select Committee that I might have the greater latitude for what I 
was to declare verbally ; that he would procure my releasement ; 
that he would give me a Khelat and send me away again Dewan to 
Mauldah, and that he would save my life, which I was to be deprived 
of when he found it necessary to threaten me. 

I acknowledge my ignorance of the salutary laws of Great Britah1 
in suffering myself to be thus imposed upon, as well as my folly in 
having ever supposed him to be of such consequence to the Hon'ble 
the Selet:t Committee. Yet as the Wf>ll-being of the Hon'ble Company's 
affairs in a great measure depends upon the impartiality and integrity 
of those whose office does in any way concern the administratiort' and 
execution of justice, or the common good of the subject~ I humbly 
hope still to obtain redress, and as I have heard much of the 
justice of the English laws and am informed that the Hon'ble Court 
of Directors have been pleased to order that "If a Native chooses 
the decision of his grievances, by English laws, those and those only 
must be pursued, and pursued according to the directions in the 
Charter." I am very desirous of laying my case before the juries at 
the next sessions, where I alll informed it is only cognizable; but 
lest the preferring in that manner my complaint against him while in 
office should be of any detriment to the affairs of the Hon'ble Company 
under his management, I hereby first humbly beg the permission of 
the Hon'ble Board. And as the grievances I do complain of tend 
manifestly to the evil example of all others the Company's Banyans 
in office, as well as to the great oppression and detriment of the 
Native inhabitants in general, I humbly hope, Hon'ble Sir and Sirs, 
that you will please to grant me the permission required, that I 
may be enabled to obtain redress and restitution of my property. 

I am, with the greatest respect, 
Hon'ble Sir and Sirs, 

FoRT 'V"!LLIA~I, 

7'he 10th April1767. 

Your most faithful and obedient Servant, 
(Sd.) RAM NAL'T DASS. 

Ramnaut's memorial being read, the President observes that the 
chat·ge of venality and conuption contained in Ramnaut's complaint 
against Nobkissen deserves the seriou':! attention and immediate con­
sideration of the Committee. That the strictest inquiry, he thinks, 
should be made into the truth of the facts alleged, in order the 
Committee may have the most satisfactory proofs of the guilt or 
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innocence of a person who, in quality a political Banyan, is necessarily 
entrusted with the Company's most important affairs. That Nobkissen 
being likewise the President's Moonshy, it becomes h!s indispensable 
duty to be well satisfied of the integrity of a man in whom he un­
avoidably reposes much confidence, and that any reluctance to hear 
complaints against Nobkissen, or backwardness to redress the griev­
ances of those who have been injured by him, will deeply reflect 
upon the honour and justice of the President and Committee. For 
this reason it was that he sent for Ramnaut and examined him upon 
the facts set forth in his memorial, not one of which he finds Ram­
naut can support by a single proof or evidence, the whole charge rest­
ing upon his single assertion. 

The Puesident further acquaints the Committee it was with the 
same view he made inquiry into the other charges brought against 
Nobki~sen, although they did not so immediately affect his character in 
a public station ; since conviction of his guilt in one instance would 
serve to corroborate the facts urged by Ramnaut, and render 
Nobkissen unworthy of the Committee's protection. That he has 
the greatest reason to believe th!tt the whole story of Nobkissen's 
having violated the wife of a Bramin has been maliciously forged 
by Nobkissen's enemies with intention to ruin him. 

That the other charges brought against Nobkissen of his having 
forcibly carried off the wife of Ram, a goldsmith, appears to be 
equally void of truth, and to spring from the same principle of jea>­
lousy and resentment, as the Committee will perceive from the 
Zemindar's report of this transaction, which he now submits to the 
consideration of the Board :-

"Sir,-Herewith I send you the information and deposition of the 
several persons who appeared before me in consequence of a complaint 
made against Nobkissen. On perusal of them, I daresay you will be of 
opinion with me that it is an accusation maliciously invented to 
depreciate his character and to entail a general odium upon him, as 
there is not a single circumstance in the said depositions that can 
even create a snspicio12 of his having had the informant's sister at 
his house. 

"As I am not now Zemindar, I have no longer the power to 
officiate as such in the punishment I think is dne to the mformant 
and his brother ; but I will explain the case to Mr. Aldersoy, the 
present Zemindar, that he may proceed therein as he thinks proper. 

"After you have done, Sir, with the infot·mation and depositions, 
I shall be obliged to you if you would be pleased to return them to 
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me, that they may be gi veu to thl' present Zemiudttr. The iufonua­
tion and Nobkisscn's deposition were both brought to me wl'itten in 
the English language, whieh after having been read and explained to 
the informant and deponent, they both took their oaths to and signed. 
The others were taken in my presence.'' 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Yom· most obedient, humble Servant, 

1 ttlt Febntai?J Jl!J,". CHARLES FLoY~<:n. 

The President further observes that, whatever his own sentiments 
may he, he thinks it necessary the t'ommittee ~<hould make the 
strictest inquiry into the facts above represented, by calling before 
them Ramnaut and the other accusers, that, if Nobkissen should 
appear to them guilty of any part of so heinous a charge1" he m~y he 
immediately dismissecl from his employments, and otherwise punished 
with the most exemplary severity. But that, if on the contrary his 
innocence should become manifest and his repntation be cleared to the 
entire satisfaction of the Committee, they would then take the neces­
sary measures for his protection, and the punishment not only of the 
infamous accusers themselves, but of all who shall appear to have 
assisted, instigated, promoted and encouraged so villainous an attempt 
against the life and character of a sernwt of the Hon'ble Company 
acting in so high and important a station. 

The President concludes with acquainting the Committee that 
having reason to believe Ramnaut, the Bramin, and other accusers 
upon this occasion, are the tools and instrum~nts of a concealed 
faction, he had ordered them under a guard, to prevent their being 
tampered with and instructed in their evidence, until they could be 
examined by the Committee. 

"Gpon this representation from the President, the Committee 
judge it necessary to their own honour that ~obkissen's accusers 
~hould be examined before them. 

Accordingly, llamnaut, being called upon, had the following 
questions proposed to him by the President :- · 

Q.-In your memorial to the Council you accuse ~obkissen of 
taking and extorting from you money and effects to the amount of 
36,200 rupees. In what manner, and for what purposes, was this sum 
taken from you ? 

A.-'\Vhen I was first unde1: confinement, Nobkissen sent to me, 
and told me to give him something and he would procure my release. 
To which I answered by desiring three days to consider of it, and at 

the end of that time I consented to give him 25,000 rupees, 
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Q.-Who brought you the message from N obkisscn ? 
A.-He was a light·culourcd man ; but I did not kuow hin!, nur 

have I seen him since this transaction happened. 
Q.-By whom did you return the answer that you would give him 

25,000 rupees? 
.11.-By the same man who brought the message. 
Q.--Did that man stay 'Yith you for the three days which you 

took to consider your answer ? 
A.--No; he came three days successively. 
Q.-Did you ever ask the man his name ? 
A.-I believe I did; 'but I do not recollect what it was. 
Q.-Did you enquire his employment? 
A---Yes.; it was that. of a Sircar. 
Q.-You say in_ your memorial that Nobkissen took from you 

a ring ~vorth 14,200 rupees. In what manner was this ring taken, 
and t') whom did you deliver it? 

A.-One day that Nobkissen came to me, he embraced me in a 
friendly manner, and sat down with me, and desired I would bring 
complaints and accusations against Mr. Gray. He likewise asked if 
I received and understood the message he had sent. I replied that I 
did, and agreed to give him•25,000 rupees. Upon which, he said 
"give it me." I told him I had not the money at that time, but I 
went to my escritoire and took out the ring, which I gave him, with 
a nizar of two gold mohurs, telling him that I valued the ring at 
14,200 rupees. 

Q.-·who was present at this transaction ? 

A.-Nobody. I was then confined under a guard. 
Q.-How came you by a ring of so great value? 
A.-I got it near Benaras, having purchased it from Curram Beg. 
Q.-Who is that Curram Beg? and where is lie? 
A.-·I believe l1e is gone to Delhi. 
Q.-You likewise· declare in your memorial that in the month of 

December 1765 he took from you 500 gold mohurs. In what manner 
were these mohurs taken, and for what purpose? 

.A.-That was also when I was confined. I desired to have the 
guards removed. • N obkissen answered that I had not yet paid the sum 
I promised him ; to which I replied that I had only 500 gold mohurs 
in cash, which I was ready to pay, and accordingly then gave to him. 

(,J.-"Was there anyon~resent when you gave the money? 
.11.-No; there was no one present. The people were all sent 

awa.y, and I gaYe the mohurs into his own hands. 
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Q.-You also say in your complaint that in the month of March 
1766 you had a further sum of 400 gold mohurs taken from you by 
Xobkissen, who was present when this money waK taken 1 

A.-I gave these mohurs after my release. Some of my relations 
being then confined, I gave the money in consideration of their 
freedom. I went to Nobkissen's house, and Jaggamoan, my Kisma­
gur, ( Kitmutgar 1] went with me, and carried the mohurs; but, upon 
my entering on conversation with N obkissen he retired to a private 
room and did not see me deliver the money. 

Q.-Where is Jaggamoan? 
A.-He is gone to Maulda. 
(J.-You further allege that N obkissen took 500 gold mohurs from 

you in the month of August last, where, for what purpose. and who was 
present when this money was given 1 

A.-When Nobkissen returned from Patna in August, I visited 
him and he told me that he understood I was turned a great 
merchant and had bought a quantity of cotton and other goods. A 
few days after this conversation peons were placed upon my house ; 
and in two or three days after I was conveyed to the Governor's 
house and kept there till 8 o'clock at night. Another day I was 
carried there and detained tilll2 in the forenoon. l'pon this I offered 
500 gold mohurs for my liberty, upon which Nobkissen sent to 
order a way the peons from my house. 

Q.-Did you ever acquaint any person of the sums extorted from 
you by N obkissen 1 

A. Yes; I informed my own servants and several other persons. 
(J.-Can you name any one to whom you gave information 'I 
A.-I cannot recollect any person in particular. 
(t.-You say you were ordered by N obkissen to give presents to 

the amount of 2,000 rupees to his servants. Was it by his order? 
A.-No, it was not by his orders; but I gave presents to his 

people in value 2,000 rupees. 
Q.-You say you gave the ring in the month of November 1765. 

'Why did you not complain sooner of the money and effects extorted 
from you 1 

A.-I was confined the greatest part of the time since, which was 
the reason I did not complain. 

Q.-Did you not in the month of August come to Mr. Verelst 
for leave to return to Manlda? Did not you then owe him money 
for goods formerly bought of him, and for paymPnt of which you 
were pressed, and did you not excuse yourself by pleading poverty ? 
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Why did not you then complain of those extortions by which, you 
were impoverished and prevented ft'om discharging your just debts? 

A.-I was afraid of Nobkissen. 
Q.-Yon know that N obkisseu is still in the same employment. 

Why are yon not afraid of him now as well as then ? 
A.-I am in hopes of obtaining jus.tice from the Govd.fwr, who 

acts under God. 
Q.-Have you been advised by anyone to prefer this complaint? 
A.--No, it is Yoluntary; but, enteJ'ing on the 5th day of this 

month into the service of Mr. Bolts, I related my case to him. He 
said it was Vl'ry hard, ad \'ised me to complain to the Governor of 

Council, and drew up my paper of complaint. 
Q.~In wJ1at particular station do you serve Mr. Bolts? 
A.-I was entertained to collect outstanding balances in Poornea 

and other places, on promise of being paid 100 rupees per month ; 
but I have not yet received any wageR. 

(J.-Have yon yet done any business for Mr. Bolts ? 
A.-No, I have not. I have only gone to his office to ruake my 

compliments. 
Q.-Have you anything further to allege against Nobkissen? 

A.-No, I have not. 
Nobkissen was then called in, and the above evidence being dis­

tinctly read to him and Ramnaut, he is desired to speak what he has to 
ofler in his own defence. Nobkissen accordingly confesses that when 
he went by Lord Clive's order to Ramnaut about the money he was 
directed by the Governor and Council to refund to the inhabitants of 
Maulda, he then received from Ranmaut a nizar of two gold mohurs. 
He also received from him at another time a nizar of two or three 
pieces of cloth. That a,; to the ring, he calls upon Ranmaut to pro­
duce a single proof that he ever had or was seen to have such a ring in . 
his possession. The names of all the servants of his family at that 
time stand registered in his books. He desires they may all be 
called upon to declare whether they e'\ter saw the ring mentioned 
or whethel' they, or any of them, ever carried any demands for money 
from him upon Ramnaut ; or whether they knew that he had receiv­
ed such sums, or had ever seen an entry in his books of such presents 
as Rammtut alleges. Further offers to give a restitution bond to the 
Committee to the amount of 36,200 rupees-nay, of his whole fortune, 
should Ramnaut be able to prove that he ever received or obtained 
from him by presents or otherwise to the value of a single rupee more 

than the 2 mohurs and pieces of cloth alread,v mentioned ; and he 
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very justly remarks the inconsistency that appears in Ramnaut's 
complaint. Ramnaut was directed by the Council to refund 27,000 
rupees. This was in November. He was confined until he could give 
security for that suri1. There was no other f'ause, nor can he ( Ram­
naut ) mention a"nother cau~e · a~signed for his confinement. He 
must ackllowledge that he could not either pay or give security. for 
the ,payment of 27,000 rupees, which would have procured his free­
dom ; and yet he now alleges tl~at he gave ~obkiHsen to the amount 
of 36,200 rupees only to intercede for his release. Nobkissen con­
cludes his defence with these words : "After he had corrupted me 
with more than the sum he was ordt>red to refund, he was still subject 
to the demand; whereas by a proper application of his money he 
might have served every purpose without assistance fr1:4m me. • 'Vhat 
probability, gentlemen, is there in this story 1 you are the judges." 

Nobkissen having finished his defence, Rarnnath is told that 
every particular of his accusation being flatly denied by Nobkissen 
and rendered very improbable by some circumstances pointed out by 
the defendant, it now becomes necessary he should produce some 
proofs of the truth of his charge, which he might bring with as much 
appearance of truth against any other man as Nobkissen. 'And, 
being asked whether he had any proofs, he answers that he has none, 
for that the whole transaction was carried on with the greatest 
privacy. 

Ramnath was then ordered to retire. 
Nobkissen desiring that Conytacoor [Kanai Thakur?] the Bramin, 

his wife, and the evidences mentioned in his petition, might be examined 
by the Committee, before they came to any Resolution, they were ac­
cordingly called in, and the Bramin, being abked if he had any matter of 
complaint against Nobkissen, replies no, that he hasnothing himself to 
allege, but that he had been much pressed and solicited by Ramsannor 
Gose and Nemo Gongolee to accuse Nobkissen of violating his wife. 
That he had been sent for by Nundcomar, who desired he would 
complain of Nobkissen to the Board, and said he would assist 
him with money in the meantime, and when the affair was over, 
give him 25,000 rupees to compensate him for losing caste. He 
further declares that, wrought upon by Nundcomar's promises and 
the persuasions of Ramsannor Gose and N emo Gongolee, he used his 
utmost endeavour to prevail on his wife to accuse Nobkissen; but 
she would never give her consent to be the instrument of ruining an 
innocent man, and that, when he asked Ramsannor Gose and N erno 
Gongolee for what purpose they would have 4im accuse Nobkissen, 
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their answer was that he would be sued for.carrying a;way"the g0Jd. 
smith's wife, and-this fresh charge "would add a link -to the chain. 

The Bramin 1-iavin,g finished his declaration] Raji1sonn<tr Gos'! 
was called in, and being informed of the particulars of the Bramin's 
decl~ration, was asked wlmt he had •to reply in i1is own defence. 
Accor<lingly be confesses that he has bee~ to tl~e Bramin's house, th~t 
he knew of N emo· Gongolee's attempt to bring the Bramin's wife to 
accuse Nobkissen, but that he himself never interfered in the business 
or spoke~pon the subject to the Bramin or his wife. 

To confront Ramsannor Gose the Bramin's wife is called in. She 
declares that she never was any way injured by Nobkissen; but that 
Ramsa~10r Gose and Nemo Gongolee had' used every endeavour to 
persuade her a tid her husband to accuse him. That N emo Gongolee 

. offered to give her 500 rupees in joys [jewels?] and 2,000 rupees in money 
if she would consent, and that N undcomar a1~d N emo Gongolee had 
worked so much upou the mind of her husband by large promises and 
offers of money tlmt he ( the Bramin) even thre<ttened her life 
if she refused to comply. However, that she still 'persisted in 
decla~ing that she would never ruin an innocent person, and at last 
finding there was no end to persecuting her, she sent privately to 
acquaint Nobkissen with the designs formed _against him by his 
enemies. 

Kissandebuss declares before the Committee that he heat;d 
N emo Gongolee soliciting the Bramin's wife to accuse N obkissen 
and assuring her that Nundcomat' wonld give her joys and 2,000 
rupees in money if she would consent. 

The same is also confirmed by Carteram, who relates the same 
circumstances as the Bramin's wife and Kissandebuss of the share 
N undcomar has in this transaction. 

The several evidences being now dismissed, the Select Committee 
proceed to the following Resolution, V1:z.- • 

That the charge brought against Nobkissen by Ramnaut is 
neither confirmed by proofs nor corroborated by circumstances, and 
that it rests entirely upon the bare assertion of a man already convict­
ed of avowed perjury before the Council, and who appears to be instigat­
ed by a faction and impelled by resentment to make this d<trin"' 
attack on the character of a person countenanced and protected by tl~ 
Government. 

That, therefore, Ramnaut, as a just punishm.ent for his having 
forged and published a false, scandalous, and malicious libel, be sent 
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out of c~.lcutt~ and delivered over to the Country Government to 
make good to the inhabitants of 1\fauhla. the several s•.tms he extorted 
from them, agreeably to the following Resolution of the l'oundl the 

30th day of December l76f>: "The Boat·d, having perused and 

considered the se\·eral procet>dings already taken and recorded, are of 
opinion that Ramnant appears to be a notorious villain, having 
certainly taken several sums of money hom mauy people in the 
Province of Bengal by extortiou and violence, and committed crime;; 

for which he deserves the most exemplary punishment. This cir­
cumstance, howe>ver, the Board refer for further consideration and for 

the present Hesolve tlmt he shall refund to the different pt>oplt> the 
whole that he lmd <:ollected from them .. , 

That .!\Ir. \Villiam Holts appears from many circtPmstauces to !Je 

deeply concerned in the conspiracy to ruin Nobkissen's eharacter 
Rnd attempt his life ; in whir!t opinion the Committee are con­

firmedLy his violent and declared resentment to NoLkissen by the 
share he took in stirring up and instigating a proset;ution against 
him in the Zemin!htry Court upon an imaginary and false accusation ; 
and particuhtrly from his taking at this juncture into his serviee llam­

naut, a man who 8tands publicly convicted of perjury, with a view 
of forging aml publishing further a~persions upon NobkisHen's 

character. 

That Mr. Bolts, having on this and many other oecaswns endea­

voured to draw an odium upon the administration, and to promote 
faction and discontent in the ~ettlement, has rendered himself un­
worthy o( any further indulgence from the Committee and of the 
Company's protection. That, therefore, he be directed to quit Bengal 
and proceed to Madras on the> first ship that shall sail for that Pre­

sidency in the month of July next in order to take his passage from 

thence to Europe in September. 

That N undcomar, appearing to have promoted. instigated, and 
forged accusations against Nobkissen by large promises of money 
and presents, with a view of gratifying his personal resentment and 
indulging an intriguing disposition, shall be ordered by the President 
strictly to confine himself to his own house, and in future to avoid 
such practices, on pain of forfeiting the Company's protection and 
being delivered over to the Government for such punishment as his 

crimes may be thought to deserve. 

That the zemindar be desit•ed by the President to inflict such 

punishment upon Ram the goldsmith, and the other e:vidence upon that 
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occasion, as he shall think due to the base attempt to ruin the 
character and take away the life of an innocent person. 

And lastly, that Ramsonnar Gose, Nemo Gongolee, and the 
other instruments and agents employed by Nundcomar to stir up and 
carry on this prosecution, shall be publicly flogged and then turned 
out of the settlement." 

Incidental testimony, of a striking kind, of the influence 

of Nnbkissen and of the jealousy roused by it, is to be 
found in a letter alleged to han been ·written by Nawab 

Nudjum-ul-Dowlah to Nuncomar, dated April 1766. 
Translation of a Letter from the Nabob Nudjum-ul-Dowlah to 

.M"ahar~jah Nund Coomer, dated the 27th of Sho\val of the 7th vear 
(the 8th of April, 1776). [Appendix to the Fifth Report. 12. ] • 

I had the pleasure to .receive your letter and rejoice to hear of 
your welfare. Thank God I am also well. I met Lord Clive (the 
Nabob Ameer-el-Momalik Sabut Jung Bahadoor) and General Carnac 
(Munsoor-ul-Muluk General Bahadoor) at Plassey and they received 
me very kindly. On the 24th instant (the.5th of April) his Lordship 
the. General and ~fr. Sykes arrived at the Rilla. The Begum, my 
mother, sent Hajee Saaudut to cail those gentlemen to her, and after 
much solicitation prevailed on them to accept from her a paper under 
her seal for five lacks of rupees in jewels, rupe~s and gold mohurs; 
this I have written for your information. VVith regard to what you 
write me, that I should make known my requests to his Lordship 
through the General, I will follow yonr advice, but Nobekissen Moon­
shee, having waited on me about business, made many professions of 
fidelity and attachment to me and then came in a roundabout manner 
to the point and spoke much of the great confidence reposed in him by 
his Lordship. In short, from the tenor of his conv(,rsation, 
it appears that there is no one in greater credit with his 
Lordship than he is : accordingly he said to me "Such of the English 
Counsellors and gentlemen of rank as were my friends I have caused 
to be raised to dignity and reputation by his Lordship, and Mr. 
George Gray and others, who, through their pride and self-sufficiency, . 
did not consider me but bore an enmity towards me, them I have 
caused to be in such a manner discredited and debased that they h:we 
been turned out of their employments and are gone to Europe. In 
like manner Mr. Sumner, who was my enemy, I have caused to be 
totally disregarded and neglected. As his late Excellency looked upon 
me as a faithful dependent of his own, and showed me much favour, 
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so do you also regard me as one of your servants and well-wisher~, 

and freely acquaint me with all your wants and by the blessing of 
God I will accomplish them. I am your well-wisher and I will do 
for you what is not in the power of any one else." 

As you, my friend, are much better acquainted than I am with 
the situation and circumstances of persons in Calcutta, I beg you will 
speedily inform me, whethet· what Nobekissen has been telling me of 
his own consequence and rehttive to Mr. Sumner and Mr. Gray, etc., 
is really true or not and speedily give me your advice in what 
manner I should behave to him and what presents I should 
make him. Although he professes attachment for me and desires me to 
employ him in the management of my concerns ; yet as I am Cfedibly 
informed that he is closely connected with the Naib (Mohamed Reza 
Khan) that the Naib has paid him very handsomely and is often 
sending him various kinds of goods and he is in consequence sincerely 
attached to him and is frequently engaged night and day in consulta­
tion with hilll, I therefore do not give any credit to the professions he 
makes me, nor' will I knowingly suffer myself to be imposed upon. 
Consider this matter maturely, and write me your advice concerning 
it and I will act accordingly. 

The ~ubstance of the ]ptter a!ll! the tainteu :source from 

which it conw,.;, nanwly Xnncomar, make it doubtful if it i~ 

genuine, and, a,;suming that it is genuine, if it is yeraciom. 

It ·was enquireu into by the Committee appointe<.! to inquire 

into the nature, state, and eondition of the East India Com­

pany, and the Fifth Heport ~i:'ts forth the depositions of 

:M:r. Francis Sykes and Lord l'liYe. 1t i:; lw"t to (1uote the 
ipsissima t·erha of the distingui;;hed d(•polwnt;; . 

.June 18, 177:3, Evidence of Frauds Syke.s, H•q. 

"Was you present with Lo1·d Clive and General Camac, the 8th 
of Aprill/66 at any visit paid to the mothe1· of N udjuru-ul-Dowlah 1'' 

"I was there upon a visit with Lord Clive; cannot recollect 
whether General Carnac was there or not-there was a third person." 

" What passed there ?'' 

"After the usual compliwents, tbe mother presented to his Lord· 
ship a teep for the sun1 of (I think) five lakhs of rupees, declaring at 
the same time that she had reserved it for his Lordship's own use by 
the particular request of Meer Jaftier before his decease, and that the 
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Nabob l1ad intended to have presented it himself in case he had 
survived till his Lordship's arrival." 

"Did you speak the language sufficient to understand all that 
was said?" 

"I did ; and was the person myself that interpreted ; there was 
another person present, who- understood English as well as Persian ; 
his name was Nobelcissen ....... " 

Fijtl~ Report, etc.: Evidence of Captain Swinton (p. 546) :­

"Do you believe this letter, upon viewing it with all its circum­
stances, to be a genuine letter from the Nabob Nudjum-ul-Dowlah to 
N undcomar ~ " 

<I'I have;ome doubts about it, but wish to consider it more at. 
leisure before I give an opinion. I think it unlikely that the Nabob 
would wi·ite to Nundcomar in the style he does concerning Nobolczssen 
as giving him information, which I should suppose he was well ac­
quainted with before, Nobokissen having been long in Nundcomar's 
service." 

"V{as Nobokissen made a Rajah~" 

"I have heard so, and believe he was." 

I£ the issues as to the genuineness and the truthful­
ness of the • letter are left undecided, the fact can only 
be regretted. A certain conclusion is possible only on 
certain evidence, and if the available evidence is indecisive, 
the idea of a definite verdict must be abandoned. 

Ten years before Nuncomar's case, another Hindu, not a 
Brahmin, however, but a kayastlz, had been tried for forgery, 
convicted and sentenced to death. The Native inhabitants 
of Calcutta submitted two petitions praying that the prisoner 
might be recommended to His Majesty for mercy. The 
first, signed by 94 persons, is evidenced by the following 
record:-

At a consultation ( P1•blic Depa1·tment), Ma1·ch 11th, 1765. 

" The principal black inhabitants of the place send in the following 
petition in favour of Radachurn Metre under sentence of death for 
forgery, soliciting we would defer the execution of the same and re­
commend the delinquent to His Majesty for mercy. 
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To THE Hox'BLE Jon:o~ SPEXCER, Esq., 

P1·csident, &c., Council at Fu1·t William, Bengal. 
The. Humble Petition of the Native 

inhabitants of Calcutta togeth~r 

with Merchants, Banians, and 
other~ whose estates, interests, or 
habitations are in any part of the 
Kingdoms of Bengal, Behar, and 
Orissa, within the jurisdiction of 
the English. 

SIIEWETH :--

That Your Petitioners, being informed of the condemnation to 
death of Radachurn :Metre, grandson of Gobinram Metre, fol'ffierly 
Zemindar of ( 'alcutta. and a faithful sen·ant of the Engli~h, for having 
been instrumental in writing a paper to procure him a snm 0f money 
from Coja Solomon, deceased, being under the most inexpressible 
atliiction and grief, beg leave to throw themselves at your feet to in treat 
you will show mercy-.to the unhappy delinquent by using whatever 
means may occur to your goodness Rnd humanity to save his life. 

Your Petitioners humbly represent that the unhappy delinquent 
is one of the best familit>s in the plRce who have filled confidential 

employs in the Honouraole Company's service with fidelity to the 
Honourable Company and credit to themselves ; that this family is 
numerous and connected with nmny considerable families in the 
country ; that such an ignominiou8 punishment as that to which the 
delinquent is now sentenced being inflicted upon him will draw ruin 
on all connected with him by the disgrace it will bring upon them ; 
and there is the greatest reRson to apprehend the most dreadful 
consequences to them from the de~pair which from the maxims of onr 
religion, they must be thrown into : so that in truth the punishment 
will not fall heavier on the delinquent han on all his friends and 
relations. 

Your Petitioners flll'ther beg leave to rPmonstrate that, although 
the delinquent has been convicted of a great crime, yet such punish­
ment was never known to have been inflicted for a.n offence of that 
nature in this settlement before. According to the laws of our 
country, his crime is never punished with deRth, but with a fine. 
The delinqurnt was therpfore ignomnt of the heinousness of the offence. 
Having been brought up in the rPiigion and opinions of Hindoos, he 
could form no other notions of things but from their maxims and 
customs. These rendered l1is offence not mortal, and no instRnce had 
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before occurred to inform hi_m of the severity of the English law, of 
the tenor and form of which the delinquent was so totally ignorant 

. that he did not avail himself of circumstances which your Petitioners 
are informed would have made greatly in his favour. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly entreat that this Honourable 
Board will take the unhappy case of the delinquent i!lto a merci­
ful consideration; and that they will intercede for the delinquent with 
His Majesty the King of Great Britain, respecting the execution of the 
sentence until His Majesty's gracious pleasure is known. 

And your Petitioners shall ever pray." • 
[94 signatures are appended, the 7lst being "Nuhkissen Mousie" 

(Munshi).] 

:Phe second, signed b.r ~l5 persons, ruJJS as follows :-

SHEWETH :-

• [ JanMry 29th, 1766. ] 
"The Humble Petition of the Native 

Inhabitants of Calcutta, together 
with the 1\fei·chants, Banyans, and 
others whose -estates, interests, or 
habitations are in any part of the 
Kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, Orixa, 
within the jurisdiction of the Eng­
lish. 

That whereas on or about the 27th day of February last past, 
Radachurn Metre, grandson of Gobinderam Metre, heretofore of. 
Calcutta, Jemmautdar (whose steady attachment and services to the 
English are too eminent to be so soon forgot) was condemned to 
death at the General Quarter Sessions for the Town of Calcutta then 
hela on the day and date aforesaid, being indicted for and convicted of 
a crime of which he is entirely innocent; but for want of being 
acquainted with the law by which he was tried, as well as the manner 
of defending himself and proving his innocence is now fallen a victim 
to the malice of his prosecutor and his own ignorance. 

Your Petitioners therefore beg leave to set forth the general 
consternation, astonishment, and even panick with which the Natives 
in all parts under the domin11-tion of the English are seized by this 
example of Radachnrn M:etre ...... 

[Here follows a long Argument on the case.] 
...... Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray this Hon'ble Board to 

grant them a reversal of the said sentence, as it was pronounced out of 
time, and grant the prisoner a rehearal, or, if that cannot be obtained, 
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that they will at least respite the execution of the unhappy con­
demmed creature till report be made thereof to His Majesty of Great 
Britain and his most gracious pleasure known therein. 4-nd, further, 
your Petitioners pray that the laws to which they are to be subject 
may be translated into tl1e Bengally tongue, that they may be enabled 
to know what will make them obnoxious thereunto ........ . 

Signed by 95 of the principal native inhabitants ......... '' 
[" Nubkissen Moonsey" signs. The list seems substantially 

the same as in the p1·evious Petition, and Nubkissen occupies 
practically the same position, if indeed anything depends 
on that.] 

The petitions have a value of their o>m as illustrating 
the life and sentiments of thm;e day~, and tl4ey ar"e also 

relevant as they are both signed by Nubkissen. The peti­
tions were succe:;sful. The record proceeds : 

"In order to give these people the fullest conviction of our lenity 
as well as justice, an.d in hopes that this man's condemnation will alone 
be a sufficient example to deter others from the commission of the 
like offence, which is not held so heinous in their eyes, 

It is agreed to comply with their application, and that he be 
accordingly respited till the King's pleasure is known. 

Ordered therefore that the Secretary do require from the Clerk 
of the Peace a copy of the proceedings of the SePsions and transmit the 
same together with a copy of the petition of the inhabitants in order 
to be laid before His Majesty.'' 

Some idea of Nubkissen\: pecuniary condition, of the 
extent of hi:; revenue juri~diction and of hi:; general position 
in the country from 17GG to 1772 may be gathered from the 
following itt>ms of account and remarks gleaned from official 

records:-
Accounts of Denagepoor Districts (April 11, 176() to April 10, 

1766). 
"By Charges General ... 

Nobkissen, &c. 
Sunat Rupees. 

. .. 1,806-1-10'' 

"By money, borrowed at interest and paid to the following 

people, viz : 

Nobokissen 
Sunat Rupees. 

... 4,000 ... " 
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PuBLIC CoNsULTATION, Janua1y 20, 1767. 
Lord Clive's statement of" Expenses General of my voyage to India." 

lnte1· alia. 

Received from Nob Kissan for 10 horses sold him 3,000 
Do. for the following nazer jewels and dresses sold,. 

viz., sundry dresses, small jewels'and pearls . 3.000 

1 pallanqueen received from the Nabob of Muradabad ... 3,000 

1 pallanqueen received from the Nabob of Arcot 1,500 

Batta Spct. 
10,500 

840 

Rs. 11,340 

(Probably, however, it is only the 10 horses that are meant to go 

to Nobkissen.J 

PuBLIC CoNSULTATIOJi, Au,qust 26, 1768. 

"Cash Account of the Province of Calcutta and 15 Dhees." 
On the creditor side is this entr·y: 

"Paid N u bkissen the amount of sundry dis-
bursements made by him whilst the collections Hs. A. P. 
~cere in his hands 1,904 1 6 

(Sicca Rs.) 

The account is dated FoRT WILLIAM, 30th Ap1·il 1768. 
The Collector General of the time was Richard Becher. 

AT SELECT CoMMITTEE, April 28, 1770. 

Was submitted "Chelat account for the Bengal year 1173 or from 
llth Aprill766 to tl1e lOth April 1767, being the amount of a cess 
collected for defraying the Annual Charge of Dresses presented to the 
people in public employment at the time of the Pooneah and on their 
receiving any new appointment." Transmitted to the Select Com· 
mittee by Mr. Richard Becher, Resident at the Durbar, with other 
documents, Becher's covering letter being dated Moidepore, March 
28, 1770. 

One heading is : 
"Nubkissen, Cawntoo, and people belonging to Lord Clive and 

Mr. Sykes: 
Nubkissen ... 750 [Sicca rupees], 
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Like Account for Bengal year II 7 4 (=April 10, li67 to April 
11, 1768). 

N ubkissen and sundry people in the service of the Resident [Mr. 
Sykes] : 

N ubkissen 1,500 (Sicca rupees). 
Gocnl Gosual 1,500 
Pedim Luchen, [Pudma Lochun !] Nob-

kissen's Paishkar lz:j 

* * * * 
N u bkissen's and Gocul Gosaul's ~Iunchys fi62" 

Like amount for Bengal year 1175 ( =Apl'il 11, 1768, to 
April 10, 1 769) 

N obkil:lsen does not appear under the hertding of "Public Set-vants 
of Mr. Cartier and the Resident,'' 1 but his naib does. Thus : 

Baboo Ram Paulit 1,500 (Sicca 
Pedun Luchend, [Pudma Lochun ?] Naib of 

Nobkissen 644 rupees). 
1176 (=April 11, 1769, to April 10, Like amount for Bengal year 

1770). 
"Public Servants of the Governor and Resident : 

Rajah Nobkissen 
Gocul Gosaul, etc. 

1,200 (Sicca 
1,200 rupees). 

A'!' SELEcT Uo:~onTTEE, ,!nne D, 1770. 

\Yas read letter from Mr. Richard Becher, Resident at the Durbar, 
dated :Moidepur, J nne 2, 1 i70. 

Refering to outstanding balances, Mr. Becher writes:-" ... The 
sum of two Jaklu,; and twenty-five thousand rupees remains to be 
settled by the Rajah of N uddea and N obkissen, &c., farmers, when it 
should be paid by one party or other ...... " 

A·r SELECT ColiiMITTEE, September 15, 1770. 

Read letter from Mr. Becher (date missing) enclosing certain 
(l:J) accounts, which, ~1r. Becher says, "Will exhibit as clear and dis­
tinct a representation of the collections of.the year 1176 [=1769-70] 
as it has been in my power to procure." He says: 

" ...... Besides the sums that have absolutely been remitted and 
the· extra charges that lmve been incurred, you will see the large sum 
of 6,14,291-7-19-3 remain as a. balance. Of this sum two lakhs and 

1 .Mr. Hichard Becher succeeJed l\ir, Sykes on January !, 1/G\J, 
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twenty-five thousand rupees is from the Province of Auke1;ahs or 
Nuddea, which the Rajah asserts was collected !Jy Nobkiss~>n and the 
other farmers whilRt they lmd the manage1~1ent of the collections. 
Hitherto Nobkissen and the fanners have given no satisfactory answer, 
nor produced accounts of what they really did collect. This they 
certainly should be obliged to do, and to pay whatever balance may 
appear justly due from them; so that I :flatter myself at least a great 
part of this sum may be recovered .......... " 

Statement of R.evenues of the J?etty Mahals for the Bengal year 
1177 (=1770-71), showing als0 the collection of the foregoing year. 

Opposite the district "Issapoor," "Rajah Nobkissen" is entered 

in the column headed" ~ames of the Talookdars and Proprietors of 
0 

the lands." • 
"Net Revenue settled to be received for 1176 · 

Sicca rupees 
. . . 4,463-13-5-0 

"Collected for the year 1176 ... 4,015-.14-10-0 
"Remission granted on account of the Famine 

and dreadful calamity of the season 

"Balance for 1176 
"Net Revenue settled to be recei~'ed in 1177 

447-14-15-0 
4,463-13·5-0 

AT A CoNsULTATioN, A1.t,qust 29, 1772. 
" Extract from the Proceeding8 of the Committee of Circuit at 

Casimbazar, the 20th August 1772: 
.... That the following Districts and Mahals, being in the hands 

of reponsible penple, shall continue to pay their rents at the Khalsa, 
but subject to the Provincial Courts of Adawlut established at Moor­
shedabad, 'lliz.-

Budderpore, &c. Raja Gourdass. 
IIeekapore (or Hechapore ), &c., &c .... 

" 
Nobokissen. 
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CHAPTER V. 

AcQUISITION o:F SooTANDTTY. 

IT appears from a petition of Raja Nubkisseu, dated 
July 1773, that he had alreadY. bee~1 appointed Talukdar of 
Nowpara and some other villages. On the occasion· of n 
resistance to the exercise of his rights as such he submitted 

a petitimi as will appear from t-he following proceedings :-
Extmct of the Proceedings of the Khalsa of the 26th Jul:y 1773. 

R~ad tbP following Petition from Rajah Nobkissen :-.. 
To the Worshi;ful Richard Barwell, Esq., SuperintPndent of the Khalsa. 

THE Hu11BLE PETITION oF :R.AJAH NoBKISSEN. 

SHEWETH :--· • 
That one Mullick Abdul Wayad lately complained against your 

Petitioner at the Khalsa, sett.ing forth that your Petitioner was only 
a vVaddadar, but not a Talukdar, of Noparrah, &c., villages, where­
upon PhUip Milner Dacres, Esq., then Superintendent, summoned 
your Petitioner to appear at the Khalsa and make his answer. Your 
Petitioner accordingly waited there, and proved by the Nabob's 
sunnud that he really was the present Talukdar of the said villages, 
and accordingly on the 7th June last a decree was given in his (your 
Petitioner's) favour, sinceJVhich your Petitioner received a Perwannah 
from the said Khalsa to make the New Year's Pooneah. He dis­
patched the same with his people to the said villages to put it in execu­
tion. Your Petitioner's people arrived at the different villages and 
made the Pooneah, but at the principal village of the said Taluk the said 
Mullick and his people would not permit them to make the Pooneah, 
pretending that the said village was his the .said Mullick's (Connah 
Barry) or dwelling-house, which surprised your Petitioner to find that 
he should make ad welling-house of a village or market, the rent of which 
your Petitioner regularly paid to Government yearly ever since he 
has had the said Taluk, besides the assistance he has repeatedly given 
to the said Mullick, by which he is a sufferer of no less than seven or 
eight thousand rupees. Your Petitioner most humbly begs your 
Worship will be so gracious as to order the said Mullick together with 
his people to be brought to the Khalsa, where they may be made 
an example for disobeying the Perwannah and preventing your Peti­

tioner's people from making the Pooneah. 



Aml your Pe>titinrwr 'l·' in tluty lu und shall pn•r pray, and ~o 

forth. 

ThP :-iupPrint•·ndc-nr rt•f,·rTing to tl.1<' Haylayan and dP­

~iring hi~ ,,~nrinH·nt~ npon it and the <lPt'ft>P pa~..;Pd in tlw 

<'llt('!wny and thP u~agP on ... twh o<·<·a~ion~, hP dPiiiPrPd thPm 

in thP follo11ing word~ : 
:\1ah:t Ra,iah :'lrobkh;sen r.-prt>sPttted t•l t.h<• Hul~o"t' fot• the t.imt> 

!wing at :VI oorsheda had in tht> year 117fl t• • the following ett'ect : That 
he was dt:'sh·ous of having a Tacru•r· :-:be.vah, and that the means for the 

support of it \WrP wan tin~. HP therefore ,;olicited to be granted a 

Talook in s<•llle pla.c" or· otht:'l', the revenut:' of which he would 
pay and through stHoh a ehannel should attend with con~ent to 
hiA rPligionA dntit>s. Tlw ltulPr for r.he time, considering his rt>­

prest>ntation as tending to a commendable t:>nd, favoured him 
with R sunnud for the Tal!nkdarry of Noparrah, &e. Thret:' 
years are now t:'lap~ed since thiH happ••nt>d, during which period tht> 
afnre~aid R>tjah has annually superintended the revenn<> without a 
Hingl<> claimant appearing : but at thi,; time 1-Iullick Abdul Wahed 

makes pretensionq to tht> .~aid Talluk an l sets forth that ::\'Iaha Rnjah 
Nobkissen ha~ for,·ihly di~possessed him. Wher·ea..~ the usages of the 

.•otmti'Y admit not t.hr reverRing (If the <·r·ders of Rulers, Mr. Daeres 

having this in view, decreed Nohkissen to continue in the Tahck. 
[f the abovementioned Jlilullick refieet~ ••n his former right to the 

Talookdarry, I submit it to you, Sir, whether the sum of 10 per cent. 
"n the J umma of the :i\Ialgezarry shall be fixed on him or not, and 
whether his houses and gardt>ns on which thert> arP no ryots, but 

<imply trees, Rhould not remain in his po,.;se~Hion. 

{J pon this l{pport thP l';npi'l'int<'JH!Pnt eaJnp fo tlW 

following eonelu;.ion :--
The Superintendent observes that, whatever irregularity ther<> 

n•ay have been \n the fir><t grants, yet the length of time which haR 
pa$sed since those wt:'re issued, aud the usages of the country in the 
ahove sentiments delivpred by the Raylayan, render it necessary in 
t:'~tablished rights throughout the country not to make any deviation or 
alteration, unt upon the most mature consideration and under tlw 
most weighty circumstanceR. It likewise appears that the grant 
obtained of this Ta.lhll'k ha8 not proceedl"d from any particular or 
private viewR of the person who Rolicited them, hut merely for the 
Rnpport of the rt>ligiouR and the institution nf a Taconr :';hewah ; an 
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application to such an end evidently points out that no private 
emolument bas been the object. Having premised this, the Superin­
tendent proceeds to observe upon the other part of the Maha Rajah's 
sentiments, that under rights so confirmed it is usual for persons who 
hold them to make an allowance to such as are obliged to yield to 
the ordt>rR of Government- such an allowance as is estimated suffi­
cient for their suppot't; and that the criterion at which it is usually 
fixed throughout the country is lOper cent. on the .Jnmma of the lands 
granted away, and to continue to then1 small allotments of ground, 
ten and twenty bighas, with their houses. That the Jumma of No­
parrah, etc., is rupees 1,832-12-11. As this stipend, though agree?.ble 
to the custom of the country, ft•om the smallness of the Talluck affords 
but a m~an support and will scarely preserve the late Talukdar above 
the distresses of want, it is judged but equitable, as the Talook is an 
improving one, instead of 10 to allow 20 per cent., equal to 360 rupees 
per annum. Further, that whatever ground may be Kauridge, and 
for which he can produce proper and authenticated sunnuds undet' the 
Government seal, shall remain to him ; and, to render his situation 
further easy, that the ground that may be specified in these sunnuds. 
shall altogether be increased to 100 big has; that an abstract of this 
proceeding be transmitted to Rajah Nobki!!l!en :-Mullick Abdul. 
Wahed, being called upon to answer to the complaint on account of his 
raising disturbance and opposing the ot·der of Government to make 
the Bundabust of the ensuing year and hold the Mofussul PuHeah in 
the village of Mulli~k Bung, replies that it is a separation that took 
place long since, and does not appertain to the Talook. Being asked to 
whom it pays its rents, he replies : to himself. It appears too obvious 
from this that he would willingly evade a compliance with the orders 
of Government and deprive the Talluck of a part of its rights by divid­
ing them from the other parts. The Superintendent remarks that this 
is obvious, because no private collections are allowed to be made in any 
place without the particular order from Government ; that, without 
he can produce some order of this nature, he ~annot be entitled in any 
respect to the pretended right he advances of a separate collection. 

On the 5th November 1777 the Board [Warren Hastings 
and Council] resolved "that Raja Nobkissen possesses no 
legal right to the villages o£ Nowparah, Chundaleah and 
Baugmullick and decreed that they are the legal inheritance 
o£ M:ullick Abdul W ahed" who was to be put in possession o£ 
them. The petition o£ Raja ~ubkissen complaining of this 
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order 1s a remarkable docume1it. 

gence and capacity o£ rea~oning, 

as an autobiographical n'C'Onl. 

follows:-

It exhibits his intelli­
and has special interest 
Thr petition run;;: a~ 

FoRT WILLIAM, the 1St!~ November 1777. 

To THE HoNOURABLE THE GovERXOR·GE:>rERAL AND Couxmi. oF REYENt"E. 

THE Hu:MBLE PETITION oF 

1\fAHARA.TA NABKISSEX BAHADOOR 

SHEWETH :-
• 

That on the 6th instant your petitioner received a verbal message 
by his Vakeel from the Superintendent of the Khalsa acquainting him 
that your Hon'ble Board had come to a determination to dispossess 
your petitioner of his Talook of Nowapara and to reinstate the former 
possessor, Mullick Abdul Wahed, therein. 

That your petitioner wholly unacquainted with the reasons or 
grounds whereon such determination is founded and not conscious 
either of any defect in his original title or of having .done any act 
whatsoever to vitiate or avoid the same, humbly craves leave to re­
present the very great hardship and severe, though he submits it, 
undeserved reflection such determination if carried into execution 
would be on him, and draw the attention of your Honorable Board 
to the following brief state of facts which he humbly hopes and doubts 
not will prevent the same : viz.-

That your petitioner derives his title to the Talook in question 
under a sunnud from Government in the Bengal year one thousand 
one hundred and seventy-six or English year 1769, which sunnud was 
duly granted to him according to the establis}Jed custom of the 
country in consideration of his long and faithful public services as per 
note at the foot hereof (Reference .A) and of his relinquishing at the 
desire of Government a grant he had before obtained of the Per­
gannahs Roymungal, &c., which the Hon'ble Company were about that 
time desirous of taking into their own hands. 

That the said sunnud was afterwards, on a suit being instituted 
by the present claimant to set aside the same, fully recognized and 
examined, and duly and judicially confirmed, by two successive decrees 
of the Superintendents of the Khalsa, the first pronounced by Philip 
1\'lilner Dacres, Esq., the 7th of .Tune 1773, and the second by Richard 
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Barwell, Esq. (now a member of your Hon'ble Board) on the 26th 
,July following, men whose abilities and .experience in the laws and 
customs of the country, your petitioner humbly presumes, cannot be 
called in question ; al\,d who were then, in virtue of their offices,· in­
vested with competent authority, alld the only proper judges to act 

and determine in the premises. 
That ever since the granting of the said sunnud yom petitioner 

hath been in possession of the said Talook, hath duly exercised every act 
of ownership therein, and regularly paid all demands and revenues 
due in respect thereof, and confiding in the faith and justice- of 
Government hath been at considerable expenses in improving the 
same andjn making puruhases contiguous thereto, &c. 

That the granting of the said sunnud was the sole and voluntary 
act of Government for the ·good and valuable considerations aforesaid, 
and in conformity to the established custom of the countt'y in similat' 
cases, for time immemorial used, and approved (many instances hereof 
among numberless others which might be enumerMed, your peti· 
tioner hath put down at the foot hereof Reference B) ; wherefore, and 
as in the obtaining the said sunnud no imposition, fraud or undue 
practice whatsoever either has been or can be imput-ed to your peti­
tioner, and as your petitioner has ever since complied with the terms 
thereof, and of the said two decrees, he humbly submits to your 
Hon'ble Board that his right to the Talook in qustion is no ways 

impeachable, And 
Humbly prays that your Hon'ble Board, taking the foregoing 

circumstances into consideration, will be pleased to revise and reconsider 
your pr9ceedings aforesaid, and communicate to your petit_ioner in 
writing such things (if any) as may be alleged against his right, and 
afford him an opportunity of answering the same and more fully 
elucidating and establishing the justice -of the case if it shall be thought 
necessary, and that in the meantime the said order of your Hon'ble 
Board for the dipossession of your petitioner be either suspended or 
annulled, as may be most consistent with justice, and as to your 
Hon'ble Board shall seem meet. 

And your petitioner shall ever pray '&c. 
N.ote.-Your petitioner's Snnnud and the two decrees above-men­

tioned are herewith left for the inspection of your Hon'ble Board. 
[REFERENCE A. ] 

[This statement of services rendered by Nnbkissen to the Company 
from the year 1756 to the year 1767 has already been quoted and need 
not be here repeated.] 
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[REFERENCE B.] 

Old Instances. 

Under Jaffier Cawn (not the late Nobab of that name). -Chackla 
Batorea, etc., Parganna Cattah, and Tegutchy, Radshy, Sawojal, grant­
ed to Ram Jeeban Rai. All the then proprietors turned out. 

Under Nabob Mahabat Jang.-Parganna Arzah, now part of Burd­
wan, granted to Manick Chand. 

Under ditto.-Parganna of Burdah Chunder Chack, and Salima­
bad granted to Rajah Kerrill Chand and Raja Kissnaram, Burdwan 
Rajahs. Former possessors turned out. 

Ditto.-Parganna Buzergomeidpoor (under Dacca), granted to 
Raja Rajebulleb, Sahamut Jung's Dewan. 

Modern In.~tances. 

Under Meer Jaffar's first Govemment.-Cooloorah, &c., villages and 
Talooks granted to Ram Charan Rai. The then possessor turned out, 
his repre~entative still living. 

Under ditto.-Four annas of the Jassore Pergannahs granted to 
Sala Odein Cawn, who remained in quiet possession during his lifP, 

and his widow now enjoys it. Former proprietors dispossessed. 
Under ditto.-Parganna Gumgurrah, &c., granted to Anando­

lal, Zeminder of Mysadal. Anandolal since dead, his widow now 
enjoys it. The former proprietors dispossessed. 

Under .Jleer Ja.ffars first Government.-Twenty-four Pargannas 
granted to the Hon'ble Company, and the former proprietors all diR­
possessed. 

Under /{as.nm All,y Cawn's Government.-Grant to Colonel Coote of 
the proprietorship of Gheretti, &c., as a Jaghir. Possession thereof 
ordered to be delivered to Raja Nobkissen to whom he sold it, by 
Company's general letter of this year. 

Under ditto.-Talooks of Bassai and Barbntpoor granted to Saum 
Ghose, and the then proprietors, refusing to quit possesRion, Mr. 
Vansittart, the then Governor, gave his own Perwannah and sent 
sepoys forcibly to turn them out, pursuant to the grant, which was 
done accordingly. Mr. Vansittart's original Perwannah is herewith 
left. 

Under ditto.-Perwanna Beerah, &c., granted to Ram Charn Rai. 
The then possessors tumed out, and Ram Charn's son now in 
possession. 

Under ditto.-Mauncunda, &c., villages, granted to SankeJ' Dutt, 
Madan Dutt's brother. Former possessors turned out. 
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J/eer Jaffar's second Government.-Badoor, &c., Parganna granted 
to Raja Nun Coomer. The then possessor turned out. 

Nabob Seifnl Dowlalt.-Natpoor villages, &c. (part of J essore) and 
Talook Meergodai, granted to Hari Kissen Tacoor, and the then 
possessors turned out. 

N undo Coomar was turned out by Lord Clive, and Sankar Dutt 
by Becher-both reinstated, &c.·, N undo Coomar by Mr. V~relst, and 
Sankar Dutt by ~h. Cartier, and now remaining in possession. 

(Sd.) NOBKISSEN. 

The Ji~cu:-;::;ion o£ the petition and the resolution on it 
will show that Nubkissen's honour was saved. It was decid­
ed to r~verse an irregular act' of Government, but it was also 
declared that this decision was not to be taken as a judgment 

·passed against Nubkissen for any oppression or other mal­
practice. It was determined also to grant a compensation to 
the Raja for the deprivation of the grant which had been 
made to him. The following papers embody the result :-

GovERNOR-GENERAL. . 
J am sensible of the justice of Mr. Barwell's a1·guments so far 

as they respect Raja Nobkissen, and the formal act of Govern­
ment passed in his favour ; but I cannot admit of it in competition 
with positive justice. The injustice done to Raja N obokissen origina­
ted witli the grant which it was not in the power of Government to 
secure to him, because it was against law. It was an infringement of 

. the rights of property confirmed by a possession of 125 years, as I 
am well informed, and could exist no longe1· than the duration of the 
influence which gave rise to it. It is therefore my opinion, in which 
I persuade myself Mr. Barwell will concur, that the decree of the 
5th November do stand confirmed, but that at the same time a 
declaration be given in writing under the orde1' of the Board by the 
S~perintendent of the Khalsa Records, to both the parties, that this 
act is the reversal of an irregular act of Government, not a judgment 
passed against Raja N obkissen in consequence of any ·oppression 
which may be imputed to him for it; and if it shall be the sense of the 
Board that a compensation should be made to Raja Nobkissen for the 
deprivation of the grant which was made to him and intended as the 
reward of the public services, Umt this D~claration be made to him at 
the same time. 



86 AcQt:I::;ITION oF SorTA~CTTY. 

MR. FRAXC!S. 

I think that the Resolution of the 5th ~ ovemuer must shnd con­
firmed, and that the Talookdar must have his right if he insists on it. 
I acquiesce in the declarations proposed to be made to Raja Nobkis­
sen, and as I understand the property is very inconsiderable, I suppose 
it would not be difficult to give him a compensation for it. But I do 
not admit of this as a precedent, and ~hall invariably consider every 
case as it comes before us on its own merits. 

J'.IR. BARWELL. 

I entirely concur in the sentiments delivered by Mr. Francis. 

RESOLCTION. 

Resolved that the Decree of the 5th of November do stand confirmed, 
but that at the same time a declaration be given in writing u~der the 
order of the Board by the Superintendent of the Khalsa Records, 
to both the parties that this act is the reversal of an irregular act of 

Government, not a judgment passed against Raja Nobkissen, in con­
sequence of any oppression, which may be imputed to him for it, and 
that a compensation will be made to Raja Nobkissen for the depri­

vation of the grant which was made him and intended as the reward 
of his public services. 

ORDER OF TilE KHALSA. 

Ordered that the Superintendent of the Khalsa be advised ac· 
cordingly and that he be directed to report, if any, and what compen­
sation can be made and accepted by either of the parties and the 
justice of Government vindicated to both. 

This was naturally followed by a petition from N ubkissen 
asking for a valuation of the property he haJ lost anJ for tho 
grant of adequate compensation. 

FoRT \V ILLIAM, tlw :Jth December lli7. 
Read the following Petition from Rajah Nobkissen :­

To 
THE Hox'nLE WARREN HAsTrxos, EsQ., 

Governor-Ueneral, and Jfembers of the Gonncil of Re,;enue. 

TrrE HuMBL& PgT!1'IOX oF RA.JAH NonOKISSEX. 

SHEWETH:-

}Tour petitioner humbly begs leave to rept·esent that on 
being favored with the Hon'ble Board's Decree of the 18th Novem· 
ber he pt~esumed to prefer a petition to your Honours requesting 
a valuation to be made of the Talook of Nowparah. The reason for 
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this request was that your justice might determine on a compensa­
tion. eq nivalent to the present . value of the said Talook, and that at 
the same time the execution of your Decree might .be complete in all 
its parts, _both in _what related to your petitioner's yielding up'the 
said Ta}ook, and to his receiving an equivalent from Government. 

As that part of your Decree which relates to his yielding up-the 
Talook has . taken effect, and your petitioner has received the orders 
of the gentlemen of the Calcutta Committee, he now humbly prays 
you may, consonant to the justice of your decision, be. further pleased 
to send a peremptory order to the gentlemen of the Committee to put 
him in possession of some parcel of the Company's own lands; and 
that -no difficulty may arise in the execution of your commands, your 
petiti~ner begs the indulgence for pointing out Sootalutty, its Haut _ 
and Bazar, and Baug Bazar and its Sayr ; as a just and equitable 
compensation at the same rate-of revenue of_ 1,832 rupees per annum, 
which is the Sudder Jumma of the said Talook. 

Your ·petitioner humbly hopes the Hou'ble Board will consider 
the circumstances of his case, that. while one part of their decision 
operates against him, if the other part which is. to operate in his favor 
is not now enforced, their ju,stice will be incomplete, and that in the 
eyes of the \Vh()le country he will appear under their displeasure, for 
the act of taking from-him a gift the Government had once made will 
be notori()us, and his fair name will suffer, unless it is vindicated by 
an immediate and similar gift from the rulers. 

· For these reasons your humble petitioner has adventured to point 
out -what he will willingly and gratefully receive as an equivalent for 
that gift your honours are pleased to change, though the value of it 
may be rather under what he drew from Nowparah in _the improved 
state to which he brought it, yet_ if on a Jeriff of Nowparah your 
Honours may conceive he has_ rated it too high, he hereby agrees to 
pay such additional revenue for the land he requests as shall make it 
a bare compensation for the lands he yields 11P· This he engages to do 
that no obstacles may arise to his being put into immediate possE>ssion 
or to _the drawing out the p.~c~ssary_sunnud sJ~ould your Honours be so 
please~. · · · 

-Ana Your Petitioner, as i~ duty bound,-shall e~e~ p~ay, 
· (Sd.) NonKISSEN. . 

The following papers set forth-the deliberations and the 
conclusion:- - . 

Read again the Board's Resolution. of the 18th ~ ovember regard­
ing Rajah _N ~bkissen. 
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GovERNOR-GENERAL. 

As the Board are bound by a promise very solemnly made to 
Nobkissen to grant him an equivalent fot· the land of which he 
has been deprived by a judicial Decree, I myself shall very readily 
agree to his proposal, because it cannot affect the property or rights 
of others, but as I understand that Rajah Nobkissen still- retains 
possession of the Talooks of Nawporrah, &c., I hope that whatever may 
be the Resolution of the Board respecting the compensation which 
is to be made to him, the execution and even the notification of it may 
remain suspended, until justice shall have had its course and he shall 
have yielded up the posses~:~ion of these Talooks of Nowporrah, &c., to 
the lawful owner. Upon this occasion I think it necessary to 
remark that the Resolution of the Board of the 18th Novembf61' ex­
presses a meaning in some respect different from mine, although 
in justice to the Secretary I must add that to the best of my re­
collection it was dictated by me, and the error I am willing to take 
upon myself. The words are: "Ordered that the Superintendent of the 
Khalsa be advis€d accordingly and that he be directed to report 
if any and what compensation can be made and accepted by either 
of the partie.;; and the justice of Government vindicated to both." 
This implies that a proposal should be made to each party to 
yield up his right of possession. l had no idea of prevailing upon 
Abdul Wahed to resign his right, nor that anything more was 
necessary than to make a compensation to Raja N obkissen for his 
loss. This is not mate!'iaJ, but I l10pe I shall be excused in having 
taken up so much of the time of the Board in this explanation, 
as in a judicial question I would wish that nothing may appear as my 
opinion which is not strictly conformable to it. 

MR. FRANCIS : 

The Resolution of the Board of the 18th November is right, but 
the order to the Superintendent of the Khalsa goes beyond the terms 
of the Resolution. I do not think it material. 

MR. BARWELL 

I under:stand from the petition before us that the decision, so 
far as it relates to the establishing the former Talukdar in his rights 
has taken effect, and is now in course of execution. If this is so, I 
think the Committee should be ordered to put Nobkissen in possession, 
but not otherwise as proposed by the Governor. 

Resolved that the Committee of Revenue.be directed to put Rajah 
Nobkissen in possession of Sootalutty, its Haut and Bazar and Baug 
Bazar and its Sayr at the rate of rupees 1,832, the Suddar Jumma 
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of the Talook of Nawparah decreed to Mullick Abdul· Wahed on 
the 5th November 1777, and if on a Zeriff of the Talook it shall be 
found that the grant exceeds the value of the Talook, in such c;tse. 
Raja Nobkissen stands engaged for, and is to pay, such additional 
Revenue as shall make the said Gr·ant a bare equivalent for the 
lands of which he is dispossessed. 

Agreed that this R.esolution be transmitted to the Calcutta 
Committee with the following Letter :- . 

To 
l'liR. JOHN HoLME, 

President, etc., Provincial Cogncil of llevenne at Calc1ttta 

GENTLEMEN, 

We herewith transmit you a copy. of our Resolution passed 
on this day, on a petition which has been pr·esented to us on behalf 
of Rajah Nobkissen, which we direct you to carry into execution 
as soon as he shall have yielded up the possession of the Talook 
of Nowparah, etc., to the lawful owner, until which time the execution, 
and even the notification of it, is to remain suspended. 

FoRT WrLLrA~I, . 
The 5th Decembe1· 1777. { 

We are, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient Servants, 

(Sd.) WARREN fiASTINGS, 

(Sd.) RcHD. BARWELL, 

(Sd.) P. FRANCIS. 

On the 6th o£ January 1778 Raja Nobkissen ::;ubmit­
ted a petition praying for a sunnud for the mouzah of 
Sootanutty, &c., possession o£ which had been decreed to him 
in lieu of mouzah Nowparah. After some correspondence 
the sunnud was granted. Details of the proceedings are· se.t 
forth in the following papers :- . 

AT A CouNCIL (REVENUE DEPARn1ENT), Jamtary 6t!t, 1778. 
Read the following Petition from H.ajah Nobkissen :­
Translation of a Petition from Rajah Nobkissen. 
"As I have not yet received a Sunnud from the Committee fo1' the 

Mouzah of Sootalutty, &c., which the Council were pleased to grant me 
in lieu of MouzahNowaparah,and as I am apprehensive of further 
difficulties arising to prevent me from obtaining one, I pray that 
fresh orders may be given to the Committee to grant me the Sunnud, 
as also that they may be desired not to give Pattahs for any ground 
within the said Mahals, that disputes may not be occasioned hereaftei·. 
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Agreed that a copy thereof with the following letter be trans­
mitted to the Calcutta Committee : 

To 
MR. JoHN HoLME, 

P;·esident, ri:c., P1·ovincial Council of Revenue at Calcutta. 
GENTLEMEN, 

We herewith tmnsmit you the copy of a Petition which 
has been presented to us by Rajah Nobekissen and desire you 
will not give Pattahs for any ground within the Mahals granted to 
Rajah N obkissen. 

FoRT WILLIAM, 

6th January 1778. 

We are, &c. 

AT A CouxcrL (REVEXUE DEPART~IE.NT), 16th Januar,y J.778. 

GovERNOR-GENERAL's 1\ir::n:;TE. 

"I observe the draft of Sunnud to Rajah Nobkissen, laid before 
the Board last Council day, is not drawn out agreeably to form, 
as it includes his engagement to make good any overplus which may 
appear to be thereby given him on a valuation of the villages of 
Nowparrah, &c., before held by him. I am of opinion and move that 
the Sunnnd be granted according to the accompanying form, in which 
the above clause is omitted, and that a 1\fuchulka may be taken that 
if the present grant exceed the rents of Nowparrah, he will make up 
the difference. 

[Fonn of Swuwd.] 
- Be it known to all 1\futsuddies in present employ, or who here­

after may be Canongoes, Ryotts, Husbandmen, &c., &c., &c., of the Mal 
and Syer of the village Sootalootie and Baug Bazar and Hogulkoon­
dee, that the Talookdarry of the above villages, their ·Mal and Syer, 
according to the particulars hereunto annexed, are in exchange for 
the villages Nopoorah, &c., granted to the high and powerful Mahal1 
Rajah Nobkissen Bahadre, to take place from the beginning of the 
Bengal year 1184, and the said Rajah N obkissen on his part shall do 
whatever shall be necessary and proper and customary for the benefit 
of the said Talookdarry, conducting himself upon the principles of 
justice, and in no wise neglect to give his attention and care in this 
respect ; and he shall so behave himself as to secure the satisfaction 
and content of the Ryotts and other inhabitants, and by his good 
management cause a daily increase of husbandry and prosperity, and 

15hall regularly and punctually pay a fixed annual jumma for the same 
(excepting Ram Bazar and Roy Bazar) of 1,237-13·10 exclusive of 
the ChowkidarJ.T:~.x. 
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And the abovementioned Mutsuddies, Ryots, &c., &c., &c., shall 
acknowledge him as the proper Talookdar, aud not deviate in the least 
instance frc::_m his proper ai1d legal orders or counsels, nor require of 
him a new Sunnud every year, and in this respect they must be at­
tentive and obey. 

Original Jnmma ... 1,832 0 0 

J umma of Ram Bazar,} . f Bam Bazar 441 2 10 
&c., to be. deducted... 

594 2 10
' nz. l Raja Bazar 150 0 0 

. J umma of Sootalooty, &c. 1,237 13 10 

Pm·ticulm·s. 
The whole village of Sootalooty, &c., 5 Mahals, viz:-
• Mal .. . 1 Mahal 

Rant Sootalooty 1 , 

Bazar do. 1 , 

Soobah Bazar .. . 
Charles Bazar .. . 
Bang Bazar, &c. 
Baug Bazar 
Roogulkoondee 

1 

1 
" 
" 2 Mahals 

1 " 
i 

" 
01·de1·ed that the Sunnud be granted, and that Rajah Nobkissen 

be required to execute a Muchulka. 
Agreed therefore that the following Jetter be written to the Cal-

cutta Committee. • 

To 
MR. JOHN HoLME, 

P1·esident, &c., P1·ovincial Council of Revenue at Calcutta. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Enclosed we transmit you a copy of the Sunnud which we have 
this day granted to Maharajah Nobkissen, and desire you will see 
that the s~me has its full effect; taking from him a Muchulka that if 
the present grant exceeds the rents of Nowparrah, &c., he will make 
up the difference. 

FoRT ·w·ILLIAM, 

16tl• Januar!J 1778. 

We are, &c. 

Sootanutty at the present day is only a name, and it is 
worth while inquiring what it meant and included at the 
time it was granted to Nubkissen. The Committee having 
calledppon the "Duan" [Dewan or Jiccountant] to report 

... , -----·---------- ------------ ----
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"what particular Mahals and Bazars fall within Sootanuttv 

Mahal, it~ Haut and Bazar, Baug Bazar and Syer, specifying 
the annual ,J umma of each for the preceding ;) year~ and 

the present year," an elaborate rq>ort was submitted. The 

following may be left to speak for itself:·-
A'r A CoMMI'rTEE (CALC. REv. CoM. Coxs.) Decembm· 29, l7Ti. 
The Accon!ptant lays before the Committee a Jumma Wasil Bakey 

Account of the Hauts and Bazars of Calcutta for the present year, 
agreeable to their orders of the 24th instant, and the Committee 
proceed to examine the state thereof. 

I 

: Ju~~~- of e~~,~~t~~~- Collected. Bttlancc. 

Sootax::-~ondar f::r~lll M:: /16,689 1:-:- ·8,345-~- 3,524 i ~~~ 
Bogbuzar do. : Ottaralll :Uetre .. I 1,112 9 4 556 4 U ISO i 37U 4 0 

[Bang· 3azar.] 1 : I' I 
Charles l!uzar Ezardar i Bholanaut Cbetterji I suo U U 533 8 0 74 1 459 8 0 

Hauts Sootanutty do ... Sostcyram .. j 2,540 0 0 1,603 1 II 914 I 779 4 0 

467 o u j. 409 1 sa o o Halll Bazar 

Sobah Iluzar 

do. .. Nalnah Babu •. l 
do. .. Rajah J\ubkissen . I 

701 0 0 

500 0 0 333 80 4481 8580 

Same day the Accomptant lays before the Committee J umma 
Wasil J3a:key Account of the Land Rents and Chowkeydarry Tax of 
the Town of Calcutta for the Bengal years 1179-1184. 

MAUAJ.~. 

1179. 

;;oottauutty 

Bog-lJuzar 

1180. 

Soottanutty 

Bog-Bnzar 

SII.\llt: 

Haut Soottanutt;· 

Charle:; Buzar 

t:;ol.Jah Buzar 

EtlllOUdars. I Cazannah or 
Rent. 

.. Dccharalll Mundie I 
I 

.. 1 Ottaram Metre "I 

.. Dccharalll M uudle 

.. I Ottaram Metre .. 

J ogornaut Can -
£Umah 

.. ,I Do. Do. 

. . Kc.mowohun Bel- i 
cottah 

321 n 17 

398 11 14 

11 0 14 

62 15 10 

93 0 0 

Ius " 

Ohowkcydarr)· Total 
Tax. Balance. 

-------

321 v li 

869 13 6 l,26H 0 

48 8 15 65 9 ~ 

62 15 1U 

139 14 II 282 14 0 

66 6 10 234 e 10 
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MAHALS. Etmondar•. I Oazannah or \Ohowkeydarry Total 
Rent. Tax. Balance. 

1181. 

Soottanutty _ .. .. Becharam Mundie 445 13 15 1,1 57 15 8 1,603 ·13 3 . 
Bog.Buzar .. .. Ottaram Metre .. 7 611 37 1 13 44 8 4 . 

SHAIR: 

Bow-Bnzar .. .. Nounah Bahoo .. 0 0 !0 . ..... 0 0 10 

Ram-Bnzar .. .. Durgapersautl Soo-
cool .. .. 52 7 15 5i 12 5 llO 4 0 

1182. 

Soottanutty .. ·' Becharam Mundie 410 7 191 1,132 8 8 1,H3 7 (I 

Bog· atizar, &c. Ottaram Metre .. 36 3 9 I 53 13 8 90 li IJ 

SHAIU: I 
Hant Sootanutty .. Devey Sing .. 66 10 5' 10 13 5 i7 7 10 ; 

Ram-Buzar .. Nanna~ Baboo .. I ....... ······ ······ -
Bow-3uznl' .. .. Ramnarain MO· I Zoom dar .. ······ ...... ······ I 
Oharlcs Buzar .. .. Sereydhur Tagore .. 450 7 !0 ' 134 11 10 585 ,3 0 

I 
Sobah Buzar .. .. Rajah Nubki!3ren .. ······ I ...... ······ 

. 
1183. 

Sootanutty .. .. Becharam ~Iundle .. 45i 13 1 1,499 4 18 1,951 1 19 

Bog-Buzar .. .. Ottarnm Metre .. 84 1 6 108 5 8 192 6 14 

SBAlR: 

Sobah Duzar .. .. r fuljah Nubkisseu • 85 12 ]5 46 3 5 132 0 0 

A further Report submitted by the same officer 1s 

embodied in the following proceedings :-

AT A CoMMITTE~<; (CALCUTTA REvE:>UE CoMMITTEE CoNSULTATIONs.) 

.Decembm· 30th, 1777. 

The President acquaints the Committee that he attended at the. 
Councii-Honse this morning by order from the Secretary of the 
Revenue Deprtrtment, and was directed to draw out the sunnud 
authenticating the gmnt made to Rajah Nobkissen in compensation 
for Nowpa.rrah immediately and to include therein the Bazars, &c., 

appertaining to Sootanntty, except Ram Bazar and Radge Bazar, the 
rent whereof are by the Board's orders of the 19th instant to be paid 

direct to the Huzzoor. Agreeable thereto, the President now lays 
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before the Committee the form of the grant which the Naib Duan has 
prepared, which, if they approve,_h_e will dire~~ to be issued to Nob­
kissen forthwith. 

The Duan being also called upon for his Report, ordered yester· 
day, respecting these Bazars, now lays it before the Committee, and 
observes that the lands of Soubah Bazar, Ram Bazar, Haut Soota­
nutty, and Charles Bazar, are included in the Districts or Village of 
Sootanutty. 

Jununa of Sootanuty, &c., for the following years:-

1179. 1.80. 1181. !18~. ll83. Total. 
SootannttyTosil 

• 
Atmamdara .. 6,930 814 6,921 I2 l! 6,926 8 10 6,933 11 I9 7,177 II II 34,890 5 

Sobazar Tosil 

Hoozoory .. !50 u 0 2iil 0 D 316 12 Iii 316 12 Iii 316 I2 15 1,351 6 

8 

5 

Rambazar .. 370 0 0 4~0 0 0 4!4 2 H 414 2 10 414 2 IO 2,I02 7 10 

Hant Snttanntty 1,4UO 0 0 1,500 0 ( 1,452 1 0 1,886 4 l J,96I 4 0 8,199 I2 0 

Bazar S n tt a· 

nutty .. 36U 0 0 385 0 0 3I6 12 15 586 12 15 596 12 10 2,245 6 5 

Charles Bazar .. 410 0 0 4ii0 0 0 269 410 ii69 4 1(: 569 4 10 2,267 I3 : 0 

--------- ----- ---- ---------
Total .. 9,620 814 9,907 12 14 9,725 3 0 10,737 0 9 1,066 0 1 5I,Oiil 2 I8 

·-- -------- ----
Bogbazar Tosil 

1 

Atmamdar •• 446 2 13 446 4 4 447 Iii 6 449 3 9 4g2 4 6 2,281 13 IS 
' 

Kaje G n n g c I 

Tosil Hozoory I .... 150 0 0 100 0 0 150 0 0 !50 0 0 600 0 0 

---- ----- --------
Total 446 2 13 5U6 4 4 597 15 6 59U 3 9 642 4 6 2,881 I3 18 

Brought down 9,620 814 9,907 12 14 9,725 IS 0 \0,737 0 9 11,066 0 I 1>1,057 2 18 

---· -------------
Total Rupees •• 10,066 11 7 10,ii04 0 18 10,323 12 6 11,336 3 18 11,708 4 7 53,939 0 I 

Ordered that the Sunnud be translated against the next meeting. 

The grant of Sootanutty to Nubkissen called forth a 
protest from the "inhabitants and landholders of Sootanutty 
and Bang Bazar." The orders passed on the petition were 
firm but conciliatory. The original documents may be 
i11teresting. 
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AT A CoUNCIL (REVENUE DEPARTMENT), January 23, 1778. 
Read the following petition from the inhabitants and landholders 

of Sootanuty and Bang Bazar. 

" To TnE HoNOURABLE WARREN HAs·rrsas, EsQn., 
Governm·-General, &o., Council of Reven1~e at F01·t William in Bengal. 

The Humble Petition and Remonstrance of the Inhabitants and 
Landholders of the Districts of Sootanuty and Bang Bazar in the 
Town of Calcutta 

HUMBLY SEHWETH:--

That your Petitioners have been from time immemorial Inhabi­
tants and Landholders in the Districts of Sootanuty and Bang Bazar in 
the 'town of Calcutta by vil't~e of several Pottahs or grants which 
have been granted and renewed from time to time by the Honourable 

East India Company at a certain quit-rent payable quarterly as 
appeat·s by the Pottahs and Receipts for the Rents in their possession, 
al}d were never Tenants or Reiots to any other person for the same 
except tlie Honourable Company; and,-standing in that relation to the 
Honourable Company, your Petitioners have been incouraged to im­
prove and build upon the lands which have been granted to them as 
aforesaid, confiding in the security they enjoy under this Government 
and the little danger they had to apprehend of their lands being 
assigned ovel' to any other person. And yom· Petitioners being so pro­
prietors of their lands and houses have been allowed the liberty of 
dispos~ng of them with the approbation of t.he Company and of exer­
cising every other right of property over them which they might 
think fit. Notwithstanding which, your· Petitioners, to their inexpres­
sible concern, .have lately been given to understand that the above 
Districts will be shortly made over by an order of the Huzzoor to 
Rajah Nobkissen as his Talook, which will tend greatly to prejudice 
them in the certainty of their possession, and will probably heap upon 
them a load of oppressions, grievances, and extortions ; and the more 
so as the said Rajah Nobkissen will thereby become a judge in his 
own Districts, and they must be under the necessity of applying to 
his Court for justice. 

And your Petitioners humbly apprehend that, as they have 
received Pottahs from the East India Company to hold of them under 
a certain rent, it would be unjust to assign over the said lands to any 
other person and thereby subject them to such innovations and oppres­
sions which that person may think proper to introduce ; and likewise 
that a~ the absolute property of the sai<llan<ls has been granted to 
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them under the said Pottahs while they pay their rent, your Petition­
ers are advised and humbly apprehend it would be highly contrary 
to right to introduce any new species of tenure. 

Your Petitioners therefore most humbly pray t.hat your Honour, 
&c., will be graciously pleased to take the premises into 
eonsidemtion and permit them to remain in tht>ir propertit>s 
upon the Hame tt>t·ms and conditions as tlwy havt> hitherto 
done, payiug the stipulated rents to the Honourable the 
~~ast India Company, and that your Pt>titioners may con­
tinue to be looked upon as tenants to the Honourable tlw 
East India Company and no one else. 
And your Petitiont>rs shall ever pray, &c., &c." • 

(Sn.) [169 Signatures.] 

Ordered that the ::;ecretary to inform the Petit.ioners that the 
Board did not, nor do, intend by the Sunnud lately granted to Rajah 
~obkissen to invest him with any rights or privileges or customs but 
such as were before possessed and exercised by the Company. That ht> 
has no power to oppres><, m· to exact new taxt>s, or to erect a Court 
of justice, nor can the Board understand whence such suspicions havt> 
arisen. It is tht>ir will that the dues of the Company which they have 
thought it propt>r to transfer to Rajah Nobkissen shall bt> paid into his 
hands as the immediate proprietor instead of being paid, as they for­
mel'ly wt>re, into the hands of an Agent on the part of the Company, 
and to this the Board require their obedience. 

O,·der~Xl that a copy of this Resolution be delivert>d to tht> principal 
of the Petitioners and another to Nobkissen himself. 

A narrative o£ the procPPJings which lPd to the en­
largement of Nubki~spn'::l po~~P:;~ions ha;; led to the omis~ion 
from its proper place, in chronological order, of a £act whieh 
sho·w:; the growing confidence o£ the English authorities 
in his intelligence and honesty. The position which Nub­
ki:-sen had acquired, the e:OtN•m in which he was held by 
high official:; and the confidence which was repos~::'d in him, 
were abiding and not evanescent. On the 2bt December 
17 7 5 the Gowrnor-Gen<>ral laid before the Board a letter 
from Bow Begum, mother of the Xabob Asaph-ud-Dowla, 
receiwd by his ~pryant ( 'oja Hhagoon Ally ('awn, in 
which ~he complain<>d of ~orne acb of high-handedne:,;s o£ 



MAHARAJAH NuBKISSEN BAHADUR. 

Mr. Bristow regarding the statement of the income and also 
his interference with the usual ceremonies of her estate 
which wem enjoined on her by the customs o£ her family. 
He also laid hefore the Board the reply o£ Mr. Bristow to 
those charges. Lieutenant-General John Clavering thought 
that two gentlemen properly qualified must be appointed 
to enquire into the matter and report thereon. Vvarren 
Hastings considered the reply o£ Mr. Bristow to be conclusive 
and said the matter might be safely disposed of against the 
Bow Begum. Sir Philip Francis strongly objected to this 

mode J)f procedure, insisted on an enquiry by two gentlemen, 
"and one o£ them," he said, "must be Raja Nobkissen ; he 
is wel( versed in Persian and is well acquainted with the 
customs of the country .and. he may be very safely relied on 
by the Government." Mr. "Barwell observed: "I agree to 
this arrangement. Raja Nobkissen is a proper native who may 
be entrusted with this transaction." Mr. Monson questioning 

Nubkissen's qualification on the ground o£ his being a Hindoo, 
Mr. Barwell answered: "He is profoundly learned in Persian 
and most of the customs of the Mahomedans are based on 

the Persian Scriptures ; besides, Raja Nobkissen is a man of 
vast experience and his repeated intercourse with the Nawab 
of Murshidabad had made him a quite competent man for 
the purpose." Nubkissen was accordingly appointed a mem­

ber of the Committee of Inquiry. 
A similar commission was entrusted to him shortly 

after the grant o£ the sunnud for Sootanutty. There were 
suspicions ?I a conspiracy, and Raja Nubkissen was appoint­
ed to make an enquiry and submit a report. All the necessary 
facts >~ill appear from the following papers:-

AT A CouxcrL (SEcRET DEPARTMENT), Februa?'?J 2, 1778.­

~J!inute by Governor-General (W. HASTINGS) relative to Juoo 
MoHAN DuTT: inter alia-

.•• " He received infol'mation in October last, that a man named J ugg 
l}fohun Dutt, a near relation of the Sircar of Mr. Chevalier, the 
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French Commandant, used daily to frequent the house of Lall Sevuck 
Ram, the Mahratta Vakil, and to hold very long and secret confer· 
ences with him. Having taken the proper means to ascertain the truth 
of this information, the Governor-General gave order for his being 
apprehended a.nd brought before him; but these were not executed, 
the man soon after falling sick, till ye:, • .,ruay morning, when he was 
taken co!lling from the house and before the door of Lalla Sevuck 
Ram." Questioned by G. G.; denied intercourse with L. S. Ram. G. G., 
confirmed in his suspicions, sent Dutt " to the New Fort under a 
guard and caused all the papers in his house to be seized and sealed 
in the presence of creditable . [ 1 credible J witnesses, and to be 
brought to his house, where they now remain." 

He now proposes "that persons properly qualified may b-e nomi­
nated to examine the papers now under his charge, and for that pur­
pose that each member of the Board will be pleased to appoint a 
person versed in the Bengal language (in which the papers are mostly 
written) to meet at the Governor's House and jointly inspect them, and 
to take the reports of the evidences of this transaction." 

Mr. Fmncis's Minute:-"Agrees, but can only suggest Mr. ~1oore 
as qualified to examine the papers." 

Mr. Barwell's Minute:-" I approve, and think Raja Nubkissen 
ought to be present at the inspection of the Bengal papers." 

Mr. Wheler was unable to recommend any one. 

Then :-"The Governor-General having ordered the papers which 
were seized to the Council House, and Moore and Rajah Nobkissen 
attending, they are delivered to them, with directions to select such as 
have any relation to conferences or concerns with Lalla Sevuck Ram, 
the Mahratta Vakil, and to deliver b.tck the others immediately to the 
owner, Jug Mohun Dutt. 

"Mr. Moore and Rajah Nobkissen, having examined the papers 
of Jug Mohun Dutt in his presence, inform the Board that they 
contain nothing but accounts and papers relative to his own concerns, 
but no letters received or copies of letters written by him, and, having 
put several questions to him on the subject of his frequent visits to 
Lalla Sevuck Ram, the Mahratta Vakil, they deliver them·in with 
his answers as follow : 

* * * * * * * 
"Ordered that Jug Mohun Dutt be remanded to the Fort, to 

continue in confinement there till further orders." 
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This was not held_to be co:p.clusive,"and ~ furth_er inquiry 
was ordered and held. The proceedings are reported as fol­
lows:--

AT A CouNCIL (SECRET DEPARTMENT), :Monday, Febntafy 23, 1778. 

Ordered that an abstmct of examinations of various persons 
"respecting the visits of J ugg Mohun Dutt to the Mahratta Vakil " 
(Lalla Sewuk Ram) be entered, the full examinations being "very 
voluminoub .... · 

'' Orde;·ed that the Secretal'Y do call on Mr. Moore and Rajah 
Nobkissen to deliver any further information which they may have 
received respecting Jugg Mohun Dutt.'' 

Th: Governor-General's (W. Hastings's) speech on the points repeats 
that he had caused the Vakii's papers to be seized with a view to the 
discovery of proofs of intrigue. He says :-

"I understand from Rajah Nobkissen that there was not a single 
letter of any kind among the papers that were seized and of which he 
had the inspection." 

AT A CoUNCIL (SEcRET DEPARTMENT), 1Jfonday, .March 2, 1778. 

Read the following letter from Mr. Moore: 

HoN'BLE Sm AND Sms,_ 
In pursuance of your direction,s to obtain information whether 

Jagamohun Dutt has any and what connection with the banian of 
Monsieur Chevalier, the Chief of Chandernagore, Rajah Nobkissen 
undertook to make the necessary enquiries, and, having furnished me 
with the result thereof, I beg leave to. communicate it to you. 

"J agamohan Dutt has five cousins, who are brothers, viz. Ramnaut 
Dutt, Ram Mohan Dutt, Nilmoney Dutt, Monoo Dutt, and Roy Charun 
Dutt, of whom Ramnant Dutt and Ram Mohan Dutt are in the service 
of Monsieur Chevalier as pycars, and support an intercourse with Jaga­
mohun Dutt between Chandernagore and Calcutta. 

"Rajah Nobkissen having personally enquired of Atter Ally Cawn' 
whether Jagamohun Dutt had applied to him to be introduced to 
Lallo Sa buckram, he "informed him that he had ; that, on asking his 
reason for wishing the introduction, Jagamohun told him th~t be 
had occasion to send some letters into the Mahratta country, and 

1 Said by Jugg Mohun Dutt, in his answers to be "a Doctor in Cai­
cutta," to whom he applied for an introduction to Lalloo Sabuckram 
(Lalla Sevuck Ram) 
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therefore was desirous of becoming acquainted with Lallo Sa buckram ; 
but that Atter Ally Cawn, at the mention of the lVIahrattas, being 
somewhat apprehensive of the consequences, declined the introduction. 

"This is the substance of Rajah Nobkissen's information to me 
this morning. He is still prosecuting his enquiries ; and the result 
thereof shall be regularly communicated to you as I receive it. 

\<'oRT \VILLIAM, 
25th Februw'Y 1778. 

I am, &c., 
(Sd.) P. MooRE. 

"The Secretary acquaints the Board that he called on Rajah 
Nobkissen and received from him almost a repetition of the above 
information, which he lays before the Board as follows:-

"Rajah N obkissen, attending the Secretary, acquainted hi;n that 
during the time of Jug lVIohun Dutt's examination before him he 
declared that he had desired to be introduced to Lall Sewuck Ram by 
Atter Ally Cawn. Nohkissen has since been informed by Atter Ally 
Cawn that Jug lVIohun Dutt did earnestly request to be introduced 
by him to the lVIahratta Vakil on account of some business of im­
portance which he said he had with him, and when he was asked as to 
the nature of his business, he replied that he wanted to send a letter 
into the Deccan, but Atter Ally Cawn was deterred by this declaration 
from introducing him and denied his request. 

"Nobkissen further acquaints the Secretary that Sam Dutt, 
lVIannick Dutt, and Bujoo Kissen Dutt, all deceased, were three 
brothers; that the former left five sons, who all reside at Chander­
nagore ; that the prisoner, Jug lVIohun Dutt, who is the only son of 
the second brother, resides at Calcutta ; that the third brother had 
one son, named Anund Dutt, who is also a resident of Calcutta. 
Nobkissen, having sent a person to Chandanagore to make private 
enquiries into the occupations of these several persons and to bring 
him any further intelligence in his power respecting their con­
nexion~:~ with each other, obtained from him the following informa­
tion: That Ramnath Dutt and Rammohun Dutt, two of the five 
sons by the eldest brother, are pyca:rs in the employment of 
Mr. Chevalier, and indebted to him ; that they frequently came back­
wards and forwards to Calcutta, and take up their residence at Jug 
Mohun Dutt's house. He expects further intelligence on this 
subject and will communicate it without delay.'' 

THE GovER~OR-GENERAL :-"I think it necessary to add to the 
above report that Rajah Nobkissen, when he was before the Board, 
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observed that, although it appeared from the papers of Jug Mohun 
Dutt that he had commercial dealings to the amount of (I think) 
thirteen lakhs of rupees, not a single letter either in business or of 
any other. kind appeared among the papers which were seized, nor 
his cullundann or standish, in which it is customary to keep papers of 
a secret or important nature, from which circumstance, which he 
mentioned as very extraordinary, he drew the conclusion. that Jug 
Mohun Dutt must have given early orders for their being secreted for 
fear of a discovery. I do not know whether the members of the Board 
may recollect this part of Nobkissen's information, but I think it 
necessary to record it, and to declare that I consider it as a confirma· 
tion of my suspicions. . . . • . " 

• 0 

Though the Governor-General did not abandon his sus-
picions, nothing further was heard of the conspiracy, nothing 
untoward happened. Possibly if any mischief was brewing, 
it was arrested and crushed by the very inquiry that was 
held. 



UBAPTER VI. 

NUNCOMAR. 

An important fact worth considering at this stage of 
Nubkissen's life is the nature of his relations to Maharaja 
N uncomar and the part he took in the case that will be for 
ever associated not only with the memory of many distin­
guished individuals, but with many angry disputes and re­
ceimin!ttions concerning the integrity of Judges and Council­
lors in the early days of British administration in this 
country. As this work professes to be not the history of a 
period, but only the biography· of an individual, it is only 
necessary to say as much of Nuncomar and his case as brings 
him into relations with Nubkissen. At the same time Nun­
comar played such a conspicuous part in the early history o£ 
British rule, and his career and character have suggested, to 
so many English writers, reflections on the character of the 
Bengalee in general and the Brahmin in particular, that it 
will not be altogether out o£ place to take a somewhat wider 
view of his life than that presented by its points of contact , 
with the life of N ubkissen. There is another reason for 

~ attempting a little study of Nuncmnar. History as written 
by eminent Englishmen in recent times after elaborate re­
search, as written, for instance, by Sir James Stephen, Colonel 
Malleson, and Mr. Forrest, has, in the .eyes of impartial 
readers at any rate, delivered its final verdict on Nuncomar 
and his trial for forgery. The impression left on the mind 
of the last generation by the flaming periods of Burke, the 
ponderous pages of Mill, and the brilliant portraits of .Macau­
lay, cannot but suffer to-day a large degree of effacement. 
But there are those who will not see, who love to hug an 
illusion that is beautiful, and who with little ceremony 
m• scarcely an apology dismis~ facts that are repellent to the 
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taste. Some recent Bengalee writers have made a hero of 
Nuncomar. They have represented him as the victim of 
a conspiracy led by Warren Hastings who employed lmpey 
as his instrument for a judicial murder. Nuncomar was, in 
their judgment, a martyr to his patriotism. He was not only 
a social leader of the Brahmins, bnt the political leader of 
the entire Hindu community in Bengal, i£ not of the native 
population generally. Round him Himlu interests and forces 
were to rally, or at any rate the decaying strength of Maho­
medan rulers wa~ to revive ; and he wa:> to stand forth as the 
deliverer of his native land from a fo1·eign yoke ai1d the 
founder of a united nation and state. ~ ubkissen, on the 
other hand, was, in the light vouchsafed to these writers, 
a sneak and a coward, a trimmer and traitor who betrayed 
native interests, and delivered his country, so far as it lay 
in his little power, into the hands of the English. He abetted 
Hastings in his attempt to re~ove his chief accuser and 
witness of guilt, N uncomar. By giving false evidence he 
abetted lmpey in his judicial murder. 

All this view of N uncomar is excellent romance ; it is 
not history. The ·writers have very largely drawn on their 
imagination. They have at once ignored and created history. 
Nuncomar at his best was a shrewd, worldly man of 
business, the mediocre character of whose abilities and the 
modesty of whose social position are proved by the fact that 
he did not make a prominent appearance or occupy a distin­
guished position in public life before he was past fifty. Taken 
all round he was an ambitious, scheming, intriguing villain, 
absolutely selfish, thoroughly unprincipled, dead to a sense of 
gratitude, prone to abuse of power, faithless as a friend, 
implacable as an enemy. Almost the whole of his public life 
is a tissue of crimes,-extortion, con,;piracy, giving bribes, 
taking bribes, making false complaints, getting up false cases, 
perjury, subornation of perjury, forgery, the uttering of 
forged documents, and the like. His public life had nothing 
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of public spirit in it. His ambition was wholly personal. 
The solitary instance of faithfulness in his whole life was his 
attachment to Mir Jaffir, but even in the service of that 
potentate he seems to have had no thought except that of 
self-aggrandisement. He never appears to have excelled in 
diplomacy or administration, and if he had any influence 
over Mir J affir, if he shaped his policy and guided his counsels, 
the best index to his honesty, wisdom and foresight would 
be the acts of Mir Jaffir himself, to which a brief reference will 
presently be made, and which, it may .be observed in the 
mean~hile, exhibit very little of either firmness or fairness. 
In _character and aspirations Nubkissen was the very an­
tithesis of Nuncomar. 

The testimony of the best writers in regard to the 
character of Nuncomar is unanimous. Macaulay, who will 
not be suspected of any prejudice in favour of Hastin.gs or 
Impey or of any lack of sympathy with Nuncomar in hi~ 

dish·es;;, speaks of him in the following terms :-
"Of his moral' character it is difficult to give a notion to those 

who are acquainted with human nature only as it appears in our 
Island. What the Italian is to the _Englishman, what the Hindu is 
to the Italian, what the Bengalee is to other Hindus, such was Nun­
comar to other Bengalees." 

Then follows his well-known description of Bengalees. 
Sir James Stephen considers this estimate to be exaggerated 
in its condemnation. He finds an explanation of Nuncomar's 
character in the circumstances o£ the time and the place 
in which h_e lived. His own opinion may be taken as 
marked by that " discriminating good sense" the absence of 
which he regrets in Macaulay's description, and that opinion 
is expressed as follows :-

" Of all the provinces of the Empire none was so degraded as 
Bengal, and till he was nearly sixty years old N uncomar lived in 
the worst and most degraded part of that unhappy Province. A push­
ing, active, prominent, succesful man in such circumstances could 
hardly be other th~n Nuncomar a,ctnally was, false all through, am\ 
'· . . - . 
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dead to every sentiment except pride, hatred and revenge. It is, 
however, due to N uncomar to say that even a bitter enemy gives him 
credit for one good quality. "He was," says the author of the Siyyar 
nl Mutaqherin, "a man of a wicked disposition and a haughty temper, 
envious to a high degree, and on bad terms with the greater part of 
mankind, although he had conferred favours on two or three men and 
was firm in his attachments." 

Colonel Malleson, apparently thrown beside himself by 
the shocking record of Nuncomar's intrigues, goes on to 
generalise about his race : 

"It [ Murshidabad] still remained, however, a hotbed of in­
trigue ; and it is by intrigue that the Brahman of hi.gh caste, wh~ find& 
his abilities too little appreciated by the ruling power, always works. 
There is no greater adept in the world in the capacity to undermin~>, 
to insinuate that which he dare not openly charge; in the disseminat­
ing of slanderous whispers ; in convincing those with whom he may 
converse that the false thing is the true thing." 1 

In a foot-note the writer adds : " In stating this I writP 
• from my own experience of the class." Then again : 

"After the first moment of astonishment, the more astute amongst 
them, especially the Bengali Brahmans, recognized that whilst the 
new rules had abolished, for the time, autocratic powers of Mr. 
Hastings, it had widened the road to intrigue, and would afford them 
opportunities, such as they had never dreamt of, for the practice of 
that chicanery in which they excel all other races. The first field on 
which the ablest and most unprincipled amongst them determined, to 
practise his heredita.ry vocation .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Foremost to recog­
nize the brilliant opening thus offered to his genius was Nand 
Kumar.''2 

In face of such a consensus of opinion, do Bengalees ad­
vance their reputation, do they serve the interests of truth, 
when they put forward this infamous person, this genuine 
" Captain-General of iniquity" as one of the noblest speci­
mens of their race, as their champion, leader and representa­
tive, their ideal of a hero? No, such a view is essentially 

1 Life of Warren Hastings, page 198. 
2 Life of Warren Hastiugs, pp. 201, 20\l. 
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unfair to Bengalees and to Brahmins. Nuncomar was· not 
only not the noblest of Bengalees, but not even a typical or 
average Bengalee. Macaulay suggests that he was one of 
the . worst specimens of a Dengalee and indeed as much 
inferior to the average Bengalee as the Italian is to the Eng­
lishman ; and in that view he is absolutely right. No 
Bengalee has equalled him in villainy. The foot-note quoted 
from Colonell\'lalleson's work shows that that writer did not 
know his own mind. ColQnel 'Malleson's experience of 
Brahmins,-it would be interesting to know the sphere of life 
in which it was acquired,-could never have made him indulge 
in his generalisations about Brahmin character .i£ he had not 
before him the story of Nuncomar. But that story does not 
represent the normal state of things in the country : it is 
wholly without a parallel even in degraded Bengal. About 
Brahmins in general something may have to be said later on. 

Nuncomar Roy was a son of Padlab Roy (which name 
appears to be an English eorruption of the name Padma­
nabha Roy), who was Amin of two or three Pergunnahs and 
who appointed Nuncomar as a kind of Naib under him. After­
wards, in the reign of the Nabob Ali Verdi Khan, called also 
Mehabut Jung, Nnncomar was appointed Amin of the Pergun­
nahs Ridgeley and Mushadal, where he committed oppres­
sion on zemindars and ryots and was guilty of much malver­
sation in his office. The victims of his oppression laid their 
complaints before the Roy Royan Cheyn Roy, who immediate­
ly displaced Nuncomar, and after his accounts were properly 
stated, confined him in chains for the payment of his balance 
and summoned him daily to the Khalsa Cutcherry, where he 
was constantly flogged and beaten. At last his father paid 11p 
for him the balance due to Government. Nuncomar was 
released, but his father never afterwards saw his face or foi·­
gave him. " As soon as the seeds of internal enmity sprang 
up between the Nabob :M:ehabut Jung and his General 
:M:ustapha Khan, and N uncoma r began to suspect it (as it is 
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his nature to apply himself diligently to a party, when any 
disturbance arises between great men), he immediately waited 
upon Mu,:tapha Khan." Mustapha Khan took into his hands 
the Malguzarry o£ several Zemindars, for some of whose 
lands Nuncomar became ,;ecurity. \Vhen a heavy balance 
was incurred on those lands, and ~uncomar':; practices came 
to be better understood, Mustapha Khan determined to seize 
him and send him prisoner to the Roy Roya11. He got intelli­
gence of this and escaped secretly to Calcutta. When the 
quarrel between the~ a bob and his General openly broke out, 
ap.d Mustapha was slain, and the Roy Royan Cheyn Roy was 
also dead, ~ uncomar made his appearance again at Moorsheda­
bad, and by the recommendation of the :l\1ntsaddis obtained 
the collection o£ the Pergunnah of Sutseetra. 

These facts are obtained from a letter of Mr. Burwell's 
to his sister, discovered and published for the first time by 
Sir James Stephen in his work on the Trial of Nuncomar. 
The letter is a conden:;;ed biography of Nuncomar. All its 

details it is neither nece:;sary nor desirable to reproduce. 
Much o£ it is borne out by other evidence. Only the more 
important point_~ o£ the narrative can be here noticed. ~ un­
comar was soon recalled from his po"t and he lived for some 
time the life of'an un:;crnpulou~ adventurer. He came to 
Hooghly ; was confined clo~ely £or five days by Meer Hootu­
bullu, an inhabitant o£ the place, for his debt of Rs. 2,000 ; 
then he absconded to Moorshedabad. He was on one occasion 
severely bai:-'tinadoed with a bamboo by Nabob Siraj-ud-Dow­
lah, apparently for some impertinent remark. The Nabob 
sent him also to Hidayet Ali Khan at Hoogly, whose treat­
ment of N uncomar compelled him to go again to Murshidabad, 
where he was reduced to the utmo~t poverty. After many vi­
cissitudes, through the patronage of one Munshi Saduk Ulla, 
he was appointed Dewan of Hooghly, under Mahomed Yar 
Beg Khan, Foujdar of Hooghly. This Foujdar was dismissed 
from his post during the life-time o£ Ali Verdi Khan, and on 
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the death of that Nabob, Siraj-ud-Dowlah appointed succes­
sively two :M:ahomedans to the office. Ultimately Nuncomar 
managed to have himself appointed Foujdar by securing the 
dismissal of the second :M:ahomedan incumbent. 

When Colonel Clive was besieging Chandernagore, De­
wan Nunco111ar Roy sent him complimentary messages by 
one Kissen Ram Bow, and soon "the Colonel conceived a 
prodigious friendship for the Dewan," which came to be ge­
nerally known. · When Colonel Clive was to go to Patna, 
Maharaja Doolub Ram appointed N uncomar as his Vakeel to 
accompany the Colonel, expecting thus to improve his own 
relations with the Colonel. "Nuncomar had so ingratiated 
hinu!elf into favour that it was usual for the people to style 
him the black Colonel." Through the influence of Clive he 
was appointed Dewan to :M:ahomed Ameer Beg Khan who was 
made Foujdar o£ Hooghly, Ridgeley, &c. Mir Jaffir unable to 
pay directly to the English the sums he had agreed to pay 
after the battle of Plassey, had given them assignments on the 
revenues o£ the districts of Burdwan, Nadiya and Hooghly. 
Nuncomar was on the recommendation of Clive appointed in 

. . 

17 58 their agent for the collection. 
• No long time has to pass before N uncomar's cloven foot 

is out again. He contrived to bring about an enmity between 
Maharaja Doolub Ram and Nabob Mir Jaffir, which almost 
came to open war. The Maharaja had remonstrated with 
Nuncomar for the rapacHy he had exhibited as Collector. By 
his intrigues he succeeded not only in securing the removal 
of the Maharaja, but in causing a wide breach between him · 
and the Nabob. At this time Nuncomar also demanded from 
his old friend, patron and master, Mahomed Yar~ Beg 
Khan, the sum of Rs. 14,000 under pretence of expenses 
formerly incurred, and by threatening him with an examina~ 
tion of all his accounts. " Mahomed Yar·. Beg, looking upon 
Nuncomar's principles like to those of the adder which will 
inevitably sting the bosom that cherishes it, paid his unjust 
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demand." To his present master, Ameer Beg Khan, he gave 
such pernicious advice that he raised a suspicion of him in 
the mind of the Nabob Mir Jaffir, so that Ameer, finding his 
:;ituation desperate, begged leave to resign his post, and got 
on board a vessel. 

Discovery of a certain unfairness on the part of Nun­
comar in a particular matter created a breach between him 
anJ Maharaja Dooliah Ram, but Nuncomar had played hi:-: 
cards very well and he could dispense with all other friend:; 
and patrons when he secured the confidence and patronage 
of Mir Jaffir and a monopoly of influence over him. 
He could not long retain Clive':; confidence, and when 
Clive -..vas leaving the counti·y, Vansittart, warned by him. 
kept up the appearance of friendship and countenance to 
N uncomar, but intrusted him with no part of hi:; confidence. 
N uncomar would not be himself if. he did not plan a 
revenge. " He studied every possible method to raise a 
war and to endanger the Company, to which purpose a 
letter of his was detected after the victory of Burdwan 
and the death of Indar Jat Perkhee." Mr. Vansittart put 
<t guard of Sepoys upon him and produced before the Council 
many treasQJlable letters and copies taken from N uncomar's 
house. Dissensions in Council, brought about by N uncomur 
himself, led to his release after forty days. The scurrility of 
two letters that he wrote to Colonel Clive and the Company 
shortly after his release led Mr. V ansittart to confine him to 
his house for a number of days. The discovery of certain 
letters fabricateJ by Nuncomar, o£ which more will be pre­
:;ently said, led to his being imprisoned a second time under 
a Sepoy guarJ. He was released after a year, on the appli­
cation of Mir Jaffir. He attended Mir Jaffir in the war 
agam:;t Meer Cossim. When the victory was decisively 
obtained over Meer Cossim, Nuncomar, unknown to :Mir Jaffir, 
solicited and obtained from the Emperor Shah Alum the title 
of Maharaja, which "was afterwards confirmed by l\1ir Jaffir. 
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'l'he next incident in N uncomar's life had better be stated 
altogether in Mr. Barwell's own words : "After this when 
Meer Mahomed Cossim Khan :fled, and the Nabob Shuja­
ud-Dowla had levied an army, Maharajah Nuncomar wrote 
a letter to Bulwant Singh, upon discovery of -which treason­
able correspondence, General Carnac was determined to 
seize Nuncomar, and send him under a guard to Calcutta. 
But at last by the earnest endeavour of Maharajah Nob­
kissen, who at that time was Banian to Major Adams, he 
escaped. A full account of this is to be found in the 
Records of the Council, where every particular of the whole 
affair maybe learnt." 

Nuncomar continued to be •a source of disturbances, and, 
after Najim-ud-Dowla had succeeded Mir Jaffir, had to be 
sent under a guard to Calcutta. Lord Clive on his return 
from Europe to Calcutta "appointed Muzzaffer Jung. the 
principal minister, ana appointed Maharaja Dooliah Ham and 
Juggut Seat to assist hit;n in the Government, and had deter­
mined in. his own mind, for the tranquillity of the kingdom, 
to banish Nuncomar into Chittagong, and all Nuncomar's 
family were then in the utmost tribulation upon that account." 
This time also Nuncomar ~-as saved by Nubkissen._" Maharaja 
Nobkishen reptesented that as Maharaja Nuncomar was a 
Brahmin, it was not right to punish him too severely, there­
fore his sentence of banishment to Chittagong was left unexe­
·cuted." 

Gratitude was foreign to the nature of Nuncomar, and 
he was never by any chance betrayed into that weakness. Hi;; 
nature fully manifested. itself in his relations with Nubkissen. 
In remembrance, it would seem, of kindly services recently 
rendered, he got up a false but serious complaint against 
Nubkissen. He" suborned a woman, by name Neeboo, for 
a present of 2,000 rupees, to accuse Maharaja N obkishen of 
having forcibly committed a rape upon her." This complaint 
was fully inquired into, and the result has been given in a 
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previous chapter. "Upon the same affair, fourteen blank 
covers of letters sealed ·with many Engli,;h gentlemen's and 
Hindoo::;tanee names were found in tlw ~laharajah X un­

comar'::; house, and deliwred into Council, a,; may be fully 

proved by reference to I he Hecords of Council.'' The real 
reason that weighed with .Nubki::;sen for interceding on 
behalf of Nuncomar had evidently been put in an Q:fficial 

guise when addressed to o:fficiab, as will appear from the 
following reeonl 1 of proceedings : 

AT A SELECT CoMMITTEE HELD THE 19th Jztlg 1765 AT FORT WILLIAM. 

Present: 

THE RwHT Ho::~WI:RABLE LoRD CLIVE, Presidetlt. 
MR. WILLIAM BRIGHTWELL S{;M~Eit. 

" JOHN U.\RNAC. 

" HARRY VERELST. 

, FRANCIS SYKES. 

Whereas Nun Coomar had tried to destroy ~lussalman adminis­
tration and to rise on its ruin ; and whereas the Company's servants 
had repeatedly detected him in the most criminal intrigues and where­
as Nun Coomar, while professing the strongest attachment to the 
English, had been engaged in seveml conspiracies against them ; and 
whereas he had been found to be the medium of correspondence be­
tween the Court of Delhi and the French authorities in the Carnatic, 
we, the members of the Council in our previous meeting, formed a 
resolution for his banishment to Chittagong. But our well-known 
friend, Nabokissen Moonshee, has lately given us a very sound advice. 
He says that as an intriguing man, Nun Coomar should not be sent 
to Chittagong, at a considerable di~tance from Calcutta; on the con­
trary he should Le detained at Calcutta under strict •:mrveillance. 
It is therefore ordained that Nun Coomar be detained at Calcutta 
under strict surveillance as a State prisoner. 

This does not by any means show :XubkissE>n',.. enmity to 
Nuncomar. ·when a boy is convicted of an offencP, and his 

parent plead::; that the young fellow wonlJ be demoralised by thE> 
company of criminal;; in a jail and might be dismis::;ed with a 

1 Quoted fl'om Babu Chandi Churn Sen'ti Bengali work on ~Iaharaja 

Nuncomar, pp. 224, 225, 
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·wholesome flogging "·hich he might newr forget, is it diffi­

cult to guess the motiYe of the plea ? It is not the infliction of 

flogging hut the ayoidance of jail, aml the ~pirit that prompts 
the suggestion is on<:> of tenderness and not of seycrity. It is 
easy .to read the same spirit in Nubkis:"en's suggestion in the 

present case. The '' ~urYeillance" is a mere excuse to 

recommend the suggestion to the official mind ; the real motive 
is the desire to spare an exalted Brahmin the indignity of 
deportation. If the recommendation as put in the official 
proceeding;: is to he nnder:<tootlliterally, it has the fatal fault· 
of proying too much. Deportation is a punishment held to be 

specially suitable to turbulent aml disaffected persons, and if 
Nuncomar wa::: not to be sent away to Chittagong because he 

·was an "intriguing man," that would be a good argument for 

retaining in Calcutta "under surveillance" all dangerous 
characters at all times. wa~ ;:m·yriJlance or imprisonment 

impossihle at Chittagong ? 
The precise nature of Nnncomar',- (lntie" as Collector will 

appear fmm the follo,Ying extract from a letter of the Council 

to the Court of Director:,:, datPd the :3bt December 1758 1 : 

"As we were of opinion, it wa~; too troublesome a task for a 
European to collect in the payments amount the tuncaws given us by 
the Nawab, and being willing likewise to get the moneys in the account 
brought by the Rajahs immediately to Hugley without being sent to 
Muxabad, we appointed Nundkumar on the 19th August~Tasildar on 
behalf of the Company, he being recommended by the Select Com­
mittee as a person greatly attached to the English, and very capable 
of the employ we had appointed him to. His business is to call upon 
the Rajahs for the payments conformable to the Kistybunds they 
have signed to, and when any considerable sum is received from them, 
to pay it into the Treasury ; and in order to give him greater weight 
and influence •with the Rajahs and Zemindars, we have procured a 
Perwanna from the Nawab empowering him to settle with the Rajahs, 
&c., for the amount of their tuncaws to the Company. We hope this 
method will have a good effect, and be a means of collecting in the 
money from those people without trouble and disputes.'' 

1 Long's Selertion.~ j1·om Fn;mbli.~hrd Record.~. Art, .1!7ii, 
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All this confidence and r('putation were lo~t in no time. 

Nabob Kassim Ali Khan in thP cour,-p of a letter\ datNl the 

2-!th February 1761, >vrite:-:: 
"I have before wrote your Excellency concerning the contents 

of the letters I had intercepted of Nunkumar's, that he had carried 
on a correspondence with our enemies ; that I had made him prisoner 
and was examining his papers. On an examination thereof, I find 
that he corresponded with the Shabzadah's people, Coiugar Khan and 
Sree Bhut ; N unkumar has also endeavoured to detriment the affairs 
of your Sirkar and the Company's. He is therefore undoubtedly 
culpable, and had it b{'en of such a nature as to come under the tenor 
of our laws, he would not have escaped unpunished.'' 

Official evidence of ~uncomar's oppn'ssion,; at Hooghly 

and his malwrsation as Ta~ildar i,; to lw found in a letter2 

from the Go,·ernor to the ~abob, dated October 29th, 176:1. 

Nuncomar contrived to increase his influence nwy largely, 

but though he managed all the affairs of the Khalsa no-

. thing was properly settled even up to the end or 1763, 

and the collections were poor. This appear:; from a letter 

of Raja Doolub Ham's, recein•d on the lOth ,January 1 i64.n 

That letter abo :-;et:; forth a li;<t of tlw officps which werP 

formerly annexed to the Xizanmt and which were now 

separated from it and held Ly N uncomar. ThPse were (1) 
Huzzoor Novesy (office for taking copit>s of Sunnuds, &c.), 
Darogaship of the primte Tn·a:-:ury and Jagheer:-~ Mustofy­

gurry (office for examining tlH· account:< of dismis:-;ed Officers); 

(2) Accounts of the Province of Patna ; (:3) Accounts of 

Poornea; (4) Accounts of the Chuckla of Bhagulpore; 

(5) Mushrefee of the Dewankhana; (li) Mnnshi-Khana ; 

(7) Accounts of the Jagheers. 

Three months later, the Governor in a letter4 to the 

Nabob, dated the 17th April 1764, bitterly complains of the 

1 Long's Unpublished Reco1'ds, Art. 553. 
2 Long's l'npwblisltt•d Records, Art. 708, 
' Long's l.'1tpublislwd Rel'ords, Art. 710, 

' Long's Cnpwbli.~hed Record.<, Art, i86, 
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maladministration of: the provinces and attributes it to the 
"influence and direction" of Nuncomar. He goes on:· 

"These are strong instances of his misconduct and negligence, but 
what gives us still greater reason to be dissatisfied with him is, that 
from advices lately received from Major Carnac, we have too much 
reason to suspect he has been carrying on a secret correspondence with 
the enemy ano counteracting every measure we have been taking for· 
the support of your Government." 

The Uourt of Director~ expres:"ed its opinion of Nun­
comar in the following terms in a lt:'tter1 dated the 22nd 
February 17li4 :-

"From the whole of your proceedings with respect to N undcomar, 
there seems to be no doubt of his endeavouring by forgery and false 
accusations to ruin Ram Chm'n ; that he has been guilty o~ canying 
on correspondence with the Country Powers hurtful to the Company's 
interests, and inRtrumental in com'eying letters between the Shahzada 
and the Ft'ench GoYerrwr-General of Pondicherry ; in short, it appears 
he is of that wicked and turbulent disposit.ion that no harmony can 
subsist in a society where he has the opportunity of interfering, we 
therefore n•ost readily concur with you that Nundcomar is a person 
improper to be trusted with his liberty in our settlements, and capa­
ble of doing mischief if he is permitted to go out of the province 
either to the northward or towards the Deccan, and we shall there­
fore depend upon your keeping such a watch over all his· actions as 
may be the means of prev~nting his disturbing the quiet of the 
public or injuring individuals for the future." 

Great light is thrown on one chapter of Nuncomar's 
history by Mr ... Wheeler in his Memorandum of the Records 
in the Foreign Department. He gives the follO\i'ing analy­
sis of the Proceedings, secret and separate, from the 27th 
April 1761 to the 27th September 1762. 

" The v_6lume of Proceedings on the early forgeries of N uncomar is a 
curious record connected with the administration of Mr. Vansittart, and 
is important on two grounds : first, as illustrative of the secret intrigu­
ing, real or imagined, which was carried on between the Hindoo chiefs 
in the service of the Nawab and the military commanders in the 
army of Shah :Alum ; and secondly, as indicating the origin of the 

1 Long's Unpublislwl Rtco1·ds, Art., 133. 
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long-nourished hatred of Nundcomar against "\Va1Teu Hastings, which 
did not find full expression until many years afterwards. It has 
already been pointed out that the policy by which the Nawab Ali­
verdy Khan had been enabled to retain his Nawabship free from re­
bellion was that of reserving all important posts for Hindoos alone, to 
the exclusion of the l\1ussulmans. His successor, Surajadowla, did 
not exactly reverse this policy, but he offended and insulted both 
parties, and was, consequently, ousted by a union of both parties. 
Meer Jaffir, and his successor, ~leer Cossim, both attempted to recruit 
their respective treasuries at the expense of the wealthiest individuals 
amongst the Hindoos. It was under such circumstances, and whilst 
the English and Meer Cossim were still at war with the 'King' Shah 
Alum, that some extraordinary letters were discovered on the person 
of a hurkara, which seemed to imply that Raja Doolub Ram and 
another of the Setts, named Ram Churn, were carrying on a treason­
ous correspondence with one of the military commanders in the camp 
of Shah Alum. . . . . From the proceedings of Government in this 
matter it may be gathered that for <t long time Mr. Vansittart 
and his Council were divided upon the subject until about a year after­
wards, when Mr. Warren Hastings was appointed Member of Council. 
Strangely enough, as it now appears, one of Mr. HastingR' first acts 
after his arrival in Calcutta was to investigate the case; and his en­
quiries led to the discovery that the Native correspondenee was a for­
gery in which the notorious Nnndcomar was deeply implicated. 
The object of N undcomar in forging these letters was apparently 
to ruin those influential personages in the eyes of the English, probably 
to get rid of partie8 who appeared to him to be standing in the way 
of his' advancement, and possibly to afford an excuse to Meer Cossim 
for plundering their private property. How this unprincipled intrigu­
er sought to revenge himself many years afterwards by bringing 
charges of corruption against Warren Hastings, and how in the end he 
was himself convicted and executed for a repetition of the same crime 
of forgery, are matters of general history. It is evident from these 
and other notices of Nundcomar that he was a thorough villain. In 
the Secret Proceedings for 1767 (see paragraph 14) a charge is recorded 
against him of endeavouring to ruin a rival named Nobkissen by 
inducing a married Brahmin woman to bring a false accusation against 
Nobkissen of having violated her." · 

No one will ~n:;pect Clive of any malice towards Nun­
comar. He wa~ at onr time Clive':< favourite and p1'0t~rJrf. It 
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was on Clive's recommendation, as has already been stated, that 
he was appointed Collector of three districts. But Nuncomar 
had only to be kno·wn to be hated. In 17 65 Clive had Been 
enol1gh of him to make him change his opinion completely. 
"When General 9arnac asked for Nuncomar the post of Naib 
Subah, Clive answered that "although Nandkumar may not 
prove guilty of the crimes laid to his charge, yet, believe me, 
my dear General, he will do no honour either to the Na·wab 
or to the Company in any great or eminent post, which he 
was never fitted or designed for ; and I can give you un­
ans·werable reasons against -his being the principal pers~n 
about the Nawab when I have the pleasure of seeing you." 
On the death of Mir Jaffir, Mahomed Rez~ Khan had 
been appointed Naib Subah by the Calcutta Council. Clive 
on his arrival in Calcutta felt himself called upon either to 
confirm t~1at appointment or to appoint somebody else. He 
had grave objections to Nuncomar, but he had little confi­
dence in Reza Khan also. To-General Carnac he wrote that 
the fact of his being "a Mussulman, acute, and clever, are 
reasons of themselves, if there were no others, against trusting 
that man with too much power, and yet the young man [ the 
Navmb Nazim J must have about him men capable of directing 
and governing him ; for, besides his youth, he is really very 
·simple, and always receives his impressions from those last 
about him. It is really shocking to see what a set of miser­
able and mean ·wretches Nandkumar has placed about him, 
tnen that the other day were horse-keepers." Having to 
make a choice of evils Clive confirmed Reza Khan in his 
appointment as Naib Subah, but associated with him 
Maharaja . Doolub Ram and the wealthy banker, Jagat 

Sett. 
"'When in 1772 ·warren Hastings was appointed by the 

Court of Director;;; to preside in their Council at Bengal he 
found that Mahomed H.eza Khan as Naib Subah was the head 
of the native administration of Bengal, and- Shitab Roy, also 
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as N aib Subah, wa~ the head of the native admini:::tration of 

Behar. The former was ordinarily re,;id<:"nt at .:\Iur;,'hidabad, 

the latter at Patna. X uncomar had in the meantime made 

complaintb to the Court of Director,; again,;t the admini,;­

tration of Reza Khan. The fir,;t ta,;k impo,.;ed upon 'Van·en 

Hastings when he took hi,., ~eat as Pre,.;ident of the Council on 

the 28th April 177:.:!, was to inform the Board that in 

con::;equence of onler::; n•ceiyeJ from th(• Secret CommittP<' 

"he ha,.; ;;ent in,;truction:5 to :Mr. )liddleton to arrp,.;t the 

per~ons of :Mahomed Heza C'awn mHl Haja Anu·it Sing, hi,; 

Dewan~, and to ~Pnd tlwm under a guard to_ Calcutta ; that he 

has rec(•iyed adYic<:' from .:\Ir. ::\liddkton. that the "amC' ha,.; 

accordingly been put in execution." The ( 'onrt of Din•ctor,.; 

had written to Ha"tings that if the a,;,..i,;hmce and information 

of N uncomar should be :-;erYiceable to him in inwstigating 

the conduct of Heza Khan, he ,;houhl yield him ,;uch encour­

agements and reward as hi,; trouhh• and the extent of hi,; 

::oerYices might deserw. Ha,;ting,; had no difficulty in giYing 

effect to these direction,; a,; he wa,; him,.;el£ com·inC'ed that 

N uncomar could giYe Yaluable a~:-:i,;tanee in inw,..tigating tht• 

conduct of Heza Khan. On the depo:<ition of that official he 

proposed that .Munny Degum, the widow of 1\Iir Jafih·, 

:;hould ht• mad(• 8up<·rintt•ndPnt of th~ Xa\Ya b \ hou,-ehold 

and guardian of hi~ p(•r:<on, and that Haja Gooroo Da:-,.., the 

:;on of X uncomar, :;honld a:l:;i~t hC'r as Dewan. ln a lrtter to 

the Uourt of Director,; he wrote :--
"There is no doubt that N uncomar b capable of atl'ordiug me 

great services by his information and advice; but it is on his abilities, 
and on the activity of his ambition and hatred to ~lahomed Reza Cawu 
that I depend for investigating the conduct of the latter and, by 
eradicating his influence, for confirming the authority which you have 
a~sumed in the administration of the affairs of this country. The 
rewM·d which ha~ been astiigned him will put it fully in hi8 power to 
answer those expedation.•, illlcl will be an encouragement to him to 
exert all his abilities for the accomplishment of them. Had I not 
been guarded by the caution which you have been pleased to enjoin 
on me, yet my own knowledge of the charactel' of N uncomar would 
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have restrained me from yielding him any trust or anything which 
could prove detrimental to the Company's interests." · 

In making the arrangement Hastings was guided, it will 
be seen, not by generosity, but by prudence. He had known 
Nuncomar too long and too well to have any confidence in 
him. What Olive had discovered late he had discovei·ed 
early. As he wrote to the Directors : 

"From the year 1759 to the time when I left Bengal in 1764 
I was engaged in a continued opposition to the interests and designs 
of that man, because I judged him to be adverse to the welfare of 
my employers; and in the course of this contention I received suffi­
cient mdications of his ill-will to have made me an irreconcilable 
enemy if I could suffer my passions to supersede the duty which I 
owe to·the Company.'' 

The evidence is only too clear that Hastings did not allow 
his passions to supersede his duty or even to over-ride his 
judgment or his sense of justice. In a well-known minute he 
recorded an opinion of N uncomar than which nothing could 
be fairer. Without taking it upon himself to vindicate the 
moral chahwter of N nncomar, he " thinks it but justice to 
make a di,;tinction between the violation of a trust and an 
offence committed against our Government by a man who 
owed it no allegiance, nor was indebted to it for protection, 
but on the contrary was the actual servant and minister of a 
master whose interest naturally suggested that kind of policy 
which sought by foreign aids and the diminution of the powers 
of the Company to raise his own consequence and to re-establish 

his authority." 
The Court of Directors appreciated Hastings' wisdom 

nnd self-restraint, and wrote to him : 
"Your choice of the Begum for guardian to the Nawab we entire· 

Iy approve : the u~e you intend making of N undcoomar is very proper, 
and it affords us great satisfaction to .find that you could at once 
determine to suppress all personal resentment when the public welfare 
seemed to clash with your private sentiments relative toN undcoomar." 

N uncomar must have done his best to secure evidence 
against the administrator whose place he wanteJ to fill, but 
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after a protracted trial both .:\Iahomed Heza Khan and Haja 

8hitab Roy were acquitted of the charges brought against 
them. Great wa,; ~unconwr'~ disappointment when the 

offices of those grandePs were abolished. The effect of thi:-; 

stroke of Hasting;,' policy on ~ uncomar ·~ mind cannot IH• 

better described than in the words of Macaulay :---
" Nundcoomar had proposed to destroy the Mu~8alman administra­

tion, and to rise on its ruin. Both hi~ malevolence and his cupidity 
had been disappointed. Hastings had made him a tool, had used him 
for the purpose of accomplishing the transfer of the Government from 
l\foorshedabad to Calcutta, from native to European hands. The rival, 
the enemy, so long envied, so implacably persecuted, had been dismissed 
unhurt. The situation so long and ardently desired had been abolish­
ed. It was natural that the Uovemor :;honld be from that time an 
object of the most intense lm,tred to the vindictive Brahmin. As yet, 
however, it was necessary to suppress wch feeling~. The time W<t~ 

coming when that loug animosity w<ts to end in a desperate and deadly 
struggle." 

That ~uncomar's ~ol(~ end wa~ 1wr~onal aggraucli~el!H='llt, 

that he wanted to ri:-;e on the ruin of the }Iahonwdan admini~­

tratiou, is evidene(='cl al~o by the proceeding,.:, alreacly <Jnoted, 
of the Select Committee of the 19th July 17(i;). Ha:-;ting,.: 

had now given a cru:<hing blow to hi~ long Gheri~lwJ ambition, 

but, as event,; ~howed, he had only ~eotcltcod the ~nake. 
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NuNCOllfAR : Hrs TRIAL. 

The appointt~lent to which N uncomar aspired, and o£ 
which he ·was baulked, was one which Nubkissen could have 
had for the asking. The document 1 which follows, throws 
light on the circumstances which led to the appointment o£ 
Mahomed Reza Khan. 

AT A SELECT CoMMITTEE HELD THE 19tl; September 1765. 

AT FORT WILLIAM. 

THE RIGHT HoNOURABLE LoRD CLIVE, President. 
J onN CARNAc, Esq. 
HARRY VERESLST, EsQ. 

It appears that thou~h Mahomed Reza Khan is a very pliable 
gentleman, yet we do not very much approve his appointment to the 
post of Naeb Nazim of Bengal. This gentleman has a very large 
amount of passive goodness. But we want that the Naeb Nazim 
should be a very acti ''e man, who would most willingly lend us valuable 
assistance in the improvement of our most lawful trade. 

There is no other m:tn so well· fitted for the post as Babu Ram 
Hari Chatterjee, at present Dewan of our Kasim Bazar Factory .. But 
some wicked people, at the instigation of Maharajah Nun Coomar, have 
sent us a petition objecting to Ram Hari's appointment to this most 
responsible post. The ground of their objection is that Ram Hari is 
not a descendant of an aristocratic family, and that his father was in the 
service of Moonshee N abakissen as a cook at a monthly pay of one 
rupee eight annas. 

We would have tried our best not to believe this false story. 
But unfortunately Nabakissen himself told me that Ram Hari's father 
was his cook on a salary of one Rupee only. Nabakissen is certainly to 
blame fot· unconsciously corroborating a false story, concocted by men 
belonging to Nun Coo mar's party. 

We are therefore compelled to approve and confii·m the appoint­
hlent of Mahomed Reza Khan. 

An appointment to which a son of Nubkissen's cook was 
held eligible was ope which Nubkissen might not only have 

1 Quoted in the Beugali book ou ;\Iaharajah Nanda Coomar by Chandi Oharan Sen, )Jage 226; 
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obtained if he had cared for it, but which he had practically 
at his disposal. Any nominee of his could have obtained it. 
He had no ambition, however, to fill appointments of that 
kind. :Mere emoluments were no attraction to him. His 
interests were political, and mere civil offices, however high, 
were not to his taste, at any rate after he had proved his 
political capacity and ina de his mark in political life. Nun­
comar's ambition wat; wholly different. He was ewr thirst­
ing for high civil employment, for mere self-aggrandize­
ment and not service of the state was his end. Great indeed 
were his indignation and disappointment when the office of 
Naib Subah was aboli~hcd. He planned vengeance against 
'Varren Hastings, and a favourable opportunity arose whl'n 
by the an·iml of the members of the newly appointed Coun­
cil, the power and importance of Hasting;; were reduced. 
The Council came " armed with the most uncompromising 
::;pirit of hostility towards the Government of the Company, 
and towards Hastings in particular." Almost immediately 
after their arrival they ''wrested the government out of the 
hands of Hastings." Nuncomar took advantage of the situa­
tion. His attempt to humiliate and if possible crush Hastings 
has been to :Macaulay a text for a sweeping condemnation 
not merely of Bengalee, but of Indian and even A:,;iatic cha­
racter. His judgment is worth noting :-

"The native~ soon found this out [that is, that the highet· puwet•s of 
government and its most valuable patronage had been taken from 
·warren Hastings]. 'fhey considered him as a fallen man, and they 
acted after their kind. Some of our readers may have seen in 
India, a cloud of ct·ows pecking a sick vulture to death, no 
bad type of what happens in that country as often as fortune 
deserts one who has been great and dreaded. In an instant all 
the sycophant,; who had lately been ready to lie for him, to 
forge fur him, to pander fot· him, to poi~ou for him, hasten to pur·chasc 
the favour of hi>l victo!'iuus enemie~:~ by accusing him. An Indian 

Government has only to let it be understood that it wishes a particular 
man to be ruined, and in twenty-four hours it will be furnished with 
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grave charges, supported by depositions so full and circumstantial, that 
any person unaccustomed to Asiatic mendacity would regard it as 
decisive ...... Hastings was now regarded as helpless. The power to 
make or mar the fortune of every man in Bengal had passed, as it 
seemed, into the hands of the new Councillors. Immediately charges 
against the Governor-9eneral began to pour in." 

This is neither just as opinion nor correct as history. It is a 
generalisation £rom a single instance and is at best a gross ex­
aggeration o£ a defect in some types o£ Indian character. In 
the next place it does not appear that any charges poured in 
against the Governor-General. Indeed no one, certainly no 
Bengalee except Nuncomar, appears to have brought any 
charge against Hastings. It is N uncomar alone that Bengalees 
must thank for such certificates as Macaulay has thought fit 
to give them about their national character, and the only 
wav in which they can vindicate themselves and uphold their 
honour is by disowning the infamous Nuncomar, that is by 
disclaiming all sympathy with him. No Be1igalee approached 
him in cunning or criminality, and none was so ready to be 
a crow pecking a sick vulture to death. 

The-accusation which N uncomar brought against Hastings 
was formulated in a letter addressed to the Governor and 
Council and laid before the Board on the 11th March, 177 5, 
by Francis, into whose hands it had been delivered. It was 
partly in the nature of an insinuation and partly direct. 
Nuncomar related his connection with the Company and re­
counted what he considered to be his services, one of which 
was that he assisted Hastings in prosecuting Mahomed Reza 
Khan and Shitab Roy. Then the accusation begins. Mahomed 
Heza Khan offered 10 lakhs to Hastings and 2 lakhs to Nun·· 
comar, and Shitab Hoy offered 4 lakhs. to Hastings and one 
lakh to Nuncomar. These offers Nnncomar, in all honesty and 
with a noble disinterestedness, reported to Hastings, who not 
wishing that there should· be a witness to his corruption, 
refused them. But .soon after Hastings set Mahomed Reza 
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Khan at liberty and entirely llropt the enquiry into hi~ em­

bezzlements and nu~lpractice~. " vVhy this extraordinary 
fa.-our "\Vas so suddenly shown, the Governor can best as:::ign 

the reasons." Shitab Hoy was rein:=otated in officr. " Motive~ 

of the~e proceedings 'Yill best be under:::tood from ::.\Ir. Ha~­

tings himself." The ingenuous N uncomar could not imagine 
why his pro:::ecution should break down unle~::: the person con­

ducting the inquiry had received an illrgal gratification. Ht> 

was apparently not prepared to say that he had offered con­

vincing evidence against the men lw had prosPcnted, but lw 

made the quiet assumption or sugge~tion that bribery alone 

could account for the result. The <lireet charge come::: next. 

At variou::: time::: in tlw year 1771. Hastings had recein•d the 

:mm o£ three lakhs and fifty-four thousand rupees from N nn­

comar and ::Vlunny Begum for procuring Haja Gooroo Da~s\ 

appointment to thP Niabut and cau:<ing ::\Iunny Begum to lw 

made the superior of the family. 
The letter containing the accusation had been r<>cPived by 

Francis in hi:> home in the course of a visit of X nnconmr':::. 

He profe:::,ed to have not read it before he laid it lwfore the 

Board. M a meeting of the Board on the 1 i3th 1Harch 177 5 
another lritPi' from N uncomar ''"as reeeiwd and read, in ,..,.hich 

he offered to appear before the Boanl to giw hi::; evidence, 

oral and documentary. Ha:-::ting:::':; enemies in Council, Franci:;, 

l\[onson and Clawring, seemed to revel in the opportunity tlm:-; 

offered of humiliating Hastings. They de~ired to :mmmon 
Nuncomar before the Council to give evidence. Ha:::ting::; 

recorded a ::.\Iinute in which he protested against the procedure 

a~ being unconstitutional and inconsistent with his position. It 
is not necessary here to refer in detail to the various passages 

at arms between Hastings and his opponents in Council, and 

it is enough only to state the conclusion. Hasting::< deelared 
the Council dissolYell and prott>sted against act~ of tiH' Council 
during his absence as illegal and unwarranted. He then 

quitted the Council. Barwell also withdrew from the 
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Board. General Clavering took the chair, Nuncomar was 
called in and Rsked to offer his evidence. A careful analysis 
of the evidence is given by Sir James Stephen in his work 
"Nuncomar and Impey." That writer, acknowledged to have 
been one of the greatest authorities on Criminal Law and the 
Law of Evidence, has expressed the opinion that the evidence 
was grossly inadequate to support the charges. 'rhe Board, 
however, came to the conclusion "that the several sums of 
money specified in Maharaja Nuncomar's letter of the 8th 
March have been receiyed by the Governor-General, and that 
the sa;id sums of money do of right belong to the East 
India Company." It was resolved "that the Governor-Gene-· 
ral be requested to pay into the Company's treasury the amount 
of those sums for the Company's use." In accordance 
with the orders of the Board the papers tind proceedings 
were delivered to the Company's Attomey so that he 
might obtain, counsel's opinion as to the means of recover­
ing the sums of money which Hastings had been declared 
liable to pay into the Company:S treasur,r. The law officers 
of the Company in Bengal did not advise any prosecution in 
India, but they advised the Board to send the rec01:~ to the 
Company who might take such legal steps as th\ly !night be 
advised. The subsequent history of the proceedings cannot 
be better described than· in the words of Lord Thurlow: 
"'rhese documents arrived at a time when it certainly was 
the anxious wish of the Minister to take any fair and reason­
able ground he could for the removal of Mr. Hastings. 'l'he 
papers were all submitted to the law officers of the Company, 
who declared that the information of Nundcoomar, even up­
on the ea;parte case before them, could not possibly be true. 
The reasons for that belief were assigned at length. The 
Directors, though a majority of them were very well disposed 
to oblige the Minister, concurred with their law officers, and 
all that rubbish and trash remainedunnoticed froml776 to the 
year 1789, when, as your Lordships know, it 'vas repeatedly 
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nwntioneJ to you by the managt'r" a:< containing proofs 

of tlw corruption of 1\Ir. Ha~ting;:, and it was very properly 

rejectPd by the Court. It was never pretended by the mana­

gers that they had evidPnce to go a sh•p beyond this rejected 
information of N unJcoomar ." 

N uncomar next come~ into notice a;: one of the accused in a 

ehargP of conspiracy again,;t Ha;:tings and Barwell. One Camal­

ud-din made a complaint to Ha,.:tings to the effect that he had 

been forced by Nuneomar and 1\h. Fowkc to :,;ign a petition 

~tating that he had hrilwd Ha,ting,; and Barwell. He wa:< 

r<•fpJT('tl to the Chief .J n>'tice, and tlw .J ntlgt>,;, who Pxerci,.ed 

tlw fnnetion:" of jn>'ticP,; of tlw peat'<', held an inquiry. Therp 

wa,; no prima far·ie ca,;p again:-:t b'mnci" Fowke, who wa:; di,;­

chargPtl. Ha,;ting:<, Barwell and Yansittart were ask<•d if 

they intended to prosecute .Joseph Fowk(', Nnncomar and 

Radha Churn for conspiracy. They declared their intention 

to prosecute. At the se,;sion, Nuncomat· and Fowke were 

convictt•d on the charge of conspiracy against Barwell alone. 

Fowk(' was fined fifty rupees. Xo sentence was passed on 

~uncomar, because h(' was in jail awaiting the extreme penal­

ty of the law for hi:< memorable conviction on a charge of 

forgery. 
I£ it is nece~;:;ary to refer to th<> 'trial for forgery, it is 

becau,.:p ~ ubki:;:<en ga Ye erit!f'nce in it. The popular notion 

with regard to that trial ha,.., for a long time, been that it was a 

vindictive prosecution abetted, if not ,.;tarted, by Hastings, and 

that Impey, acting as his tool, cmlYictPd Nuncomar, or rather 

secured his conviction by the unfair atlmi,..,-ion and rejection 

of evidence and by mi,.;directions to the jury. It is neces,;ary 

to remember, however, that the prosecution arose out of a 

civil case which had been instituted in the Diwani Adalut or 

Civil Court of Calcutta about two years before Sir Elijah Im­

pey and the other ,Judges of the Supreme Court arrived in 

Calcutta ; that wh<>n criminal proc<>eding;: were fir,-t institu­

ted the complaint was enquired into by two Judges of the 
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Supreme Court (not including Impey) acting as justices of the 
peace before the case was committed t? the sessions presided 
over by Sir Elijah Impey ; and the trial was held not only 
before him, but. before him and the other Judges of the 
Supreme Court. 

The facts of the case are briefly as follows. The ch·il 
suit just refened to had been instituted against N uncomar 
by Gungabissen, the executor of Bollakey Doss, a banker. 
It had in fact been instituted eadicr in the Judicial Cutcherry 
and was transfet-red to the Dewani Adalut on its establish­
ment in 1772. A sum of m;er a lakh and a quarter was 
claimed as "due to the estate for Co1;1pany's bonds." Nnn­
comar denied the claim, alleging that after adjustment of ac­
counts, there was a small balance in his favom. The account 
set up had been signed- by the plaintiff and his attorney, 
l\fohun Pershad, but they denied that it was an account with 
Nuncomar. In the course of the defence, Nuncomar set up 
three bonds alleged to have been executed in his favour 
by Bollakey Dass, upon the strength of which Nuncomar 
claimed to retain the Company's bonds. The court re­
commended arbitration for several reasons. Nuncomar at 
first raised a difficulty, but afterwards consented. The 
parties, however, could not agree about arbitrators, and 
whilst matters were in this suspense, the Supreme Court of 
Judicature arrived in Bengal (October 19, 1774). The plaintiff, 
who believed the bonds to . be fictitious, was advised by his 
client to institute a criminal prosecution for forgery against 
Nuncomar, now that a competent and independent Court was 
available. No proceedings could be instituted, however, before 
the plaintiff could get access to the original papers which 
were not obtained till after many applications had been made 
from time to time. On the 6th of May 177 5 Nuncomar was 
brought before Le 1\f.aistre and Hyde and was committed 
to the common gaol to be tried on a charge of felonious­
!~· uttering a forged writing obligatory with intent to 
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<lefraud the executor~ of Bollak(•y Do,.~. Tho~P ,J udgP~ in 

a letter to the Court of Direc-tor,., Augu:-;t t, I i7 5, ~ay : 

'' When the charge of tlw forgery wa" <·xhibit(•d again:;t tlw 
Maharaja ~ uncomar, :\I r. ,J u,.;tict> Lt> }fai~tr<> ha pp<>nP<l to 

be the sitting magi;:tratP. HP re<!Ue~ted tlw a~~i~tance of 

Mr. Ju~tice Hyde, who attemled with him the wholt• tlay upon 

the examination, which lasted from ninP in the morning till 

near ten at night ; when, no doubt of his guilt remaining in. 
the hea1•t of eitha of us, upon the <'Yitlence on thP part 

of tlw ( ~rown, a commitment in thf' n~na 1 form wa~ mad<' 

out." 

"The importance of thc•:-;e dt'taib," says Sir ,J. F. Rtephen, 

"lies in the fact that they :>how that whatPwr connrction 

Ha:<tings and Impey, or PithPr of thPm, may hav<> had with 

the pro~ecution of X uncomar, it originatt'd in the u:<ual way. 

There hacl h<.•en a 1itigati.on of long "tan<ling, in which an im­

putation of forgery had lwen cast upon Xuncomar. His an­

tagonist deeitlPd to prosPcute him criminally, and t1·ied to do 

so many month~ before the SuprPlllP ( :ourt was Pt>tablished, 

but was unabiP at that time to gt>t tlw neces~ary material:<. 

'Yhen the Supreme ( 'ourt wa~ ellta bli~heu the~P effort;; 

werP rt'nPwed, and succeeded ; and a~ ~oon a~ the forged 

document wa~ ohtaint'd, ~ uncomar wa,; brought bt>fore 

tht1 magi~trate~ and committed for trial in the ordinary 

CO Uri;<:'. 
,. 

The pmpose,; o£ thi~ book do not require a more elaho­

mte statement of thP fact~ of the ca"'e. The mo;;t complete 

and the mo:;t searching and systematie aecount of the case 

and o£ all facts connf'cted with it is to be found in Sir J. F. 

Steplwn',; work, to which it i,; impo~::-iblP for any writer 

on this chaptt'r of Indian Hi,;tory to aYoid incurring n 
very large obligation. There is no occa,;ion here to discu;;s 

the merits o£ the case or the impartiality of the tri­

bunal. It is sufficient to consider the eYidence giwn by 
Nubkissen. 
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The following i~ an Pxtmct from a pnhli~hed anthentic 
report of the tria P :-

RA.TAH N onKrss~;x. 
Q.-Do you know whose se1tl this is? (Paper produced.] _ 

A.-The name npon the ~eal is :Mal1a Rajah Nundocomar. Tt 
appeat·s to_ bP his seal 1 I cannot tell who fixed it 

The papPr of which the following is a translatP rPad by M t\ Elliot. 

I NUNDOOMAR I 
BAHADt.TR, 

::\IAHA JlA.TAH. 

Formel'ly the jewels belonging to me were deposited with Seat 
Bollakee Doss. In the Bengal year, 1172, he gave me a bond as the 

value thereof, for the sum of rupees forty-eight thousand and twenty­

one, and a premium. I having delivered over the said bond to Gunga­
bissen, who is the nephew and manager of the business of the afore· 
said Seat, he paid all together the sum of current rupees sixty-nine 
thousand six hundred and thirty, in bonds of the English Company, 
which is the amount of my demand, as pt·incipal, premium and batta. 

lrl•1:tten on the fmli'thof "lJau,qll, 1:n tl1e Ben,qal· ,?;erl'l' 1176. 

Cmn•t.-Is the affixing a sPa I, the mannc•r in this country of authen­

ticating paper~ ! 
_.1.-There are three sorts of customs in this country. Fh·.9t, for 

many matters, merchants among themselves sign and witnPs~, but do 
uot seal; that is, the Bengal and Calcutta merchants. 

Second.--Among l'llogul ::\Iussnlmen, who know no character 
but Persian, they write Alaubd, and set their seak 

7'/drd.-Gorernment affairs pass by seal, without sign manual of 

any kind. 
Q. 1s the application of a seal sufficient to such a paper as that? 

[Shewn receipt letter F. J 
A. As one might know N:tgree, and the other Persian and Ben­

gali, such a seal might be sufficient. This papet' being only a receipt, 
a seal is sufficient. The word Alaubd is not needful in this casP. 

(/. Is it necpssa.ry that such a writing as this be confirmed by 

witness? 

1 Tlw Trial '!I' 1llaha R1~jalt Xnndoi'OIIIur, Balwdur, Fo1' Forgn·!l· 

Published by Authority oi' the Supremf' Court of ,Jntlicnture in Bt>ngal. London, 

Printed forT. Caclf'll, in the Strand. l77G. P. 27. 
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A. It is not necessary. [Translate of a bond exhibit A read. J 
The prisoner desired he might ask Rajah Nobkissen a question. 
Court.-Let him consult his Counsel before he ask the question. 

[The question being overheard by Nohkissen, he said, "Maha Raja 
Nundocomar had better not ask me that question." Upon which 
Nundocomar declined asking the question.] · 

Court to Jgry.-You must receive no prejudice from this; you 
must forget the conversation, and judge only by the evidence at the bar. 

[The Jury said they would only judge by the evidence.] 
Q. How long did you know before his death 1 
A. I believe, three or four years, when Lord Clive was Governor. 
Q. What was Bollakey Doss's business 1 
A. He was not then in any business in Calcutta. 
Q. Was you intimate with him 1 
A. I was very well acquainted with him. 
Q. What was his general character ? 
A. A very honest man. 
Q. Did you know Pudmohun Doss? 
A. I did. 
(~. Do you know anything of Bollakey Doss's circumstances! 
A. He was reckoned a monied man. 
Q. Are you acquainted with Bollakey Doss's manner of executing 

bonds? 
A.- I know nothing about it. 

Again : 1 Rajah Nobkissen. 
Q.-Did you know Sillabut 1 
A.-Yes; he was a Vakeel and Munshy of Bollakey Doss. 
Q.-Are you acquainted with his handwriting? 
A.-I am ; I have seen him write many times. 

[Bond shewn him. ] 
Q.-Is this the lmndwriting of Sillabut 1 
A.-The words "Sillabut, Vakeel of Bollakey Doss,'' are not of 

his handwriting ; it is not his common writing : I have seen several 
papers of his handwriting. 

Q.-Can you take upon you to swear it is not his handwriting? 
A.-Sillabut wrote several letters to me and Lord Clive, and ha:s 

wrote several things before me : this is not the kind of writing 
I have seen him write; but God knows whether it is his handwriting 
or not. 

1 Idem, Pp. 30, 31. 
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Q.-What is your opinion about it? 
A.-The prisoner is a Brahmin; I a~1 a Coit; it may hurt my reli­

gion ; it is not a trifling inatter ; the life of a Brahmin is at stake. 
Q.-Do J'O!T, ot· do you not, think this the handwriting of Silla­

but ~ Remember, you are upon your oath, to tell the ti·uth, and the. 
whole truth. "' 

A.-I cannot. tell what is upon my mind on this occasion about it. 
Q.-Why not? 
A.-This concerns the life of a Brahmin. I don't chose to say what 

is in my mind about it. 
Q.-Did Sillabut write a better; or worse, hand than this? 
A.-The letters on this paper are well formed: those of Sillabut 

are not badly formed, but are not so good as these. 
The papers are shewn him which were shewn to the former 

witness, for the purpose of selecting those which were the hand­
writing of Sillabut : he immediately fixes on the three papers before 
proved to be the handwriting of Sillabut. 

TVitness.-These three are the handwriting of Sillabut; I can 
find no other papers of his writing among these. 

Q.-Did you ever see these paperf:i before? 
A.-Never in my life : I never was in such a cause : I would 

rather lose a great sum of money than be in such a cause. 

That is all the evidence that Nubkissen gave in the case, 
and it might have be,en left to sp.eak for itself i£ it had not 
been yery much misunderstood an~l misrepresented. Sir 
Elijah Impey in his charge to the jury refers to it in the 
following terms :-

"R'Ljah Nobkissen, on the paper beiug shewn him, swore _posi­
tively, that it was not the handwritiug of Sillabut; but afterwards 
retracted the positiveness of his opinion: but the circumstance of his 
immediate fixing on the three papers, which were before proved to be 
of Sillahut's writing, is a stronger proof of the knowledge of l{is 
handwriting, than any positive oath. I must again caution y~u 
against receiving any impression unfavourable-to the prisoper, frJm 
the hesitation and doubts or exclamations of this witness, or fr!m 
any otheP circumstances except what he actually deposed to.'' 

This is an acknowledgment that, in spite of his hesitati~n, 
doubts and exclamations, the evidence giyen by Nubkissen 
was absolutely true, judged by a yery practical test. There 
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wa;: no attrmpt at croi<s-rxamining him. Rir ,Janws 8tephen'~ 

comment on hi~ eYidence i,;:-- " Both the reluctance and tht< 

obyions conYiction with \vhich he ,;poke are Yet·y remarkable." 1 

In another pa;:sage that writer ha" occasion to reft>r to 

Xubkis>:f\n\ " rt>luctaneP to giYe PYidencP on Kuncomar's 

trial." 2 

The relnctancr i;.; cnpable of being under;:tood in two 

\Ynys, either a,: an artful mt>an;: of t>x:pre""ing the nwy thing 

which it appeared to ~npprPs;:, or a,; a g:Pnuine unwillingness 

to ;.;ny a thing which "·onld Pndanger a Brahmin'" life. 

Rules of charity nnd common ,;('!be alikP tt>ll us to presunw 

an honorahle purpose in preference to a penerse one whl're 

both nre eyually possible. Apnrt from all principles of pre­

sumption, however, there are certain facts to he borne in 

mind in connection \Yith ~uhki;.;iJpn',.; eYidence. The truth of 

it is indi,;puta hle. Hi,- hesitation cannot therefore be regard­

ed as the preYaricntion of a pPrwr;:f' witnes;; who concenls 

his ignornncE' of a fact by an,;wE'I'" thnt ;:imulate knowledgr1 

who in ,;pitE' of hi;: ignorancP i,; hf'nt on l'Uining n pri~on!'l' 

by lllE'I'P ,;uggp;.;tion,; of guilt, but who dares not make posi­

tiw affirmation~ for ff'ar of exposing: hi~ mendncity. Nub­

ki~;;en "howE'<l thnt ht> rPally did know Rillabut'~ handwriting, 

and '"as ;;ati;;fied in hi~ own mind that the signatur<> shown 

to him on the bond wn;; not in ~illahut's hnndwrit~ng. Xo 

cro~,;-examination could haYe di~creditt>d his eYidence. If 
he ~till hesitatrd, it i,; clf'ar that it wn;; a /JOnft-jide hE'sitation. 

It can nHer be pretE'nded thnt lw knew nothing of the 

matter on which he wa~ ealled upon to giw eYidence, 

ot· that he knew tllP rewrse of what he chose to say, and 

that out of spite ngnin"t the prisoner or to help the pro­

secution, he, by his hE'sitation, merely put on a knowing 

a:-;pret. "'hat he did know was ngninst the pri~oner, and there 

was nothing to preYPnt his saying it outright, ~aying it with 

1lYu.11t'omar and Impl'!f. Vol I• p. 120. 

"Idem. Yol. II, p. 287. Foot•note, 
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eagerness, and :-aying it with empha[Sis, exaggeration and or­
nament, if his purpose was to help the prosecution and dam- ' 
age the defence. The hesitation rva.~ displayed in a Court of 
Law and not in a drawing-room. Nubkissen was giving evi­
dence and not coquetting with a friend. Why then was he 
so mode:st, so s'veetly reluctant, so importunate not to be press­
ed ? Obviously he was indulging in no affectation, but was 
sincerely unwilling to bear evidence against a Brahmin 
whom he always regarded with kindly feelings and whose 
life was now at stake. 

The trial commenc~d on the 8th of June and lasted for 
5even consecutive days. The jury returned a unanimous. 
verdict of guilt;r. 

A motion in arre:;t of judgment was made by the prisoner's 

c~unsel, Mr. Farrer, and rejected. The Court pronounced 
the sentence of death. A petition for leave to appeal waf? 
rejected. A petition to the Judges, to which the signatures 
of the Jury ·were sought to be obtained, praying for a respite, 
had t{) be abandoned, becau~e only one juryman consented to 
sign it. N uncomar prepared a petition to be presented to the 
Governor-General in Council. Before submitting it he w1:ote 
q letter to Francis earnestly soliciting his inten-ention. I1i 
the course of the letter he wrote :-

" All my hopes under God Almighty is in you, therefore mdst 
humbly entreat, in the name of God, you will be pleased to interceae 
for me and procure a respite till His :Most Gracious M11jesty's pleasJre 
is known...... As I entirely rely on Your Worship's endeavour to do be 
all the good you can, I shall not, according to the opinion of the 
Hindoos, accuse you in the day of judgment of neglecting to assist me 
in the extremity I am now in.'' 1 

Sir James Stephen reprints the letter,dated the oht Julv, 
1775. from 1\tierivale'e .Li+e of· P1'ancis. Francis acted as l\ft-. J.' • I 
caulav's Bengalee would have done. As Sir J. Stephen 
rema:ks :-- . I 

"There is an ominous tone in the concluding words which _must 
at least have given Francie an uneasy twinge in afte1' life, when he 
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thought, if he ever did think, that earnestly and unsuccessfully a~ 

be had laboured for years to wreak his deadly malice on Hastings 
and Impey, he had left ::Nnncomar to die when he could have saved 
him with a word, and was as false and treacherous to his friend as 
he was persistent in his malignity against his enemies." 

The prayer of ~uncomar's petition to the Governor­

General wa:-; "to interceLle with the J udgcs on your petition­
er':; behalf for a respite on such conditions as might he 

thought proper." Hastings suggested that the Council 

~Iwuld endorse the petition to the Court. General Claver­

ing and Colonel ::\Jonson opposed the itlea, and the math'r 
was dropped. This contemptuous rejection by the majority 

of the Council, of X uncomar' :' petition to them, forms th(• 

subject of some strong but well-de~erved remarks by Sir 
James Stephen :-"On the bt of August 1775," writes he, 

"they had it in their po>ver to t<aYe Nuncomar's life hy 

simply voting in their capacity of a majority of the Council, 
to send to the judge::;, in the name of the Governor-General 

and Council, the lPtter which Farrer had drawn ...... If at that 
time they really did believe that he wa~ an innocent man, on 

the point of being judicially nmrdered, they made themselve~, 

uy their conduct, accomplices in the lllUl'der which they be­

lieved to be in the course of bt'ing committed." 

('lavering, ::\1:on::;on aml Franci~ \H'l'e cnwlly indifferent. 

The petition wa:> not sent on to the Judge~ ; no respite 
wa" granted ; and on the 5th of August 17 7.5 ~ uncomar ·wa:< 
hanged. The extreme severity of the :;entence has made 

~uncomar, and will probably continue to make him, an object 

of general ::;ympathy. It is impo::;sible not to agree with 

~1:acauluy. A sentence falling short of the capital would 

have commanded univer~al approml, for not only was there 
no doubt o£ ~ uncomar's guilt in tlw ca,.;e in which he was con­
victed, Lut no mau could he iu wor,;t• reputP than he was a,: 

to his general character aJlll behaviour. It would seem that 
in spite o£ this severity o£ the i>entencl', the conviction wa, 
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regarded with approval by various classes of people. In' the 
course of July four addresses \vere presented to the Judges 
approving of their conduct. The first was addressed by the 
grand jury to Impey personally; the second was also addressed • 
to Impey personally by Europeans calling themselves" the free 
merchants, free mariners, and other inhabitants of the town 
of Calcutta ;" the third was signed by forty-three Armenians 
and addressed to all the Judges ; and the fourth was signed by 
about a hundred leading natives of Calcutta and the neigh­
bom·hood, headed by Maharaja Nubkissen. The last address 
states that the King of England has formed a new law ; that 
their " hearts were filled with various doubts concerning the 
manner in which the new law would operate, but by the manner 
in which 'it had been administered these doubts had been re­
nl.oved, and ~confidence and joy sprang up in our hearts, and 
we are thoroughly convinced that the country will prosper, 
the bad be punished an<:l the good be cherished." It was not 
t~1e influence of the Court ·which elicited this address of the 
native citizens, for it was over-shadowed by the ilifluence of 
the Council. The address rather gave strength to a Court 
lacking influence. With reference ~o it Impey wrote :-

"The address from the Hindoos I thought no ingenuity could 
divert from proving the sense of the natives in this town, but it seems 
it is signed by black banyans. Every gentleman wh~ has been in 
Calcutta will inform your lordship th~t there is scarcely one Hindoo in 
the settlement except the banyans of General Clavering, Colonel Mon­
son anq Mr. Francis, and one named Cossinant, who has not sub­
scribed to that paptl4~,_ Cossinant was one of the first that proposed the 
address ; he had afterwards a dispute with the Governor-General and 
Council about some allowance on account of a farm as will appear on 
the records of the Council, and declined signing the address." 

It would thus appear that public opinion, European as 
\Yell as native, \vas expressed in an unmistakable way in the 
nature of a vote o£. confidence in the Court. It is verv 

' " 
likely that the masses of the Hindoo population were espe-
cially shocked by the hanging of a conspicuous Brahmin, but 
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it ~Prm~ to l,e ch•ar that all citizen~. in whom the ~en;,c o£ 

legal ju~tice preYaile!l oYer other ~entiment~ mHl who had in­

tf'lligf'ntly follo\wd the conr.~e of the triaL lo.Yally accepted a 

re~ult "·hich. if lamentable, th(' Ia"· renden••. ineYitahle. 

Thu~ do~ed a care('r to "·hich tlw ,-caffol•l ha~ hc•Pn a rPal 

eleYation. If Xuncomar i~ an ohject of ":"llll'athy to any cia~~ 
of men, it it' heeau~e he wa~ hanged. And "carc('ly ha~ a 

criminal been more fortunate. He hrought charge~ again:::t 

:;\Iahomed Heza Khan. and though that otiicer had to be 

acquitted hecau~e the eharge:-: \Wr£:' ]•roYe•l to he fahe, :;:u::;­

piciou~ men looked npon the rP"nlt a~ proof 110~ith·e of tlw 
corruption of Ha~ting,.. He brought charge:< of corruption 

again:<t Ha;.:ting:-:, bnt though tlw eYidenee in ~npport of them 

'"a"' of the f('c•l,l<:',-t. and eomrwtl'nt judge" t•J-tlay look upon 

them a~ wholly unfounded. Ha:-:ting~ ha" heen pre:-;nmed 

to haye, with a natural malic<=', in,-tigattd aml :;:ecretl;· 

managed the pro~eeution of hi" antagoni~t and accu::'er. 

The l'hief .Ju~tice of the l'onrt '"hieh tried him ha::; rwen 

roundly eharged with unfairne~~ on mere :-:u~picion for no 

other rea~on than that he wa:-: a friend of Ha;o;ting::;. :Sun­

comar with indi~criminate :-<pite thrt·\\· mml at many, and 

:-:ometlting- of it ha;,; ~tuck to each. For hi n:-:df he po~ed a,: 

an injured innocent, and the mere e!lJ['ha"i" and per"i~tency 

of hi,; prote~tation:; haw in the eyt'" of a good many inw~ted 

hi~ ~torie~ with an air of truthfulne~~. \\'hvn.lto\Yewr, he i;; 

judged a~ he ,m,., and not a~ he or hi~ ~t·ntimental champion" 

have made him out to l,e, hl' cannot but cowe to be recognis­

ed a;; a monumental Yillain, compared to who n Cethegn" wa:; a 

simple citizen and Titus Oate:; a man of hontJur. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

LAs:r DAYS oF PuBLIC Lr:FE-SEzAwnsmP. 

~ UBKIS::iEN had long been in possession of tho Talook of 
Hichapnr (>nitten also Etchapur, Itchapur or Hitchapur). 
On the Jth o£ January 1774, the President laid before thl' 
Board 2±3 gold coins which were delivered to him by Nub­

kissen as a Royalty, haYing been found in that talook. It 
was ordered that they should he delivered to the Treasury of 

the Khaba, re;;erYing ~uch as had the fairest impression to be 

sent home to the Court of Directors as they seemed to be 

very ancient and euriom. 

In the ~ame year Nubkis:oen offered Rs. 500 for the farm 

of: the Soubah Ba;wr to be contin1.10d to him in peTpetuity. 
He solicited the n~nal :"<mad. Its jumma in the previous 

I., ~ Th b ' t. . h R · ' year wa:o :\~. t;JO. e ar,ar's con rgmty to t e aJa's 

dwelling home made him desirous of the grant, bnt it had 
been the custom to let the bar,ars of Calcutta for one year 

only at the .commencement of each year. The Haja's pro­

posal for farming the Sou bah Bar,ar "in perpetuity was accept­

ed. Next year one Haghu Nath Mitter "·anted to establish 
a rival har,ar on hi~ own ground m~joining Soubah Bar,ar. 

~ubkissen made a complaint. Haghu Nath 1VIitter's attempt 

was foiled. He had obtained 110 :"anad ltrom the President, 
and it wa~ contrary a~ well to the general regulation~ as to 
the custom of the country that a bar,ar, -hat, or ganj :;h~uld 
be e~tabli,;hed without ~uch a smad. Nubkissen's petition 
and the order~ passed thereon are in,;erted below. 

EJ:tract of t!te Proceedings at a Committee of Revemte, lwld at Port 
• William, the 7th December 1775. 

Rectd the following Arzee from Nctbokishen :-
I beg leave to represent that Rughu Nath Miter 

being evil di~posed towards me wants to ruin Souhah 
Bazar and to establish a new bazar on his own ground 
adjoining to the other. I have been farmer fot· a long 
time and am possessed of a sannad in perpetuity. If 
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you will please to take the matter into consideration, you will find no­
thing but viciousness and erroneous conduct in Rugoo Mitre. Some 
time ago Ram Behary Seet whose land is near the hazar applied to the 
Superintendent of the Calsa for leave to establish a ba?.ar on his own 
ground. It was not granted to him. The then Supet·intendent is 
now in Calcutta. There are many persons possessed of ground here­
abouts. Should Rogonat succeed, all these persons will on the same 
principle apply. I therefore request that you will reprove Rugoo 
11Iitre and order him to lay aside his project. 

The President's information thereon :-
Nubkissen Maharajah made to me a regular con1plaint against 

Rugoo Mitre, before he preferred it to the Board, my interference 
alone having been found insufficient. On the receipt of it, knowing the 
erection of a hazar was contrary to the established custom of the 
country nntil a sannad should first be obtained from Government to 
authorise it, I sent for Ragoo Mitre and enquired the truth of the 
circumstance which he confirming and promising to destroy it if I 
thought proper to direct it, I gave him a verbal order to put it down 
immediately; as he did not comply with this, N ubkissen preferred to 
the Board this representation. 

SENTIMENTS OF THE CmEVIITTEE. 

It is particularly forbid by the General Regulations, and is con­
tmry to the custom of the country that any person shall establish 
bazars, hants, or gunjes without sannads from the President, and it 
seems from the vicinity of the situations of the Sobah Bazar and 
Rugoo Mitre's house that no bazar can be established there without 
prejudice to the grant lately made by the Government to Nobkissen. 

Agreed therefore that Rugoo Mitre be obliged to enter into a 
l\Iochalaca to destroy the bazar he has erected and desitit from such 
undertaking for the future, and ordered hem· his vakeel do ttttend at 
the next meeting. 

Rvtmct jr01n the Proceedings at a Committee of Hevemw, held at Port 
William, tlw 8th JamW1'!J 1 Ti6. 

The vakeel of Rugoo :Metre attends the Committee, being 
'asked, if he has any sunnad for establishing a bazar, replied he has 
not ; he is then made acquainted with the Committee's Resolution of 
the 7th ultimo and directed to give a Machalaka that he will not esta­
blish a hazar without previously obtaining a sannad from Government. 

In 1777 a question arose as to the preci:-e limit~ and con­
tents of the Yillage or mahal grantell to the llaja. In the 
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sanad, it is worthy of note, Nubkissen is described as 'the 
high and powerful J\faharaja Nobkissen Bahadre.' In a pe­
tition, which was considered in December 1777, N ubkissen 
stated that he had not been put in possession of Ram Bazar, 
Soubah Bazar, Charles Bazar, Raje Bazar and the sayer of 

Bang Bazar. An inquiry was made and it was found that 
the land-rents of Ham Bar.ar, Soubah Bazar, Charles Bazar, 
and Raje Bazar were included in the mahal of Sootanutty. 
It was decided, ho>vever, that the jumma of Ram Bazar and 
Raje Bazar wa,; to be deducted from the.malguzarry to be 
paid by Raja N ubkis~en as those grants were still to be helll 
by Cossinaut [Kashi N ath] and Rauje Bullub [Haj Bullubh J 
1'espectively. The following are the origiJ?.al papers. 

Ordered that the Resolution be also transmitted to the Khalsa 
with orders to the Superintendent to conform to it. 

AT A COU:SCIL (REVENUE DEPARTMENT), necember 16tll, 1777. 
Ordered that the Secretary do apply to the Secretary to the Calcutta 

Committee to know whether the A umildary Perwannah has been deli­
vered to Condrop Dass for the farm of part of the Hidgelee Districts, 
if Rajah Nobkissen has been put in possession of the lands ordered 
him by the Board, and if he has received tlre Aumildary Perwannah. 
Iil case the Perwannah have not been delivered to Condrop Dass and 
Rajah Nobkissen, that he will immediately order them to be drawn out, 
so that they may be laid before the Board before they break up. ~ 

AT A CouxciL (REVRNUE DEPARTMENT), necember l9tll, 1777. 
Read the following Petition from Rajah Nobkissen, delivered 

in by the Governor-General, together with a Note from 
the President of the Calcutta.Committee. 

Translation of a Petition from Rajah Nobkissen. , 
The Council having been graciously pleased to approve of my 

request, the gentlemen of the Committee yesterday (the 17th day 
of December) granted me an order of possession under ~nglish signa­
tures and the seal of the Company. Ram Bazar, Soubah Bazar, Charles 
Bazar, Raje Bazar, which have from of old been under Sootalutty 
and yield a revenue of about two thousand rupees, as also the sayer 
of Baug Bazar, which is at present desolate and pays no jurnma, l1ave· 
not, however, been included 'in the above order ; and I have to pray 
therefore that orders may be given to the Committee to put me in 
possession of these muhals agreeable to .the terms of my request. 
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X OTE FROM 1IR. HoLME. 
To THE Hos'BLE 'V ARRES HASTIXGs, EsQ., 

HoN'BLE Sm, 
Governor-Generctl. 

Upon inquiry I find Lhat the land rents of Ram Ba;~ar, Soobah 
Ba;,:;w, Charles Bazar, and Raje Bazar (being a gunge granted to 
Rajah llituje Bullub) are included undet• the Mahal of Sootanooty. 

Annual Revenue : 
Rs. 
500 ... Soobah Bazat·, held by sunnad to Nobkissen. 
700 ... Ham Bazar, do. do. Cossinaut. 
850 (1184) . .. Charles Bazar, farmed out annually by ·the 

Company. 
l!jQ ... Raje Bazar, held Ly sunned to Rauje Bullub. 

I understand from Xohkissen th<tt he wants to have the fixed 
rents of the three bazars held by sunnad as above to be paid to him, 
the sunnads to continue as heretofore. Also that the jumma of Charles 
Bazar Rhould be comprised in his grant. 

19tA December 1 Til. 

I am, with respect, etc., 
(Signed) J. HoL~IE. 

Agreed that the c~~.lcutta Committee of Revenue he written 
to as follows :-

To ~IR. JoHx HoLME, President, cf;c., Provi1wial Council Jt' Re· 
VM!te at Calcutta. 

GENTLEMI•;X, 
As we understand that Ram Ba;,:ar· and Raje Bazat· are in· 

eluded in the mahl of Sootanutty, lately granted to Rajah 
:Nobkissen, we direct that you deduct the amount of their jumma 
from th~ malgazarry to be paid by Rajah Nohkissen, as these grants 
must still be held by Rajah Raje Bullub and Cossinaut, who have 
sunnuds for them, and who must pay the rent of them direct to 

• Govenrment. 
,y e are, etc. 

FoR'l.' W lLLIAM, 
The 19tlt 1Jecembe1· 1777. 

In the list of amilnmnas laid before the Committee on the 
23rd October 1777, by the President, ~ubki:-;sen is described 
as Zemindar of Hunehapore. And in a list of perwanas to the 

talookdars of the Zilla Calcutta, laid before the Uommittee 
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on· 24th October 1777, Nuhkis;;en i;; Jllfintioned n;; tnlookdnr 

of villnge Mahinderpore. 
In 1778 there wet·e fl-esh attempts 'to ~et up a rival hat 

in Sootanutty. They were made by an influential gentleman, 

~{adan Dutt, and a companttively in;;ignificant person, .Jug­
mohun Sooree, hut these attempt;; also failed. The original 

paper;; in thi;; case are rather long and they mav be left to 
;;peak for them;;:elve;;, -

Petit1:on. 

6th Nove;nbe1• 1778. 

To THE Ho~'BLJ<~ "\VARREN HASTINGS, Esq., 

Govemor-Generql, &c., JfembuB of the Hon'ble tiLe 8uprenUJ Council 

of Fo1·t W??liam. 

The Humble J:>etition of Rajah 
Nabo Krishna, Calcutta Inhabitant. 

MosT HuMBLY SnEWETH :-

That in the Village of Sootalutty Haut and Bazar there was for­
merly a Moorish Idgah (a place where the Moot·men in general, in­
habitants of this st>ttlement, used to go to worship every year) one 
:Madan Dutt of Calcutta by some means or other possessed himself 
of the said Idgah without h1wing obtained any pattahs from the' 
Collector's office for that place ot· paying any attention to the Laws 
of Mahomed. The said -;t.{adun Dutt with a view to his own emo­
luments have erected on this spot of ground a new hazar without 
authority which hazar greatly injured the rents of your Petition­
er's bar,ar and haut of Sootanlooty. Your Petitioner finding himself 
thus injured complained to the Calcutta Committee, who were 
pleased to order an ammin and four peons with a parwannah to de; 
stroy the said new hazar. But the said Madan Dutt and his people 
paid no attention either to the parwannah or the ammin and peons 
but beat and drove them away. Since which he the said Madan :Putt 
established 011 the same spot a new haut which greatly prejudiceu the 
Malgur,arry of Soot1tnlooty hauts and hazar, the rents of wliich 
formerly amounted to the sum of 3,350 rupees as will appear by t-he 
Collector's books :-

Also the Subah· Bazar in the Distl'icts at Sootanlooty belong to 
the Talookdary of your petitioner; your Petitioner having had the 
Subah Bazar sunnud from the Government granted him a long time 
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ago in perpetuity. Now one J uggomohan Sooree, finding Madan 
Dutt had taken such steps of erecting bazar and hauts of his own with 
impnnity, raised a body of sepoys with firelocks and bayonets and 
by force of arms erected a hazar in thP main road, which iR also undrr 
your petitioner's talook and in his golah barry by which yonr Peti­
tioner is greatly prejudiced and sustains heavy losses. 

Your Petitioner has heard that it has been represented to the 
C:mncil by the hazar people that he has made uncustom:try collections 
from them. This is utterly void of truth, as will appear from the caboo­
liets of the people to whom he rented the tobacco and betel leaf mahals, 
and if on enquiry it should appear that he haR received anything 
beyond what has been usually paid for the three years prior to the 
date of his grant, your Petitioner is ready to forfeit three times the 
value agreeably to the tenor of his sunnnd. The shop-keepers and 
hazar people are poor ignorant men who know not how to write, and 
the petition given in their names is well known to have been fabri­
cated by Madan Dutt from motives of enmity to your Petitioner, 
thereby hoping to avail himself of necessary time for enquiry into this 
circumstance to establish his own hazar and hauts. The hazar people 
and shop-keepers request permission to erect a new haut and hazar; 
this has never hitherto been permitted to the prejudice of the 
established ones. If they were dissati~fied with coming to your Peti­
tioner's hazar, they ought to go to other est•blished bazat·s, in which 
case your Petitioner could make no objection. 

Your Petitioner therefore now humbly requests that the Hon'ble 
Board will be pleased to depute an ammin to the said old haut and 
hazar of Sootanlooty to examine the shop-keepers and hazar peoples 
on oath, when should it be found that he has over collected anything 
he is willing to repay it three times. Your Petitioner further requests 
that people on the part of Government may be sent to destroy the hazar 
and hauts newly erected by Madan Dutt and J nggomohan Sooree as 
likewise that Negabans may be stationed to prevent the re-establish­
ment of this hazar and hauts, as also to pr·event any further disputes. 

And your Petitioner as in duty bound 
shall ever pray, &c. 

P.S.-The gentlemen of the Committee having on a former occH-­
sion defined and assisted the rights of Government, it way not UP 
improper to annex to my representation, the formal decree on which 
the prayer of my Petition is grounded to shew the equity of such 
prayer and that I am warranted in making it by the usage of the 
country repeatedly and formally dechrecl by Goverument. 
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P:RocEEDI:<Gs. 

To MR. JoHN EvELYN, 

' Acting P1•esident, &c., Meilt"ben of the Calc1ttta CfJmJnittee of Revenue .. 

GENTLEMEN, ~ 

Enclosed we transmit you the copyof a petition' which has been 
presented to us in behalf of Rajah Nobkissen. 

We desire you will refer to our former orders on this stibject, and 
we recommend it to you, if you have not already decided upon that 
reference, to summon Madan Dutt to shew cause why you shall not 
proceed to the abolition of the bazars erected by him, and if he can 
produce no authority for them, they must be abolished. 

FoRT WILLIAM, 

'!'he 6tl~ Novmnbm· 1778. 

To MR. EnwARD GoLDING, 

We are, &c., 
(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 

(Sd.) P. FRANCIS. 

(Sd.) Jl':mv. WHELER. 

P1·esident, &c., P1·ovinoial Council jo1· tlw Div1.·.~ion of Calcutta. 

GENTLEMEN, 

We have received your letter of the 16th ultimo, accompanying 
your proceeding!> on the subject of the complaints of Rajah Nobkisseu 
against Madan Dutt. 

\Ve have in consequence resolved to abolish the bazar erected 
by Madan Dut~ and we have issued our instructions for ~his purpose 
to the Superintendent of the Khalsa Records. 

FoRT WrLLIA:II, 

The Btl~ Januar/J 1779. 

We are, &c., 
(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 

(Sd.) Ru D. BARWELL. 

(Sd.) P. FRANCIS. 

(Sd.) Enwn. WHELER. 

Mr. Vansittart's Minute on the Bazar is somewhat 
tediously long, but it contains many points of general and 
historic interest and may, therefore, b~ inserted, 



:\lit. V.INRITTART's :\IINl"Tt: . 

• -\.1:1 the dispute het ween l{ajah :\ obki~sen and :\i•>U<ctl JJutt ha• 

not only long employed tht' a!tt'nt.iou of the ( 'ommitteP, but als" 

,ongaged the not.ir:e of t.he P.1ard who havP isRnt'rl to lls rPpeatPtl 

order' on tlw RubjPct, I think WP shall J,,.st ilisehargP lilT duty :wd 

fulfill thPir Pxpectati<>ns hy pr·pseuting it in PV<'IT point nf ,·iew and 

discu>;;;ing the various ohjPets, whi··h ar•' enntainPd in its cnmpasS<, f01 

it is not a concern which atft·•-t~ onlr t\\ o individuals, but in\•uln·~ 

public and political qnPstions, whieh greatly intPI"Pkt and HIPl'it th .. 

consideration of Go\'Prnnu•nt. It i' onr· d11ty to Pxplain >tnd thr 

province of a snpPrirn· pr>WPl" 'o jndgt>, assi'"'ted hy ~ueh inf·•l"mat.ion a~ 

we may be ablt> to supply. 

I 'hall J'PCOI'd my opinion, pl·t>viou~ly to tht' general J"t'S<.!utiou 

of the Committe!', t.lutt it may lw mort- '"ompact and fn l than any 

which [could possihly blend with tht> ~PntinH'nt~ uf Llw othet memhPt'k, 

however unanimou:s we might lw. 

In order t.o makt- tlw subject e>ntire, 

on which we have received tlw ordt>rs 

T must nnite the two point' 

of thP Board. Tht> tirst i~, 

Rajah Xohkissen's complaint against ":\1odt>n Dutt for Pl't>Cting a h~tzal 

in SootanatPP without thP sand.ion .,f (.J.owmm<'nt, and by tlli-< 

unauthorLr.ed proct>eding injuring a public bazat whit:h he (Rajah Xob· 

kissen) holds in its vicinity hy virtu<' of a sunnud. Tlw second i,.. 

the complaint of tlw t;thbePzanies or huc-ksters of ( 'alcutta ;tgain~t 

P..ajah Xobkissen fot· t>xacting mort> ti1an the anthnrizt>d dutirs and ln· 

his opprt>ssions necessitating them to 4uit his t.alook. 

\Yith respect to t.lw tirst <'tllnplaint ":\IodPn Dutt ha~ d"enit>d that 

ht> has ert>ct.l'd a hazar, allt>ging that tht> tPst of a Laza1· is the coliN·· 

tion of duties and making the 1veight~ and scal<>s, nPitht>r ·•f whieh hr 
has ever pmctised, but has taken ground l'<"nL 

To deny the l'ight of Uo1•Prnmt>nt to P~tabli~h publk Lazars, i~ 

to deprive it of pat't of tlw rPsOUI-ePs which 4Ualify it to pt>1·form th<' 

functions of ;,uprt>macy by controlling and pr·ntp.,t.ing ih ~uhjel'ls and 

pr·oviding for tlw Pxigenc·ies of the ::lt.ate. To dPny the t>xclu,;iw 

privilege of public bazars, is to frnstratP this right of Gm·er-nment and 

to commit injusti<:e toward~ thP t;tlo<'kdaJ· or fai'm<'rs to whom th.· 

faith of Government is pledged and who is promut.iug in a wbordinatt• 

capacity the publk good, To Pl'Pct a privatl' bazar is not only t<> 

create all the evils statt>d in t.h•· f.,r.,'j!oiug proposition, l.mt to dP:<troy 

pre·eminPn('e of OoVt'r·nnwnt antl tu a~snme rlw powers which it dt>lf'· 

¥:a tes to others. 
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If such be the right of Government and if the force of it be so 
strong as to be felt by the individual wl10 iR now accused of having 
erected a private hazar, shall any person be suffered to invade it by 

~ indirect methods and by subtle reasoning ? However, I will examine 
the arguments which have been produced. The first is that Moden 
Dutt has only taken ground rent. 

A spot of ground, before almost, if not entirely, uninhabited, 
becomes on a sudden a public mart, and is crowded with those very 
persons who used to resort to the public bazar held by Rajah Nob­
kissen. The market days are observed, and Rajah Nobkissen's hazar 
and hauts of Sootanotee have been desolated. 

This is incontrovertible evidence that Moden Dutt s hazar is 
used instead of Raj a N obkissen's, that it is frequented by the same 
persons, and that it has been so effectually appropriated to the same 
purposes as to render the other useless. 

However, I shall consider the distinction pointed out by 
Moden Dutt that he has only received rent, or, i; other words, I will 
endeavour to mark the limits which divide the natures of dwelling 
houses and markets. I think it may be admitted that the tenant of 
a dwelling house may set up a shop in it ·and maintain himself 
by his sales. I would admit also that three or four or more dwellin,. 
houses of this kind might be collected together and would not b~ 
taken notice of. But should an individual step forth, and encourage 
the tenants of public bazars to relinquish the protection of Govern­
ment and place themseh'es under his patronage; should he assign 
them ground and exempting them from duties, charge them with 
house rents which will be proportionably enhanced, as the hazar 
flourishes, will the Government tamely suffer. such an injury, alarm­
ing iu its immediate.consequences and more dangerous in its future 1 .. 

There are various kinds of markets in this town, a hazar is one, 
which is open every day, and a haut is frequented on particular days. 
There are two kinds of shop-keepers in the .bazars. The moodies who 
keep a shop in the houses, in which they reside, and the tahbuzarries 
who expose their goods on stalls or in temporary:shops in the day time 
and return to their own houses in the evening ; the utmost indul­
gence, to which an individual can have any pretentious, is to let his 
gl'ound to moodies, who are his tenants in the same manner as any 
other persons who may inhabit his houses. However, Government 
may certainly restrain such shop-keepers, should they increase to too 
grPat a nnmber and injure the revenue, particularly if they have 
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one general landlord and patron, as no individual has a right 
to convert to his own use, or to suppress the dutie:l which appertain to 
Government. But the tahbuzarries are to be regarded in a very 
different light. They come to a spot of ground appropriated to the use 
of a market and with no other intention than to vend their articlE's 
which are usually of a perishable naturE> and must be sold within 
the day, such as fish, greens, &c. 

The pn blic bazars are so necessary that they claim the care of 
Government. They should not be left to chance or to the pleasure of 
individuals, but Government should provide them and place them 
under proper regulation. The ease, nay the . very existence of the 
people, depends upon them, as they circulate the conveniences and 
nect>ssaries of life throughout the country. 

I wish that the customs of bazars had been more fully explained 
in the answer, which has been delivered by the canongoes. \Ve are, 
however, informed that the duties are at first fixed and cannot be 
altered afterwards. But I presume, although it is not expressed, that 
the rule for fixing them is the custom of the spot, which varies in 
every part of the provinces. 

The tahbuzarries relate some circumstances peculiar to Calcutta, 
which do not apply to bazars in other places, such as the establishment 
of the Custom House, the appointment of Negabanns, &~. 

A nation gradually establishing their influence, and exercising 
authority under various forms, may have created changes, I may say 
some confusion in the principal seat of their residence by blending 
customs and acting at different times from different principles, our 
records give us no insight into the Regulations of the Custom House, 
nor are they of any importance. We are to look to the present system 
of letting the bazars to farm which commenced from the last change, 
and established duties, if none were collected before. The bazars 
have yielded a revenue to Government and the duties have formed 
the assets which have enabled the farmers to fulfill their engagements. 
The duties are now a customary branch of the revenut>, and the 
collection of them is authorized by the practice in all other parts 
of the country, as well as by the increase of population and wealth 
which so amply supplies Calcutta with the means of paying them. 

A market is a place where authority must be exercised to regu­
late the weights and scales, to preserve order, and to afford protection 
to the persons who frequent it ; can such authority exi~t independent­
ly of the Government 1 Moden Dutt argues that the assemblage of 
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shops in his grot1nd is not a hazar, because tlwre are no officers of the 
market, and because no mark is affixed to the weights and scales. 
But it is not a pl:tin inference from these premises that a market 
ought not to be entrusted to an individual who cannot station in it the 

officers necessary to regulate and control it. 

A talookdar is dependant upon the Government which can fix 
or reduce the duties, but can the Government fix or reduce the rent 
which an individual is to receive from his own tenants? The truth 
of the assertion of the Vakeel of the Moden Dutt cannot be denied 
that a person has a right to let his ground for the most he can. 
What then will ensue from the toleration of such bazars 1 The Pllb­
lic bazars will be desolated and their revenue entirely lost, the 
inhabitant~, who have been used to depend upon them for provisions, 
will be left at the mercy of individuals, who are proprietors of 
ground. What disturbances will arise between landholders who will 
mutually oppose each other and sometimes use force to support their 
respective bazars 1 The evil will be still greater if a powerful man 
should acquire an extensive influence, or a number of men should 
combine to enrich themselves by oppressing their fellow-subjects ; 
an income might grow from the spoils of the abolished duties of 
Government, under the name of rent to ~n amount considerably 
above the duties. The shop-keepers can have no remedy except 
from changing their situation and private inflnence or combinations 

might deprive them of that. 

I cannot avoid taking notice of an alteration in the second ped­
tion of the dokandars. In the first they style themselves tahbuzar1·ies 
and 8ay the,y have been ~tsed to sell dive1·s articles in several bazars in 
Calcutta and to retum home in tlw evemng witlL the p1·oceeds. In the 
second petition they style themselves dokandars; and in the petition, 
which they delivered to the Board, shop-keepers. I am inciined to think 

this change was suggested to them, as it agrees with the means which 
have been made use of to prove that the shop-keepers in Madan Dutt's 
ground are residents and not tahbuzarries. 

Another argument adduced by the dokandars is, that there are 
many private bazars. The interposition of Government therefore is 
the more necessary to suppress the evil in the present instance, as the 

·abolition of all other private bazars will follow, whenever the talook­
dars or farmers who suffer by them shal~ lodge complaints. 

An argument lately adduced by Moden Dutt is, that some mer­
chants who reside in the bazars have settled some shop-keepers under 
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their verandahs or in the ground adjoining to their houses, which 
shop-keepers pay no duties to the talookdars or farmers who hold the 
bazars. Upon this principle Moden Dutt claims a right to Rl'tt.!e 

shop-keepers on his ground. If such a custom does exist, the only infer­
ence from it is that a respect is shewn to those merchants by the 
talookdar, which cannot extend to one who in open opposition to him 
has erected a building purposely to contain shops, and, by enticing his 
shop-keepers from him, desolated his bazars. 

The complaint of the tahbuzarries against the talookdar is very 
regular and will be enquired into. They have two modes of relit'f, 
whenever oppressed; one is by settling in some other authorized baza.r, 
and the other by petitioning Government, the healing influence of 
whose care is spread through every order of men, and will equally 
protect the shop-keepers and talookdar. 

The Committee have endeavoured to ascertain the standard by 
which the duties ought to be regulated. But the Duan can find only 
the following :-

Each Tahbvzarr.1J stand per diem. 
For N ega bans 13 Cowries. 
For Chowkeyd:ury .. . .. . 6 Gundas, 3 Cowries. 
For Birt 2 , 2 , 

He, however, thinks that the proper rule is the collections of the 
five past years. Raja Nobkissen represents that should it appear that hP 
has received more than was usually paid in the three ye~trs prior to the 
date of his snnnud, he will forfeit three times the value agreeably to his 
sunnud. There is It stipulation in the English articles of agreement 
that should the Raja collect more duties than what have been always 
customarily received or at ary time here~tfter might be lawfully 
received by, or on the part of the Company, he shall pay three times 
the amount by way of fine. But, as it will be almost impossible to 
ascertain either the amount of the collections of the five or of the three 
past years, I think that some equitable standard should be immediately 
formed, to which the talookdar and farmer~ shonld be absolutely 
and unalterably restricted. 

But as we have not yet taken this last subject into our considera­
tion, I shall dwell upon it no longer. I shall conclude by expressing my 
opmion with respect to the new hazar erected by Moden Dutt that it 
ought to be abolished, even if he should establisli all the points which 
he is now contending for. For as it requires no more than common 
penetration to pierce through the disguise, so it needs no more than the 
exertion of the ordinary powers of Government to rescue its rights 
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from an actual though artful violation, which would create endless 
mischief by the contagion of its examples. 

The above was written before I came to the Committee to-day. I 
shall therefore subjoin a few lines in answer to the President's questions. 

To t!te 1st Qgestion.-I am of opinion that Moden Dutt has 
erected a hazar and that circnmstantial evidence on this subject fully 
establishes this point. But as the evasion of Moden Dutt is new, I 
think that it should be represented to the Governor-General and 
Council both that they maJ be apprized of the practice and decide 
themselves on the fact. 

To the 2nd Question.-! do not think Moden Dutt has shewn 
sufficient cause why it should not be abolished, though perhaps it may 
be found proper to abolish it under some limitations. 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

The last public office of importance that Nubkissen held 
has now to be mentioned. As far back as 1776, he had 
bee;1 entrusted with the management of the affairs of the 
Burdwan Rani, the Rani of Ambooah, and lie stood security 
for her debts, as the following papers will show :-

AT A CouNciL (R.EvENUE DEPARTMENT), on Ap?·il25th, 1777. 
Secretary submitted following better from the Provincial Council 

of Burdwan. 
"The Superintendent of the Adawlut has represented to us that 

he finds many difficulties in summoning persons complained against, 
who ari/ connected ·with the R.anny of Ambooa or her officers, and 
particularly in complaints of debts against the Ranny herself he has 
not been able to persuade her to send a vakeel properly authorized to 
answer for her to such complaints. That the Vakeel at Bnrdwan, in 
reply to his remostrance~, has in general informed him that R.ajah 
Nobkissen in Calcutta would answer to any complaints against the 
Ranny for debt as the management of her affairs had been intrusted 
to him ..... " 

[Answer.-The Council don't understand the difficulty. Proceed 
in the R.ani's case as in other cases ; she must send a vakeel properly 
authorized or suffer judgment in default.) 

CoUNCIL, R.EVENUE DEPART~1ENT, May 30tA, 1780. 

Letter from B1wdwan Council (Mr. William Marriott, &c.,) dated 

August 9tA, 1779. 

'''Ve have received your letter of the 13th ultimo containing 
orders relative to the clai.ms on the estate of thP. late Ranny {-Rani) of 
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Amboah, and to propose some means of liquidating the same, also 
. directing us to enquire and report to you who had charge and manage­

ment of the collections of Amboah during the period of Rajah Nob-
kissen's securitysbip ..... . 

In reply to your directions respecting who had the charge and 
management of the collections of Amboah during the period of Rajah 
Nobkissen's securityship, we must observe that we are wholly igno­
rant to what period the said securityship extended, but we have learnt 
from an examination of Kissenram Metre [ 1--=Mitter] that he, Kissen­
ram Metre, has had the entire management of the collections at 
Amboah from the commencement of the Bengal year 1183, when 
Nobkissen became security, to the present time ; that by order of the 
late Ranny of Amboah, until the time of her death, whiQh happened on 
the 20th Augun 1184, he remitted the amount of the collections, except­
ing the Ranny's expenses, to Rajah Nobkissen in Calcutta, and after 
her death and by order of the present Ranny of Bnrdwan, he remitted 
the collections in the same manner during the remainder of the year 
1184 ; and that, during the whole late year 1185, he remitted the 
whole of the collections to the Ranny of Burdwan ; and he avows 
himself solely a servant of the two Rannys.'' 

Nubkissen in consequence or hi~ ability and :;pecial PX­

perience of the affairs of Burdwan was appointed to tht> 
Sezawulship or control of the revenue,.: of that district in 
1780. The old Rani of Ambooah died in 1777. The lady, 
who was Rani on the occasion of Nubki:;:5en\; appointment 
as Sezawul, and who was mother of the infant Raja, put 
every obstacle in Nubkissen's way, and stringent measures 
had to be taken to enforce her obedience to order5, as the 
following paper will show :-

4th August 1780. 
The Board taking into consideration the petition of Raja 

Nobkissen and the report of the Superintendent of the Khalsa 
Records thereupon-

Resolve, that whereas Rajah N obkissen was furnished with a 
perwannah from Q:overnment to the Rajah and Ranny of Burdwan, 
directing them to act in concert with him as Sezawul for the year 1187, 

in farming the settlement of the current year, making the collections, 
&c., her refusal to proceed to Burdwan, her not permitting Nobkissen 
to see the Rajah, and her sending for the zemindary officers from 
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Burdwan to Bansbariah, are acts of direct disobedience and contumacy, 
and highly detrimental to the authority of Government. 

That the delay which is occasioned by this disobediencf in hold- c 

ing the Mofusil Pooneah and making the collections and remittances 
of the revenue, is not only attended with great present inconvenience 
to Govenment by retarding the payment of such part of the public 
revenue as has become due, but may eventually be the cause of actual 
loss to Government. 

That it is highly incumbent on the Board, not only to take effec­
tual measures to prevent the above consequences, but to support their 
authority in the present instance. 

Agreed therefore that the Superintendent of the Khalsa Records 
be directed to proceed immediately to Bansbariah, and that the 
Seza.wul do accompany him thither. That he read again to the Ranny 
of Burdwan the perwannah appointing the Sezawal, and require her 
immediate return to Burdwan with the Rajah and zemindary officers, 
and that she give an assurance that she will punctually obey the 
Boa1'd's orders 'contained in the perwanna relating to the appoint-· 
ment of the Sezawul. 

That in case of her refusal to comply with these orders, or shew­
ing any tendency to evade them, the Superintendent do then peremp­
torily insist on seeing the Rajah of Burdwan, and acquaint him that 
the Board have thought proper on account of the contumacy shewn 
by the Ranny, his mother, and her refusal to yield to obedience to their 
orders, to divest her of all authority and control in the !Jlanagement 
of his zemindary. 

That he is required by the Governor-General and Council to pro­
ceed to Burdwan to take upon himself the charge and management 
of the zemindary and to make the collection of the revenues in con: · 
junction with the Sezawul of Government, and in the manner pointed 
out in his perwannah, and to appoint proper officers to conduct the 

· business of his zemindary in his own name and independent of the 
Ranny. 

That the Superintendent of the Khalsa Records proceed with all 
possible expedition with the Rajah to Burdwan, and on his arrival 
there, proclaim the Rajah's autho1:ity over the province, require him 
to appoint proper officers for the management of the business of the 
zemindary, to hold the Mofusil Pooneah, and make the collection in 
conjunction with the Sezawul. 

That the Superintendent be empowered to call on the Command­
ing Officer at Chandernagore for the assistance of an officer with two 
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or three companies of sepoys, if he judges it necessary, to attend 
the Rajah to Burdwan, as well to prevent any insidious attempts on 
his person. in the way thither, as to announce his return and the 
authority vested in him with greater dignity to the inhabitants of 
the province. 

That the necessary orders be given to the Commanding Officer at 
Chandernagore in consequence of the preceding resolution. 

Nubkissen's aJministration during the fir~t ypar of his 
office was remarkably sl.1ccessful. He manageJ the collC'c­
tion of the revenues so well that he paid the demands of 
Government in advance without any troublt> or embarra::::s­
ment to the Board. It wai', therefore, determined that he 
should continue in the office of Seza>Yul for the next year. 
On this occasion also hi:.; powers were defined and 

enlarged and steps taken to help him in the Jue discharge 
of his duties. The following document bears testimony to 
his services and throws light on the situation of affairs at 
Burdwan at that time. 

26t/~ January, 1781. 
Read again the Superinterident of the Khalsa's letter under 

date 26th of August last, entered in consultation the 12th of Sep­

tember. 
The Board taking into consideration the subject of the above 

petition of Rajah Nobkissen are of opinion that the Rhanee has 
acted very improperly in taking away the Rajah, farmers, or public 
servants at this season of the year, and during the heavy collections, 
without the smallest intimation given to Government or permission 
received from them. 

That the absence of the Rajah and public officers at this time 
from the Sudder Cutcherry of the district may not only contribute 
to prejudice the collection, but to spread an unnecessary alarm 
amongst the inhabitants of the district, and induce them to leave 
their habitations and neglect the culture of the lands for the future 
year. 

That at the present crisis, when Bengal itself may become the 
seat of troubles, and when this Government wi.Jl have occasion for 
all their resources, it behoves them to take special care of the 
revenues of so valuable a province as Burdwan, amounting to near 
40 lacks of rupees, and that the continuing the management to the 
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Rhanee, a woman, and maii1temt~ce of her influence in the district 

during the present crisis is impolitical and improper. 

That it is the opinion of this Board that, in order to preserve 
the tranquility of the Burdwan Province to prevent the operation 
of any intrigues on the part of the Rhanee and her adherents, she 
be required to reside at Amboa in the same manner as the mother 
of the former Rajah used to do until the further orders of the Board, 
but that the Rajah and public officers be 'directed to retnrn to 

Burdwan immediately. 

That as the Rhanee has on many occasions shewn her backward­
ness to comply with the orders of the Board, and may in the presen 
instance endeavour to evade them by returning to Burdwan, that 
the Nazir or Naib Nazir of the Khalsa be directed to proceed to 
Amboa, and place proper chokeys of peons round her house with 
strict directions not to suffer the Rhanee to return to Burdwan, not' 
any covered dooly or conveyance to pass without their being properly 
satisfied that the Rhanee is not in it, but not to enter her house 
or otherwise molest her, than by preventing her return to Burdwan 
till they have orders frGm the Board, and that the Supeintendent of 
the Khalsa Records do furnish the Nazir or Naib Nazir with a proper 
·warrant for executing this order by the sanction of the Board. 

That as Rajah Nobkissen appears to have managed the collection 
of the revenues of this zemindary with so much success during the 
past year, and has paid the demands of Government in advance 
without the smallest trouble or embarrassment to the Board, he be 
continued in the office of Sezawul during the ensuing year,· and 
directed to proceed with the Superintendent of the Khalsa Records 
to Burdw~n immediately to take the most effectual measures under 
his control for securing such part of the revenues of the current 
year as may remain outstanding and for promoting the cultivation 
of the district, and enabling the Rajah and zemindary to afford a 
competent aid to Government in the following year. 

That as it appears from the letter of the Superintendent of the 
Khalsa Records tl1at an improper use has been made by Ram Caunt 
and others of their influence with the Rhanee, and that the property 
of the Rajah has been wasted and dissipated during his minority 
which is a fact of most public notoriety. 

That Rajah Nobkissen be vested with authority to ex(lmine into 
the present state. and accounts of the Rajah's household under the 
control uf the Superintendent as above, and to use his endeavours 
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to di~cover and bring to account any property or effects of the Itajah 
which may have been secreted or embezzled by Ram ('aunt or others 
of the Rhanee's officers during her management, and that if the 
Superintendent shall from the information he may receive have reason 
to think that Ram Caunt or any other persons employed by the Rhanee 
have embezzled or secreted any of the Rajah's property, that he 
shall be empowered, and is hereby directed by this Board for the se­
curity and recovery of the said p opet·ty to take the persons suspected 
as above into custody and to set guards over their houses, or any other 
places, where the Superintendent may believe such property to be 
concealed in order to prevent its being conveyed away or misapplied. 

That for the purpose of carrying the above orders and resolu­
tions into execution, the Superintendent of the Khalsa Records be 
directed to proceed as soon as he conveniently can with Rajah Nob­
kissen to Am boa, and notify them to the Rajah and Rhanee, and 
that he from thence conduct the Rajah and such farmers, or public 
officers as may be at that place to Burdwan, and that any of the 
farmers or officers refusing to attend him thither, be forthwith dis­
possessed of their farms or offices. That on his arrival at Burdwan 
he publicly notify the discontinuance of tlie Rhanee's authority in 
all matters relating to the management of the zemindary collection 

of the revenues, or the Rajah's household. 
That the Superintendent form an estimate of the necessary ex­

penses for the maintenance of the Rajah's household with the assis­
tance of Rajah Nobkissen, and transmit the same to the Board for 

their. approbation. 
That the Superintendent do continue to reside at Burdwan till 

the further orders of the Board, and be directed to give every aid 
and support in his power to the Sezawul to enable him to comply with 
the foregoing resolutions of the Board. 

Nubki:<~eu applied himself with a will to his new duties 
and exhibited rare power~ of indu~try and financial administra­
tion. Mr. G. G. Ducarel, Commissioner at Burdwan, wrote 
to say that the Sezawal had since his arrival been taken np 
in making the mofussil settlement. The following paper:; 
giyc some eyidence of the kind of work he did :--

CouNciL, REVENUE DEPARTMENT, 5tli Juue, 1781. 
Read the following translation of a letter from Rajah Nobkissen, 

Sezawal of Burdwan :-
"In consequence of an order from the Supreme Council, I have 
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discovered from the accounts upwards of 18 lakhs of rupees was the 
Mohasil or profit of Burdwan, &c., in the years 1185 and 1186, ex­
clusive of the Ranny's dowry money borrowed from Mahajans and 
the expepse of despatching the Government's revenue. Six lakhs of · 
rupees are fully· sufficient for the expenses of Maharajah Deraje 
Tejh Chund Bahadur ; the Ranny, and Ram Caunt, are answerable 
for the remainder. " 

Ordered that a co~y of the above letter be transmitted to Mr. 
Ducarel at Burdwan, that the Sezawal be required to bring before 
him the profits [ ? proofs ] and vouchers of the amounts therein 
alluded to, that Mr. Ducarel be directed to enter into a minute in­
vestigation of them and examine the evidences upon oath which the. 
Sezawal shall produce in support of his charges, and to grant him 
such assistan.ce as he may require for apprehending the persons of 
his evidences. 

CouNCIL, REVENUE DEPARTMENT, 26tf~ June, 1781. 

Letter (20th June) from Mr. Ducarel, Commissioner at Burdwan : 
"I have been honoured with your lettt>r of the 5th instant en­

closing a petition from Rajah N obkissen, Sezawul of Burdwan, and 
shall be p<wticularly attentive to the execution of your commands con­
tained therein. The Sezawul and Zamindarry Amlah have since 
their arrival 'at this place been entirely taken up in making the 
mofussil settlement, which has prevented their attending me for the 
purpose of proceeding on the investigation directed. 

In order to enable me to afford the Sezawul the assistance directed 
in your letter in apprehending the persons of this evidence, I beg 
leave to represent that it is necessary Captain Long should be fur­
nished with authority to supply Sepoys on my written requisition in 
the customary form." 

[This letter (dated 20th June) was circulated on 22nd June, 
and at the meeting of Council on 26th June "the Board agreed that 
the order required by the Commissioner should be immediately issued 
to the Commanding Officer at that station" (Burdwan).] 

COUNCIL, REVENUE DEPARTMENT, 5th July, 1781. 

Letter (4tli July) from M.r. Ducarel : 
"In conformity to your letter of the 5th June ultimo, Rajah 

Nobkissen, Sezawul of this province, has brought before me the 
following persons, servants and officers of the Rajah of Burdwan's 
household as evidences in support of the charges contained in his 
petition delivered to your Board : 
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Budden ()hund Majumdar, Carkon, 
Sumboo Churn Ghose, Mohrir of the Dewan Dufter, 
Kishencaunt Doss, ~fohrir of the Treasury, 
Ramjoy Burrall, Jumma K.hurch Nnvrees of the Cansamany, 
Juggut Bullub Roy Mitter, Cansamany Seristadar, 
.Juggut Narain Mitter, Naib of the Cansaman), 

from whom I have received the accounts, receipts, and disbursements 
of the Zemindary of Burdwan for the two year8 of the Ranny's 
management, viz., 1185 and 1186, the original of which in the 
Bengalee la.nguage, together with their respective translations, I 

have now the honour to lay before the Board. The purport of the 
said accounts together with the order in which they are arranged 
will appear from the Abstract H. 

Agreeable to your directions contained in the above mentioned 
letter, I have examined the evidences which the Sezawul has pro­
duced in support of his charges upon oath, who have attested the 
accounts in the manner which will appear at the foot of each 
respectively.'' 

The Board, taking into consideration the above report of the 
Commissioner at Burdwan, and accounts accompanying it, find that 
the sum of 11, 19,5i0-l-14 Sicca rupees appear due from the Ranny 
to the Rajah for the period of her management. 

Resolved that the Sezawul be directed to attach the profits of 
the Dowry, and hold them sequestered in satisfaction of this demand. 

Resolved that the Commissioner in conjunction with the Sezawul 
do proceed in the business directed by his former commission, and 
give the Rajah and his officers every assistance required by them in 
recovering the amount of the above balance from those persons who 
may appear to have embezzled it. 

N ubkissen for his consistent support oE English interc,;t~ is 
highly unpopular with a certain class. Tlwir hero i,.; N uncomar; 
their authority is Bolts, an English Thcrsit('S in the early 
days of English supremacy in the East. They are eager to 
grasp at every bit of scandal that the tongue or pen o£ a. 
malicious imagination may have inventt•d about N ubki::;sen. 
It has been said or ::;uggested by some of this class that 
Nubkissen as Seza.wul of Burdwan "·as guilty of much 
oppression and many malpractices. There docs not seem, 
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however, to be a record of any. In March, 1781, it appears 
there was a complaint against him of false imprisonment. 
The person impris_oned was one Gocul Chunder Chowdhry ; 
and on his behalf his Gomastah, Abhai Churn Ghose, insti­
tuted proceedings by an affidavit on the Crown side of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal. 
The complaint was false, and therefore it proved as abortive 
as the complaints of Gocul Sonar and Ranmat1t. Gocul 
Chunder Chowdhry had indeed been imprisoned' by the Ma­
haraja, but upon a just cause and in ·the exei·Cise of his 
legal rights as Sezawul. To leave no doltbt as to the facts­
and the history of the case the following original papers 
are inserted in full :-

CoUNCIL, LAW DEPARTMENT, March 23rd, 1781. 

AFFIDAVIT-In the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William 
in Bengal, Crown Side. Tlw K£ng vs. Raja!~ Nubkissen. 

Abhai Churn Ghose, Cash-keeper and Gomastah for Gocul Chunder 
Chowdry, th~ plaintiff above named, maketh oath and saith :-

That from the fourth day of Phalgun last past (answering nearly 
to the 12th day of February last) nnt_il the llth day of the said'month 
of Phalgun, he, the said Gocul Chunder Clwwdry, was confined against 
his will and consent in a dwelling house of Rajah Nobkissen in the 
chucklah of Burdwan in the Province of Bengal, and from the said 
11th day of Phalgan until the fourth day of Choite (which answer 
to the 14th day of March instant), and which is the last day this 
deponent saw the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry, he, the said Gocul 
Chunder Chowdry, has been kept a prisoner and still is kept a prisoner, • as this deponent believes, in his own house by the order of the said 
Rajah Nobkissen without any legal authority or warrant for that 
purpose obtained by the said Rajah Nobkissen as this deponent is 
informed and believes, but merely to compel the said Gocul Chunder 
Chowdry to P"-Y to him a large sum of money. as rent for certain 
lands which he, the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry, holds under the 
Rajah of Burdwan and under the Ranny (mother of the said Rajah), 
and which rent this deponent or cash-keeper and gomastah for the 
said Gocul Chunder Chowdry has already paid to the said Rajah and 
Ranny, to whom the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry is bound to pay 
it, and this deponent saith that the said Rajah Nobkissen is Sezawul 
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or Collector of Revenue in the service of the "Cnited Company of 
merchants of England tm~ing to the Eaclt India for the chuchlah or 
districts of Burdwan aforesaid and .tht>refore is subject to the .Juris­
diction of this Hon'ble Court as this deponent is-advised and believes. 

Sworn before me this 20th day of March 1781. 
J. HYDE. 

WRIT. 

CRoW~ SmE.-On t•eading the within affidavit I do order that 
a writ of Habeas Corpus in the usual form do issue from the Office 
of the Clerk of the Crown directed to the within named Rajah 
Nobkissen commanding him to bring up the body of G. C. C. 
confined in his custody (unlawfully as it is said), together with day 
and cause of taking and detaining the said G. C. C. immediately 
before me or the Chief .Justice of the Supreme Com·t of Judge at 
Fort William in Bengal or any other Justice of the same Court 
at the Court House in Calcutta at Fort "William aforesaid. Dated 
this 20th day of March lifll. 

(Signed) J. HYDE, 

[ )ir. George 'Vronghton, Attorney for the Hon'ble Company, 
writes (March 21st) to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Mr. 
Isaac Baugh, enclosing the above papers and asking instructions. 

He says :-" At the same time inform them (the Board) that I 
have enquired of Rajah Nobkissen, to whom the Habeas Corpus is 
directed, the reason of prisoner's confinement, from whom I learn 
that he is the farmer of the pnrgunnahs of Bhant Ghauzee, Badepoorea 
and Dhanzy in the District of Burdwan, and that he is imprisoned for a 
balance of revenue due to the Hon'ble Company on account of the 
aforementioned pergunnahs, amounting to about tbe sum of 4,500 
sicca-rupees."] 

0RDEREn-(March 23rd) that the Company's Attorney do instruct 
the Company's Counsel to plead that G. C. C. is in the District of 
Bnrdwan, a farmer of the public revenue, of which Rajah Nobkissen, 
is in virtue of his office of Sezawnl, the Collector on the part of 
Government, to whom the said Chowdry being now in. balance, Raja 
Nobkissen has in consequence, by virtue of his office, and the 
power delegated to him by the Governor-General and Council, 
a right to demand payment of such balance from the said farmer, 
and to confine him, and to use such other means as the law and 
usages of this country do warrant for enforcing the recovery of it; 
and further, that the plaintiff having confessed the defendant is in 
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possession of tl1e office of Sezawul (Jll behalf of -tlH~ Company, ahd 
he hih1self 'a farmer of the revenue, the, right of the defendant. 
to proceed with the plailitiff as l;e has done is thereby· proverl; 
and that the~ompan~'s Attorney do also instruct their Counsel not 
to enter any fuether than here specified into the merits of this cause 
but to re~t the issue of it upon the .facts abovementioned,· 

The opinion delivered by the Chief Justice in the cause wherein 
Radha Govind Sing was plaintiff and Mr. Hosea and othee defendant.s 
applying directly to the present case. 

ORDERED-That the following extract fro~ it, as it already stand• 
recorded on the Consultation of the 20th of February last, be here 
entered. 

Extract from the speech delivered by the Chief Justice : 

" I thought it was understood that the right of the Company, 
executed by their Provincial Council, of getting lands for debts, due 
to the Government~ was meant to be contested in this action. The . 
Counsel for the defendant disclaimed controverting that right, and 
as far as the Court can judge by what has already passed in it, it 
entertains no doubt whatsoever of that right. In the judgment 
given in the case of Camaul-ul-Dien, the final opinion of the Court 
was that, in matters of Revenue, by which I mean the settling of . 
the quantum of the debt due to Government, the Provincial Council, 
or those officers to whom the trust was committed, had full and 
complete jurisdiction, exclusive of the interference of this Court. 
We have given sanction to their judgment." ..... 

Cou;s-crL, LAw DEPARTMENT, .Afay 22.nd, 1781. 

Range 166 Vol. 84. 

The following letter from the Company's Attorney _to the Secre­
tary with the return proposed to be made to P,,1e Habeas Corpus 
issued to Rajah Nobkissen having, been sent in circulation for the 
orders ·of the Board, the Governor-General delivered the opinion 
thereafter entered, to which Mr. W"heler having subscribed, orders 
were signed accordingly. 

GEORGE WROUGIITON1 

Attorney to the l!on'ble Oompa.n,y. 

To lsAAc BAUGH, 

See1·eta1:1J to tlw Bocwd of Revenue. 

DATED FoRT 'VrLLIAM, 

April 6tl~, 1781. 
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"I request yon will lay befort' tllf' Hon'ble Board for their approv­
al the enclosed copy of the return intended to l•e madt> to the 
Habeas Corpus issut>d to Rajah !\'ohkissen at the instance of G(}eul 
Chunder Chowdry provided it meets with their sanction. The retum 
has been revised and approved by Mr. Newman, "Mr. Davies, and 
Mr. Lawrence on a meeting yesterday evening, and has since 
receired the sanction of the Advocate-General, subjeet, howe~·et·, to a 
circumstance whereon L must request you to procure rne the advi(•e 
and direction of the Hon'ble Board. 

The retum ~tates the acts complained of to have been committed 
l.>y Rajah Nobki~st•n in the performance of hiH office of Sezawul in 
the District of Burdwan, the duty of which office is stated on the 
return ''to h<>ve been at and before the pa~Hing the Aet of the 
thirteenth of George the Third to enforce payment of the revenues due 
to the Hon'ble Company within that district and to imprison persons 
owing the same without bail, &c." It has been thus formed under the 
idea that the 0ffice is not a ;w;c institution, and that it ha~ been the 
~t.~age in 8ome places within the Provinces to colle;;t the revenues by 
Sejawuls, and to imprison in ease of non-payment, at least some short 
time previous to the time of pas~ing the before-mentioned Act. The 
Joubt which now at·ises is whether the nature of Ra.ja.h X obkissen's 
office be as above stated, or whether extraordinary powers have not 
been superadded to those considered as incident to the offi.:e of Seja­
wul. Should the latter prove the case, the gentlemen >Jeem to be of 
opinion it will be more advisable to alter the retur·n in that re~pect. 
and to state in lieu thel'eof that Rajah ~obkissen has contine<l tlw pri­
~oner by virtue of his office of Sejawul, an appointment re.;ently madt• 
by the Governor-Oeneral and Council, they having judged it an offict> 
requisite to be instituted for the better managing the territorial acqui­
sitions and revenues entrusted to them by the before-mentiont>d Act." 

.Enclosure in Compan.;J.~ .Attot'i<ej d Letter. 

The Schedule to which the annexed writ refer><. 
" In obedience to the command in the annexed writ contained 

I do hereby humbly certify and return to the Hon'ble .lohn Hyde, 
Esquire, one of His Majesty's Justices, and to other, His Majesty's 
.Ju.~tices of the Supreme <_:om't of Judicature at Fort William iu 
Bengal, that in the District of Burdwan in the Province of Bengal 
there is a farm commonly called oz· known by the name of thl' Per·­
gunnahs of Bhaul, Ghaw~ee, Bundepore, and Dhawree :Mundelka, 
which farm now is and at the time of passing a certain Act made 
in the thirteenth year of the teign of His present Majesty King 



George .the Third, entitled "An Act for establishing certain regu­
lations for the better management of the affairs of the East India 
Company as well in India as in Europe," was part and parcel of the 
territorial acquisitions in such Act mentioned, and the rents and 
profits of the said farm now are and at such time as aforesaid were 
parcel of the revenue of the said Province of Bengal. That at the 
time of passing the Act aforesaid the said farm was and still is remain· 
ing in the possession. of the said United Company as part and parcel 
of the said territorial acquisitions and revenues and at the time when 
the debt hereinafter mentioned accrued due was held in farm by 
the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry in the annexed writ mentioned 
under the said United Company at a certain annual rent payable to 
them, the said United Company. That on the 12th day of February 
last, there then was and still is justly due and owing by and from 
the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry to the said United Company for 
rent and revenue in arrear of the said farms the sum of 41520 sicca 
rupees, and for which he was and is imprisoned by and under the 
authority hereinafter mentioned. That the late President and Council 
and Select Committee of Fort William aforesaid in the said Act 
mentioned previous to and at the time of passing the same Act 
exercised by themselves or their officers the whole management or 
government of the said farm (so being part of such territorial ac­
quisitions) and also of right exercised a power by themselves or 
their officers to adjust· and settle the accounts of farmers indebted to 
the said United Company for rents and revenues i~' arrear and of 
enforcing the payment of such revenue in arrear by imprisoning such 
farmers so being debtors as aforesaid without bail or mainprize for 
non-payment thereof, and which mode of procedure at the previous 
to the time of passing such Act was the known usage and custom in 

- the Province of Bengal, Behar and Orissa in the enforcing the pay­
ment of such rent and revenue. 

That the accounts of the said farm having been settled and which 
were actually settled by the proper officers of the said United Com­
pany, the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry on such settlement, to wit, 
on the said 12th day of February, was found in arrear the said sum 
of sicca rupees 4,520, the justness of which upon such settlement 
allowed and confessed by the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry and the 
amount of the same debt acknowledged by him to be due to the said 

Query :if to the United Company, and the said sum of 4,520 sicca 
company or the rupees having been afterwards, to wit, on the said 
Rajah. 12th day of February, demanded from the said Gocul 
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Chunder Chowdry, and which was so demanded of and neglected by 
the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry to be paid. The said Gocul Chunder 
Chowdry on the said 12th day of February last was lawfully 
taken and duly imprisoned by me and now is detained by me fot· 
the same debt so due to the said r:nited Company as aforesaid. 
That at and previous to the time of such imprisonment I, the said 
Rajah Nobkissen, was a known officer of the said "C"nited Company, 
appointed by and acting under the authority of the said Governor­
General and Council in the place or office of Sejawul in the District 
of Burdwan aforesaid, the duty of which office is and at such the time 
aforesaid was to enf&ce the payment of all revenue due, owing and 
in arrear to the said United Company in the district aforesaid and to 
imprison the person owing the same without bail or mainprize, in case 
of non-payment thereof until the full payment of such revenue in 
arrear. That in the matters aforesaid, I have ~cted only according 
to the duty of my office as Sezawul for the district aforesaid and 
which authorizes me according to the laws and usages of the Pro­
vince of Bengal to keep and detain the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry 
in confinement without bail until the debt aforesaid shall be discharged. 
But in obedience to the command in the said annexed writ contained 
I now have the body of the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry before His 
Majesty's said Justices of the said Supreme Court of Judicature to do, 
receive and be subject to what His Majesty's said Justices shall consi­
der of him in this behalf. Given under my hand this day of March 
1781. 

GoVERNOR-GENERAL's OPINION. 

Governor·· General :-"It does hot appear for what reason the ex­
traordinary powers given to Rajah N ubkissen, if any such have been 
given, in cases which have no reference to the imprisonment of a 
farmer of the public revenue should be inserted, since as a Sezawul 
he possesses the power to imprison a farmer of the public revenue. 
May it not be proper to insert the clause proposed for amendment in 
addition to that which states the regular powers of the Sezawul ! 

. 
The following further letter, having been received by the Secretary 

from the Company's Attorney, was circulated on 13th April and is 
now recorded:-

WROUGHT.ON TO BAUGH. 

Dated April lltl~, 1781. 
" I request that you will communicate to the Hon'ble Board that 

I have just received-official information from tbe Attorney of Goeul 
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Chunder Chowdry that the matter in contest between his client 11,nli 
Rajah Nobkissen is adjusted, and that therefore he does not_ intend 
to call for the return to the writ of Habeas Corpus is~med some 
time ago." · ' 

Here ends this epis~ode. In August or September 1781, _ 
both the Rajah o£ Burdwan, .M:aharajadhiraj_ Tej Chund 
Bahadur, and Maharaja Nubkissen, the Sczawul, made cod1-
plaints in writing against certain acts of Mr. Austin; Judge, 

·of the Dewanny Adawlut at Burdwan. Those acts, they 
. alleged, were beyond his legitimate authority and they had the 
effect of hindering them. in the collection of_ the revenue1 

The Committee of Hevenue expressed an opinion on _the 
complaints, which was accepted by the Council a~d which ran 
as follows :- -

lst:-The Committee are of opinion that such se~'vants as have· ac­
cepted assignments of the balances of rents in lieu of \Vages may un-

. doubtedly demand payment of the same, and if coercion is_ necessary, 
they are to apply for assistance of the Revenue Cutcherry, and the eolle<?­
tion to be enforced as a balance of rent, which in fact it is. It appears 
to the Committee that by the 8th Article of the Judicial Regulations, 
the Judge of the Dewanny Court has ·n<f right .to interfere in these 
cases. The nature of the interference asserted to b" made by the 
Judge of the Dewanny Adawlut is not particul~rized, it appears, 
however, to the Committee. 

2nd.-That the Aymadars <1f Burdwan having been subjected to 
the payment of rent, they are to be considered as Talookdars a1,1d sub­
ject to the sa~e jurisdiction, as pointed out in that article. of the 
J udil]ial Regulations. 

· 81·d . .:.,-:By the 14t)J. Article of the Judicial Regulations the enquiry 
into the right and 'title to lands, as well as to the limits of the same, is 
within the jurisdiction of the Judge of the Dewanuy Adaw~ut with­
out any exception. Further experience mw, however, suggest .the 
propriety of some modification in this Article. The Comn_1ittee _of 
Revenue exercise the power of resuming grants of Baza Zemin; 
either where they have been ~ot!usively made or granted after certai? 
periods, and delegate the same power to Zemindars, ;Farmers, and other 
officers employed under them in the· collections. The exercise of. the 
same powers by two distinct establishments. will create confu~ion, 
.and inte>rference, o~ j urisd~ction. The Com~J?.ittee of Reve!l_u~ __ w!ll 
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direct the Sezawul to report to them such instances of the interfer­
ence of the Judge of the Dewanny Adawlut as occur, and will lay 
the same before the Supreme Board, who, from these instances, 
will be enabled to ascertain the proper rule to be laid down in such 
cases. In the interim it does not appear necessary to the Committee 
to issue any particular orders, as the vacation of the provincial Courts 
of Adawlut has taken place and will continue some time. 

4th.-The mode of conduct prescribed to the Judge in the 31st 
Article of the Regulations with respect to Zemindars, Talookdars, 
Chowdries, and Landholders, or persons employed in the collections 
under what name soever immediately under the Committee of Revenue, 
or any Collector of the Revenues directs "that he is not to issue a 
summons to compel such person, being defendant in any cause, to 
appear, but in lieu thereof to issue a summons requiring such person, 
being a defendant, to appear personally, or by vakil, at a certain 
time." An attention to this Regulation on the part of the Judge 
will remove the inconvenience complained of in this Article. 

In November of the same year a fresh complaint was 
made by Nubkissen against further illegal interferences of 
Mr. Hugh Austin, and the Council, in the Revenue Depart­
ment, rebuked that officer for his illegal acts. The following 
was their decision :-

• 
The Zemindar by ryats and farmers against farmers for encroach­

ments and the like, their revenues are never realised until such 
disputes are settled. The officers of the Zemindarry in conjunction 
with those of the Sezawul determine such disputes and collect the 
revenues. Now Mr . .Austin, paying no kind of attention to the usage 
of the country, opposes us, and has sent his peons to summon my 
brother, who is Tahsildar to Burdwan, and disgraced him in the 
presence of the farmers, &c. As none of the customs of the country 
are hidden from you, you must be sensible how much the re­
venues will suffer, when the Tehsildar is unable to support his 
consequence. I now hope that, as what has happened cannot be 
recalled, orders will be issued from the Council to Mr. Austin that 
in future he do not, by disgracing the officers, interrupt the collections, 
and, as the Zemindar's vakil is always in waiting, I request he may· 
be directed to transact what business he may have with us through 
him, and, in case any of our officers should act contrary to the orders 
of the Huzyoor, that he be directed to represent it to the Council 
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for their determination, by which means all disputes and disturbances 
in the mofussil may be prevented." 

0RDERED.-That a copy of the representation from the Sezawul of 
Burdwan accompanying the Committee's letter of the 2.6th of Novem· 
ber, be transmitted to the Judge of the Dewanny Adawlut at that 
station and that he be directed strictly to attend to the Board's 
orders of the 11th of September last, and positively forbid any further 
interference· with respect to the Tannabhdars and Pykes than what 
immediately relates to his Foujdarry jurisdiction. 

ORDERED-Also that he be informed that, as by the 18th Article 
of the Judicial Regulations the Tehsildar of Burdwan is exempted 
from the process of the Court, as well as from being compelled to 
personal appearance to the hurt of his credit among the farmers, the 
Board highly disapprove of the summons issued to him by the J udg~. 

CouNCIL, R.EvENUE DEPARTMENT, Jan,uary 31·d, 1782. 

E.1Jt1·act from tile p1·oceedings of the Committee of Revenue of the 
24tA Decembe1·, 1781. 

Petition of Teej Chuml Bahadur : 
"Chutt[a]r1 Sing, the Etmaumdar of Boagree, has not sent a single 

cowry of revenue for the last three months, but has removed with 
all his people into the jungles. 

"A Tehsildar resides on the spot to which he is retired who bas 
no control over him, nor does he pay any attention to my letters. He 
owes an immense balance to Government, which he will not liquidate. 
Tillook Sing, his uncle, prays he may be appointed in his place and 
engages to pay his revenues regularly. 

"I hope you will comply with this request, and that two com· 
panies of Sepoys may be sent to put Tillook Sing in possession, and 
to lay hold of Chutter Sing that mea~ures may be· taken for the 
recovery of his arrears to Government." 

CouNCIL, REvENUE DEPARTMENT, Octobe?' 23rd, 1781. 

Letter from M1·. Hugh Austin, Judge of the Burdwan Dewanny 
Adawlut, dated September 18th, 1781, replying on the points in Arti· 
cles 1, 2, and 4, in respect of Maharajah Nobkissen's complaints. 
It does not seem necessary to quote more than the final sentence :-

" How far the representation of the Sezawul is just, respecting 
my having occasioned impediments in the business of the revenue, 
1 submit to your Hon'ble Board and request that in any future com· 
plaints that may be made against my conduct he may be directed 

1 Later, called Chitter Sing. 



166 LAST DAY:> OF PL'BLIC LIFE-SEZAWl'LSHIP. 

to state specifically what he has to charge me with and not by a vague 
and general detail of circumstances, wholly unsupported, prevent me 
from entering into a clear justification of my conduct." 

It would seem that ~ubkissen as Hezawul of Uurdwan 

was the head and the complete representatiw of that district. 

If any person required anything to be done even by the Haja 
of Burdwan, he would have to work through the Sezawul. 

In September 1781 one Gunganarain Gose [Ghose ], the 

farmer of gunge M:urshedpore, commonly called thana 
Uutwa, complained that the Zemindar or Bunlwan had lately 

erected a gunge within a distance of two or three koslt ft·om 

his, and prayed that a perwannah might be sent to Maharaja 

N ubkissen desiring him to order the Zemindar to abolish 

his gunge. The Council, in the Revenue Department, re­

solved that the following answer might be written to tlw 
Uommittee of Revenue : ""We desire you will issue a per­

wannah to the Sezawul of Burdwan, requiring him to aboli:<h 

the gunge erected by the Hajah contiguous to that of Gunga­

narain Gose, the farmer of thana Cut-wa. This order we 

have .communicated to the Commissioner of Customs." 

There is abundant testimony to the success of NulJki,-~Pll 

as the Sezawal of Burdwan. The following is one :- " 
CoUNCIL, REVENUE DEPARTMENT, November 27th, 1781. 

Letter from the Committee of Revenue giving "an account [of 
the] settlement of all the districts of Bengal and Behar " for April 
1781 to Aprill782 in Bengal, and September 1781 to September 178:! 
in Behar. 

". . . . 8. Rajah Nobkissen had the charge of the collec­
tions of Burdwan when this Committee was established. The merit 
of his management in that capacity can only be estimated from facts. 
In the course of a few months he not only relieved the Zemindary 
fromtheincumbrance of an enormous debt, but discharged the revenues 
of Government with great punctuality. A very large portion of the 
surplus rents which enabled him to pay such considerable surus has 
been added to the public revenues as an increase this year, and he has 
been united in the management with the young Zemindar. He still 
preserves the office of Sezawul, but is at the same time responsible for 
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the amount of the engagements of the Zemindar. A comparison be­
tween his conduct and that of his predecessors in the management of 
the business will, we imagine, point out the propriety of this mode of 
settlement." 

CoUNCIL REVENUE DEPARTMENT, Decernber 18tlt, 17 81. 

Letter from Committee of -Revenue (November 26th, 1781). 

"We have the honor to lay before you a representation which has 
been made to us by Rajah Nobkissen, the Sezawul of Burdwan, stating 
instances of the interference of the Judge of the Dewanny Adawlut in 
matters which we apprehend are not within the line ofhis jurisdiction.'' 

"On the 3rd of September last we had occasion to address your 
Hon'ble Board on a similar representation from the Sezawul, and we 
hoped that the orders you then issued to the Judge of Adawlut would 
have prevented his making further claims to the superintendence of the 
lands appropriated to the maintenance of Tannahdars and Pykes in 
that Province, who, though they are immediately employed in collect­
ing the revenues from the ryots and are in fact servapts of the Zemin~ 
dars are likewise subject to obey all orders of the Judge in phous­
darry matters. As -we are of opinion his jurisdiction extends no fur­
ther over the Tannahdars and Pykes, we request you will. please to 
repair to Burdwan within a limited and convenient time and account. 

·for the amou11t of the revenues paid to them, and may contain an 
assurance that they shall not be confine·d or ill-treated upon their 
appearance. lf one or the other should appear according to the -sum­
mons, you will call upon them to pay what is due from them, in which 
should they fail, we shall propose to the Hon'ble Board to comply ·with 
the request of the Rajah to investTillookSing in the management of the 

, district upon his making good the present .engagements. we shall also 
propose to them to adopt the same alternative in case neither Chutter 
Sing or Jadoo Sing should appear agreeable to the summons. . .... " 

There is equally good testimony in regard to his. wor~ 
of a later date. 

Agreed that the following answer be written to the Committee of 

Revenue:-
" We approved your proceedings respecting the 

Etmaumdar of Buggry and of the measures you propose for the secu­
rity of the revenues of that District. 

COUNCIL, REVENUE DEPARTMENT, Jamwr.y 29tft, 1782. 

General account of collections of reve'!lue, from Committee of 
Revenue. Mr. Shore's report on the balances of Aughun. 
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"Burdwan. The former of these districts is under the manage-
Dinagepo,·e. ment of the Sejawul, Rajah N obkissen, the latter 

under Rajah Deby Sing. Both these persons have been punctual in 
their payments through the whole course of the year, and there is no 
reason to apprehend any failure on their parts. Rajah Nobkissen is 
very forward in his payments for the month of Poos, and the pay­
ments of Dinagepore are completed for the same month.'' 

CoUNCIL, REVENUE DEPARTMENT, Marc!~ 19th, 1782. 
Letter from Mr. Austin, dated February 4th, 1782. 
"I have had the 'honour to receive your letter under date the 

18th of December enclosing the copy of a representation which has 
been made to the Committee of Revenue by Rajah Nobkissen, 
Sezawul of Burdwan, charging me with interfering with the Tannah­
dars and Pykes by requiring the papers concerning them, and sum­
moning and disgracing his brother in the eyes of all the farmers, 
in consequence of which your Hon'ble Board highly disapprove of 
the summons issued to him by me. In answer to these charges, I beg 
leave, in justification of my conduct as well as to expose the misre­
presentations of the Sezawul, to inform you th<tt, in pursuance of a 
letter from the Hon'ble the Governor-Genera]. under date 3rd of July, 
placing all the Tannahdars and Pykes employed in the foujdary 
jurisdiction under my charge, I thought it necessary to request a list 
of them from the Zemindar, that I might obey my orders in stationing 
them so as to protect the peace of the districts, and which I have 
been hitherto unable to obtain. 

"I beg leave to assure you that I have never in any instance inter­
fered in the appointment, payment, or dismission of the Tannahdars. 

It is not possible to fix the date when Maharaja Nub- ·\ 
kissen ceased to be Sezawul. There is evidence to show, 
however, that he declined to undertake the management for 
the Bengali year 1189, declaring the impossibility of realis­
ing the jumma [the assessed revenue J of the preceding year. 
The office of Sezawul was apparently the last public office that 
Nubkissen held. Henceforward his life appears to have been 
one of ease and dignity. He had given proofs of his capacity 
not only as a diplomat, but also as a statesman and an adminis­
trator, and he could afford to rest on his laurels. He gave 
himself to the discharge of social functions with an undistracted 
mind and soon came to prove himself a king in that sphere. 



CHAPTER IX. 

MAHARAJA NUBKISSEN IN SOCIETY, 

THE social position of Maharaja N ul:lkissen was unique. 
It arose not from his wealth or his status and importance in 
public 'life. Position in Hindu society .does not depend on 
wealth or official rank or intellectual eminence or public 
services. It depends on caste and on behavi?ur in social life. 
Caste does not mean in modern Indian life the ~rsuit of any 
particular trade or calling. It is a~ inheritance of ages. The 
four leading castes cJr divisions of society, Brahman, 
Kshetriya, V aisya, and Sudra, are of ancient, indeed of im~ 
memorial origin. Sub~division of these classes, especially of 
the last, has brought into existence a multiplicity of castes in 
Bengal, and that is a step attributed to the Hindu king, 
Bullal Sen. The caste system, so far as it is a modern creation, 
is founded upon a distinction, not only of occupations, but of 
character and capacity, such as they existed in the days of its 
origin. The original division, that into the four castes, 1·ests 
more clearly upon a distinction of moral temperament than 
upon a distinction of pursuits. Classification by calling is 
indeed recognised, is, in fact, apparent on the face of the divi~ 
sion, but it arises out of and is dependent on the former 
principle, namely, that of classification by temperament and 
character. The castes constitute a hierarchy, and their divid~ 
ing lines are rigidly fixed. The caste of an individual is the 
caste of his fathers., Whatever might have happened in ancient 
times, when Hindu kings reigned and 1•islds made and applied 
the law, it is certain that to~day no one can be transferred 
or can transfer himself from one caste to another. He can 
neither be promoted to a higher caste for his virtuous acts 
or qualities, nor degraded for his sins. The caste of a man 
is supposed to be a ueceJsary consequence of his acts in a 
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previous existence ; and the life that he now lives, will, 1t Is 
believed, determine his caste in his next birth. The penalty 
for un-Hindu behaviour is not degradation from one caste to 
another, but repudiation by society, that i~, excommunication. 
A man who violates essential rules of religion or society will 
not be relegated to any inferior caste, but will be put out of 
society altogether as having ceased to be a Hindu. It is im­
possible to enumerate all the essential rules, all the restric­
tions of caste as they are sometimes called. One or two may 
be mentioned as illustrations. It is considered improper for 
the higher castes to dine with men of lower castes or to eat 
food cooked by them. The Brahman, in particular, has to 
observe special purity in this respect. Then, again, no 
marriage is permissible between one caste and another. As 
regards social practices, it is certain that the performance of 
the sacraments in a non-Hindu way, or the omission to per­
form some of them, will not be tolerated. Amongst the 
sacraments may be mentioned marriage, Sraddlta (oblation to 
the dead), and, in the case of Brahmans, Upanayana (investi­

ture with the sacred thread). The highest caste is that of the 
Brahmans, of whom, of course, as of the other castes, there 
are ranks and grades. The next in order is the Ksl1et1·iya 

caste, in which the Kayasthas are included. 
:Maharaja Nubkissen was a Kayastha by caste. The 

Kdyasthas are divided, in point of rank, primarily into 
Kulins and Jlriouliks, the former being the higher ; and, in 
point of local distribution, into the Cttam Rah1·i class and 
the Dakshina Rahri class. The Kulins consist of only three 
families, classes or clans, namely, the Ghose;,;, the Boses, and 
the Mitters. Nubkissen was a }.foulik, and a member of the 
Daks!tina Rahri Somaj. He came, however, to be the head 
of the Kdyastha community of Calcutta, that is, of the 
Daksltin Ralu·i section of it, and that is a fact worth explain­
ing in view of the acknowledged ascendency o£ the Kulins. 

The fact of his leadership is no\ disputed. A writer, who 
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will not be suspected o£ blind admiration o£ Nubkissen and 
his family, has observed :-

Navakrishna's social importance was perhaps greater even than 

his political. All his other glories were outshone by the glory which 
attached to the chief of the Hindoo community of Calcutta. In the 
theatre of public affairs, he had many equals and a few superiors. 
Omichand, Whwaja Wajid, Runjeet Roy, Rajballab, and others we 
cGuld name were scarcely behind him in diplomacy. Nundcoomai.' 
was a bolder and all along, except in his last fatal move, a successful 
intriguer. Mahomed Reza Khan had been Premier, and so. had 
N undcoomar in reality during the nominal administration of his son. 
But in the soci~l kingdom of his city he was the very monarch. As 
he owed his fortune to his own enterprize, sagacity and genius, so his 

social pre-eminence was purely of his own acquiring.1 

This is a frank acknowledgement of Nubkissen's social 
position, but the writer's explanation of it ignores facts and 
runs counter to reason. It is only a cynical sort of speculation. 

"Where everybody is an upstart, an upstart head is no scandal. 
Navakrishna had no traditions to back him, but none else was better 
situated. On thg other hand Navakrishna possessed one important 
;tdvantage above others. He possessed substantive power in Hindoo 
society in Calcutta. He was the Judge of the Caste-tribunal. The 
post implied his being in the eyes of Government the most respectable. 
The official citizen-chief of the Hindoo community, he easily became i~s 
leader." 

All founders of families, all architects of fortunes are 
upstarts. Nobility has always its origin in some individual. 
And in Hindu society the mere age of a family or its wealth 
or official distinction will not give it a leading position. 
Brahmins are leaders over Kaydsthas, Kulins are leaders 
over JI!Iouliks. It is not true that the Kayastha community of 
Calcutta consisted only of upstarts, and if it was so constitu­
ted, what the1~? It certainly included a number of the 
highest Kulins; and how came it that a Moulik came to be 
the head of a body so constituted ? The official position as 
Judge of the Caste-tribunal or Jdtimdld Cutcher?'!) will 

' Mookerjee's Magazine, 
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explain nothing. As has been observed already more 
than once, social position in this country does not depend 
upon official rank. And the Judge of a caste-tribunal will 
no more become the social head of the Hindu community 
than an English Judge who has to decide mercantile cases 
will become the head of the mercantile community. The 
functions of the caste-cutcherry are thus described by Mr. 
Verelst :-

"All nations have their courts of ecclesiastical jurisdiction distinct 
from the administration of civil justice, in some with a more limited, 
in others with more extensive authority. The followe.rs of Brama in 
Bengal have their caste-cutcherries or courts to take cognisance of all 
matters relative to the several castes, or tribes of the Hindu religion. 
Their religious purity depends on the constant observance of such 
numberless precepts, that the authoriry of these courts enters into 
the concerns of common life, and is, consequently, very extensive. A 
degradation from the caste by their sentence is a species of excom­
munication attended with the most dreadful effects, rendering the 
offender an outcast from society. But as the weight of the punish­
ment depends merely upon the opinion of the peopl~ it is unnecessery 
to say that it cannot be inflicted by the English Governor (as Mr. 
Bolts asserts, p. 83) unless the mandate of a Governor could instantly 
change the religious sentiments of a nation. Neither can a man once 
degraded be restored, but by the general suffrage of his own tribe, the 
sanction of the Bramins (who are the head tribe) and the superadded 
concurrence of the Supreme Civil power." 1 

It is easy to see from this description that Maharaja 
Nubkissen's functions as President of the Caste-cutcherry 
were of a judicial character. His social position must have 
been the cause of his office, not the effect of it. The Caste­
cutcherry, it may be presumed, was analogous to the Pun­
chayet. Authority in such an office could not invest one 
with leadership, the explanation of which is to be sought in 
wholly other circumstances. The inquiry is worth pursuing 
if only to ascertain the calibre of Nubkissen's mind. In 

1, "A View of ...... The English Government in Bengal," London. l772. 

Pp. 27, 28, 
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social life, as in political, he exhibited his thorough grasp of 
the situation, his insight into realities, he felt the necessity 
of evoking order out of chaos, of organising loose elements 
into a consistent whole, and he saw with unfailing certainty 
the means that were best adapted to the end. His method 
may be simply described: Not to fight against the laws of 
nature or society, not to attempt to stem the irresistible tide 
of events, but to watch and utilise the available forces that 
make for order, to reject effete and jarring elements, to 
waste no power, to submit. to the inevitable, but with a 
single-minded aim to march with steady steps and slow,-that 
was his method. The Kulins were the natural leaders of the 
.Kayastha community. N ubkissen did not work against them, 
but with them. He did not seek to bear them down by the 
weight of h_is wealth and official position or to snatch from 
them the authority which was rightfully theirs. But he 
put himself into co-operation with them. He invited and 
encouraged high:..class Kulins to settle in the town ; he helped 
them with funds ; he showed them every respect ; he united 
~is family with theirs by bonds of matrimony. They soon 
came to look upon him as a patron, as one of their nearest 
kith and kin. Through him also they came to feel a power 
they had never known before. They had never been organised 
for social purposes. He gave them an organisation and 
secured for them a general recognition of their status. "With 
the aid of the Gl1ataks he had a compilation made, called the 
Kulagrantha (~"!61~) or a systmatic social record, of the K1tlins 
in particular. The Glwtaks are the men who keep registers 
of pedigrees, of marriages, of important social events, even of 
important incidents in the history of families, and they declare 
the social status ·of men. They are thus something more than 
heralds. They are no more chroniclers of pedigrees, but as they 
are authorities on some of the social practices, like marriage, 
and on the way in which families are affected by them, they 
come to be in effect the makers of the position of men. It is 
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for them to declare, for instance, the degeneration a family 
may have undergone by a marriage or some other social act. 
If they arc mischievously inclined they can do mischief by 
raking up everything untoward in the antecedents of a man. 
If they are propitious they can render a service by bringing 
into prominence points of superiority. They had, as men, their 
weaknesses, especially as they had to depend for a living on 
private generosity. But it is unquestionable they rendered a 
very useful service to society. They maintained social dis­
cipline and kept men straight in the path of customary social 
practices. It will be an evil day for Hindu society when they 
shall have become extinct, for there will be none to register 
the so-cial lapses of men or fix with definiteness the position 
of men in society. Nubkissen was a patron of the Gltataks 

and by the aid they gave in the compilation of the Kulag1·antlta 

they made him appear in the eyes of the Kulins as their bene­
factor. Nubkissen's position was improved by his known ear­
nestness in religion, his intense piety as a Hindu. He lived 
according to Hindu rules, believed in the Shastras (religious 

and social works) and was zealous in securing a proper inter­

pretation of them and their application to life. These circum­
stances tended to raise Nubkissen in the estimation of men, 
Kulins included, and marked him out as entitled to social 
leadership by his virtues and services to society. His office 
in the Caste-cutcherry had made him fully acquainted with 
social practices and the rules governing them. Added to that 
qualification there were his religious disposition, his knowledge 
of works on religion and life, his services to the K~dins, 
his union with them, his cheerful acceptance of their supre­
macy and of the authority of Brahmans as interpreters of 
social and religious duty. His crowning claim was the Ekjai 
( l!l<l'~) he held. 

This was a gathering of the caste people, to which 
Nubkissen invited Kulins of all ranks. The concourse was 
a grand one, especially a~> most of the Kulins were }:!resent 
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m person and not by Ghataks. They were received with 
fitting honours and paid the fees due to ·their rank and 
station (~"JlJl(Jt'ifi). · Br~hmans were present, Glzataks _in 
particular. All social claims were considered, pedigrees 
examined, family history ransacked, and. ultimately by uni­
versal consent Maharaja Nubkissen was recognised as· the· 

Gosthipati (C5\1~'1"lf~) or head of the Dakshin RahTi section 
of the Kayasthq community. It is said that even the former 
Gosthipati of the Singh a family of Gopinagar ·recognised 
his leadership by a distinct ad,by marrying, that is to say, 
a daughter of the family to his grandson Sir Baja Radha 
Kanta Deb, contrary to the rule observed by the Gosthipati 
of never marrying a daughter of the family to a JYioulilc . ... 
_The recognition of Nubkissen as the:rhead of the Kayastha 

community of Calcutta need cause no surprise. He had 
brought the community into existence. The scattered units, 
whatever their individual importance; had been welded into 
a society by him. He paid them due honour ; he formed 
alliances with them ; he ~aintained the purity of social prac­
tices and Hindu worship ; he was in touch with the Pundits 

and the Ghataks and was their most munificent and illustri­
ous patron. Before he was formally invested with the rights 
of a social leader, the responsibilities of leadership had fa1len 
on him. Not only had he made large religim~s cndowment.s, 
but his private charity and his gifts for public purposes were 
liberal and catholic. Religious and social ceremonies were 
celebrated by him on a grand scale, and the entertainments 
which accompanied them were for the benefit of rich and 
poor alike. Learning and religion had in him the most en­
thusiastic and liberal supporter, and society its most en­

lightened and illustrious representative. We hear a great 
deal .to-day of " bridging . the gulf, between the races'. 
The idea had occurred to Nubldssen in those early days and 
he reduced it. to practice. Many were the parties in his. 
house to which he invited the elite of the European and the 
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Native community. He was at home in both communities, 
knew the ways of both, and was popular with both. He 
was as much loved and respected by the Mahomedan com­
munity as by his own. He was the first "interpreter " of 
British rule and rulers to the people. In every way he 
had become the uncrowned king of Hindu society before 
the consent of the Kulins and the declaration of the Glzataks 
formally conferred on him the sovereignty. 

All the works of Maharaja Nubkissen's charity can­
not now be traced. But it is well known that he con­
structed a road thirty-two miles long from Behala to Kulpi, 
on the north of Calcutta. He excavated several tanks in 
different parts of his zemindaries and made many improve­
ments in them. In Ganga Mandai he excavated a large canal 
more than twelve miles long. He erected two bathing 
ghats on the banks of the Ganges and constructed a house 
for the free accommodation of those who long to die on the 
banks of that sacred river, and are taken there in their 
last moments. His charity '.Vas not confined within the 
limits of his religion or race. In December 1783 he 
" presented, in addition to the old Durying Ground, six 
bigahs and ten biswaes of the adjoining land in Mowzah 
Dhee Calcutta. This was the spot on which the old magazine 
stood; and which, with the old Burying Ground, forms the 
present cemetery of St. John's. The ground given by 
[Maha] Raja Nobkissen was then valued at above 30,000 
Rupees." 1 

There is the authority of Warren Hastings for the 
statement that N ubkissen gave him the sum of Rs. 3,00,000 
for the establishment of a Madrassa for the encouragement 
of learning in Persian and Arabic. 

This is cosmopolitan charity. And it was inspired by 

the true spirit of charity and not by any motives of personal 

Sketches of Bengal since the Foundation of Calcutta. Calcutta : 1818. 
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advantage. The charity of our times is very often a species 
<( of investment, a bid for titles or some other sort of recogni­

tion by Government. If roads are constructed, tanks and 
canals excavated, or colleges endowed, the inspirer of those 
works of beneficence is generally the Government in its con­
crete manifestation as a District Magistrate. Charity that 
springs from either sympathy or a sense of duty has become 
almost extinct. A people constitutionally charitable, chari­
table by instinct, by tradition, by the impulses of religion 
and the standards of society, has somehow or other come to 
be demoralised, and in most cases it is either a dread of 
official penalties or a hope of official rewards that is 
the spur to munificence. The meanest of gifts must be ad­
vertised or the donor will not be satisfied. In Nubkissen's 
time the demoralisation had not begun ; the Hindu conscience 
had not been deadened, and N ubkissen mixed with the 
greatest of Englishmen as a friend. His charity sprang 
from the heart. 

As might be expected, Nubkissen's expenses on ~eligious 
ceremonies were on a princely scale. The Durga Puja was 
celebrated in a style which made it a public rather than a 
private ceremony. It was for the whole town. And the 
genuinely religious character of the performance was not lost 
in mere grandeur, in a display of the vanities of the world. So 
attentive was the Maharaja to worship in proper form and so 
apprehensive was he that the priests might be ignorant or 
careless, that he had the whole ritual carefully compiled by 
competent men, with translations in Bengalee of the mantras. 
He performed his own part in the ceremonies. with scrupulous 
accuracy, submitting to privations and. going through the 
forms with perfect cheerfulness. And the Durga Puja was 
only one of several Pujas celebrated by him. Every one of 
them 'vas performed with eclat, in complete conformity to the 
directions of the authoritative religious books, and with a 
due regard to the expectations and demands of Hindu society. 
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On a visit to the shrine at Kalighat in Calcutta he 
expended not less than one hundred thousand rupees on 
the worship of the Goddes;:. Amongst the offerings 
were a gold necklace valued at Hs. 10,000, and besides 
other ornaments, a rich bed, silver plates, dishes and 
bdsons, sweetmeats and other food sufficient for the entertain­
ment of a thousand persons, and trifling presents of money to 
near two thousand of the poor.1 He endowed the temple of 
Radha Ballabha at Ballabhpore, about 12 miles north of 
Calcutta, with lands, houses, &c., to the annual amount of 
Rs. 3,000 whi11h is divided among sixteen families of Brah~ 
mans.2 Religion was with him not a thing of show, not a fitful 

gleam, not a periodical performance dependent upon regula~ 
tion, but the ruling principle of his heart. A good and devout 
Hindu, he never omitted the daily religious ceremonies, and 
it was not simply in the peace of his quiet home, but in the 
busiest moments of his eventful life, when his mind was 
agitated by issues of grave public moment, religion was the 
abiding sentiment and impulse. It was the ever burning 
flame. It will be remembered he went totheNorth-West 
and was employed-he was the only native so employed­
in the several negotiations with the Emperor 8hah Alum, the 
Vizier of Oudh, the Maharaja of Benares and others when 
the grant of the Dewanny was made to the East India Com~ 
pany. It was at such a time that Nubkissen visited tem~ 
pies at Benares, performed ceremonies, made offerings and 
presents. Benares is one of the chief shrines in India, one of 
the oldest and holiest cities. To die in Benares is one of the 
aspirations of the pious Hindu. To live there in retirement is 
the highest bliss on earth. To make some endowment for 
worship, to repair or adorn a temple, to establish a charity in 
that sacred city, is one of the best uses of wealth. The 
temple of Bishweshwar in Benares is the holy of holies, and 
1 Ward's History of the Hindoos. Vol I., pp.l60-16l. 
• Id, Vol. II., p. 9. 
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N ubkissen longed to do good to his soul by the establishment, 
in his own name, of a special worship of Siva in witness of 
his faith. Much was the jealousy excited by his proposal. 
But Nubkissen's ardour and faith, and, it may be added, 
his tact and humility, conquered all opposition. The gods 
were propitious to the· good Hindu. The Hindu public 
and the Pandas (ministers of worship) came to support his 
idea; and 'under the auspices of the then almost independent 
Maharaja of Benares, ·was established within the temple a 
symbol of Siva unde'r the name of Sri Sri Navakrishneshwar.. 
This was an unprecedented act, and it has ·not been allowed 
to form a precedent itself. The Maharaja spent a large sum 
on the occasion and made an endowment for the permanent 
Sheba or service of the idol' he had established. Great was 
the sensation in Benares and among almost the entire Hindu 
population, for the act was unique. To this day the Puja 

• of Sri Sri Navakrislmeshwar is regularly performed every 
day within the temple of Sri Sri Bishweshwarji. The 
Maharaja's piety turned his: political visit into a pilgrimage. 
The circumstances under which he established the family 
idol Sri Sri Gopinathji are worthy o£ record. It is said that 
on the occasion of his mother's sradlt he spent a large sum 
of money in bringing established idols ( fq-$~ ) which were 
best known and most largely worshipped. From Agradwipa 
within the possessions of Maharaja Krishna Chundra of 
Nuddea he brought the idol ( f<l$~) Sri Sri G~pinathji. 
He returned the other idols after the ceremony, and endowed 
their shrines with lands, &c., but retained the last. The 
family tradition is that Maharaja Nubkissen dreamt a dream 
which determined him to keep the idol in his family at any 
cost. He was prepared to give up for the sake of this idol 
a sum of three lakhs of rupees which he had lent to Maha­
raja Krishna Ohundra. A friendly dispute developed into 
a regular quarrel and Maharaja Krishna Ohundra brought 
a suit in a court of law for the restoration of the idf)J, 
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Nubkissen was not to be baffied however. He had an image 
made exactly resembling the idol from Agradwipa ; he sent 
this copy and retained the original. Such a substitution 
would be unpardonable if it was a piece of furniture or any 
other article of property that was in dispute. But in retain­
ing the original idol he felt that he was obeying a divine 
command communicated to him in a dream, that the spirit 
that was represented by the idol had elected to be with 
him, and he would be offending God and conscience by 
a literal submission to the legal right::; of Maharaja 
Krishna Chundra. The fact is noticed in Ward's Histol'y 

of the Hindoos in the following wayl :-
"Raja Nabakrishna of Calcutta once seized this image (Gopee 

Nath of Agradwipa) for a debt of three lakhs of rupees, due to him 
from the owner Raja Krishna Chandra Rai (of Krishnagore). The 
latter afterwards regained the image by a suit at law; but not till 
Nabakrishna had made another Gopee Nath exactly like it." 

It is no great certificate to such a man to say of him 
that he was kind and generous to his relations. He erected 
for them pucca [brick-built J buildings; he awarded them 
maintenance. In his native village, Punchagram, he gave 
lands extending about three miles, to his distant kinsmen, 
free of rent for their habitation and other uses. He was 
invariably kind to his dependents, and courteous, generous 
and even reverential to his poor kinsfolk. He looked up 
to his elder brother with the respect due to a father. To his 
guru (spiritual preceptor) and his purohit (priest) he gave 
lands free of rent. 

Popular tradition credits Maharaja Nubkissen with 
having spent nine lakhs of rupees on his mother's Smddlza. 

According to another account, however, " Gunga Govinda 
Singh, a person of the writer caste, head ::;ervant to Mr. Has­
tings, expended, it is said, 1,200,000 rupees at his mother's 

1 Vol I. pp. 205-206, See also Tlte Calt·?dta Reriew, Yo!. YI. l846. 
Article : "The Banks of the Bhagirathi." 
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Shraddha; and Raja Nobokissen of Calcutta nearly as much 
in the Slwaddha for Jlis mother., His expense w~s p_rincipally 
incurred in presents to the Brahmins, such as bedsteads, at· 
two or three hundred rupees each ; waterpitchers of silver 
and gold, some worth a thousand, and others t.wo thousand 
rupees, dishes of silver and gold at five hundred, two hund\ed 
and one hundred ; silver and gold cups and lamp-steads, at 
two hundred, one hundred, &c.; covered bowls for betel-nuts, 
and gold and silver waterjugs at from five hundred down to 
one hundred, and cloths at ten or fifteen rupees a piece." 1 

It is impossible to know with definiteness the expendi­
ture of a private person on a private ceremony unless be 
chooses to declare it or to place adequate materials before the 
public. The different estimates that have been made of 
Nubkissen's expenditure on his mother's Smddha ar~ all in 
the nature of reckless speculation. The only thing which is 
definitely known is that the celebration was on an imperial 
scale. For the distribution of alms and entertainment of 

guests the districts were divided into a number of thanas 
with superintendents placed over them. They were called 
Darogas and were provided with stores an(i funds. The 
almsgiving and the entertainments continued for a number 
of days and passed off to the satisfaction of all. Men on all 

sides were heard to s~q: " This is more than a Sraddha cere­
mony, it is like the Jl!Iarut Yajna of the Kali Yuga." ~Marut 

Yajna was the sacrifice which had been celebrated in the 
Satya Yuga by the class of Vedic gods called Maruts, on 
which as a prototype the Raj-Suya Yajna of king Yudhistltira 
was solemnised in the next age, the Dwapam Yuga. The 
following is a good account of the popular reminiscences of 
the celebration as they have come filtered down to the present 

generation :-
"There were full thirty days between the death and the SmdAday, 

and Navakrishna's countrymen made good this advantage. At first 

I Ward's llistury of Bindoos. Vol II., p. H5, 
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the professional beggars, Bhats and Pariahs, undertook the journey. 
Next those whose condition oscillated between decency and beggary, 
who hitherto wavered between going and not going, decided in the 
affirmative. Lastly men even in competent circumstances, tempted 
by large expectations, and urged by greedy wives, coupled with the 
small chance of being distinguished in the crowd, followed. Those who 
had to come from great distances, necessarily carried their homes 
about with them like the Bedouins. As presents are given per head, 
the very babies were brought, and when many of them died of suffoca­
tion, their parents preserved them for the occasion and exhibiting 
them as if they were alive, added to their income,-the distributors of 
the presents, bewildered with the crowd and attacked by the army 
of beggars, each demanding and endeavouring to wring his share out 
before the others, had not the time nor the wits left to examine the 
recipients, and even dolls immersed in a heap of rags were passed 
upon them for infants. It was as it were an exodus of the moffusil 
to the metropolis. The very bazars of the zillahs, rendered unne­
cessary for the time by the depopulation in the villages, were trans­
planted into Calcutta and the Suburban Districts. 

"All the Pundits of Bengal and many even of Benares were in­
vited, and came. Navakrishna with all his wealth could ill afford 
accommodation for this host. But in all cases where he failed, the 
Hindoo inhabitants of the city and of the surrounding villages opened 
their hospitable doors. The beggars slept in the fields, under trees 
and on the roadside. The dietetic resources and the confectioneering 
skill of the whole country were invoked to feed the motley mass of 
humanity. The entire pottery of the country was exhausted. All 
the plantain trees of the land were laid under contribution for plates 
for the eatables. The confectioners had begun their labours the day 
following 'the last of danger and distress,' and the result in time well 
indicated that a nation was to be fed for days. Piles of spices, the 
produce of all the betel-topes of Bengal disposed of in ~eaps, pottery 
that rivalled Babel, Himalayas of brass vessels and Alps of gold and 
silver things, all the shawls and broadcloth and other cloth of Barra­
Bazar, vast pyramids of sweetmeats and lakes of liquid sweets, kheer, 
dohee and milk, wore an imposing aspect. Everything bespoke bar­
baric profusion. The arrangements were as perfect as human foresight 
and wisdom could make, but the contest was unequal. A nation 
besieging Navakrishna was too much for him, even though thi military 
were called to his assistance. Navakrishna, with the soldiers trying 
to preserve order among that swarm of locusts, was like Dame 
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:Partington with her mop repelling the Atlantic. The presents to the 
Great Uninvited were unequally distributed. Some who had travelled 
a fortnight or twenty days received nothing at all ; others who were 
plundered of all they possessed to boot heavily retraced their steps 
homewards, or, for want of the wherewithal to do so, settled near 
Calcutta ; while the presents and plunders reaped by a third number, 
amounted to the annual income of many a big keranee. Rather better 
fared the invited Pundits and relations of Navakrishna. But the 
Amlah literally made fortunes. A fabulous sum was spent 
in this Sradh. Popular estimation reckons that sum at Qine lacs of 
rupees." 1 

This was of course a unique celebration in the history 
not only of Nubkissen but of the country. But the festive 
gat.'ierings held in his hoase on ordinary occasions were 
m:1~1y and varied. Apart from the Puja entertainments, • 
parties were especially held for bringing together represen­
tatives of the European and Native communities. Those 
held in commemoration of the battle of Plassey were gener­
ally honoured by the presence of Clive so long as he was 
here, of the Governor-General of the time, of members of 
Council and of other leading Englishmen,- official and non­
official. That Nubkissen was in ·touch with the English 

community and mixed on familiar terms with it, appears from 
an account in Hickey'.~ Bengal Gazette, of a party held in his 
house in celebration of the birthday of a Miss Wrangham. 
Mr. H. E . .Busteed in his Eclwes fr-om old Calcutta devotes a 
chapter to that journal which he calls the 'first Indian News­
paper.' Miss Emma vVrangham was, according to this writer, 
probably sister of one John Wrangham who entered the 
Indian Civil Service, Madras, in 1783. She was the '' Eocial 
star " " who came in for the most prominent notice from 
the contributors to Hickey's paper." Mr. Livius, who is 
mentioned in the report of the entertainment, was a protege 
of Francis who had got him made Military storekeeper. The 
Gazette had an existence of only about three •years, and 

1 Mookerjee's Magazine, April1861, pp. 166-169. 
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its editor and itself had an unfortunate fate. The report 
runs:-

From Hickey's Bengal Gazette, from Satnrday, August 18th, to 
Saturday, August 25th, 1781. 

On Monday night Rajah N0bkiasen gave a nautch and magni­
ficent entertainment to several persons of distinction in commemora­
tion of Miss Wrangham's birthday. As the ladies arrived, they were 
conducted by the Rajah through a grand suite of apal'tments into 
the Zenana, where they were amused until the singing began, which 
was so mellifluous as to give every face a smile of approbation. The 
surprising agility. of one of the male dancers occasioned loud acclama­
tions of applause. The principal female singers called the nymphs 
and swains to celebrate the festivity of the day and spoke a few com­
plimentary lines suitable to the occasion. After supper there was a 
ball, which was opened by Mr. Livius and Miss Wrangham, who were 

·dressed in the characters of Apollo and Daphne. When the minuets 
were ended, country dances struck up and continued till past thl'ee 
in the morning, when the company departed highly pleased with the 
elegant festival. And when the Rajah was attending Miss Wrangham 
to her carriage, he thanked her in very polite terms for having illu­
minated his house with her bright appearance. 

Maharaja N ubkissen was the Maecenas of Bengal. There 
never was in this province a more munificent or more en­
thusiastic patron of letters and the fine arts. His home was 
the favourite resort of men of learning. His Sablta ( Associa­
tion) of Pundits was pre-eminently the first in the land. It 
has been popularly compared to the famous Council of 
Vikramaditya. It included men like Jagannatha Tarlm­
panchanan, V anessur Vidyalankar, Radhakanta Tarhabagish, 
Sreekantha, Kamalakanta, Balaram and Shankar. The pundits 
of his Sahha more than once saved the honour of Bengal by 
the triumph they achieved in disputations with champion pun­
dits from north and south. A pundit of those times, named 
Ramnath Tarkasiddhanta, was distinguished as much for his 
learning as for his cynical pride and independence of character. 
It is said o£ him that when Raja Ishwara Chandra o£ N uddea 
paid a visit to him in his humble dwelling, he spoke to that 
nobleman, in re~ponse to a kind enquiry about the pundit's 



MAHAltAJAH N UBKISSI<JN BABADt1R. i85 

wants, with the lofty dignity and stubborn pride of Diogenes 
answering Alexander. But this same pundit, hewn from the 
block out of which the best of Greeks were made, accepted 
an invitation of Nubkissen's and entered into an intellectual 
combat with a southern p~ndit whom he easily laid prostrate. 
He declined, however, everything in the nature of a present 
that Nubkissen offered to him. 

The• Maharaja gave large and frequent presents to· 
learned pundits. To Pundit Jagannath Tarkapanchanan he 
gave a taluk yielding a decent income and also the ~ost of 
erecting his house. The Maharaja had made to the pundit a 
very rich offer, namely, of a zemindary yielding a lakh of 
rupees a year, but the pundit declined it on the ground that 
riches were demoralising and his descendants, if they were 
wealthy, would not care for learning and would give them­
selves up to luxury. A smaller gift he accepted. It was 
througli the Maharaja's influence that he was appointed by 
Government as the Court Pundit and Compiler of .. Hindu 
Law. He gave to Pundit Radhakanta Tarkabagish 1,200 
bighas of revenue-free land and obtained for him the title of 
Pundit Pradhan from the Emperor of" Delhi. He built for 
Pundit Vaneshwar Vidyalankar a house in Sobba-Bazar. 
Learned moulvies also received handsome encouragement 
from him. He was himself a gt·eat Persian scholar and 
was well versed in the history and literature of the Mussul­
mans. In his own family he encouraged the reading of 
English and Persian. His collection of books and manu~ 

scripts, Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian, was large and valuable. 
It included many rare and original works, and the Sanskrit 
and Persian manuscripts in particular appear to have been 
<lompiled at great cost and with the most laborious and 
discriminative research. They bear evidence of the univer· 
sality of his tastes and of his general appreciation of learning. 
No private person's library in this country could be com­
pared to N ubkissen's in respect ·of the value of ancient 
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manuscripts. His appreciation of the fine arts, of music in 
particular, was in every way worthy of himself. Haru 
Thakur and Nitai Dass, well known as composers of songs, 
were his p1•oteges ; and he introduced into Calcutta society 
and popularised the nautch which Englishmen believe to be 
the chief of our public amusements. It is Bai Nautch. The 
songs of Kavis ( ~f<f ) were a favourite entertainment of 

. Hindoo society. They were a curious illustration of the 
blended powers of metrical composition and of controversy. 
Songs composed by one person or party and sung before an 
assembly were then and there answered by another. The 
answer brought a reply and so the song-duel went on till one 
side was fairly exploded. The full name of Haru Thakur 
was Hurray Kristo Dirghangi. He was called a Thakur 
because he was a Brahmin among kabis. It was inN ubkissen 's 
house that this species of entertainment had its origin, its 
first exhibiti~n. Haru Thakur was so attached to Nubkissen, 
that after the Maharaja's death he gave up his profession. 
Of another kind of musical entertainment known as Akhrdi, 
the Maharaja was a distinguished, probably the first patron. 
Kului Chandra Sen, who was not only competent in Akhrai, 
but probably its founder, received great encouragement. A 
cousin of Kului,-Ram Nidhi Gupta,-popularly known 
as Nidhoo Babu, made great improvements in the art. 
Distinguished musicians-singers and players on instru­
ments-came to him, attracted by his fame as a votary of 
the Muses, and none went disappointed. All had their due 
appreciation and reward. The writer who has been already 
quoted more than once thus delivers himself on Nubkissen's 
encouragement of letters :--

" Navakrishna's abilities, Persian scholarship, public spirit and 
liberality rendered him greatly respected in the English community. 
His vices were the vices of the age, of both Natives and Europeans, 
of whatever rank ; but none of his contemporaries, except Clive, 
approached him in the better parts of his nature . . N und­
coomar, a better Persian scholar than Navakrishna, at the height of 
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his power merely lived in royal state. The name of Gunga Gobind 
Singh is preserved in tradition by a single act of magnificent expendi~ 
ture ; and of Canto Baboo, a boor, by only his unexpected good for­
tune. Navakrishna, on the contrary, was an able official, an accom­
plished gentleman and a munificent nobleman. A warm patron of letters, 
his palace was th~ centre of, association of all the learned of t~e 
surrounding districts, and the resort of those of distant parts of India 
who chanced to come to Calcutta. In accordance with a hoary-headed 
but ~ost unexceptionable custom of this country, great men are attend­
ed by a number of pundits who give them the benefit of their opi­
nion on all occasions and often discuss logical and metaphysical 
topics before them. Navakrishna's council of the learned was splen­
did, as the names of two of its distinguished ornaments, .Jagan­
nath Tarkapanchanana and Vaneswar Vidyalankara, will indicate, 
and discussions in it were always encouraged by large presents 
to the wranglers. His wealth and influence procured him many 
rare Persian and Sanskrit manuscripts. Nor did music receive 
from him a less hearty welcome. Whoever, player on instrument, 
or songster, came from Delhi, Gwalior, ·Lucknow, Benares or other 
seats of the art, as far down as Moorshedabad, was sure to be attracted 
by the fame of Raja Navakrishna's fostering care of whatev.flr was 
good or beautiful. The letters of retired civilians to him from home 
show the great confidence they reposed in him. Most young civilians 
desirous of attaining a knowledge of the Pe[sian tongue were referred 
by their elders to him . . . . The couple of dwelling houses he 
has left to his descendants are living monuments of the grandeur 
of his taste. They are, in Oriental estimation, perhaps the only two' 
specimens of palatial buildings in a city styled the City of Palaces ; 
and the nautch-room in one of them is the best. in Calcutta." 

As the pundits have been so often referred to, it may be 
necessary to say a few words in regard to their character, 
functions and place in society. The pundits are Brahmins 
learned in the lore treasured up in Sanskrit works. They are, 
most of them adhyapaks or teachers. The institutions in which 
they impart learning are called t~ls in the vernacular of 
Bengal. They take no fees from pupils, but, on the contrary, 
offer them free board and lodging. They are maintained by 
gifts from the community, or, rather, from the higher castes 
thereof. In the days of Hindu kings they could count on being 
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maintained by the king also. Though their work of teaching 
is wholly honorary, wholly a self-assumed labour of love, 
they may be in a certain sense called profe:Ssional teachers. 
They have no other occupation than learning and teaching. 
They have no other ambition. I£ ever the ideal of plain 
living and high thinking has been realised it is in their case. 
They form a class or community by themselves. Very often 
pundits enter into family connections with pundits alone, and 
the succeeding generation has pundits for ancestors, both 
on the father's and the mother's side. The world has not 
seen another cia~~ like them. Plato and Aristotle, Abelard, 
A verroes and A vicenna, Duns Scotus and Thomas A quina~, 
G8her and Selden, Grotius, Puffendorf and Erasmu~, Bopp 
and Bentley haYe been great as scholars, as deYotees of lea:m­
ing, but which of their ancestors and descendants have lh·ed 
the same life as they? The race of scholars is kept up in other 
parts of the world, not by a succession of them in the same 
families, but by fresh recruits from families never previously 
distinguished for learning. In India fresh recruits are not of 
course excluded, but many are the families that have furnish­
ed pundits for generations extending over centuries. There 
has been, so to say, a caste of pundits, and a caste that has 

justified its existence not by a mere name but the succf'ssful 
pursuit of its own special calling. And the wonder is that 
the calling which has secured such steady votaries is so little 
remunerative. Next to the Sanyasis and Sadltus the pundits 
are the most notable class in India. Ancient works have 
not till recently existed in the form of published books, and 
they are written in a style so condensed and elliptical as to 
be scarcely intelligible without the aid of well instructed or 
rather duly initiated teachers. Hence the value of oral 
teaching in India, and the works would have been of little 
value as instruments of education if the class of pundits had 
disappeared or collapsed. The intellectual development of 
the country came to be arrested under l\fahomedan rule, but 
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there was one class that in the midst of poverty and perse­
cution contrived through the dark centuries to keep burning 
a modest flame of ancient Aryan knowledge. It was the 
pundits. Progress was out of the question. But these pundits 
rendered the only service that was possible, the saving from 
utter extinction the learning of ancient India. A fragment of 
it only remains, and for that we are indebted to the pundits. 
It is not merely that they have preserved the works, but 
they have kept up the cultivation o£ the subjects by the read­
ing and interpretation of the works a~d the teaching o£ them 
to their sons and pupils. Owing to various reasons, ho·wever, 
they are now an ill-nourished, declining class. 

Several of the pundits, especially thpse who cultivate the 
Snwitis, or the books dealing with law and custom, are 
recognised as authorities on social practice and as the autho­
ritative interpreters of those books. Society changes, and 
law and custom must change with it. The Rishis, who in 
ancient times had the power to make and declare the law and 
custom, had also the power to change them. After the era 
of the Risltis, Hindu kings entrusted to the most learned 
pundits ( aclu!ojyas) or to associations of them the task of inter­
preting the law and custom as they existed in books or in 
practice, and of compiling codes of them from time to time. 
The Hindu dgime has now passed away. In the early days 
of British rule, judges in administering Hindu law took the 
opinions or vyavasthas o£ competent pundits ; and those 
opinions are still recognised as good law. Judicial adminis­
tration has now become independent of the opinions of pundits. 
In matters of religious or social usage, however, no authority 
exists for interpretation except the pundits.. They cannot 
very well be vested with official authority, for Government 
is pledged to a policy of non-interference in social and reli­
gious matters. Society, however, by a tacit and universal 
consent recognises that authority as existing in the pundits. 
1t is obvious that the authority must exist somewhere, for 
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neither on the one hand can essential social practices, bound 
up with religion, be left to be determined by the caprice oi 
individual opinion, nor on the other can an old, unchanging 
code be left to govern absolutely an ever-changing society. 
Expansion or modification of the law is possible only by 
legislation or by interpretation. We have no Hindu legisla­
ture now, and recourse is possible only to interpretation. The 
laws of ancient Rome were interpreted by judges and juris­
consults ; the common law of England is made up of judicial 
decisions, of custom, long-standing and prevalent, and of the 
opinions of great commentators, like Granville, Bracton or 
Britton; ecclesiastical law and practice are interpreted by 
courts of ecclesiastical jurisdiction ; and reason, tradition, 
analogy and expediency would alike suggest that in the 
present social and political condition of India, the interpreters, 
the adapters, the improvers of the social law and custom of 
the Hindus-always more or less mixed up with religion­
are the pundits versed in the learning of those subjects. 
There is no other class competent for the purpose, nor can 
the task of authoritative interpretation be avoided. Hindu 
social questions do not mean questions of dress and fashion, 
but questions which affect the very frame·work of society, 
its existence or its integrity . 

.Maharaja N ubkissen, not so much with the prudence 
of a social philosopher as with the instincts of a Hindu, 
patronised the pundits and submitted to their patronage. 
If there are auy social legislators to-day amongst the Hindus 
it is the pundits. And as N ubkissen was the patron of his 
illustrious Sabha of Pundit!', people felt that he was thPir . 
rightful head. His relations to the pundits were exactly 
analogous to those of a Kshetriya king of old times and his 
council of social legislators, relations at once of supremacy 
and subordination, of political supremacy and social subordi­
nation. From this among other things arose the social ascen­
dency of Nubkissen. If the Kayastltas of Bengal have a 
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bigper social position, a more clearly recognised status than 
that of the Kagasthas or any other part of India, it is because 
Nubkissen gave them strength and coherence in Calcutta, 
which soon came to be imparted to the same community in 
the mofussil, that is, the interior of the province. Calcutta, 
which in those days was a city or mere traders and shop­
keepers, came under the influence of Nubkissen's magic, 
social wand to be the home and nursery of a powerful, well 
organised Kayastha community. Whatever of dignity or 
social power it has now, is traceable to the impulse that he 
communicated to it. Even now Calcutta is the only place in 
Bengal where organised .social divisions ( "ii"') exist, having 
recognised leaders ( lf"l"lf~ ). Nubldssen's division was· 
the largest and most influential. And it is worthy of note, as 

<!I 
a proof at once of Nubkissen's position and popularity, that 
even Brahmins cheerfully ranged themselves under his banners 
in his division. To this day many a Brahmin acknowledges 
membership of that division. And time has not wrested from 
the hands of Nubkissen's descendants the social sceptre tlutt 
he wielded. Their leadership is universally acknowledged. 
They receive like him their marks of honour-the wreath 
round their necks and the sandalwood paste on their foreheads­
in th~ true order of precedence. They will undoubtedly retain 
that position if they have the suavity and humility of Nub­
kis~en, his ardent religious temperament, his readiness to· bear 
the social burdens, his sympathy with society, his submission 
to the sltastras, his respect for the Brahmans, pundits in 
particular, and for the Kulin Kagasthas. And the same is 
true of Hindu Society in general. Its existence will depend 
upon its coherence, its submission to discipline, its recognition 
of leaders, its respect for tradition. 



CHAPTER X. 

NoTES AND QuERIEs. 

THE style in which Nubkissen celel;m:tted his mother's 
sraddlia was much discussed at the time. The question, 
whence did he get so much money, exercised men's minds 
at least as much then as it does now. His contemporaries, 
who were staggered by the display, began to speculate, and 
several or them . in their speculations treated him with little . 
charity. It was reported to Mr. V erelst by some influential 
men that the Maharaja, having spent all his money on the 
celebration of his mother's funeral ;ites, · distributed in 

alms many lakhs or rupees belonging to the llon'ble Com· 
pany's Trea:;ury in his charge. After the completion of the 
sraddha, when the Maharaja went to visit Mr. V erelst he 
told him in jest : "I am informea' that you lost your f:)ens{l 
and expended the whole of your wealth, as well as several 
lakhs or rupees belonging to the Company's Tr.easury, in th!Cl 
performance of your mother's obsequies." Nubkissen, as 
soon as he heard this, locked up the Treasury (then called the 
Money Godown) and left the key on the table of Mr. V erelst, 
soliciting him to remove his doubts by sending for the person 
who had accused him and for one of the members of the 
{Jouncil, and desiring them to examine and receive the cash 
in balance _at the Treasury. Mr. Verelst sought to pacify 
him, spoke to him in the gentlest manner, a11J assured him 
of his unshaken confidence, The Governor said he had no 
doubt the cash was all right in the Treasury.- The Maha­
raja, however, remained inflexible. He said his honour had 
been assailed, and he beggeci and insisted that, for his own 
sake, as well as the Governor's, the cash in the Treasury 
might be examined. Mr. Yerelst yielded. He sent a member 
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of the Council to thP Trra;;ury, who Pxamined the cash 

and found a surplus of seV<'n lakhs of rupees belonging to 
the Maharaja. Mr. VPreh;t on receiving the information 
offered apologies, and prrsspJ the Maharaja to take hack 
the key. The Maharaja thanked him for hi;; kindness and 
for the confidence reposed in him, but refused to take back 
the key. If he had been slandN'f'd oncP hP might be slan­
dered again, and he did not think it proper to retain any 
longer any public office. HP resigned all the high and im­
portant post~ he held unrlPr the ( ~ompany and removed to 
the hou;;p of the Governor the offices which had so long 

been held in hi;; own. Thus pel'i~hed a scandal of the 
times. A positive and definite charge of misappropriation 
had been made against the Maharaja, and he found it "asy to 
disprove it. A charge of a vague, hypothetical character is not 
easily refuted. That Nubkisst'n hau made his fortune by loot­

ing the inner treasury of the K awab is a charge which cannot, 
in the very nature of things, be demonstrated to be false, 
for such a demonstration would mean the proof of a negative 

and would be impossible by a simple experimental procesil 
like examination of cash in a Trea~ury. In judging of the 
honesty of a man what are thP canons to be followed ? 
Must we call upon him to account for every pice he made, 
.and, in default, pass judgment against him ? If such a. 
trial was to he held, few would come unscathed out of 
it. No man publishes his account books, and the speculations 
of others about his gains and savings are generally worth­
less. The rational principle of judgment would seem to be 
not to hold a man dishonest till something could be proved 
against him. And taking the world as we find it, it is not 
always possible to draw the line which divides honesty from 
its opposite. It iH not easy to say how much of the gains 
even of a lawyer or a doctor is honest, and how much is not. 
The world's standards are not the moralist's. All rising to 

great fortune, like "all ri:;ing to great place," "is by a 
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winding stair," and nothing can he more inconsistent than 
to wor~hip \Yorldly success and yet to he fastidious about 
the means of attaining it. Nnbkissen had, in addition to 
his sahiries, .at least as many undefined and elastic sources of 
income as a· lawyer. And if he left property worth only 
about a crore of rupees, there is no use racking the imagina­
tion to discover possible sources ·of that wealth. Lawyers, 
doctors and tradesmen, even in this poor country, and in 
these days of exhaustion, have accustomed us to that figure. 

The story of the substitution of one idol for another, as 
given in the last chapter, upon the authority of Ward and 
some other writers, does not seem to be accurate in all its 
details. It is extremely unlikely that Raja Krishna Chundra 
would have been satisfied with an image which was 
professedly and notoriously a copy and not the original. 
A Hindu values the idol he worships not as so much 
property. Where it is made of a precious metal and is artis­
tically constructed, it has of course a money value. But it 
has also a higher value not .expressible in terms of money of 
any denomination. It is a spiritual treasure, the sacred 
abode·of the Divine Spirit. It is possible Nubkissen gave 
the substitute and not the original, but Krishna Chundra 
could hardly have consented to take an idol that he knew to 
be a substitute. If he was ready to accept a substitute he 
would be equally content to take its material value in money 
or bullion, and that can hardly be believed. It is consecration 
that gives its specific value to an idol. If the general public 
were aware of the substitution made--and the historical 
character of the accounts seems to sh()w that they were­
then the Raja must also have been aware of it. And as the 
Raja's knowledge is extremely improbable, the historical 
accounts themselves should be received cum g1·ano. ·what 
appears mostlikely is that N ubkissen had a copy of the idol 
made and offered both the original and the copy to Krishna 
Ch1,mdra to make his choice out of; and the latter, depending 



196 NOTES AND QUERIES. 

wholly upon chance, chose, unfortunately for himself, the 
wrong idol. There have been similar instances of choice or 
mischoice in analogous cases, and that seems to be the 
practice generally followed in that class of cases. There is 
a rea~on for it. It has an aspect of fairness about it, and it is 
believed that the Divinity that is immanent in the idol really 
rules the choice. In the p'resent case, for instance, the fact of 
Raja Krishna Ohundra making a wrong choice would be 
regarded by Hindus as a proof that Gopinath elected to reside 
with Maharaja N ubkissen. When the wrong choice had in 
fact been made and the fact published to the world, it is 
likely that Englishmen who came to hear of it, or read of it, 
presumed that only the substitute had been offered and had 
been accepted by the Raja with the full knowledge of its 
supposititious character. Hence the error or the unlikely ele­
ment in the historical accounts. 

A biography of Nubkissen would not be complete with­
out a reference to Burke's impeachment of Warren Hastings 
and the charge brought against him of receiving a bribe 
from Nubkissen. To satisfy the curious, all that Burke said 
is here reproduced. He opened the charge in the foltowing 
terms:-

"We shall remove any degree of uneasiness from your lordships' 
minds and from our own, when we show you, in the charge which we 
shall bring before you this day, that one bribe only received by 
Mr. Hastings, the smallest of his bribes or nearly the smallest, the 
bribe received from Rajah Nobkissen, is alone more than equal to have 
paid all the charges Mr. Hastings is stated to have incurred." 1 

. The speech on the charge runs as follows :-
"Mr. Hastings has told you that he wanted to borrow money for 

his own use, and that he applied to Rajah Nobkissen, who gener­
ously pressed it upon him as a gift. Rajah Nobkissen is a banyan ; 
you will be astonished to hear of generosity in a banyan ; there never 
was a banyan and generosity united together; but Nobkissen loses 
his banyan qualities at once the moment the light of Mr. Hastings's 
face beams upon him. Here, says Mr. Hastings, I have prepared 

1 Burke at the trial of Warren Hastings. Tuesday, 21st April, 1789. 
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bonds for you ! Astonishing! How can you think of the meanness of .. 
bond_s: you call upon me to lend you £34,000 and propose bonds! No; 
you shall have it; you are the, Governor-General, who have a large and 
ample sal~ry : but I know you are a generous man, and I emulate 
your generosity. I give you all this money. Nobkissen was quite 
shocked !1-t Mr. Hasting~'s offering him a bond. My lords, a <Jentoo 
banyan is a person little lower, a little more penurious, a little more 
exacting, a little more C\Jnning, a little more money-making than a 
Jew. There is not a Jew in the meanest corner of Duke's Place in 
London that is so crafty, so much .a usurer, so sk_ilful how to turn 
money to profit and so resolved not to give any money, but for profit, 
as a Gentoo broker of the class I have mentioned. But this man, 
however, .at once grows generous, ai!d will not suffer a bond to be 
given to him : and Mr. Hastings, accordingly, is thrown into very· 
great distress." 

"In every transaction of Mr. Hastings, where we have got a 
name there we have got a crime. Nobkissen gave him the money," and 
di~ not take his bond, I believe, for it; but Nobkissen, we find, 
immediately afterwards enters upon the stewardship or management 
qf one of the most considerable districts in Bengal. We know very 
well, and shall prove to your lordships, in what manner such me~ 
rack such districts, and exact from the inhabitants the money to 
repay themselves for the bribes which had been taken from them . : .. 
And we shall prove that N obkissen, within a year from the time 
when h•e gave this bribe, had fallen into arrears to the Company, as 
their steward, to the amount of a sum, the very interest of which, 
according to the rate of interest in that country,· amounted to more 
than this bribe, taKen, as was pretended, for the Company's service.'' I 

After the defence had been made, the speech in reply 
was as follows :-

" In the settlement of his public account before he left IndiaJ 
he takes credit for a bond which he bad received from Nobkissen 
upon some account· or other. He thPn returns to England, and what 
does he do 1 Pay off? No. Give up the bond to the Company 1 No. 
He says, I will account to the Company for this money ; and when 
he comes to give this account of the expenditure of this money, your 
lordships will not be a little astonished at the items of, it. One is for 
founding a Mahomedan college. It is a very strange thing that Raja 
Nobkissen, who is a Gentoo, should be employed by Mr. Hastings to 

1 Burke's speech on the sixth charge. Tuesday, 5th May, 1789. 
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found a 1\Jahomedan college. We will allow lVIt•. Hastings, who is a 
Christian, or would be thought a Christian, to grow pious at last ; and 
as many others have done who have spent their lives in fraud, rapacity 
and peculation, to seek amends, and to expiate his crimes by charitable 
foundations. Nay, we will suppose JI.Ir. Hastings to have taken it 
into his head to turn Mahomedan (Gentoo he could not), and to have 
designed by a lVIahomedan foundation to expiate his offences. Be it 
so; but why should Nobkissen pay for it 1" 1 

In answer to the accusation Warren Hastings stated as 
follows in his written defence :-

"The last part of the charge states that in my letter to the 
Court of Directors of the 21st February 1784 I have confessed to 
have received another sum of money, the amount of which is· not 
declared but which from the application of it could not be less than 
£34,000 sterling, etc. In the year 1783, when I was actually in want 
of a sum of money for my private expenses, owing to the Company 
not having at that time sufficient cash in their treasury to pay my 
salary, I borrowed three lakhs of rupees of Raja Nobkissen, an in­
habitant of Calcutta, whom I desired to call upon me with a bond 
properly filled up ; he did so, but at the time I was going to execute it 
he entreated I wonld rather accept the money than execute the bond. 
I neither accepted the offer, nor refused it ; and my determination 
upon it remained suspended between the alternative of keeping the 
money as a loan to be repaid and of taking it and applying-it, as I 
had done other sums, to the Company's use ; and there. the matter 
rested till I undertook my journey to Lucknow, when I determined to 
accept the money for the Company's use ; and these were my mo­
tives :-Having made disbursements from my own cash for services 
which though required to enable rue to execute the duties of my 
station, I had hitherto omitted to enter into my public account, I 
resolved to reimburse myself in a mode most suitable to the situation 
of the Company's affairs, by charging these disbursements in my 
Durbar accounts of the present year and crediting them by a sum 
privately received, which was this of Nobkissen's. If my claim on 
the Company were not founded in justice and a bont'i fide one, my accept· 
ance of three lakhs of rupees from N obkissen by no means precludes 
them from recQvering that sum from me. No member of this honor· 
able House suspects me, I hope, of the meanness and guilt of present· 
ing false accounts. 

1 Burke. Eighth day of reply. Saturday, 14th June, 1794. 
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In regard to this accusation, implicating both Warren 
Hastings and Nubkissen, it has to be observed that no proof 
was given in support of it ; that it rested wholly on suspicion, 
and that eventually it fell through. The assumptions of 
fact made in support of the charge are wholly erroneous and 
unfounded. The argument for the prosecution was briefly 
as follows. All banyans are usurers : Nubkissen was a 
banyan: therefore, Nubkissen was a usurer. No usurer 
would lend money without a bond and without interest : 
Nubkissen was a usurer: therefore Nubkissen would not 
lend money without interest. Therefore the money he gave 
was a bribe. The conclusions are all logically drawn, but 
every one of the premises is wrong in fact. All banyans 
were not. usurers, and Nubkissen was not "a banyan," but 
tlw Political Banyan. Banyans were Head Assistants,. Head 
Clerks, Private Secretaries, or " Read Baboos" of Governors 
or other highly placed Englishmen. A man was never a 
banyan out of relation to others, and by himself. One could 
be a banyan only of somebody ·else. In a later time men 
carrying on particular trading or mercantile operations were 
calle~ banyans, but the banyans of N ubkissen's time were 
only personal Assistants of this or that Sahib. They may 
have lent money, but their business was not money-lending. 
And Nubkissen was never a banyan of any Sahib. He was 
the Company's Political Banyan. His functions were pub­
lic ~nd political, not private and personal. The Political 
Banyan no more resembled the ordinary personal banyan 
than the Indian "Civil Service" resembles the "Home Civil 
Service," of which two the former means a body of rulers 
and judges, and the latter a body of clerks. But whatever 
banyans might have been or might have done, it is certain 
that Nubkissen was never a professional money-lender. His 
worst enemies have never charged him with possessing 
.that character. From all that is known of his public 
life, or even of his private life, usury wou~d seem to be 
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incompatible with his character. A man of imperial ambi­
tion and statesmanlike gifts, who lived in princely style, 
made princely donations and patronised learning and the 
arts, who was religious and reverential to the core o£ his 
heart, would not be likely to deal in bonds, in interest, in 
penalties and forfeitures. The usurer is made of far other 
stuff. The lion does not crawl on the earth or burrow 
under ground ; the eagle does not hop from grass to 
grass. 

This loan of three lakhs of rupees does not degrade 
Hastings, but it exalts Nubkis.sen. It shows the generosity 
of which a Hindu is capable. Probably Burke's astonish­
ment would have been less if he had known that by the 
tenets of at least one oriental religion, that of Islam, the 
taking of·interest is prohibited. Nubkissen did what was 
specially befitting in a Hindu of his wealth and position. 
Burke could not understand why a Gentoo should care to 
found a Mahomedan college. Here was, however, a Gentoo 
of a very extraordinary type. How was Burke to explain 
his gift of land for the erection o£ a Christian Church ? 
Catholicity like Nubkissen's is rare, and it is no wonde~e that 
it elicited warm praise from the Christian community at the 
time. The following records 1 are a proof :-

Tlw 8th January 1789. 

To THE PRINTER oF THE Calcutta Ga.zette. 

SIR,-As the following conve.Y.s an instance of liberality and public 
spirit in a native· of this country, which in Europe would have done 
honour to His Grace of Northumberland, I beg your public insertion 
of it as a tribute to truth and justice, and for the right information 
of the settlement. 

I am, Sir, 
Your constant reader and a subscriber, 

(Signed) W. W. 

• (Selections from the Calcutta Gazettes of the year, 1789 to 1797, &c., &c·., 
&c., by W. S. Seton Karr, C. S., Vol. II, page 198). 
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Letter .of thanks from the gentlemen of the Church Committee to 
Maharaja Nobkissen Bahadur of Calcutta .. 

SIR, 

The Committee of gentlemen appointed by the Subscribers, for 
erecting a church to carry into effect the purposes of their subscription, 
have received from the Hon'ble the Governor-General and Council 
a copy of your durkhast, in which you give and make over to theHon'ble 
'Varren Hastings, Esquire, Governor-General, in order that a church 
may be erected t;hereon, six beegahs and ten biswas of land purchased 
by you for your own use in Calcutta. 

• This gift is a most liberal instance of your generosity, and has 
afforded to the English settlement in general a great and most season­
able aid towards giving effect to their wishes for building a place of 
public worship, and I am desired, Sir, to render you the thanks of tlie 

Committee for it. 
I am also to acquaint you that the Hon'ble the· Governor-General 

and Council entertain the same sense of your liberality, and h"ave parti­
cularly marked it in a letter which they have lately written to the 
Hon'ble the Court of Directors. . 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) BY THK SECRETARY TO THE CoMMITTEE: 

N.ubkissen had more reason t~ be in sympathy witj:J. th~ 
intellectual and _spit·itual advancement of the Mahomedans 
than with that of Christians. .There was no necessity ~n 

those days for founding a college for Europeans. in India. 
The Mahomedans were backward in education and would be 
benefited by a college. Nubkissen was intimate with the 
highest Mahomedans in the land, was familiar with their 
court life, was in touch with their society, and, above all, 
was learned in their court language, Persian. Nothing so 
much develops sympathy with a people a~ knowl,edge of 
their language. The European scholar who is learned in 
Sanskrit or Arabic has never been known to have had any 
but the most kindly feelings towards the p~ople whose classics 
they are .. And Nubkissen as a Persian scholar might be 

presumed to be naturally appreciat~ve ofMahomedan learning. 
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The most wonderful part of the bribe-theory is, that 
t:lhortly after his advance of the three lakhs Nubkissen was 
appointed Sezawul of Burdwan. The story of that appoint­
ment has already been told. The appointment was no jobbery. 
It had become necessary in the interests of the state. There 
was difficulty in collecting the revenues ; arrears had accu­
mulated, and Nubkissen was universally believed to be the 
fittest person for the office. His success justified the choice. 
It was an irksome and embarrassing task that he had to per­
form, but he did it to the complete satisfaction of the autho­
rities, and he ultimately .resigned the office of his own free 
will. Probably Burke's only authority for the charge of 
oppression and exaction by N ubkissen as Sezawul was a 
statement by Mr. Peter Moore at the trial. That gentleman 
said: "His conduct is said to be very irregular, and his exac­
tions very great, and it clearly appears so, from his pay­
ments being so much greater in amount the second year than 
they were in the first." There could not be evidence more 
flimsy than this. The first portion of it is only hearsay, and 
the rest is only a presumption arising from increased pay­
ment. Collections, however, may be made without eX<~tction, 
and the only case that came to court of alleged oppression, 
completely broke down from want of evidence. Nubkissen 
had been legally armed with some powers of a coercive 
character for the realisation of dues, and he never appears 
to have exceeded those powers. The accounts that he sub· 
mitted have never had their veracity questioned, and there 
never was any circumstance that could even raise a pre• 
sumption that he had made any illicit gains by his seza­
wulship. Burk~ flung charges broadcast of which he 
could give no proof. No one will question or und!lr-value 
his sense of justice, his love of liberty, or his sympathy with 
the Indian people. It is precisely those very feelings which 
made him so earnest in his impeachment of Hastings, and 
as Hastings was in his eyes a great criminal, he suspected 
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· everybody who had done a service to that "Captain­
General of Iniquity," or received a service from him. 
Nubkissen was tainted by an unholy association. 

Nubkissen had six wives-Heramoni, Bhowani, Kunja­
nee, Shankari, Sukee and Bilasi. They could read and 
write Bengalee,-a rare accomplishment of Hindu ladies in 
those days .. Polygamy is an institution .so repugnant to. the 
Western mind, indeed so hateful to the Western taste, in 
itself it is an institution so little defensible, that a word in 
explanation of Nubkissen's multiplicity· of wives will not 
probably be wasted. The Hindu marriage is not a contract, 
but a sacrament ; and the tie is' indissoluble. Divorce or 
judicial separation is unknown. If therefore it becomes 
necessary, on any ground, for a man to take a second wife, 
while the first is alive, he has to take her in addition to the first. 
One of the grounds on which it may become necessary to 
take a second wife is the absence of a male· child by the first. 
According to the injunc_tions of religion, the normal period. of 
a Hindu's life is divided into several stages or dsramas as they 
are called. One of these is that of married life and houskeep• 
ing. .It is grihastlta dsrama. The last is the stage of retire• 
ment and religious meditation. The real, that is, the 
religious purpose of marriage is the birth of sons. It 
is the son that confers spiritual benefit Qn the manes of 
the deceased parent. It is the son that performs the 
sraddha and offers pinda to the departed soul. • The son 
is the spiritual saviour of the parents, and torments are 
reserved in the next world for the sonless. One son at least 
is wanted for spiritual functions, and marriage is necessary 
for getting a son. All the Hindu's drttie~ in life are re­
gulated by religion, and a man's duty to marry arises from 
the necessity of having a son, If the already married wife 
or wives are barren or bear only femalE;Js, a fresh marriage 
is held, onr eligious grounds, to be justifiable, Nubkissen 
treated all his wives well and gav"e them liberal allowances, 
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but up to a rather advanced age he had not the good fortune 
-for such the Hindu deems it-to be blest with a son. His 
last marriage, that with Srimati Bilasi Dassee, took place in 
1775. Up to that year he had only a female child born 
(in 1772) unto Ranee Heramoni Dassee. It is true he 
had adopted a sou, Gopi Mohan Deb, in 1768. That at any 
rate was stated by some witnesses before the Supreme Court 
of Calcutta in the suit of Gopi Mohun Deb vs. Raja Raj­
krishna Deb Bahadur. But he had not at the date of his last 
marriage a son sprung from his loins. After that marria~ 
he had two more daughters by two Ranees, and in August 
1781 he had the supreme satisfaction of having a son born 
to him-Raja Rajkissen. 

Nubkissen had a piece of ground at Ghyretty, near 
Chandernagore, which, though small, deserves notice for the 
manner in which it had come into his possession. It was 
contiguous to the house and gardens of Nabob Cossim Ally 
Khan, who had made a grant of it to Sir Eyre Coote, who 
commanded the Army in Bengal in 1762. That General 
disposed it off to N ubkissen, who had for a time some 
difficulty in obtaining quiet possession of the property. 

Nubkissen's social leadership has been already referred 
to. It may be noted as a matter of detail that the Kayastha 
commuity of Calcutta had at first two divisions ('f"'), one led 
by Madan Datt and the other by Nubkissen. The division 
led by Nubkissen seems to have been formerly led by 
Kristo Churn Mitter. It rapidly grew in numbers and 
influence under him. 

In Calcutta N ubkissen had more than once to change 
his residence as he advanced in life, as his family (in the 
Hindu sense of the word) expanded, and as his circum­
stances improved. Calcutta consisted originally of three 
villages-Sutanati, Kalikata and Govindpur. The chief 
of these was known as Sutanati Hat, literally " Cotton 
Thread Mart." It grew up on the eastern baak of 
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the river for the sale of country-made yarns and cloths.1 

"Sobhabazar was then a jungle, though when Nobokissen, 
Clive's Munshi, settled there after the battle of Plassey; 
it rose -rapidly in buildings and population. Mention 
is made of it in 17 80 as frequented by sailors and of a great 
fire having occurred there when Jack was very active in 
rescuing the natives' property from the flames." 2 It was 
Nubkissen that made Sobhabazar. A word may be said 
about the name Sobhabazar. There have been learned 
discussions about its origin. It has been said by some 
that it means literally a baz;r of· beauty ·and is derived 
from the Bengalee words <.""'f'S1 and.<ft:sTiil. By others it bas 
been traced to the words · ~'S1 and <ft;grl~ and bas been taken 
to mean the locality where the great gathering or 1f'S1 on the 
occasion of the s1·addha of Nubkissen's mother was held. 
It is easy to see from several records that have been quoted 
that both these etymologies are wrong, that the name was 
originally written as Soubah Bazar which explains itself • 
.Sham Bazar appears to have been Oharles~s Bazar. Some 
of the localities lmown as " bazars" appear to have been 
~alled•by the names of particular Englishmen. "The house 
generally known by the name of Sankar Ghosh's is the pait1·ic 
or family inheritance which on the death of their mother de­
volved on the three brothers, the said Raja Navakrisbna, 
Bam Soonder and Manik Ohunder ; and that people do 
generally call the house Chota Baree and Puratan Ba1·ee. 
That the western wing or range of apartments of that house 
was formerly occupied by Maharaja Navakissen before he had 
built and removed to- another house on the Seat's ground 
called Burra Ba1·ee."3 "The families of Ramsoonder Bewarta, 

1 See History of British India by Sir W. W. Hunter, I, page 225. 
2 Peeps into Sol"ial Li{e in Calcutta, a century ago. By the. Rev. J. 

~ong, page 8. 
3 Deposition of Radhamohun ,Ghose in Gopinwlmn IJiib vs: Rnja RaJ· 

k1·islma olJeb Baltadu.1·. 
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Manick Chandra Bewarta and Raja N ubkissen all dined or 
messed together until the year 1180 (B.S.) when in conse­
quence of the increase of members in each family they 
found it inconvenient to continue this practice any longer 
and accordingly agreed to dine separately, each in his own 
apartments. That Raja Nubkissen also lived in apartments 
allotted to him in the paitric, or family house which he had 
enlarged by purchasing ground adjoining to it and erecting 
other buildings and joining them to his side of the apart­
ments in the pait1•ic house.1 

" " The house in whic11 
Ramsoonder Bewarta and his family lived was built by 
Raja N ubkissen ; but the ground on which it was built was 
purchased by the mother of N ubkissen. 2 " N ubkissen began 
to build a Thakom·ba1·ee, but death prevented him from 
completing it. After his death Raja Raj Kissen pulled down 
some parts of the structure and rebuilt it on a different plan. 
It was intended to be dedicated to the service of Gopinathji 
and Govindji. It was the wish of Maharaja N ubkissen that 
the sum of Rs. 50,000 should "be spent on the building. 
In 1789 the Maharaja with his wife Sukee Dasse and his son 
Rajkissen retired from the old family house to the newobouse, 
taking with him the gr~atest part of his moveable property. 
The other members of his family and the remaining wives 
of the Maharaja remained with Gopimohun Deb in the 
old family house. Nubkissen made his last will on the 13th 
May 1791 and died on the 22nd November 1797, corres­
ponding with the lOth of Agrahayan, 1204 (B.S.) 

A brief reference to some of the most conspicuous 
men that lived in or about the time of Nubkissen will not be 
out of place. Maharaja Doorlub Roy enjoyed the highest 
distinction and power at the Court of Seraj-ud-Dowlah before 
Lord Clive had set foot in Bengal. He was the first lord 
of the Treasury and maintained no inconsiderable army 

' Deposition of Kristo Mohun Deb, 
2 Deposition of Mohon Lall Bose, 
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of his own to support his dignity and to shield himself from 
danger. He commanded the troops which were sent to the 
encampment at Plassey though he does not appear to have 
been engaged in that battle. Under Meer Jaffer, he still 
continued' to preside over the exchequer ; and so great. was 
his wealth, that the Nabob and his execrable son, Meeran,. 
employed every engine of Government for more than a twelve­
month to .pillage and destroy him ; and this they would have 
inevitably effected but for the active interference of Olive.1 

• Maharaja Shetab Roy was one of the Ministers at the 
Court of Moorshedabad, where he appears to have held a 
command in the army. He was the only Hindoo of Bengal 
who in that stirring period exhibited the faintest spark of 
military courage. We find him commanding .a body of 
native troops in the battle which Knox fought under the 
walls of Patna in 1759; and the English commander bore 
the most honorable testimony to his boldness and skill. 
The author of the Seer Mutakhereen, who witnessed the 
battle from the walls of the city, says : "Knox came in the 
evening, with Shetab Roy in his company .. They were both 
covered with dust-and sweat. The Captain passed the 
greatest encomiums on Shetab Roy's zeal, activity and 
vaiour. He exclaimed several times, 'This is a real Nabob. 
I never saw such a Nabob in all my life:'" After the acqui­
sition of the Dewanny by the English, he was associated with 
Mahomed Reza Khan in the management of the finances. 2 

The Setts of Moorshedabad are too well known to 
need any detailed notice. They were the imperial bankers· 
for the three provinces ;-second in impoi'tance only to the 
Soobadar himself. No political event transpired during 
the fifty years preceding the downfall of the Mahomedans 
in which they did not bear a prominent share. It was of 
them that Burke said in the House of Commons that their 

1 The Jf'riend of India, 1838. 

J)itto, 
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transactions were as extensive as those of the Bank of 
England. It was in consequence of the vast power which 
their commercial negociations gave them, that they received 
fro~ Delhi the title of "Jugut Sett" or the Bankers of the 
world. Cossim Aly put two of the brothers to death in his 
flight to Monghyr, and the transfer of the Exchequer from 
l\ioorshedabad to Calcutta completed their decay.1 

Rajah Raj Bullub was selected for his talents as the Naib 
or Deputy Governor of the province of Dacca by Aly Verdy, 
twenty years before the journey of Lord Clive to the Uppe!· 
Provinces. A few months before the death of Aly Verdy, 
Raj Bullub's master, the Governor of Dacca, paid the delJt 
of nature. Aly Verdy, then eighty years of age, was lying 
on the couch from which he never rose, and Seraj-ud­
Dowlah, his profligate grandson, seized th"' helm before he 
had breathed his last, and proceeded forthwith to imprison 
Haj Bullub, who happened to be at Moorshedabad, that he 
might press out of the sponge some portion of the wealth 
which had been absorbed in the long administration of a 
wealthy province. Kissen Das, Raj Bullub's son, on hearing 
of his father's confinement, immediately embarked wi•h hi,; 
family and the immense wealth which his father had accumu­
lated, and under pretence of going on a pilgrimage' to 
Juggernath, stopped at Calcutta, where he obtained refuge. 
It was chagrin at the escape of so much wealth from his 
hands, that induced Suraj-ud-Dowlah, as soon as he had 
ascended the throne, to march down and attack Calcutta in 
17 56. But such is the caprice of power, that the young 
Soobadar had no sooner entered Fort William than he ordered 
hi,; palanqueeu to be set down in the square, and command­
ing Kissen Dass to be brought before him, bestowed an 
honorary dress ou him ! Within three hours after this event 
commenced the tragedy of the Black Hole. 2 

1 Tlte Frie1td of India. 18:38. 

JJitto. 
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Nubkissen's cnreer, as has been shown, was unique. 
"~avakrishna \Yas a rPpresent.ative man. In himself he 
holds up to us the mirror of his age. He lived in one 

of the most important and critical periods of our history-to 

some extent he acted that history. He was one of the lead­
et·s of our revolution, a revolution little less glorious and 

momentous in its results than the English Revolution of 
1688, and his never-failing fidelity to the English shows 

that he was immeasuren Lly above his age in political saga­

city an<l perhaps too that he was warmed by a degree of 

patriotism. But he pos;:;c:"scs a greater hi~torical interest. 
Wit.h bim pas;:etl away the generation of natives who hold 

the highe~t posts under the ]~ngli~h in Iilllia anll exl'rci:-ed 
power and infhwnec little inferior to the GoYcrnor-General." 1 

• 

• 

1 Jloolierjlw's .Magazine. April 18Gl. 



CHAPTER Xi. 
N liBKISSEN AKD · THE ENGLISH CoNQUEST. 

ScARCELY any nation in the world has followed, as closely 
or as consistently as the English, the principles which were 

laid down by a great English philosopher and man of the 
"~orld, in regard to the use that rulers have to make of their 

c_aunsellors and the degree of public recognition that is to be 
given to them, Bacon wrote :-" 'fhe ancient times do set 
forth in figure both the incorporation and inseparable con­
junction of Counsel with Kings, and the wise and politic use 

• of Counsel by Kings : the one, in that they say Jupiter did 
marry Metis, which signifieth Counsel ; whereby they intend 
that sovereignty is married to Counsel ; the other, in that 
which followeth, which wus thus: they say, after Jupiter 
was manied to Metis, she conceived by him and was with 
child ; but Jupiter f)u:ffered not to stay tili she brought forth, 
hut ate her up : whereh:r.. he became hims.elf with child, and 
was deli'\rered of Pallas ai.·med, out of his head. Which 
monst;ous fable containeth a secret of empire, how Kings 
are • to make use of their council of state ; that first, they 
ought to refer matters unto them (which is the first begetting 
or impregnation) ; but when they are elaborate, moulded, 
and shaped in the womb of their CounCil, and grow ripe 
and ready to be brought forth, that then they suffer not their 
Council to o·o throuah with the rewlntion and direction, as if it 

b 0 

depended on them, but take the matter back into their own 
hands, and make it appear to the ·world that the decrees and 
final directions (which, because they come forth with prudence 
and power are resemblecl to Pallas armed) proceeded from 
themselves, and not only from their authority, but (the more 

to add reputation to themselves) from their head and device." 

In :his respect Englishmen haYc been Baconians before 
Bacon. They have always known how to refer matters unto 
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counsellors, and, whrn they have been "elaborate, moulded 

and shaped," to take the matter back into their own hands 

aud make it appear to the world that the decrees and final 

directions proceeded from them~elves, "and not only from 

their authority but from their head and device." And 

whether formally initiated in these principles or not, they have 

invariably acted according to them by a sort of instinct in 

administering the affairs of thi~ country. They have observ~d 

those principles mo~t systematically in dealing with native 

Counsellors. The native of India is indispensable to the rule~. 
Often he is his Lest adviser, his only informant He not only 

carries his master's messages or obE'ys his orders, but warns 

him, instructt; him, fights his lmttles, save~ hi::; life or honour, 

and even go\'erns for him. IJut the native, whatever his 

~ervic~s, receives as little recognition in any history of Inclia as 

the American in a history of English literature. The country 

i:-; ,tudded with nwmorials of Englishmen who in civil or mili­

tary life haYe in any way aided in the establishment or main­

tenance of British rule, but material monuments or historical 

notices of natiYe helpers of the Englrsh cause are haJ¥1 to find. 

XPed we wondec at the omission of native names front works 

by Bnglbhmen, when there is :;carct>ly a history of Ipdia 

or even a biography of Clive or Ua~tings that mentions even 

Maharaja N nhkissen who was the friend, philosopher and guide 
of the hero of l'lassey, and to whom the Engli:;h are indebted 

for services which can scarcely be repaiLl? The English habit 

is never to recognise the individuality of the nati \"P, but al way::l 

to merge him in some Englishman or other. The Englishman 
by virtne of hi::; position in India is always the superior 

officer. Some :;ubordinate may not only be his right hand 
but his braiu, but authority tak% precedence of ability, the 

subordmate is sunk in the superior, aud though a resolution 

in a gazette may bestow compliments on a few fortunate 

natives, the writers of the more elabomte official documents 

or books of history do not :;eem to think it worth the'r while 
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to disfigure their pages by native namrs. The history of 
India, as written by Englishmrn-and no others care to 
write it-is a history of English soldiers and English rulers. 
Which history of India during the Mutinies mentions Hurrish 
.Chnnder l\'Iookerjea, and yet who could be more fitly called 
the rfght hand of Lord Canning at the time? 

"The most wonderful things," says Burke, "are brought 
aobout in many instances by means the most absurd and 
ridiculous ; in the most ridiculous modes ; and, apparently, 
~y the mo~t contemptible instruments." Again: "It is often 
impossible, in these political enquiries, to £nd any proportion 
between the apparent force of any moral cames we may 
assign, and their known operation ...... A common soldier, a 
child, a girl at the door of an inn, have changed the face of 
fortnne, and almost of Nature." Nubkissen rendered services 

to the founders of the English Empire in the East which 
certainly make him out to be an "instrumen~." He was no 
"contemptible instrument" however, for his services were 
not merely of the mf1chanical, accidental sort. They were 
not confined to any spe-cial, single occasion. They are not 
t9 be•compared to the guarding of a gate OJ' the defence of a 
bridge. They were systematic, long-continued and deliberate, 
gi;ing evidence of various intellectual and moral qualities. 
He ·was an instrument in t,he same sense in which Clive was 
himself an instrument. Both were founders of the empire, 
the one by his sword, the other by his diplomacy. As has 
been observed in a previous chapter, the inspiration of empire 
came into the soldier's mind from the diplomat. Both were 
alike instruments, for neither was, by his birth, education or 
surroundings, drawn in any necessary way to imperial tactics. 
Neither had received any training for his work, yet each 
was fittest, among the men of the time, f~n· the purpose he 
accomplished. 

The English acquisition of Indi:t is one of the most 

rnarve!lous facts of history. The circumstances that led to 
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the establishment of the Engli~h power and tlw character of 

the n•volution that wa,. accomplislwd, have b(1cn dt•;;cribcd 

with rrmarlmblP accnracy and soundne:::> of judgment by 

Prof<•Hw Ktwley. "Our U\'<Ini"ition of India," writes the 

learned hi:,;torian, "was made blindly. Nothing great that 

ha~ <'W'r hP<>n d01w by Englishmen wa,; done :-o unintention­

ally, so :weidcnta lly a~ t}w eonq lle"t of India. There has 

indePd hPen littl<' enon,,.h of calculation or contrivanc<' in orPr ,.., 
<•oloni~atiou. \Vhm our first settlers went out to Virginia and 

~ ew England, it was not intended to lay the fon..J.ldations o'' 
a mighty rPpubliean ~tatP. But h('rc tl1P event ha,- differt>d 

from the dc"ign only in degreP. \\' e did intend to et;tahli~h 
a new communit_,., and w<' cv<'n loww it would be republican 

in its tcndPncy; what was hiddr_m from us was only itR 

immense magnitndP. But in India we nwant one thing, and 

did quite another. Our ol.ject wa~ trade>, and in thi~ W<' 

were not particnla rly succe::::;ful. \Var with the native ~tate~ 

we did not think of at an till a hundred year;; after our first. 

settlement, and then we thought only of ~mel: war as might 

~upport our trade ; after thi:-: time again more than half a 

century pa~;;erl J,eforP we thought of any considerabl<•tPrri­

tMial acqni~ition~ : tlw ninetPenth eentury had almost be~un 

before the policy of acquiring an ascendency on'r the nath-e 

~tates was entert>d upon ; and om present supreme position 

cannot be said to have bPcn attained before tht> Governor­

Generalship of Lord Dalhousie, little more than a quarter of 

a century ago. All along we have been looking one way and 

modng another. " 

What was the condition of the country at the time the 

English came into power ? Let the historian answer : -­

" When we began to take pos;;ession of the country, it was 

already in a :<tate of wild anarchy, such as Europe perhaps 

has never known. \Vhat government it had was pretty 

invariably despotic, and was generally in the hands of military 

adYenturcrs, depending on a soldiery com po;:ecl of handits 
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whose whole Yocation was plunder. The Mahratta Power 
eovereJ the greater part-of India and threatened at once 
Delhi and Calcutta, while it had its head-<putrter~ at Poonab, 
and yet this power was but an organi5ation of pillage. Mean­
while in the North Nadir Shah rivalled Attila or Tamer lane· 

in his cleva~tating expeditions. It may be said this wns only 

a passing anarchy produced by the dissolution of the Mogul 
•Empire. EYen so, it would sl1ow that India is not a cmmtry 
which can endure the withdrawal of Government. Bnt 

~1ave we not a somewhat exaggerated idea of the Mogul 

Empire? Its greatness was extremely short-lived, and in 

the Deccan it seem:-: neyer rca lly to haye establis~ed itself. 
The anarchy which Clive and Hastings found in India 
was not so exceptional a stnte of things as it might seem. 
Probably it was much more intense at that moment t.han evm~ 
before, but a condition of anarchy seems almost to have 
been chronic in India since Mahmoud, and to have been but 
suspended for a while in the Northern half by Akber and 

Shah J ehau. " 
India, Professot· Seeley goes on to say, was never con­

quer~d by the English. The word "conquest" refers to some 
a~tioa done to one state by anothm·. There is war between 
two states ; the army of the one state invades the ot,her and 
overturns the government of it, or, at least, forces the govern­
ment to such humiliating terms, that it, if:' practically deprived 
of its independence. Nothing of this sort happened beh~'een 
England and India. India had no nationality, the people 
had no national feeling, and Indian powers were overthrown 
by the ai~ of the Indians themselves. "Now this is not a 
foreign conquest, but rather an internal revolution. In any 
country when government breaks down and anarchy sets in, 
the general law is that a struggle follows between such orga­
nised powers as remain in the country, and that the most 
po,Yerful of these sets up a government. In France, for in­
stance, after the fall of the House of Bourbon in 1792 a new 
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govt•rnrnrnt wa~ ~et up ch:dly through the infltwnc<' of th0 

l\lnnieipality of Pari::; ; thi:; Gowmnwnt h:t\·in.~ fallen into 

discredit a few y(•ars lat1•r wa~ ~upt>rs<'drd by a milit:try Govern­

ment wielded hy Bonaparte. ~ow India about 17;)0 wa:;in a 

condition of anarchy can~ed hy a decay in the .Mognl Empirl:' 

which had bl:'gnn at tlw deat.h of Aumngzehe in 1707. The 
imperial authority having everywherr lost. its f'orcP owr so 

vast a h•rritory, the general law began to operate. EvPry• 

where the minor organised powers began to make thein'lelve:> 

supreme. The~e powers, after the fashion of India, were• 

most commonly mer~enary bands of soldiers, commanded 

either by some provincial governor of the falling empirr, or 

by some adventurer who seized an opportunity of rising 

to the command of them, or, lastly, by some local power 

which had existed before j he establi;;hment of the Mogul 

supremacy anJ haJ never completely yirlJ.ed to it. To give 
an rxample of each kind of po,rer, the state of Hyderahad 

was founded by the satrap of thl:' great ~Iogul called the 

Niznm, the shtte o£ :M.ysore was founded by the Mussnlmnn 

al~venturer Hyder Ali, who rose from the rank~ by mere 

military ability, the grPat Mahratta confl'dPrncy of ehiPf­

tains headed by the Peiilhwa, a Bra1uninicalnot a ~[ussulman 

.Powrr, rl:'presented tlw older India of the time befor(' t!w 

Mogul. But all these powers alikr subsi~ted by mean:< of 

nwrcenary armies, they lived in a state of chronic war and 
mutual plundPr such as, I suppo~e, has hardly been witnes;.;l:'d 
in Europe except perhaps in the di~~olntion of the Oarlo­

Yingian Empire." 
Macaulay, who belongs to a very different school, comes 

to the same conclu~ion as Professor Seeley in regard to the 

political situation in India at the time that N ubkissen lived 
and worked. He writes : "ThP history of the successo!'s of 

'rheodosius bears no small analogy to that of the successors 
of Aurungz('be. But perhaps the fall of the Carlovingians 

furnishes the nearest parallel to the fall or the Moguts., .... 
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A succession of nominal sovereigns, sunk in indolence and 

debauchery, sauntered away life in secluded l'aluces, chew­

ing bang, fondling concubines, and listening to buffoons. A 

succession of ferocious invaders descended through the 

Western pa~ses to prey on the defenceless wealth of H ~ndos­
tan ... Wherever the Viceroys of the Mogul retained authority 

they became sovereigns. They might still acknowledge in 

•words the SU}Ieriority of the house of Tamerlane; as a Count 

of Flanders or a Duke of Burgundy might have acknow: 

•]edged the superiority of the most helpless driveller among 

the later Carlovingians. They might occasionally send to 

their t1tular sovereign a complimentary present, or solicit 

from him a title of honour. In truth, however, they were 

no longer Lieutenants removable at pleasure, but independent 

hereditary princes. In this way originated those great Mus­

sulm:m hon~es which formerly ruled Bengnl and the Carnntic, 

and those which still, though in a state of nssalnge, exercise 

some of the powers of royalty at Luclmow mul Hyderabad. 

In what was this confusion to end? vVas the strife to con­
tinue during eentm•ies ? \V us it to terminate in the rise of 

anoitler great monarchy? ·was the M ussulman or theM ahratta 

t.o he the I~ord of India? ·was another Baber to descend from • 
the mountains and to 1ead the hardy tribes of Cabul and 

Chorasan against a 'walthier and less warlike race ? None of 
these events seemed improbable." 

\Vhut learned historians have been able to observe after 

a long and careful observation Nubkissen ~nw at once with 

the shrewd eye of a practical statesman. Bis attachment 

t,o the English was formed, as has been seen, not after 
the Company had acquired power and importance, but in 

the days of their helplessness and depression. Persecuted 
' expelled from the town, and driven to take secret refuae 

"' on the banks of the river at Fulta, they received information, 

provisions and ot,her assistance from none but Nubkissen. 

At u~speakable risk to himself be came to their aid. All 
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his relations with the Company beeamn more intimate and 

his insight into Engli,.:h cha~·acter deeper, the SPntimcntal 

attachment ripcned into a genuine estecm. He C<lllW to be 

convinced of the strength, tlw talent", the righteot1sness 

of tlw small band of foreigncrs. \Vh<'n false charges were 

brought against him they were inquired into with scrupulous 

care and pronounced to be falst>. \Vhrn by an enor of the 

authorities, rights to certain lands were conferred on him• 

·which legally lwlong0d to another, and a complaint was madP 

by that person, t.he gmnt was revoked after a due inquiry and• 

compensation made. In spite of their feelings of kindness 

towards him and their appreciation of his S('rvices, they 

administ0red strict justice between him and a stranger. The 

recorded examples of English firmness, courage and justice are 

as nothing compared to the many experiences which N nhki,;sen 

must have had in his daily relations with them. The edifice 

of 1\Iahomedan supremacy was crumbling and it was hopeless 

to buttress it up. It was suffering not from the violence of 

a sudden shock, but from the dry rot which nothing could 

cnn', and the inevitable consequence:> of which were decay 

and min. The ~oul had departed from the rule witif thf' 

J'ustice of Akber. Riahteousnc~s <>xalteth a nation. It 
~ . 

alonP sanctifies a m1e. Aurungzebe ,;ubstituted force for 

justicP, and though the strPngth of hi,; military arm kept 
up a good show a;: long as he lived, the handwriting 
on the wall had already manifested itself. The tottering 

frame lingered on through a few more reign~, but its 
doom had been sealed by the policy of reaction which had 

commenced. The Hindu power was ext.inct beyond the hope 
of a revival. The scattered forcPs wem not str•mg enough, 

and they wanted coherence and a leader. There were ne 

materials in the country out of which a new order could be 
evoked. The deliverance was provided from a foreign sourcP. 

N ubkissen, so far as he helped the consummation, did 
so out of the same neceso:ity which compelled Englishm~n to 
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inv,it( .\Villiam of Orange to occupy the throne rendered 
J~ant by the constructive _abdication of James II. An 

'i~dependent, patri~tic, homogeneous nrrtion like the_ English 

h_-ad in the- circumstances of that e!'!Och no alternative but 
.t~ ·looi\: to a foreign source for relief from the threatening 
anarchy. The_ necessity was clearer in India in the circum­
stances of the times in which N u bkissen lived. 

The hand of Providence is no mere metaphor. The more 
closely we look into the lives of individuals and nations and 

' into the way in which epoch-making events occlll', the 
more are we liable to be convinced that a force not ourselves 
rules the affairs of men. It is not a blind force, but a Will. 
And it is a ·wm that is not capricious, but that operates through, 
iE it is not identified with, a Law which is the very standard 
and type of Righteousness. There have been some times 

palpable manifestations of the Will. What was that fairy­
like female figure that stimulated to heroic exertion the 

Cfreek s~amen whose anns Were faltering at the commence­
ment of the battle of Salamis? It seems E'asy for a certain · 

class of thinkers to dispose of, on (t p1'io1'i grounds, all such 
indt1ents or reports as fiction. If properly examined the.r can­

not be lightly dismissed ; and their number is not insignificant· 
• .. What theory of natural causation or necessary law will explain 

the visions that .Joan of Arc saw, the cap::wities she suddenly 

acguired, the results she achieved? How did the -;imple 

village girl come to be a commander of armies nn_d the 
winner of battles against veterans ? It is worthy of note 
that several of the most remarkable men of history, men 
whom the world is c0ntent .to credi~ with extraordinary 

merits as the real cause of their achievements, felt 

themselves to be nothing more than the instmments of a 
Divine Purpose. The English commanders who put the 
Spanish Armada to flight deserve credit no doubt for their 

cour'age and strategy, but several of them were conscious of 
the Irelp they reteived from the elements, and the Sovereigns 
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concrrne<l saw and felt deeper. Philip II. said that he ~ad 

llCI'l'l' eonntrd on being ealled upon to fight God and man, 

and ~lle('ll ~~lizal>etl,, neither imbceile in intellect, nor un­

willing to claim credit Eor her officers, expressl:'d her ~on­
viction in the memorable words of her medal. 

Of Cromwell's faith the evidence is overwhelming. In 

his despatch addressetl to the speaket· of the House of Com­

mons after the battle of ::'{ aseby he writes :-"This is none • 

other but the hand of God, and to Him alone belongs the 
glory, wherein none are to share with him." Again: "Thus • 

I have given you a true, hut not a full account of this great 

business ; whHE>in he that rnns may read, that all this is 

none otlwr than the work of God. He must be a vt:lry 

Atheist who dot~s not acknowlrdge it." "Sir," he wrote on the 

battle fie1<1 of Pre~ton, "thi,.; is nothing but the hantl of God." 

Writing to Colonel Hammond in ::'{ovembE>r 1648 he notice,; 

hig own victorirs in tllf• following terms :-"We h:we not 

bern without om shatr of brholding some remarkable provi­

dence& anti appearances of the Lord." ".:\iy dear friend," he 

goes on, "let u,.; look into providences ; ,;urely they mean 

somewhat. They hang Ao together ; have been so constant, so 

clear, unclond<>d." ]{pferring to the 3rd SPptemher 165•1 
he says in a <lespateh : -" Thi,- day twelvemonth was glorious 

at Dunbar, this day hath bPen glorious at Worcester. The 

word then was ' Th" f-ord of 1/osts' and so it was now ; and 
indeed the Lord of Ho,;ts wa-; wonderfully wiLh us." Are 

assertions like tht'~e to be takrn in a com·entional sense, a,; 
the expression of a mere ceremonial humility? Most em­

phatically no. They represent his deepest convictions. They 

were the result of his inspirations and experiences. His 
contemporary, Milton, whose lot was cast in another sphere 

of life, felt like him that he was working ever under the Task­

master's eye, and was conscious, from an early period, of his 

being destined to leave some work that posterity would not 

willingly let die. Napoleon's faith in the occult arts or, r:fther, 
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in the occult forces of nature has become proverbial. He said on 
a ·certain occasion, "My presentiments have never deceived 
me.", Presentiments are inspir~tions and ·not the results 
of experience. But experience has often tended to confirm 
antecedent faith. The circumstances under which ·William III. 
landed in England convinced him that Providence had directed 

his movements for the deliverance of the English people. 
• As God is the one Cause cf the universe, His is the one 

Pmpose which rules in life. The Divine Will does not destroy 
• human freedom, but directs it. Some of the greatest of men 

have felt this guidance and have regarded themselves as 
favoured and glorified by it. When three suc.:;essive at­
tempts to commit suicide failed, I Hive is said to have observed 
that; he must be reserved for something great. He may have 

had no direct inspiration, but in nearly every military opera­
tion in which he wa~ engaged he was helped by "accidents. " 
The so-called accidents play a great part in life, but what the 
vulgar judgment regards as an accident is often only a 
special dispensation of Providence. The world is not ruled 
by aceidents, nor by physical force, nor by law i£ it means 
me~~1anical necessity or arbitrary sequence. "Through the 
ages an increasing purpose runs. " And i£ at times false­
• hood seems to triumph over truth, or right to give way to 
might, the tact is to be regarded in no other light than the 
sufferings, in private life, of a righteous man or the pros­

perity of a rogue. Unseen conditions are at work which 
inted'ere with a proper reading of the facts, and it has 
to be remembered that for the settlement of accounts there is 
all eternity at the disposal of the Most High. "The .Moral 
Law is· written on the tablets of eternity." . In accordance 
witq that law great men (or women) arise for the deliver­
ance-political, intellectual or religious-of mankind or a 
section of it. These persons, whether political rulers or notl are 
possessed of a true Divine Right. They are instruments of 

the Divine Will. Their ability gives them only fitness as 
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instrument~. The circumstances which conduce to the succesfl 

of their mi~sion are mould~d by an unset'n hand. And there 

is a Divinity that shapes their ends. 

'l'he English conquest of India, if conquest it can be callc•d, 

is, more than any other event of equal importance, a Divine 

dispensation. There was a manifest disproportion between 

means and results. The unexpected happened eYeryday during 

the period of transition. The old rlgime pa:,sed a way like thr • 

baseless fabric of a vision. Armies and empires seemed to 

melt into thin air before the very eyes of men. TllP English 

came into the country as tradrrs ; they found themselve~ 

rulers. Clive's triumphs have a magical charact<•r about them, 

almost as marked as those of La Pucelle. They read like 

fable. The English did not fight their way to the musrwd, 

but were wafted to it as hy a propition>< breeze, of which none 

can say whence came it or how blew it. 

X ubki~sen was carried along the tide : at the ~ame tinw 

he was one of the chief forcrs that contributed to the con­

:;unmuttion. Posterity has no reason to regret his policy or 

his actions ; on the contrary, it :;hould he grateful for his 

services. Experience had 8hown that not only no ittdi­
genous power was fitted to restore peace, ordt>r and goo~ 

government to the country, but that no western power 
except the English wa::; t>qual to the ta~k. Jt was not ~uperior 

strength so much as superior wisdom and justice which placed 

the country in the hands of the English. Strength would 

have been displayed in con<ilwst, but the English obtained 

their power not so much by conquest a8 hy ces:;ion and 

agreement.. English management of po~~e:s,;ions was often 

welcomed by powers and people8. 

The empire ·which was acquired by wi:;dom am\ justice will 

be retained by the same qualities and by them alone. Justice 

even more than wisdom i::; the strength of a Government, 

and when it fails, the powers of righteousness make it go. 

The heavens themselves " arm against pe1jured kings." There 
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comes a time when the load of iniquity is too heavy to be borne 
and the empire sinks under the weight. It is difficult to conceive 
even the possibility of English rulers abandoning justice or 
lowering the standard o£ it. The Proclamation made by Her 
late Majesty Queen Victoria in November 1858, on assuming 
the direct sovereignty of India, is a remarkable documentfor its 
pronounced and emphatic affirmation of principles of justice,­
~qual rights, religious toleration, a fair field to intelligence 
and character. That Proclamation cannot fail to be a perpet­

•ual guide to Indian ruler,;:. At any rate, it will always remain-
as an ideal. which Governments, in spite of occasional lapses, 
will generally strive to realise. 

There is no fear of any honest-minded ruler going wrong 
if he remembers the principles of that charter,· and if in 
carrying out innovations he follows the method which in 
England has proved so successful, the method not of Revolu­

tions but of Evolution. About the worst evil o£ foreign rule is 
its tendency to arrest the natural and spontaneous development 
of a people. Not all the imported blessings that a conquer­
ing race can offer, can compensate for the loss of a healthy, 
natu~l growth. Art never supplies the want of Life. England 
c~nnot be charged with any _conscious attempt to interfere 
with the free development of the intelligence, the character· 
and the institutions of the Indian people ; on the contrary, 
she deserves their gratitude for her endeavours to aid that 
development. Some deterioration may arise, however, in 
.consequence of the inevitable conditions of the new life. 
At least one such instance was discovered long ago. A 
remarkable passage occurs in a minute by Philip Francis 
recordeJ in the proceedings (Public Department) of the 4th 
N ovem her 17 7 6, and said to be " in consequence of the 
Governor-General's minute of the 28th April last on, the 
subject of the trade to Suez." It runs :-

" The consumption of foreign commodities by the natiws of 

Bengat is very inconsiderable. Cotton, the chief article of imrJort, is 
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the material of manufacture for exportation. But the productions of 
Bengal have been in request in almost every part of the world. The 
returns were received in specie. The parsimonious industry of a 
simple unenlightened people imposed a natural tribute on the in­
dolence or luxury of the most powerful and polished nations. In 
these circumstances the growing balance of trade accumulated and the 
country flourished under a despotic Government. 

"It is material to the present inquiry to observe that there is no 
period of time at which the foreign trade has been conducted by an¥ 
but foreigners; .consequeiJtly its continuing to be so is not an assign­
able cause of the decline of the country. The Hindu is attache~ 

to the soil which gave him birth, by the plan and principle of his 
religion. Nothing but external violence ean remove him from it. 
Nature bas encouraged him by every prospect of advantage to be a 
husbandman or a manufacturer. It is no more compatible with hiH 
interest than with his genius, constitution and habits of life to be 
a mariner, or an adventurer, in the retail of commerce. The foreigner 
must come home to him and purchase at his door. In this sense, if 
selling be tl1e essential property of commerce, Bengal was a commercial 
nation of the first order; other nations were but the agents of her 
fundamental industry and the retailers of her original produce. 
Before the introduction of the British dominion, these were truths un­
questionable. The wonderful mass of wealth we found here proves 
without argument the actual lenity of the ancient Government and • the simple unerring wisdom of its institutors. Bengal has changed 
its masters : does this single change, or any consequences attendi,ilg 
it, imply a necessity of altering the whole political and economical 
system under which it formerly prospered ? . . . The happiness 
of a nation-connected, perhap8, with prejudices and indifferent 
to the Governing Power-their long-established constitution, is a 
dangerous subject for political experiments. The object wastes under 
the attempt to improve." 

The evil referred to is ~enous. TherP an' rea~on:-; to 

fear that similar other evils may have arisen in spite of the 

intention of the Government and the people to avert tlwm. It 

is not easy to prevent by conscious effort the operation of 
social and economic laws. It i~ enough if Dev<>lopment--and 

Progress has no better meaning than as thP development of 

Order-is steadily kept in view as the end. Edncauon is 
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another name for development., and if England's mission to 
the East is to be described in one word, it is education. The 
education which the country expects at the hands of Govern­
ment is twofold. It is, first, an intellectual training, such as 
is given and received in academies. of various kinds, literary, 
or technical, and, secondly, it is political and civic education, 
which can be given and received only through political insti-' 
tutions by the exercise of rights and the discharge of duties. 
Self-Government and Trial by Jury are institutions which 
~mve their value in this country, not so much as satisfying 
popular demands as tending to educate the people. 

India has been learning much from her western rulers 
and has still a great deal to learn. She has to acquire the 
treasures of western science and the methods of science. She 
has to learn the value of order and system, of classification 
and analysis, of criticism and questioning. She has to acquire 
the scientific spirit. She has to acquire the western arts of 
political life, the arts of organisation, the western notions of 
individual right, of public duty, of the responsibilities of 
power and wealth, of legal and political equality. She has 
to aequire the western virtues of industry and self-reliance. 
B.ut she has not only to receiv·e, but to give, and there is a 
great deal that she is very well fitted to give. The East 
has always been the spiritual instructor o£ the West, and her 
occupation is not yet gone. 

The East is the land not of mere asceticism, but of every 
form and variety of spiritual thought. "Thought" is probably 
not the correct wvrd. This land of the sun is pre-eminently 
the land. ~f Vision, Hevelation, Ecstasy. It is the land of 
seers and saints. In contrasting the European and Asiatic 
temperaments 1\Ir. Meredith · Townsend observes :-"The 
truth is the European is essentially secular-that is, intent 
on securing objects he can see; and the Asiatic essentially 
religious-that is, intent on obedience to powers which l1e 
cimn"t see, but can imagine." He is essentially right, but 
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the Asiatic claims that the powers he obeyt~ can not only lw 

imagined by him, but are, as he thinks, often seen by h~m. 
The visions of the forms in which the Deity is believed to 

have manifested Himself, are, Yery largely at any rate, the 

origin of the idolatry which prevails. It is no information 

to the Hindu that God is one, but he believe,; that this one 

God is not only present in everything but has manifested 

Himself in many forms, and he therefore thinks it fitting to• 

worship Him in one or other of these forms. Hinduism does 

not mean idolatry, ritual and polygamy, any more than • 

Christianity means courtship, divorce, re-marriage of divorced 

wives, hands in diplomacy and brutality in war. No religion 

ought to be judged by the Lehaviour in private or social 

life of its latter-day votaries. The purest metals are covered 

with dross or rust in course of time ; and actual life ,;eldom 
illustrates ideals. 

The prospect of the Hindu race is uncertain, even 

gloomy. It will receive no recruits from other religions, 

but cau lose members to them. It will be extinct by the 
disintegration of its society. Union by marriage with any 

other race ,yiJl also tend to extinguish it. InsteadJ of 

acquiring greater coherence every day and tending to national 
unity, it is splitting up· into more and more classes and sect;. 

The breeze of materialism has been unsettling the minds of 

men and disturbing their faith through western learning and 
contact with western life. In the absence of a Hindu regime 
there are no agencies possessed either of moral or civic power 

for effecting the needful reforms, re-adjusting society, evoking 
order out of chaos and breathing new life into the Hindu 

people. Regeneration app€ar,; to he impossible, di::~solution 

pretty certain. ·what then is the hope of the Hindu ? Scarce­

ly anything Lut this, that the crcP.d whid1 dies ·with the Hindu 
may live on in the European. If thP Hindus, before they pass 

away, can communicate to some at least of th<' sons of the West 
all that is best in their religion, their philosophy and their 
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ideals of life, they may die content. The principles, the ideas, 
t~e habits will remain·; their possessors alone will be changed. 
The new possessors will ·probably cherish them with more 
earnestness, defend them with greater zeal and energy, develop 
and propagate them in a m~re effective way. The hope 'of the 
devout Hindu is in the European .. He may well fear th~t he 
will leave 'no other heir in the spiritual sphere. 

• Thet·e is little in the way of moral principles that the 
Hindu has to teach to the European. But Hinduism is 

• not only a code of morals, but an interpretation of the 
unseen. It has something very distinctive to tell us about 
man's origin and destiny; it points out to us the means 
of getting at spiritual realities, and of placing ourselves 
in contact with the world beyond this. The Hindu's faith 
is based not so much on the scriptures as on experience­
on inspiration, on vision, on positive proofs of 'the Divine 
will. The Hindu Yogi or Sannyasi is the mainstay of 
the Hindu religion. It is he that accounts for the wonderful 
vitality of the Hindu creed. For, quite independently of the 
scriptnres, it is he that has given proof!', from generation to 
gen•ration, of direct relations between God and man. He is 
a living proof himself, of the possibility, by the Hindu 
n~ethod, of knowing God, of ascertaining His will. and 
receiving His favours. Daily proofs are given in. this land, 
of the reality of the Hindu faith, of the efficacy of Hindu 
worship, prayer and devotion. The Hindu, therefore, does -
_not very much care to discuss his faith with others, for he does 
not rest his faith merely on authority or logic. He may lose 
many a battle on the logieal arena and yet his faith is 
unshakr.n, for he cannot get rid of the personal experiences of 
himself or of others that he comes in contact with. His sheet 
anchor is not a single ancient Revelation, but daily and 
hourly revelations on many an occasion of danger, difficulty 
and doubt. His scriptures are a guide for the solution 
of difficulti~s of a metaphysical or theological kind, but his 
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chief resource and consolation is in the exploration of the 
occult. 

He does not claim a monopoly of Divine favour or of 
the capacity of holding communion with the Divine. If others 
share the advantages he will not be jealous. It is enough for 
him as a member of a dependent, despised, and materially 
backward race to vindicate his own position as a seeker of 
spiritual truth. And he can only regret the course of thought. 
by which, in other countries than his own, the spiritual adept, 
the open-eyed seer, the recipient of inspiration, should have• 
come to be called a mystic. 

Hinduism as a religion is not :>o much a creed as a 
capacity, not so much a doctrine as a discipline. Hence is 
bound up with it a system for the regulation of life. If the 
discipline and the capacity could be communicated to the sons 
of the West, the Hindus would be glad to hand down to them 
their country and their traditions. While they themselves 
would be advancing in objectivity and industrialism, the 
balance of the world's forces would be maintained by the 
communication of their inwardness and delicacy of spiritual 
fibre to the Aryans of another clime. Already the Ea~~tern 
light has penetrated and illumined a few select minds in 
England, on the western continent, and even in the New W orfcl, 
and if over-crowded England should eyer est.'iblish a colony in 
this land, the exchange of services between the East and the 
·west would receh·e signal facilities. A colony is not essen­
tial, however, for the communication of influences. Even 
under existing comlitiops the forces of Europe and Asia 
would act on each other. The A:>iatic would be secularised, 
the European would be spiritualised. The education of both 
would be complete, for the truest eulture is that which does 
not over-weight the existing capacitie:;, but supplies their 
defects. And not till that education has come about, can the 
mission of the English Conquest be taken as realised. The 
Hindu may be pardoned if he flatters himself that it wa~ 
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tt providential regard for Hindu interests that made Britain's 
banners float on Indian soil. He would have been swept 
away under the old rule; he was saved under the new. God 
had listened to his prayers. And if he was coming to be 
feeble and his society effete, the same benign Destiny .also 
provided that all that was best and highest in his creed, 
his constitution and his life, would pass, before his extinction, 

• to a new, more healthy and more vigorous race, better fitted 
to keep it alive. His creed and his country had been saved, 

• and he might well be persuaded that the political revolution 
that he had lived to witness was one more triumph of his 

religion • 

• 
• 
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APPENDIX I . 

• i 

Genealogical Table of the Sovabazar Raj amily. 

RA!I CHAHAN DEB. 

.' . -,-
Ram Soond"r. 

I 

I 
Manikya 9hundcr. 

I 

Krist~ Mohun. 
. I 

.BroJO Mohun. 
I 

Gopee 1\fohun 
(adopted by Nubkissen). 

Radh" I Krishna. Go pee 
1
Krishno. 

I 
I 

Raj N ~train. 

• I 
.I Jaga.t Krishna.. 

I 
.f' 'l'aran Krishna. 

. I I 

I 
I 

Ram Ratan. 
I 

Sree Narain. Hnro ~arain. 
I • 

I 
Raja Bahadur Prossn.nno N arain Deb. 

I 
Upendra. 

I I 
Jatindm Krishna. Joy Krishn<t . 

I I I 

I 
Shih. 

I 
Gopal Krishna 
[and other•]. 

I . I 
.8.slm 'l'osh. Pashupati. Rrtja Shib Krishn<t. Raja B~hadur Kali- Raja Debi Krishnrt. 

I 
Raja Apurba Krishna. 

1 Krishlla, K.G.S. I 
I I I I 

Bhoopendra. J ogendra. Manindra. Surendra. 

I 
Raja Bahrulm· Harenrlra l{ri:.:hlln. __. 

I 
Ananda. 

I 
Uday. 

I 
I 

Kumar. 

I 
Atul. 

I 
I 

~bharaja Nubkissen Bahadur. 

I 
II 

Raja Gopec Mohun D¢b Bahadur (adopted). 

Raja Sir Radha Kant Deb\Bahadur, K.C.S.I. 

I 
Ra:a Raj Krishna Bahadllr. 

I I 

I tl I 
Mahendra Narain Deb. Raja Bahadur Rajendra Narain DBb . Debendra N arain Deb. 

I . I . 
Rrtja M:tdbab Krishnrt. M<t.harajn. Kamal K1·ishna . 

I 
Mrtharaja Bahn.<iur Sir Narendra 

. I 
RrtJa Jadav Krishna. 

I 
Woopendm. 

. I 
If 

Broje~dra. 

I 
An1ar0ndra. I 

Nil Krishna. 

Krishna, K.O.l.JiJ, 

I 
I I i _-\ I I 

Gopendra. Sailendra. Dipendr;..-1\ianabcndra. Dharcndra. Jatin dra. 

f 

t 

_,,.-/· 

I 



APPENDIX II. 

NADODS OF BENGAL 

(1740-1793). 
1740. Ali V erdy Klmn. 

17 56, Seraj-ud-dowlah, grandson, hy danghtrr, of the preceding. 

1757. Meer Jaffer. 

1760, Cassim Ali Khan. 

1763. Meer Jaffer. 

1765. Nndjum-nd-dowlah, son of the preceding. 

l766, Syef-ud-dowlah, brother of the preceding, 

l 770. Mobarik-nd-dowlah, brother of the preceding. 

• 1793. Nazir-ul-l\1nlk, son of the preceding. · 

¢ 
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Arzbr_qi Daftar, 53. 
Arzee, from Nubkissen, 137. 
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abolished the post of Naib Shaheb, 
112; declared the Council dissolved, 
124 ; his abetting the prosecution 
of Nuncomar, 134; charge against 
him by Burke of his receiving 
bribe from Nubkissen, HH•; his 
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statement, 198 ; ·reference to, l, 2, 
7, 11, 81, 86, 89, 95, 97, 10-1, .us, 
140. • 

Hickey's Ben!Jal Gazette, reference 
to, 183, 184. 

Hidayet Ali Khan, referimce to, 108n. 
Higly or Hidgly, 5, 107, 109, 139. 
Himalayas, reference to; 182. 
Hindoo Idolat?·y, reference to, 32n. 
!Ji.ndoo Patriot, The, reference to, 7. 
Hiramani Dasee, Rani. 304. 
Bixtor·?t of Benf111l, By Rev. J. C. 

• . Marshman. reference to. 20. 
lli>tory of ·B1•iti.1h India, by Sir 

W. W. Hunter. 205n. 
• Iii~tory of the llfilitm•y Tran.Jactfvns 

of the British ll1ations i1< Indostan 
reference to, 12n. 

Hoissard, Mr., reference to, 27, 28. 
Holkar, reference to, 1. 
Holme, Mr. John, reference to, 89, 90, 

91, 139 ; reference to his note, 140. 
Hope Hall, reference to, 7. . 
Hosea, Mr., reference to, 159. 
Hossein Cooley Khan, 12. 
House of Bourbon, reference to, 215. 
Hugli, reference to, 12, 17, 108, 109, 

ll3, 114. 
Hunehapore, 140. 
Huzzoor Novesy, reference to, 114. 
Hyde, Mr. Justice, 127, 128, HiS 
H~·<ler Ali, reference to, 21G. 

I. 
Imp~, Sir Elijah, reference to, 10.}, 

126, 127, 128, 131. 134, 135. 
lndar Jat Perkhee, 110. 
I•gham, Dr., reference to, 27. 
Ishwara Chandra, Raja, reference to, 

184. . 
Islam, 200. 

J. 
. Jagat Sett., killed by Nabab Kassim­

rt1y, 44 ; Teferen~e to, 35, 4:1, iiO, 
lll, ll7, 208 . 

.Jagheers, 114. 
Jafferaly Khan, Nrtbob, reference to, 

43, 44, 53, 
,Tatimala Karha?·i. f>:l. 
.Telingeer River, 12. · 
Jessore, reference to, 33. 
. Joan of Arc. her visions. 2111. 
Johnson, Mr.. reference to his 

friends, 26. 
Johnston, John, Governor, 24, 50. 
.Jonrnal of tlte A8iatio Soeiet,?/, re­

ference to, 19n. 
Judges, reference to, 29, 126, 128, 

135, i63, 164, 

Judicial kutchery, 129. 
Juggernath, reference to, 12 ; re. 

ference to the pagoda of, 12 ; 
reference to the pilgrimage of,· 208. 

Jupiter, reference to, 211. 

K. 
Kabis, 186. 
Kamala Kanta, 184, 
Kansona, a village, reference to, 4. 
Kassimaly Khan or Nabob Mir 

Cossim was appointed Subadar, 44 ; 
removed from Moorshedabad to 
Monghyr, 44; treach·.erous ly 
killed the English, 44 ; his flight. 
to 1\'longhyr, 208 ; was defeated at 
Oody Nullah, 44; his escape, 44: 
was reinstated by Clive as Subadar: 
44 : his war with Meer Jaffer. 110 : 
his· flight, 111 ; reference to hi~ 
letter, ll4 ; reference to his house 
and gardens, 204 ; put to death 
two Sett brothers, 205. . . 

Kayastha, reference to, 71 ; divi~ion 
into Kulins and llfmililM, 170 171 
173, 191. , . ! 

Kelsall, Mr., reference to, 27. 
Kerrill Chand, Rajah, 84, 
Khalsa, extract from the Proceedings 

of the, 79 ; reference to the record, 
of, Si'>, 138, 139, 148, 150, lfil. 1i)3. 
1M ; reference to the cutchery o( 
107 ; reference to the treasury of: 
137 ; reference to, 82. 86. 88. 114 
152. ' ' ' ' 

fOwled, 45, 46, 60. 
Killa, 69. · 
King 1'8. Rajah Nubkissen, reference 

to the rase of. li\7, 
Rishen or Kissen Dass. son of Raja 

Rajbullabah, reference to. 12. fs. 
208. . . 

Kissan de buss, 67 . 
Rissen, 58. 
Kissen Ram Bow. 109. 
Kissnaram, Rajah, 84, 
Knott., Mr. John, 26. 
.Knott, Captain G~>orge. reference to, 

27. 
Knox, Captain, reference to-his battle 

of Patna, 207. 
Krishna Chundra Rai, Maharaja . 

reference to, 179. 195. 19fi. · · 
Kslu;t1•iya., 169. · 
Kulu.grantha, 173. 
Kulins, reference to, 170 ; their 

division into Uttara Rari and 
Daskina Rarhi, 170-175, 

Kunjani, Rani, a wife of Nubkissen. 
203. . 
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L. 
Lalla 'vuok Ram, Mahratta Yakeel, 

98,' 
Lawr( ;e, Mr. reference to, 160. 
Le Mr tre, Mr. Justice, 127. 
Levett Mr., reference to, 28. 
Livius dr., reference to, 1811, lH4. 
Life 1!,. 'i"1•anr'i.•, Merivale'g, reference 

to, I ·· 
Life 0j ~obert L<tr<l Clir<'. reference 

to, 1 t, 18n. · 
.T,ife o; Warrm IilU!tin,q.•, reference 

to, 1 • 
Long, : ptain, reference to, 15;:;, 
Long, : v. J., reference to. 13. 2 I. 
Luckn< , 217. 

M. 
Macau] 

rem a 
In din 
7. hi· 
in' In 
Shah 
103. 1 ~ 
Nunc< 
his cc 
Asiati• 
tion ol 
viewo 
217. 

, Lord, reference to his 
l of Englishmen about 

; his reference to Thurlow, 
reference to Clive's work 
1, 51 ; his remarks on King 
lum, 51 ; reference to him, 
, 132, 134 ; his estimate of 
ar' s character, 105, I 07 ; 
lemnation of Bengalee and 
1haracter, 122 ; his descrip· 
runcomar's mind, 120; his 
the English conquest, 216, 

.Madras, 
Maecena: 184. 
Magooa, · 
1\Iahabat 
Mahin del' 
Mahishac 
Mahmouc 
Mahratta 

ken by Clive, 15. 
mg, see Ali Yerdi. 
>re, 141. 

215. 
Mal Adlt 
Malcolm, 

his refe' 
11. 

Malguzar; 
Malleson, · 

capture 
remarks 
to,19,10 
intrigue 

Maniek Ct 
Nubkiss. 
title of i 

1\fanick C 
appointe 
15 ; fled 

MantMs, 1 
Marshman, 

~0. 

1 5, 107, 
~eference to, 215, 
?ower, reference 

~.53. 

to the, 

r John, reference to, 219 ; 
nee to Seraju-ud-dowlah, 

80, 108, 141. 
1lonel, his reference to the 
• Chandernagore, 17 ; his 
bout Clive, 20, reference 
his record of N uncomar's 
06. 
nder Bewarta, brother of 
, 5, 84, 205, 206 ; got the 
y, 45. 
mder Bewarta, Raja, 
Governor of Calcutta. 
Moorshedabad, 15. · 

ev. J. c., reference to, 

:Harriott, 1\Ir. William, reference to, 141+. 
Jlarut Yofflta, 181. 
llfasuad or musnud, 8, H, 53. 
lllay, Robert, reference to, 25. 
Mayor'ti Court, reference to, 2R. 
Juggut Narain, 156. 
Meer Hootecbullee. lOt;, 
:Meer Jaffer. l\Iir i\fahomed Jafar or 

,J afar AI{ Khan. 1·eference to his 
elevation to Subadar, 2; formed an 
alliance with Clive, Hi ; went with 
Olive to Moorshedabad, 18 ; Clive 
placed him on the masnad, 18 ; • 
reference to the sums gmnted 
by him towards restitution and 
donation~, 32; extortion by tbe • 
English, 33 ; Nuncomar's attach· 
ment to him, lOii ; his quarrel 
with Doolubmm, 10!1, 110 ; his war 
with Mir Oossim, 110; was 
succeeded by Najim·ud-dowlah, 111; 
reference to his widow, Munny 
Begum, 118, 124 ; reference to his 
son, Meeran, 207 ; reference to his 
exchequer, 206. 

l\Ienere-ul-Dowlah, Nabob, 55. 
Merivale, reference to his work, 

Lift} of l!'rancil, 133. 
Metis, reference to, 211, 
Metre, Govinram, 72, i3. 

, Juggutbullubh, Roy, 1ii6. 
, Juggutnarain, 150. 
., Kiss.enram, 105 . 

Kristo Churn, 20+. 
, Radha Churn, 20+. • 
,. Raghunuth, 137, 138. 
, Dr. Rajendra Lalla, 7. 

Middleton, Mr., reference to, 31, lllB. 
Midnapore, 5. 
llfihinder, Maharaja, 54. 
Mill, reference to, 2, 103. 
Milton, his faith in Providence, 21!1. 
Mohun Pershnd, 12i. 
J\lojumdar, Budden Chund, 156. 
Moneer-ud·din Khan, 5, 45, 
Monghyr, 44. 
Monson, Colonel reference to, 97 

124, 134. 
Mookerjea, Hun·ish Chunder, refer· 

ence to, 213. 
illooke~;jie's 1lfaga::ine, reference to, 

54n, 17ln. 
Moolajore, 52. 
Moonshee or ~iunshi-10, 13. 
Moore, Peter, Mr, 98, 100, 202. 
Mooragacha, 14. 
Moorshedabad or Muxadabad, refer· 

ence to, 4, 5, 10, 13, 14, 15, 30, 
36, 44, 49, 80 97, 108, 113, 118 ; 
was taken by Clive, 16, • 



Mortagile, 30. 
1\fozuffer J.ung, reference to, 17, 44, 

111. 
lllmtlicks, reference to, 170. 
l\iuchulka, 90, 138, 
M:ujmooadar, Devidas, reference to, 4. 
Mullick Abdul Wayed, 79, 81, 82, 

88, 89. 
Mullick Bung, 181. 
Munny Begum, reference to, ll8, 12!. 
Munshikhana, 114. 
Munsoor-ul·Malack. 69. 
Munro, Major, reference to, 30, 40, 
Muradabad, 75, 
MU1l~i D11jtar, 58. 
Mushrefee, 114. 
Mustapha khan, 107. 
Mustofygurry, 114. 
Mutsuddies, reference to, 90, 103. 
l\lysore, reference to, 216, 
Nadir Shah, reference to, 21.5. 
Nagree, 129, 
Napoleon, his belief in presentiments, 

221. 
Narry Hurry, reference to, 29, 
Nailtches, reference to, 15. 
Nazar or Nizar, 54, 65. 
Nazim Nabob, reference to, IS. 
Neuman, Mr., reference to, 160. 
New England, reference to, 214. 
N ewagis, Mahomed, Governor of 

Dacca, reference to, 12; reference 
to his widow, 13, 

Nidhoo Baboo, reference to, 186. 
Nitai Dass, reference to, 186. 
Jl'outnwlat·w•e, the, reference to, 53. 
Nowpara, 79, 86, 89, 90. 
)lubkissen, Maharaja Bahadoor, 

reference to his services by 
Governor Verelst, and Lord Thur· 
low, 2 ; his ancestry, 3 ; the place of 
his birth, 6 ; his father, 5 ; his 
brothers, 6, 45 ; the place and 
the date of his birth, 6 ; early life, 
9 ; first event of his life, 9 ; his 
appointment as Moonshee to 
Hastings, 10 ; reference to him as 
Persian preceptor to Hastings, 
2, 6, 9, 49 j appointed l\ioonshee 
to the East India Company, to 
Clive, 10, 11, 49; supplied the 
English with provisions at the risk 
of his life, 14, 4ll ; he cast his lot. 
with the En$lish, 14; waited upon 
Clive and resumed his office, 15 ; 
hi~ service to the English before 
the battle of Plassey, 15 ; settled 
the terms of Subadari agreement 
with Mr. Jaffer, 16 ; won high­
est •esteem from the English for 

the faithful discharge of public 
duties, 17 ; a false charge of loot­
ing the private treasury of Serajud­
daulah, 18, 194 ; his petition, 20; 
his versatility of intellect, 21 ; 
his services to the Company, 24, 
25 ; his functions in the service of 
the Company, 24 ; his petition to 
the Council of Revenue, 24 ; his 
work under Clive, 30 ; his services 
to Clive and Major Adams, 31 ; 
attended Major Adams, 2; was 
Banian to Major Adams, 49 ; 
attended Major Adams during the 
war with Cossim Ally, 49; foun­
dation of his great wealt.h, sz·; his 
account of the Treaty of Restitution 
33 ; his declaration about the do­
nation to the army, 38 ; appointed 
as banian to Major Munro, 40; his 
appointment as Nabob's Vakeel, 
43 ; accompanied Major Adams at 
the battle of Oody Nullah, 44; 
accompanied Clive to Allahabad, 
44, 51 ; obtained the dignity of 
Munsub Punjhazaree and of Raja 
Bahadoor from King Shah Alum. 
44, 45 ; went to Benares and · 
Azimabad with Clive, 45 ; effected a 
settlement of Benares and Behar, 
45 ; appointed Political Dewan or 
Ban ian to the Company, 46, 47,52; 
received from Shah Alum a Firman 
of Munsub Shush Hazaree and 
the title of Maharaja and from 
Clive various kliulat.•, also a medal 
and an elephant, 46, 57 ; assumed 
the title of Maharaja, 52 ; was an 
able conveyancer, 50 ; appointed 
Fauzdar of Chandunanagor, 50 ; 
assisted Clive in purifying the 
administration, 51 ; secured for the 
Nuddea Rajas their titles, 52 ; his 
petition for the same, 52; held 
seven offices, 53; had charge of 
J11mtslti IJajta1·, Arzbegidaftar, 
J[ttimala Kacltari, Money Godown, 
:iJJal Adalat, 1'allsil IJajtm·, 53 j 

was half the Government, 64 ; his 
influence and position in 1 no, 
5+ ; a false charge against him of 
extortion and violation, 55, 111 j his 
memorial to Verelst, 56 ; his pecu­
niary condition, I+ ; appointed 
Talukdar of Nowpara, 79 ; his peti• 
tion to Barwell, 79 ; his petition, 
complaining of an order of the 
Board in 1772, 82; his petition for 
adequate compensation for the 
Taluk of Nowpara, SG J acquisition 
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!Oil ; his ambition was 
I posts, 122 ; evidence 
n in the trial of Nun· 
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; the trial, 132 ; his 
f the Taluk of Hitcha· 
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Bazar, 137 ; arzee of 
137; as zaminder of 

e. 1 ±0 ; as Talookdar of 
>rc, 1±1 ; his complaints 
dan Dutt for erecting a 
.r at Sootanutty, 1+ I ; 
vith the management of 
lord wan Rani and Rani 
o, H9 ; appointed to the 
p of Burdwan, J.;u ; 
ularity with a certain 
his support of English 
li>li ; false complaint 
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estates o 
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n of imprisonment, 157 ; 
tint against :Mr. Austin, 
:apacity as a statesman 
1istrator, ltitl ; his posi· 
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votary 
of his~ 
loan of 
tings, 
his bri 
of laDi 
his de 
Co !leg 
childr• 
his " 

ety, 169; was a Kayao~tha 
1 iO ; was the president 
1ste Tri buna1, I 71 ; his 
ment of the Kuli11.<. 1 7:{ : 
; piety as a Bindoo; 17 4 : 
las the Gv.thipati, 175; 
·on of Glwtacks and 
1 iii ; his cosmopolitan 

76 ; his expenses on religi· 
onies, 177; his visit to the 
Kalighat, 1 71>; his pi1· 

o Benares, 1 iR, 179 ; his 
owards his relatives, 180 ; 
to his mother's Sratldh.a. 
mother's 8raddlw, 180; 
s an enthusiastic patron 
s and arts. I H4 ; and a 
the Muses,.18ti; the story 

>i\tituting an idol, l!J,) ; his 
Jree laks of rupees to Has· 
0 ; Burke's accusation of 
ng Hastings, 202 ; his grant 
Jr a Christian Church, 200; 
•tion for a Mahommedan 
200; his wives, 203; his 
, 20± ; his premises, 205 ; 
, 206 ; his death, 206 ; 

reference to his career, 209 ; .rela­
tions with Clive, 213. 

Nuncomar, Roy, Maharaja, betrayed 
the Governor of Chandernagore, 
17; reference to, 30 ; his stateme-9t 
in Meer Jaftir's case, 33 ; his stat~· 
ment about the donation to the 
English ari:ny, 37 ; was appointed 
Dewan to l\Ieer Jaffir, 3R, !9 ; his 
jealousy of Maharaja Nubkisse,, 
Mi ; instigated and forged accusa· 
tions against N ubkissen, .i!i, 68 ; 
regard for him of some Bengalee 
writers, 104 ; his character as • 
estimated by various writers and 
historians, w,;, 106 ; his attach· 
ment to Mecr Jaffir, 105 ; was 
not a typical Bengalee, 107 ; his 
father, 107 ; his early life, 107 ; 
appointed Amin, 107 ; his op· 
pression of zamindars, 107 ; con­
fined in chains, flogged and beaten, 
107 ; was sent a prisoner to Roy 
Ra.yan, 108; his escape to Calcutta, 
108; his appearance at Moorshecl· 
abad ; obtained the collection of 
Sutsutra, 108 ; lived a life of ad­
venture, 108; confined at Hooghly, 
l 08 ; severely bastinadoed with a 
bamboo by Seraj-ud-Dowlah, lOR; 
reduced to utmost poverty, 108 ; 
appointed a Yakeel to Maharaja 
Doollub Ram, 108 ; appointed 
Dewan to Mahomed Ameer Beg 
Khan, 109; appointed Governor or 
Agent for the collection of re.enuc 
of Hooghly, 17, 10!! ; brought on 
a dispute between Doollub Ram 
and llieer Jaffir, 109; his condu~ 
to Ameer Beg Khan, 110 ; his 
unfairness, 110 ; his treasonable 
cont!nct towards the Company, 
110 ; his imprisonment, llO ; ob· 
tained the title of Maharaja from 
King Shah Alum, 110; his capture, 
Ill ; his escape due to Nubkissen, 
Ill; wasfurthersaved by Nubkis· 
sen, Ill ; was ungrateful and got 
up a false charge against Nubkissen, 
111 ; his duties as Collector, 113 ; 
his intrigue with the Company's 
enemies, 11 :1, 11.> ; his oppression 
at Hoogly and his malversa· 
tion as 1'ahsildat, 114 ; offices held 
by him, 114 ; I.is hatred of 
Hastings, 11 G ; his forgery against 
Doollu b Ram, I Hi; his endeavour 
to ruin Nnbk'ssen, 116 ; reference 
to his son, 1:\aja Gooroodas, 118 ; 
his personal aggrandisemeljlt, 120, 
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122 ; ·planned vengeance against 

·Hastings, 122; his attempt to 
crush Hastings, 122; brought 
charges of corruption against Hast­
ings, 123, pl6 ; assisted Hastings 
in prosecuting Reza Khan and 
Shitab Boy, 123 ; brought false 
charges against Reza Khan,,l36 ; 
accused of a charge of conspiracy 
Lg:tinst Hastings and Barwell, 126; 
his t.rial for forgery, 126 ; the fates 
of the case, 127; his seal, 129; 

• his sentence of death, 133 ; was 
hanged, 1:1!; the estimate of his 
character by the author, 136, 

.Nudjum-ul-Dowlah, Nabob, reference 
to, 25, 69, 70, 72, 111. 

NuUah,44. 
N16ncomm· and ImpRy, reference 

to, 132. 
Nuzzurannah, 52. 
Nuddea, 52, ·77, 109, 179. 

o. 
Oltdadar or Revenue Farmer, 4. 
Omichand, reference to, 17, 171. 
Oody Nullab, battle of, 144. 
Orme, reference to, 2, 12. 
Orissa or Orixa, 12, 57, 101. 
Oude, reference to, 1. 

P. 
Pallas; reference to, 211. 
Pandas. 179. 
Padlab Roy, 107. 
Pancltagram or Panchgay, 4, 14, 4fl1 

180. 
Pariahs, 182. 
P!ris, reference to the Municipality 

of, 216. · 
Palit, Babooram, l'eference to, 76. 
Patna, massacre of, I·; reference to, 

1, 33, 44, 57, 64, 109; ll4·, llS. 
Peeps ·into Social Life in Calcntta. 

a cent7~ry ago. By Rev. J.. Long, 
reference to, 14n, 2ln, 20iin. 

Peishwa, reference to, 216. 
Persian Language, reference to as 

Court language, 9 ; as the language 
of diplomacy, 21 ; reference to, 29 : 
Scriptures, reference to, 97 ; en­
couragement of, by Nubkissen, 176. 

Persian Depa1tme.nt, reference to the 
letters of, 30, ill~ 4() ; reference to 
the proceedi»gs, !54, -~i'i. 

Philip II,'of Spain, 221'. 
Pi·nda, 203. 
Plato, reference to, 188. 
Plassey, battle of, reference to. 15, 

107; ~07. 

Ponaicherry, 11n: . 
Poonah, reference to, 215. 
l'oornea, 114, 
Pnnchcote or Puchet, li. 

'Pudma Lochun, 76. . 
Pudmohun Doss, reference to, 130. 
Pu:ffendorf, reference to, 138, • 
Pu}d., 17fJ. . 
Punchayct, reference to. 172. 
Pundits, reference t·o, 170, 182, 181 ; 

their fnnctions and place .in 
societ;v, 1~7 ; reflections on, 187. 

R. 
ltadha Churn, reference to, 126. 
Uadha Ranta Deb Baha'dur, Raja 

Sir, .K.C.l:l.I. reference to a 
manuscript probably \vritten by 
him, 3; refm:cnce to, 16, 175 .• 

Rai, Ram Jeeban, reference to, 84. 
RajbuUabba, Raja, a Vaidya by caste 

of Dacca, reference to, I 0, 84, 139, 
HO; was the Dewan of the Nabob 
of DacGa, 12 ; succeeded H ossein. 
Cooly Khan, 12; killed by Nabob 
Kassimaly, 44; was appointed 
Deputy Governor of Dacca, 208 ; 
reference .to his son, Kissen Dass. 
208.; his confinement by the 
Nabob, 208. 

Raj Kissen, Raja, reference to, 204, 
206. 

RafSnya-Yagna, reference to, 181. . 
ltam Bazar, lo7, 139. 
Ram Caunt, 153, 154. 
Ram Chand, Dewan, reference to, 18. 
Ram Churn, Dewan, appointed Oh-

dadar of Mooragacha, 4 ; Dewan 
of Cuttack, 5 ; fought against a 
l\fahratta incursion. 5 : reference 
to, 45. · · , 

Ramchurn ltoy, Banian to Vansit­
tart, 37, 38, 83, 50, 84, 115. 

Rameswar, reference to, 4. 
Ramnarain, , Maharaja, killed by 

Nabob Kassimaly, 44. 
Ham Sunder Bewarta, a brother of 

Nubkissen, reference to, 5; became 
an Ameen, 6; title of Roy was 
conferred on him, 45 ; reference 
to. 205. 

B.apirl Sketch of tl!a life <>f RttJa 
HadhakantaDe-ca Balwdu?'. refer-
ence to, 3, 4, 6, 9, 10. ' · 

Ray Chaudhuri, Keshub J.tam, a 
zamindar, reference to, 4, 

Raylayan, 80. 
Ra~e Bazar, 137, 139. 
Renault, Governor of Chandernagor, 

reference to; 17. 
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Heza Khan, Na 
ence to, 2, 28 
118, 120, 121. 

Risltu, referen• 
Royrayan Chai 

4, 5, 107. 
Royrayan Om· 

Nabob Kassi 
Roy, Runjcet, 1 

Rukmini Ka 
ference to, 4. 

Sabda Kalpa 
predia of 
reference to, 

Sabha, refercn 
Sadakulla, l'liO< 
Sadlms, refereJ 
Sakib, refercn<' 
Sala Odeen Oa 
Salamis, battle 
Sanyosis, refer• 
Satya Yuga, r 
Sayyid Ali, re 

18. 
Selden, refereJ 
Seeley, Profes: 
Seet, Ram Bel 
Select Comm 

proceedings 
enquiry by 
sittings, 37, 
the last me• 
to the appe 
of, 150n; 
66, 60, 74, 

Selections J 
Gocermnen· 
reference t • 

SelectWIIS }1 
Forrest's, r 

Selections fr• 
reference t 

Sen, Ohandi 
Bengali ' 
Nuncomar. 

Sen, Kului C'· 
l:ierampore, r 
Seraj-ud-doY 

17, 110; 
10; escus 
English, 1 
quarrel " 
letter to t 
13 ; the c 
with the 
expelled 1 

from Oalc 
to supply 

INDEX, 
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H ; his attack on Calcutta, 15 ; 
his return to Moorshcdabad, 1.'\,; 
his preparation~ for a second 
attack on Calcutta, 15 ; Clive blew 
up his camp, 1i'i ; followed by Clive 
to Plassey, 15 ; his defeat at 
Plassey, 2.5; his intrigue with the 
Prenc~, 16 ; deposed, 16; a charge 
of lootmg his treasury by N~b­
kissen, 18 ; the reported wealth~ 
his treasury, 19; bastinadood 
Nuncomar with a bamboo, 103; 
appointed twoFoujdarsof Hooghly,. 
109 ; reference to his cqurt, 20u ; 
was grandson of Aliverdy, 208; 
cause of his attack on Calcutta, • 
208. 

Betts of .Moorshcdabad, reference to 
the, 207 ; Burke's reference to the, 
208 ; their title of J ugat Sett, 208. 

Sezawul of Burdwan, Nubkissen was 
appointed, 150-168. 

Shah Alum, King, reference to, 25, 
44, 46,51, 115,116, 

Shahmull, reference to, 30. 
Shah Jehan, reference to, 2l.j, 
Shankar, 18!. 
Shankari, a wife of Nubkissen, 203. 
Sliastras, reference to, 174, 191. 
Shitab Roy, Maharaja, reference to, 

45, 117, 120, 123 ; a Minister to the 
Mussalman Court, 207; reference 
to his military courage, 207. 

Shirlock, Major, reference to, 43. 
Shore, l'llr., reference to. 167, 
Sillabut, reference to, I30, 13l~lil2. 
Sing, Cheetar or Ohitter, 16;j, 167, 

, Ganga Govindu, 180, 187. • 
, Judoo, 167. 
, Radha Go bind. I J!l. 
, 'fillook, 165, lti7. 

Siyya·r-ul-.llutaqherin, reference to. 
106. 

Sltctclies of Bengal sittce tke fottnda· 
tion of Calcutta, reference to, 176n. 

Skinner, .Mr., reference to, 44. 
SJm•itis, reference to, 188. 
Sotta, 46. 
Sooree, Jugmohun, reference to, 141. 
Sou bah Bazar or Sovabazar, reference 

to, 137, 139,205, 207, 
Sootanutty or Chutanutty, English 

settlement at, ~; reference to, 87, 
S8, 811, !.10, \11-!.14, 20! ; reference 
to a hat at, 141, 1d, 201. 

Spencer, Mr. John, reference to, 
33-1!7, 41-43, 72, 112. 

Sl'addka of Nubkisscn's mother, re· 
ference to, 120, 170, 17\1, 180, 181, 
193, 203. • 



Sree Bhut, reference to, 114, 
Sree Kanta, reference to, 184. 
Stihari Deva, reference to, 4. 
Sri Sri Bishweshwarji and Sri Sri 

N a va Krishneswarji, idols, reference 
to, 179. 

Stephen, Sir_ James, reference to, 103, 
105, 125, 124, 132, 138. 

Stirling, A., Persian Secretary to the 
Go--nment, reference to, 3. 

Straalley, Mr. Henry and Mr. 
Edward, reference to, 26, 27, 47. 

8ubahs, reference to, 18. 
8u!1ra, reference to, 169. 
Sujah-ud-dowlah, Nabob, reference 
• to, I ; Clive's treaty with him, 44 ; 

levied an army, 111. 
Sukea, a wife of Nubkissen, reference 

to, 203. 
Sumner, Mr., reference to, 52, 69, 70, 

112. 
Supreme Court, reference to, 29, 126, 

127, 128, 157, 204. 
Byfe-ul-Dowla, reference to, 54. 
Sykes, Mr. Francis, reference to, 

32, 54, 69, 70, 75. 

T. 
Tabheezaries, reference to, 1H, 146, 

147, 148. 
Tacoor, Harikissen, reference to, 85. · 
Tacoor Shewah, reference to, 80. 
Tajuddin, a Company's Moonshee, 

reference to, 10. 
Tamerlane, reference to, 215 ; refer­

ence)o the house of, 217. 
Tana, the fort at, taken by Clive, 15, 
Tarkabagish, Radhakanto, Pundit 

P1"adhan. reference to, 184, 185. 
Tarkapanohanon, Jagannath, ·refer· 

ence to, 184, 185, 187. 
Tarkasiddhanta, Ramnath, reference 

to, 194. 
cl'a?·ilth i.-Man9ud., reference to, 18. 
Talisil Dafter, reference to, ?3. . . 
Tejchand Bahadur, MaharaJ Dh1ra], 

reference to, 155. 
Terraneau, reference to, 18. 
Theodosins, reference to, 215, 
Thomas Aquinas, reference to, 188. 
Thurlow Lord Chancellor, his refer-· 

ence t~ Nubkissen in the House of 
Lords. 2 · reference.· to him by 
Macaulay: 7; his dlscrip~ion of the 
proceedings ag:tinst Hastmg~, 126. 

Titus Oates. reference to, 136, 

241 

Tol.~, reference to, 187. 
Townsend, Meredith, 225. 
Travancore, reference' to, 1. 
Treaty· of Restitution, reference to, 

33. 
Trial of 11/aha Raja Nundneomar, 

BaltadM·1 fo>· Forgery, reference 
to, 129n, 130n. 

Tumlook, reference to, 5, 

u 
Upanayana 1 reference to, 170. 
Unpublished Recorda of Go•·ern­

ment, SelectionRjrom., reference to, 
1411, 113n, 114n, 115n, 

v 
Vaidya, 10. 
Vaisya, 169. 
Vansittart, Mr. reference to, 33-44, 

110, 116, 172; appointed Governor 
of Calcutta, 43 ; his departure to 
Nngland, 44, 49 ; his Minute on 
the bazar, 143,149. 

Verel t, Governor; does justice to 
N u bkissen's services, 2 ; his mar­
riage, 27, 193; reference to, 27, 
46. 54, 56. 

Vidyalankar, Vaneswar, reference 
to, 184, 187, • 

View of the English Guvernm.ont of 
Bengal, reference to, 172. 

Vikramaditya, reference to, 184, 
Vya.1•astha, reference to, 189. 

w 
Waddadar, reference to, 79. 
Ward's Hisl01''!f of t 1w Hindooa, re. 

ference to, 178n, 180, 16ln. 
Watson, Admiral, reference to, 15, 

38. 
Watts, Mr., the Chief of Cossimbazar, 

reference to, 12, 19. 
Wheeler, Mr, reference to, 115, 14.3, 

'159. 
William of Orange, 219, 221. 
Wrangham, Miss, sister of John 

Wrangham, reference to her birth· 
clay festival, 18!. 

Wrougbton, Mr., George, reference 
to, 158, 159, 162. 

y 
Yar Beg Khan, Mahomed; Foujdar 

of Hooghly, referen~e to, 108, 109. 
Yudhisthira, reference to, 181. 


