Preface

Before starting with this project, I was impatient to do some
research work on my subject economics. But I could not decide on
about the topic I should work on. Tﬁis_ work would have been
impossible without my friend Dr. Debabrata Mitra, Reader,
N.BAU. He introduced me to my guide Dr. Indrafit Ray whose
scholarship and industry made these three years” work interesting
and possible for me. On his advice, I have chosen my subject and his
invaluable help can hardly be expressed tﬁfougﬁ, words. He not
only guided me through my project but counselled me as a
philosopher when panic gradually set in over scale of the material
that had taken on. My serendipidity owes unaccountable debts of
gratitude to Dr. Ray as brought rays of hope in my life.

For invaluable help in deciphering the wmutilated papers from
basement of National Library, I would (ike to thank the staff of
that lbrary. The staffs of Commerce Department of N.B. U have
given me assistance whenever asked for. The support from Indian
Jute Mills Association in collecting data on history of jute industry
was wonderful.

At the end, I thank my parents for lending their support to me as
working on a project puts pressure on most family WOrés and I
have been especially lucky with mine. My sister-in-law, Sudeshna
Misra, volunteered to give the thesis the most thorough edit for
which I am grateful to her. The intevest and alacrity shown by my
son, Aloke Sunder, during those three years of work has been
amazing. He never complained of missing enjoying tﬁe vacations.
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