It has xightly been suggested that for a correct
understanding of the histoxy of a country a thorough kmowledge of
its geogrsphy is essential, Historical geogrephy tries to find
and to trace the stagee of colonipation axi desertion thet have
affected tho cultural landecape. 00 far a poopar and compralensive
understanding of the history of & countyy the nocesulty of hlstorical
m-mum

Hony e scholar heve studied the historical geography of
the various egions of Surepedy but in Indian histowy She manbor
of good geographlcal studies is limited, among the ploneer wrks
in this field w may rofer to 4, Cumninghen's Seounaiby of snclenh
Andda (1870 Though this work is prinerlly concerued with the
description of the route followed by fuan Chwang, it coutalns a
1ot of informations about amolent Iodia. Cunninghan was, however,
followsd by vavious scholars some of whom wrote stray artiales in
this line,®

Valaglle contributicus in this :Spect have, however, beon
BAS by othor scholars meh a8 Slly Hajundar Shastri, HeSs Baydiowdhuzy,
DyCoBirear, BiC,50n, Hoby Sankalia, K.y Bajpal, S4B, Chowdhury,

PJK, Bhattatha:yye and others,® But vexy little atterpt has so

far boon mado %o write about the historical geography of
Praglyotisae-Kanarups which possesses a choquered history of its own, ‘

in th. present woxk, however, wo intend to asttapt &
similer stady of tho territory of PragjyotijseRammiipa, the



boundaries of which axe indicsted in the Xogial Tantra® s
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noxth and the river Karatoys ves the western boundary of Kamarupa.
The iksu (assoclated with JikkarevasimTnear Sadiys in the
northeoastorn AsSan is the modern uwikhu river falling in the
Srehasputra nesr sibsager) wes the spsteEn boundary, The eonflusnce
of the Laksa (Lakhy®) and the Brshmaputra Wes the southern limit of
Eamarupss It thus gppears that the presast State of Assem (lying
votwesn latitudss 20 38 and 50° ¥ 5 and longitudes 29° 48" ana
97® 4 B,) say coaalderslily be a part of the ancient territory of
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activities and settiements, The geographic personality of a region
is erectad over this base, ihe expression fors of the gegrephical
pattern is determinod by the techniecs adopted and the stage of the
material culture of the peoples® Un the basis of the physical
veglons s (a) NortheBastern Frontisr Mountaln langes or the assan
Himalaya or the Sastem iioalaya, (b) Souther hill Ranges or
Furvacala, (o) asssn platesn or Meghelaye platesu, (d) Summa Velley,
(e) Brahosputra vallsy or Assan valloys
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liorth-oastorn Frontier Mountaln

This region extends betwoen the Tista river in Silkin
and the Handhe Barwa pesk (25,445 £%) in the Mishmi hills, Here
the Bruhmaputea makes a *halz-pin’ bend and has cut acress the
mountains before flowin: inte the plains of Agsam. The total length
of the »egion is about 450 miles, This Himslayen rogion is divisible
into several seeticns, Bhuten Himeleys axtends fron Sikikin % Jhansizd
river (Agsam), aks hills from Shansiri to Jilkorel rives, the dafie
Bills from bharali river ia the vest to Nehgonadi in the east, the
Hiri hills in soxth of the Lalhiwpn:r Jistriet, the abor hills
potwom the Giom ¥iver and Ulbong river and the Mishoi MMl betweon

The suthesn edge of We Assm Nimalays is abeupt and it
riges from the Brehmaputra plain witn sbrupt slope whoees the
this part are turbolent, They eut vertically the mountsins inte
8t90p gorges and rlov southward to mest the Brahmaputeas

in sddition to Hancha Sarwa, Tharo gre two other poaks,severa
glaciers and an Anmportant lakke namwd Yegrongtso in the region,

Sohthesastern hill ranges or Purvecala
Ainglayan region and it diaracterised by mlatively low ralilef,
The assap Hinalaya or North-eastern Prontior Hanges run in the
sast-wogt direction., Tho ranges are extonded 0 extremd Southe
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eastorn hills of Miso Distriet, ALl the hills vis, Patkal, Naga,
Barail, high lands of Msnipur snd Lughal hills sre included in the
group of southesastemn hill renges. The gensval elevation of the
ranges 18 3000 £% or 915,56 metres gbove sea lowel, The region is
vory much unstable snd falls into an importent seismic 3008 of the
worlde

.-m-mnn*

The assen or Ghillong pifitesn is lwown a8 Meghalays -
‘abode of clouds'®, lacludes the Garchills, Masi mnd Jalatiye
hills and Mikir hills, The length of he pletesn fiom the ziver
dhensiri in the east and Singlmaxi viver on the west is approximately
260 miles and the width i 36 nilos on the sverage. The genaral
elevation of the plateau veries between 4000 S0 6000 £6, he platess
has boen Saksn 5o be & part of the massive hlook of peninsular
Indim,? The assen platosu, with tho exesption of the scuthesastern
part, 1s surrounded Ly the plains of Brehmaputra, Sursa and the
Kopili rivers,

This bulk of piatean is widely dissected, covered with
dense jungle and seoured by the highost reinfell in the wo:la,®
The mecent discovery of ocogl on the plateoan 15 of some asignificance
to the Assam teéa industuy.®

The tribes - Garo, Khasi, Jalntiya have pon-juer or
Tiboto-Burman affinities generally live by shifting sabsist.nee

agriculture; the villages often shift with the fields (fhup).



surma Valley

It may be noted that half of the total areas of the state
of present Assan is oocupled by the two alluvial plains namely the
Srehmaputrs and the Surnma valley, The Cachar plain of modern Assam
48 a part of the Surma velley the major portion of waiich 1ies in

L akgladosh,

The Guxma velley a8 a whole is @ flat plein about 186 milos
long by 60 miles wids, shut in on thxee sides by ranges oa hills, The

Ihe Braghasputrs valley or assam valley,

he Brehneputra velley ubich is hemmned in between the
Horthesast frontiex hills, pubkel «nd Nage bills end the issan
platean, occupies a most significant part in the physlography of
Astem, %The valley Lo very exténsive - 450 miles in length and
60 miles in width on the gverage. The river Brahaapotra aad Ats
for supplyin; the alluvial débris from the elevated parts from the
north ana south,

The general Slope of the valiey decreases Crom oast t0 west,
Sadiya,situated at the extrens end of the velley has an elevation
of 440 %, above s9al level, Uibmgarh 340 £, Giuhatl 166 ft, It is
interesting to note that tho Brahnaputra valley is considersd to be
the eastem most continuation of the IndoeGangstic troughei®
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The flatness of the Brghmpputra valley is wroken Wy the
presence of pumorous lovw hills which are the outlying parts of Assam

platean,

The present Assam valley or Brshmaputra valley becane the
cantre of political activities and civilization of aAssam right from
thoe early period, The megion possesses a rich anclent heritage
dating back to the eple pericd when it was referred to as Pragjyotise
with its capital at Fragjyotisapuras, the present oity of Gauhati,

Leaving behind the din and haty past of the mythologiesl
pexiod, wo next come to Lo historical period vhich GOMONces roughly
with the early caturies of the Christian era, From the 4th century
Aoy to tho bogimaing of the I3th contusy Ay, several dynasties
suded over Wys region, The earliest of these dynasties was the
Varman dynasty which ruled for neavly four hundred years, Ihe groat
king of Whis dynasty Uhaskeravirsan vas a0 alldy asd a friend of
king Hargaverdiana of Ksnan) ani a contemporary of the odlebrated
Chinese pllgrim Yusn Chwange
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fanily made Hadapesvara (or Hagappesvara) their capital which was
situsted in this region, AfSer the decline of this line, the xulerd
of Brahmapila family shifted their capital ity to Jurjjaya,
situated on the bank of the Brahmaputra, and next to Kamaripenagara,
probably to the westem side of the Kingdom. Valdyadeva, Vallabhadeva
wore some of the later rulers who alse omerged prominent till the
pordod when Kinarfps bocass a pray to various invasions of the
musling and the AhDus towards the 13th esatury Al
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The state of Assan and its adjolning regions have a typleal
climatic perscnality, The state is sgaln voxy rich in rev materials
which may be divided follewing categories i
ww-u-dn nstural gas, coal, limestones, iron

ore may W included in this groups
mmmm.-un-.m.uu
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2ta,

Theee are tho goographical bases of Pragjyotiss-Kamarips
to which we have confined our discussion, The present work embodies
the results of an intensive study of the mpuntaln and river systems,
territories and capitals, districts, oities, villages, routes of
PragiyotisasEanaripa on the basis of the emrly Indisn iitverature like
the Brihnanss (o5 aabapetis Srilsaos, Alkeneys uraboons 9tc.), the
opics (0gs the BEmAyage and tho MaStharatp), the pursqas (eg.lEEkasdeys,
S IRy Mty = oy Sutves (n5 sk Sey
K@mratna % antea, Sakbissaoa Saatza tc.), astromodical wrks

(®.¢e Brhatsarhita) and tho Buddhlst and tho Jalna texbs,

- Ay i-l.!!'f -~
oto, supply U many interesting adiitionsl informations for our
study, ©ld Assemese literature like the Buranjls (e.g. Purind
Assan bursajl, Kamrupanduzangl, Padsah Buzanjl otc.) Yrough

religious in tenor and imaginative in ocutlook contaln a mass of
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informations about socloepoliticsl history and geography like
m-_u-cm Aﬂmmmdwmw
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igportent fyos our polnt of view, These lndigenous Liverary sources
pllgrine (8.5, the acconnts of Yuan Chwang, Jesuit travellers and
80 on) ‘ho visited the countyy in the early and nedieval periods,

Besides the sources reforred to above, we have other
materials whilch are genaally considered to be more gomuing; they are
apigraphs, coins and seals, The inseriptions sonotinves refer to the
boundaxy of & ploee of land granted or the administrative unit in
which a perticuler §illage, Hhoktl or yisays wexe situsted. 4 large
nuder of inseriptions of the verious ruling dynamies have been
discoversd from ani ouiside of the wWrritoxy of ¥ragiyotisu-Kamarupa,
and 1t 15 needless to emphasize thelr inportance in this xespect,
in this connoction, a fov books may be worth neationing. These e
(2 Pulls Shettacia:yye, Limsips Sdsenigl:aospaz, 1388 5.8.,

(0) lgMe Sharme, AGSEEADUIO0S OL ANGASUE ASSGQ, Usubati, 1978,

(&) DeCe Sirear, Soue Eplezaphlcel Records of She edloval poxiod
Lo Segtezn Iodig, Wow Dolbi, 1979, (4) M. Beog, Pxiavs $asanaveld,
Assam, 1974,

With thege sourees propex, we attompt to embaltc upon our
study of historical geography of Pragiyotiss=flanuripas Ihe present
work consists of soveral Chapbers. Ihe Intioduction has bosa followed
by a chapter on the liistorical Bacikground from the sarliest time
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down the advent of the ihoms in Kimardpe towsrds the beglaning of
the 19%h Centuiy A.l, Here we have tried to trace in shoxt an
up=to=date historical infomstions sf the present territoxy on
the basis of the latest discoveries and reseerdies,

Hext there is a Chapter on the Mountaln Systen whidh is
followsd by another Ghepeew on Hiver Systen of the sald region, A
large number of mountalns and rivers of this land played a significant
part towerds the growth of humen settlement and civilizetion and find
mention in the lteratures and insariptions,

mmmumﬂhm. In the
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help of acchasological aml litermy sowrces, OGapitals, Cities mnd
fowns ave dealt with in the second sectiom, lerxe wo ghtespt W8 Lo
nalle o historicsl study of the placd neues, Flaes nuws donot
orvdginate by were accident, bul axe G0 oantouw of soalal and
historical conditions witi which a people are intimately coanected.

. The fifth Chaptor alse wasistis of two sogtions of vhich
the firgt 15 wanectea vith the Villages, both idontifisd and
anidentified and the second with the Route Qysten of this ancient
Searitoxy, Iho study of major routes in this part of lndia is mo
3e8s important, In tracing the anclent routes we have malnly to
depend apon the wpics, itineraries of the travellers and other
indigencus literary sourcss,

The Misosllancous items form another interesting Chapter,
Hexe we incorporate® a few other goographical matters that Gannot



be placsd in the toples suggested above, These inclade plthaes,

jolasor jolisens fomssts.

tive unibs aud villege nanes, These awses @ generally avallable
from the medlevel USO8 » Doth Litrary od opigEapNles

Lastly, w present a mep of this seglon widh will,
W think, be of some help for Whe proper undorstending of the
protlns counocted with e historicsl geography o. aseient
- —
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