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Preface 

 

Settlements whether rural or urban are direct reflection of man-environment interaction 

at a particular place in a particular time. The growth of a settlement over the earth‟s 

surface is always guided by the physical environment, especially by the terrain 

characteristics. Today man occupies almost all those parts of the earth‟s surface 

wherever it is possible to survive even in hostile environs. The basin of the river 

Rammam represents such an area where human habitation faces many types of physical 

constraints due to highly elevated and dissected topography mostly covered with dense 

forests in many parts of the tract. The entire basin area belongs to mountainous course 

of the river Rammam without showing any large floodplain in the valley section. In 

spite of those hindrances the basin is one of the most populated regions in the Darjiling-

Sikkim Himalaya and is dotted with settlements all over the basin though the spacing 

and the size of settlements vary enormously within the region. The tiny hamlets mostly 

with single function of primary activities are spread all over the tract following the 

forces of diversification.  

Some of the settlements, however, located in Rammam Basin enjoy situational facilities 

and attract more people to live with more functional options following the forces of 

unification. The latter ones become larger in terms of size of population and area; and 

provide services to the surrounding settlements. On the contrary, the surrounding band 

of smaller hamlets acts as the hinterland providing the basic materials required for the 

sustenance of those larger settlements. Rimbick, Lodhama, Kaijalia, etc. in the southern 

part of the Rammam Basin and Okhery, Sombarey, Soreng, Nayabazar Notified Bazar 

Area, etc. in the northern part of the basin are such settlements which act as notable 

service centres among the surrounding habitations. 

To interpret the spatial distribution and functional characteristics of settlements in the 

basin area under study the entire thesis has been divided into the following chapters: 

The Introductory chapter describes the location and administrative set up of the study 

area in details. Objectives and Hypotheses are depicted here with all Database and 

Methodology of the study.  The second chapter provides an idea about the Physical and 

Socio-Cultutaral Background of the basin area.  Terrain Characteristics, Drainage 

system, Lithostratigraphy, Natural Vegetation, Weather and Climate, and Soil have 

been discussed under the heading of Physical Background; and Population, Ethnic 
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Groups, Economic Composition, Agriculture, Transport and Communication, and 

Markets have been elucidated under Socio-Cultural Background with appropriate maps 

and figures.   

In third chapter Settlement Size, Spacing and Dispersion of Settlements along with 

Morphometric Indices have been computed minutely. The correlations between Terrain 

characteristics and Dispersion and Spacing of hamlets have also been analysed in this 

chapter. The fourth chapter deals with Site and Situation of Settlements along with their 

Functional characteristics. While the fifth chapter explains the Type, Pattern and 

Morphology of Settlements of the area under study. Correlation between Type of 

Settlements and their Functions has also been deduced here.  

Primary, Secondary and Tertiary Service Centres have been identified and depicted in 

the sixth chapter. The distribution and distinctiveness of settlements as well as service 

centres in the various parts of the basin have also been discussed in this chapter. The 

last two chapters deal with the Problems and Prospects of Settlements in the basin 

along with the summary and conclusion of the entire work.  
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