Aeknowledgements

My days amonyg the Dead are passed;

Around me I behold,

Where're these casual eyes are cast,

The mighty minds of old:

My never-failing friends are they,

With whom I converse day by day.

With them I take delight in weal

And seek_refief in woe;

And while I understand and feel

FHow much to them I owe,

My Cheeks have often been bedew'd

With tears of thoughtful gratitude.
I borrow the verses from Robert Southey at the outset, to express my
deep reverence to those ‘mighty minds of old’ without whose
contributions, it is really inconceivable to make any attempt for the
reconstruction of the historical past.
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authorities for sanctioning me study leave which has helped me a lot to
give a {inal shape to this research work. _

I offer my sincere thanks to the Head of the Department of
History and other teachers in the Department.

I would like to express my indebtedness to my respected teachers,
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| Mukherjee, Prof. Mrs, M. Bhattacharya and Prof. Mrs. C. Chakraborty
who are always sources of inspiration to me.

I am also much indebted to the authorities and employees of
various libraries and institutions for their ungrudging help and co-
operation: The Asiatic Society, Kolkata; National Library, Kolkata; The
Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, Kolkata; Centre For Studies in
Social Sciences, Calcutta; North Bengal University Central Library;
Departmental Library of History of NBU; Madras Govemment



il

Museum; Department of Historical and Anti-quarian Studies Guwahati
and Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, Guwahat.

My sincere thanks and gratefulness to Dr. J. Das, Director of
Historical and Antiquarian Studies Assam, and Dr. D. Baishya, Honorary
Executive Director, Society for Appropriate Technology Guwahati,
Assam. They helped me a lot during my visit to those organizations for
collecting research materials,

I am extremely thankful to Prof. C. S. Chakrabarti, Honourable
Vice-chancellor, West Bengal University of Animal Sciences and
Fisheries for his kind permission to visit the University Library and
allowing access to his personal collections.

My sincerc thanks to Mr. V. K. Yadav former DFO, Wild Life
Division-II, Jalpaiguri, Govt. of West Bengal. He has obliged me by way
of allowing access to his personal collection of literature on forosts. 1 am
also thankful to Mr. A. Sen, DFO, Cooch Behar Division, Govt. of West
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| I take this opportunity to express my deep sense of gratitude to all
of those who have directly or indirectly helped and inspired me to
complete the work.

[ express my gratilnde to Dr. K. L. Chatterjee of the
Paschimbanga Itihas Samsad and Dr. K. Roy of the Universily of
Calcutta. ] owe immensely to both of them.

No question of thanks for my family members, friends and well
wishers but only to acknowledge their constant co-operation and
inspiration to overcome all obstacles whenever came on my way.

I remember at this moment the never failing companionship and
encouragement of Prof. D.C. Deb, my. husband and ceaseless co-
operation of my younger sister Kumkum and sticky attachment of Babu,
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I will be failing in my duty if I do not acknowledge my debt to
Shri Babul Biswas who had undertaken the arduous task of typing and
designing the manuscript.
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