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To do r e s e a r c h h a s b e e n a n i n t e l l e c t u a l p a s s i o n s i n c e 

t l i e d a y s of my academic a s s i g n m e n t a t S t . A l o y s i u s C o l l e g e , 

M a n g a l o r e , t o whao, I say^ ' g r a n d o l d m o t h e r / I owe my d a i l y 

b r e a d t o t h e e ' . The s t r o n g d e s i r e , t h o u g h n o t tempestctous a s 

t h e t r i - m o d u l a r p a s s i o r ^ o f B e r t e r a n d R u s s e l l , h a s g o t r e l e g a t e d 

t o t h e b a c k of my mind d u r i n g t h e d a y s of my U l l y s s # a n 

w a n d e r i n g s s p r e a d ove r a d e c a d e i n s e a r c h of g r e e n e r 

employment p a s t u r e s . My i n s o l e n t i d e a t h e n was t h a t 

b r i g h t minds would a lways go t o brox^/se upon f r e s h p a s t u r e s . 

I n r e t r o s p e c t , my changed c a l l i n g of t h e c a r e e r i n 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n makes me s e e t h e m e n t a l l y u g l y and s p i r i t u a l l y 

d e c r e p i t image of mine i n t h e b a t h r o o m m i r r o r , George„ 

O r w e l l , t o o , r e c o g n i z e d h i s i m p o v e r i s h e d image when i t g o t 

r e f l e c t e d i n t h e m i r r o r of a w a y - s i d e s h o p , p a s s e d b y him, 

o n l y a f t e r much d i t h e r i n g . H i s i n i t i a l r e f u s a l t o 

r e c o g n i z e h i m s e l f i n t h e m i r r o r and t h e t m a t h d a u n t i n g l y 

dawn ing upon him leaves a l e a f f o r m e . A f t e r p a s s i n g t h r o u g h 

a c o u p l e o f s to rmy y e a r s of i n t e l l e c t u a l l y ' d i s h o n e s t d e c a d e * 

of my o f f i c i a l c a r e e r , I g o t a l u l l a r o u n d t h e l a t t e r p a r t 

of t h e 8 0 s ; ( r e s t a f t e r work and c a l m a f t e r s t o r m , a r n * t t h e y 

t h e l a w s of n a t u r e ) ? The c a v e d - i n - demon of r e s e a r c h go t 

t h e u p p e r hand d u r i n g t h e u n g u a r d e d moments of t h e l u l l 

p e r i o d . 

D u r i n g my o f f i c i a l p l a c e m e n t i n S i l i g u r i , an u p - s t a r t 

c o m m e r c i a l town i n t h e f o o t h i l l s o f D a r j e e l i n g , I app roached 

P r o f . P . K . Mukhe r j ee , Head of t h e Departn>ent of E n g l i s h , 
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North Bengal University with the s e c r e t b l u e - p r i n t . 

The pa t i en t and the physician thought a l i k e . Dr. MuTcherjee 

suggested George Orwell as the poss ib l e research area , 

I grabbed the suggestion r e c o l l e c t i n g what one of my 

s tudents bo i s t e rous ly to ld me about 'Animal Farm' some­

where in 1976, During the course of my arduous research 

journey I have understood t h a t the l i t t e r a t e u r Orwell i s 

as oversized as the phys ica l Orwell. The p o l i t i c o -

economic top ic , 'democratic S o c i a l i s m ' , a s the area of 

focus has been i den t i f i ed during the course of tny ' love-

ha te r e l a t i o n s h i p ' with Orwell. The physical and the 

emotional kinship between the researcher and the researched 

could be 9n area for fur ther probe. However^ the 

ina l i enab le l inks l ike , deep d i s t r u s t of au thor i ty though 

both w^iild the rod of au tho r i ty , deep r e l i g i o u s convictions 

with secular Orienta t ion, belonging t o ' ha rd -co re ' socia l 

c l a s s and love for lone journey with s e l f - r e l i a n t mind 

and' unfl inching f a i t h l i k e Bunyan's Pi lgr im in the arduous 

pa th of self making, individual ism misconstrued as r i g i d -

ness and taking off-beat social^economic t r a c k s and un­

popular s o c i e t a l postures^have enabled us not to become 

s t range bed fel lows. Disc re t ion makes me t o remain s i l i e n t 

on the physical s i m i l a r i t i e s between u s . 

The socio-economic t op i c , 'democratic Socialism,' 

l i t t e r e d over the wr i t ings of Orwell has sharpened my 
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percept ion about p o l i t i c a l economics, i n i t i a l l y expounded 

by Adam Smith reaching finesse in F.A. Hayek. Subjects 

l i ke p o l i t i c s , economics, environment, r e l i g ion and 

l i t e r a t u r e have baen searched out to t r a c e the h i s t o r i c a l 

genes is and the organisa t ional framework f>i the p o l i t i c a l 

idea^ 'democratic Soc ia l i sm ' . The idea deserves a 

worthwhile r e ~ t r i a l when the c i t a d e l s of Communism and 

Socialism crumble in Russia and Eas te rn Europe and more 

than two dozen Arab nat ions ore on the l a s t leg of 

monarchical, o l iga rch ica l and o l i g o p o l i s t i c r u l e . The 

three h i s t o r i c a l forces sweeping across the five cont inents 

v i z . , democratisation of Eastern Europe, i n t eg ra t i on of 

Western Europe and the thaw in the co ld war r e l a t ionsh ip 

of the Super Powers make me suggest a t h e a t r e t r i a l and 

experirnentatJoiof the p o l i t i c a l idea of "democratic Socialism* 

in these geographical u n i t s . 

During the course of my search for the deeper 

connota t ions of the p o l i t i c a l idea of Orwell I have allowed 

George Orwell, with h i s co lossa l appearance, to take me, 

the pigmy, through the l abyr in th ine o r i g i n a l and c r i t i c a l 

w r i t i n g s . The B r i t i s h Council iJ-brar ies in Ca lcu t ta , 

Trivandrum and Delhi where c r i t i c a l books on Orwell^ 

without r ep l i ca t ion^a re stacked have been of immense 

h e l p . The National Library, Ca lcu t t a has provided the 

m a t e r i a l for supplemental reading and a couple of out 

of p r i n t books on Orwell could be r e f e r r e d tooOrc jf̂ tv*. 
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The annual book exhib i t ion of Ca lcu t t a enables me to 

possess a couple of c r i t i c a l books on Orwell v/ithout 

scouting for them. 

During the four year old s t ruggle with the subject 

concurrent with my o f f i c i a l assignments^! have t r i a d t o 

maintain the e th i ca l pos ture of f i r s t the o f f i c i a l 

du t i e s and using what i s l e f t over time for the detour 

with Orwell. I have used tlie amenit ies of North Block 

in the Finance Ministry for g iv ing concrete shape t o 

my Orwell reading. The d i c t a t i o n , manuscripts, cor rec ted 

vers ions and draf ts have undergone var ious permutations and 

cortibinations before t h e i r c o n c r e t i s a t i o n through the nimble 

f ingers of Dr. Mukherjee. The invaluable help given by 

Shri Ravinder Nath Sharma in the s e c r e t a r i a l p a r t of the 

research i s my l i f e long d e s i r e . 

The i n t e l l e c t u a l indebtedness t o Dr. Mukherjee, the 

academic obl igat ions to North Bengal Univers i ty for allo\-/ing 

me the nas t l i ng as a migratory b i r d , the o f f i c i a l r e l a t ionsh ip 

with my erstv.-hile col leagues of S i l igur i - J iL lpa igur i 

Development Authority, t o the Departn^nt of jbhe Environment 

of Government of wsst Bengal and to the Ministry of Finance 

of Government of India are t h e i r c r e d i t s of c a l l money. 

To acknowledge the ob l iga t ions t o the ncble personages of 

my geneological roo t s , i n s t i t u t i o n s , o rganiza t ions and 

people who have helped me in the bu i ld ing of my i n t e l l e c t u a l 
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infrastructure prior to the research is kept reserved 

for a future cccasion. The sacrifice of my wife Emily has 

enabled me to love Orwell at her expense. My thanksgiving, 

to the God of Bible for the positioning of favourable 

circumstances and personages for guiding me according to His 

plan, which I acknowledge as 'Grace of God', is the core 

idea and key factor of the Acknowledgement. 

New Delhi, 30th June, 1990 ^* JOseph 


