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_ of this stratigically important |

. and the consequent deepening

Mave, of late, alerted many of us in this
Brn for finding the right way in dealing
with the environment, r through ignorance or not, the ‘'fragile’
environment has often lHolated ocutragecusly, impairing its
huuucrmm % long-term effect, jeopardizing the
life-sustaining p : growing conscicusness about the worsen-
mummmu ty today to make a rethinking, for
halting the practices of y injuricus to the enviromment, “hile
it is admitted that the : can not be put back to its origi-
nal form, nor is it int ther, it may not be beyond our cons—

crisis of sheer
country with a serious

cious efforts to check or esircl such practices for arresting fure
ther detericration, £ protective measures for speeding up

the restorative processes of he snvircnment.

The Mahanands lsin in the Darjeeling Himalayas is
a region of a wide variety e and nof=renewable LeBOUICES.
Of late, this repository of 3]l wealth has been subjected to a
virtual plunder, In ¢t the local ecosystems are fast 1oos-
ing their resilisnce and Mative capacity, undermining the eco-
ascmic and cultural development ¢ this extremely sensitive area,

At this momemt, he suggestion of remediel
measures aud their active pntation is of vital concern, for,
on it depends the ecological ice and geowenvirommental stability
of the country.

A number of case gudies cn soileercsion, landslides
and flood problems of the 2 basin have been attempted in
post=independent India, both at guccnal and govermment levels, ~ad
to say, most of them are found in a systematic and conprehens-
sive approach to the problem,

A8 such, the researcher has been investigating
into these vast and inter-wowven ironmental problems of the
kahananda Basin since 1563 and dissertation is the out=-

come of this long persuit,
The auther recobds indebtedness to Ir.5.0eBasu,

Professor of CGeography & spplied + North Bengal University.
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' Iin the preparation of this dissertation many pecple
have aided genercusly amd patiently. Here the names of a few have
been singled out Dre ¥Wojedech Frochlich and
Dre Bugeniusz Cil of the Institute of Geography and Spatial Crganie
sation, Deptt. of Ceomorphology and Hydrology, Pelish Acadenmy of
Scliences, Krakow, Poland; Ir. qQ.Cerpard, Deptt, of WMQ
versity of Birminghams UsKe, Prof,b,Ehattacharya, If.M./.Jana, Leparte
ment of Cecgrapghy and spplied Geography § Sri S.CeBasu, lepartuent
of Boonomics,lorth Bemgal University and Dr.lL.Ghatwar, Guawahati
College, Assam. Thanks are alsc due to the perscnnel of the lorth
Bengal University Computer Centre, for helping in analysing the raw
data; Sri M.Medak for his continuous help in field work and lakorae
tory analysis, to the staff of the C,%.C, Field Station at Champasari
and to Sri A.Nag for typing the text, The author is extremely thanke
mwmamﬁw.mmmtmuwm
this research work,

Last but not the least, the author is grateful to
mmmmmmﬁ«mwumm
and Applied Geography, North Bungal University and to many unnimed
kind hearted local residemts of the Mahananda Basin without whose
generosity the present researc: work would not have been possible,

_ Sulin Sankar-
Dated : 3 Sept,'89,. * ( Sublr sarkar)
*  Legturer, deaww Roxrth

Bengal mm-aw Os North ml Undversity, s:an: bar jeeling,

#est Bengal, Pin moo. .
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