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Preface

Human trafficking, condemned to be a major vielation of human rights by internaticnal
conventions, 15 one of the largest cnme actvities m the world. As a fast-growmg activity of
trans-national crmminal oreanizations, human trafficking has drawn the atention of researchers as
well as policy makers in recent times, Traffickers deceive children, women and men primanly
from low socio-economic sections of the society, forcing them into exploitative situations from
time to time, As victims of human trafficking are robbed of their dignity, they find it immensely
challenging 1o get back mto the mamstream life afier being rescusd. Discrimination and
prejudice faced on a regular basis make it difficult for these victims o get deceplance in ther
societies. India has garnered world asiention for having high rates of human trafficking over the
vears. Against this backdrop, it seemed pragmatic to conduct research as a sociological study on

human trafficking, precisely women trafficking in Darjeeling hills of West Bengal,

The study mtends to broaden the scope of human trafficking research undertaken in India,
particularly i West Bengal. The primary focus of the study has been on the mynad factors
driving women trafficking in Danecling Hills, the diverse social and economic backgrounds of
the victims, and the association 1o o heightened sk of being wafficked. The different chapters of
the report emphasize the multiple layers of human trafTicking in India, exploring evidence of the
same in Dangecling Hills, with a particular focus on vulnerabilities and public discourse
associated with sociological perspective. It is expected that the complexity of human trafficking
would be well understood from the presentation of findings of the research, laying the foundation
for a shilt in pohcies associated with this pressing concem. 1L 18 further expected that experts
from multi-disciplinary fields would come forward with thewr perspectives for discussing how o
positive change can be brought about in the society pertmining to human trafficking at the

carliest.
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ACIM

AHTU

AIDS

AJWS

ASI

ATC

ATN

BDO

BDT
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Abbreviations

Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate
Anti-Human Trafficking Unit
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
American Jewish World Service
Assistant Sub- Inspector

Ant Trafficking Cell

Anti-Trafficking Network

Block Development Office
Bangladesh Taka

Below Poverty Level

Bal Suraksha Abhiyan

Current Account and Savings Account
Circle Inspector

Crime Investigation Department

Child in Need Institute

Commercial Sexual Exploitation
Commercial Sex Worker

Child Welfare Committee

District Aids Prevention and Control Unit.
Drivers Against Trafficking

District Crime Record Bureau

Drop -in-Centre

District Magistrate

Darjeeling Mary Ward Social Centre

Female Condom
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FIR

FSW
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GFF
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GTA
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HSWS

ICDS
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M
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IOM

IPC
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KUKWS

KNFD

LPG

Foreign Centre Regulation Act

First Information Report

Flying Sex Workers

Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women
Gorkha Dukh Niwarak Samelan

Glenn Family Foundation

Gorkha Janmukti Morcha

Gorkha National Liberation Front
Government Railway Police
Government Railway Protection Force
Gorkha Territorial Administration

Home Investigation Report

Human Immunodeficiency Virus

Hill Social Welfare Society

Integrated Child Development Services
Impulse Case Info Centre

Information Communication Technology
International Justice Mission
International Labour Organization
International Organization for Migration
Indian Penal Code

Indian Railways

Immoral Traffic Prevention Act
Kanchanjunga Udhar Kendra Welfare Society
Katihar North Front Division.

Liberalization, Privatization and Globalization
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LTTE

MARG

MCA

MED

MHA

MoLHR

MWCSW

NABARD

NBU

NCRB

NEAC

NGO

NLEP

NPO

OBC

POCSO

PSHTA

RCH

RPF

SAARC

SATC

SC

SHG

SP

SSB

ST

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

Mankind in Action for Rural Growth

Missing Child Alert

Ministry of Economic Development

Ministry of Home Affairs

Ministry of Labour and Human Resources
Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
North Bengal University

National Crime Records Bureau

National Environment Awareness Campaign
Non-Governmental Organization

National Leprosy Eradication Programme
Non-Profit Organization

Other Backward Classes

Protection of Children against Sexual Offence Act
Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking Act
Reproductive and Child Health

Railway Protection Force

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
Students Against Trafficking Club

Schedule Caste

Self Help Group

Superintendent of Police

Seema Sashastra Bal

Schedule Tribe
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STD

SUMI

TA

TI

UGMOR

UNICEF

UNODC

USAID

VAT

WBCPCR

WBSACS

WBSC

YATC

Sexually Transmitted Disease

Scottish Universities’ Mission Institution

Travel Allowances

Target Intervention

Union Government Ministry of Railways

United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

United States Agency for International Development
Villagers Against Trafficking

West Bengal Commission for Protection of Child Rights
West Bengal State Aids Prevention and Control Society
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Youth Against Trafficking Club
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Babu
Bacha bazi
Bakshis
Bhabi
Bhowju
Breaking period
Chachee
Chachu
Chema
Chor ko Shor
Dal

Dalal

Daju
Dhara
Drayangs
Dakshina
Dorji

Jalee
Kalee
Khajur
Kothi

Ling

Maiti Ghar
Majburee

Pukka

GLOSSARY

Client

A practice of exploiting young boys for social and sexual entertainment.

Tips

Sister-in-law (In Hindi)
Sister-in-law (In Nepali)
Where a victim is tortured physically and mentally so that finally she gives up.

Uncle’s wife (In Hindi)

Uncle (In Hindi)

Mother’s younger sister (In Nepali)

A practice where a girl is returned home after three days after her elopement

Pulses

Agent or broker of corruption. (In Hindi)
Elder brother (In Nepali)
A small flowing stream

Bhutanese karoke bars.

Sacrificial fees
Thunderbolt
Fake/illegal
Virgin
Jaggery
Brothel

Place

Mother’s home

Out of compulsion

Concrete
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Ranna
Rongs
Sabji
Sasural

Sindoor

To cook
Lepchas
Vegetables
In-laws home

Vermillion
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