ABSTRACT

Migrateon from one arca to anather area in search of betier liveliboods 35 a ke feature of human
history. It can ke over & short or Lotz distance, be shart-term ot permancnl, voluntacy or foreed,
national o fnfcrmguonal. hMigration from mral areas 10 orban areas i en age [ong phonomenaot.
Thz root cause af roral wo uthan migrabon is gaid to be ineguality of employment aod other
opportumities beoween rueal and urhan areas. The most admired and influential theory of roral-

utban aeratiom is blarmis-Todam Model Our siudy s bascd on this oedel,

In context of the stae of West Bongal it can ke observed that rural ta urban migration of rural
warkeTs is taking place o an unprocedented seale sineg the last 1w decades cspecially tronn e
chatrics ol Warh Bengal and that of western most districts of West Bengal. The most evident
reasons ohserved imthese disinets for migradien arc that of lack of employment vppuoctunity and
poverty of the migrants. The district Cooch Dehar situated in nimth-gastern part of West Bengal
selected tor ths study is evidently expeniencing a hiph degrec of rureal-urban migralion in revot
vears. Inler-state mural-urban migeation & mostly obsened in s dstnict. Deing the memote
distnct of West Dengal. i has a relavively hagh incidence of poverty and vere Tow level of human
development, 5n, sn in-depeh study of tural 1o orban mipration with s canses and conseguencas

1= reguired inehis distoet regarding the curtent soio-goomamic siiuaicn,

The mamn objectives ol thiz research study are- (1) To cxplors into e so0o-scnnmie causes af
migration of tural workers in wrban smers o Woest Bengal, i Too cxplore inle the sacio-

SCONOMmic cansequences of migration of rural workers in urhan areas in West Bengal.

The study iovolves existing licrawre, secondary dats and primary data. The sources of

secoadary data on migrulon are maindy WSSO dita af vareus rosds, the Census Reports of
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190 ], 24Wt1 and 2071 for the district and Lhe records of Giram Panchayats inthe case of sclectsd
villages. For collecting primary 4lata, 1andot sampling, and pueposive sampliog wechnigues have
br2en adopted, The Meld survey was done inthe vear 2012 an the basis of collection of hausehald

survey data. The dala ave. thercfore, criss-seciean fvpe dota.

The thesis comprises of euzht chaplers, Chaprers T and 1 deseribe "Imrodoction” and “Review of
Litgrature™ respectrvely, The ilestificatean of research pap s diseussed at the cod ot the Chapoer
1. T Chapter L1, “Rural-utban nugratien scecaro in India and in Wesl Bengal™ has heen
discussed vsing secondany data maimly an Ceosus 1991 2001 and 24001 and also NS5 Reprs
af ~arious rewnds. In thes chapter, wi have examined the various issues of migeation like
rgration by place of birth and by place of last ceswlenoe, odgraticn mtes, net migration rare of
wpmy ot $ates in India, end and cxtem ol roral-uthan migration in Incha anid in Wast

Guengal. i

I Chapter IV, “Demographic and socie-scuoomic profiles of migeant workers o the study arca”™
havet been analysed by using primary data. The majier findmes of this chapter are outlined in the

Follovaring winy

There 5 almes symmetncal disieibulicn among poputation o the sample villages found wch
respect to ily diviswn among adult male, adult female, male chald and female clald. Tha majuer
rigrant households occupied cubivable land loss than one bigha. thae is, they might be delimed
as landicss or near landless familiss. Majority male migranes acted as princpal earmer of the

Fareils Tre cngagme with o aonber of procipal sctivnics v destinaion dreds.

In Chaper W, “Trend, patlem aod eatures of rural-orban ongraton Inthe study arca™ have been

examaned by using primary data. The core resules of this chapter are outlined in the following,
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The majurity percemages of migraots have migrated ouside the stae for either mosearch of

ginployiment or i search of betler cinployenent opponiunicy m e destination areas.

D revealed that mas af the nugration bes @kan place theough tural 1o urhan stream in
industrial secoon Majority af the migeant workers of the sutveyed househalds reecived wages a

destinatiam in the range ol Bs #1-100 per dav,

I Chaprer ¥, “Causes ol nugration — push and pull factor” have been assessed on the Basis of

privary data. The major findings of s chrpier gre sunimpnezed helow,

Ezgarding the reasons for migration, o eould be fiound that the dominant of nugration for village s
of the disireet is that peaply migraed lasgely 10 ge betrer emplytoent. In eespeet of almuost zeco
wailing period, it eoold Be fopnd thet w 9933 pogent coses The imigrant workers dad Dot lave L
wiant i the destinaiian o oblam 2 joh and ouly 0.67 percent cascs 1he migrann warkers had e

wail ta get jah.

In respewt of companson of reasons o0 mupratien ol eaerants and reasens O non-migration of
nen-mmgrants, the data revealed that the majonty percentape ol migrants migrated eat-side the
thiztrict or state for in search of better emploviment. Onothe ather hand, major pereentage of non-
nugrant had sroall or medivm sice of agreultural Jand and thar weax the most important reasee tor
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In Chapee ¥ L1 Comseyuences of migration - costs and henadits™ have been explored through

feld survey data, The core findings: of this chopler are vwtlined m the follewing,

The majonty of the migranes {about 7 perceon) in the disiricr earmed neome o the range of Rs.

2HH to Ry A000 per monch, The bughest aumbers, af nugrams (sbour 3 pereent fell into 1he



eonsumption calegory of Bs, 1001 w Ry 2000 per month, Maost wof the midrane senl réramntances
ta their family memlbers in the range af Bs, 3001 1 Ba 10000 The data reveulad that the socio-
cropnonms condiwons of mipeant families have decn improved by wilizing remitaoces 1han that

of non-migman Tamilies.
In Chapter VI Summary, conelasions and policy recommendations™ have been autlined.

There are four majer hypotheses which are @sted in the Chapters from 1% te VI by analy«iog

the dala un respectrve grouands with tabular fomms snd also with graphical presentations.



