
xiv 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Contents Pages 

Declaration i 

Certificate ii 

Abstract iii 

Preface xii 

Table of Contents xiv 

List of Tables xviii 

List of charts xxii 

List of Maps xxiii 

List of Photographs xxiv 

Chapter I 

INTRODUCTION 1-30 

The Background 1 

Street Children: A Social Phenomenon 4 

Street Children: The Nomenclatures                                                           5 

Street Children: Definitions and Concepts 6 

Categories of Street Children 8 

Street Children in the Global Context 10 

Street Children in India 11 



xv 
 

Street Children in West Bengal 14 

Studies of Street Children: A Brief Review 16 

The Theoretical Frame of Reference 25 

Objectives 30 

Chapter II 

METHODOLOGY, STUDY AREA AND THE POPULATION 31-52 

Method of Data Collection 31 

Interview Schedule for Street Children 32 

Pre–Testing 32 

Observation 33 

Focus Group Discussions 33 

Interview process 34 

Questionnaire 35 

Analysis of data 35 

THE STUDY AREA 35 

Howrah: A Brief Historical Background 36 

Emergence of Howrah as an Industrial Town 37 

A General Profile of the Universe 42 

A PROFILE OF THE RESPONDENTS 46 

  



xvi 
 

Chapter III 

SOCIO- ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE STREET CHILDREN 56-90 

Social relationships 53 

Reasons of leaving the family 56 

Family background and support 59 

The Siblings 63 

Literacy and Access to Education 66 

Economic Activities 71 

Abuses Encountered 86 

Chapter IV 

LIFE OF THE STREET CHILDREN: 

THE PATTERNS AND THE PROBLEMS 91-113 

The place of stay and support system 91 

Exposure to Delinquency and Abuse 94 

Health and Hygiene 103 

Living conditions 111 

Chapter V 

REHABILITATION OF THE STREET CHILDREN: 

PROSPECTS AND PROBLEMS 114-127 

Present status 115 



xvii 
 

Rehabilitation of Street Children: A Preventive Approach 117 

Prospects 120 

Police on the Question of Street Children 122 

Child Welfare Committee on the Question of Street Children 123 

Station Manager on the Question of Street Children 124 

Focus Group Discussion 125 

Development of Areas from where the children migrate to streets 127 

Chapter VI 

CONCLUSION 128-142 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 143-148 

Annexure 149-162 

  




