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A vowel is a sound for whose production the oral passage is unob-
structed, so that the air current can flow from the lungs to the lips and
beyond with out being stopped with out having to squeeze through a nar-
row constriction, with out being deflected from the median line of its chan-
nel, and without causing any of the supraglottal organs to vibrate; it is
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whose production the air current is completely stopped by an occlusion of
the laryns or the oral passage, or is forced to squeeze through a narrow
constriction or is deflected from the median line of its channel through a

lateral opening, or causes one of the supraglottal organs to vibrate.”*
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