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ef laxity in this respect • Mention may , he weve r , be made 

in thia cennectien of ene redeeming f ea ture in ae ci e ty which 

• !!era a strik:ing contra et te medem idea• • " - ( Dr. R. c. 

Ma jumdar- The Hietery ef Bengal - Velume - I • Hindu 
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"'n DO far as the puna rbhu is concerned, Vats.Yayana 

gives us a somewha t different view e! her st1,1tus. The pu­

narbhu i a a wid•w wh~» , being ami tten with leve throu'!;h in­

C'.bility t• contr»l her paas ien, uni tea herael! again with 

a man seeking pleeaure and having excellent qualities. In 

chee$ing her mate she !ollewa, abeve all, the inclination• 

e! her heart. She per8Uades her lever t• spend meney en 

drinking parties, garden p a rties · .et "-e At her lever' a heua9 

she assumes the rele of a mistress, bein g af!ectienate t• 

his wedded wives, generous t• his servants and friendly with 

hia companittns. 11
- ( Dr. R.C.Ma jumder- The History and 

culture e! the Indian people- page Ne. 5'71- 5'72). 
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11 Retereacea i• the geaeral aa well as tech•ical li teratu't'e 

ef the early ceaturi es be!ere ud after chriot aeem te 

indicate that married wems ia hi gh tam.iliea did ••t uaugl~ 

appear in public witbeut veila • This custeil was prebably 

c••tiaued in the Gupta .Age • The aile1tce e:r Hiun Taag 

aad Iteiag , bewever , iadicatea that th3 wemeu did ••t 

geaerally ebaerve the purdah aad re11.aia i• aecluai•• • 

Fer aucb a peculiar cuetem t• which the,y were abselute 

atraa~era , weuld sur~ly hbve beea ••ticed by th~m • 

Beaidea , aa ••ted abeve ; sculptured repreaeatati••a e:r 

femal~figurea defiaite~ aegative the idea e:r a purdah. 11 

( Dr. R. C.Ma.jUII.der, Tbe Histo-ry & Culture e:r the Iadia 

peeple - p~e m.e. 5?4 ) 
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