
I:HAPTER - Vl 

INDIA'S EXPORTS TO . BANGLADESH 

India as a rescuer had to fight as an allied force to 

·liberate Bangladssh in 1971, to make "Herculean effor~" 1 in serv­

i~g the distressed humanity of about 10 million driven-out 

Bangladeshi people during liberation war taking refuge in different 

refugee camp• in India, had also to come forward to supply the 

necessary articles to cope with th~ bare needs of the war devastat~d 

economy of Bangladesh as he~ first trading partner near to door. 

She was the largest exporter in Bangladesh's import trade even in 

1973.2 But it took very little to change the pic_tu,re into deteriora­

ti6ns, though they have some positive historic ~s ~ell as geographic 
I 

locational advantages to promQtie their relations to a high level 
. 3 

particularly in the fields of trade, commerce and industry. 

The share of India's exports in the total imports ~or 

Bangladesh has been depicted in Table- G.1. It shows Indiats 

share to the highest at 26.33% in 1972 and to the lowest at 1.65% 

in 1983 within a span of about a decade. The picture is more pitiabl~ 

if we have an eye-wash over Table - 6.2 showing the share of 

.Bangladesh's imports in the total exports of India. India's 

exports to Bangladesh, i.e., Bangladesh's imports from India was 

only 3.85% in total exports of India in 1972. from·1977 such shares 

were always less than unity, the minimum being 0.38% in 1983. 
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Table - 6~1 

Shere of India's exports in the total . ' •'• 

imports of Bangladesh (1972 to 1985). 

Year Shar'e i'n p'ercients 

1972' 26 .33. 

1973 13.14 

1974 7.46 

1975 6.57 

' 1976 7o27 

1977 4.15 

1978 2.86 

1979 ·2~07 

1980- 2.12 

1981 2.41 

1982 1.80 

1983 1.65 

1984 2.23 

1985 2.56 

Source & IPlf'- Dlrecti~n.of Trade Statistics, Yearboo~ 
(various issue&). 
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1984 

1985 

.Table "'!" 6.2 

Share 6f B*~gl~d~~~·e·i~ports 'in t~e 

total exports of India (1972 to 1985)~ 

Share in ·percents 

3.88· 

2.10 : 

1.90 

1 .24 

0.81 

0.64 

0.52 

0.73 

0.78 

0.44 

0.38 

0.56 

0.64 

l.Mf (Same as Table- 6.1). 



Bangladesh has had more or less unstable governments in 

power with varying degree of co-operation with next to door neigh­

bouring state -- India. The political instability within Bangladesh 

was culminated especially by two successful military·coups assa­

ssinating two Heads of the State once in 1975 and the other in 

1981 followed by several unsuccessful coups mainly during President 

Zia's regima. The change in the r~ling elites in Bangladesh has 

been followed by a likewise change in her foreign trade diversi­

fications both in the fields of directions as well as in 

compositions.4 

' T.he. Table ~ 6.3 will show the degree of I'ndia' s export 

shares in Bangladesh's total imports during three different regimes 

ln Bangladesh. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Table - 6.3 

Degree of India's export share in Bangladesh's 
total imports during three different rsgifues~ 
in Bangladesh. 

Years Average percentage· share 
Regimes Covered India's exports to total 

imports of Bangladesh. 

Mujib Regime 1972 1975 13 .37. 

Zia Regime 1976 - 1981 3.48 

Ershad Regime. 1982 -1985 2.06 

Source ; IMr (Same·as Table- 6.1). 
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The table, how~ver, covered a period of 14 years from 1972 

to 1985 and within this period India's exports to Bangladesh had 
,. 

~ecorded the highest degree of average percentage share of the 

total imports of Bangladesh at 13.37%. Such degree of share was 

only 3.48% during Zia Regime, while it is 2.06% in case of Ershad 

Regime which is still continuing. So~ ·India's export trade with 

Bangladesh was more steady during Mubib Regime .upto 1975. The. 
' . . . ' 

policy pursuaded by-the post-Mujib Bangladesh governments to 

inc~~ass relations specially with the Muslim countries5 has been 

the decisive factor which may explain the fall in India's export 

share in Bangladesh's total imports as an aftermath of Mujib 

Regime. 

COMPOS.ITION OF INDIA'S EXPORTS TO BANGLADESH : 

India's exports to Bangladesh are of diverse in nature. 

They range from the most traditional agricultural raw materials 

to highly sophisticated industrial products. An estimate has been 

made in Table - 6.4 showing India's traditional (Primary) and 
. . 

non-traditional (Manufactures) exports to Bangladesh during 15 

years tfer iod from 1971 to 1985. It shows India's ·tradi tiona! 

exports to Bangladesh more ~r less stagnant at arbund 31.51% over 

years with a negative growth rate of -0.07% for the 15 years 

period of reference. So~ the traditional~exports to Bangladesh 

worth ~. 24~69 c~ores (57.51% of total) in 1971 came to ~.24.46 



-· 
Year 

'1.971 

1972 

1973, 

1974 

'1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

Table - 6.4 

·India's Traditional (Primary) and Non~Traditional 
. . ' . ' 

(M~nufacturas) Export& tG Bangladesh. 

(Years beginning from April o~ the year st~ted) 

(Value in c~ore of rupees)· 
Traditional· Export·s · · Non-Traditional. Expoi,"ts 
(R ITC Section 0. - 4) _(R ITC Section 5 - 8) 

24.69 14.59 
{5'7 .51) (33~98) 

94.94 41.23 
(69.72) (30.~6) 

16.99 35.92 
{27 .o3) (67~72) 

8.,94 30.40 
(221.63) {77 .os) 

21.55 36.:02 
(37.43) (62 .52) 

14.15 38.79 
(26.91) .(73.02)' 

14 .. 76 37.17' 
(27 e95) {71 .72) 

8.39 44.29 
'{15.90) (83.95) 

52.52 . 45.50 
{53.48) (46.35) 

12.70 60.96 
(17.15) ' (82.29) 

' 9.-?7 54.87 
( 15.21) (84.63) 

( Continued ) 



(Table - 6.4 continued) 

Year 

1982 

198:!1 

~984 

1.985 

Traditional E~ports Non-Traditio~al Exports 
(RITC ·section 0- 4) (RITC Section.5- 8). 

14~02 ,zg .12 
(32 .oo) · (67.82) 

16.20· 44.86 
(26.52) (73.45) 

24.72 76.99 
(24.28); . (75-~64) 

2"4 .• :46 103.83 
(19~03) (so .• 73) 

g.:: -.07% 14% 

a = 31 .5-1% 67.41% 

Source : DGCI & S -- Calcutta -
(Ministry of Com~erce, 
Govt. of India.} 

i) Monthly Steti•t~cs of the 
Foreign Trade bf India,vol. I. 

ii) Statistics of the Foreign 
Trade of India.by Countri~s, 
Vol. I. · 

(·various issue.s.) 

No~es : i) figures in the parenthesis revel percentages to the 
total exports including R ITC Section· 9. 

ii) 'g' stands for ~nnual·averags growth rate~ 
i!i) 'a' stands for annual average of percentages. 

iv) 'r' stands for Karl Psarsonian.co-efficieot df 
correlation between Traditional and Non-Traditional 
Exports over 15 years period of study. 



·crores (19.03% of total) in 1985·. More interesting is the correla­

tion that has been astablished betw~eri the values of traditional 

and non-traditional axports to Bang~~desh. Th8 Karl Pearsonian 

~a-efficient of correlation, i.e. 1 
1r 1 has been found at+ 0.001 

which is positive but negligible. It, therefore, indicates 

India's traditional exports practically has no prospect in 

trading with Bangladesh in comparison to India's non-traditional 

exports. India's non-traditional exports to Bangladesh has shown 

an annual average as high as 67.41% with growth rate of 14%.for 

the same period of study. Non-traditional exports, in absolute 

term, which was ~. 14.59 crores (33.98% of total) in 1971 has 

increased to the highest at Rs. 103.8:3 crores (80.73% of total) 

in 1985. 

COMPOSITION OF INDIA 1 S.EXPORTS BY AGGREGATE 1-DlGIT LEVEL TRADE 
CLASSIFICATIQ!i§. :. 

India's ~xparts to Bangladesh by one•digit level trade 

classifications have been presented for enumeration in Table - ti.S • 

. It.showa the following : 

a) Export of "Food and live animals chiefly fbr food" 

(RITC Section : 0) • • 

These were the chief export items of India to Bangladesh , 

in 1971 and 19'2 with values at~. 23.29 crores and~. 72.04 crores 



Table - 6.5. 

India1 s Visible Exports to. Bangladesh 6y Ritc~s~otions. 
(Years ~~ginning fr6m April of the year stated) 

. 'Value in crores of rueeesl 
Year 19?1 1972 197:3 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

RITC 

0 23.29 72.04 4.30 .76• '2.21 ··1•20 . 4.40 2.81 
(54.26) (52 .90) (8 .-1 o) (1 .92) (3.83). (2 .28) (7 .67) (5.33) . ' 

,;2;~ 58 1 - . g·.og . 5.40 4.47 ~.83 :.;.45 .-:-,.26 
(6 .67) .(10.20) (1.46) (8.10) (3.48) '( ~85) (.49) 

2. .87 10.81 4.75 2.98. 1.76 3.96 - 4i.BO 1 .68 
(2 .02) (7 .92) (~.94) (7·;~55) (3~09) (7 .54) (9.09) (3.18) 

3 - 1.46 2.53 4.61 12.84 7 ~07 5.42 3o62 
( 1 .1 0) (4.77) .(11.68) (22 .29) (13 .44) (10.27) (6 .• 87) 

4 .53 1.54 .01 .01 .07 .og .04 .02 
( 1 .23) (1 .• 13) (.02) (.02) ( .12) ( .17) (.07) (.03) 

5 .. 3.52 3.67 2.23 2.11 3.56 4 •. 07 3.66 6.01 . 
(8.19) (2. 70) (4.20) (5.34) (6 .18) (? .·74) (6 .93) (11 .39) 

6 3.81 20.85 23.17 16.63 19.00 12.47 23.80 19.49 
(8.87) (15.30)' (43.68) (42 .14) (32 .98) (23.72) (45.12) (36.95) . 

7 4.56 . 13.93 8.33 10.40 12.41 . 20.63 9.56 16~67 
(10.63) '1 0.22) (15.72) (26.40) (21 .54) (39 .24) (18.17) (31.59) 

8 2 .70. 2.78 2.19 1.26 1.05 1 •22 .95 2.12 
(6 .2 9) (2.04) (4.12) (3.20) (1.82) (2 .32) .(1.80 (4-.02) 

9 3.65 .04 .09 .12 .03 .04 ~a02 .oa 
(8.51) (.02) ( .16) (.30) (.05) ( .07) (.03) ( .15) N 

-J 

TOTAL 42.93 136.25 53.05 39.46 57.60 52.58 52.75. 52.76 
~~ 

( Continued ) 
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' Tabla - 6.5 continued l 
Year 1979 1.980 1981 1982 198:3 1984 --1985 

RITC -o· 39.82 6.75 -4.26 3.73 '6 .48 16.23. a.so 
(40.55) (9.12) ' (6 .57) (8~52) (1 0.61) (15 .95) (6 .• 85) 

1 .17 .59 .1 0 .sa .• 22 .35 .oo~-
(.17) (. 7·9) ' ( .15) (1 .33) . ( .36) . ·. ('.34) (.oo~). 

2 10.65 2.91 2.32 6.70 7·.69 ' 4e_59 ·. 9.67 
(10 .84) (:3.93) . : ' (3.58) (Hi.~B) . __ (12.59) (4.51) . (7.52) 

3 - 1.88 2.45 3.18 3.01 1.29 2.96 .. 5.99 
. (·1 .92) (3.:31) (4.91) (6 .87) (2 .11.) (2 .91) (4.66) 

4' .004 .ooo9 - - .52''' '.59 . -
( .oo~) (.on~ )' · (.85) (.57) 

5 6.99 5.14 7.07 4.23 4.87 ' 7.99 5.29 
(7 .12' (6 .94) (io .,91) (9.66) (7 .97-). (7 • .ss) (4.12) 

6 15.45 22.53 11 .18 8.61 16.84 36.73 45.92 
(15.74) (30.42) (17 .• 25) (19 ~65) (27 ~58) (36 .oa.) (35.?1) 

7 21.02 30.69 33.84 14.66 
; 

21.10 28.17 49.11 
(21 .41) (41.43) (52.19) (33 ~45) . (34.55·) (27 .68-) (38.18) 

8 2.04 2.60_ 2.78 2.22 2.05' 4~10 3.61 
(2 .OB) (3.50) (4.28) (5 .06) . (3.35) (4.0:3) (2 •. 72) 

9 .16 .42 .• 11 .. oa .02 ~09 .. .31 
(.17) (.56) (.16) ( .18) ,, (.03) (.08) .(.24) 

-· 
TOTAL 98.18. 74.08 64.84 43.82 61.0~ 101.80 128.60 

Source ; OGCI & S ~ Calcutta - i~ Monthly StatistiQs of the foreign Trade of India~vol.l. 
(Ministry of Commsrc~·ii Statistics of the F6reign Ttade of India by Countriee~ 
Govt. of India) vol.I. . · . N 

.. vario8i issues. -,j 

c;...) 

Note : Figures in the parenthesis reveal the percentages to t6tal. 
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constituting 54.26% and 52~90% to .total respectiv~ly~ Its share 

gradually :decreased to 3.83% .(Rs. 2•21 c.rores) in 1975; 9.12% : 

(Rs. 6. 75 ·crores) in 1980 and 6 .85% {P.s. 8 .BQ crores) in 1981 ~ 

It was the lowest.at 1.92% (Rs. 0.7& crores) in 1~74. 

b)· Expo~t of "Bsu~rages and tobacco" (R!TC Section 1 1) : 

• In 1971 "Beverages and tobacco" export was 'nil 1 • Such. 

sxpo~ts·in 1972 and 1973 were the tune of Rs. 9.09 crores and 

Rs. 5.40 crores with percentage shares ·of 6.67% and,10.20% respec­

tively. The volume and the percentage share of this item tend to 

decLine afterwards. These were Rs. 4~47 crores (8.10%) in 1975~ 

Rs. 0.59 ~rores (0.79%) in 1980 and the lowest at Rs. 0.004 crore~ 

(0.003%) in 1985. 

c) Export of "Crude .materials~ inedib ls, except fuels" 

(R ITC Section : 2) · : 

Such exports were only Rs. 0.87 crore~ (2.02%) in 1971. It 

was the h~ghest at ~. 1·0.~1 cror~s (7.92%) fn 1972 and the lowest 

at&. 1.68 crores (3.18%) in 1978. Higher volume of exports wers 

attained in 1979 at ~. 10.65 crores (10.84%) and in 1~85 at 

~. 9.67 crores (7.52%). 



( 

d) Export of "Mineral fuels, lubricants and related 

materials" (RITC Section : 3) : 

Export of these items started from zero level in 1971 and 

reached to the hig~est at~. 12.84 crores (22.29%) in 1975. Then 

it started to decline. In 1980 it was only ~. 2.45 crores (3.31%) 

and in 1985 it slightly rose to~. 5.99 crores (4.66%). It was 

the lowest at~. 1.29 crores (2.11%) in 1983• 

e) Export of "Animal and vegetable oils, fats and 

waxes" (RITC Section : 4) : 

India's exports of such items to Bangladesh exibit the 

lowest values over years. These were~. 0~53 crores (1.23%) in 

1971, ~. o.07 crores (0.12%) in 1975, and the lowest ~. 0.0008 

crot'l·es (0.001%) in 1980. In the years 1981, 1982 and 1985, 

exports of these items were totally 1 nil'. 

f) Export of "Chemicals and related products, n.e~s.n 

(RITC Section : 5) : 

Exports of ~. 3~52 crores (8.19%) of such items in 1971 

came to ~. 3.56 crores (6.18%) in 1975, ~~ 5.14 crores (6.94%) 

in 1980 and ~. 5.29 crores (4.12%) in 1985. It attai.ned the 

highest value at ~. 7.99 crores (7.85%) in 1984 and the lowest 

at~. 2.11 crores (5.34%) in 1974. 
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Export of "M~nufactured gobds blassified chiefly 

by mate~i~ls" (RITC ~~ctiori : 6) : 

ihes~ are the most i~~ortaht items ~f Indi~'s ~~p6rts ·to 

i3angiadesh attaining mostly the high'ss't values over years •. F'rom 

the lowest Rs. 3.52 crores (a .19%) .in 1971 it' finally rose to' the 

high~st ~t Rs~ 45.92 crores (35.71%} in 1~8~. Its s~are~ to the 

total ~r.~ere the highest in the· yea~s-1973. (43.68%), 1974 (42.14%), 

1975 (32.98%), 1977 (45.12%), 1978 (36.95%), and in 1984 (36.08%). 

\. ,, I 

h) Export of "Machinery and transport equipment" 

(R ITC Section : 7) .: 

'i • .. 

These are the other m6st i~portant items attaining mostly . ~ ' . ) . 

the highest values over years. F'rom the lowest Rs. 4.56 crores 
•' ' • I _. ' ' ' .' .' 

(10.63%) in 1971 it finally rose to.the highest at Rs. 49.11 crores 

(38.18%). Its share to the total were the highest in the years 

1976 (39.24%), 1980 (41.4~%), 1981 (52.19%), 1982 (33.45%)~ 1983 

(34.55%), and iri 1S85 (3~.18%). 

; ' 

i) Export of "~iscellaneous manufactured articl~a" 

. (.RITC Section .: 8} • • 

Export of such manufactured articles were of the value 

of Rs. 2.70 crorea (6.29%) in 1971, Rs. 1.05 crores (1.82%) in 1975t 



( 

~. 2.60 crores (3.50%) in 1980 and ~. 3.51 crorss (2~72%) in 1985. 

The highest value being ~. 4.10 crores (4.03%) in 1984 and the 

lowest at ~e 0.95 crores (1.80%) in 1977. 

j) Export of "Commodities and transactions not classi­

fied elsewhere in the SITC" (RITC Section : 9) : 

Export of such unclassified miscellaneous commodities and 

also the transactions attained the level of crore of rupees only 

in 1911 at~~ 3.65 crores (8.51%). In other years the values are 

alWays below the level ·of crore of·· rupees • 

COMPOSITION OF INDIA'S EXPORTS BY DISAGGREGATE 2~DIGIT LEVEL 
TRADE C~ASSiflCATION~ : 

An analysis of the composition of India's exports to 
' " .. 

Bangladesh at .a disaggregate lev~l ~s.very. importa~t,to g~ther a 

handful of knowledge of. the same~ To this end a series of tables 

haVE? been.prepared and alalysed as follows : 

i) India~s exports to Bangladesh by main categories 

under RITC Section : 0 (Table - &.6) : · 

The agrarian Bangladesh economy is characterised by its 

rice production, the main food-stuff of Bangladeshi people. About 
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Table - .6 .6 

India's exports to Bangladesh by main categories und~r RITC Section : 0 

( Years beginning from April of the year stated ) 

{ \l_alue in l~c_ of rup_ees _ _) _ __ _ _ _ __ 
Commodit~ Description 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

Live animals chiefly for 
food. 

Meat and meat preparations. 

Dairy products and bird 1s 
eggs. 

Fish,erustaceans and molluscs, 

o.oo. 

and preparations thereof •. · 0.58 

0.03 -
... -

46.39 2.51 

0.41 

Cereals and cereal pre~ 
parations. 2278.84 7039.55 23.72 

Llegetable and fruits 

Sugar, sugar preparation 
an~ honey 

Coffee, tea, cocoa, spices 
and manufactures thereof. 

Feeding stuff for animals 
(not including unmilled 
cereals). 

Misc. edible products and 
preparations. 

-
17.46 

0.03 

32.88 

5.134 8.22 

77 .02 371 .09 

9.06 21.26 

26.71 3.49 

0.01 

0.31 

0.02 

31.27 

17.951 

3.43 

15.19 

8.50 

o.oo 0.15 -
- -

0.1 B· o. 70 0.11 

- - -
149.93 . 34.96 12.13 

52.77 72.21 121.24 

0.19 1.01 1 .22 

17.71 10.89 270.74 

- -
0.47 0.47 0.31 

o.os 
0.30 

0.44 

-
54.84 

210.20 

0.38 

14.78 

o.-25 

( Continued ) 
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( Table - 6.6 continued ) 
,, 

Commod!ty Description ':1: 1979 1980'. .. 1981 

Live ~nimals c~iefly for food 0.75 0.47 . ', 4.45 

Meat and ~eat pr~pat~t!ons. - - -
Da!~y product~ and bird 1 s ~gg~~ 

~ish; crustaceans and .molluscs. 
and ~reparations.ther~of. 

Cereals and ~ereal preparations. 

Vegetable ahd ftuits. 

·~:- 0.14 

1 ~76" -
2799.29 372.90 

311.24 273~'21 

Sugari sugar preparation ,and honey. 767~62 -
Coffee, tea,. cocoa, spices:. and 
manufactures thereof. ' .. ' 

feeding stuff for animals (not 
including unmi1led:cereals). 

. ' 

Misc. edible products and 
preparC1tions. 

97.15 28~58 

4.35 -
0.01 o.os 

... 

74.22 

., 
329~63 

'"!' 

18.37 

0.07 

Source 
Notes 

: OGCI & S 
: i) Rupee 
. ii) 1 lac 

- Calcutta (Same as Table - ·s.s). 

iii) Dashes 

- Unit. of Indian currency • 
= 0.1 million. 
(-) stand for 'nil'. 

1982 1983 
' 

'·' ' 

0.21 0.45 

- -
.:. 

. -
-
-'. 

i 

1984 

1.08 

-
•0;.56 

20.56 182.72 514.59 

341:~a 363~~4 714.~~ 

... ... 281 ;·53 

! ' . ' 
"11~99 101~27 111.11 

- 0.22 
>) .i 

/.-... 

1985 

Oe42 

... 

85.06 

786~37 

19.64 

-

N 
t~;..!l 

~ 
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half of the value added in her agriculture· is represented by this 

rice produ_ption. 6 ·Ins pits .of her domestic production of rice as 

the main food-stuff, she .had to import foodgrains from outside 

sources even from her pre-liberation periods due to growing 

demand of her over-populated economy. Bangladesh was:hit by 

liberation war and natural calamities like flod~ cyclone, 

drought etc. in the early years of 1970's. Damage to. the agri~ul• 

tural output due to liberation war in 1971 was estimated at some 

$ 300 miilion.7 So, her food grains imports rose to nearly 2.5 

~lllion tons each year in 1972 and 1973 from an estimated 1.~ 
. . . ' . 8 

million tons in 1971• In these very particiJlar post-liberation 

earlier years of Bangladesh, India's exports were in maximum 

proportions in food itemo. The composition of such fo~d~it~ms 

has been shown at disaggre~a~e level in Table - 6.6. It shows 

t~at the "Cereals and cereal preparations" are the main important 

food item exported to Bangladesh having the highest values at 

~. 2278.84 lacs,~. 7039.55 lacs~~. 31.27 lacs,~. 149.93 lacs, 

~. 2799.29 lacs, ~. 372.90 lace in 1971, 1972, 1974, 1975, 1979 

and 1980 respectively. 

"Vegetable and fruits" constitue the highest values under 

RITC Section : 0 in 1976, 1977, 1978, 1981, 1982, 1983, 1984 and 

1985 with cor~ssponding values of ~. 72.21 lacs, ~. 121.~4 lacs, 

~. 210.20 lacs, ~. 329.63 lacs,~. 341.18 lacs, ~. 363.84 lacs, 

~. 714.79 lacs and ~. 786.37 lacs respectively. 



"Sugar, sugar preparations an~ haney" presented the largest 

supplies in total ~ood items at~. 371.09 lacs in 1973. Its 

SUpplies in higher Values W@~S in 1971 (~. 17.46 l~cs), 1972 (~. 

(~. 77~02 lacs), 1974 c~. 3.43 lacs), 1976 (~. 1e01 lacs), 1977 

(~~ 1.22 lacs), 1979 (~. 767.62 l~c~) and. in 1984 (~. 281.53 lacs). 
' . 

In the years 1980 to 1985 except 1984 its exports were 1 nil 1 • 

Export of "Coffee, te~, cocoa, spic~s and manufactures 

thereof" rose from only ~. 0,03 lacs in 1971 to the maximum of 

~. 270.74 lacs in 1~77. 

"Misc. edible products and preparations" were exported with 

values above lac of rupees during 1971 to 1974~ In other years its 

exports were below the level of lac of rupees and even 'nil' in 

1978, 1982, 1983 and in 1985. 
. . 

Other items have negligible figures and/or 'nil'. 

ii) India's exports to Bangladesh by main cat~goriea under 

RITC Section : 1 (Table - 6.7) • • 

India started export of "Beveragesn to Bangladesh from 1972 

worth ~. 2.07 lacs• as shown in Table - 6.?. It• values are always 

below the level of lac of rupees and even 'nil' in ather yeare. 
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Table - 6.7 

India's exports to Bangladesh ~y main categories ~nder 
RITC Section : 1. 

' ' 

(Years beginning from Apr'il ·or :the year stated) ·. : · 

Commodity 
De'ecription. 
Year 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

'1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985. 

Beverages. 

2.07 

o.oa 
0.81 

-
0.91 

0.17 

0.15 

0.23 

o.oo. 

-
-

0.16 

·-. 

'. 

(Value in lac ~f·r~~ees) 
Tobacco and · 

r·obacco manufactures 

-
907.85 

540.58 

57.86 

467.85 

182.18 · 

45.53 

26.11 

17.29 

59 .99· 

10.76 

58..'76 

22.37 

35.19 

Sourcei:;.: OGCI & S - Calcutta (Same as ~able - f5 .5) ~ 

Notes : Same as Table - 6.6 •. 
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On the other, exports of ~Tobacco and tobacco manufactures" 

ware also statted from 1972 with the highest ~xport-value of this 

item being ~. 907.85 lacs. Its value tends to decline; and in 1985 

it ~ntails into the minimum of ~. 0.44 lacs. In this respect it is 

worthwhile to note that India was one of the premier tobacco 

suppliers to Bangladesh from 1972 to 1976 by exporting such items 

of~. 907.85 lacs in 1972, ~.-540.58 lacs in 1973, ~. 57.86 lacs 

in 1974; ~. 467•85 lacs in 1975 and Rs. 182.1B:lacs in 1976. :During 

this periOd there w~s a propaganda popularised by some coteries 

·in Bangladesh against India's tobacco exports in exchange of fish 

imports into India from that country mainly during the Mujib regime~-

The propaganda : "Protein for Nicotine from .India" had some adverse 

·effect on India's export of tobacco to Bangladesh particularly 

after the assassination of Sheikh Mujib on August 15, 19759 and 

thereby dismantle ~f his government. Bangladesh started to buy 

large volume of tobacco .and tobacco manufactures from other sources 

like Japan, Pakistan, China, the U.K. etc.10 Such shift in direction 

and composition of trade is clearly based on political considera­

tions most contrary to the mutually beneficial economic ones. 

iii) India's exports to Bangladesh by main categories 

under RITC Se~tion : 2 (Table - 6~8): 

Table - 6.8 shows India's crude materials exports to 

Bangladesh, of which export of "Textile fabrics and their waste" 

in higher values were in 1972 (~. 880.47 lacs)~ 1973 (~. 232.58 . 



', 

Table - 6.8 

Indi~'s ~kports to Bangladesh by main c•te~oties under RITC Section :.2. 
( Years beginning from April. of the year stated ) 

Commodity Description 

Hides, skins and fu~-akins~ 
raw. 

Oilseeds and oleaginous 
fruit. 

Crude rubber (including 
synthetic and reclaimed). 

Carl~ and wood. 

Pulp and ~aste paper. 

Textile fibres (other than 
wool tops) and their wastes 

'i 9?1 

..... ~.' 

42.76 

-
-
.... 

(not manufactured into yarri 
of fabric}e .· ·39.18 

.Crude fertili~ers and c~ud~ 
minerals (excludin~ coal, . 
petroleum and ~recise stone~~ 5~03 

Metalliferous ores and 
,metal scrap. 

Crude animal and vegetable 
materials, n.e.s. 0.22 

Ual.u§l_ j.n__l.~~;: of rupees ) , .. 

1972 1973 19?4 1975 1976 1977 

- .. - ... - ... 

72.28 o·~29 - - ... 0.18 

0.28 0.01 0~07 - -· : 1.52 

31 .• 15 65'.33 19·.24 48.~03 ' .99.~21 ' 33 .os 

. ·- .... - - - -" 

880.47 232.58 :34.24 - o.os -
76.02 76.37 215.83 108~51 159.30 315.12 

0.81 '71 ·.09 :3.80 1.55108.31 68.50 

20.23 30.02 25.64 1'7.95 29.29 61.83 

1978 

0.41 

1.87 

5.20 

-

o.o7 

88.74 

. 5.05 

67.60 

( Continued ) 
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t~ 
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(Table - 6.8 c~nt!u~ed) 
Commodity D~scriptioh 

Hides, skins and fur-skins, ra~. 

Oileeeds and oleaginous fruit. 

Crude rubber (including .synthetic 
a~d rsclaimed). 

Crirk and ~ood. 

Pulp and waste paper. 

Textile fibres ·(other than woo;1.,: tops) 
and their wastes (not m~nufacttired 

1'979 1980 

-
0.28 -
2.19 1o34 

15.66 16.91 

-

1,981 . 1982 198:3 1984 

- · o •. 2o - 'o.oo 

... 0.04 0.29 Oo47 

- 0.22 Cll 0.31 

- - -
into yarn of· fabric). 842 •67 ..... 0.1 0 . 299.99 179 .• 09 52 \047 ' 

Cruds fertilizers and crude minerals 
(~x61uding coal. petroleum and 
precise stones). 106,22 175.35 155.94 

'Metalliferous ores and metal sera~. 6.23 ~.98 3 .• 81 

Crude animal and vegetable materials, 
n .e .s. 92;•02 92.09 73 .• 05 

·' 

Source : OGCl & S - Calcutta (Same as Table· • 5 .5) ·~ 

Notes' : Sam~ as. Table.~ 6.6. 

326.99 5:30.32 339.13 

4 .. 08 9.43 1 ,.60 

39,,28 50.'70 65.61 

1985 

-
0.04 

-
37 t·95.: 

606.35 

257.18 

69.97 

"-

N 
00 
bj\ 



lacs), 1979 (~. 842.67 lacs), 1982 (~. 299.99 lacs) and 1983 

{~. 179.09 lacs). In 1975, 1977 and 1980 exports of this category 

were '~11'. Exports below the level of lac of rupees were.in:1976, 

1978 and 1981. During these pe~iods, Bahglad~sh used to purcha~e: 

such categories f.rom Pakistan and other sources in sub.stantial 

. "ti'. 11 quant~. es" . 

The most important item· o'f the ca'tegciry is the "Crude ferti­

lizers an'd crude miner'als 11 ' whose export·s st,arted 'f'rom Rs. 5.03 lacs 

in' 197·1,' it. reached to the a'pex of Rs. 606 •. 35' lacs in 1985 •. In 1975 

a~d 1980 such e~portci were of ~. 108.51 la~s and Rs. 175.35 lacs 

re~p~ctively. It·h~~ shown'an uninter~upted increasing t~end from 

1971 to 1971 and afterwards such trend wa~ i~ a fluctuating manner~ 

Export~value of "Metalliferous ores and metal scrap" was 

the highest at Rs. 257.18 lacs in 1985 and the lowest at Rs. 0.81 

lac in 1972 .• However, its export in 1971 was 'nil'. 

Such maximum and minimum valties of export of "Crude animal 
/ 

and vegetable materials, n.e.s." were Rs. 92.09 lacs in 1980 and 

Rs. 0.22 lac in 1971 respectively. 

Other important export item of this category is the "Cork 

and wood" whose value was the highest at Rs. 99.21 lacs in 1976. 

It shows expo~t-values above the level of lac of rupees from 1972 



( 

to 1980. Afterwards, ita values are below the level and even 'nil' 

in 1981, 1983 and 1985. 

"Crude rubber" appeared as an important item on the export 

list for Bangladesh from 1977 with~. 1.52 lacs and it continued 

abov~ the level upto 1980.· 

Iridi•'s exports of "Oilseed~ and ol~aginous fruit"'were 

above the level ~or only the fi~st two years with the values at 

Rs •. 42.76 lacs in 1971 and &., 7·2 .2 B lB;cS in 1.97~. 

.tv) 

. I 

India~s ~xports to ~anglade~h b~ main categories 

~nder RITC Section : 3 1 (Tab~e - 6~9). : 

India is in a position to suppiy mineral fuels like "Coal, 

coke and brique~t~s~ to B~nglodesh at low freight rates from the 

collieries bf West Bengal and Bihar adjacent to Bangladesh. Such 

exports of "Coal, coke and briquettes"~ as revealed in Table - 6.9, 
\ 

were Rs. 146.64 lacs in 1972 and by an increasing trend it rea.ched 

the highest at ~. 1284.99 lacs in 1975. The change in the directibn 

as w~ll a~ the composition of trade of Bangiadesh after 1975 due 

to change J.n the ruling power had caused a decline. in the imp.ort 

of Indie~ co~l~ coke and briquettes into Bangladesh to some ~xtent. 

Bangladesh. used to import these items from distant ~ources like 



r· 

. . . ' . 

'· I 

· · · To'tal - 6.9 

India's exports. ~o Ban~ladesh by main 

~ategories uhd$r·~tTC ~~~tion t 3. 
' • ' '. • ' ', ' . ,l • 

(Years begiririing f~o~ A~~ii' oi the year stated) 

• I j 

(Value in l.a~ .of rup13es). · 

:Commodity ·· 
. ·Oeser iption 

Year 

1971 

. 1~72. 
.. ' . 

1$173 _ .. 
' 

1974 

,975 

·1976 

1977. 

1978 

19?9 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1;985 
.\. '?1 

Coal, coke 
and briqu­
ette$• · 

-
1'46 .64 . 

253.88 

461.86 ; . 

1284~99 

707.32' 

542.36 ··. 

304.11 

185.31 

244.69 

317.54 

301 .13 

129.70. 

296 •. 41 

599•68 

'. 

.·Petroleum, 
petroleum 
products 
and. related 
illlterials. 

-
-
-
-
·-
-
-

. 58.87 
.... -· 

3.11 

0.41 

1 .1 0 

Gas, Electric 
· natural~ current • 

manu• 
factur~ad 

-
-- . 

.· -
-

·.-
-

0.18 

-

J 

-
-
-
-
-
-
---
-
-

0.15 - -
- -

- ·- -
- - -

Sour~e : DGCI & 5-- Calcutta.(Same a~ Table • 6,5). 
Notes : s•~~ as Table - 6.6. 

' ,. 
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China, Austrellia etc. But due to geographical advantage Indian 

exports of thes~ items are regaining its position gradually. 

India's export of "Petroleu~~ petrole~m products and related 

materials" to B.angladesh was started from 1978 with a maximum value 

of ~. 58.8? lacs and continued upto :1982 w~th a minimum of ~o 0.15 

lacs. 

'" .. ' . ' 

In~ia supplied "Gas" as fuel to. Bangladesh only in 1979 

at an amount of ~. 0.18 lac~~ 

v) India 1 s ,exports to Bangladesh by main categor iss 

under RITC Section : 4 (Table- 6.10) _: 

Animal and vegetable oils, fats etc. ·have the minimum 

values in India's total exports t6 Bangladesh. Amongst them . ' 

. 11 fixed vegetable oils and fats" have shown compa~ativeli hiQher 

values in Table - 6.10. Such exports showed the highest value in 

1972 (~. 99~26 lacs) and th~ lowest in 1978 (~~ 1_.10 lacs). In the 

years, 1979, 1981, 1982, 1984 and 1985 export of_these items_ recor­

ded nothihg. After 1978 its supply to Bangladesh_were irregular 

~rom Indian source. In 1983 its abrup~ supply to Bangladesh_ was 

as high as~. 52.52 lacs. 



I 

' 

!J 

Table - 6.10 

India's exports to Bangiadesh by main 

categories under RITC Section : 4. 

(Years beginning from April of the year ,stated) 

(Value tn l~c of rupees) 
Commodity 
Description 

Animal 
oils 
and 
fats;. 

fixed· 
vegetable 
oils and 
fats. 

Animal and vegetable 
oils and fats, proce­
ssed, and waxes and 
animal or ve~etable 
origin. 

YC?ar 

1971 12.30 41.27 0.15 

1972 54.60 99.26 0.23 

1973 0.19 1 .70 o.oa -, 

1974 - 1 .42 ·Oe48 

1975 - 5,_~ 14 2.45 

1976 - 7.73 2 .18. 
' 

1977 0.73 3.71 -·· 
197,8 1 .14 1 .1 0 -
1979 - - 0.46 
. \.' 

1980 - :·.o.oa -
1981 - -
1982 --. 
1983 52.52 ' 

1984 59.32 -
1985 

·source • DGCI & s- Calcutta (Same as Table - 6.5). • 
Notes : Same as Table - 5.6. 
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"Animal oils and fats" have ~lao irregular supplies with 

a sudden high value at ~. 59.32 lacs in 1984. 

Other item, viz •• "Animal and vegetable oils and fats, 

processed and ~axes and animal or vegetable originrP have shown 
' ' 

export-values abov~ the level of _lac of rupee~ bnly iti two years, 

i.e., in 1975 (P.s. 2.45 lacs) and in 1976 (Rs. 2·.18 lacs) •. Export 

of these items were t nil 9 from .1977: to 1985 exc,ept in 1979 ~hen 

the export-value was as low as Rs~ 0.46 lac. 

vi) India's exports to Bangladesh by main categories 

under RITC Section : 5 (Table - 6.11) : 

' 

Bangladesh is an i~~ort dependent economy due tu deficiency 

in her ~atural endowments.12 She h~s to depend almb~t entirely on 

external supplies to keep her chem~cal industry in ~unning condi­

tion. India's suppl~ss of these items are always in modest amounts. 

Such chemical e~port~ of ln~ia to Bangladesh includes, as has 

been presented in Table- 6.11, "Organic chemic~ls~ showing an 

inOr~aaiMg. trend in the first five years st~rting from ~. 10~04 

lacs in 1971 to~. 145.19 lacs i~ 1975. After 1975'its exports 

become minimum at ~ •. 2.87 lacs in 1981. 



Table - 6.11 

India's exports to Bangladesh by main categories under RITC Section : 5 
{ Years beginning from April 6f the ye~r stated ) 

~(~UEi_lt.le_:_in lac ~_Q_f_ ).•ugees ) 
Commcidity Description 1971 1972 1973 1974 .1975 1976 1977 

Organic chemicals. 

Inorganic chemicals. 

Dyeing, tanning and colouring 
materials. 

Medical and pharmaceutical 
products. 

Essential oils and perfume 
materials; toilet, polish­
ing and cleansing prepara­
tions. 

10.04 

92.50 

7.28 

fertilizers, manufactured. 188.68 

Explosive and pyrotechnic 
products. 

Artificial resins and pla~­
tic materials, and cell~l~s~ . 
eaters and ethers~ 53.03 

Chemical materials and 
products, n~s.s. 1.08 

43.45 :47 .• 85 108.72 145" •. 19. 71.35- 5.11 

19.:02 
_, -.• 22.47 4. 75 103 •42 

.. ' 
24.66 '42 .07 39 •. 76 141.26 244.26 190.91 

161.42 82.75 25.U6 20~76 37.95 27.38 

16.95 3.89 2.45 1~13 ,.3z 7.9s 

67.22 - -
0.42 4.76 1.39 2899 2.36 0.61 

43.62 2.05 6.68 4.46 21.10 19.40 

9.65 20.71 26.44 17.66 24.43 12.06 

( 

.1978 

4.47 

81 .88. 

405.59 

17.73 

3.15 

-
1 .. 96 

63.20 

25.41 

(Co.ntinued) 

r~ 
~'? 
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(Table - 6.11 continued) 

Commodity D~s6ription 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

Organic chemicals. 3.26 2.96 2.87 3.07 5.99 20.68 3.91 

Inorganic chemical&. 74.37 62.93 72.01 66.17 111~38 144.49 83.72 

Dyeing• tanning and colouring 
matlirials. 440.2 8· 381 .37 444.56 269.06 234.35 405.66 299.91 

Medical and pharmaceutical 
·products. 31.83 21.18 45.25 22.65 52.55 1 02·.69 81.11 

Essential oils and perfume mater-
ials; toilet, polishing and clean-
ing preparations. 3.17 ·3.02 6.48 17.58 16.51 14.99 5.79 

fertilize~~. m~nufactursd. - - - - - 0.20 .... 

' 
Explosive and pyrotechnic products. 2.52 1.40 - ·- - 3.70 0.30 

Artificial resins and plastic 
materials, and cellulose esters 
and ethers. 122.52 13.85 64.24 21.46 15.28 57.16 10.06 

' 
Chemical materials and products, 
n .• e .s. ·. 21.44 .28.17 71 .96" 23.50. 50.89· 49.51 .. 44.53 

l~ .. 

$ource : OGCI & S-:- Calcutta (Same as Table- 6.5). ~~----c;.,f 

Notes : Same as Tabla - 6.6. 
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Export of "Inorganic chemicals"; howev~r, have gained 

momentum from 1975 and onwards. In 1975, ~. 22.47 lacs of 

"Inorganic ch~~icals« have been exported. It was ~~ 62.93 lacs· 

in 1980. and Rs. 83.~72 lacs in 1985, the highest being· Rs~ 144··4·9· 

lacs. in .1984. 

Amongst the chemical exports. 11 0yeing, tanning and 

colo~rin~ m~terials" we~e the most importarit items on the export­

list of India to Bangladesh over years. ·It rose from the minimum 

o.f: Rs. 24.66 lacs in 1972 to the highest at 444.56 lacs in 1981. 

Export.:.values· of 
1

such i terns have also gained greater momentum 

from 1975 with'~.·i41.26 lacs toRs. 381.37 l~c~ iri 1980 and 

Rsa.299.91 lacs in 1985. 

The next important item is the 11 Nedical and p'harmaceutical 

products" which consti~uted the highest ~al~~s ~mongst the chemicals 

exports to Bangladesh during the first three years from 1971 to 

1973 valued at Rs. 92.50 lacs, Rs. 161.42 l~cs and Rs. 82.75 lacs 

respectively. Values of such· exports, however, become Rs. 20.76 

lacs in 1975, Rs. 21.18 lacs in 1980 and Rs. 81.11 lacs in 1985. 

Another important it~m is the "Artificial resins and 

plastic materials• and cellulose esters and ethers" providing the 

highest value at Rs. 122.52 lacs in 1979 and the minimum at 

Rs. 2.05 lacs in 1973. 



Then comes the "Essential oils and perfume materials; 

toilet, polishing and cleansing preparations" showing the highest 

and the lowest values respectively at fu. 17.58 lacs in 1982 and 

-~~ 1.32 lacs in 1976. 

"Chemical materials and products, ri~e.s~~ have regular 

supplies to Bangladesh with values at~. 1.08 lacs in 1971, 

~. 17~66 lacs in 1975, ~~ 28.17 lacs in 1980 and ~. 44.53 lacs 

in 1985. 

India's 11 Manufactuted Fertilizers" exports to Bangladesh 

were for only three years- in 1971, 1 972 and· in 1 ~84 valued at 

~. 188~68 l~cs, ~. 67.22 lacs and ~. 0.20 lac respectively. 

~xplosiv~ ~nd pyrotechnic products" hays showp very small 

amounts throughout the per~od under study._~ts exports ~ere even 

1 nil' in 1971 and 1981 to 1983 periods. Such exports were the 

highest at Rs. 3 •. 70 lacs in 1984. 

vii) India's exports to Bangladesh by main categories 

under RITC Section : 6 (Table - 6.12) : 

Manufactured goods classified by materials were the foremost 
- ' ' 

;•{·· . , -, I . 

Indian exportables for Bangladesh' presenting-' 1the hlgh~st export-
' '· . 

•'r-: 

,f/ 



Table - 6.12 

India's exports to Bangladesh by ~ain categories under RITC Section : 6. 
. . 

( Years beginning from April of the year stated ) 

~---- ___ _ _ ____ _ ___ _ ____ _ _ ( Value in_l_ac_of _:t-_I.Jpe_es }~_ ~-
Commodity Description 1971 . 1972 1973 197'4 · 197·5· 1976 1977 

Leath~r, leather manufac­
tures, n.e.s .• ,. and dressed 

. .fur-skins. 

Rubber manufactures,n.e.s. 

Cork and wood manufactures 
(excluding furniture). 

Paper, paper board and 
art·iclea of paper pulp, of 
paper or of paper board. 

Textile yarn, fabrics, m_ade­
up articles, n.e.s. and rela~ 

-
-
-
-

2~32 2.67 2.43 4.39 3.20 3.27 

21.60 40.94 33.90 -34.55 22.75 23.45 

0.29 19.39 59~90 90~40 10.67 45.06 

104.86 97~96 72.10 78.80 36.46 20685 

1978 . 

'1.25 

30.-51 

25~04 

41o85 

ted pr9ducts. 274.20- 1266e69 1557.35 1009.21 124.83 147.75 716.10 . 422.07 

Non-metallic mineral manu• 
factures, n.e.s. 22.13 

Iron ~nd steel. 18.38 

Non-ferrous metals. 1.21 

Manufactures of metal,n.e.s. 65.19 

407.34 267.54 150.99 222.26 211.26 291.58 

190.22 213.96 139.71 935•74 426.16 875.35 

23.96 53.52 36.49 

67.81 63.66 159.07 

287.06 238.48 318.21 

122.88 150.91 83.~1 

251.53 

868.68 

89.53 

215.42 

( Continued ) 
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(Table - 6.12 coniin~ed) 
·----------~---------Commodit~~ri~acriptio~ 

leather1 leather manufac~ures, 
n~s.s., and dressed tur-skins. 

, I 

Rubber manufactures, n.e.s. 

Corle and w~od.manufactures 
(excluding fu,~ni ture). 

Paper, paper board and articles of 

\.. 

1979· 1980 1981' 

2.70 1.54 1.'gg 

•43·.91 :93.21 '63.12 

9.61 49.08 13.51 

paper pulp, of paper or of paper board.'32. 92 42 ;.98 · 31 .93 

Textile· yarn, fabrics, m~de-up .. arti- . . . . 
cles, n.e.s. and related products. 223.27 271.82 4!0.81 

Non-metallic mineral manufacture•, . 
n~e.s. 

Iron a'nd steel. 

~370.06 367.96 299~84 

221.70 347.81 107.03 

Non-ferrous metals. ' '36,4.lf.9 '!314.51 12~.0q 

Manufactures of metal, n.e.s. 276.48 264.87 130.77 

Source· : DGCI & S- Calcutta (Same.as Table- s.s}. 
'' • ' I I 

Notes : Same as Table - 6.6~ 

',···· 

1982' 1983,, :19~4 1985 

0.27 o.o8 0.69. 1.14 

·53.32 ~01.80 599.98' 700.88 

0.64 1.80 . 7.32 s.oo 

.17•12 •37~83 6.96 23.53 

29a.~o 480~62 222s.12 2924.18 

217~66 222.16 243.34 396.79 

69.96 269.28 51.07 53.68 

6'2e8q: 26~7:' •. 55 2.3fj~05· 333.58 

140.83 207~39 303.05 143.82 
, I 

r~ 
(?~ 
~}. 
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values in most of the years as stated earlier. Under this cate• 

gory, "Textile yarn, fabrics, made-up articles, n.e.s., and 
-

rel~ted products" have shown an increasing trend from 1971 to 
I 

1973'• Table .,. 6.12 reveals that suc.h exports rose from Rs.274.20 
: ' 

Jf 

la~~ in 1971 to Rs.1552.35 lacs in 1973. In 1974, the value was 
;:/ 

aj high as Rs. 1009.21 lacs. from 1975 to 1983 it varies between 

Rs,!~.J~;~4.83 lacs to~. 716.10 lacs. But from 1984, it gaineda high 
[I 

· mbmentum and reached the peak-point at Rs. 2924.18 lacs i~ 198~ 
.Y''' 
(\frqtn Ra •. _'2~25. 72 lacs in 1984 • 

. ,~! . . . . . 

jl,, . ; 
/r :' ,, ; . 

) :' ,, // 
;: It ' 

_,. // Export of "Non-metallic mineral manufactures, n .e.s •" ,, 

were the minimum at Rs. 22.13 lacs in 1971 and the maximum at 

Rs. 407.34 lacs in 1972. It was Rs. 222.26 la6s in 1975• Rs. 367.96 

lacs in 1980 and Rs. 396.79 lacs in 1985~ 

~ 11~lx:on and steel", export to Bangladesh was the highest in 

1975 valued at Rs. 935.74 lacs. lt was the lo·west .at· Rs. 18.38 lacs 

in 1971• In 1980 and 1985, "Iron and steel" exports were Rs.347.81. 
' ' lacs .and Rs. 53.68 lacs respectively. 

I ' ' ' I . '. I' 

11 Pianufactu;res of metal, n.s.s.", exported by, Rs .• 65.19 ~acs 

in 1971, Rs ... 122.88lacs in 1975, Rs •. 264i8]1lacs in 1980 and.• 

Rs. 14:3.82 lacs in· 1985. 
~ : ! 1 i \ 

i! ' 



·zs9· 
, !xpqrts of "Paper, paper board and article~ of paper 

pulp, of.paper or of paper board" were_the highest at Rs. 104.86 

lac~ in 197,2 and the lowest at Fs. 6.96 lacs in 1984. 
~ . . 

.. , ' · EXport of URubbsl;' manufactures, n .e .e;n g~ined grQater 
I 

momehtum from ··1983. It 'a ~xport-values were Rs •. 207 .so lac.s in 

1983, Rs. 599i98 !bee in 1984 and the highest at Rs. 700.88 lace 
I 

I 
in 1985. In 1972, it was started by Rs. 21.60 lacs of exports. It 

/1 
waa.l/~. 34.55 lacs in 1975 and Rs. 93.21 lacs in 1980. 

The.:nsxt important item is ths "Cork and .wood manufactures" 

~hich constituted the low~st value at Rs. 0.29 lac in 1971 and thQ 

highest at Rs. 90.40 lacs in 1975. 

Then comes the export of "Non-ferrous metals" by,Rs~ 1.21 

lacs in 1971 11 Rs. 2,87.06 l9cs in 1975, Rs~ 814 .• 51 lacs in 1980 and 

Rs~ 333.58 lacs in 1985 •. 

The ~other export category under R.ITC S.ection : 6 is the 

"Leather, leather manufactu~es, n.e,.s~, .and -dreasedf.ur-skins" 

which was in ths order of ~. 2.32 lacu in 1972. In 1975, it attained 

ths peak amount at ~~ 4.39 lacs. Exports of this category were 

~~ 1~54 lacs in 1980 and~. 1.14 lacs in 1985. 
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viii) India's exports' to Bangiadesh by m~in categories 
. . 

· un.der RITe· Section : 7 (fable: .;.. 6._13) : 

ih~ ·chai~cteristids of India's exports of machineries ahd 

transport· equipments have been revealed in Table ·- fi .13. It shows 

that c:i'll the main· categories under R ITC Section : i except three_, 

viz.~ (f) ·"Power generating machinery and equipment11 , (ii) "Road 

vehicles" ar.d (iii) nMachinery speciaiised for particular indus­

t~is~n, have been appeared on the export-list only from 1977• 
/ 

':.' 

E~port of »Power generating machinery and equipment" was 

the minimum at~. 0.40 lac .in 1971~ It was maximum in export-values 

in all cat~gories under RITC Section : 7 in 1975 and 1976 valued 

at ~ •. 777.72 lacs and Rs. 131:2 .33 lacs respectively. Afterwards, 

it declined to ~. 334.54 lacs in 1980 and to ~. 87.41 lacs in 1985. 

The most important item under the Section is "Road vehicles" 
. r-: '"-' 

which presented the maximum values in all categories from ~. 455.89 

lacs in 1971 to ~. 5S3.61 lacs in 1974~ lt •gain regained its top 
. ,•'; 

positions in 1978 at ~. 642 .• 58 lacs and in 1980 at ~. 1024.25 lacs~ 

In 1985, "~oad vehicles" exports to 6an~ladesh were to the tune 

of ~. 1298.35 lacs. 

"Machinery specialised fo~ pa~t1cular industries" have 
< • ' •• ~ 

been ekported from 1972. From~. 53~18 lacs in 1972~ it increased 

in an upward trend to ~. 125,.99 lacs in 1975, ~~ 625.40 lacs in 

1980 and the highest at ~. 1953.20 lacs in 1985~ 



Table - 6.13 

Indiats e~ports to Bangladesh by ma~n catsgories urid~r ~ITC Section : 7. 
( Years ·beginning from. April of the year etate.d ) 

Commodity Description 
. ' ' 

Power gener~~ing machinery. 
and equipment. 

Machinery specialised for 
particu~ar industries. 

Metal working ma.chinery. 

General industrial machi­
nery and squipmGnt, n.e ••• 
and machine parts, n.e.s~ 

Office machines and auto~ 
matic data processing 
equipment. 

Telecornmunication and Bound 
recording and reproducing 
apparatus and equipment. 

_Electrical machinery,appa~ 
ratus aMd appliances, n.e~s., 
and el~ctrical parte thereof 
(including non~slectrical 
counterpartstn.e.s~ of ele~­
trical household type equip-· 
ment). 

1971 

0.40 

-
-
-

-

'-

Road vehicles (including 
air-cushion vehicles). · 455.89 

' ' ' 

Other transport equipment. -

( Value in lac of rupees ) 

1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

447.93 335.78 407.98 777.72 1312.33 55.76 93.97 

53.18 52.09 78.68 125.99 258.93 355.77 358.16 

- - - " - 36.28 91.44 

-· - - - 1·35 .12 152.50 

- - - - 6 .3:2 3.09 

- - ... 52.30 48.99 

- 132.87 119.47 

892.49 445.39 553.61 337.37 492.06 163.95 

- - - - 26.83 

642.58 

156.83 
- - - - (Continued) 

~~ 
Cl 
~ 



(Table - 6.13 continued) 

Commodity Description 

Power generating mach1nery and 
equipment. 

Machinery specialised for parti­
cular industries~ 

Metal working machinery 

General industrial machinery and 
equipment• n.e.s~, and machine 
parts, n.e.s. 

Office machines and authmatic data 

1979 1980 1981 

431.50 334.54 288.35 

600.09 625.40 1139.95 

103.54 177.32 207.05 

173.29 335.80 373.16 

processing equipment. 5~14 0.47 4.82 

Telecommunication and sound record-
ing and reproducing apparatus and 
equipment. 50.81 32.75 5.76 

Electrical machinery 1 apparatus and 
appliances. n.~.a., and electrical 
parts thereof (including nan-elec-
trical counterparts, n.e.s~ of elec-
trical household type equipment). 128.01 345 .oo 144 .• 38 

Road· vehicle (including air-cushion 
-v ehit;:les) • 59~ .12 1 024.25 sao. 01 

Other transport gquipmsnt. 11.57 194.18 340.73 

Source : DGCI & S ~Calcutta (Same as Table- 6.5). 

Notes : Same as Table - 6.6. 

1982 1983 1984 1985 

187.41 348.56 211.37 87.41 

565.47 717.90 884.23 1953.20 

113.70 216.70 472.88 659.04 

330.71 449~13 471.13 445.75 

7.76 7.86 13.14 19.47 

2 •. 44 1.74 2.50 17.07 

84.82 114.80 165~21 283.56 

133.87 213.41 534.44 1298.35 

40.51 40.57 62.73 147_.98 

r'• ,, 
~~ 

~ 
N 

-~ 



.or -' 

J . 

303 

'·' \ .. 

'The ~ange bf all other categories under-the Sec~ion which 

have b;e'en 'appear·e'·ci on· the 'export-list only· frotn 19•77 are as 
I 

. . ' 

follows s· 

' ' l' '· : .. arld 'm.acih;l.ne'p'art~. :n.s·~~ ... ': 'ks.t ,''135 .• 1.2 iacs to 
' ~· ' '{ 

- '· ... 
\J -\ • 

Rs. ·471 ~-13 '!'acs •. 
. ,• 

' ! \ •• ~: ';,.I 

.: 
j '. .. 'l' 't' . ; ' . ; ~. 

b) 11 E:lectrical machinery; appa~at~s ~riel app.lia~ces, 

ri~e.s.·, and -~lectrical par:t~ 'th~reofti' ; 'R5. 'e4.a2 lacs 

to·&. 345.oo lacs. 
. . : ·I ~ ~ .' ' ' ... '· . •' . '•' 

· ~ctn'g. apparatus and equipm~'nt" . f 'RS . .- .-1~74 lacs tb 
., 

· 'RS.- 52 ~-3D· lacs~ : ' 

: ~. 

d), ".Metal .working._ machinery" .li Rs~ 36.28, ,lacs to . 

. Rs,~ 659.1;14 lac·s.-· _,. 

e') ' . ".Qthar- transport equipm'ent". a ~~ 11'.-57 lacs to 

· lis. 340.73 lacs J a:nd 

f) u_Q_ff ice machines. and automatic da~a proce.~sing 

·equipment" ; Rs. 0 • .47 lac to Rs. 19 .47. lacs • 

"I 

, .. 



., m· r a o.-f: 

Of these late coming items on the export-~ist of India to 

Bangladesh, "Metal working machinery", "General industrial m•chi-

nery and equipment, n.e.s., and machine parts, n.e.s.n, "Electrical 

machinery, apparatus and applia~ces, n .a .s.' and:. ele'?trical par·ts 

thereof" ~.:i'nd "O.ther transpoJ:'t ~quipmen~" have shown an .overall·. 

increasing trend from 1977 to 1985 ·period. 

i~) I~dia~~ exports to Bangladesh by main ~ategories 

by RITC .S.sction ·: 8 (Table .. E.14) s 

Amon~'m~scellaneous manufactu~sd articles, "Outer garmants 

men's and ~oy's of tex~ile.fabrics" coristittit~d the highest valGss 

at~. 261.87 lac~ i~ 1~71 and~. 219.66 lacs in ~g'l2. In ·a declin-

ing trend its values became ~. 26.58 lacs in 1975 and~. 10.39 

lacs in 1980. After 1980 it has shown an increasing trend and 

came to~. 51.43 lacs in 1985. 

"Misc. manufactured articles, n~e~s~~ '6onstitut~d the 

highest,values under the Section throughout the period from 1973 

to 1985. The range of the export-values of this category is 

~. 8~79 lacs to ~- 294.06 lacs. 

Ns*t important item is the "footware" ranging between 

~. 0.02 lac to ~. 19.57 lacs. 



Table - 6.14 
India's exports to ~angladesh by main categories undet RITC Section : B. 
'.· ( Vaa~s beginning frq~ April' of the yea~ ~tated ) 

_·_ -~-- ( 1/a_J._tl_~; in,_l._e3§: o_f. rupees )__ -~~~-· '-· -~--------
Commodity .. Description 197~. 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

- ' . ' . ' . . . ' . 

Sanitary. plumbing, ~eating 
and lighting 'fi~tur~s arid 
fittings, n.~~•~ 

furniture and parts thereof 

Travel goods, handbags and .. 
similar containers. 

.. 

.. 
-

Outer gar~ents men's and boy's 
of textile fabrics (other than 
kni t'ted or crocheted goods). 261 .87 

footware .• 

Professional, sciant!fic·ahd' 
controlling instruments and 
apparatus, n~e.s. 

Photographic apparatus, equip­
ment and suppli~s and optical 
goods, n.s.s., watches and 
cloc~s. 

Mise. mariufactured art~cles, 
n .a .a·• 

0.20 

8.79 

4.69 10~65 1.27 

.1~23 6.79. 2~09 

1.09' 1 .89' . 0 .• 39' 

219~66 69.69 19 .• :35 

0.14 3.28 1.94 

8.16 11.51 11.67 

- ~ -
43.17 113.89 89.84 

5.87 5.19 3.26 4e43 

1 .51. 1 .o::s. 0.75 .·0.45: 

o.o? o.o2 0.28 0.34' 

'· 

26 .sa 20 .• 92 13.52 19.83 

0.06 .. 0.02 19 •. 57 

1 3 • 59 15 ._37 . 8.32 5.81 

- - 1.65 17.43 

57 .• 87 80.40 67.98 144.46 

( Continued ) 
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( Table - 6,14 _continued ) 
' l 

Commodity Description 19?9 1980 . 1981 

Sanirary, plumbing, heating and 
lighting fixtures and fittings, 
n.e.e. 8.47 14.40 1.90 

furniture and parts thereof• 0.06 1.88 ih05 

Travel goods, handba~s and simil~r 
1.2'1 containers. - 0.37 

Outer garments men's and boy's of tex~ 
ti-le fabrics (other than knitted or 
crocheted goods) 18.55 10.39 15.?5 

f"ootware. 13.00 1 .61 0.02 

Professional, scientific and contra~ 
!ling instruments and apparatus,n~s.s. 10~46 16.39 32.00 

Photographic apparatus, equipment and 
~upplies and· optical goods, n.s.s., 
watches and clocks. 15.37 11.65 22.76 

Misc. manufactured articles, ~.e.s~ 138.47 204.25 204.74, 

Source : DGCI & S ..-.Calcutta (Same_ as Table- 5.5). 
Notes : Same as Table - 5.6. 

. 1982 198:3 

2.22 0.71 

... 0.03 

8.35 0.35 

20~87 18.44 

0.33 0.38 

15.52 12.18 

7.77 6.11 

167.65 167.32 

1Q84 . 

0.45 

10.97 

3.01 

55.47 

0.38 

· 31 .o? 

5.81 

294.06 

1985 

0.12 

0,.89 

1.78 

51.48 

0.56 

16.94 

13.38 

266.56 

~~ 
Q 
(:))c 

~ 



"P~ofessional, scientific and controlliQg instruments and 

apparatus, n~e.s." exports were by ~. 8~16 lacs in 1972, ~. 13~59 

lacs in 1975, ~. 16.39 lacs in 1980 and~. 16.94 lacs,in 198S~_lt 
• I ' "• " I 

attained the highest value' at~~ 3~.00 laqs ih 1981. 

"Sanitary~ ·plticibing~ heating and lighting ~i~tures and 

fittings n.e.s." exports were started by ~. 4.6~ lacs, in 1972. 

It att~ined the highest value at fu. 14.40 lacs in 1980 ·and the 

lowest by Rs". 0. f2 lac iri 1 985. 

Exports of "furniture and parts thereof" had been started 

by fu. 1~23 iacs iri 1972 and ~~ached to the ~i~hB~t at fu. 10.97 

lacs in 1984.· In -the years 1977, 1978, 1979~ 19BD, 1983 and 1985 

s~ports of such categ6ries were·below the level of lac of ~upees • 

. In 1971 and: 19 82 such ex-ports· wera • nil'. 

' 
Ualues'of "Travel ~code, handbags and si~ilar containers" 

exports range between ~. 0.02 lac to ~. 8.~5 lacs. 

' . 
Exports of "Photographic apparatus, equipment and supplies 

and optical go6ds, n.e.~., watc~es and clocks" have appeared bn 

the export~_list of India for Bangladesh from 1977" Its export 

increased from~. 1.65 lacs in 1977 to the ma~imum of~. 22.76 

lacs in 1981. Its ·e~poit in 1985 was for~. 13~38 lacs. 



COMMODITY INTENSITY OF INDIA~S EXPORT TRADE WITH BANGLADESH . 
( 1973 to 1985 ) : 

· In the ~arlier chapt~r, we have already examined India's 

overall trade intensity (e~port intensity and import intensity) 

with Bangladesh and vice-versa. Here an attempt has been made 

to determine the commodity intensity of India's export trade with 

Bangladesh for the period of 1973 to 1985. To this end, commodity 

intensity of bilateral trade index has been calculated by using 

the formula 13 : 

Where, 

h 
xij 

xij 

= India's exports of particular commodity 

by SITC Section to Bangladesh·. 

= India's total exports to Bangladesh. 

= Bangladesh's imports of particular 
commodity by SITC Section from all 
sources of supply. 

Mj = Bangladesh's total imports. 

Such indices are expected to reveal the extent to which 

India's exports had met the pattern of Bangladesh's import d~rnand. 



It is evident from Table • 6.15 that the commodity 

intensity of India's exports to Bangladesh (at 1-digit level) 

are very low. It indicates that the share of the given commodity 

of India's export has very low proportionate share in the same 

commodities to the overall imports of such commodities into 

Bangladesh • 

. from amongst the nine categories of commodities (SITC 

1•digit level) prese~ted in .T~ble ~ 6.15, five.categories can be 
' I 

· pick~d-up having higher average int~nsity indicies~.The~e five 
'. • ' ' ' ', '.· \ 1 • 

categories may be r~gardsd as the Indian exportables (at SITC 

1 ... digit level) hav.:i;ng greater ·export· pote.ntiali ties in trading 

with Bangladesh. They may be listed orderly as follows : 

i) 'Mise·. manufactured a·~ticls·s (SITC Section : B); 

ii) Manufactured goods classified by material (SITC 

se'ction : 6) ; 

iii) Machinery and transport equipment (SITC Section l 7); 

iv) Beverages an~~~~~cco (SIT~.Section: 1); and 

v) Crude materials, inedible, except fuel (SITC 

Section : 2). 



Table - 6.15 

Commodity Intensity of India's Export Trade:With Bangladesh (1973 to 1985) 
(y~~t§~beginning from April of the year stated) 

SITC 
Section 

Commodity 
Description 1973 

0 food and live animals. 0.27 

1 · B~Vefa~es and tobacco. 10.00 · 
4 •.•. 

2 Crude materialst in-
edible, except fuel. 0.72 

3,., l'lin~ral· fuels• lubri­
cants,I:"elated materials. 1 .33 

41_· Animal and vegetable 
oils and fats. o.oo 

5" Chemicals. 0.30 

6 Manufactured goods 
classified by material. 1.79 

7 Machinery and transport 
equipment. 1.50 

~~- Misc. manufactured 

9 

articles. 4.00 

Misc. transactions and 
commo~ities, n.e.s. o.oo 

·1974 

0.02 

1.00 

1.16 

1.57 

1975 

0.06 

7.00 

0.33 

2.75 

o.oo o.oo 
0.71 0.66 

3 .• 23. 2.46 

1.85 2.10 

3.00 1.00 

.o.oo o.oo 

1976 1977 1978 1979 

o.o6 0.66 0.20 3.63 

3.00 o.oo o.oo p.oo 

1.00 1.80 0.30 0.76 

1.16 0.43 Oo42 o •. 1o. 

o.oo . o.oo o.oo -o.oo 
o.ss o.as o.16 0.53 

1.91 1.87 2.00 0.78 

. 2.78 1.12 2.05 0.95 

2.00 o .25 · 4 .om 1.00 

o.oo o.oo o.oo o.oo 

1980 

0.40 

0~00 

0.42 

o.33 

0~00 

0.50 

1e76 

1 .86 

1.50 

o.oo 
( Continued ) 
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( Table - 6.15 continued ) 

!iiTC Commodity _19S1 1982 1983 ·- 19E!4 -1985 . Average Potentiality 
Section Oeser ipt~on _ . - Rank 

0 Food and live_ animals. o.ao 0.44 0.62 0.93- -0.28 o .• 62. VII 
' ' . 
' 

.1 Sewerages and tobacco. 0~00 o.oo o.oo o.oo. o.oo. ·h;61 IV 

2 ..• -- Crude materials~iri-. 
edible• except fuel •. 0.33 2.50 2,00 ·0.44 1.40 1.01 v 

3.~ ~ineral fuels, lubri-
cants~rel~ted materials.0.40 0.54 o.o9 0.10 0.26 0.72 VI 

4~ .Animal and vegetable 
oils and fats. - - o.oo o.oo - o.oo ••• 

5 ., Chemicals. . 0.90 0.75. 0.77 .0.70 0.40. o.ao ••• 
6 Manufactured goods cla-

ssified by material. o.ao o.a6 1.92 2.11 1.84 1.79 II 

1 Machinery and transport 
equipment. 1.79 1.65 1 .61 1 .• 68 2.23- 1.78 III 

8 Misc. manufactured 
articles. _4.00 5.00 3.00 2.00 2 •. oo ,• : . 2.51 I 

9 Misc. trans~ctions and 
commodities, n.e.s. o.oo o.oo o.oo o.oo o.oo o.oo • •• 

Source,:i)DGCI & S - Calcutta : Monthly statistics of the foreign Trade of India, val. I. 
ii) DGC I & S - Calcutta : Statistics of the f'ar·eign Trad·e of India by 'Countries, 

val. I. 
iii)UN Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific. q,JI 

~~ 

-variou~ issues. ~__., 



Year 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

3.12: 

Table - 6.16 

Relationship between trend-values of India's exports to 
B~ngladesh and the purchasing power of India's overall 
exports (1973 to 1984). 

( Years begihning from April of the year ·St~ted ) 

Trend-value of Indiats 
~x~orts to Bangla~~~h 
by the Method of Ueast 
Squares. 
(Crore of rupees) 

' ' 

47 .21 .. 

. 50 .02 

52.83 

55.64 

58.45 

61.26 

64.07 

:: '' 

Purchasing Power 
of India's over­
all exports · 
(~ncome Terms 
of Trade) 

133 

102 

103 

134 

.. 159 

162 

131 

87 

103 

114 

135 

126 

Karl Pearsonian 
co-efficient of 
correlation •. 

. r == -o .05 

So.~rce • • OGCI & S - Calcu.tta -
(Minist~y of Commerce, 

i) Monthly Statistics of the Foreign 
Trade of lndi~, val. I. 

J ·. •. Govt. of India). 
ii) Statistics of the rorei'gn Trade 

of lnd!a by C6untries, vol. I. 

iii) Selected Statistics of the 
roreign Trade of India. 

{various issues) 



RELATIONSHIP 'BETWEEN TREND•VALUES Of· INDIA'S EXPORTS TO.:BANGLADESH 

AND .THE: PURCHASING:.POWER OF· INDIA'S OVERALL EXPORTS (19'73 to 1984) : 

' : : . 

Karl Pearsonian co-efficient of correlation of the "Trend­

value of I~dia's exports to Bangl•desh814 and the "Purchasing 

power of .I.ndia' s o.verall exportsn15 has been calculated in 

Table.- 6.16.to find-out the relationship that has been established 
·~ . - \ ' 

' . 
between the two over the years from 1973 to 1984. It reveals a. very . .; 

· low nf:3gativs co•efficient at -0.05. Such a negligible negative 

cp~effici~nt· of ~orrelation_ (r = -O.b5) for the trend-value of 

.India's exports to Ba~gladesh with her purchasing power of overall 

exports indicates that the Indian exp6r~a ~o Bangladesh has almost 

a remote ~el~tionship with her purchasi~g pmwer nf exports to world. 

This may be attributable to the lower level of trade: reciproci ty-,,~~ 6 
,• ~-

in their bilater~l trade relationships over years~ 

SUf'1~lARY • .. 

India'~ exports to Bangladesh cbntinuously declined from.its 

1972~level both in terms of share in total import~ of Bangladesh and 

total exports of India. When India's primary exports to Bangladesh · 

is stagnant at about 31.5%~ exports cif -rnaMuf~ctures ~tood at 67.4% on 

average. India exports a variety of commodities to Bangladesh of which 

the following five categori~s have shown highe~ expo~t potentialities 

for Banglad~sh. Those are : (i) Misc. Man~factured articles (SITC :e); 

(ii) Man~factured goods classified by material (SITC : 6); (iii) Machi· 

nary and transport equipment (SITC : 7); (iv.) Beverages and tobacco 

(SITC : 1); & (v) Crude materials, ineaible, except fuel (SITC : 2). 
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14• In calculating the trend-values of India's exports to 
Bangladesh, Table - 5.3 has been taken into consideration 
for export•values of India. The two normal equations of 
axport-.values are f·ound as : 

·i) 752.00 = 12a + 78b ; 

ii) 5290.54 = 78a + 65Db. 

The equ~tion of the Line o~ Best Fit ~~s been the 
y = 44.40 + 2.81x. 

15~ Income Terms of Trade is called the npu~chasing Power 
of Exports" of a given country. Here, the Income Terms 
of Trade indices are taken from the computations of 
DGCl & S -- Calcutta : Selected Statics of the Foreign 
TrAde of India {various issues). 

16• Indo-Bangladesh Trade Reciprocity Indices are presented 
in Chapter • . V of this thesis. 


