
'l'he pl!'eat.nt a:1ssettation, "Bu.Clclh~sm as an Sthie 

of Self-.l.,e~feet~tm~' is ptimerily $l #nt$SQ.r~iJ!;ist:" §JS 

-~G..~..s! s~pdJ:" f1Jr inta'ltiol'l hes b~n to pursu~ the 

logic: of concepts, not hiatotical ~sition. 

~he lit~reture of Duddbi$tn .is vest,, ~d in all 

humility,. l have kept myself confmed -t:o What is c~led 

Pali Sudt\l11eiD.: or: even 'lhel:'e.voos- l do l'lQ!t. profes~ nbz: 

cl·~im my ~owl~ge of l?al~~ J; b,ave d1£efl,y rel1eo qn 

the '~cellent t:tenslatton$ · pU.bl.t$hed by the P eli 'X.~ 

f5oc·.:i.oty~. l have ~¢t.amed··the Pali ~(;:i't'm oi the Buddhist 
. . 

concepts 11kf!l.KAOt ShllJD§-· -~~sbU;§l .Pltis,;D .ifilr.lW:u:li'~ 

~nut.y .. N!l?}?§VtJ•S$&S• etc~·· in o!!'der to highlight :the 
•.• ·:. . ·: ... ·. . ~1> .. I (} '· I 

Buddhist or: the Tberavada tvi!Y of-e.iOo'l:J....~g· at the iasues• · 
• 0 • • ' ' ' ··.:.~_ ·: •• ~ • • •• 

one bas four chapters asal.in9 with ¢$"l~rC!l Bud¢lhl~t ~ncepts 

111~ ~usel~~ the- »r:efi c;h§£§gt@riiitlei ,Qf. N"tmse.- iSae 
.i}Pti ttcb:.£t!M ex rp.tll me .. E!;b&PJ deal.tn·g t-tith t.he ~ightfold · 

l?>at:Jt". ~hese fou.J: dlapters e:tte eom~ilat ~oeitory~: ·,_ end the 

exposition ·1s maO,~ \'1J.th ·r~ferenea :to c::lasotc~ l?ei\! t~*'~\: 
' •.•. '! ' ' \ ··~· 

trberc9 is a· seet!oQ: called ·"opening. Remarks• Ei)tating th~ 

~pble .U: ~Ltthol t11e most basl!.o of the But10ba0
· s teaehiflgs, the 



The second part dOmpl:i$eS eight.. Chapters# and 

const.itutes the main thurst of the Thesis. 'l'h.is part is 

.l ~gely inteJ:p~etativ~i ana an attempt. has :been maas to 
• I ,, ' ~ .' , I ;' 
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• '• • : 1 ' , • I 

arrive at .tb~ :foilow:ing pOints through the Chapters V to 

Buddh:}.sm as an ethic of self aevelopnent nl;,.\Y 

be understood .in .terms of a two.;_folcl th~oey. of self• . At. 

one level.the~e is no s~f theory,:. analyzed irito five 
. • .: ', ' ' : :'.: : ·' , . : ' <.:;: , :. , :, I . J :·l ' ..... 
components, · \~hile at the other there is the notion of a 

fluid sel:f~ : kno~m ~s bh~-- ~bus the humm sel.f i's: at 

once. ~~entarily. ~nre~ . and : aynemically continuous~ 

B• ~he htlhan • situ~tion mSJ;es ·mor·alitY possibleit 

.·Buddhist· viai .: :is. not: pessimistic~· EVen though men ar~' within 
' I ' ~- ' 'o ' ' ' 

·the· dominion· o£ m§F&':· yet they can· come out of it· by: following 

the eight-.fold Patil. · The human sel~-' being fl~ble and 

changing. it can be_: it om be radically' worsen~· or bett~rea~· 

. ·e~: :·2be·gaaJ_ of' selfoiiodeiteloPme!lt is to attain· 

. Nibhan~~ · i.J:he :t!ive dj.s¢:ip:im.es ·of ·,slle.i ·s·amwh4z and .P~iin'i' 

ere ··6o graded as to leaa one at·· the. Cioor··of Nibbans• lbral 

living <Jr ~ is the lotieSt in the Scale;>'yet it 'is the' · 

bas:Lc 're~remeni;~.:'· ·'the· saint tt.ansce&"'lds the mor~ orqer~ 
·,\ '.' 

. ~his. is·.oJ)e.•o:e· the tel)sions ~-the Buddhi~t thoughtii! ' 

Q~ · 'rhe ethical cycle ·is const:J;~uted by Ksmma ma 

r 
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rebirtb• K§nmt 'is the ~rSJ.· causat o~er,,. ~·it :is not 
strictly aei:stministi~: ··ana its ethical ·~i9nifi6anee .:1.~ : · 

relati.ij.~_; 'not. ab~olut·e~· 

E. NibbEf!a is transcendent. i?WlJ!llllD lils?~ It is 

su~r~personal,' beyond all the Kh~dhas., . ~b~re .at'e problems 
. ' I ', ' ; ' ~ ' ' ' ' : • • . •,. ' ' ' '. • '1 ... ' ·, ' • I ' 

in charaete~~ziJ'lg Nibbana-. lt is b.o~ a yalue ~a a~-· 
' - . -, . . . •. . ' i ' : ' ; : ~- ' ; ' . .. :~ . ' ' . 

o ' , ' o ; •' \ t ' < ~1 o ~' ' •l' ' ' , ' •, I , 0 > ' .' '• 1 : o • ', I ' ' ' ' ~ ', o • j • ' 

;l~dging act:Lons and dispositions.- The Bl.lddpist view. of moral 
• :' ! 0 
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' t ' • ' • O ; ' •• ' • ' : ' • ' 
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judgment is teleological;,· The ~uddhist lives ~d .t-3orke ~ 

of actions.:\ A compqrison may be made bet1-1een. ~a HinaUt .. the 
. ~~ ' ~ : . . . : . ' .' . . : ' ' . . ' : ' ' ' ' . . ' ' . ' ' . . . . ' '': 

Christii:n and the Buddhist theories of morel judgments. 
. : . I, I • • '. ' ' ~- . : • : ' ' . l . ' • • .. ' . ' • . ,. ' . . . • . .' ' • . • 

au.adhist: ettxic: consit3ts ·!D linldn9 aY.s with 

Az1a·i hete .. tn .lies the problein~· ·.sll.e·•1s individual ... 
' ~ . -

..Orienteo; ,' ~hi,le N!bb€n.,a is ~uper~indi.;,;au~ :reSJ cm<S 
. ' :-;" 

• .. ·· .. - . . . .. 
permanent~''' .Nibb§!la is. con~istent ,..,ith~twvDl.ye~ §Ua 

• . : .• : ' ' - : : ' ; . ' ,' .' ,' . ! r < ' • f •.' r : • , : ; ~ • ', • , ', ; • , • ' ' ~ . ,~ : ; ,' ' ~ ' ,- -' 

is to b~ practiced at the level. of i.nd.iv~duality~. Ther~ c~ · 
! ' ' . ; '_,.'' ';', '.' _. _~ ..... • : ', • ·,': ~_.· I ,' : : ' '' ••· 

not be ~ibbapa , w.i~ho~t . .l~ thougp st.'J.~. i~ nQt, ~ufficient. 
• . ., .: ' : ' ' ' ·:- ~ f • : : ; • ~ ~ ' .· '; '; ' . ·~ : ' . ': ' i, •. " .. • ' . ' ' . ' ~~ . ' ~ . • 

to ensure NibbanS~·\ ~er~in cons~sts the prob~em and, the lure 
. ·~ ' - .- . . . . . :' ' .: ; . . ~ ' . . . ' . ' / . . . ... . . 

of Buddhism as an ethi.c:: of $elt"•per1:ection.J 
::.·: j :_· ' •• ' • ' • ·': \ ' • ' • • • •• • •• '·: :.: '· . 

There· is ra. sho~ concluding note' on the effect .·-.· . 
. '1 =, . 

BUddhist ethic on the cul;ure of Buddhist . COll!ltri~• 



inspit:ot:lon otYl m1Cf:3\Ur~~:1cmt !~ Vt!tei~ · ~~c~l tt;\J 

~('t.:'l$.1y a)~· ftit;ett~s. :t ~ gf:&t~fuj,; ·-t·~ th~ ~he 11'b~lflltties 

:tn :tl~;j~al~sg $-'tltl the Uuddltst ~~~!e k~Jt ·rcy· mti!toet 

it1 t:ea~~Ch ~'V·e ttill ~as ~p:let~. 

My 'mt)$t gr.etE:if.Ul, than~ ~~• due to ·my aupotVirao~., 

l)r•'1•f~y cifl tlle ~ef'A~~t of. ~bllo~~;y &'t tba Un:iversit.y 

o£ Non~ Bal%H4 fot)$ hta. pet;Lm~ ~d n~ve$.,..fe1U.tn~ ~diat~ee; 

lov!og~.indries~ ~ fov he:lping .me w t!l.;k1.k fo~ ~~r:tlf. 

~'his hoo ~n a >QS:~t. ~ft;.. 

i. i'Ut on &~~ roy ·app~~!liltf1.ot.l of thta t;;mctt~U$ 

m:&tet>'-O:l asmi~t:i;;ne"' l:'~~eJ.veO ft'om ~it~ ~:;sjne of .the. 
. . ' . 

Buddhist R$Sea"d~ Cttlti'e a.t GfU.l<l}urtJ.• 

. - ' . lt~t the Guoddha:• e l'i:~!t.~O (l~C;md 011 811 ~iha bW~ 
. ir• ·i ~ ·"-

f~r:r.n: ~{!:Jri.{::e~t1d m ef~:~).lo~&.n11 t..~• M~oj~et o.f· .e~G:~~~ 


