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The present ﬂ:l*ssaﬁaﬁiﬁm “"Buddhism as an Ethic
of SelfPorfection” is primerily an interprecstive ang
Soglycieal studys 'My intention has beoeh to pursue the
logic of ,cmcepf;s, not historical exposition.

The litersture of Duddhisn is vast, and dn all
humility, I have kept myself confined to what is colled
Pali Suddhiem, o even Thersveds I éo not profess, mor
claim my Know;gﬁge of Palis I have chilefly zelied on
the ‘excellent tzenslations published by the Pali Text
iam.i.oty. I have samainad the Pald fogm of the Budﬁhi&t
concepts like Kgws dhams Saolhags Reticcs gemuppal
sl - Bibbang, Szccg, e‘i:c., m uﬁaer o highlight the
Buaanmt or the i‘neravaaa way bfﬁzmﬁmg ot the izsues,
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The thesis ds divided into i:m pactse The firsk
one has four chapters dealing with central Buddhigt concepty

like Ss’mﬁﬁlé&lb the three choractexigtica. |
ang Rebizth, | ' B ﬁealﬂng with the Eigh%:ﬁ}lé

Pathe These foug chag;tersz are s@mmh"t masitory. ené the
e:msition 13 mmﬁe with mfexfeﬂce ) clasmcal Pal:!. %:exts.
Thers ic a sectian called "Opening %emaxks stating the |
i:he mcst basic of the Buﬁaha"s teachings. the
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first tuming of th& Wheel cf Dhmac
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The second part comprises elght Chapters, and
c:o'ns‘t*'tutes the main-thurst of the ‘l‘hesisa This part 15'
largely mterpretat:i,ve, and an a‘t‘tempt has been maae to |
;arrive a't the following po:lnts through the Chap't:ers V i:o

X'Ifif-t
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_A. Buédhism as an ethic of self develoma:t may
be understooé in terms of a two-fold theo:r:y ‘of self, at
' :one level there is no self theary, analyzed into five
'componen'ks. while &t the o"v:he:: there is the notion of a

fluid self. knowrx as bh @gg. Fhus the hu:man self is at

once mmentarily uureal “and dynamicany continuous.

' B The human' situstion mzkés morality possibles
.’Budﬁh:ist'v‘ia:“i not . pessmistic. ‘Even thcugh men are within
-the dominion: o:E _ggg. yet they can come out of it by following
the eightefold Path. ' The humnan self. being flem:i.ble and

cbanging :Lt ca.n be, :Lt cm be nadica.lly worseneﬂ or bettered.

AG“; : »-x"ah'e--gaalf of self-development is to attain
%’3.—212.@@- The Five disciplines of _ﬁﬁﬁ,r gamad hi and ,PQ@
‘are'so graded ds to lead one at the dool of Nikbana, Moral
living or gi';,_a is the lowest in the scale, 'yet it is the
basic "z_eqi;j'.'re'nenﬁ.\:f' The' saint transcends the moral order,

‘This. is'one.of the tensions in the Buddhist thoughts

D, The ethical cycle is constituted by Kgma and
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rebirth, Xgmmg is the morsl causal ordeér, yet it is not
strictly deterministic, end its ethicsl significénce is

relatives noE. absolute

Nj,bb@g is trenscendent w m it is
'super-apersonal, beyené ell the g ag. ':L‘here are prob.‘iems

:I.n cha::acterizing Nibb . It is bcsth a h § ue egd a .f&“ﬁ-

F. g_qag@ and gl_g ssla are evaluative terms for
judg:.ng actions ‘and disposz.tione. '.l‘he Buddhist view of moral
judgment is teleclogical. The Buddh:!.st 1iVes and worke in
the hppe o£ Nibbg;g The role of metive :I.n the performance
of actiens;" A comparison may be made between the Hindu. the

Chra.st:a.an and the Buddhist theories of morel Judgmmts. o

Buddhist eﬁh:.c. consists in linking .ﬁﬂ.ﬁ w:!.th
_4___35«. And here in 1ies the problem. __i_.la is lndividual-
woriented. while Nib ga 1s super-individua], reel md

ok ok yet.an.e
is ‘o be practiced et the level of :individuality. Thex:e e

permment. Nibbg;g is censistent w:!:l:h M'

not be Nibbgg; wi'cheut g&_a, theugh g&a is not eufficia'xt
to ensure N;bb g Herein consists the preblem and the lure

of Buddhisni as an ethic of self—perfectmn.

‘““here is a short concluding note on the effect
Buddhist eth:lc on the culture of Budc’iha.et countries.
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In prepazing the thesis I hove derived

insoization and mmw&gw et EROm vadinum 2uRcest oy
Sty o fotendss I om gostoful o them, The librsriss

in bag '*@ati :ag gnd the éu&e:hmt m&nw&g&m ket oy Interast
in rogsszeh alfve ©ill was Sompletods

. ¥y pogt grateful thanks acve due to my Supcrvinog,

Drebe iy e:a‘:ﬁ tha Depattuent of Philosoghy &t the Univespity

of Hopih ﬂwgaﬁ. for hia padiont wnd tewor-failing guidancd,
lﬁﬁ*ﬁ.ﬁgwmﬁn@ﬁﬁ, syd Ewg mmm; we €0 think for oyselds

This hos boaon & ggeat r;if?:,.

i put on tecosd wy sppresisticon of the generous
material asoistince received o DikihG Prafne of tha
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