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Mr. Chancellor. Protessor Dastur, Membcn of the Umvermy Cuunc;l
Ludies and gentlemcn. 2

i would like to welgome you all (o this 18th Annurl Convoearion of the
University of North Bengal. Near]y 4,000 young men 2nd women are being awar-
ded degrees and certificates at this Convocation including those being conferred

" degrees in absentia. To thn young graduatesand all awardees of certificates and.
- distinctions,” I' would like to convey. my best wishes for m successful career and
happy Life. May God bless you.

‘On the occasion of our 12th Convocation about a year back, 1 had an oppor-
.tunity of presenting a report in which I mentioned the prospects of. development -
which lay before the University. Ialso spokeabout a few problems and constraints
in that connection, I the fitness of things I shoutd inform yoi to-day about the
development: efforts which have been initiated during the last one year, the pro-
gress thereof, and tentative propouls for funher development during the sixth plan
period.

Of the two'Centres of regional studies and research in this University, one—
the Centre for Life Science Studies— was established in 1977. This Centre has been
engaged in continuing programmes of rcsearch bearing on Cytoganutwﬂ, Immuno-
logy, Bco-system studies and Pharmacognosy. The construction ofa separate
building for this Centre in the Campus is to start very sood. At present it is located
at the North Bengal Medical College. We are grateful to the Government for
agreeing to the Centre’s continuing locution there after 17th August 1978, when the
administration of the Medu:nl College was' transfurrod from the Wniversity to the
Heelth D¢partmem i

The second Centre of great significance—the Centre for Himala yan Studies
has started functioning this year with Professor N. C.Sinha as Visiting Professor .

and in'charge of the Centre. The research programme of the Centre is expected

10 be drawn up very soon with guidance from the Advisory Committec which has
been set up for the Centre. With'a view to creating a general awareness of the ,
‘multiple facets of life in the Himalayan and trans~-Himalayan regions, Professor
" Sinha bas just delivered a seriss of nine lectures on such topics as ‘Buddhism in the
Himalayas’, “Indian Culture scross the Himalayas', ‘Trade across the Himalayas',
‘Political theories, iustitytions and processes in the Himalayas’, ‘Beconomic con-
ditions fn the Himaloyan region',” ‘“Ways of life of the people in the Himalayas’,
‘Histarical Geography of the Trans-H:mninyun und ‘Buddhism as Life Science.” A
seminar on ‘Beology of the Eastern Himalayas’ was organised in December 1978 in
the same cunlext. Sponsored jointly by the Department of Sociology and Social
Anthropology, Department of Geography and Applied Geography and the Centre
for Life Science Studies, the seminar was attended by a number of scholars l‘rom
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other Universities and institutions. An attempt was made in that seminar to define
some of the problems and areas of research from a multi-disciplinary point of view.
Professor Ram Rahul’s lectire on ‘Inner Asian Frontiers of India’ delivered earlier
under the auspices of the Historical Association was also of great relevance to the
Himalayan area studies programme.

In the Departmont of Physics, an important development worth noting is
the decision of the Department of Atomic Bnergy, Government of India, to shift
the Magnetic Spectrograph Lsberatory from the Regional Bagineering College,
Durgapur, to this University. It may be justly claimed that the decision was based
on the recognition of the valuable research,being done in this University. The
scope of research bearing on investigation of cosmic rays wiil be considerably en-
hanced and facilitated with the installation of this sophisticated precision equip-
ment—the Magnetic Spectrogarph. Steps are being taken for its shiftiog and ins-
tallation. Research work in Plasma Physics, Nuclear Physics, Solid State Physics
and Liquid Crystals have been encouraged by the University Grants Commission
 and the Atomic Energy Commission through special financial assistance

The members of the faculty in the Department of Chemistry have a number
of ongoing research projects which are expected to progress faster and new ones
will be facilitated with the joining.of the Micro-analyst who has been recently
appointed. Members of the Department bad the benefit of special lectures by guest

“speakers from the- Indian Instituté of Scieuges, Bangalore, und other Universities.
The Department of Chemistry, indeed the academic world in general, suffercd an
irreparable loss in May 1978 on the sad. untimely demise of Professor H. N
Khastagir, who ‘was founder-Head of tha Department and built it up through his
untiring zeal and devotion to the cause of research, The little that we can do now
is to keep his memory alive through_ academic programmes and acitivities, A
memotial committes is working out d-talle of sreps to be tuken in thst direvtion,
I hope the fiold of research which was of specisl interest.to late Professor Khesiagir
will continue to engage the attention of others in the depariment,

. The prospects of research in all the departments, more so in the science
dspartmunta, have been enhanced by the steps taken for recruitment of technical
personnci and purchase of equipments for the Uhiversity Service and Instrumen-
tation Centre. We have finalised the building plan for the Centre for which we
had prior approval of fundy from the UGC, With the purchese of a Micro-compu-
ter for data-processing at the Research Service Centre of the University, high
hopes are being nurtured by the fwcully mewbers sud researchers in the humeni-

ties and science deoanmmts for . intensive - rcsnrch work based eu qummam:
nnaiysu : ;
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The prospects of research having been enhanced and with the tchemes of advan- -
 ced research work currently in progress and in view, the need for extension of the Physics
and Chemistry blocks is now acutely felt. The Humanities block is also to be extended

to provide adequate space for the Centre for Himalayan Studies and the Nepali Aea-

demy, as well as for the employment-oriented courses which wa have planned tn intras

duce as early as postible. In our development proposals for the sixth plan period, we

‘have envisaged these extensions., ' ;

»

Onr of the means by which retearch ootivity could be intensified in any Univer-
sity is by providing opportunities for continuous interaction among scholars and eminent
researchers, Members of the post-graduate teaching faculty as well as research scholars
and fellows and teachers from under-graduate colleges are thus encrursged to parti-
cipate in seminars and conferences in India and abroad, Attempt was also made during
the year to organise extension lectures in the University departments, Of the distine.
guished scholars who visited the University to deliver lectures and conduct discussions
under the extension lectures programme, | would like to mention the names of Prof.
J. N. Mobhanty, Professor of P'hilosophy at the University of Oklahoma, Prof V, Y,
Kantak, Professor of English, Baroda Uﬁivaraity, Prof. V. K. Verma, Professor of
Geology, Delhi University, Professor Rama Rao, Yrofessor of Law, Madras Univer-
sity, Prof R. R. Danie! and Prof M, V. Srinivasa Rao from the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, Bombay, Prof, Ashok Gﬁo.-.h. Head of the Department of
Zoology, Calcutra University, Prof. A. K. Chandra and Prof. G. 8. R, Subbarao
from the Indian Instiwute of Sciences, Bangalore, Prof, 8. K. R. Bhandari from the .
Dcpartmnntl of Managenient Studies,. Banares Hinny University, and Dr. P, Chatto-
paddoyay, Director of Research, Intitiite of Cost and Work Accountants,

Exiension lectures apart, there were several academic programmes of relevance
to special studies and rescarch which were organised by the University departments
during the last year, of which the more important shouid’bc mentioned, Uxuder  the
auspices of the Depsriment of Political Science there v as » two-day all [ndia Seminar
on “Centre-State Relations in India.' The working papers p esenied at the Seminar
will be avallable to the. public in print.  With the help of a financial grant from
the UGC, the Department of Political Science also organised a Refiescer Conrse for
teachers ﬁ'cm-cni]egca on "‘Some New Dimensions of the Study of Poliiical S¢iemce,”
Participants were sddrested, besides the internal faculty, by six gnest speakers including
Dr, B, N, Mukherijes, Joint Director, Council of Social Development, New. Delhi,
Dr. Mohit Bhartacharyya from the Indian Institute of Public Administration,
Piof R, R. Chakravarty from Burdwan University, Dr. Ama) Mukhopadhyay from
P esidency College, Galcutta, and Principal Prasanta Kumar Ghosh of Hioghly
Mohsin College, Shri Jugantar Chakravarty and Dr, Ssroj Mohan Miira visited the -
Depaitment of Bengali and sp_:»akc on the significance of publishing the hitherto
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unpublished writings. of late Manik Bandopaddhyay. Barlicr, prof. Janardan
(hakravarty and Prof. Jibendra Sinha Roy delivered two lectures on 'Ramayaner
Peachinatiwa O Akritrimata’’ and wKallol Yug” respectively, Prof. Haraprasad
Mitra was i:_wit;:d by the Department of Bengali 1o speak on “Adhunikata O
- Rabindranath.” In the Department of Philosophy, Prof D. P. Sen delivered two
Jectures, one each on wSamkhya-Yoga and "Intuition in Indian Philosophy.” Prof.
Ashuk Ghosh spoke to the membets of the Centre for Life Science Studies and allied
departments oa ' Cytophysiology of Avian Adrenal Medulla”, In the Departmentof
Geography and Applied Geography, Dr. V. K, Verma spoke on *“Some Geomorpbic
Studies in the Central Ladian Gondwana Basin” and “Ceriain Aspects of Marine
“Terraces of South Californian Pacific Coast'’, The Cepartment of ommerce orga-
nised special lectures on the “Role of Cost Accounting Profession in Tndia'' by Mr. P.
K Bose, Director of Studigs of the  Institute of Cost’ and Works Accountants, "on
4Current trend in Gold prices’’ by Prof. L. K. Chatterjee of Kalyani University, on
“Rationale of Public Enterprise” by Prof. § K. R, Bhandari, on '‘Management Audit"
by Dr. P. Chattopad hyay, on “Rffect of Incoms Tax Law on Corporate Amalgama-
tions” by Mr S, Bhattacharyys, an eminent Tax-practitiorer from Calcutta, and on
“Techniques of Sampling as used in Behavioural Sciences” by Dr. S. P. Mukherjee
from the Departmeat of Satistics, Calcutta University. Prof M.S.. Rso from the.
Tata Institute, delivered a course of six lectures on “Air Shower Physics” in the
Department of Physics, Special Jectures organised by the Department of Chemisiry
included one on ‘*Metal Bignandics and Related Complexes” by Prof S. P. Ghosh from
Paina University, two lectures by Prof. A K, Chuidra. one cach on “Force Concept
in Chemical Binding and Molecular Shapres” and #'Molecular Orbital Theory of
C bemical Reactions” and a lecture on “Recent Researches on Prostaglandins and their
Aualogs” by Prof. G. 5. R ; Subbarac. : '

A particular academic programme introduced jost year consisted of “Teachers’
Seminafs at regional Centres”, Thie first serics of these seminars at pine regional
centred Was organised in February, March and April 1978 with & view tu tliciting the
views und suggestions of teachers uf under-graduate colleges on the new syllabi for
degree courses which had been drafted earlier in vew of the 1042 yesr ‘scheme  of
Higher Secondary education. The suggestions received fi om teachers in the respec
tive subjects were considered by the Committees of Under.gradute Studies- before the
syllabi were finalised, Beginning last month (February 1979) a second icries ‘of
college teachers’ seminars have been held in which topics newly incorporated in the
under.graduate courses could be discuss>d by teachers with the help of guest-speakers
from other institutions, These seminars, like the first series, have been -organised 88

‘weekeend programmes at regional centres, providing an opportunity to rollege teachers
* in every subject to interact amang themse|ves and with selected experts on the new
dimensions of the prescribed syllabi which have come into cffact this year,
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In this context, ] would like to' make s npemal mention of & Seminar ore
ganised by Loreto College, Darjeeling, on, “the Modern Methods of Teaching and
Rescarch in History".. The resoutce persons at this seminar included Dr. . N,
Sarkar, former Head of the Deptt. of History, Jadavpur University, ‘and Prof,
‘Barun De, Director of the Conire for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta, besides
faculty members from the University Department of History. Iam sure other
colleges will take similar initiative on their own to organise seminars. * [ under-
stand that the seminar at Loreto College was possible because of financial assis-
tance from the UGC, for which again the initiative had been taken by the Callcge
uuthonncs. izt

I had spoken last year of our intention to introduce shert (6 months or one-
year) cmployment. oriented courses [or graduates of this University with a view to
improving the prospects of their employment as well as self-employment, A
. special Seminar was organised in September last year.to draw- up.the line of app-
roach to the introduction of such courses. Two working groups are now preparing
" the outline of courses which could be introduced here taking into account the
feasibility of wrwcmg the courses, available facilitics and resources, and potential
avenues of employmentin this region. We are expecting that finapcial grants
will be available' for this programme from the UGCand the State Governmet
during the sixth plan panod Some of thesse courses tobe initially tried will be
science and technology based, and some will be economics-commerce based. ‘The
© post-graduate diploma course in Tea Technology is awaiting ¢learance from the
‘All India Council of Technical Education, Itis understood thatthe detajled
scheme submitted by us has been approved in principle by the Post-Graduate
Board of the AICTE along with another schems submitted by the Government
Enginee¢ring College, j'alpa iguri, which emphasised the cngmee:mg aspects of Tea
Science and Technology: A Committee of Inspection will make specific recomm-
cudauons and it is possible that a new Centre of Tea Technology and Research
will be established in North Bengal. We hope that steps in this behalf will be
expedited. - Lo :

Normal pursuit of academic and research work presupposes the. existence of
not only minimum facilitiesin the form of library.- and laboratories but also
satisfactory living conditions. This University is located about six miles from the
nearest town of Siliguri. As a seat of learning, it may’ besaid to have on idenl
location. Unfortunately, however, we do not have adequate residential accommo-
dation in the Campus for the teaching and nomp-teaching staff. We need more
staff quarters for teachers, officers and other non- -teaching employees. -Moreover,
the staff quarters now occupied by many Class I1I and Class IV employees are just
ong-room tenements whmh should be rcplaced by family quarters. Of late the
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problom of accomodation of research gcholars and fellows haa particularly become
. very acute. The number of research scholars/fellows has nearly doubled over the
last three years, “Fheir number is now 90 and it is likely to goupto 100 in a
couple of years. Witha emall ‘amount of scholarship, the rescaich scholars/
fellows cannot afford to hire private accommodation at Siliguri ; indeed itis not
possible for them to get accommodation even if they could afford high rent, -
" Besidgs, researchers in the science departments aré often. required -to be .n the
laboratories early in the morning and stay-on till late in Lhe. ¢vening. For all
these reasons, they should have proper accommodation in the Campusi We - hope
necessary financial grants will be sanctioned by the UGC and Government for ‘the
construction of additional staff quarters and a Hostel for research scholars/fellows
foe which estimates have already been prepared.  Exteosion of . students'  hostels
-will also be needed in the near future. - o

I must mentlon here that though capital g’ra_nl' is the first .pre-requlsilc' for
- buildings or any other constructional work, * there are several other factors which
often cause unnecessary delay in'the actusl works,” During the last one year we . huve
~ had expericnce ‘of such delay in the cxccufion of work orders although fands were
~available and inspite of our best intentions. : Let me.cite one instance. -For.quite some
‘ time now, resident students, rescarch scholars and teachers as well as campus dwe-
“llers have been passing through extreme difficulties as regards regular water supply
' due to inadequate storage  facility. . We were thankful to the Government for
" sanctioning a special grant for the tonstruction of an overhead R, C. water tank
‘with a storage capacity of 40,000 gallons, The work is pending with the locsl Direc=
- torate of Public Health Engincering for some time, and it is.only a menth back that
. we have been informed thit work will soon start, However, with the creation of
additional storage capacity, the existing narrow pipe-lines will have to be replsced
w0 as to, ‘ensure supply of witer tn the cxtended teaching and administrative buil-
“dings, ‘students’ hostels and residential blocks. The estimated expenditure of laying
‘new'pipes and replacing the old ones_is fairly highe Witbout anothcr.lblock grant,
{rom Government it would be impossible to make use of the new water tak. Even
then the work may have to be taken up in .phases, Storage and supply of waler se .
‘also linked up with: the help. of deep’ tubewells or alternatively by means of suffi-
ciently large ring wells. - : : :

Another continuing problem with us has heen the maintenance of power
supply., Here again, there has been considerable delay in commissioning - the standby
diesol generator set inspite of a financial® grant sanctioned by the :Government,
‘Fortunately, I can report that the contro! panel and wiring have just been completed
'in accordance with the tgchnical'specificaﬂoﬂi of the Stute Electricity Board. We
hope to get the transformer installed by the SEB atthe earliest, Whit with technicalities
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of the work mvolved, contractors” predilectionr, #nd scamty of expmm at our
cnd to handle the job, the delay hes been there jnspite of whatever’ pomble
mmatlw ‘and effort that could be bmught tc bear on thu wo:lt 81d d:sp:ls
tcchu:cat qdme from thc SEB.

.’J..,
F

g Apart from lnmg condmons on the C:mpnr, the mpe:ame task of
de\'\ﬂumna gn:rmc.'i and sports has ttrn 8]l the time Lefoie us, Furile fint
time Jast ) year, the’ Sporrs Board of the Umvcrsny decided 10 organne inter’
college'tournaments of games at zonal ‘centres to facﬂnate hrgcr pnnmpuuon
of colicge students, Teams formed on the basis of performanr.e in mtcr-col]esﬂ
events were sent to scveral ‘ntcr-Unwers:ty tournlmantt. Coachlng camps for
football, and mllcybn!l players were organised in the Umvemly. We are
explormg the rcaslblhty of having a full-fledged SpoTts. pavilwn-m the CImP"'s
detn:ls oi“ whwh remum to be v-'otkcd out.

i
('Y E3 SRR TR ST I U fily s Toin af

Healthy activities are not only important for aludentl teachetd and ‘employeds g
living 6n the Campus are also in need of healthy recreation. Inthe development pro- |
posals for the sixth plan period, we: are including thie estimates for construction of a
Community. Ceitre with § provision of space for holding popular lectures; 'reading room;
projection of film-strips, indoor. games and a canteen, [am glad to mention that inss
pite of limited facilities and resources, it has been possible for the Campus Cultural
Rccreauon Conimittee to erganise a namber. of programmes condueive to-the develop-
ment of informal relations among all sections of the University community, The
€ommittee organised an open air musical programme 1o celebrate the birth annivers,
sary of Rabindranath, a programme of folk songs of India by Shri Mrinal Banerjee.
and party, and a magic show; The Women's Association havetalso beén’ very “active
thtoughout the year, A chaiity show was held early last yeer with a dance drama of
Tagore on the stage. + Disciples of Acharya Vinoba Bbabe who were on a-'padayatia’
were invited by, the Association to speak on *Unity in Indian Consciousness’ and
‘Women Power and Brahma Consciousness’, Aa art competition for chlldren, an exhi.

' bition of arts and - crafts ofcampus dwellers and two cultural functions were also orga.
. nised by the Women’s Association during the year. Bcudcs the Association took the
' initintive of o1 ganising a_sports. meet for the children of the campus as a part of the
| programme connected with the dct.iamum of 1979 av the International Year of the
Child,

4

Some members afthe Explorers’ Club of ‘the University participated in a
trekking expedition following the bank of the river Rilli thmugh dense fupgle and
! chmbmg nsr.rr.tch of 3 K:u of steeply :lopmg terrain, Thc Research Schn!an’
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Association organised the birth anniversary. of poct Sukanta, debate and recitation
competitions for students and a table fonnis tournament open to students, teachers,
employees and other campus dwellers, Th Post Graduate Students, Association |
besides organising a Seminar on the language policy, were active in co-cufricular fields
organising inter-class sports, debating and recitation competitions,

The University Community in their humbic way contributed towards the relief
of the people who were affected by the devastating floods in west Bengal during
September-October 1978, Strect collection was made by organising a ‘padayatra’ in
- Siliguri, The teaching staff, research scholars/fellows, students, officers and the non=
teaching employees alto contributed and the total amount collected was ‘donated to
the Chief Minister's Relief Fund, In the same context, I would like to mention
that a ‘Blood Donation Day? was observed at the Campus last year, 1twas sponsored
" . by the Students' Health Home of Caleutta. A Large number of members of the
University community donated blood on that cccasion. An Eye Dpciatioi\ Camp.
was alto set up here with the * generous initiative and help of Dr, Pinaki Ranjan
Roy, the famots opthalmologist of Malda.. s : '

While. I have given you an outline of the activities pertaining to academic
_programmes, = games and sports, I should also tell you about the University’s in- .
volvemont with the programme of adult education and literacy in this region. The
National Adult Education Programme was formally lunched all over [ndia on 2nd
October 1978, Ina number of colleges in North Bengal meetings of teachers and
students were organised on that occasion and plans of action were worked out.
Some of the colleges have since identified the location of one or two adult educa-
tion centres in the Vicinity. These colleges have been assured of and received
" financial assistance for that purpose. However, the number of such colleges is still
very small. The reason why many of the colleges have not responded to the
idea needs probing. Ifthereare difficulties, wé should be able to remove them.
For the task is enobling as well as beneficial and it does not require much thinking
to realise that illiteracy and ignorance of a large mejority of eur people are bound
to act as & drag on social and economic development sooner or later.

May I be permitted now to recall that I had concluded my. last report with

a note of optimism, This was because of a large measure of understanding and

cooperation which I experienced from all sections of the Uniyersity community since

I took charge. ILwould like to' conclude sgain with a note of optimism this year

. because 1 bulicve whatever efforts have been initiascd for devclopmcﬁz and progress
of this University during the last year has been possible due to a continuing spiri

of mutua| understanding ‘and goodwill on the part of all sections of the staff; stu=

dents, . teachers and rescarch scholars, I hope that our efforts will remain. unabated.


http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22

