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"..There is a third phase, which is the work of thinkers, almost certainly
Brahman teachers and apologists, who interpreted the popular materal as they
found it, in terms of an orthodox metaphysic thereby making possible the
inclusion of the stories in what may be called an orthodox Brahmanic literary
canon. The potulation of this phase of activity is justified not only by the fact
that without it the course of the evolution of certain religious myths cannot be

accounted for, but by a further fact that terminological exponents of it are

identifiable in the language of the poems themselves. " 38
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