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CHAPTER -· I ......... 

r.t>rphological features cif the fem Of I?Olypodium juglan­

d~foliUm non (syn · Arthxome#·s · -ju:gJ._andif'ol~.a) ·a 
. --= -

The Polypodiaaeael<::-68nstitute the highest and largest 

family of true fems. lt is a family of 170 genera and 7 ,ooo 

sper::i~s, widely distrlbuted over most of the l·and areas of the. 

earth, espec.ially a,bunc.lant 111 .,forest and humid areas, but 

occur.tng in alrrost all floristic areas or zone·s from desert to 

rain. forest and. f.tt>m tropics to arctic or 'antarctic. ·rhe follc>-

wihg .list incl"-.tdes most .of the large genera a Pterls, Adiantum, 

Athyrium, Ch~ilanthes, D.ryopterls. Polystichum, Asplenium., 

FJl e-~hnum, lll aphoglossum. and l?OlY't>Odil,lm. 

Pol ypo ~ ~u~. ~!!_~folium. -~lll:!. Ter~~s-t:t'i a1 and epiphytio . ferns 

of rroderate si~e: .. mizome .being creeping,. J.on:;;, stout, dtctyoste­

ltic and with schler~nahyma strands, clothed with J.aricoolate, 

at-'l:.emJ.ate, enti.re, b.rcn11nish ptal~-a~. affixed above the base, 

sti.pas .rerrote, articulate, .long; .::mnd-3 uniform. inpati.pinnate, 

lateral, pinnae articulate to r:a.chis,opposite, lancP.Olate, 

a.cumi.n<=tte~ naked. 0!: pubescent, subooriaceous. margin contil aginous 

and ent:i.re, main veins conspicuous, minor venatioa not so, 
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araolae irregular, 'N'ith sinple or. forked included veinlets 

running in any G{.irection;-,.sori solitary or plural between 

main vet~s. compi tal' round. superficial# without. paraphyses, 
0~ . . 

annulu's of. 14-16 cells, spore~ bilateral, brownish, obscu.r:ely· 
.. 

tu,tberculate o_r- sp~inulose. 


