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Chapter 6

Discussion and Conclusion

The present research on ‘A Study on the Archaeological Sites of Malda,
DakshinDinajpur and Uttar Dinajpur’ has been carried out with some objectives; to
understand the historical geography of the study area; secondly to examine the urban
character of the major and minor sites, and the relationship between them. An
endeavour has been made to fill up the gaps of the political history of the study area
with the help of new archaeological findings of epigraphy, numismatics and
sculptures. Apart from this, a micro level study and surface exploration have been
made of the major and minor sites of the study area on village-to-village basis. As a
result of this,many sites were explored of which some sites were placed for the first
time on the archaeological map. A large number of artefacts were surveyed/collected,
which helped us to reconstruct various facts of different periods. This effort leads to
the identifications and locations of the lost archaeological treasures of ancient Bengal.
The summary of the research findings, observations, interpretations and scope for

further research are discussed below.

6.1. Historical Geography

The historical geography of the study area shows some new discoveries of the
area under study. It shows rise and fall of some important sites in time spans.
Sometimes small political units have overtaken the political hegemony of the bigger
political units, as we can see in the case of Vyaghratatt mandala and Mahantaprakasa
visaya. The formal political sequence was bhukti, visaya and mandala, but in this
case, Vyaghratati mandala had the political supervision of the Mahantaprakasa
visaya. For reconstructing the historical geography of the study area, epigraphic
records have an important role. These records bear a unique feature to demarcate the
boundaries of the donated land with accurate measurement and distinct borderlines
and landmarks (simacinha), which can be taken as novel achievement in this part of
Bengal. Even to the extent of marking a date tree, a banyan tree or a small water body
as the natural landmark for demarcation of a plot of land. (Khalimpur CPI: 1/32,
‘uttarénaKadamva(mba)ri-devakulikakharjjiira-vrikshas=cha’) After scrutinizing the

facts of epigraphic record, this study framed the boundary of the Pundravardhana
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bhukti between the rivers Mahananda on the west and the Karatoya on the east; the
Ganges on the south and the foot hills of the Himalayas on the north. This land has
several other large and small rivers like the Kosi (Kaus$iki), Atreye, Punarbhaba,

Tangan, Nagar, Kalindi, Chiramati (Srimaﬁ), Jamuna (chota), etc.

It has now become possible to correctly identify the Vyaghratati mandala,
which was wrongly identified by the scholars till date with the Sundarban region. The
Vyaghratati mandala is identified by this study with the land east of Nalanda visaya
and west of Mahantaprakasa visaya. The study also tentatively suggests its head
quarters in the undivided Purnea district. The Anulia CPI of Lakshmanasena provides
valuable information in this regard. The donated plot of land of this grant, i.e.
Mathrandiya of Vyaghratati mandala, has been identified by this study with the
village of Methrani of Gajol, Malda.

In this chapter an endeavour is made to tentatively identify the present

locations of the territorial divisions mentioned in the epigraphic records.

Places mentioned in the Tentative Location
inscription
Khalimpur CPI
Mahantaprakasa Southern part of the Gajol PS and Old
Malda
KraunchaSvabhra BrddhiKamach
GramaBilba Ranjubil
Temple of Kadambart Kaluart
Khataka-yanika[m] Khatiakan
Nalacharmmatat Nalbona
Madhasammali Madhavpur
Sthalikkata Thilikat
Amrashandika Amsol
Gopippalt Gopalpur and Pipplan
Udragrama Udgram
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Places mentioned in the Tentative Location
inscription

Baigrama CPI
Panchanagari Panchbibi
Chandragrama Bara Changram and ChhotaChangram
Vayigrama Baigram
Palasvrindaka Palasbari
Srigohalt Hili
Trivrita Tripura

Nandapur CPI
Ambilagrama Amail
Jangoyika Jangoi
Belwa CPI
Gange$wara Ganeshpur
Jagajjibanpur CPI
Nandadirghika Nandagarh or Nadgarh bill
Kasiggara-bandhaka KasiDighi
Anulia CPI

Mathrandiya Methrani
Jalapilla Jajilpara
Malamancha-vati Malanipur, Manchampur

Among the recent discoveries of the epigraphic records, the Mastakasvabhra grant of
Pradyumnabandhu of 159 GE (650 CE ?), Nagavasu Grant and two grants of Mahati-
Raktamala and their toponyms have similarities with the toponyms of the Khalimpur
grant of Dharmapaladéva and many other grants of north Bengal. Particularly the
nomenclature of toponyms of the Mastakasvabhra grant and the Khalimpur grant are

very similar.
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Suffix/pref Khalimpur Mastakasvabhra | Nagavasu Grant Mahati-
ix Grant Grant Raktamala
Grants
-Svabhra Kraunich§vabh | Mastaka§vabhr
ra a
-khataka Khataka- Sivaguptakhata
yanika[m] ka
-ika Jenandayika, | Sankarapallika, | Madhyamasrgali | Dugdhotika
Audumvarika ka
-pippali- Gopippalt Pippalivanika
- sandika | Amrasandika | Sandadvipa Sandika Madhyamasandi
ka

In Khalimpur inscription mention has been made of the ‘Kana-island’, while in the

Mastaka$vabhra inscription it is mentioned as after the latter (Brhacchankajota), down

again to the stream near the silk cotton tree of Kanalati. Both these inscriptions also

mentioned many water bodies, islands, marshlands etc.

Khalimpur grant

The Mastakasvabhra grant

Kana-island
Konthia river

Ganginikas, dike of RajaputraDévata,
dike of Vitaka

Ghona-island, Sanda-island, Pravara-

island
Trighattika River

Optra (?) canel, Smgﬁtaka pond,

Brhacchankojota, Kana stream

Last but not the least both these grants have similarity in respect of flora also.

Example, ‘it goes to and enters a citron grove’ in the Khalimpur grant and ‘the village

Mastakasvabhra along with its citron-grove’ in the Mastaka§vabhra grant. So the

179




search for the toponyms of the Mastakasvabhra grant and other three grants can be

done in or out side of the identified places of the Khalimpur grant.

The present study locates the Matsya janapada in eastern India, in spite of its
previous identification with Jaipur region of Rajasthan. This identification is made on
the basis of the facts of ancient texts, epigraphic records, archaeological fragments
and local legends. Matsyadesa roughly corresponds with the territory lying between
the river Mahananda on the west and Jamuna on the east. The Matsyade$a consists of
large part of the Purnea district of Bihar, almost entire part of North Dinajpur and
South Dinajpur and northern part of Malda district that includes the police stations of
Kharba and Harishchandrapur. The western part of the district of Dinajpur is in
Bangladesh, while another part of Matsyadesa is also in Bangladesh forming part and
parcel of Rajshahi district.

6. 2. Urbanization and Geopolitics

The earlier phase of urbanization of the study area is quite similar with the
Gangetic valley urbanization. This study tried to understand the process of
urbanization of the study area through the Central Place Theory, which is not
conventionally used in the study of archaeology. It would appear that a number of big
cities of Bengal were built in our study area. These were Kotivarsa, Gauda, Ramavati,
Pandua, and Tanda; sometimes they were used as capital city of certain powers. As
we know, the urbanization of India have three distinct phases, of which two phases
are concerned with our study. The process of Aryanisation played an important role in
the development of the urban sites of the study area. The study area had a number of
urban settlements during the phase of second urbanization. Important sites of this
phase are Bangarh, Asuragarh, Kandaran, Panchbibi and Mahati-Raktamala. This
study differs with the previous views about the degradation of the sites like Bangarh
particularly during the time of the Guptas. After examining the archaeological
remains and the epigraphic data this study proposes that the importance of the city of
Bangarh was further increased during that time. The word anubahamana (ever-
prospering) in the Damodarpur copper plates, population density and the rise of the
eminent personalities with dutta, pala, nandin etc. suffix in the Gupta administration

proves our point.
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During the third urbanization period, the study area witnessed many political
upheavals and became an important part of Indian civilization. This time under the
great rulers like Sasanka, Dharmapala, Devapala and so on Bengal gained its separate
regional identity. Some of the cities like Pichli (ancient Gauda), Kandaran, Suryapur,

Ekdala-Bairhatta, Amati, Madanavati gained in importance.

6.3. Political Scenario

In this chapter of the dissertation, we have tried to fill up the gaps of the
political history of North Bengal as far as possible with the help of the archaeological
findings. It had continuous political holds right from the time of the Mauryas to the
Senas of Bengal. This study also proclaims the paucity of source materials for the
Sunga and Kusana period. Newly discovered terracotta plaques and coins from the
study area throw some lights on this time. This study also discusses the fact of the
original homeland of the Guptas. This study proposes the Kandaran region of Malda
as the tentative locations of the Mrigasthapana stupa and the ‘temple of China’
constructed by Sri-Gupta of I-Tsing’s record. Newly discovered inscriptions like two
Mahati-Raktamala CPIs, the second Baigram CPI, Nagavasu CPI, and
Mastakasvabhra CPI have been scanned in this chapter which rendered huge sources

of information about this time.

This study, for the first time, tries to find out the Prakritis, who select Gopala
as their leader to put an end of the practice of fishes (matsyanyaya). In this chapter,
the chronology of the Pala king is scanned on the basis of epigraphic records and

proposed a tentative chronology.

6.4. The Remains

‘Mr. India’, ‘Double Dekker’, ‘Bon Jhakri’, ‘Der Futia’, ‘Chhota Bachcha’, —
these are the code words of the antique hunter/smuggler active in this region. ‘Mr.
India’ means the Buddha image; ‘Double Dekker’ means the Uma-Maheswara image;
‘Bon Jhakri’ means any kind of tribal mask, ‘Der Futia’ means miniature sculpture on
any varieties and ‘Chhota Bachcha’ means the sculpture of Gopala. These are the
code words of the antique smugglers of the study area. This chapter dealt with such

kind of archaeological sites, which are lying completely unprotected and have become
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an open field for antique smugglers. This chapter is the result of scholar’s years long

field surveys.

In this work, present scholar has extensively surveyed many archaeological

sites of our study area and briefly discussed the finding of those sites. The data

collected from the archaeological sites surveyed by present scholar, are compared

with the data of epigraphic and literary sources. These sources have been discussed in

relevant chapters in this study.

Here in below some of the sites surveyed for the study have been listed

SI. No. Place Name Tentative Period

1. Batun, DakshinDinajpur Pala-Sena

2. Bansihari, DakshinDinajpur Kusana, Pala-Sena

3. Jagaddal, Bamongola, Malda Pala-Sena

4. Jagjivanpur, Malda Pala-Sena

5. Kandaran, Malda Kusana, Gupta, Pala-Sena

6. Madanabati, Malda Pala-Sena

7. Pandua, Malda Pala-Sena

8. Panisala, uttarDinajpur Pala-Sena

9. Piprithan, Gupta

10. TungiDighi, Uttar Dinajpur Pala-Sena

11. Amati Pala-Sena

12. Asuragarh Maurya, Gupta

13. Bangarh, DakshinDinajpur Maurya, Sunga, Kusana,
Pala-Sena

14. Baragram Pala-Sena

15. Bindol Pala-Sena

16. Chanditala Pala-Sena

17. College Para Pala-Sena

18. Dehabandh Pala-Sena

19. Kamlabari Pala-Sena

20. Udaypur Pala-Sena

21. Sonapur Pala-Sena
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22. TamachhariMathbari Pala-Sena

23. Tenahari Pala-Sena

24, Kharmuja-ghat Pala-Sena

25. Pouti, Uttar Dinajpur Pala-Sena

26. Tapan, DakshinDinajpur Pala-Sena

217. Kushmandi, DakshinDinajpur Pala-Sena

28. Budhura DakshinDinajpur Pala-Sena

29. Methrani, Malda Pala-Sena

30. Narayanpur, DakshinDinajpur Pala-Sena

31. Kardaha, DakshinDinajpur Pala-Sena

32. Mahipala-dighi, Pala-Sena

DakshinDinajpur

33. Itahar, Pala-Sena

34, Bhadrashila, Pala-Sena

35. Dehabandh Pala-Sena

36. Pichli Gupta, Pala-Sena
37. Panchanagari Gupta, Pala-Sena
38. Masirgarh Maurya, Gupta
39. Charaiyya Maurya, Gupta
40. Bahadurganj Maurya, Gupta
41. Danga Gupta, Pala-Sena
42. Sambhunagar Gupta, Pala-Sena
43. Caitanpati Gupta, Pala-Sena
44, Anandaganj Gupta, Pala-Sena
45. Govindapur Gupta, Pala-Sena
46. Gourhanda Gupta, Pala-Sena
47. Vangapal Gupta, Pala-Sena
48. Damanviti Gupta, Pala-Sena
49. Virasthali Gupta, Pala-Sena
50. Dakshinsahar Gupta, Pala-Sena
51. Sanjib Gupta, Pala-Sena
52. Alihanda Gupta, Pala-Sena
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53. Vandar Gupta, Pala-Sena
54. Kusidha Gupta, Pala-Sena
55. Bhaluka Gupta, Pala-Sena
56. Suryapur Gupta, Pala-Sena
57. Ganipur Pala-Sena
58. Chate Pala-Sena
59. Dabharol, Pala-Sena
60. Kachra, Pala-Sena
61. Eshnail, Pala-Sena
62. Aminpur, Pala-Sena
63. Katashan, Pala-Sena
64. Dehabandh, Pala-Sena
65. Patiraj, Pala-Sena
66. Adhyakhanda, Pala-Sena
67. Mahatur, Pala-Sena
68. Jagdalla, Pala-Sena
69. Mabhendra, Pala-Sena
70. Surohor, Pala-Sena
71. Harirampur Pala-Sena
72. Raikhandighi Pala-Sena
73. Dhana-ManarBhita Pala-Sena
74. Bamongola Pala-Sena
75. Bangapala Pala-Sena
76. Damanbhita Pala-Sena
77. Kaimar Pala-Sena
78. Madhubana Pala-Sena
79. Tenohari Pala-Sena
80. Bindol Pala-Sena
81. Swaminath Pala-Sena
82. Kukrakunda Pala-Sena
83. Sonapur Pala-Sena
84. Karandighi Pala-Sena
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85. Tungidighi Pala-Sena
86. Chopra Pala-Sena
87. Kajaldighi Pala-Sena
88. Ranidighi Pala-Sena
89. Bauldighi Pala-Sena
90. Laldighi Pala-Sena
91. Ballabhasagar Pala-Sena

Limitations of the Research

Though the research work revealed many important information of the study
area, like other scientific field research this time-bound project also have limitations.
As we have mentioned heretofore that the study is based on the surface collections
from the archaeological sites, sometimes access to some of these sites become
difficult due to some unavoidable situations. In some cases, accesses to the private
collectors become troublesome due to collectors’ unfair motives. The most important
lacuna for not only this work but for the entire research world is that, the unawareness
of the inhabitants of the study area regarding their culture and history. For this reason
the unholy personnel make selling of the artefacts as their way of livelihood. Another
important weakness of the study is that the unavailability of large-scale archaeological
excavation reports of the ancient sites of the area. We have only a portion of the
mound of Bangarh and Ballalbati have been excavated so far. Most of the sites of the
study area, particularly the Asuragarh mound, Ganeshvita, mounds of Kamalabari,
mounds of the Kandaran region, will be vanished by the encroachment of increasing
population and agricultural works. In respect of the manuscripts, found from the study
area, lack of initiatives of preserving and reading is going to be vanished completely

from the realm of history.

In this context, however, more detailed scientific excavations can be carried
out at different sites on the basis of their importance which may reveal more
information of the human activities of the past. These efforts will help us to
understand the epigraphic data and the interpretations of the sites with more accuracy.
The future excavations will also increase the possibility of tourism. If the accurate
identification of the Jagaddala monastery after excavating the proposed areas has been

done, then this area can be a great place of interest for the Buddhist world.
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Table 1: Gupta Inscriptions found in North Bengal dealt with in this thesis

King GE Issued Seal Applica | Donat | Purpose | Land: officials Toponyms Other
corr from nt ed/Sol Measur
espo d to ement
ndin & rate
t AD
Dhanaid | Kumaragupta 113 Khada(ta no seal - Varahas Nivi- One Mahattaras- Deévakirti, Kshémadatta, Khada(ta?)para Basak,
aha I (Parama- GE(4 ?)para preserved vamin dharma kulyavap | Goshthaka, Varggapala, Pingala, Sunkuka, 1920,
daivatapara 32-33 a and Kala..., ...visnu, Dévasarman, Visnubhadra, 345-48
ma- CE) 8x9 Khasaka, RamakaGopala, Sribhadra,
bhattaraka) reeds, Somapala, Rama.
@2 Scribes-Sribhadra, written by
dinaras Stambh&svaradasa, Brahmanas -Sivasarman,
Naga$arman
Kalaikur Not 120 Sragaver no seal Kulika Dévada | Religious Nine Ayuktaka-Acyutadasa, scribes-Prabhucandra, | Vata river, Gulmagandhika,
i- mentioned GE avaithey | preserved Bhima tta, merit, To | kulyavap | Rudradasa, Artisan Bhima, Lakshmana, Tapasapottaka,
Sultanpu Vaisa a- and others | Amarad perform as, Kantidéva, Sambhudatta, Krishnadasa, Dayitapottaka,Hastisirsha,
r kha 1 | Purnakau attaand | five great | @2dinar | record keepers - Sirhhanandin and Chitravatangara, Vibhitaka,
(440 sika Mahase sacrifices as Yasodaman Purnakausikavithr,
CE) nadatta
Damoda | Kumaragupta | 124 Kotivars no seal Karpatika | Karpati | To 1 Chiratadatta (Uparika), Vétravarman Donga
rpur 1 1 (Parama- GE a preserved ka perform kulyavap | (kumaramatya), Dhritipala (guild
daivatapara Phalg agnihotra aand 2 president), Bandhumitra (marchent),
ma- una 7 rites dronava | Dhritimitra (chief artisan), Sambhapala
bhattaraka,m | (444 pas/ @2 | (chief scribe), Karpatika (Brahmana)
aharajadhira | CE) dinaras
ja)
Jagadish | Not 128 Pirnakau no seal kutumbin( | 6 drona | 1)builta 1 Vithi-mahattara:Kuaradeva, Ganda, Gulmagandhika,
pur mentioned GE sika preserved | s) outof 1 | vihara for | kulyavap | Prajapati, Jyesthadaman. Samgohalika,
(dated Chaitr Ksemaka, | kulya Arhats, 2) | a/ @2 Kutumbin:Yasovisnu, Umayasas, Milakavastuka, Mecikamra,
Kuaragupta a Bhoyila entruste | builta dinaras Harisarman, Sarpapalita, Hiranyagupta, Sambapura, Mecikamra,
) 20(44 and dto viharkafor Kumarayasas, Kumarabhtiti, Sivakunda, Siva, | Purnakausika (head quarter
8 Mabhidasa Balaku Arhats and a second Siva, Somavisnu, Salyavisnu, of Srngavera-vithi.
CEO ndu 3) builta Kankati, Nandadaman, Viranaga,
(Srama temple for Narayanadasa, Rudra, Bhava, Guha, Acyuta,
na- Sahasraras Kubera, Sarvaniga, Bhavanaga, Sridatta,
acarya) | mi(Sun Bhabadatta, Dhanavisnu, Gunaratha,
god) Naradeva. Pustapala:
Sirhhanandin&Yasodaman. Kulika: Bhima.
Written by Rudradasa, engraver-Susirhha
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Damoda | Kumaragupta | 129 Kotivars no seal - - To 5 Chiratadatta (Uparika), V&travarman Airavata,
rpur 2 I (Parama- GE a preserved perform dronas/2 | (kumaramatya), Dhritipala (guild
daivatapara Vaisa paiicha- dinaras president), Bandhumitra (marchent),
ma- kha mahayajiia | (kulyava | Dhritimitra (chiefartisan), Sambhapala (chief
bhattaraka,m | 13 S pa @3 scribe), Risidatta, Jayanandin and Vibhudatta
aharajadhira | (448- dinaras) | (recordkeepers)
ja) 49
AD)
Vayigra - - - - Sivanandi - - - - Srigohali, Vatagohali
ma n
frament
Vayigra Not 128 Panchan no seal Bhoyila - Daily 3 Kulavriddhi (kumaramatya), Durgadatta and | Paiichanagarivisaya,
ma Mentioned GE agarl preserved | and worship kulyavap | Arkkadasa (pustapala) Bhoyila and Bhaskara | Vayigrama, Trivrita,
Magh Bhaskara and repair | as/ @3 (kutumvin), Sivanandin (father of Bholiya Srigohali
al9 of dinaras/ | and Bhaskara)
(447- Govindasv | 8§x9
48 amin reeds
CE) temple
Tavira 159 Varahaso Guhada | Nivi- 22 Nandabhti (visayapati), notables — Vidalaka and
GE ma man dharma kulyavap | Brahmasena, Visnudeva, Satyaghosa, Sannahakutumbaka
Jyesth as/ Sattvaraksita, Vanadaman, Jayavisnu and
al @2dinar | Prabhudaman; land holders - Satyavisnu,
as/ 8x9 Skandavisnu, Praiyavisnu (?), Balapala,
reeds Gunadeva, Gunasarman, Bhavadeva,

Kundakrsna, A...ciratavisnu (?),
Sambhukirtti, Bhaktidaman, Manahkrsna,
Ksemarudra, Bhavadaman, Laksmana,
Mitrasoma, Baladasa, Jayadasa, Sur’lgadéman,
Vyagrasarman, Yasodaman,
Damodaradaman, Sthavaradaman,
Kumaradaman, Ga...daman (?),
Adbhutavisnu, Rajyasimmha, Upendrapala,
Premasirhha, Krsnasoma, Rajyasoma and
Bhavadaman. Record keepers — Sumati and
Virasirmha
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Mabhati- Budha-Gupta 159 Mahati- | Primary Brahmana | Brahma | To 2 Yithapati (kumaramatya), Suvarcasadatta Kuddalakhata (visaye)

Raktama (parama- GE Raktama | seal- ‘Of Nandabhii | nas of perform kulyavap | (mahamdatra), Brahmadatta (uparika), Mabhati-Raktamala

a1l bhattaraka, =478 | laagraha the ti Dugdha | paicha- a Svamicandra (desoparika), Aryadasa (agrahara), Khuddi-

- council of tika mahayajia (scribe), Manorathadasa (pustapala) Raktamala, Govardhanaka,
paramadeva) CE, ra, . s
_ appointees s Dugdhatika,
Jyesth | Kuddala of the Madhyamasandika,Kuddalak
a8 khatavisa territory of hata, Mahati-
ya Madhyam Raktamalaagrahara
asandika’.
Secondary
seal- ‘of
Yithapati’

Mabhati- paramabhatt 1xx, _lavilintt | Primary Ganadatta | Yasobh lkulyava | Gopala (kumaramatya), Kesavadatta Mahati-Raktamala

Raktama | arakapadanu day agrahara | seal-same | (kulaputra | ti pa /100 (pustapala), (agrahara), Khuddi-

1a plate2 ddhyatah 13, x as plate ) (Brahm karsapan Raktamala,

#1. ana) a/ 8x9
Secondary reeds
seal-

indistinct

Paharpu 159 Pundrava Brahmana | Monast lkulyava | Maintenance and worship of Arhats Vatagohali, Prsthimapottaka,

r GE, rdhana - ery of pa and Gosatapunjaka, Bilvagohali,
Magh Nathasarm | Vatago four Daksinamsaka-vithi,

a7 an and his | halt dronava Nagiratta-mandala
i wife pas

478 Rami.

CE

Damoda Budha-gupta | 163 Palasavri no seal (Gramika) Settling 1 Brahmadatta (Uparika-maharaja), Palasavrindaka, Chanda-

rpur (parama- GE, ndaka preserved Nabhaka some kulyavap Sthaya(n)pala, Kapila, Sribhadra, Patradasa | gramaVayi-grama

CPI3 daivata, Asadh Brahmana | a@2dina (pustapala)

s ras/8x9
parama- al3
- reeds
bhattaraka, (482-
maharajadhir | 83)
ajaprithvipatt
)

Nandapu | Not 169 no seal Chhatram A 4 Chhatramaha (vishayapati), Pradydta-sithha Nanda-vithi, Khata-

r CP1 mentioned GE preserved | aha Brahmana, | kulyavap | and Bandhudasa (pustapala), Darvvikarmma puranaagrahara, Gorakshita
vaisa (vishayapa whose a/ 8x9 (of Baigram CPI) and Gopalibhoga (village)
kha 7 ti) name nalas
(488 ended (reeds)/

CE) with 2 dinara
..svamin
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Damoda Srigupta -Lost- no seal Ribhupala | To Ribhupala | 4+7= Jayadatta (Uparika), Sandaka (@yuktaka), Donga-grama in
rpurCPl | (Parama- preserved build 11 Ribhupala (nagara-sreshthin), Himavachchhikhara
4 daivatapara two kulyavap | Vasumittra(marchent), Varadatta (chief
ma- temple a/3 kulika), Viprapala (chief scribe), Vishnudatta,
bhattaraka,m of dinara Vijayanandin and Sthananandin (pustapalas)
aharajadhira Kokam
Jja) ukha-
svamin
and
Svetava
raha-
svamim
and
their
two
store
room

Nagavas 198 no seal Nagavasu 2 Sarva (prathamapustapala), Priti, Sisipuiija,

u CPI GE preserved kulyavap | Visnudhara, Jayadatta, Ramadatta, Madhyamasrgalika,
Srava a2 Sudar$anasridasa and Bhavadasa Gramakiitagohali, Arya
na dinara (adyapustapala) (village) falling under
(518 Abjatatapagaccha, Sandika
CE) (division)
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Table 2: Two Early Medieval Inscriptions of North Bengal

Mastakasvabhra copper-plate Inscription of Pradyumnabandhu

King Seals Bhukti Vishaya Vishay | Recieve | Purpo | Toponyms / Brahmana visapaa | Pusta | Price
pati apati r se water dhikara | pala and
body/ies nika (recor | quanti
d ty
keepe
r)
Primary Uporika Ghonadvipaka | Mahdaprat | Brahmana | regular Ghonadvipakavis _ Mahamahattara- Sambhud | Naradatt | The
ma(ha)rajad Cellaka (visaya thara Jayadeva perform | aya,Mastakasvab | Adityadeva, Jayadeva, atta, a, entire
hira Ghonadvipaka adhikaranasya | Avadhiita | through ance of | hra grama,pdtaka | Sivabhadro, Sarvadeva, | Krsnadatt | Edita(nu | village
vi_sa);a ) the hand the five | Varsagrima, Pavittrasoma, a, ), of
Pradyumnab | gdhikaranasya of great Sanda dvipa, | Ksemadeva Paurudatt | Devasen | Mastaka
andhu ‘(Seal) of the Mahaprati | sacrific | Pravara  dvipa, Mahattara- aand a Svabhra,
council in hara es Navadevakula, Gaurakakiranasvami, others 45
Ghonadvipaka Avadhuta Pippalivanika, Rudrasvami, karsapan
district’ Pattravata, Sambhusvamin, a annual
Sar’lkarapallika, Bhakideva, addition
Secondary Sivanagara, Gopasoma, al tax
Varahakottaka, Bhattadharmmasvamin, collectio
‘pradyumnaba Sivaguptakhataka Bhadrasvamin, n
ndhoh’ , Ardrala, | Sricandra,
’ Audumvarika,Ka | Ksemasarman,
palati, Amrtasantanu,
Trighattika Dharmmakunda,
(river), Optra (?) | Sivagupta, Jalla,
canal, Srogataka | Jalacandra, Syamadeva,
pond, Abhinandana,
Brhacchaokajota | Malayarudra
Brahmana-
Guhayasas
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Khalimpur Copper-plate Inscription of Dharmapala

King Date Vish Seal Applicant Donated | Purpose Land : officials Toponyms Other
aya /Sold to Measurement
& rate
Dharmapaladéva 32 SrimanDharm | Mahasamantadhipati | The YuvarajaTribhuvanapala (Diuitaka) agrahara of Kings
(ParamaésvaraPar | regnal apaladévah Narayanavarman temple of Shashthadhikrita, Dandasakti, Patliputra, attended=
amabhattaraka, year of N[u]nna- Khola, Jyéshthakayastha, Subhasthali, Bhoja,
maharajadhiraja ) Dharma Narayana Dasagramika, Vapyata, Kraunchasva Matsya,
paladéva and the Dayitavishnu, Gopala, Déddadévi, bhra, Madra,
LataBrah Dharmapala, Narayanavarman, Madhasamma | Kuru,
manas, Tribhuvanapala. Scriber- Tatata son li, Palitaka, Yadu,
priests of Subhata and grandson of Gopippali, Yavana,
and other Bhogata Vyaghratatim | Avanti,
attendants andala, Gandhara,
Amrashandik | Kira
amandala,
Mahantaprak
asavisaya,
Sthalikkatavis
aya,
Udragramam
andala,
Kalikasvabhr
a, Ganginika,
Jénandayika,
Kana island,
Konthiya
river
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Table 3: Land measurement

8 mushtisor handfuls 1 kunchi
8 kunchis (64 handfuls) 1 pushkala
8 pushkalas (256 handfuls) 1 adhaka

4 ddhakas (1024 handfuls)

8 dronas (8192 handfuls)

Source: Maity and Basham, 1957, p. 103.

Table 4: Boatmen and fisherman communities

CASTE FIRST SECOND THIRD
PROFESSION PROFESSION PROFESSION
Musahor Fisherman - -
Kol Fisherman - -
Bindu Fisherman - -
Bagdi Fisherman - -
Suraiya Fisherman - -
Malo Fisherman Boatman -
Keot Fisherman Boatman -
Gangoar Fisherman - -
Gangothi - Boatman Wood Cutter
Kharowar Fisherman Palanquin bearer Cultivators
Kuri Fisherman - -
Chai Fisherman Vegetables seller Boatman
Chabi Fisherman - -
Markendeo Fisherman - -
Hrishi Fisherman - -
Barhai-kandol Fisherman - -
Toraha Fisherman - -
Tior Fisherman - -
Muriari Fisherman Cultivator Boatman
Chandal/Chanral Fisherman - -
Patni (Mainly in - - Boatman
Rongpur
Kandar/Kandal Fisherman - Ferryman

Source: Bhattacharyya, M. 2018, p. 111.
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Table 5: Adityas

No. of the Vedic Bhavisya Kurmma Bhagavata | Sabda-Kalpa
Adityas Literature Purana Purana Druma
1 Mitra Do Do Do Do
2 Aryaman Do a)Do Do Do
b) Bhaskara
3 Bhaga Do Do Do Do
4 Varuna Do Do Do Do
5 Daksa Parjjanya a)Parjjanya Savita Savita
b)Ravi
6 Amsa Do Do Rudra Bidhata
7 Surya Pusa Pusa Surya Pusa
8 Martanda Tvasta Do Do Do
9 Dhata Do Do Do Do
10 Indra Do Do Pusa Do
11 Vivasvat Do Do Do Do
12 Visnu Do Do Do Urukrama

Source: Bhattashali, N., 2008, p. 155.
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Table 6: Caturvimsati Murtaya of Lord Visnu.

No Name of the Back right Back left Front left Front right
Murti hand hand hand hand
1 Kesava samkha cakra gada padma
2 Narayana padma gada cakra samkha
3 Madhava cakra samkha padma gada
4 Govinda gada padma samkha cakra
5 Visnu padma samkha cakra gada
6 Madhusudana samkha padma gada cakra
7 Trivikrama gada cakra samkha padma
8 Vamana cakra gada padma samkha
9 Sridhara cakra gada samkha padma
10 Hrisikesa cakra padma samkha gada
11 Padmanabha padma cakra gada samkha
12 Damodara samkha gada cakra padma
13 Samkarsana samkha padma cakra gada
14 Vasudeva samkha cakra padma gada
15 Pradyumna samkha gada padma cakra
16 Aniruddha gada samkha padma cakra
17 Purusottam padma samkha gada cakra
18 Adhoksaja gada samkha cakra padma
19 Narasimha padma gada samkha cakra
20 Acyuta padma cakra samkha gada
21 Janardana cakra samkha gada padma
22 Upendra gada cakra padma samkha
23 Hari cakra padma gada samkha
24 Srikrsna gada padma cakra samkha

Source: Rao, T., 1914, pp. 229-230.
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Picture 1: Northern ghat of Pirpukur, Methrani, Gajol, Malda.

(photo collected by researcher)

Picture 2: Temple like structure, Methrani, Gajol, Malda.

(photo collected by researcher)
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Obverse Reverse

Picture 3: Earthenware Male Head, Kandaran, Malda. (photo collected by researcher)

OAsuragar

Picture: 4. Ariel View of Asuragarh. (photo collected from goole.earth by researcher)
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Picture: 6. Curious Terracotta Head from Asuragarh, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected

by researcher)

197



Picture: 7. Terracotta Sivalinga, Asuragarh, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by

researcher)

Picture: 8. Terracotta Sivalinga (2), Asuragarh, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by

researcher)
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Picture: 9. Potteries, Asuragarh, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by researcher)

Picture: 10. Ariel View of Bangarh Mound
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Picture 10a: Moat and mound of Bangarh, Dakshin Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)

Picture 10b: Bulwark of Bangarh, Dakshin Dinajpur. (photo collected by researcher)
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Picture: 12. Ariel View of the Mounds
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Picture 14: Pillar from Mahendra. (photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 15: Pillar from Mahendra. (photo collected by researcher)

Picture 16: Terracotta Plaque from Bangarh. Courtesy: ASI, Patna Branch
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Pictre 17: Sunga Coin from Bangarh. Courtesy: S. Adhikary.

Pictre 18: Coin of KusanakingVimaKadphisesfromBangsihari. Courtesy: S Adhikary.
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Picture 19: Fragment Baigram CPI. Courtesy: Indian Museum Website, Kolkata.

Picture 20:Mahati-Raktamala CPI of 159 GE. Image of secondary seal. Courtesy:
Grifiths.
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Picture 22: Ground plane of Ballalabati, Gaur, Malda. (photo collected by researcher)

206



Picture 24: Basement of temple, Chhaghati, Aminhat, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected
by researcher)
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Picture 25: Pilaster from Aminhat, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by researcher)

Picture 26: Visniipatta from Aminhat, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by researcher)

208



Picture 27: Votive Stupa from Joyhat, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by researcher)

Picture 28: Votive Stupa (2) from Joyhat, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 29: Votive Stupa 3 from Joyhat, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)

Picture 30: Votive Stupa 5 from Joyhat, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 31: Heap of fragmented Schulptures, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)

Picture 32: Head of a Visnu Image from Jotnarottam, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected
by researcher)
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Picture 33: A part of Votive stupa, Kotbari, Amati, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected
by researcher)

Picture 34: Mound of Jagdal (1) near Amati, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 35: A colossal gargoyle with Makaramukha design, Jagdal, Uttar Dinajpur.
(photo collected by researcher)

Picture 36: Brick road between Amati and Jagdal, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 37: Mound of Mahendra. (photo collected by researcher)

Picture 38: Pillar from Mahendra. (photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 40: Brick wall of Jagaddala near Mahendra. (photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 41: Couchant bull (randi) from Bangarh, Dakshin Dinajpur. (photo collected
by researcher)
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Picture 42: BatukaBhairava from Bangarh, Shivbari, Dakshin Dinajpur. (photo
collected by researcher)
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Picture 43: Vajrasattva from Bangarh, Dakshin Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 44: Colossal Visnu from Gangarampur PS, Dakshin Dinajpur. (photo collected
by researcher)
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Picture 45: Face of the colossal Visnu image, Dakshin Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)

Picture 46: Second Visnu image from Gangarampur PS, Dakshin Dinajpur. (photo
collected by researcher)
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Picture 47: Fragment from workshop, Bangarh, Dakshin Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)

Picture 48: Fragmented decorated pillar, Rajibpur, Dakshin Dinajpur. (photo collected
by researcher)
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Picture 49: MartandaBhairav, Bindol, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 51: Remains in the temple, Bindol, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 52: DwipRajarDighi, Panishala, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)

Picture 53: Terracotta disc from Panishala, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 54: Jambhala, Panishala, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 55: Stone slab with Visnu image from Panishala, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo
collected by researcher)

Picture 56: Mound of Tamasari Mathbari. (photo collected by researcher)

226



Picture 57: Use of iron bar in architecture, Tamasari Mathbari. (photo collected by
researcher)

Picture 58: Seating Ganesh image, Ganeshbhita, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 59: Pillars from the mound of Ganeshbhita, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected
by researcher)

Picture 60: Inscription, Ganeshbhita, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 61: Dashdala mosque, Kamlabari, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)

Picture 62: Mound of 21 pillars, Kamlabari, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 63: Fragment of sculpture, Ganeshbhita, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)

Picture 64: Islamic inscription, Kamlabari, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)

230



Picture 66: Patalghora pond, Tenohari, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 67: DasavataraVisnu image, Tenohari, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 68: the eighth figure, DasavataraVisnu, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)

Picture 69: Second Visnu image, Tenohari, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 70: Siva linga with yonipatta, Tenohari, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)

.

Picture 71: Dancing Gane$a, Sonapur, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 72: fragment of the figure of a goddess, Sonapur, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo
collected by researcher)

Picture 73: Fragment of a Goddess image, Sonapur, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected
by researcher)
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Picture 74: Sand stone of Gane$a image, Sonapur, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)

Picture 75:Khasarpana image, College para, Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected
by researcher)
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Picture 76: Visnu image, Kharmujaghat, Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 77: Fragmented Khasarpana image, Udaypur, Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo
collected by researcher)

Picture 78: Inscription of the Khasarpana image, Udaypur, Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur.
(photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 79: Basement of temple, Chanditala, Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected
by researcher)

Picture 80: Wood of a giant boat, Chanditala, Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo
collected by researcher)
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Picture 81: Mahisamarddini image, Chanditala, Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo
collected by researcher)

Picture 82: Manasa image, Chanditala, Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 84: use of stone chips as building material, Dehabandh, Dakshin Dinajpur.
(photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 85: colossal amalaka design, Dehabandh, Dakshin Dinajpur. (photo collected
by researcher)

Picture 86: Doorjamb, Dehabandh, Dakshin Dinajpur. (photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 88: Fragmented Visnu image, Baragram, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 90: chhatravali, Baragram, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 91: Brocken image of Garuda, Baragram, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)

Picture 92: Fragmented head, Baragram, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 94: Fragment, Baragram, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 96: Visnu image with inscription, Pauti, Uttar Dinajpur. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Malda. (photo collected by

Gour,

3

Picture 97: Warrior image in a monolithic column

researcher)
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Picture 98: Monolithic Column, Gour, Malda. (photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 99: Monolithic block of toilet (?), Gour, Malda. (photo collected by
researcher)
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Picture 101: Dancing female figurine, Pandua, Malda. (photo collected by researcher)
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Picture 103: Garland bearer, Pandua. (photo collected by researcher)
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