
.e 1 .... ve ti riel } eritu.1e of ':il 11 ife . Tl-.e vast diver-~ity 

of cl i ate u.nd >'"')l v >i'J'lrc..'">hy of rn lia offers ::;uita')le 1 iving 

CJn1~"'-:i·-ms for a 'on1 rfully rich varieties of 1 >ird life. So'l1e 

/100 ·ryecies un' 

.l r. ' r 0 ta ·k i c:; n,....,t an "'ae!y one in a 1P eloninq 

c"untry \ ·i l:h lr ,-.,cr 1- ic .... t-u ...... • ""ere 'l0°~ of t: c o-;nulution are 

1. rul ).J.;c·l n1" ...,ll.y :lc>--c>n l'nt fort' eir Uvclihood on tl e living 

nu. ur..1l n · t rc ,f' t e c,....., .tr{. dnly 22. ?;f. of "':.he c0untry spread 

over 3 illion t u.re ki 1_ > etre., i.;; of ic. ially < lu:i cd <J.s forest 

1rAu; ut cl i..s l'n r tct·ive ureas "ith little :->r no 

~ )re;t ro r. .c :Ud 1 l '.[ cnly 2 . 3~~ of Iniia ' s a eo r.a •hica i.. area - ' • 

(73, 7Gl . k . ) t •. r t ·cr. e f" "rc ,t CdtE'''JOry r >a1 u.ria, 

1' .., i 1 uny 1, r t' L:; ..... utt£>r~ y :ina le uc:J.tc to nrovide a 

.>U ; lc e for Ol' r. li' ~ n naturo.l ..-P•y·•n rrcc:; :1nrl a 
. pffer 

i. .. " ncr i I t .... t· ,...,. c 1 ir ll rl n rjnrn .nntal 

'1 i. 1 'nt 1 
, l- tr r'lf ~-..lir'' <J.< ''F> ,..t d, l r ('Q is '-

....... rc( :Jt r~ T" . ,., r 1 . ' . !1- 1 • r ... , e n <1'1 1 '::hn "'T0n- ~ryan -
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'L'hey follo\cd :1 c '>rinc L€. f li~ ir' ir 

evident from tt.e Ved<:l...; pc.:rtic l~rl y ~ig Veda l' 1 .tl-:c.1rva eda . 

ro q1-ote one hY''n fro.,1 tr e lc1 :t.cr "uh..J.t 'Jf thee -: ig out, let 

tr·at quie1d y qr,\·1 over, let e n·)t. 1 it thy vi t ll s . or try rPart " • 

.:>trc.1eey (1 '163) oo int.cd out trat u-i 1 11 iff' in Jn "i ~ "~-as 

p it 

' sloka' . i\:dutilva•s "~.rtha s' astra" refer· t:' • 

r;r f.-..re~t ~-;a!1etuary ul- ere ani- ..... ls er:ml ' roa J. ut u' !:l--..., t .:1ny 

for<=>sts on 72 soeeif icd 1a'·s o"" ere 1 tmer i.tr. In ' is "FHth 

Pillar ;,jet " \ie finl fir·t l .. us to r teet Fi,h, 'Ia e u.nc.l 

forests . 1ut at ores >nt even ~;uch lo -ious oc · '"'"l 

· 1 1 ife. 

The rca. ,on.J for !:he .. >hen enal k'''l ine of ~ i l l H ure >any: 

11Ut three nain ')TICS CdTI E" i. 

dnd e:mt:i nued t :i 11 ree nt t i' c~ '·'it'· in<' rea-- i n'1 j r':cn-- i ... ,, \ i th 

sbot 80 lions in Kathia\!U.r, a ·~ri':i r ,.,.. .n 1 , n~:r 1 .... ...,7 tiqers 
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in Hydcru.bad , 'or ctrd ia of ,C'\ia \:ill l 616 ti rer..., in ri"' ifeti 1C 

an::l ''bhuru. j a r~r:i. JC::n~..1ra Par...t{<...~.n :f Coocl • e'"'u.r 1 u.d kill ·d 3 70 tigers, 

288 rhino~:; , 130 buffu.loes tind 3 21 bu.ru.., in l·a deer in aJdition to 

0ther ani c.1ls c'::\·'ccn 1S71 .... nd 1 '"'~07 ( _;trc.... e v , 1 '"'~63 ) • 

. • fter in i0ncn i 1ce ~ {' le len.> of ~1 c C'IUntry fra ed 

stratir:~ies for all r'>unJ level 'J>J nt uitl"'in a sl ort ti"1e .,...,articularly 

in aqric~;lturc and in 1u ..... tr ' • • s a rc~~ult 'l ..... sive 1c. s, nu er0us 

irrigation canals , f'T .lti'>nal Vi l •.•ays an 1 ""iant :in 1" ... tridl c1nmlexes 

startPd coMinq un o~e after a~,t~cr. t t e sayc~i e 1uc to i~roved 

"•edical facjlitie-- , rcalth Jn'J. sanit-:uy e-n 1 ~ 4.:;,n~· 1 u c1n p0ryttlation 

c~r r i need a n unY)ree edented explo:-ive qr'"''vth r...1te . ~-1aturally more 

and "'Ore natural habituts \·.'ere lestr 1 1 dffect~ n"J tr.e "'"' ldlife 

adversel y . T' e .Jebacle exncricDced b • t e \'il l~fe is cvi e ced 

by the f_ct t'!..lt tl c na aliun fauna leclined fr.-o..., ore t: an 510 

.·Jnecies u.~ earlv as 1 ~63 (~_ruccy, 1"'63) to a ere 35J in 1~q3 

out of w1 icr 6G . •ccics cS ').._en Jrclar d dS cnlctn E red ( c i 

I3clhu -:una, 1 '183) . r1 P. "t0ry ,: r.tr r 1r u "'--> 0f u. i c.1l .... L.. i ilar 

or cv~n ore n~ttetic. 

nt a qri"'l nictt're>. "'ortunutely, it is not 

tre \ih')le stor1. S lo\lly 1 ut ·tr nr<l r, d section 0f '1C')'"llc Merqed 

v1ho voiced the necessity of ju icious 12.~ I"'JC' cnt 0~ nur 'il 11 ife 

herita~e und its ba~it3t . 

., i su;.;e or a' t'se ':)f 1 i·-.. 

,, 

l i '-•r ' · 1 1 i r 

n~t an ~asy t' ~~ 
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bel ow p .::.overty line. The Bor bay Natu ral History Soc iety. founded 

in 1883 , has Leen successful to organise and continue such a 

movement fr0m the very begining . The Indian Forest Pro tect ion 

Act was installed in 1927 for the firsttime realising the 

necessity of enforcing conservation measures against ruthless 

hunting . However, t h e rnost importu.nt le islution was passed with 

' The In·liu.n Wil , 1life (Protection) Act , 1972 ' which provides for 

t~ e legal p rotection of wildlife and endangered snecies in 

particular with the establishment of 19 national parks (area = 

6471. 22 sq. krn) . Besides , several sites vJere selected to serve 

as b iosn~e re reserves (insul c.ted from all forr< s or interference) 

and marine parks along Hith a r:'ass i ve programme of af.corestation 

involving t h e co·~,.,.,on people for estar l ishing v illage and community 

forests on l ~nd not required for other purposes . Another important 

legislative step was the 42nd Amendment in t·he Constitution of 

India by wl ich the Central GoverniTent has the pO\-Jer to ensure 

wildlife protectjon and to acquire forests of national importance . 

The study of wil r·llife is important not only from academic 

point of view but also fr jm a host of otrer considerations such 

as ethical . aest!.etical , cultural , e cological and economical . 

We , human bejngs , are ratiooale animals with canacity to distinguish 

right frorr> vJrong and to evaluate oursel '·es . This capacity compelled 

us to tt·_ ink that tve have no rj 1ht to Jdll other 1 i v:i ng components 

of nature . 
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Even if \ve leave tl e recn~_.t ional und aest' etic benefit s 

; ' · 1 life t0 U C' last, t c re dre so na.ny other c onvincing 

r~ .l. on..; t.o co ore' end trut the n tur<Jl v1orld ts essential to 

an ' s st'r: ival . • "'ro"1 scic tjfic ,...oint 0f vi.-.·v ~..:illlife by i ts 

dire ct _nJ iP-dircct act i ~n · ~tain tbe ecoln~ical balance i n 

valt•ahle - in4ce 1, :in 1i e rsa'-,le - assP-ts t ev are. Pllnt and 

ari al "r'"' lt cts re Cf'~0 t,.:al for the anufacture of rodern 

l r\.!'1[; cJnl edicines. PJ ey alr ..,rovide :i 1eds for c c :i C3.l compounds 

thdt can '1e bu 'lt un in t e l [-r tory. Ani'Tial based pr ucts r anged 

fr,-.,, CIJ 1 ,..,d l 1 i ut livor oil.:; tiS rj c sot·rces of vita ins A and 

J nJ J.1inq c tdlY::>L , to a 'i0s i le Jerivative fro-n a hornone 

fro the Jo ·-d; .\. ericc;.n bl 1ck ·x~er \ 1 icl "1i 1 t off r a. new way 

to tre ... t ki..Jmy li',e ._;e. Cobra (Na j a na j a) veno~:l is used for 

the tr cJt ent ,-.,f ':> e ldnd ...,r- cu .cet". ~hesus ~'lonl:eys rav'3 served 

a~ te t a i al..; for intra-uteri~e 1 irth c~ntrol devices and new 

E'ljci:--e. for tlf> \' l trC' of hu·an beinrts . Si ilarlv tre m-.'1--nonkey 

us ''een t F l s a "'t l terial for ""alaria, tl e c· i nanzee for 

t C' nit1 ; t: .1 rv P 1 ot r ... ·r on..:1l i nt r ct ion~, ':1 c ar"Y'a l:i llc· for 

lD'' ,..,t· 0 ,.. :in ·tl ir line. l'rey are 

r-..n i lllv ll r tr r r, ..,re •· rtl _,. i le, · f's ,,ave 
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been inspired by ohservations of an i mal behaviour - the making 

of col d weather clothing from the discovery of how polar bears ' 

hairs keep them warm, the i rproved design of hel icopters from 

s t udies of humming birds, and the making of a safelight for 

u s e in mines from observations of how fireflies make their 

light . The li s t of animals known to serve human interest could be 

considerably enlarged but the point to underscore is that we still 

do not know which animal may serve i n what capacity in the future . 

But, truly, no arguement for wildlife preservation can 

end without reference to its spiritual and aesthetic values . 

It is true that no analysis of the aesthetic appreciation of 

the natural worl d is possible : suffice it to say it exists . 

Dr. Olaus J . Murie , not ed American naturalist , sajd, ' Nature gives 

spiritual values no one can do without, a l thouqh many think they 

can or haven ' t t he chance to find out . Peopl e becore different 

in t he wilds - more helpful and happy'. Pandit JavJaharlal Nehru 

wrote in h is forward to E. P. Geis book, The Wild Life of India 

(1964 ) , • •... ... ....• 1 ife would become very dul l and colourless 

if we did not have these magnificent animals and birds t o look 

at and to play with, • 

In this highly materialistic world of today, it is 

increctsingl y rc.cognised that man ' s self consciousness make s 

things of the spiri t of the utmost i mportance : and among things 

of the sn i rit , , contempl a tion of the na tura l world occuoies a 
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D ri "'le '">it ion. .v n if: 0nc t j ""11
' ~ only a out the '""l.:lterial istic 

; c' .J.l 10 • e l 

~·· 
; r k '") )Ur v ...... _,;_ 11 tural tr c.l...>ure • . \nd to 

, ...... ·c >") r , · r ..: n •• c. ~·1 1 )rutcc~.-ion of t is trcasur ·:e should 

l 1rr. "'1-e ..1' •ut- c c.J.c' it i 'lu l nccies in nutural nvironment. 

,, I L irk l ·1 £ Jul iu....; • yr,rere , .,peak inC) ...,f= ,., i 1 11 i ft=> in 

ut lrE:' ~n inte()ral n 1rt :>f ---ur ndt.ura l reso,,rces and nf our 

u t.l rc l i vc l i h...,o, ..1 • l vJC 11 - ' C' inq ' . 

:>torks are 1...1 r ..... e ,., 1 i n-1, terrcc;tri~l 'Ji rt1c· r ...,und in 

n( arl y al l ': rc cnnti nPnts c::-·cf'T"\t ant.J.rctica . Openbill stork, 

..., citdn (Bodnuert ), iu the s~all0st ~c~ber of t ris 

')roup an-1 i.., rr .... tr · ct0d t0 ...Jouth ect..., t . \sj a , partie l<.trly in 

t r e rndi.ln .,u •c:::>ntinont. r1 e re c.1rku. 1l e gap bet\.'!een t he arching 

o- ibles ake the li "tinct fro., t:.hc other me l>ers of the groUp 
• 

.L'hey are co l onial in 11-.... it on 1 fr quently nc:,t in ,.... i xed-co l onies 

)'<"" cie.J . I'n e l)rce Hng asse~blages of 

a ut ts of t is eciC"~, 1~ inq' ite ... nd ., istening b l u ck b reeding 

r£' 1- r i .rt 1 .c r 'Ier ( <"'1 j f l v on 
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~elective ~.out~~ c r ·~· ~ i 1 ic' i 

cs..;oci<ltel uit1. t..c ~ ..... t-r c i cim n1 i u i.: >r r ing 

,.. o lie.:; 'Ut cil...>':) n r'l1 .::l '1 y ' r :.ct t··atPr c-nnH ~ · n in i e> ~ • ~e 

c:uturc . 

dt. T 

are c....1. o reported to 1 e st,...,len Frn tre n ts {'",.y- lv""l?..n n U""lpt · on. 

aGia , ....tt nr. sent it is rf' ..... trict~d j_n -0 e noc1 ~et'" tr e 

:rn•:rrnational Counci 1 for :lird Pre ..... rrvat; on/Int -nat· ,...11 1 

tiaterfoHl Research Bureau (!CllP /It. <'1) )'"'f'C'icll i ,t arnul") on .> t IQ I 

Ibises and ~0oonbills list d it as a re·ionully tl r dt~ned 

•,necies. 

1 . 2. 3Y...i1'EMA1'IC P:).3!TJON 

Kahl (1 Q72, und 1 :"l'37) '.as clas ified tJ-:e \sian opE ill 

Class nVeS 

->u";Jclass c-,r,...,i"':},es 

Order Cic n · if0r es 

Fa-nily Cic-0niidae 

. .;u' >fa~"ily Ciconiinae 

'""ribe ' ycteri-; ni 

t 
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Gen us 

1 . 2.1. Cl ose P.el ~t ives 

n ed ::..n1sto _ ; 0· Pn · 11 

ies 

\·Jh i c h e n nri s e tl~e · rcte r ia ~-nd ~rc c only 1
: 1 )\''1 _.c; ''"'") l stor k • 

• 11 str-. r ks 1 ·i t h in t . i~ tri 1) fc 1 nri ,...i 1 y y to..J.( t')l0c . · ..,n nd 

ut 

1ac"c the ritua lis e d b ill cluttering l r ._., i0ur of ;ther tnrk • 

1 .. 3 • .JI _,TU l!TJ,)IJ 

Dat~ on p~st iist rilut )n [ .~in on n ill ~ork i 

r.1'·he r obscure . In .... 1-Jc r.rl·•ryc_.rt nf thi s cfntury .;twas a undant 

ut ~t lJre~~nt it ras 

)C( 0 E' r .l re i n lld IYJ l ades r: , t r a n 1 •rictna...., (Coul tcr ~ al , 1 nqo) . 

Hf"'\'eVe.r, l u.rqe ponulat j ons ~re -·ill ~.; cnt "rn Tnlia , .:>ri I..anka , 

I n J ndi.a i t o.._•r u-s i n ·-l- ~ 1 r ' 1"\ ,...rr.,.. .... 
<... rd.i in 

t1 e n;-.rtl Cd'"'t t"1 the s~1,t:. -n r . )n. '("V r , r'~~ 
'). 

Lc i 

\>loni0s a re rec::t rj c-tcr1 :.,...., -F .. r t l r q 

rr --r-, 1n 1 ; )r: s 0r1~ i n - !1 TY ,. l r -.-,, ... V<... <) t rc0.., 
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ute....; , 131 : .1· t • l ' Y:.iY 11)'10; < ..,r a i , 

1 6) i 1 n.n · 'i ' rc 1 . 1 • 

1. 5 . 

<.1,... 

, I 

~., 

' ' -- .2_ _ ___ __;;.;.._,_;:...;. 

1 1 rge 1) ,, , 

-l j .:3 .. 
""' 

, t ·n. 

n'- ' n~. . .... , 

1 • i t'rr...J P"", "'~' ~""~ 

nj 

, 'f{ 

t lies on 

~ this r rr"" ' ork v "" to 

.111 r r , ct ' on of 

l i.fc .J nctuury. c ies 1 i:~c 

~ rn 'll 

r r" l' i r n c; rf' u · 1 ctf , to tr reat 0[ extinction at 

evE>n '"''er~te i. .._ tt 1' '"t r) ce 0 r :..1ny 0tl r C'1nstrai nts J.nd 

uc \ · .. rra nt .c 

on i ct· n t~ vallate their ~ ctual s t atus 

:J _ ..1t E:f ctivc n nt tr .:egy a ' ·:'lc crc.J.l ked out \'-en 

nef"led. , ci ic obi c i e . 0[ t is stuJy on openbill 

r 'ne 

( i i) exploitt.l.tinn 0,... for.1 inq 1rouncl 1rd forc:J'"' i nc- natt£> rn, 

( i ii ) fcer'iini"J ec uni. ,, 

fiv) d..1ily ..:tcti· itv ,.., tern, 

fv ) ner-t j nq 

(vi) t f' x ; in · r ! · n,... n 1 

tv i i) ~,_in "'>c ...i i r, 
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(vj ii) e ~ r ..1 , 

(x) ratd- ·ng, 

(xi) rearin,.,. ()[ ycwn,..·, 

'xii) ,...,rn":tr 0-~= ·0un {.;;, 

fxJT•) arrqress i"E' tx;l u.·· · ~ur, 

f*iv ) pre~ation and n0st dP-~=~nse, 

(xv ) ru,.,.,<::m i:ltorff'renc~ n-1 ""lna'le ent. 
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