There is a history behind every cr8ation « sweot
or bitter, gloricus or ignoble’, In the mind of the author
the past gots into the present, amd the present looks back

with nostalaias over the moments that are no more and are
of no interast to the reader. Autogiography transgresses
objectivity; the unconsciocus intrudes, and the skeleton
in the cupboard comes out arnd walks alive in the corridor,
An smorphous mass crystallizes itsolf with a2 local

habitation axd a name - this is the story behind every
cregticon whether it be the birth of & thought or of supes

nova ‘s To the envivorment from which it grows it is ambi-
valent!, Tt is sustained from and yet stards over against
and in opposition to that which surrourds it, Amd like
overy child of time, it will have its day and then pass
into the silence of eternal Naught!,

The contral core had started to take shape when
the accident of the award of the Griffith Momorizl Ras
Rasearch Prize in letters in 19959 by Calcutta Univexsity
tempted the author to start writingl, When completed frie-
nds suggested that it might be submitted for the Ph.D, of
an University, The kind consent of Dr, F, Roy,Reader, Unie
versity of North Bermgal to become the research guide roune
ded off the seties of aceidents that recsylts in the prasek
present version of the work,

There ig little change between the original and
the present version of the work, The changes that have
been made ave of two types, limguistic and Structurall,
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Although the author has made a systematic search for ling=-
uistic slips he cannot gurantoe thot nome has been overe
looked. The eredit for chamgos of latter type goes te DY,
Roy whote oxtonsive correctionsf have been intorporated
in the proscernt versior,

The author gratefully acknowledges his indebtede
noss to Dr, Poy, |

Mot that the work deoes not require changes otherx
than the sbove ones, But, then, when can the misgivings
that Some faults have been overlooked be completely alla-
yet? Lothargy, coupled with Eeaf-cheatihg fecling that no
fundamental changes are rogquired, has dictated the casiest
courze of letting everything to itself, -

The mind of an author irevitably turns to the fri-
erds in whose associstion he has grown and to the teachers
at whose foot he has leormtl, As regords friends, they ore
21l dissatisfiod, for the work, to them, i too conserva-
tive', As regaxds teachers, they are disap;s@iﬂteé, for to
them it is too radicall, And in the humble opinion of the
author it is reither, | B

Conceived, planned, drafted, written, corrocted,
bound the work with al1 its redeeming virtuas and hetott-
jrg faults Stands cut there, irdependent of evervore who
happens to have ony homd in it, to meet, like every other
‘ereature of time, its destiny f, |
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