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'The Aryans were primarily pastoral people. To construct shelters for 

themselves and for their domesticated animals they cleared the forests 

wherever they went But even being worshippers Nature. 

preferred for their abodes~ and even for their educational centres, 

sylvan surroundings inspiring landscapes. It is in such setting that the 

Vedas, the Upanishads and the Aranyakas were composed which sing 

the glory of the Creator and lay down precepts of conduct for man to 

live righteously. Human population at this period was very small and 

forests were still plentiful.~' ~ 11~1+141 ~mc.t' CO'Pif ~. ~\3 ~ \5HJ'll 
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of India is the forest. the memory of which permeats our classical 

literature and still hunts our minds .... These forests were not merely 

topographical in their significance. Nature presented herself to these 

men in her aspect of a danger. of a barrier, which seemed to be at 

constant war with the land and its children. 

"But in the level tract of Aryavarta men found no barrier between their 

lives and the Grand life that permeats the Universe. The forest gave 
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them shelter and shade, fruit and flower, fodder and fuel; it entered into 

a close living relation with their work and leisure and necessity and in 

this way made it easy for them to know their own lives as associated 
with larger life. n 
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