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| In'tho fellewiag pages I have veatured upem a hard ondoivunn
te weite o dissortation on Ranaktishla Paramahansa roaliaing the nocd
of a philosophionl intoxplotntion of his teachimgs which are the
gtoat reserveir of Truth. This wexk is an atteapt met olly for the
Decterate D.g;ooria Philosobhy but alse te preve that hew far the
hidden treasures lying ln the religieus philoaophy of Ranakrishbu
are extremely meeded te this ugo of spiritual crlsin fo: his uajivor~
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sal appreach te Truth. : ‘ -
Inspite of wendexful ackicvan‘nts of Scieace and Techmelegy
we are restless amd live ia a werld ef agenising ctxnigé/gf grave
anxiety amd of manifeld disillusiemment. At me ether p;liod.tf
'humnn histery as we fiand teday thn} se many peeple are bearimg such
impessible burdea ef sufferiag frem igiiiailg poraocuiiqn and am
anguish of heart. Maay thimkers shudder te watch im present seciety
an oexsien of values, a dissipatien of human puxpese amd deterieratien
of pezsenal, secial and pelitical merelity. Ideals which till
recently were censidezed as inseparable frem secial decency amd
justice and thus guidod and d;laip;iaod our condyct for cemturies
seens te have been swept away frem medera mind. There is a blind
impulse te destzey evezythimg. Humanity teday stamds at the cress

reads fecimg twe altermatives ._ war ex peace. Either there will
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be a tetal war leading te the extimctieon of man, er therze will be
building up of a mew civilizatiea im which all ﬁonlwouxd liyo
fogotho: heppily and peacefully witheut reseziing te ferce, Ho:o'
we find & diffezemce of epinien ameng medera thinkers. Seme. ef
.thim are pessimistic and held that decademce is imhereat im humam .
nature and that there will be a further dotorioratioﬁ'of asn and
a c'nsoquont-rcvoxsion te subhuman level ef cenduct. ka era of
intellectual retazdatien and mezal degemezatiem is ea the offing.
ald.min': nobloit iceomplishdints of th& pasf would be laid waste.
Man's greatest ;iagy-as seme thimkers have peimted eut, is manm '
himself. -

In this situati;u the wholq wexld is passiemately huagry
fox a_zoniay to recenstruct bivilization en leve and charity, ef
* truth and cempassien, Here a need for the revival ef roligi-; is
realised, Boéuuso religien is nothing but man's awaremess ef his
essential divimity tlhoioat in him and ‘it is a way threwgh which
man cen develep his spiritual qualities te be distimctively humam.
This medexza ceaceptiea of religies. is different fzen traditienal
poiit»of view im which the esseace of religien lies ia its degmas,
¢reeds aldvrituals;‘RoLigion if be iciliéﬁd ia its true semse that
which awakeas im-a mam his semse of dignigy, inapinos him tewards
the groat,‘tﬁo Neble, iho Good‘iad to tramnscend his lewer finite

self te be umited with the supreme will be esseatially umiversal
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and Ramakrishma Paremahansa is a messamger of this great tyuth.

* For this werk em 'A Critical Study of Universal Religiea
of Sri Ramakrishma Paramahamsa' I aust express my prefeuad
gratitude and reveremce te my Supervisers Dr. P. K, R;y and
D». R; Ghesh ef the Nexth Bongal»Univorsity,.who ceme te my aid
whonevez 1 was in dtffioulty.'Ihty‘inspirod'-orggp by their
constant oncou;agonont in this difficult task I umdexteek te
finish. I shall be failing im my duty if I de met mentien the
autherities of Natiemal Library, Ramakrishna Missiem Iastitute
- of culture, Calcutta, Ramakrishna Missi;a, Jamshedpur and the
Nexth Bemgal Umiversity Librazy fer my cellectien eof materials.
IVICICﬂbO! with gratitude Di. Una Gupta, Patna University,.who
enceuraged me te begim a werk em Ramakrishma. ;’thank_tho
Primeival . S. C. Sarkar, Kaliyaganj College amrd my celleagues
foritboiz ce-eperation regardismg leave and ether faeilﬁtios.

I alse thamk Mx; Biﬁl&b Siaka whe has takem a keoa interest

in typing the nnuuscripf.



