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PREFACE 

The main contention of this thesis is to explain the problem of meaning in the light of 

Gottlob Frege. Frege has been recognized as the father of modern analytic philosophy. 

His account of the problem of meaning is associated with his semantic account where 

an artificial language has been constructed to solve the problem of meaning. As 

language Frege invokes in favor of Concept-Notation (Begriffsschrift). The central issue 

of the problem of meaning is deeply associated with his landmark paper ‘On Sense and 

Meaning’ (Siṅṅ and Bedeutung) published in the year 1892. In this paper, Frege has 

claimed to resolve two philosophical problems, such as the problem of identity and the 

problem of empty proper names. The thesis begins with a general introduction and then 

enters into the nature of proper names concerning Frege, Mill, and Russell. After that, 

the central issue of the problem of meaning is proposed to explain with the twin 

concepts of sense and reference. The thesis claims that the semantic problems of truth 

cannot be resolved after Frege without bringing the concept of thought. Therefore, a 

threshold discussion about Frege’s thoughts is proposed to discuss in this thesis.  Even 

though Frege’s interpretation of the problem of meaning is revolutionary but still it is 

not free from question-begging. There we witness a considerable contemporary debate 

regarding Frege’s interpretation of the problem of meaning. Having said that, it may be 

concluded by saying that Frege’s interpretation of the problem of meaning opens up a 

new vista in the realm of semantics. This thesis is proposed to develop in this direction.  
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