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S ta t emen t of Problem 

Hesearch i n t o t h e sou rces and e s t a b l i s h i n g a r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between t h e p o e t s , d r a m a t i s t s and n o v e l i s t s of B r i t i s h l i t e r a t u r e 

and t h o s e of i^epalese l i t e r a t u r e have s t a r t e d only r e c e n t l y . In 

p a r t i c u l a r the i n f l u e n c e of t h e poe t ry of t h e major B r i t i s h 

Romantic p o e t s of t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u i y on t h e p o e t i y of some 

Wepalese poe t s has been t r a c e d . Laxmi P ra sad Dervkota, one of 

t h e major Romantics i n i'^epalese p o e t i c l i t e r a t u r e has no t been 

excep ted from t h e c r i t i c i s m . He was , i n some i n s t a n c e s , even 

charged w i t h borrowing and t r a n s l a t i n g from t h e works of t h o s e 

B r i t i s h p o e t s . The purpose of t h i s t h e s i s w i l l , t h e r e f o r e , be 

t¥fo-fold f i r s t , t o f i n d out whether t h e t r e a t m e n t duri-ng 

r e s e a r c h i n t o s o u r c e s had been s u p e r f i c i a l , nominal and i n c i ­

d e n t a l i n the l i g h t of t h e modern compara t ive l i t e r a t u r e , and, 

seco i id ly , t o e s t a b l i s h a genuine r e l a t i o n s h i p between t h e works 

of Laxmi Prasad Devkota and t h o s e of t h e major B r i t i s h Eomantics 

of t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y by compar i son . 

L i m i t a t i o n s 

This r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t , t h e n i s l i m i t e d t o the s tudy of 

t h e works of Laxmi P r a s a d Devkota and t h a t of t h e B r i t i s h 

Romantic p o e t s of the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y i n c l u d i n g Will iam 
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Wordaworth, Samuel i 'aylor Coleridge, Lord %-roa, Fercy :^sshe 

Shel ley , and John Kea ts . Devkota 's entire l i t e r a r y corpus in 

general and selected p o e t i c a l works in p a r t i c u l a r w i l l be com­

pared with se lected works of the Br i t i sh Romantic poets under 

t he sub-headings giren in the Chapter Scheme for the t h e s i s 

below. 

Bases of Qomparison 

Quite recent i n i t s o r i g i n , comparative l i t e r a t u r e has 

not ai'iy agreed methodology. The opposing views of the two we l l -

known schools of i t represented iy the 'French School' and the 

'American School ' , along with ideas'^ expressed t o reconci le them, 

w i l l be taken as the gu ide l ines while comparing the works of 

Laxmi Prasad Devkota v^ilh those of the Br i t i sh Romantic poets 

of the n ineteenth cen tury . The t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n of iiepali or 

Sanskr i t words v/hich seem to be unfamil iar for easy reading 

follows the system adopted by the Indian Standards I n s t i t u t e 

( I S I ) , and -the In t e rna t iona l Organiaation for s t anda rd i s a t i on 

(103) . V^hile comparing t h e works of Lazmi Prasad Devkota with 

those of the B r i t i s h Homantics, h i s works w i l l be in the 

Devanagari s c r i p t , and a ve r s ion of i t m English wi l l immediately 

follow i t . The t r a n s l a t i o n s , i f no acknovaedgement i s c i ted i n 

1 H.M. Block, "The Concept of Influence in Comparative 
L i t e r a t u r e " , r p t . , JJCL, 7, 1958, pp . 3 l - 7 . 
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the footnote , mean tha t they a re rendered by t h e researcher 

himself. i*hile dealing with the Kepalese sec t ion in t he t h e s i s , 

most of the dates w i l l be given according t o the Yikram iira 

following the sources , from which f i f t y seven should be deducted 

t o get an approximate date according to t h e Chr is t ian Bra. Such 

dates w i l l be followed by V . 3 . , the abbreviated form of Vikram 

3ambat, i . e . Vikram Bra . 

After t h i s br ie f information dea l ing with t e c h n i c a l i t i e s , 

the background of the pro jec t w i l l nCT?< fol low. 

Brief sijpvev of the aepnl e.se l i t e r a t u r e previous to 
L'azmi Prasad Devkota. 

One of the members of the Indo-European family, Kepali 

has been used in i n sc r ip t i ons mainly in the forms of metal p l a t e s 

aM stone s lab aince medieval t imes . But the use of i t i n i t i a l l y 

i n a l i t e r a r y form ia s t i l l shrouded in rtQrstery. According t o 

Br . ' iaranath Sharma, the f i r s t use of i t i n book-form s t a r t e d 

i n 1649 V.S. ( l592 A.]).} . Gradually, i t v?as adopted i n l i t e r a r y 

forme. Much l a t e r people l i k e Paxidit Daibagyankesari Aiyal , 

Gumani Panta (1847-1904 ¥ . b . ) , I n d i r a s , Veershali Fan ta , 

Vidyaranya Keshar i , e t c . - most of them poets - used i t in t h e i r 

works' ' . Their poe t i c works are r e l i g i o u s and hero ic in cha rac te r . 

The r e l i g i o u s worka v/ere t r a n s l a t i o n s of Sanskr i t p rayers i n t o 

— - ^^ 

Histoiy of the Hepalese L i t e r a t u r e ) 
Kathmandu J Sankalpa Prakashan, 2039 V.3.) p . 3 , 

I b i d , pp . 18 -3 . 
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l i epa l i , whereas the heroic ones were songs about the na t iona l 

heroes who had sacr i f iced t h e i r l i v e s to preserve the indepen­

dence of the country. As i s iiie case with aqy growing language, 

the form used by the poets and w r i t e r s then was di f ferent from 

the present one at var ious l e v e l s , such a s , s p e l l i n g , inflecticwi, 

and meaning. 

Serious l i t e r a t u r e i n Hepali began a f t e r the un i f i ca t i on 

of the countiy by King P r i t h b i iiarayan 3hah ( l722- l ?75 ) . The 

c r e d i t for using i t as a vehic le f i t for poetiy goes to Bhanu 

Bhaicta Achaiya (1814-1868), who leaped in to fame as a r e s u l t of 

h i s t r a n s l a t i o n of the Adhyatma Ramayana in to riepali* Unlike h i s 

precleoessOi-G he uaed very simple words free from aaJiSicrit, and 

^^i^ Hamayana, popularly known as Bhanubktiya Itei,mayan, i a often 

heard being r e c i t e d even hy i l l i t e r a t e persons . Besides t r a n s l a ­

t i n g the llafflay^afî , he wrote mixior miscellaneous poems deal ing 

vvith pa t r io t i sm, soc i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , phi losophical thoughts , 

e t c . He a l so wrote some other poeos such as ^U^ _^^(3:nstruct ion 

t o Daughter- in- laws) , crr^ftrcTfr (Questions and Answers), HrcwT^T 

Uecklace of beads for Devotees), andTTSPft^I (Eamgita). I 'hou^ 

a devoted sid r e l i g i o u s poet , he did not renounce the v«orld. He 

ha-d a family l i f e , jmd v/as employed in an office for sometime. 

He v.'as even j a i l e d for misca lcu la t ion in the o f f i c i a l accoxuits. 

3ven the re he did not stop w r i t i n g . In f a c t , he wrote poems i n 

a s a t i r i c vein on the misconduct of government o f f i c i a l s i n 
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delayiiig the mo-^ng of f i l e s . He even wrote some por t ion of his 

liamayan in j a i l ; and t h r o u ^ the Earaayari he has been recognized 

as the f i r s t poet of iiepal* 

The foot -s teps of Bhanu Bhaicta Acharya were followed by 

Lekimath pouoyal, Chal-capani Chal ise , Shanibhu Prasad Dhungyal, 

liharanidhar Sharma Koi ra la , and many o t h e r s . Of them, Lekhnath 

Poud^^al (1884-1966) made d i s t i n c t con t r ibu t ions t o the h i s to ry 

of xiepalese l i t e r a t i i r e by v^/riting innumerable l y r i c s , and the 

noted na r ra t ive poem e n t i t l e d 353z3T9I i'-^he young Asce t ic ) , 

He was the f i r s t poet to bring a new refinement arid grace of 

express ion , to the language-^. Bala Krishna 5aina (190E-1981), a 

dramat is t aiid nar ra t ive poet followed in the foots teps of 

Lekhnath, smd yet showed tiis imique o r i g i n a l i t y , for idhe f i r s t -

t ime , In the f i e l d of drama. He used h i s new s t y l e , rhymeless 
2 

anustuv chanda, l ike the blank verse of Engl ish l i t e r a t u r e . I t 

gives more freedom of expression l i k e the l a t t e r in Engl ish . 

Moreover, by using i t the dramatist wanted t o impress in h i s 

readers t ha t they were reading poetry l i k e conversa t ion . 

Lekimath and 3al Krishna were follov^ed by a galaxy of 

au thors with nev»' ideas and s t y l e , xhere a re Madhav Prasad Devkota 

(1903- ) , Laxmi Prasad Devkota (1909-1959), Siddhicharan 

1 .'David Eubin, iMepali Vis ions , i^epali Dreami j'he Poetiy of 
Lazmi Prasad Uevkota (iJew i^ork : Columbia Univ. P r e , ; 
1980), p . 4 , i h i s work of David Eubin vd l l be re fe r red 
t o he rea f t e r as The Poetry of Devkota* 

2 See V.S . Apte, Sanskr i t En^gish Dic t ionary . 1979, p . 645. 



Dhrestha mainly in poetry, Bhavarxi Bhikshyu mainly in narrative 

and G-opal Prasad Simal mainly in drama channelled the movement 

in different di rect ions . 

Chars.cteristics of i^>epalese l i t e r a t u r e previoua to English 
influence 

Before compfiring the works of Laxmi Prasad Devkota with 

those of the Brit ish Romantics of liie nineteenth centuiy, i t 

seems essential to point out, br ief ly, the general character is­

t i c s of i:,epalese l i t e r a t u r e . The character is t ics of i t before 

Kepal came in contact with western l i tera t iore , par t icular ly 

Bri t ish l i t e r a t u r e , v/ere different from the ones after i t ; but 

i t should be xioted that l i t e r a ry t a s t e s and fashions keep on 

changing, and i t is quite d i f f icu l t to describe a l l the charac­

t e r i s t i c s , because in l i t e r a r y phases there i s always over­

lapping; but the dominating ones wil l serve our present purpose. 

Ihey are , therefore, brief ly, described below* 

I t i s a fact that a l l the l i t e r a t u r e s of the world began 

with the scr iptures and books of re l ig ion , ilepalese l i t e r a t u r e 

v,-as no exception. Along v.ith re l igious feel ings, some of the 

world l i t e r a tu re s are marked by those of heroism. Because of 

the fact that Mepal was defeated by the East India Oompai;iy in 

1816, and that period, incidental ly , happened to be the i n i t i a l 

period of lepalese l i t e r a t u r e , heroes and heroic action were 

the demand of -the nation • I t i s found, therefore, that religion 

1 Dr. Taranath oharma ^ q r ^ fITtgTa$V ?teTgT?T (Ihe Histoiy of 
ifepalese Literature)7"op7"Git"r,"p'rTo". 
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and heroism have been mingled in i t in p r o f u s i o n . Though 

mainly regarded as a r e l i g i o u s poet, Bhanu Bhakta Acha]:ya used 

a heroic tone in hia Ramayana everywhere. I t i s said tha t S i t a , 

for instat ice, uses heroic vifords in speaking wi th Havana i n h i s 

Eamayan unlike the o r ig ina l t e x t . In the subsequent phases of 

i'iepalese l i t e r a t u r e , the same trend has baen ca r r i ed on because 

of the world-famous heroism displayed by i^iepalese so ld ie r s in 

the tv/o great rtorld . i a r s . I t was sung urj alraost a l l the poets 

of the countiy with p a t r i o t i c fe rvour . Along v*'ith i t r e l i g i o n 

has been given a d i s t i n c t r o l e , because the inf luence of 

Hinduism had already long pervaded Sepal* 

Another dominating c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of i^epalese l i t e r a t u r e 

i s tha t i t has been based on the dai ly l i f e of the comnon man. 

Almost a l l the popular poets have come from the common people 

and have wr i t t en for the good of the people since the veiy 

begimiing of i t ; and Bhanu BhaKta continued the same t r end . Ihe 

beginning of h is Ramayana i s , t he re fo re , consoiiant to na t iona l 

sent iment: 

^ t ? ^ T R ? f T r q ^ ĝ t̂ fPFJT ? T t ^ t ^ t g ^ H ^ 

(One day l a r a d went t o HeaVen for doing good to the people of 

t h e Viforld) . 

The wish of doing good t o the people i s found in the poets who 

followed hira. Though assoc ia ted with the pa laces of the au to ­

c r a t i c Ranas, Lekhnath Poudyal gave an expression of the 
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a e p i r a t i o n of the iiepalese people through h i s poem, "ftTORT^Y ^ 

(The Parro t i n a c a g e ' ) , Bal Krishna Sama - though descended 

from t h e Eana family - introduced charac te rs in h i s dramas, who 

a re soc i a l ou tcas t s , Bhimnidhi 'Dewar i ' s - ^^Y ^^^^T r̂oY" ('He 

Trembled with c o l d ' ) , a poem which reminds the readers of the 

b i t i n g cold, to which the poor by the s ide of road are exposed 

i n Kathmandu i n winter , depic ts t he t r u e p i c tu r e of the coffiffion 

inan. At t h i s point i t should be noted t h a t t hese poets were not 

r e b e l l i o u s . EVBD. Laxmi Prasad Devkota did not descr ibe the 

condi t ion of the downtrodden in a more revolu t ionary way* as 

he was to do l a t e r . They had t o wr i t e over t ly , and painted the: 

auxfering of the coaraon man against a r e l i g ious and phi losophica l 

background indica t ing that suffer ing ¥/as t o be endured as i t v/as 

p redes t ined , and, t he r e fo re , they i n d i r e c t l y supported the 

ormression and the tyraxiny of the r u l e r s , 

At the i n i t i a l stage of i^epalese poet ic l i t e ra tuz -e , the 

dominating models were adopted from Satiskrit without any d i s t i n c t 

chaiige. I'hey were used by Bhanu Bhakta Acharya as had been done 

by h i s predecessors , i'hey were s i ; r i c t ly follov/ed by the poets 

who belonged to the 'Lekhmth Schoo l ' , Regarding the poe t i c 

i^ractices of the poets of t h i s per iod, p a r t i c u l a r l y of Lekhiiath 

and Bal Krishna Sama, Prof . Yadu i^ath Khaiinal observes: 
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poet ry t o both Lekhnath and Sama ^ B a l Krishna^/ i s 

basicallj^ a d i ac ip l ine i n the c l a s s i c a l sense , to be 

acquired and cu l t i va t ed diligexitly as i f a t the fee t 

of a master, 'ihe need of genius i s recogiased, but i t s 

rough edges should be s moot bene d aid polished by 

technica l s k i l l acquired and c u l t i v a t e d . In other words, 

poetry to both of ttiera i s the a r t of maintaining a 

balance in a fu l ly in tegra ted form between the technique 

t h a t should be learned and c u l t i v a t e d as a d i s c ip l i ne 

and i n sp i r a t i on t h a t comes to poets a t a c e r t a i n rnomeat 

of t h e i r l i ve s . 

Thus, the technique and i n s p i r a t i o n - t he form aiid content -• 

v«ere to be con t ro l l ed . A balance between these two vias a must 

for the poets belongiiig t o t h a t t r a d i t i o n , i . e . IJeo-classical 

conv ic t ion . In other words, they had to observe c l a r i t y , 

o b j e c t i v i t y , and ra t iona l i sm as the guide l ines fo r t h e i r vyorks. 

After the brief survey of the general c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

of i'<epalese l i t e r a t u r e from i t s i n i t i a l period to tha t imme­

d i a t e ly before Lazrai Prasad Devkota, i t w i l l not be out of 

place to t r a ce the impact on i t from sources which are l i n g u i s ­

t i c a l l y and cu l tu r a l l y r e l a t e d to i t . A grea t l i t e r a t u r e l i k e 

Sanskr i t can be compared t o a t r e e with severa l branches, which 

1 •Wepalese L i t e r a t u r e ' , i n Kanial P . Malla e d . , i^lepalt A 
GonagectUyS (Kathmandu i Ilie Preparatory GommittSe 26th 
Golumbo P l a n ) , p . 109. 
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forra a l i t e r a r y community. 2he process of rece iv ing and emi t t ing 

inf luences wi th in that commmiity i s a continued p rocess . I'hia 

idea was expressed by 'Dr. K.M. George v/hen he saids * . . . i t i s 

hard t o find a l i t e r a r y v/ork which i s completely o r ig i im l , i n 

the sense tha t nothing of i t has been taicen from other sources . 

iiqually r a re i s a great l i t e r a t u r e which has not been influexiced 
1 by other l i t e r a t u r e s ' . I'he suggest ion of t h i s i s t h i s t ha t there 

a r e some dominating elements shared by d i f fe ren t l i t e r a t u r e s . 

i h i s i s pa r t i cu l a r l y t r u e of those l i t e r a t u r e s wi th in a coiimunity 

of coaiion cu l t u r a l and l i n g u i s t i c h e r e d i t y . As has already been 

mentioned, i^epali belongs t o the Worth Indian group of the Indo-

:j.uropea;:i branch axid has i n t e r c i a t u r a l r e l a t i onsh ip v^ith the 

litera-Gures of tha t region . Xhe impact of them on the ji-iepalese 

l i t e r a t i j r e i s , t he re fo re , qu i te obvious, and vd l l be dea l t vv-ith, 

r a t h e r briei l .y, in the following s e c t i o n . 

'i'he Impact on xJepalese L i t e r a t u r e 

At the Outset , i;iepaleae l i t e r a t u r e received inf luences 

fron the iimnediately contiguous l i t e r a t u r e s , such as Bhojpuri, 

Avadhi, i i a i t h i l i e t c . xhe fountain~head of t h e influence oii 

thera together v-ith xJepalese l i t e r a t u r e was, of course , Sanskr i t . 

Ihe inf luence of Sanskr i t w i l l , t h e r e f o r e , be deal t »vith f i r s t . 

i Western Influexice on l>Ialavalam Language and L i t e r a t u r e 
U êw Delhi : Sahitya Atcadeini, 1972), pV 53 . 
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I'he Irapact of Sanskrit on I'^epalese poetry. 

Unanimity is found among authors and c r i t i c s as r e ^ r d s 

the impact of Sanskrit on iiepalese poetic l i t e r a t u r e . I t has 

had a much more direct bearing on Mepalese culture as a whole 

than ai:iy other influences. In th i s context i t should be noted 

that i^epal had been a soil in which the Aryan t r ad i t i on f lour i ­

shed sinoe the very beginning of the liXjan culture in th is part 

of the world. Balraiki, v<ho wrote the Hamavaria vvas born in Mepal. 

I'he influence of iianakrit could be ©a4|ged by the fact that a l l 

the v/riters during the i n i t i a l period of i t s l i t e r a t u r e , p a r t i ­

cularly the poetic one, were d i rec t ly motivated to write by i t . 

I t s influence i s dist inct ly noticeable in two broad v/ays - one 

a t the formal level , and the other at the content one. The sub­

ject has been received scholarly treatment from Prof. Yadu Math 

Khanal in an essay ent i t led "Ihe Influence of Sanskrit on 

depali Li tera ture ' . In fact a l l wri ters from the beginning 

up to the fo r t i e s of the present century had, in one way or 

another, a background of Sanskri t . After that i^epaleae l i t e r a ­

ture was exposed to other l i t e r a r y t r ad i t i ons , including the 

Western; and a dis t inct decline in i t s influence i s noticed. 

At the beginning there were no books of gransn^ in 

fiepali. i'he •gurus' wrote them in Sanskri t . The students were 

1 Literary Studies. 2 Feb. , 1983, pp. 1-9. 



supposed to stu«3y them, end apply them to compositions in t he 

vernacia^^ir. The poets modelled t h e i r works on Sanskri t poe t i cs 

as we l l . The extent of i t s in i luence can be t raced i f we look 

up ..ulcharidra GautaEn's Alarikarchcijidro day a, exclusively used by 

the poets wr i t ing under the inl ' luence of s>ai'iskrit. Ihe r e s i a t 

v.as t ha t a heavily Sanskr i t iaed d i c t i o n was Ixi vogue, i'hat 

tendency of the poets then has already been refex-red to in 

riiscussing the general c h a r a c t e r i s t i o s of A«epaLeae l i t e r a t u r e . 

ihe themes on ^vliich xhe poet a wrote during that per iod 

vvere the usual ones of Sanskri t l i t e r a t u i ' e . In oxher words, the 

not ions such as t ransmigra t ion , j u s t i c e in the moral government 

of the v/orld, tjoe e th i ca l p r i n c i p l e v^hich makes oian the maker 

of h i s own f a t e , the present l i f e as the r e s u l t of an ac t ion 

"̂ Oxie in a past l i f e , the c^/cle of b i r t h , eraphaais on Karma 

( a c t i o n ) , e t c . were dea.lt vvith. I t i s obvious tha t they received 

them from the Yedaa, the npafiishad, the ixairiayan, and the 

Ilahabharata. However, when the inf luence of Sanskri t was in i t s 

d e c l i n e , the vvritera took themes r e l a t e d to the dai ly l i f e of 

the common man r a t h e r than those a b s t r a c t n o t i o n s . 

The Impact of Buddhism 

Before wr i t ing arjything on the impact of Buddhist 

l i t e r a t u r e on. ijepalese l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n , i t seems e s s e n t i a l 

to descr ibe b r i e f ly how Buddhism f lour i shed in iJepal f i r s t . 

The f i r s t i nhab i t an t s of i^epal v^ere the K i r a t i s , who 

l i v e d in the no r th - ea s t e rn Himalayas. G-radually, they spread 

http://dea.lt
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throughout the country. 2heir c u l t u r e , i n whatever form i t had 

been, melted into the Aryan and the Buddhist cu l tu i ' e s . fhough 

the h is tory of i4epal a t the period of i t s begimiing remains s t i l l 

unexplored, i t was ruled by the Lichavis , a dynasty of Indian 

o r ig in from the middle of the f i f t h cerituiy A.I). liie h i s t o r i c a l 

r e c o r d s , auoh aa i n s c r i p t i o n s and stone p i l l a r s , reveal tha t 

Hinduism and Buddiriism mingled in auch a way tha t the r u l e r s as 

vfell as the common mail have been the ardent worshippers of both. 

According to Babu Ham Acharya, the h i s t o r i a n Laurea t e , the ru le 

of the Lichavis l a s t e d t i l l the tv#elfth century A.D., and oa 
2 

i t s col lapse tha t of the Yaisyas was es tab l i shed . Hindu 

'fantrism had been f lour ished here for a long t ime , and the 

Buddhists adopted i t . U-radually» Buddhist Tantriem and Mahay ana 

Buddhism spread in Hepalese s o c i e t y . However, they got mixed up 

•with Brahmoism, and developed toge ther with i t . 'fhis view had 

a l s o been supported by the desc r ip t i ons of the Biddhist pi lgrim 

from China, Ilsuang tsang (637 A.D.) , who sa id tha t Buddhism and 

Hinduism i n Sepal had progressed s ide by s i d e . 

At t h i s point i t should be noted tha t the use of Sanskri t 

i n l i e u of P r a k r i t , or P a l i , f o r t e x t s defending Buddhist p r i n ­

c i p l e s had been in vogue probably s ince the t h i r d century A*D»^ 

X K.P.ltJalla, ' In t roduct ion* t o I^epal « A QonsiaectuB. op . c i t » , 
p . 1 . 

2 I b i d . , p . 1 1 . 
3 A. Ber r ieda le Keith, A History of Sanskr i t L i t e r a t u r e 

(Or eat Br i t a i m Oxford Universi ty P re s s , 1966; , p . 491. 



-14-

I'he r i t u a l s , spe l l s of a l l k ind , mysticism, e tc . in both Hinduism 

and Buddhism are so similar that the l a t t e r may be regarded as a 

reformed form of Hinduism, i h i s i s why those two r e l i g i o m have 

no d i s t i n c t border- l ine i n t h e i r practicevS in the .iermlese con­

t e x t . u!hus, for obvious reasciis, t ho iiuddhlst l i t e r a t u r e main3.j 

adotsto-f̂  both fcrci sM content from Sanskr i t literal^-- t r a d i t i o n . 

^̂ t̂; f aucaiifuitra fables vvhich are rooted in the Ramayana and t h e 

Mahabhara.ta are a l so found in the J a t a k , the iiirtxi a t o n e s . 

3ventual ly , they crept into the i^iopalese Pancatai i t ra. I t i s , 

t h e r e f o r e , possible t h a t the inf luence of the Buddhist l i t e r a t u r e 

itii|=;ht have been of a wide nature but how much and i n what r e s ­

pects i t v/as influenced has ye t to be explored. Dnless t h a t 

f i e ld i s investigatec^, i t s i i iflaonces v,(ill remain 3hrou<^ed i n 

fhe Impact of Indian L i t e r a t u r e 

i^epal and India have alwa^-s been in c lose contact for 

t^eoj^raphical and soc ia l r ea sons . I t has alreadjr been mentioned 

tha t the l i t e r a r y tendencies of Braja, Bhojpuri , Avadhi '̂ 

i ^ i t h i l i e t c . , and those of i^epali at the beginning of i t s 

l i t e r f i t u r e were very s i m i l a r . In i t s developing s t age , the 

i'^epalese poets freely used the words of those languages in t h e i r 

1 A.ii. Hacdonell, A His tory of Sanskr i t L i t e r a t u r e , ord ed. 
tDelhis K.M. La l -Fubi i sh i re yr^. .Ltd.,'^19V^)'V^T 57S. 
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poe t ry . Later the inf luences from them were more v i s i b l e . For 

in s t ance , r e l i g ious books such as I n d i r a s ' s Gopikastuti 

BidyfiTaiiyakeshari's Jyuaa lg i t and BrauPadis tu t i , and Basanta 

Sharma'a Krishnachari t ra were t he products of i n s p i i u t i o n from 

them. Both the themes and d io t i on 7/ere adopted from the l i t e r a ­

t u r e s of those Indian languages' ' ' . Gradually the inf luences from 

Indian l i t e r a t u r e s were widened as more and more i^iepalese people 

went to the un ive r s i t i e s and co l l eges , p a r t i c a l a r l y those la 

Benares aiad Ca lcu t t a . Bsnarea, a noted cent re of Sanskrit s t u d i e s , 

a t t r a c t e d Mepalese. Moreover, the Schools of Sanskr i t s tud ies 

in Kepal were a f f i l i a t e d to the i n s t i t u t e s t h e r e . The s tuden t s ' 

r e t u r n home f a c i l i t a t e d both Sanskr i t and Hindi inf luences in 

l e p a l e s e l i t e r a t u r e . 

The inf luence from B<aigal had been s l i gh t l y d i f ferent i n 

na tu re i n the sense t h a t i t flowed in to Hepal with Vveatern 

in f luence , p a r t i c u l a r l y B r i t i s h , %hich had already been firmly 

rooted there with the establiahment of Fort w^illiam College in 

1300, ,it th^ Uoll^tge liUtilish aa v e i l as Indian Scholars ^vorked 

toge the r to produce books jn Indian laxiijuagea as well as i .epal i . 

J .A . /grton's G-raamar of the ^^epalese Lanmag^e {1320} i s p a r t i ­

cu la r ly noteworthy in t h i s context , ihe iniluexxce of t.bia jo int 

scholarsh ip insp i red xiepalese enthusiasm for ..•estern types of 

educat ion . In t h i s con tex t , i t should a l so be remembered that 

1 See BalChandra Sharma,"f:'==?l?"f{,tcia I ^uij^^nft T ^^cT^rRt ' l a d i r a s , 
i i idyaran j^ce |har i , ana Basanta Sharina) in \ I., 'J. Pradhan «^-
?rr^T flTPntRT— (The Coamon c r i t i c i s m ; trLathnandu* 
S-ajha Pub l i ca t ion , H0o4 V.S,} oo. 41-53. 
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Durhar School i n wepal was a f f i l i a t e d 1:0 Calcut ta Uiiiversity for 

inanj y e a r s , i'he a sp i r a t ion of the xiepalese foi' the ike s t e m type 

of education can be known from the fact t h a t 3hrinivas Girl and 

Ohandra Shamshere, the f i r s t and the second to oass the m a t r i ­

cu la t ion exaiTiination from there were warmly received in public 

i n iCathmandu. Eventual ly, t he number of s tudents - in i Ja r t icu lar 

the sons ox the Hanas and other r i c h people - ge t t i ng t h e i r edu­

ca t ion in Calcut ta increased; and i t widened the Bengali inf luence . 

Moreover, when the number of schools and collcgea ,vaa increased 

i n xxepal i t s e l f , t eache r s , along with aorne doc tors , from Bengal 

v<era employed by the then i^epal CJovemment apparently seeking a 

b e t t e r •:*elatiouship with the B r i t i s h power in liidia, which had 

firmly es tab l i shed i t s e l f in. aiengal. Xhey were the promoters of 

the Bengali inn.uexice i n i^epal. Along with these influeiices some 

books including ii9.bindra i^ath fagore ' s G-itanriali have been 

t r a n s l a t e d in to i^lepali* 

I t w i l l not be i r re leva i i t t o v.ri te a few aenxences about 

the inf luences of r e l i g i o u s and soc ia l movements in India , and 

t h e i r impact on the na t iona l rea»vakening in i^epal. fhe Brahmo 

damaj, v/hich v^as s t a r t ed by iiara Mohan Eoy and developed by 

Devendra ilath Tagore and Keshav Ohandra Sen, and the neo-Hinduism 

of 3hr i Eama Krishna, Swami Yivekananda, lilaJk: arid Mahatma Gandhi, 

were inc reas ing in momentum i n I n d i a . Both these t r ends insp i red 

the young i^epalese v/ho had come to Ind ia for education, and, on 

t h e i r r e t u r n , they engaged themselves i n foiiaing t h e i r soc ia l l i f e 
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on the same p r i n c i p l e s . In t h i s context , the attempts made by 

Madhav Lai Joshi , Baaharath Ghand, and 'i!ulsi Ifeyar are memorable. 

Also the p o l i t i c a l pa r t i e s i n India then played a slgxiificant 

ro l e in e s t ab l i sh ing S'epalese p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s v/ith p a r a l l e l 

o b j e c t i v e s . In f a c t , the iiepalese p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s against the 

Ranas* au toc ra t i c ru le were foimed in Ind ia . Ihus t he impact 

frora Ind ia , be i t l i t e r a r y , s o c i a l , or p o l i t i c a l , played a s i g ­

n i f i can t r o l e in bringing about renascent i d e a l s in i^tepaL. 

Ihe Impact of Islaioi 

Accordiiig t o Babu Ham Acharya, to^vards the end of 1349, 

Sultaxi Shaisshuddin of Bengal a t tacked .^epal, snd burned towis 

and v i l l a g e s i n Kathraandu v a l l e y ^ . But h i s army could not stand 

the cold cliiaate t h e r e , and returned within a week. ¥epal was 

riever ruled by t h e Islamic power, or an̂ ^ o ther foreign, power 

for t h a t mat te r . Eov.ever, Mepal came in contact with Islamic 

cu l tu re through t r ade r s a f t e r the f i r s t half of the f i f t een th 

cen tu iy . Kashmiri Muslims w^^uld vend t h e i r goods i n Mepal. 2be 

Wepalese people had a pass ionate l i k i n g f o r foreign goods, 

s p e c i a l l y Kashmiri shawls. Ihey would b a r t e r them for iiepalese 

goods, and s e l l them in India aad T ibe t . Usual ly , they would 

t r a v e l from Kashmir to Ladaich, aad then t o I t ibet , ^roni there 

tiiey would go t o India v i a xiepal. Inuring t h e f i r s t half of the 

s ix t een th century Itatna Mai l a , the f i r s t king of one of the 

1 'A Brief Account of Ancient i^epal ' , i n i^epal, j A Conspectus, 
op. c i t . , p . 12. 
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p r i f i c ipa l i t i e s In. the Kathmaadu val ley a f t e r i t s d iv i s ion , 

pei'initted thera to e s t a b l i s h t h e i r Kothia \,trade marts ; t he re . 

La ter some of them s e t t l e d i n l iepal . ihoae MusliEii t r ade r s used 

to eompeta with the i r x^ewar counterpai ' ts who had a strong hold 

on the Sibetan rnjarket; but they v/ere forced to cariy on t h e i r 

t r a d e only by barter in the absence of a mediuEi of exchoiige. 

xo overcnme tha t d i f f i cu l ty Hahendra Ualla? viho ruled i n one 

of the p r l i i c i p a l i t i e s in ICathmandu v a l l ^ from 1564-1574, met 

the Bmperor Akbar, and consul ted him over int roducing coin to 

f a c i l i t a t e the t r a d e . After that co ins , r^opularly kiiowi as 

'IJahendra H a l l i ' a f t e r h is .^arue, came i n t o c i r c u l a t i o n . They 

v/ore used in f ibet aad xshutan, o.iUj i n sD;ne business centres in 

i u d i a . Gradually, the lalaraic population spread thraucShout uepa l . 

I h e i r Ciain occupation has been sell ixig 'Ohura and x-ote' (g lass 

bangles and a s t ra igh t bar kind of necklace made up of g lass) 

toge the r with cosmetics. 

I t i s said tha t P r i thb i viarayan ahaii vvas ranch impressed 

by the Islamic ad mini at r a t ion in Ind ia , p a r t i c u l a r l y by matters 

r e l a t i n g to court and ra i l i ta ry r u l e s . He even sen t a man to study 

Urdu t h e r e . On hie r e t i m , P r i t h b i narayan iihah ordered him to 

incorpora te snrae v^ords f!rom the riOgijO, adi rdnis t ra t ive system for 
2 

the riepalese court and mi l i t a ry ranks . He t r e a t e d the XslaM.c 
popula t ion i n iiepal as hJ.3 avn sub j ec t s , and l e t them keep t h e i r 

1 Surya, Bikram Jjiyawali, 5 ^ ' i l ' 3 I i I 9 I - i m - T l 3 * ( ' P r i t h b i I'iarayan 
Shah'^ (Uarjeel ing! hepaTr iiahitya Sammelan, 2023), p. 204, 

2 (jopi liath ohanaa, school Curriculum i n x^epal Ci'-athmandus 
Hem iCuraari, 1980;, p . 76. 
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ovm c i a tu r a l i d e n t i t y . Later Durbar school \vas opened in Kath-

maadu; and Urdu was incorporated into i t s currioulum vdth the 

provision of t-wo posts of teachers t o tench i t . 

Gradually, the r u l e r s i n i^epal, p a r t i c u l a r l y the Ranas, 

were a t t r ac t ed by the luxurious mode of l i f e of the Delhi Durbar. 

I t i s a popular bel ief tha t the Hanas would speak i^eoali heavily 

influenced by 'Musalmani Bhasa' (xhe Muslim lai:isuage) , and t h e i r 

way of l i v i n g was l i k e t h a t of the B r i t i s h . Ihough a l i e n i n i t s 

ch-aracter, the effect of the la lamic c i l t u r e i s d i sce rn ib le in 

many items of dai ly l i f e ? each a s speakiri^, cooking, d ress , e t c . 

As vms obvious i t s effect was more prominent iii. court l i f e than 

ifx the l i f e of the coEmon man. In decorat ing the palaces of the 
1 

Ranas, miniature pa in t ings - s p e c i a l c rea t ions of the is lamic 

cu l tu re - arid p o r t r a i t s of raxe animals and bi rds v;ere extensively 

used, i'he court l i f e of the ru l ing people then in l e p a l was, 

t h e r e f o r e , congenial t o Bacchic poet ry , the poetry of wine and 

love , g lor i fy ing the joys of worldly ex i s t ence , because i t gave 

them the meaiis of indulgiJig i n t h e i r over- luxurious l i f e . 

Hhere has been es tabl i shed a t r a d i t i o n in Mepalese 

l i t e r a r y h i s to iy tha t i s popiaarly known as the gazzal t r a d i t i o n . 

I h i s had long s ince induced the poets to use words from Urdu 

i n t h e i r poe t ry . Even Bhanu Bhakta Achaiya used such words in 

1 gl3am^raL.^flcyclopaedi3 (1957), Vol. YII, p . 765 . 
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h is poems, and th i s trend ha« continued since then • Howeyer, 

that tradit ion was mainly in i t i a ted by Mbtiram Bhatta, and vm» 

developed ly poets such &» Bhimnidhi Tewari, Hirvikram Pyaai, 

and others. The outcome of that tradi t ion i s that Qoarkhaiyam 

and Iqbal are quite familiar to the c i r c l e of Hepalese poets , 

The witty s tor ies of AJchbar Birbal and the romantic story of 

Laila-Majnu have become a part of l i ght entertainment i n Hepalese 

l i f e . It a l so should be noted that there mre some •Madarsha* 

schools currently running in Hepal and established a long time 

*go^. They are a f f i l i a t e d to the Alighar Board in India. This 

shows that Islamic culture i s deeply rooted in Hepal, and i s 

developing side by side with the Sepalese . 

Contact with the West 

The Contact between Nepal and the West was established 
3 mainly through India for geographical reascas . The chronology 

of events shows how Western influence entered and took root . I t 

seems, therefore, essent ia l to write f i r s t on the establishment 

of a relat ionship between India and the West, and then deal with 

i t in the Nepalese context. 

India came in contact with Europe for the f i r s t time 

when Yasco da Gama reached Calicut i n 1497. He, therefore, 

opened a glorious chapter in the history of India and Europe by 

es tabl i shing that contact. As the Portuguese t r i e d to establ ish 

i See P.L. Gurung, "rrj^t JTTiTRT sf^V BW (The Imprint of 0rdu 
i n our leuiguage) i n Dr.. Iswar Baral, G.N. Fradhan, Ham Lai ed. 
JSBIgg^ ('Racanawali •) (Shil longi B i l Bahadur, 1983), 

2 Gropinath Sharma, School Curriculum i n Nepal, op. c i t « , p. 75. 
3 Appendix no* 1 
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t h e i r supremacy in India , other i^uropean couxitries followed su i t ~ 

the :)utch, the Br i t i sh , and the i?rench in ^hat order . Ihe B r i t i s h , 

among the iiuropean maritime pov^ers , had the fa r - s igh ted ambition 

of e s t ab l i sh ing a deep-rooted p o l i t i c a l system together v-ith 

t r a d e and commerce i n t ha t coLintry. io achieve t h e i r objec t ive , 

they f i r s t entered into the sphere of edxication wi th a change 

from the t r a d i t i o n a l system of Indian education t o i t s western 

oun te rpa r t . As has alread^^ been mentioned, i t vms i n attempting 

t h i s t ha t ?or t « i l l i am college was e s t a b l i ^ e d in Calcut ta . After 

t h i s tlie influence of the .»est on ijepal can be dea l t with. 

Aocordi.i^ t o John MacGregorS the f i r s t European to enter 

i.epal vvas Joao uabra l , a J e su i t j?ather, vvho oarae with a l e t t e r 

t o the then iiepalese k ing , ohiba i ingh , from the xvins of Utsang 

2ibet in 1626 A.P. The t r a v e l l e r r e c a l l e d tha t t he King 'veiy 

kindly di rected me t o Patans (Patna) f a town near India-i^epal 

border . Sradually, che miss ionar ies e s tab l i shed t h e i r centre in 

'X'ibet, and they v/ould go t h e r e through x^epal from Patna , where 

they had already been s e t t l e d . I t i s recorded t h a t King Pratap 

Malla (1641-1674), a great scho la r , married tv/o daughters of a 

c 

1 T i b e t : A Gronicle of Explorat ion (iJelhi: Bikash Publishing 
House Pv t . L td . , 1972), p . 4 1 . 

2 I b i d . 
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king of Gooch Behar . Ke had a passioxi fo r l e a r n m g IsJigsAaaes, 

BXiA laiew as raany as f i f t een ixicludirics Urdu* ^^.ngliah, and 

i?rench^- Daririg his re ign two Jesu i t ^fathers, Johann ^J-rueber and 

Albert d 'Orv i l le journeyed from Lhasa t o Kathmandu oa t h e i r way 

from China. Leaving Peking in April 1661, they reached Kathmandu 

in 1662^. 2he Kiii^i* vAio was a t o l e r a n t maii, encouraged then t o 

e s t a b l i s h a a iss ior i centre in KathmaMu. At t t i s point i t should 

be remembered tha t there were t h r e e p r i n c d p a l i t i e s vdthin the 

riathmandu va l ley , and the r u l e r s of them, eventualli^, pernii uted 

the missionaries t o ogeii t h e i r cexitres in t h e i r s t a t e s , i'he 

J e s u i t s as well as the Capuchins wanted to have a foot hold i n 

xjepal. fhere . .as, thei-efore, c o m e t l t i o u betv^een them ija t h e i r 

a c t i v i t i e s in x»epal a s well as ia Ind ia^ . But the J h r i s t i a n 

•.nssioiia .vere formally opened only a t the begiiinins of the 

eigii teenth century, i'̂ xid xhey co-old uot convert raaiiy i^,epalese 

people , t h e i r number being only f i f t y n i n e ^ . I'he l i b e r a l policy 

followed by the ru l e r s then v/as not allowed by f r i t h b i i^arayan 
ohah (1722-1775), viho defeated them, and ousted the mic i lonar iea , 

6 because of his intense suspic ion of iiuropean influence . He 

1 Balchandra Shariaa, fer5i^^fcj9llt35-ty.l^I ( 'Out l ines of 
Mepalgse Hiatory* ) (iSenaress Kriahna Kujnari, 2022 7 . 3 . ) , 
vj 1 6 7 . 

2 K ! C . 3 u r e j i d r a , t a 5 f t - M a 3 _ f & I I 9 (2he Bducational 
His tory of Nepal, unpublished M.A. t h e s i s , Dept t . of His to ry , 
T.U., 2038 y .3 .} p . 40, 

3 Sd. H.K. Kaul, Thjs ' f ravellers* India : An iuithology (Delhi! Oup) 
1979, p . XXV. ^ -A-wt 

4 P . Laiidon, Hegf"̂  'Kathmandus Î feffna Pustak 3|iancUxr, 1976, p . 66), 
5 ourya Bikraa Qygfmsll, f̂ifT^ 3Trtf*TlY_JTt'g5T^3_ll31I9 

(I'he Medieval n iscory oT' ' iepal '"talleyT Kathmandu* Royal Hepal 
Academy, 2019, pp. 162-65. 

6 I b i d . , p . 265. 
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even wrote to the Heads of the Indian s t a t e s , and of -Tibet about 

his reaction. It should be noted here that that kind of antagonis­

t i c att i tude towards the inf lux of liiropean influences had also 

l">ii<i ajaace been sliared. cgr Japjin arid. China* i'he sainxed J e s u i t , 

j2'ranois Xavier, arr ived in Japan in 1549, and began to convert 

the Japanese; but in 1587 Kideyosiii, the mi l i t a ry r u l e r then in 

t h a t country, proscribed Uin^ist iaai ty. lioreovsr, v^ith the 

aeceasloa to power of 'iokugav^a leyasu i n 1598, an era of pe rse -

GutiOia or the converts begaxx with iSie resulx tha t Japati p r a c t i -

call^r rarnained cloaed to the .jest fox̂  two ônd a half oentiiries 

(1600-1850). China ri'.so foUov^ed s i i i t , though nox as severely as 

had been trie caae in Japjaii* • P r i t h b i x^arsiyan ohah, t he r e fo re , 

svas ^;ot the only ..vaia-i r i i l s r to iiOurish a suspicioii of the 

•European inri,nence. 'iiie r e a u l t v âs triat i n 'uhos:;" cn'ia'3""iwS i t 

uool.r* not affect tiie coranon man aa i t cl±d in some othur Asiaa 

comi t r ies , l i k e In-^-ia, Aere spec ia l p r i v i l e g e s hafl been offered 

to convertB, p a r t i c u l a r l y since t h e s i x t i e s of the sixteezith 

century , v/hen they v<ero pro tec ted c^ lavifS 

1 ^ . H'liaer, ihe Japanese xradixion in B r i t i s h and ioaerican 
l i t e r a t u r e s . (isev« cerseyJ Pr inceton uuiv. P r e s s , 1958)','" 
DD . 6-8 , 
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. . . converts v,ere to be provided v<ith posts in t he 

customs, exempted from impresament; in the navy, and 

supported by the d i s t r i b u t i o n of r i c e - the f i r s t record 

of what have been ca l l ed ' r i c e - O h r i s t i a i i s ' . In 1560 the 

Inquis i t ion was introducefi and an of f icer of tha t bodj'-

was posted . . . v/ith the specia l power to a r r e s t any 

person who said or did aijything opoosed t o the Catholic 

f a i th , and send him t o aoa, vmere he v^as t r i e d by the 
1 

'General • 

This explains xhe gr^jixi^ influence of the ,<est i n India; and 

i t o impact i n i.opal was unavoiuable. However, P r i t h b i i'^arayan 

Jhah ' s h i s t o r i c r o l e to oust the aiSGlonarias from i,epa2. closed 

i t to a l l kinds of chaiinala of .sestern infl^uence for soiae y e a r s ; 

but a f t e r the death of x ' r i thbi ^•iarayan ,ihah, the p o l i t i c a l s i tua-

•cion intoepal chantierl, and people from the .jest were alloived to 

v i s i t the country. F i r s t of a l l uoionel ICirkpatrick of the 

B r i t i s h army under the j ^ s t India Ĵompany opened the f i r s t 

chapter ^' publishing h i s h io to r i c book enti t lerT iji Account of 

nepa l , k Mission to t h a t apuntry in the yea r 1795 (181 i ) . I t was 

i l l u s t r a t e d vrith a map of ilepal and other engravings of the 

va r i ed cu l tu ra l l i f e of i t s people . After tha t ifrancis Hamilton 

'"-'^^e JML Account of iiie ICinfidoirt of i^eoal (1819) . In t h a t book 

he mentioned t h a t some vocabular ies of x^epaleae languagea had 

been co l l ec t ed and preserved in the l i b r a i y of the j^ast India 

1 L . 3 . S . O'Malley, ed. Hodern Ind ia and the weeti A Study of 
the I n t e r a c t i o n of t h e i r u i v i l i z a t i o n s , r p t (LondonJ 
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Gompaoy Another person to show an i n t e r e s t in ifepali was J .A. 

Ajton of Fort .Villiani College, Oa lcu t ta . He v^rote Sranmar of t h e 

iJepaleee lanma^e (1820) i n .cJnglish, which i s regarded as the 

f i r s t grartmar of aepal i by Dr. Paras I'lani Pradhan . I n wr i t i ng 

grammars of the Mepalese language Sumbul l , H. Ki lgour , H.&. 

Duncan, e t c . , followed in h i s f o o t s t e p s . Some of f i ce r s of the 

B r i t i s h aurkha regiiaeats ooHipiled u-,ngi.iah-i^iepali d i c t i o n a r i e s 

and aaiiuals; but they were compiled for the purpose of communi­

cat ing vo/th. the aepalese s o i d i e r B . '-hj^'", triei^eforo , have very 

l i : t l 8 sigiiificaiice for tae comoxi man. 'hi uhis respect the 

i.orka of :;.!;. Doppiiig-Heopenstal. and • .̂.. . P . Hoiiey to be iioxicod. 

5esi'-|^es these , trie Ciirist tan :niasionaries ixi iudia t r a n s l a t e d 

zh:}^ X'.evi jjestaimixt^ i n to ^.epali ( l 9 0 2 / , anx- the 02.Ci icestament 

:Uito X.ep.ali {1914:). Later a siiiaificaxiC ixrvest igat ion ox *»eoali 

,,a3 niafie by u-.A. iJ-rieraou in h i s mcnorable L in^^ is t io burvey 

of India (1927) l a Toi.a. II <ma IX. 

After t h i a br ief survey of the con t r ibu t ion of scholars 

in reveal ixig t.e pales e o^ilture to the ».est, the influence of 

t"-w .iost alnoe th,e ru le oi the .tanas (1346-1950) on Aepal wi l l 

be examined. 

I'he jiuropefin in f luence , v^hich i s maiiily represented by 

the B r i t i s h in the Aepalese con tex t , had xo be received by ohe 

-tana r u l e r s for tv<o reasons - i n i t i a l l y , p o l i t i c a l necess i ty 

a f t e r the h i s t o r i c defeat of i>iepal by the -iast India Company in 

^ JoviJ^nal of the nena l i Academy, 1(1) , January, 1974, f^l 



-26-

1815, RJid l a t e r t o meet the dernaiida of the people for modern 

education, wnioh had to be adai>ted because of i t s impact on 

I n d i a , .uepal'a next-door neighbour. After the defeat hepal had 

no choice but to accept v/hat the Oompanv v,anted to do i n I t . 

As for the second reason, . .estern education ±a Ind ia , i t seerns 

e s sen t i a l to quote a passage showixig how ^ngl.ish education and, 

with i t , new ideas spread there J 

'Of a l l the channels through- which Western inf luences 

flow in to Indiaii l i f e , education ia the chief .# .# 

replacing &he old indigenous sy^itisri of teaching by 

c.efinitely v/eatern met'Ods, jnid p a r t i c u l a r l y i n giving 

the -iiiglisb laiigujige prora:lnence at the aecondaiy stage 

ani dominance a t the Univers i ty as the medium of 

i n s t r u c t i o n . . . fhe teaching of likigliah has deil.ected 

the liidijin mind from the t m d i t i o n a l l i n e s of cu l tu re 

'.vhich an advanced vernacular education might have 

encouraged. 

Thia i s one s ide of the s h i e l d , fhe o ther i s tha t 

the widespread knovvlodge of the English laiigaage and 

uae of text-books has drawn the Indian nind i n to an 

e n t i r e l y nov; l i n e of development. Along t h a t l i n e l i e 

u t t e r l y noble conceptions: freedom of speech and zhe 

pen, c r i t i c i s m of a u t h o r i t y , the quest ioning of accep­

ted dogmas, the i n s i s t e n c e on t h e r i g h t s of man as 

opposed to h i s d u t i e s . Ihe growing f a m i l i a r i t y with 
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3 

hese has brought a new s p i r i t i n to liidian l i f e , the 

s t i r r ings of scept ic ism ins tead of a stagnant authori­

ta r ian ism, a g3.immering i f not the forerunner of what 

vve in Europe c a l l democracy* 
i 

The ideas in t h e excerpt equally applied to the p reva i l i ng 

a ixua t ion in i .epal . Ihe Hepalese mind waa deflected from 

t r a d i t i o n a l oanskri t educat ion, and switched over to the new 

English education vihen the f i r s t ^ . g l i a h school known as 

Durbar school, vms opened in 1853 A.D. At f i r s t only the 

ch i ld ren of the Eanas were allov«ed to get educat ion at i t . But 

Dev Shamshera, a l i b e r a l Hana rule; »'̂ hose v^as of very short 

dura t ion , opened i t to the coranon man; and i t s impact on the 

people was remarkables 

(iifhen Beva Shamshere opened Durbar school to the conmon 

people, vjithin t en months t h t ncaaber of s tudents increased ~co 

four hundred, luad tne nuiiiber ox rnat r ioula tes a lso inc reased . ) 

1 Lord Meston, 'foreword' i n L .J . i i . O 'Mal l^ ed . , llodern 
India and the '^vesti An I n t e r a c t i o n of t h e i r C i v i l i z a t i o n , 
op> c i t . , pp. YI-VII. 

2 iiabu iiaai Acharya " V T ' ^ tgi5rr3)Y ?tcmT?!" ,(!ihQ History of 
isepalese I lducat ion ' j in ^avin 3hikv3hya, 1 (4 ) , ^^hravan, 
£014 Y . 3 . , p . 6, 
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..^.veutually rmx>y -Anglian. QChools- were opened in i .epal. i'he 

respoxise of the conmon people to avitchiu^; over froa the t r a d i -

t io i ia l o'onalcrit educatioix in vogue then to the modeiv. atid 

.. es ter i i pattoria i s well-expressed in t h i s excerpt . 

Amorij the chaxiiiels of iiLilueuces t 'Uie n r i n t i u g p r e s s 

playc a sigriificaiit r o l e . Ite- irapact ±xx India had long, since 

affected the *iepalese people, becaucie of t^e0i^ai)}:ac3l r easons . 

fhe 'Jhristiaxi niiBsionariaa had U30d i t as a tool, l a sprsadiag 

t he i r ideas ; and i t s e f fec t ha.d beei>, f e l t in raaxiy f i e l d s in 

inaian l ixes 

' 2he a3 t̂ of Di'lntiiii^ ha<3 bee^^ introduced by ^vhristian 

::nis&ionarios as oarly as the aixteenuh contuiy . . . 2he 

oatabliahnent in ^he ear ly par t "of -Qie xiiiieteonth 

oentury of the n r in t i ng p res ses , wnich produced books 

In Inrlinn languiXaes as v/ell as in hngl l sh had an ex t r a ­

ordinary effect . . . hnijlish books l e t loose a f lood of 

xiex'f ideas amoiig those who couia read them. u.ranslations 

of 3aiiskrit v«orks made them pub^^ic property ruid no longer 

the jealously ^Xiarded monopoly of Bhranians, by whoa i,hqy 

vvere held as sacred B.& the tirk of the covenant on vvhich 

no sacr i l eg ious harid oie^t be l a i d . A prose l i t e r a t u r e 

came into beinjî  in horth India , ?;hare i t v^as a new 

development of i n t e l l e c t u a l l i f e , for h icher to l i t e r a t u r e 

i fif fs^y^'-'i^ 3- . , 
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iia' d almost ent i i 'e ly consis ted of niythological xn 

cha rac t e r , Prose owed i t s o r ig in to a u t i l i t a r i a n 

and secular objeot"^. 

1% has already been mentioned that i^epalese s tudents 

v.ouid go to li idia, p i r r t i cu la r ly to Benares, i'or higher education 

i n both iianskrit and ^nglial i , and could not renain uneffected 

by t h a t pervadiiJ^ inf luence of th.e west , a-radually, the necess i ty 

of publishing raagaiiines in i .epali vvas f e l t not only v/ithin 

xiepal but alao in India , in pa2rfcs oi v/hich i^epa].ese were i n a 

roajority. ha a r e s u l t , the ^oorkhapatra^ a weekly for inany y e a r s , 

and a daily t h e r e a f t e r , v<as s t a r t e d in the re ign of Deva 

Shams here i n 1901 A.D. 2he same year the G-orkhe nhabar 'Kg^gt 

,vas published, from Sarjeei . ing. jiventually o ther magaiiinee in 

h e p a l i v^ere publidiea. both from nepal and Ind ia . Of them, the 

ro l e of ohara,da (1334) in spreading the nascent ideas i n i^epal 

i s s ig i ' i l f icant . 

xhe :iuit~iiidia movenent in India -'as gaining Hioraentura, 

fUii the Raxm r u l e in ^lepal had been support ing JSritiah pov.'er 

thure for h i e t o r i c a l reasons which have already boen mentioned. 

I t rt'as not , t he re fo re , cOiisistent to i t s pai.icy t o send the 

hepalese s tudents to Innia who v/oijld sympathise m t h the movement 

t h e r e . laoreover, on cheir r e t u r n , they v^ould inri,anie the people 

1 L.3.O. O'lialley ed . , llpdern India and txie . .es t ; A iitudy of 
the I n t e r a c t i o n of theIT"CIT'/ll i^ations, op. c i t . , p . go. 

2 Appendix no. 2 
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agains t i t . 2o extinguisli t i i i s flame, uhaxidra ihamshere opened 

!I:rt-0}ri5.i;idra Ooll sge in 1918 .i,D* lo a t t r a c t ths . .epaless s tudents 

±a Ind ia , free educatio^i was imparted, ^aa l i f i sd t ead i e rB , mostly 

from Boaga"! » v/ere employod. As a r e s u l t , some ox the studerrts 

re turned from India . Shus, at l ea s t temporar i ly , the policy of 

'Jhaiidra Shams here v̂ as success fu l ' 

A poet does iioi write in a vacuum. He i s ixifi^uenced by 

the atuiosphere of ideas in vihich he has been l i v i n g , aM gives 

an 3xrvr'ession to his own fse'^iiieS. 'hi i:,':,ia r ega rd , Mathhew 

.anioid and f.^j . n i i o t , both noted po&ta and c r i t i c s , hsive 

(jxnresised tho i r ^^ooch-on^cini:; icleas i*.i t h e i r essays ' fhe ^'unction 

of GriticiSTn at the I r e s e n t x ine ' , ana ' t r a d i t i o n and xhs 

l i idlvidual xlalent' i-espectivijly. ^irnold remarked J 

file i£:?arid v«oric of "".itorary tiej^^ins i s a v^orh of aynchesis 

and exposi t ion, not of ansayaia and discovery, i t a ^ i f t 

•^iea in tiic facility of beixig happily insp i red by a 

c e r t a i n i n t e l l e c t u a l and sp i r i tua l , atrnosphwro, by a 

ce r t a in order of i d a a s , when i t f inds i t s e l f in thein, 

of doaiing -iivinely with these i d e a s , p ressn t ing them 

in the most e f fec t ive at'xd a t t r a c t i v e combiiiations -

rdaking beaut i fu l works with thera, iii s h o r t . But i t must 

have the atmosphere, i t must find i t s e l f amidst t h e 

order of the i d e a s , in order to v^ork f ree ly . . , -^ 

1 u i s t e r fhornas Vlavioa hoo te r , od. Motthew ^krnoid's .^aaays 
in Orit icismt f ' i ra t >jeries (Jhicago: fhe Univ. of dhicago 
P r e . , i t iea; pp . l o - i i , 
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'2»o, S l i o t , in the same vein, sayss 

i.io poet, no a r t i s t of any s o r t , has h i s complete meaning 

a ione . His s ign i f icance , h i s apprec ia t ion i s the appre­

c i a t ion of his r e l a t i o n xo the dead poets aiid a r t i s t s . 

You camiot value him alone; you roust se t him, for con­

t r a s t aiid comparison, amonej the dead. . . . 2he necessi ty 

t h a t he sha l l confirm, tha t he s h a l l cohere , i s not 

one-aided; what happens v^hen a new work of a r t i s created 

i s something t h a t happens siinu3.taneously to a l l t h e 

worka of a r t s which preceded i t . fhe ex is t i r j^ monuments 

form an ideal order among themselves, which i s modified 

by the in t roduc t ion of the new (the r e a l l y new ) \wrk 

of a r t among them. She e x i s t i n g order i s complete before 

the nevi work a r r i v e s , the v.hoie ex i s t i ng order aust be, 

i f ever so sTi^^jhtly, a l t e r e d ; and so the r e l a t i o n s , 

propor t ions , va],aes of each work of a r t toward the whole 

are readjusted; afld t r i i s i s conformity betvieen the old 
1 

and the new . 

ihe excerpts explain t h a t a poet c r e a t e s h i s poetry following 

the cu r ren t of t r a d i t i o n . His poetry i s moulded and adjusted by 

the works of h i s p redecessors . 

1 John ll0;;A'ard ed. i'.a . j ^ l io t ; ..^ele cte d j?roso., r p t . (Ureat 
i i r i t a i n ; Penguin, lyj^b), p p . 2ci-4. 



a g a i n 
!t t h i s backoroand Laxrai P r a s a d Devko ta ' s vvorks w i l l 

be conpared v^ith xue vvorks of t h e B r i t i s h RoTiiaj:rtic p o e t s of t h e 

a ine t ee r i t h ce r i tu iy . Ihe t h e s i s i s e n t i t l e d 'A Oomparative Study 

of Laxmi Prasad lievkota â xd the .^nsl is i i Romaiitic ooets of the 

i^iixetcenth u e n t u i y ' , and the chap- ;ers , f o i l a v e d by t h e beadi^.^s» 

?:.ra divicied as stv~eii b e l o w 

ThPi '..ifa ;i.id ./orks of Laxmi Prasad , i^evlvota 

J ' l i s cXii'^tor wi"'d be da' ,otoc t o a oLiort biography' of 

..>a-cni f ra^ad ^'evhoxa. fo^^^iLri^r wi wi uiicit, tii.e a i s t o^ aid h i s 

-•v-nidable ..urlvs 3:̂ ccep'U i-iO^e cu/̂  ecioc! for uoripariiit^ wit-i uhe 

vjorho of t;.:.- ,^ij;i,liah horaaucic posits of the i'^iiieteerith ceiituiy ? 

Viiil̂ . be g i v e n . 

fHj^fiSH I I 

A f e t a J l e d .-.sti,niate of ohe Je"^eotad «»ones of i,ax:ffii 
P rasad Jevhota uhioh are c i s t i u o t l y homai-itic i n ^itraixi 

In cOxiSiaaratiOii o.f the d i s t i n c t phases of the p o e t i c 

development of Laicml f r a s a d Devhota, sonie of h i s worvs have 

been s e l e c t e d for ooiaparism \iith t he v^'orks of t h e B r i t i s h 

cor;m_:tic poe ta of the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , fhe c r i t i c a d . e s t ima t e 
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of a l l these .,ork:s i s given in t h i s cba.pter. After tha t a b r ie f 

reference to the sources of jnf^.ueuccs -which have been a t t r i b u t e d 

by c r i t i c s to DeYkota's poetry v-ill be made. 

CHAPxiiiH I I I 

ijefinixion a.id aspects of horuantioism 

Ihe meaning of uhe v,orc] 'hoiaaiiticiaiB' has a v^ide 

eoij iotot ion. I t s meanings axul forns v.i" .̂l be e;:amined against 

the h i s t o r i c a l backgrourJ. of Europe* I t s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s v,ill 

be explained in the conuext of B r i t i s h liooiantio poe t ry . After 

t h a t the xsor'al ese HomEUitic tendencies w i l l be cle-^'iil ed, v;ith 

"•^irt ic-„i"'ar ref jre^K^e to the v,f:rk:s of i*axmi Prasad ^evlcoxa. 

OHaPî H IV 

"i"'liani ..ordsv.orth (M)^. r*.9jcni Prasad Devkota J 
Oocinarison and Contrast of the two as hature Poe t s . 

• ••• - -^ I I [ II • - n n - - imfi i i- i i i - t . im. j ' •• m n i i.i» ti . •iiiim . i " • i i i i H I M 

In thiti chapter a br ief biographical note on v.illiam 

.-ord-sv..oth vdl"' be given f i r s t . I t w i l l be follov/ed by a passing 

re ference to the aethodoTogv- of comparative " l i t e r a tu r e , d r i t i c i s m 

l a i d a{y.'iinst Devkota wit ' i reference to some of the poems o£ 

.-ordsvvorth wi l l follovf. fhen the d i s t i n c t tendencies of Wordsvvoti;h 

regarding iiature wil l be t r aced i n h i s poems, snd the s i in i lar 

ones in Sevfcota's works w i l l be explored. After t h a t two poems 

^^ritten by thera on the same theme w i l l be deal t with bringings 

Out s i m i l a r i t i e s and d i f fe rences betvveen the t«vo r>oets. 
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•Xhe Echoes of iSamuel l a y l o r O o i e r i d s e ' s theo iy of 
Iraagination i n Laxmi Prasad Devkota'^s theoiy of 
Imagination axid Poetry* , -

In t h i s chapter a short biograph^^ of Ooleri.dge w i l l 

be follo-wed by a d e s c r i p t i o n of the background against which 

he developed h i s theory of imaginat ion . After that Laxini Prasad 

Devkota's theory of imaginat ion v^ill be examined in the l i g h t 

of the theory of t h e former. Then the images used in two o f 

t h e i r poeins v^ritten against a s i m i l a r background v / i l l be com­

pared and contras ted . 

OHiiPIiiJH YI 

•X'he Impact of Lord Byron a i d Percy Bysshe She l ley on 
Laxmi Prasad Devkota i n respect o f Humanitariaoism 

A b r i e f blo^rfiohieaT n o t e each of Lord i ^ r o n and 

Percy liysahe ^he*? ley v , i l l be followed by a coniparison and 

c o n t r a s t of t h e i r v.orks >,i.th t h o s e of LaxPii P rasad Devkota i n 

r e s p e c t of hurnajiiiariaiiisr:!. jvevko ta ' s s a t i r i c t e i i d e n c i e s mi6 

those of ^'•rou ^.iT' be ' i ea l t w i t h f i r s t , the . , he vvil''. be com-

nared as a revol ut ion-ir ; ' poet ^vith ; i he l l ey , l i m i t i i i e t h e oom-

na r ioon to h i s Prometheus Unbound &ud t o x)evkota 's q-fj 

vf r o n e t h e u s ) , a the me der ived from, tha conirioxi Sreek s o u r c e . 
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0HAP2EH VII 

J8n3uf>i3iiess and '̂ he Cult of ijeauty i n Joiin 
Keats and Laxni P r a s a d Devlcota.. ^ 

uJhis chap te r v d l l be levotoc' io a coniparisoii of 

J'eiiSiiouSiieas aiad t h e cul.t oi" beauty ox Jol-ui Keats ana i^axnii 

P r a s a d Jevfcota* After t ; ia t t h e i r p o e t i c -i^iieoriGs vjill be 

d e t a i l e d . 

I;.i -^.his nh'iDt'ir the y n t l r a work: wi i,h Uĥ  major Tiadii igs 

rui(' t h u i r iran-i 1 c a t i o n s v.i"'1 bo recapi- i :ula tea . A bil)"'iograohy 

/ i l l . f01,10.. sh ia c h a n t e r . 


