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tdu~etion i~ the p.rocosa f:fy l'Jhich 

trensmie$ion of eetoblishad cultur~l end eo~ial values 

is~ ·made and new idees and thooght-pattorna are created 

in· individlmla. Th:ough the perf'o::mGnce of this 

function, individu~la are inductod ~ntc the cultural 

vaiues end socially ~;,pprcvad. beha-~iour-pcat·tet-na and 
. ' 

thei~ crientotians towm=da social institutions are 

foimed. £ducation is thua an organieed effo~t on tho 

part of the society~ 

in a society that is rep.id_ly chansing ond 

becoming mo:::e indcpandent, an indl.vidual is L·aqui:.:cd to 

learn new ek~lls anc loa~n to intGract with people of 

difforent categories. ln the p:r«tsent times the.refo:ta, 

sauccttion ia carried out through·c ·larym and highly 

complex oiganisation with astebliahvd goals, dofined 

sttuctu~e and procedu~as fo~ renching thees goal~ • 
.. 

Educ~tion i~ thue not enly delibe~ate inet:uction, it 

is also orgonis~d instruction. 

formal education s~stem is now considered ea 

~very importent meens in ~chieving xepeid"economic 

aevelopmant'and in creating e ec~isl c~dsr founded on 

th• values of fremdom, social justice $nd equal 
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oppo;s-tuni ty. Lducational tH:~ckweu:~dru:!~Ds in gen®r-el and 

among the baekwa:d com~unitiee in particular, therefore. 

is. ccn$id\!.l.rea by the nation ~e a bottJ.en~ock tfJ the 

eot.mtry• e devel.opmentel pracaaa. t~pansion of. wducational 

facilities among the Gchedul1?3d ta:ibe communiit.ies in 

. 1ndis0 therefo~a, forme the rnajoE p~ogrsmma of spacial 

chavel0pment. of ·t.hsa& ec.~nmunitias •. lhio, expet'lsicm ·is 

c~:~nwidorecl aa e eo.ciel investment by -the netion to 

· schieve .rapid soei.o-economi.c. · davelopmsnt of thmt>e · 

ecrm:Hunit.ie$,.. 1-t postul~1tcs incr:.e~::!lem. in pa:tH.:luctivit_y, 
., 

job-~ppcrtunity• aconcmic dev6lopment and social justice 

~lso expo:-.toncing a g.t:-eat ir,npact _on their social, 

politic~~ anti eca~o~ic. life aa •·raault of same footers. 

Social chengee are tak~ng plece amcng thoro in o greater 

dog:tee oft$r the h~dien l ndept?ndence and -~spacisll~;. after 

leufiu::hing the development plans~,-. Social cbangmi' is, 

hawevmt, a camplmx phan0menen; it ie ihe i~s~lt of 

into~pley af e ~umbar of factors. Education is ens of 

these f~ctoE~ in cmso of the echeduled t~ibo ciommunitias. 

~eprurcua~iorie on mvo~v espects af theix life. Th~ prame~t 

stu~v eeeks tc aoco:tein the role ~f educotion in v . 

bringing about chmn~ee amcng the scheduled tzibce af 
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Nc~th Bengal. It i~·to be atftted, however, that 

ochJCilit.i.~n e,ru,n not be vil'nsJocl ms · tha oo..ly :.·msptineible 

factor for eocial chan~cs in these ccmmunit~es; but 

.;i.t ir~ one of the important facto~a ii.n the complex 

The pt:1!.1Sent study a.d.n1u a•t r-.lfHllyE'ling the 

-impaet of education on the attitud~-exp0ct~tion end 

behaviour pattexn cf tribal peopl~ of himtijhaza T.L. 

·and Msnderbm~i villogs under Kelehini ~.s. of tho 

Jalpaiguri district. The rmportn end'studiea on 

educational beekwatdnesa notwithstanding. there is 

hazdly any cc:mpF.~rative otudy of thl::l impoct of education 

on them in different eoe.:iel settings, end cult.ure. 

This wozk eeaka to th:cw light on samm of tho 

important aspects of t~iba~ societies of North Bengal. · 

scheduled t~ibe pt:)pul<:!tion hils ·bnen focilitated by 

spread of educt' ticm and if eo, Wh.:.lt ia th~ 1'.:0tO of 

impact o:f GOtJC>Il t .:i Ofl ~t {ji ff6.ttmt. levolo 'l De all of 
' . 

them :r:eaJ.i;u.~ equall,y tho important:~ of· eouc~tion '( 

Arc they beccming eonsciou(.f of modt~J>n sncl rationa.l 

vm~uoa tcwa£cis their majoz aoci~l ~nstituticns 1 Do 

the~ brcn~k Q1.1El.Y from their ·t.?l.!di-t.ic·nal. occupational 
I 

the 

pattern 1 The complexity af the problm~ called for- tho 

use of various techniques during the cc~rse af field 
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. sh!tlwe the tl-ang o.f Qhan·~~a in tho· Qtu: tudeEh social 

inot.i:b .. rticna and eHl»cial btahalviour of thl!.l tJJibal pco~1e 

of ·&~o~:th u~n~a!, whit'i.h edue~tian heo bstnJ9ht in its 

· wek~. ·it also tov~tols the oxtcnt. t.o which e~ucatit'lna! 
/ 

I . 

diffmrent ~ottLng h•~ bsen inst:umen,al ift bringing 

about accial. chr\II'HJ~$ snd i~ t-Jhfiit· 4:efa.pects has .it failed 

tc prr;:met:eata in thei~ traditional pattet>n of bel"taviour .• 

nard ~Jc.tzk" .l am thankful. to Z/S"S:i t:~mn!.';ish tilt.u:un~'• toknon 

· Lotu:g=, · f~ar~tfJ ·Dhabi: • i'Jirmnl t{a:rj .i 1 E'at)ban 5.?.nf>h • L.alj:i 

' 

fi0ld· atudieH~ _in r .. U.fferao.t t;'1e,ye. The smrvic.:ee of ·"1iaG 

~ubhzs Dsb and Ki~s &uhla Dob'ea ala~ of S•i Aehcka 
' .. 

Ctudu:abOJ:ty in the .atetist1cal woi:k are ell!lo sin:::erely 

acknowled\:fed. f'1y. sE!nse of gi:'a-ti tuds ·to Sr.i 1\shio L.nhi3:'i 

foJ: his me~tel'ial h$lp in otat.lione.r:l' itt':lmm and 

. thankfulnes,~ to s:a. St~epen ~umor ihawal f'-Olt' hie typing 

out of t-he ·thesis QJ;S also .l!HV.CHJxtied. 

1 am ·thankful to· Dg. nenjit 1\haa:-e. Llr. B.D. 

ttHJuchury Gfld VJi: • Hii~!indal aa1d }~rah k~mi t~ t.houcth~.n:~i of 

th$ d~}pc•tment ~f f~r.Jciolog:~l Einci SQeia.l Anthropology, 

t~.~~.u. folt- th~i~ h~lpful E.:lugtati~stion~ 
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l ·will f~!l in my cuty if l do not exp~~GG 

my thanks 'feu: th~ reepcndi$nto fzmro ·•tht;~ t~a gagd~:ln e.H'ld 

the· villQge undsK stud~· ~ho w~x~ elwaya coopa;ativa 

and hospitable tcwa~ds rna. 

My g~atitude ano indebtedness is to Uc. N.t. 

4..hou_dhuJ:".;y ~ Head of tha llepm:2Z'tment, 5oc.:io.tos;y Gnd 

Social t~nthrcpolqg~. ~J.H.u.-. t-Jith(}Lft whoss erupe.rviaion 

th.ie ~J~:n:ok wcu!~. not hev!S\ ·been fJOS;eiwle• 

ileted~ RoJa· Raeut~ohunpu~. 

The 20th rfitbruer~.t984. 


