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!be lut quarter of the nineteenth oentury w1tDeeee4 a 

~dual obap in the eoo1o-pol1t1oal lif'e of the people 1D the 

DOrtbern 41etr1ote of Bengal. There were o~ioue reuoDe beb1D4 

thie. OoDtaot with the weatem people and the1r culture, the 

eprea4 of weetern e4uoat1on, the deTeloPBent of oa.aun1oatione, 

the 1Dtro4uot1on of looal Self-GoTernaent .. well aa the for.ation 

of eoae 1Detitutione like the F.n~liebbasar, 01~ •alda an4 Jalpai,uri 

•aioipalitiee that retleoted thf' aepiratione of the eduoate4 

people, contributed to the -prooeae of ohu~ ullder 41eouee10D an4 

tbe srowth of nationalin 1D Worthen Bnpl.. 

While diaoueeins the srowth of nationalia 1D the recion we 

ehould note a few eeeeDtial pointe that will proTide a T1T14 

pioture of the eoo1o-po11t1oal and eoonoaic a111eu 1D which deTelop­

aent of natioDal ooneo1ouaneae was poeaible. •ention .. ,. firet be 

-.de of the faot that Wortbertl Bapl ie inhabited by people of 

41Teree ethnio, 11D,n1et1o and re11~1oua groupe like the Bensalie, 

the Ra3baeh1e, the Wepaleee and the Lepohaa. Thue Worthel'Jl 

Benpl ie a ooapoeite re~ion 1n tbe real aenae of the tel'll. 

Purtheraore, the preeent 41etr1ota of Worthern Ben«al were DOt 1n 
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exieteno• 1ll the beai.Dnlllg of nineteenth oentury. 'l'be diatriot 

of •alta wa• broqht into esi•tenoe 1ll 181' ooapari11B1 part• of .... -~- ~ . 

the dietrlote ot Puraea ana D1Dajl)Ur.1 'fbe 41•tr1ot of .Jalpa1pr1 , 

wbioh oOIIJ)r1••• the territory wre•t•d fro• lllmtu u a ooa•equenoe 

of a war wi tb that ll!llal.QU linl'lo• wu fomed in 1869 2 while .--

the 41atr1ot of Dar,ee11BI wae aoqu1re4 1n 18'5 by the OonrJl'eent 

of In41a by Yirtue of a 4ee4 of pout' eiped by the ruler of 

S1kk1•, the tiny · ' 'ffi.aalayars IiBpoa whoa• erl•tenoe wu threatene4 

by oonetut preenre enrtfld by the ne1gbbour1DI atat••· 4 

!he nat1Ye •tate of Iooohbehar tuoke4 in the lorth Eastern 

corner of our area of study came under !r1t1eh influenoe in 177' 

ae a reeu1t of ~r1tieh tnterYention precipitated by a conflict 

between !butan a1'l4 Iooohbehar. 5 'l'be pr1Doe1y state of loochbehar 

un4erwent a prooe•• of .oternl•ation under the enl1shtene4 laharaja 

lripendra Warayan of llre!Jp 11&1"!'1&«•• faae. !he aodernl•atlon of 

Iooobbehar, it 11 1Dtereattng to note, ootnolded with the srowtb 

of national! .. 1n eoae other r•&iona of lorther !easal. 

1. LaabolU"D, G.E., Bnl&l Diatriot Gasetteftll, •alta, p. 1, / 
Oaloutta, 1918. 

2. De !&1"1m n &1.., W.B. Dlatrict Guetteera, Jal]talprl, p. 1, 
Calcutta, 19!1". 

'· Banerji, A. !i §!., v.B. Dietriot Gasetteera, Darjee1tns, p. g,, 
19eo. 

4. Ibid, p. 92. 
5. •....aar, D., V.E. Di1trict ~asetteera, Xocbbebar, Ca1eutta, 

197'7. 
6. Ib14. 
• leabub ObuD4er Sen~the f..oue 1ea4er of the~ faith 1••• 

hie ctaa.hter Sm~itl Dey! 1n ll&l'riap tl IIU a l'rtpentra 
Jlarayu. 'l'bia •arrlqe aparket ott a ooatroYer•7 -~~~ the 
fo1lowera of tbe faith that reeultea 1ft a eplit of the Bra~ 
order. --= 
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Until the late t1ttiee of the '"1Detenth Century the we•t•n 

.,..t .. ot eauoation 4i4 not •prea4 to the tarnus areaa of 

a4iY14e4 Bnpl u well u it• aorthen parta lyills -1fortb of the 

hal& aDd eouth of the eutem BiaalUM !'N'IJ.. 

All early u the 1680 '• the Faet In41a Coapuy had ereoted a 

taetory'1 ill the t11etr1ot of Malda where the Dutoh8 ed the Prenoh9 

Onpu1ea too ha4 their tootniDp. Atter the lap•• ot a Century 

tollowiBs thie a new 4illeneioB wu aAdea to the oo•eroial aot1Yitiee 

ot the Ea1lilh people 1D the re1ion with the initiatioD ot Indiso 

oul t iT&t ion at eneral l)lao•• 1nolu41DI Qa.al.at,l-0 eel •..tBabat 1 ~1 

Sne otticiala of th••• factories later 011 earnttd reputation tor 

their keerJ iDtereet in the history, relilion &Dd culture of thia 

resioD. Mention aay be ...te here of Georte U4ney12 who nooectea 

Obarlea (}rut u ree14nt ot Mal4a factory 1D 1786 and hie 

oolleapee, eepeoially E.llertoD1' &114 Henry Ore1ghton14 of the 

faotoXT of Ga•alatr u4 the 111uetrio111 Villiu Oare,.J-5 who wu 

plaoed ill obarge ot the factory of •adnabati 

7. L .. bourn, OP. o1t., p. 26. 
e. Ib14, p. n. 
9. Sqppta, J.c., w.E. Dietriot Guetteere, Valda, p. 101, 1969. 

10. Laabou~, OP. Cit. p. 26. 

11. Ibi4, p. ''· 
12. Ibid, p. 65. 

1,. •utbopadhy~, G.. 'Byl:(•!£e J:uhik•'J !ietarer Itiha! 
(Art tole iDJ Itihy, o•!_--'"-· 1m .s., p. 26§. 

14: Sencapta, J.o., OP. Oit., p. 60. 
15. L .. bourn, OP. Cit., p. 28. 
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D•oi W 
_Bl1erton on hie~initiat!Te eata~1iahe4 aoae ~r~ aehoo1e 

1ft hie looa1ity u early u 180' an«! taulbt hie VQpile 1D 

•enacmlar.16 He &lao wrote eoae text boon to faoilltate the 

ourrioula of thoae aohoola. 17 !hie wu the earlieat att..,t b7 

cy hropeu to teaob the looal obildren 1D nrDaoular 1ft the 

re1i0B. MeaiiWbile Hnr,. Oz-etahtoa ba4 tn:ret the ana• wo4 1D 

the v1oin1ty of the factory of Gu•alaty e4 aketche4 aneral of 

the ae4iunl M :.n•ente of tlle ab&D4one4 city of Gour18 while 

Villi .. Carey at ll .. aa'bati oue 1D oo11taot wit~ a larp a•ber of 

people with a Tiew to oon.ertin« tb .. to o~riatianity but witboat 

any euoceee.19 

Whatner JI&Y be the reuone for Carey'" failure or the 

witheriD« away o~ the Sohoole foUDde4 by Ellerton in a fw yean 

time, tbe early OODtaot with the Europeua u4 the epre .. of 

-ectuoation nbae4(Untly are of W.eee a1pit1ouoe. !be apreat 
/' ..... 

of BDiliah e4uoat1on wu a pwlual prooeaa with the tint Oo••l'llant 

Sohool coaiJs« up 1D the 418tr1ot of Malda 1n 1858, n .. ely the 

Malda Zilla Schoo129 wbiob grew up to be a hish eehool troa a a144le 

~m«11eh Sohool to be followed by the eatabliehaent of three 110re 

!b«liab Sehoole tn the diatriot by 1870. 21 

16 ... kbopa4hraT, G., OP. Cit., p. 269. 
11. Ibid1 Beasali Literary year Boot, 1'22 !.s., Banktpar, 1'2' B.s. 
18. 
19. 

Orei1hton, Henry, Rutne of Gaur, Introduotion, Lomdon, 1817. 
Sen,apta, t.P. '!he Rewulta ot Chr1at1an •teaionar,r Aot1Y1t1e• 
1a Beqal (179,-18,~)' (Article bl) Beapl Put aJ14 Preae11t, 
JuuU7-Juae, 1970, p. 75. 

20. •ttra, A., Oenaua 1951, w.!. Diatriet Ba84boot, •a1aa, p. 146-47. 
21. Laaboura, OP. Cit., p. 96. 
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AP. re~ar~P. the ~ iatric+ of T'arjeeling thf> T.oreto r.onvPnt 

for ~irl~ wae eetabliehed in 1~4~ whil~ the St. Paul's School wae 

brou~ht into exietPnce in 1A6P. t" ~;>cPiving a.!filiat. i on :from the 

UniverF~ity of Calcutta the St . 11a1.1l 's School hecamf> the first 

Colle~e in ~arjPeling in l~Ao. 2? 

It ie worthwhile to mention that the schools at Darje~lin~ 

~i~ nrovide e~uoation for th~ I uropean and the Anglo-Indian Children 
2~ onl:v, during th~ ~arly days. - T1at.f>r on Christian mieeionariee 

introduced elemeTltary ~choolp, f or the T.epcha and the Bhutia Chilaren. 
24 

Around 1R50 a mie~ionary named w. Start had eeta~liAhed a vernacular 

school for the Lepchae. 25 Another ~ie~ ionery, namely ~iebel, wrote 

eome Leucha urim~re ann tau~ht hiP. chil~ren in v~rnacular. 26 But 

t~e moAt e!feotive work in th~ !iPld o! vernacular education in 

~arjeeling was ~one ~Y William McFarlane who oame to Darjeeling in 

1869. 27 In the yearP tPat followed there wae ei~ificant advancement 

in the field of vernacul ar e~ucation. 

The Jaluaiguri Zilla Schoo128 was ~tarted in 1868 while the 

z .. nkine School at Coochbehar in 1A61. 29 The Sunity Academy, 30 the 

Girls' School of Cooc~behar came into exietenc~ in 1881 while the 

22. Banerjee, A.K.!! !1., 0~ . Ci t ., p. 475. 
23. Ibid, -p. 474. 
24. Ibid. 
25. Ib 1~ , 4 79 • 
26. Ibid. 
27 • I'h id , -p. 4e0 • 
28. Jalpaiguri Zilla School Sata~ar8h1ki Smark Patrika, 1969. 
29. Vazumdar, TI ., OP. Cit., p. 174. 
30. Sunity Ao&demy Sata~arBhiki Smark Sankhya, 1981, ~. ~7. 



6 

Tietorta Oolleae'1 ot the aaae town, a Tery preat11eoue tnatitution 

ot l'orthern !npl wu toUJSt!ed in 1888, 

The part of Wortbern !engal which ia nov within the territorial 

lillita of !&allll4eab wu alao brou1ht UB4er the network ot Soboola 

aDd Collesea established by the new 11yetea of education. The 

Ra~ehabi Collep and the Carmichael Colle~ of RQ1'11J)ur produced 

ll&ftJ ot tl!e early nat1o!lal1atll of our area of study, • 

I 

.· Another factor that accelerated the change of Socio-economic 

mUieu of l'orthem 1\engal was the deyelopaent or the meee of 

~om8an1cation during the aeoond half of nineteenth century. 

Particularly thf! extension of railways to Worthel'!l '!enl&l wu of 

~at illportanoe. '!'he Worthem Bengal Ra1lwa)'ll'2 wu introduoed in 

the 1810' a while the Dar~eel1ng Himalayan RaUway'' vae brought 

into exiateJJ.oe in 1880. In 189' the l!engal Dooara Railway34 and 

the ~ooobbehar State Railway35 became operatl.e, !hue the people 

ot Worthern !«ftt&} were brou~t closer to each other the consequence 

ot which wu 1Jl4ee4 iaJ'C)rtet. 

The newly formed class of Yngli•h eduoat.a gentry aoetly the 

products of aohoola and collegee mentioned aboTe and eager to keep 

contact with the world outaide waa thue proT1de4 with a great iapetus, 

31. IIUU114ar, D,, OP, Cit,, Koohbehar, p, 176. 

-,2. !uoklec! o.~. 1\engal Un4er the ! .t. Goftrnore, p. 540, 
lew Delhi, 1976. 

33. Buerjee, A. !1A!., OP, Cit., p. 290, Calcutta, 1980. 

,4. :..TaloaL~uri T, istrict. 0e~~tet•arv SouvPni r 1A6r'- 196P. , P . ~6 4 . 

,5. •asuadar, D., OP, Cit,, p, 40, 
~ladbeah Seth, the aote4 nat!onaliet leader of Kal4a waa a 

e'h4ent of Ra3ahalt1 Oollep. (T14e Palit Ha:rlc!u, •llclaber 
RtAheeohlpdra, p. 7, Calcutta, 1'18 R.s.) 
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Aa early ae ~1880'e ea.e mufaaeil gentlemen were attraote4 

by the Indian Aeeooiation, a political organisation le4 by 

Suren4ranath !anerjea. !he Wational Conference held UDder the 

aue~ioee of the In~1an Aeeooiation 1n 188' did include iD the liet 

of delesatee the repreeentatiYee of Jalpaisuri and Siligart. 36 On 

the other band the third eeeeion of the Imian National Oongrees 

hel~ in V.Araa wa8 attended by Radheeh Chan~ra Seth t.ro. Mal~a w~o 

wae at that tille a etudent of Rajehani College. "7 Radeeh Chandra 

ha4 aleo forae4 an or1anieation named Ma14a Aeeoo1at1on~ of whioh 

Social eerTioe w .. a tQBd .. ental objeotiye and ht.eelf 4e?elope4 

olo•e oontaote with the Zem1ftdare' Aeeooiatioa of Oaloutta.'9 

!he formation of eome munioipalitiee in aome Northern Bengal 

towne during the periocl wu of traendoue ilrportanoe. !he old 

Kal4a an4 the l>~~«lieh basar Munioipalitiee were brought into 

exietenoe 1D 186940 while totally under GoTernment control the 

11Ull1o1pal1ty of Jalpalpri wae forae4 in 1885. 41 In the eaae year 

the !on Co•ittee of l:ooohbehar42 wu foUD4e4. Thie oo-ltttte wu 

'56. Bacal, J.o., Hi•tory of Indian Aeeooiation, p. 64, Calcutta, 
195'5. 

'57. Palit, H., Valdaher Radheshohandra, p. 7 ff, Caloutta, 1'518 B.s. 
,8. Ibid. 
'59. Ibid, p. 10. 
40. L .. bourDe, OP. Cit., pp. 94-5. 
41. De, BarttB !1 &l•• OP. Cit., Jalpa~i, p. 246. 
42. •as.ctar, D., OP. Ci~. f, \t)t 



Tbe old Jal4a .un1oipality effera ua an 1Dtereat1Dc oaae atudy 

of how the oiTio bodiea oooup1e4 the a1D41 of educated people. !he 
H~ 

~bl1o op1D1oD 1B tha" townl'aharply 41Ti4e4 oTer the ieaue of the 

fol'llation of the 11UD1o1pality. One aeotioD ot the pDtry op-posecl 

the workiDg of the o1T1e body and wantecl ite abolit1on43 while 

another sroup appreciated it and waatecl the .unioipality to oonttnue 

for the b.netit ot the people~4 Tbie wae actually a contlict 

between the traditionaliata on the one hand and oban.- aeekera OD 
~ the other. The dichotomy beoomee or711tal olear to ue when we find 

Radbeehobandra Seth, till then a student, leading the eeoond sroup. 

It was under hia initiatiTe that a paaphlet waa publioieed OODiatn­

ing oogent argu~~nte iD faTOur of the exiatenoe of the 11U1lio1pal1ty45• 

The IIU!lioi'pality wu allowed to continue and ae a matter of 

tact this wu a aorale-booeter to the ohu~-aeekere. -46 Pereou 

involved in the controTeray OTer the o1T1c body later on 1ndulge4 

in Tarioue social and cultural act1Titiea with an indomitable 

e~irit. Ra4besh Chandra htmeel! published the Gourbll$& a tort­

nightly neve paper and foUDded the (rie}ma kal.i prees wt\ioh ran on 

43. Palit, H., OP. Cit., P. 7. 
44. Ib14. 

45. Ibid. 
46. Ibid. 

• fbe ooneerYatiTe opinion was op~aed to ABY obaa«• tn the 
eooio-politioal milieu an~ faTOured the age-old Papc~vati 
syatn tnstea4 of thtt IIUnioipality whioh would enhuoe the 
influence of E·nglieh educated gentry. 
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a oo-operativP ~asia. The'rrourbarta, howev~r, did not continu@ for 

a lon~ timP for lack nf reenonPP ~rom the ~~onle yet unprepare~ to 

anpreciate t'hP p!on~ering venturP. 47 T"~ eenite thP initial failure 

Seth'~ initiativf' d id not wanP ana soon aftPr he published the 

Gourdut in which numerous articles werP printPd highlightin~ 1AeueA 

lil<"e landlord -peuant d ieputee, maladministration o f the municipali­

ties, th.- District Foard and t he T,ooal Boards, Police inaction in 

respect of law an~ or~er, th~ nPcP~eity of extension of railvaye to 

the ~ietriot eto. 48 The end of the Gou;dut came abruptly. A 

Tiolent earthouake destroyed the Krishnakali ~reee in 1R97. ~here­

aftPr Seth joined t~e Mal~aha Samaohar as a regular Columnist. The 

publioationsof the Gourdut could ~e rPeumed only in 1910~9 a little 

b.-fore Seth's death. 

Curiously enough the wave of national consciousness also 

gripped the royal family of Coochbehar to a certain extent in the 

late nineteenth cPntury. 

In 18~7 a moTement had ~tarted against tbe ~oTernment decision 

of lowering of age as regards the eligibility of candidates 

intend•ing to appear in the ICS examinations. Surendranath B&ller~ea, 

the leader of the Indian Association toured almost the whole of 

India Lecturing oTf'r the ieeue. One such lecture wae deliTered at 

47. Ibid. 
48. Ibid, p. 10 ff. 

49. Ibid. 
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!aakipur aear Pa~aa. •ahara3a Wr1peD4raaar&JU of loobbehar who 

wu a et114eat of a Oonftlllni 1net1tut1oll at !aDk1pur at that t!Jie 

had. attell4e4 the •••t1DI a4dre•••4 by ~th EaDerjea. 50 

Ill 1886 the S.Pi SwU1 wu forae4 by Swama ruu.ri DeTi, 

e4itor of !baz:ati, a BOte4 !ngal1 perioc1ioal,w1tb the object of 

0 .. pa1pilll 1n fanv of eoon0111o eelf-ntfioinoy and eprea41D« 

of t .. ale e4uoat1oD. 5l !he Swit1 orp.D1ee4 fairtl 1Jl which were 

diepla,..4 1D41,eaoue 100de. !beee faire reoeiTe4 liberal 

ooatributioD tro. 8eit1 DeTi, the wife of Maharaja lr1pell4ra 

lfar&ya~~.52 

Dur1D1 the Collar••• ••••loll held 1D Oaloutta in 1896 a:n 

eldl1b1t1oD of 1D41ceaou• po4• wu orlan1ee4. !'he iJlaupration 

oere.oDy of thia eZh1b1tion waa ~ei4ed o.er by •aharaja lr1peD4ra 

War&JaB of toobbebar. On thla ooouioa he de11Tere4 a nioe little 

ep••oh.5' PtDally we aboul4 refer to the Ooftlr••• Report of 1886 

vhioh 1llolu4ea •uara3a lri)MD4ranaraJU u one of the ooDtributore 

to ite ted. 54 

!h••• ooatributioae or the ,,_patby with the national 

oraaaleatloa aee4 not lead u• to the hJ'POtheeie that the loohbebar 

twily baA uy •111-patby with aati-Brltieh tee11n1. With the poowiDg 

!aaerjea, 8,1., Alation in •atlns, p, 42, Calcutta, 1961. 
•tt:g ~~ Pouah 1295 1.s., Choutlmruli sara1a »eTi, 
J a, p, 220-21, Caloutta, 1975. 
JJabui, (~. hftaa, D), 1'62 J.s., p. 2' 
Banerjea, S,l., ! lfatloD tn Makinc, p. 1,5, !oabay, 196,. 
SiDe, H., Prob1 .. • ud Polioiee ot the !ritieh 1B India p 
LoD4on, 196,. ' • 
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dieapproftl of tbe GoYer~~~~nt of I11dia the cODtributioae oeuecl to 

nov to the 001ll"11 nma. 5' 

lfnerth•1••• •uara'a Jripe114raaarQU ha4 ,,.patllieet with 

eo•e ,.,.,hi oo.ere1al Ynturee «n•rate4 after the pariition of 

!npl 1D 1905. P.'e uaooiate4 hiaaelf with the Hill4uethaD 

Oo-operatin Bak56 an4 e1Jloenly belieft4 that eprea4 of prillazT 

&114 eeoonclary ectuoatioD vu a t..illeDt neoeteity which vu renale4 

b:r hie epeeoh 4e11nre4 at •tbabllaap, a towa ill the nate of 

loohbehar. 57 

!he lfeeten part ot the 41etriot of DiB.,pur whioh fora part 

of our area of etud:r wae by and lar1e a ne11eoted area and 4i4 aot 

UD4erlo aay oODe14erable eooio-eooDomio obaD,. 4uriDI the 1aat 

quarter of the aiJletenth ontury. 'l'he nb-41YieioB of Balurlllat 

vu forae4 OB1y 1Jt 1904.58 Howenr, the tcnm of DiDajpar, the 

bea4qaart~ of the ua41Y14e4 4ietrict wit~•••el the ~h of 

Datioaal ooneoioun••• at u earlier late. '!he ID4iaa llatinal 

Oonpoeet elltabllahecl a bruob office at DiBa~l'Qr tOVD 1Jl 1895.59 

'!'be po11tloal aot1y1ste of Dblaj'PU' tOWil pa4ually epr1Dkle4 their 

14eaa to the iftterior re11oaa. 

''· Ib14. 
56. Sartar, s., 'l'he Swa4etbl KOY .. ent 1D :leap]. (190.,-1908), p. 1.,2, 

lfew Delhi, 1973. 
57. 'l'he Aaritabuar Patrika, !pril 29, · 1907 · 
58. Snppta, J .c., V.~. Dittrict Gaaetteer, Veet D1Da3pur, 

Caloutta, 1965. 
59. Ali Kehft'b, Dt!ajurn Rt31&1t1k y4olapv Itihy, 1). 57, 

Dina3pu, 191 • 
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111 Jonben !ftpl the aoo1al fabric wu &lao alerpJ.ac 

truatonatioa 1B the lut quarter of the DiDeteenth oentU7. With 

the ifttl11x of 'P"'Pl• troll 41fferent plu•• who npp4 th-•1••• 

tD hither 1D4epeatent profeealoae lite lecal aD4 aeaioal praotioee, 

Tarioue Gen~eat aeniote, teaohiDI uai-nta eto. ul were 

kee~~ tn aeD41DC their oh114HD to aohoola for reoe1Yilll Jacllah 

eduoatioD, there wu a poowth of !ht4ralot clue ill the towna lite 

Jalpaiprl, SUlpri, llipurduar aa4 Dar3eel1Ba. 

!be 41atriot of Malda, forae4 noh earlier, ha4 already proY14e4 

a bue for the !ht4nlolte partioularly ill the town• like ol4 •a1aa 

e4 Blllllah basar. Here a oODtliot wu ill prosreea betwen two 

sect ion a of affluent l)eoplea. OJte aeot ion aoatly ooapoaet of 

att1ue11t laa4bol4ere and aerobanta, giYeD to luzariee of many k1naa60 

wu oppoaed to the waye of tranefonatio!l vhile another eeotion of 

wh1oh aen like Radbeeh Seth were the produote, forced ahead with 

their 11ev 14eu .ect upiratione. • !be outooae of thil oontliot wu 

the splen414 growtb of 1W14eahi 'lllOYntent 1D lforthem-Jenp.l. tn the 

firet 4eoa4e of the twentieth century in which th~ •&leta !Wral.ota 

like la4heahcban4ra Seth, !enoy Kumar Sarltar were 112 the forefront 

illa-pirb!~ their oompatriote at Jall)ai~ri, S1lipr1 ana :Balllr«hat. 

60. •a~. <Jirilhobulra, Densn Jiby, p. 187 ff., Calcutta, 1''4 :B.s. 
• It a'P}tean that the ••b•re of the fora•~ P"OU'P were DOt eapr 

to )art with the power ana infl11enee whiob they ha4 hither-
to exercieea. 


