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O0OOO0III00I The Koch, Rajbanshi and Paliya are of the most part one
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The semi-Hinduised aborigins of the Census

report, who are considerably more consist

of cognate tribes of Koch Pali and Rajbanshi

whose home is in the adjoing state of Kuch

Behar”

000D D0D0IO0IOTDOT 00O IO I000T Assam District Gazetteer!

N0 WA
OU00D0TOIDI 00000 Essay on the Koch, Bodo and Dhimal
Tribesl HUOTUDIOIIIDO0CT OOOOOITI OOI0OIoD 0ooibooiooy boo hooen
OO OO OO Corenooo OO O OOIondooO0ILinguistic
Survey of Indialll192 700000000 OO0NT 000000 OO oo ooo0a
(000000 0O00 O O Jiooo0n DOm0 Conoon oomioD Oion 0D 0ooo
[DOIoonmbiomnbiborttbonCUooMoOiohOrobooiooCDidoo
OITooiooOnniinuonoioooroiooiuboNUzoUbm om0t oo
CIMOI00 dI000] 00000t Cooom= Qoo Do oooo oo ooomr 0onino
[IO0oCOoMomoomioionoO o CoormhooohOotn 0o Coood o
1 0 T M W
{I0000000 CoO00O0 D00 DIOC00M O dOmUooal Coon DooIoIoD Coolonoral oo™
OiooiootmooCoomiit oo oo RoOiCbonibtoronon
OO oo OO oo O o O OO OO OO Moo
(0001000 01000100 000 Oo00 Do 00o=y OO bom o om0 Domooom dooiio

0



NN N R i i i
0 A A A A M WA
MR A A R A i { i
HO00O0 007007 fooo Do Do drodo foDoor doooo om droonodo doon oo
T R A WIS
[OIDOmboo ol Dooool Do to0nm oo ool oo 0N0l IThe
Coochbehar State and its Land Revenue Settlement!INIOI00TOOO0N]
10 e A R AR
RN R A e A S
JooOiomoroDooorool Oiool ONQooar sodIoDoe ooon toodm oot oo
OiooOromomoon O OO oD oo O O Dot oo
N 0 I s MR
IO OO OO O o o OO oo OO oo on]
A R A e R R R
] X A W A R
HIuOonoor Oooamooo Doon oo oo dooo orIOrddoor 000D O a
I i R i g
R AR i S
JOfioooonmtbOOmnoroooomon

The Koches do not belong to the Dravidian

stock, but are distinctly Mongoloid though

some what heterogenous.™
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Rajbanshis are the indigenous people of

Northern Bengal and the third largest Hindu
Caste in the Province. In 1901, many Koches
in North Bengal were returned as Rajbanshis
and many of the Rajbanshis have taken sacred
thread and were prepared to use force in
support of their claim to be returned as
Kshatriya.™
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... The Koches and the Rajbanshis were not

the same caste and were different in many
ways. The food habits, behaviour and the
upper caste Hindu, including the Rajbanshis

did not maintain social relations with them.
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"Koches adopted Hinduism during the reign
of Maharaja Viswa Singha of Cooch Behar
(in the early of 16th Century). Whereas the

Rajbanshis were Hindus before the reign of
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Viswa Singha and were recognized as Bhanga

Kshatriya."”
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The masses of North Bengal areas are very
Bodo-origin or mixed Austric-Dravidian-Mon-
goloid, where groups of peoples from lower
Bengal (Bhati desh) and Bihar have penetrated
among them. They are mainly as koch i.e.
Hindu or semi Hindu Bodo who have aban-
doned their original Tibeto Burman speech and
have adopted the northern dialect of Bengali
(which has a close affinity with Assamese) and
when they are a little to concious of their Hindu
religion and culture and retained at the same
time some vogue memory of the glories of their
people particularly during the time of Viswa
Singha and Naranarayan, they are proud to
themselves Rajbanshis and to claim to be called

Kshatriyas. ™
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When we cross the river (Brahmaputra)

coming from Dacca, we met a well marked
form of speech in Rangpur and the districts
to its North and east. It is called Rajbanshi,
and while undoubtedly belonging to eastern
branch has still points of difference which lead

us to class it as a separate dialect.”
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