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PREFACE

Though the Jhargram district is dry-prone and environmentally fragile, its natural beauty is
pleasant. The Jhargram district has the highest concentration (29.37%) of the tribal population
in West Bengal (Census of India, 2011). Santhal, Bhumij, Munda, Lodha, Kora, and Mahali
are the major tribal communities in the Jhargram district. Regarding per capita income, most
of the tribal population in the Jhargram district is extremely impoverished. They follow very
simple and traditional livelihood patterns. Tribal residents of the district of Jhargram live in

remote rural areas deprived of modern amenities.

Tribal respondents in the Jhargram district depend on agricultural activity. Their means of
subsistence are determined by a complex interplay of factors such as topography, community
type, age, gender, education, access to water, health, and communication, as well as factors
like forest cover, tribal population density, infrastructure, and health. It also depends on

cultural, ecological, and political determinants.

The well-being of tribal communities in Jhargram district is significantly influenced by various
factors, including their socio-economic status, living conditions, accommodation types,
consumption patterns, and working environments. Additionally, the opportunities available to
connect with new employment opportunities play a vital role in shaping their livelihoods. The
Jhargram district's tribal population's general quality of life and economic resilience are
influenced by these factors. There are so many problems in the Jhargram district that restrict
the tribal people's agricultural activity. These are small land holding size, unfertile soil, poor
irrigation system, low-quality seeds, use of primitive techniques, lack of market, etc. Poor tribal
people are forced to depend on collecting, daily ways labour, construction labour, beekeeping,
Extractive Activity (Timber& NTFP), Ethno medicine, livestock rearing cultivation, fishing,

Earth Work, Soil digging work, etc.

At the same time, tribal people of Jhargram district face several environmental challenges like
loss of forest cover, loss of biodiversity, habitat fragmentation, Increasing Temperature and
decreasing Rainfall, West Production by red category industries like sponge iron, paper, cement
& Break clean industry, water pollution, groundwater contamination & depletion, groundwater
depletion, use of forest wood for cooking, the insufficient share of renewable sources for

energy production, destruction of natural habitats.
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