MEMOIRS

OF

THE LIFE
A

RS

‘TGUT §ION. WARREN HASTINGS,

“list GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF BENGAL.

‘ COM?fLED FROM ORIGINAL PAPEKS.

BY THE REV.G. R. GIXiG, M.A.
PLAIN 70 THE %t VAL HOSPITAL AT CHELSEA, AND RECWOR O‘F IVYCHURGH, IN KENT,

AUTHOR OF

THE LIFE OF SIR THOMAS MUNRO.

€% .7 S e
“¥OL. 11IL EOWE
\
Vg "{»‘?‘A

LONDQN: -
YUCHARD BENTLEY, NEW BURLINGTON STREET,
Publisher iy Grvinary to Bee Majesty.
‘!wa\ .’_ v ¥ f“i’w N
;i.a,x“wﬁ_ e i},;‘



LONDON:
Printed by W. Crowss and Sons,
Stamford Street.

STOCK 72!

24569
30 UG 13e8

€7 - VERF



CONTENTS OF VOL. III.

CHAPTER 1. B

S’ Page

stateeof Affairs ir Carnatic and at the different Native Courts— Corre-
spondence with different Functionaries . . . . . . . . 1

)
CHAPTER II.

®intelligence of the proceedings at Home reaches Calcutta—Corre-
sporggnce with Lord Shelburne awd Major Scott . . . . . 91

b
CHAPTER IIIL

Progress of Affairs in the Carnatic—Death of Sir Eyre Coote—Letter
to Lord '\Iacartuey—Peace with Tippoo—Letter to the Court of
Directors « . . . . e ey . e v . 64
*

e
CHAPTER 1V,
State of Parties at Mome—Overthrow of the Coalition—Unsatisfactory
condition of things in India—Lord Macartney's Treaty with Hyder
— Famine—Mrs. Hastings’s Illness and return to England—ZLetters
of¥varioussubjects « . . . . . . .+ o+ o« . . . 89
»

* CHAPTER V.
Hza,itmgg; care of Seience and Literature . . . . . . . . 155
*
' L CHAPTER VI

Transfci;ionsinﬂngland. e e e e e e e s o+« . . le3
.

CHAPTER VIL

L)
Journey tg Lucknow—Communication with the Prince of Delhi-—
Preparations to rettirn Home—Letters to Mrs. Hastings . . . . 182

CHAP’I‘ER VIIL.

Mr. Hastings's position at Home and Abroad—Departure from India—
Return to England-—Recéption—Re-union with Mrs. Hastings—
Correspondence with the Court of Directors « « .« . . . . 220



iv CONTENTS.

CHAPTER IX.

Personal Proceedings of Mr. Hastings—Purchases Beaumont Lodge-—
Correspondence with Mr. Dundas, Lord Thurlow, and Mr, Thomp-
son—Mr. Burke’s hostility—Charges brought into the House of
Commons—MTr. Pitt’s Defeat—Correspondence witheMr. Arnglgrson 25

. . \
CHAPTER X,
Proceedings in the Commons—Hastings arraigned at the Bar qfahe o
House of Lords—The Impeachment opened . & . . . . . 814
. .
CHAPTER XI. .

Results of the Impeachment—Specimens of Mr. Burke’s Eloquence—#
Sir Gilbert Elliott a Manager—Proceedings at the India House . 339

CHAPTER XII

Proceedings in Private Life—Familiar Letters . . . . . . . 361®
.

CHAPTER XIII.

Renewed embarrassments of Mr, Hastings—Correspondence with the
Court of Directors—Conference with Mr. Addington—Negociation
with the Prince of Wales—Return to Private Life—Correspondence 405

]
: CHAPTER XIV,

Mr. Hastings examined before the Houses of Parliamex‘nDegree con-
ferred upon him by the University of Oxford-~Created a Privy
Councillor—Introduced to the Emperor of Russia and King of
Prussia—Dinner to the Duke of Wellington—Returns into Private
Life.,......a........ . 456

CHAPTER XV. :

X 4
Last days of Mr. Hastings— Rebuilding of Daylesford Cl;urchn-llh;ss, L
Death, and Character . . . . . . . . . et e e 4%2



i, .MEMOIRS,

’
* , &c. &c.
. -0 i o . i
®
.« ¢
. -
4 . CHAPTER I. .
State of Affairs in Carnatic and at the different Native Courts—Corre-~
spondence with different Functionaries.
[

WHRLE these things were going on elsewhere,
the Tifiportant business of the war, including the
immediate defence of the Carnatic, and the
conduct of a variety of subsidiary operations,
was not neglected. Of the mission of Sir Eyre
Coote to assume the command of the army at
Madras, as well as of the march of a large de-
tashment of troops overland from Bengal, notice
has elséwhere been taken. Sir Eyre found,
oy reachind the scene of action, that everything
Was'fhe-re in confusion. 'The Sepoys, dispirited by
recent’ revgrses, could scarcely be brought to look
the enemy in the face. The Europeans, few in
amber, were dispersed and broken up into petty
garriso.ns. There was neither unity of purpgse,
nor vigour of design, among those whose business
it was to direct in the field. There was wrangling
and mismanagement, and extreme jealousy of
foreign interference among the persons composing
VOL. I11. o B
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the cabinet. Moreover money, stores, cattle, pro-
visions, every thing on which the efficiency of a{r
army depends, was wanting. And while thes
Nabob, from whom the means of suppmtmg the\
war was expected, declared himself unable to fux-
nish a single rupee, and complained bitterly of the
insults that were offered to him, Hydes, the com-”
mon enemy of him and of the English, ranged over-
the open country at pleasure. Nevertheless, §ir
Eyre Coote, though he reported these things to the
Supreme Council with thg acrimony and qygru-,
lousness that characterised his temper, spaved no
personal exertions to repair the evils which they
were  eminently calculated to produce. 'The
troops were paid a portion of their arrears. Cattle
for draught and carriage were, as far as pos-
sible, provided, a bold face was put upon affairs
in general, and the army took the field. o I
need not follow it in its career of drawh battles,
and somewhat profitless victories. v Whatever
could be done to work a machine so uﬁpev-
fectly mounted as to defy the ingenuity, of g to
work it effectually, Sir Eyre Coote accomplished ;
and he had the satisfaction, at the close of the cafa-
paign to perceive, that, though the’ Carnatic was
not free, his own troops had recovered their con-
fidence, while Hyder, dispirited by the results of
various encounters, was become proportionably
deficient in enterprise.
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‘Sir Eyre Coote complained that from the Go-
svernor aud Council of Fort St. George he did not
; receive the support to which he was entitled. They
would neither supply his wants by their own efforts,
nor permit him to find supplies for himself, and
h€ sbught from the Supreme Council such an en-
largement of powers, as would render him in the
conduct of the war quite independent; Lord
Macartney, on the other hand, accused Sir Eyre
Coote of acting towards himself and his colleagues
Wi{h intolerable insolgnce. He would pay no at-
tention to advice, far less obey an order in matters
purely military ; yet he was for ever interferin g with
civil affairs, which no wise concerned him. Neither
were these gentlemey content to make their ap-
peals by letter. Kach sent his agent to Calcutta,—
Mzr. Graham, Sir Eyre Coote’s Persian interpreter,
cgming on behalf of the General, and Mr. Staun-
ton, prdvate secretary to Lord Macartney, offering
himself ag the representative of the Governor.
’Mf.‘Hastings could not but feel that he was thrown
by, these Jroceedings into a difficult situation. He
therefore strove, as the best and wisest course, to
,teconcile the complainants one to another; and
wrot® with this view the following: letters :—

~ To the Right Honpurable Lord MACARTNEY.
Fort William, 21st March, 1782.
My Lord,—I have derived the highest satisfaction
from the receipt of your letter of the 2d ultimo, by the
B2
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’
hands of Mr. Staunton. Iam truly sensible of the fgree

of your Lordship’s sentiments in my favoyr when I

cansider that, in the most arduous and critical situatien
of affairs under your Government, you hage depgived

yourself of the able assistance of your confidential .

secretary for my ease and information. The impression
which so flattering a mark of your Lordship’s attegtmon
has made upon my mind, I will not attempt to describe,

persuaded that Mr. Staunton has observed, 8nd will do |

justice to them. I will content myself with simply
making you my warmest acknowledgments. I have
endeavoured to give effect to your Lordship’s design
in this ingenuous proceeding by the most free and un-
reserved communication of ey sentiments to pr.
Staunton yipon every subjeet which you have charged
him with, and T trust that they are such as will con-
vince your Lordship of the anxious desire which I have
to co-operate with you firmly and liberally for the secu-
rity of the Carnatic, for the support of your authority,
and for the honour of your administration, by every aid
which this Government and my personal influence can
afford.

I refer your Lordship to Mr. Staunton for the detdl
and vesult of the long and frequent conveysations
which we have had ; he will give you complgse informa-
tion, and I hope as complete satisfaction on every Deinds
which has been in discussion. '

I am persuaded that, after those clear explanatidns
which have now taken place, no future interruption will
happen to that mutual good understanding and cor=-,
diality with which our correspondence commenced, and
I begsleave to assure your Lordship that few things are
more the objects of my wishes than to preserve and
improve this harmony for the protection and advance-
ment of the important interests committed to our
charge. I have the honour to be, with the highest
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eszgem, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient and
Jmost faitlzful humble servant.

To Lieut.-Gen. Sir Evre Coorg, K.B.
(] L
* Fort William, 21st March, 1782,

.Dear Sir,—The public letters which you will have
refefved from this Government since Mr. Graham’s
arval will have convinced you of my particular and
ready desite to afford you every support which could be
ghven to you by the influence of this Government, nor
has that of the other members of it been less zealous
for the same effect. You will have perceived that we
have confined our interposition to influence only. The
remon, and that whiclf operated with greatest force
on my mind was, that the tone of authority would but
have given offence, and perhaps excited defiance, and
though the Court of Directors have empowered us to
issue our orders to the other presidencies, and have
commanded them to ¢b®y us, yet as they have given us
no power to enforce our orders, the obedience which
may be paid to them remains as optional as the com-
pliance which they might have given to our advice,
before we were invested with this extraordinary charge.
The president and select committee are possessed of
our full sem¢iments on the points which you have spe-
:8iﬁeal]‘y referred to us, and it is at their peril if they
refusg to conform to them.

Notwit®standing your pointed reference to us of the
subject of cattle, and its essential consequence to every
wnovement of your army, I own that I felt a repugnance
at the interference of this Government in a point of
such inferior detail ; but this sensation was muéh re-
moved by Lord Macartney himself, who had instructed
Mr. Staunton to consult me upon the subject. From
the charges of oppression and venality which have been
publicly and universally thrown on some of his prede«
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cessors, great allowances must be made for his Lq;d-
ship’s apprehensions of the consequences which everys,
act of apparent violence may produce on his reputatian,
and I have no doubt that he will be equgtlly pleased -
and relieved by the oplmon which we have given upon
this subject, for it is impossible that he should have
any other doubt or scruple respecting 1t. 1f the service
should require the appropriation of every bullock in ¢he
Carnatic to save it from impending destru®tion, none
but a visionary casuist, and he must be far removed
from any interest in it, would seriously object to 1t
The same principle will equally apply to every othér
exigency of the war, and more especially to your par-
ticular command, which we hase said ought to be gn-
limited both in its place and operations. We have
exacted from the select committee, as far as we could
exact it, their fullest confidence in your conduct, and
their assured sanction to all your acts.

That liberal allowance whicle we have recommended
to them to give, I should recommend to you to assume
in every case which falls under our description of the
necessity requiring it; that is, to repeat the words of
our letter, the conciliation of the dependant chiefs of
the Carnatic, the acceptance of terms offered By those
of the enemy, and in general such other acfs as do not
fall within the express line of military command;duds
which may contribute to the success of its operatioms,
either by adding strength to our arms, or weakeni'ng
those which may be opposed to them. And I believe
I may venture to say that such would have been thg,
terms of our letter to you, dictated for. the purpose
of removing the restraints which your late difference
with the government of Fort St. George might induce
you to impose on your conduct, but for our apprehen-
sion that both its construction and operation, if our
sentiments were conveyed in an official form, would
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codradict and defeat the conciliatory spirit which has
dictated the mode of interference which we have
«adopted. o
: 1 can readily believe that it must be foreign from
your avishes+#o add to your, unavoidable vexations any
gwounds of contest with the government of Fort St.
Geor(re, to which you arc not compelled by some very
stlong necessity.  But in a service of such hazard as
}ours, mayy cases must occur to which the regular
! powers of your command may not be competent, for
which no provision has been made, which will not wait
far express instructions, or which may be defeated of
their objects by communication. These may be of the
most important consequence, and perhaps such as may
dede on the existence®ot the Company’s interests in
the Carnatic. In every such case I must suppose that
you would act by the inherent authority of your general
trust, and that the Government under which you act
would ratify it. I understand that opportunities have
occurred, and it is suff®ient for the application of the
principle which 1 have recommended that such may
occur, of reconciling and binding the Polygars and
gther dependant chiefs of the Carnatic to our interest
by concesgions pledged to them under a guarantee in
which they could confide; of offers made by men of
jligh, comMand in the service or dependant on the
* enemy, of engagements for money or provisions on
specrﬁed conditions ; of districts either newly recovered
or unprovided of agents, for the sccurity of their reve-
nue, and too 1emote for their timely appointment in the
*regular mode. These are instances which occur to my
recolrectxon} of such a necessity as I have supposed
would warrant your acting without express instri#tions,
and bind the Government of *Madras to ratify and
confirm it. But even these may require for your com-
plete justification, both that they should be combined
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with such other circamstances as will form the necessity
of a discretionary latitude, and that the mode in which
it is exercised should be in itself unexceptipnables
Neither could this Government prescribe on points of,
such nice distinction, nor wxll they admitof a specxﬁ-.
cation. They are in their nature contingent and inde-
finite.

I fecl that I write under a check that will not 2w *
me the free expression of my decided judggnent, for I *
am imperceptibly led to advise caution, where I had\
intended to excite confidence and decision. I will
therefore close the subject by assuring you that you
cannot possess the confidence of this Government in a
greater degree than that which it is already disposed
to give you ; but youimmediately depend upon anofher
Government, whose actions we have no power to con-
trol, and whose confidence we should wish, even if we
had that power, to flow spontaneously to you, rather
than that it should be yielded to our authority, or to
the compulsion of necessity. I®am afraid I must speak
plainer to be clearly understood. In a word, if I
myself stood alone in the charge of the government of
Fort St. George, I would give you an unboundeg
liberty of action, or if I had not given it, angd you had
assumed it, I would approve or ratify your assumption
of it. But in the application of this doctrité to othersy,
who will judge for themselves, and have a mght to *
judge for themselves, I am fearful of saymg what-thgy
should give, or you should take, lest my oplmon, which
cannot operate as authority, should prove the occasion,
of fresh differences, and draw on me the 1mputat10n of *
having excited them, in contradiction of fy professed
desue\)f reconciling those which have already arisen.

1 have but a word to say upon the allusion which you
make in the beginning of your letter to the long inter-
mission which has happened in our correspondence. 1
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willbown that I could not but regret that while I was
labouring to afford you all theaids of this Government,
ﬁ\y intentiens, even in the very instances in which I had
Jbeeh impelled by the most Afriendly consideration for
Four neputatéon, scarce less than for the public service,
wewe either misrepresented or misconstrued as injurious
to yoi. How you could credit such a suggestion I

* carthot conceives But I have made allowances. Its
dmptession jon my feelings, though not slight, was
transient, and you have done me justice in the con-
viction which you express that it has produced no
cessation in my zealous endeavours for the general
success of our affairs; for perhaps you are the only

® man now on earth from whom I could sustain personal
griePances, and not only. forgive them, but allow him
to extort from me my applause, and even my esteem
for his public virtues. Your exertions and sacrifices
have been such as exceed any credit which could have
been given you for them, or could have been expected
from any man.

You are already so fully informed on other points by
the letters of the Board, that I will not add to the
leggth of this by repeating them, further than to refer
you to Mr. Graham, to whom, considering him as
your confidential agent, I have explained my sentiments
in the,fulledt manner upon every point relative to the
pub.ﬁc affairs, and our objects in them upon which you
can.desire to be informed, and I trust to his compre-
hension and judgment for the faithful repetition of
them. [ have the honour to be, dear Sir, &e.

* The results of this reference to the Supreme
Government were so far advantageous, that Rord
Macartney and his colleagues in office gave way ;
and the Genera] was enabled, so soon as the return
of dry weather would allow, to take the field again
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with powers considerably enlarged. It cannot’ be
said, however, that the campaign of 1782 was ig
any respect a glorious one. 'The British army,
still laboured to a fearful extent undes the odisad-"
vantage of inadequate means of transport, witile
the whole country within which its operations day, «
was a desert. Perhaps, too, Admiral Souffrein,
however inferior to Sir Edward Hugﬁes in seas
manship, at least equalled his gallant adversary in
activity and mental resources ; by which meahs

-

large reinforcements of French troops made good
their landing, and the impértant fortress of Prin-
comalee was lost. The English, on the other
hand, were not successful in an attempt to sﬁrprise
Arnee, within which a large amount of Hyder’s
treasure was deposited. ° They fought but a
doubtful battle in its neighbourhood, and sustained
the loss of a regiment of European cavalry, which
was drawn into an ambuscade and destrgyed, on
the march back to Madras. Moreover it was at
this juncture that the General, made aware of the
treaty into which the Bengal government had ven’
tered with the Mahrattas, endeavoured, by threafen-
ing Hyder with an attack from that quarter, o
lead him into negociations for peace 3 a procgeding
whieh was greatly blamed by the civil authorities
as an encroachment on their privileges ; and which,
not, as was insinuated, without some secret inter-
ference on their parts, led to nothing. Finally,
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aftdr various encounters at sea, and marches and
gouﬁtermq,rches on shore, the former in no instance
.decisive, the latter harassing and unsatisfactory to
.those.engaged in them, the army returned in Sep-
tefnber to its cantonments at Madras; where the
» General, having sustained two shocks of paralysis,
sgave up th.e command, and set out soon afterwards
*fo; Bengal. .
, And now, before I proceed to describe the con-
sequences of this unfortunate event, or to follow
® up the progress of the war to its termination, it
may be well if I insert one or two specimens of
the sort of correspondence which the Governor-
general kept up all this while with his public
and private agents in vauous parts of the world.
Let it be borne in mind that India was not then,
as it is now, subject, either directly or indirectly,
throughout its length and breadth, to British in-
fluences Native powers there were in every quar-
ter indepgndent, and jealous one of another; to
ﬁresél ve peace among whom was a point of scarcely
les’s importance to the Company than to hinder
them frof combining for the destruction of the
English.  Accordingly, residents were stationed
at thecourts of Hyderabad, Naugpoor, and Poonah,
not less, as a matter of course, than at Luckeow ;
while Delhi itself, in spite of the decay of the
Mogul power, was not overlooked. For the King’s
great supporter, Nudjeff Cawn, was dead ; many
powerful chiefs were intriguing to receive the
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vacant honour, while the Mahrattas strove to wiing
from the King’s weakness a grant of terrifory;
which would have brought them into ;iarfgerous.
and inconvenient proximity with the Englishy, At®
Delhi, therefore, as well as at the other capitals,
Mr. Hastings was determined to estabhsh aeresi- o
dent, through whom he might be mfoxmed' of,
events as from day to day they befel, and to whoms
he might trust for the proper maintenance of
British interests. , *

I subjoin a few specimens of the manner in e
which this important spedies of correspondence
was carried on. Mr. Hastings’s letters are never,
as will be seen, formal or stately. They are, on
the contrary, open, frank, and friendly ; indeed, it
was a marked feature in his tharacter that no man
ever served under him, and did his duty, but that
he succeeded ere long in establishing a strong
claim on his personal regard. Mr. Holland, fo
whom the following are addressed, was the gen-
tleman whom the Madras government thou glt, ﬁt
to remove ; but who was contmued at Hydel:abad
by the authority of the Supreme Court? and did
good service there. .

L]
To Joun Horraxp, Esq. . *

Fort William, 6th March, 1782,

Sir,—A letter which I had the pleasure to receive
from you, dated, as I believe, the 5th of December,
1780, or written about that time, contained the detail
of a conversation which you had with the Nabob
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Nizam-ul-Moolk upon the subject of the confederacy
which had been formed against our nation, and of
whigh in the conversation he acknowledged himself to
have been the author, justifying it on the prmc1ples
of scft-defence, and charging Sir Thomas Rum-.
bold with having compelled him to it by his threats,

» ang agtual infringements of the treaty subsisting be-
twegn him and the Company. Your letter was laid
'before the Board, but by some accident has been mis-
laid, as neither the ougmal nor duphcate after a long
search can be found in the office. I shall esteem my-
self greatly obhged to you if you will send me an

o attested copy of it in duplicate, as it is of the utmost
consequence to the defgnce of my public character
against the attempts which have been made in Eng-
land to charge me with having been the occasion of
the present war in the Carnatic. What I recollect of
the Nizam’s declarations is so full and absolute a con-
futation of that aspersiory, that I believe it will require
no other. I am, with great esteem, Sir, yours, &ec.

To the same.
L) Calcutta, 14th March, 1782.

Sir,—! have just received your favour of the Sth
instant, and.all the preceding in their order, with (as
,I" believe) all their duplicates. The reports of the
Bertar agents are absolutely false, and appear to be as
contrary te the policy of their master, who is himself
no less anxious than your Nabob to obtain possession
of the person of Ragonaut Row.

Having committed the charge of the treaty for peace
with the Peishwa to Mr. Anderson with full powvers,
and Mahdajee Sindia having also received full powers
for the same purpose from the Peishwa, it is unneces-
sary, and might tend to impede the effect of their
commissions, were we to make his highness acquainted
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with any of the points of our positive instructions,' or
to give him an effective participation in the neg0c1a-
tion. Yet I think it may be of use to undecefve h1m
upon the points which he has supposed us dxsposed tas
yield, whether the supposition be his own, or the sug-
gestion of others. You may therefore affirm on the
surest authority that we never will consent to deliger a
up Ragonaut Row to any one, or to do%iny act that shall,
abridge his personal liberty ; that we will enot surren-,
der Salsette ; that we will not pay a single rupee either
as an mdemmﬁcatmn for the expenses of the war, as a
restitution of revenue, or on any other ground ; nor that
we will subject the Company to the chout or any other
tax or tribute. With respect, to the last article, you
may qualify the assertion, by supposing a bare possi-
bility of it in the event of his abandoning us, and com-
pelling us to purchase an alliance as a counterpoise to
his power if opposed to us. Though T express such a
supposition, it is so inconsistgnt with his wisdom, his
interest, and his good faith, that the improbability of
it places it almost beyond the bounds of possibility.
You will be pleased to observe that I have confined
these negative assertions to the three points contained
in your letter, it being unnecessary to add what reso-
lutions have been formed on others which are not
objects with the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn. *e b

Mr. Holland was as yet comparatively a stnariger
to Mr. Hastings ; Mr. Chapman was not ; and
hence the difference of tone observable in the let-
ters addressed to each. Yet in the fosmer instance,
not Yess than in the latter, a spirit of kindness and
personal interest is shown, which could hardly fail
of insuring the zealous co-operation of the indi-

vidual who was its object. It was Mr. Chapman’s
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duty, on the other hand, to conciliate and manage

éhe Court of Berar, which the interference of
Smdla in adJustlng the Mahratta peace, had con-
SIdeIably disconcerted.  Let the subjoined "tell
their own tale ; for they are selected at random
frz)_m. many mare which relate to the same subject.

L)
To Cuarres Cuarman, Esq.

Fort William, 9th March, 1783,
o Sir,—I have received yours of the 15th and 16th
ultimo. I have but one answer to the Rajah’s mes-
sage, and that he has repeatedly reccived with full
replies to all his letters.’

I made advances to Mahdajee Sindia by the advice
of Moodajee. It produced an immediate treaty of
peace with Sindia separately, and a general cessation
of hostilities. It has since produced a treaty with the
Peishwa, which has beéh ratified on both sides, and is
doubtlesgiby this time interchanged, as the 24th of
the last month was appointed for that final ceremony.
On what grounds can I now depart from it, or Moodajee
1equ1re, it? I have declared him to be the prime
mover of this negociation. Is it his wish that I should
break the treaty Wlth which it has terminated, and say
that this also was by his advice? If I could submit to
practlse so weak and faithless a policy, what credit
would he give to my professions of friendship towards
bimself? Besides, you may assure him that the con-
sequences would be fatal to myself in the punishment
which the jugtice of my country would inflict on me for
the violation of'its faith. .

In a word, I shall ever consider Moodajee as the
friend of the English nation, to whom I first made him
known, and in whose favour have exacted its gratitude
for the instances which I have experienced of his attach-

21369 P
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[ 4
ment to its interests. But as I never depart from the
path which I have once chosen, and as 1 have never yeg
committed or countenanced a breach of engagement, 1
must adhere to those which T have concluded wuh thes
Peishwa and Mahdajee Sindia, and as he was the
original author of both, I expect his support of both.
I'am, Sir, your most obedient servant.

To the same.

Fort William, 9th March, 1783,
My dear Chapman,—I am sorry to perceive the
great alteration which has taken Place in the disposi-
tion of the Naugpoor government to ours, and that
you have experienced the effegts of it so sensibly in its
present treatment of you. Be patient: pay no unbe-
coming court or submission to any; nor seem fo per-
ceive any cause for resentment, unless the provocation
be such as you cannot pass without notice. If they
talk of your leaving them, acquiesce; and rather de-
mand your dismission than stay with indignity: but
do not, I repeat, too precipitately construe i# I caunot
account for the present appearances, either in thischange
of temper in Moodajee nor in the uncommon spirit Gf
procrastination which has prevailed in obstrucfing the
ratification of the treaty, although the Mahrattas are
more noted for this quality than any other na’udn.oxr
earth. Endeavour to discover the grounds of 1t'at

your court. . .

One specimen more I feel myself called upon b,
give, of the style, rather than of the matter, of Mr.
Hasthgs’s Indian correspondence. The following
is addressed to a gentleman who, in consequence
of certain changes introduced into the manner of
providing the Company’s investments, had com-



1~

MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 17

pl(uned to the Govexnm-oeneml oi 'rha heavy losses
: T iy

té whlqh he was exposed.

. e . To Simeox Droze, Esq.
SR . Wednesday.
S1r,——I am sorry that T have kept you so long in
#suspeflse; but I have had more to say in answer to
your letter than could be comprised in a written reply,
solicited as T am by the incessant and present calls of
other affairs. I am, I know not how, the only respon-
sihle man to individuals, as I am, of course, principally
responsible to the Company for the success of this
sundertaking. Every person whose interest is affected
by it looks with resentmeht to me as the author, and I
fear none make distinctions of times or of circum-
stances, but all claim as a right the same emoluments
to be drawn out of the new investment, as they pri-
vately and unconfessedly drew from the regular in-
vestment, without 1‘egara to the public distress, to
the Company’s wants, or to the personal hazard to
which the members of this Government, and myself
especially, are exposed, by so daring an innovation.
When thg produce of the investment yiclded the pro-
prictors of India stock their dividends, the interme-
dlate profits’ which it afforded were subjects of envy to
many of mere speculation to others, but of real concern
to ngne.  The produce of the present investment must
go Wholly to the payment of the bills which were
granted for the money which was raised to provide it,
(wholly, I say, for little of the little surplus will go to
the proprietord.) Their dividends will be stopped,
and the whole body will be in arms upon so tryind® an
occasion. They will be told, and, true or not, it is
universally belicved, that every article of the invest-
ment is provided for the Company at 30 or 40, and
even 50 per cent. beyond its real cost; this difference

VOL. IIL. . . ‘ c
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will be stated (not true) as a clear profit to the Board ®
of Trade, and a comparison will be drawn between
their situation and that of their principals. <Thg al-
vantages of the plan will be ovexlooked, it will hg
imputed to the worst motives, and myself dnd my’
colleagues shall be charged with the whole guilt, *be-
cause we were the authors of if. Punishmests, for
collective acts generally stop at the Thost conspmuous
actors, and 1 shall probably be sacrificedsfor the sake
of example, and my name and fortune blasted and
ruined.

After this statement I leave the application to me'
candour. If you reply, that all your hopes after twenty g
years’ service must end in «isappointment, and the
prospects of irretrievable indigence, you may hurt me
by the reproach, but I cannot reply to it. I cannot
affirm, though on the strongest conviction, that you
have yet a fair prospect of a reasonable subsistence ;
that much more moderate mates will leave you still a
profit of which our employersin England would grudge
you the attainment. You may have yeats of service
yet to come, which will yield you a compensation for a
present and temporary forbearance ; and a forbearaftce
of what? of advantages which were unknoW¥n to the
service till lately, though now become the rlghts of
office. I have passed some years on the spot of whmh
you have now the first charge, and in my you‘a(rel
days held for some time the charge of the chiefship,
though not the name; and I can safely swear, that I
neither gained, nor looked to gain, a rupee from ffhe
investment itself. My profits arose fsom a different
sovece. I do notemecan to express a wish that the
service should return exactly to the same situation, and
I am aware that the change of circumstances has made
it difficult to draw a comparison between the means of
profit which were offered at that time and those of the
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pr(:sent but I affirm that a wide difference ought tobe
made between a time of distress and a season of pros-
perity *between an unpopular and desperate expedient,
avhich  pothing but success can prevent from falling,
Wlth the most dreadful vengeance, on the heads of its
prOJector, (I will no longer use the plural number,)
» angd the ordinary, process and return of a trade which,
J40 the worst management of it, gratified all the ex-
.pecta‘aons dof its proprietors. Let me add something
inemy own behalf. I think I hgve not shown myself
any enemy to the Company’s servants. My enemies
charge the reverse to me as a crime; I hope you have
» never found me adverse to your interests or wishes.
Place a slight and temporary difference of private in-
terest in one scale, and my ruin and disgrace in the
other, and let your own justice determine whether you
shall add or diminish the weight of the first.

U now answer particular points of your letter. I
doubt whether I can hohourably tell you the specific
rates of the proposals whickwere tendered to me, since
they were entrusted to me for the use of the proposers,
and it would be an abuse of confidence to make the
cdhditions the ground of your own defeat, nor, I ap-
prehend, *will it be necessary. I have seen others yet
much below: these, and I know the general estimate
of them. You have better opportunitics of attaining
the $ame knowledge.

You have the Board’s general opinion of the pre-
ference which ought to be given to the Company’s
servants; and especially members of the Board of
Trade. .

1 have but one word more. If you propose fuch
terms as will warrant their acceptance, and such I
meant when I gave you similar assurances in our last
conversation, I am myself disposed, and have no doubt
of the like disposition in my colleagues, to give my

c2
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assent unheSItatlnrrly and without looking too nemly
to comparisons for their instant acceptance.

1 have said but a very small part of what Ieel,on
this subject. I wish that you may see what I hava’
said through its proper medium. If you do 'not a
volume of reasonings will pass discoloured to your
judgment of it.—I am, &ec.
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CHAPTER II.

Intelligence of the pugceedings at Home reaches Caleutta—Correspondence
with Lord Shelburne and Major Scott,

Ix the midst of cares and anxieties such as these,
when every thought of his heart was devoted to
the public service, Mr. Hastings received from
home intelligence of ghe proceedings which had
been taken, as well in the House of Commons as
in the Court of Directors, against himself. The
news was not very gratifying, neither had it the
effect of encouraging ehim to further exertions in
so thanklessea cause: yet there was a principle
within which enabled him to bear up against it;
and he determined to persevere in his own course,
becaus® he knew that it was the best. It was
impossible; however, that he should refrain from
.éivjng vent to his indignation in the letters which
nogiced these attacks, and set his own conduct in its
proper light. Nevertheless the most vehement of
them all proves,that motives infinitely Vsuperior to.
those of perfonal feeling swayed him; and tjat if
ambition were in any degree the cause of his ad-
herence to office, it was ambition of the purest and
noblest kind. He desired to win a lofty reputa-
tion for himself, by bestowing important benefits on,
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his country. Lord Shelburne’s accession to power
had just been communicated to Wn when
following was written,

To the Right Honourable the Earl of SHELBURNE.
Fort William, 12th December, 1782

My Lord,—I have had the honour t@receive a Tetfer
from your Lordship by the hands of Mr. Dunkin; to
whom I have given such assurances of my desire jo'
promote his interests as my great respect for your
Lordship’s recommendation required; and I shall Be
happy if 1 can afford him a more substantial proof
of it. .

I return your Lordship many thanks for the pro-
fessions of esteem which you have done me the honour
to make to me. Iread them with a pleasure not, I own,
unmixed, and should at this time feel less embarrass-
ment in my acknowledgment of them were your Lord-
ship’s situation now the same as it was when they were
written. You are in a condition too elevated, and my
relation to it is too dependant, to allow me to distin-
guish between the sensations excited by my own im
terest and the pride of being so honourablyenoticed
by a person of your Lordship’s eminent talents and
virtues. Yet I think that my veneration for you¥
Lordship’s character has not always been accompanied'
by the same grounds for imputing it to an unbecoming
bias, if a wish to obtain the support of your authority
in my public station can be ranked under such a con-
struction. T think not; for I can truly declare that T
do ngf wish to hold my place longer than the duration
of the present scene of multiplied warfare; and so far
I am most perfectly disinterested. -

Permit me, my Lord, to add, that I shall be most
happy if I may profit by the favourable sentiments
which you have entertained of me, so far as to be
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honoured with your friendship, when all my views of
ambltlon and fortune are closed ; and in the mean time
I will § promise you that you shall see nothing in my
“wondugt that,shall discredit your present opinion of it.

J shall now address your Lordship in your minis-

terial character.

*It % now morg than two months singe the news arrived
sof the severe censures passed upogdhy conduct by the
«Secret Committeeof the House of Commons,and this was

speedily followed by the intelligence of the subsequent
resolution of the House of Commons for my dismission
from office. It is unfortunate for the public welfare
that this act, if it is to prove effectual, did not reach
us in its complete state? and that my removal and the
effective succession could not take place in the same
instant with the denunciation of the former. This
Government subsists more by the influence of public
opinion than by its real power or resources; and it
never required the suppdrt of that credit (1 had almost
said delusion) so much as at this time, in which all its
exertions are required for the desperate support of the
Calnatlc A more important negociation, likewise, has
Deen foy some months depending for a new connexion
with the Mahratta state, and for its alliance against the
mvadpr of the Carnatic. I had entertained the most
.sanguine expectations of the event, which has only
been .retarded by the mutual jealousy of the different
powels who are intercsted in it, each aspiring to be
the principal, and opposing it as the act of a rival. 1
mow greatly fear the reverse. Think, my Lord, of the
English newdpapers and Leyden gazettes cir cu]atlng
through every state in Furope, and every Eurbpean
colony in Asia, the suspension of the powers of the first
British Government in India, at a period such as the
present, in the express words of the resolution of the
House of Commons; and a French emissary at Poona
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in possession of such an instrument to work on the
procrastinating spirit of the Mahrattas! '

I have not seen the reports of the Secret Commlt’sce
but I have read the resolutions which glosed thema'
and boldly venture to assure your Lordship that élther
the former consist of partial selections, or they are
most positive and direct evidences of the oppositesof
every resolution -’ich was professctf to be formed
upon them, and wif¢h contains my condemhation. As
your Lordship must be in possession of the reports,
and has been minutely informed of the train of evenfs
and measures which have passed since the commence-
ment of my Government, I will avail myself of the
credit which I believe I possess with your Lordship
for veracity, and of the sure means which you have of
detecting me if I part from it, by affirming, without
reference to a long train of argument to prove it, that
I have never in a single instance broken the faith of a
treaty, or deserted or injured the interests of the Com-
pany; that I have never sacrificed the honour of my
nation; that I had no more concern in the origin and
commencement of the Mahratta war than the Lord
Advocate of Scotland; that it began without n®
knowledge; that it was resumed not only witflout my
Lnowledo*e, but on principles as adverse to.ame as the
Mabhrattas ; that I supported the government of Bomi)ay
in the prosecution of their first plan with money, With'
a powerful military aid, and (I confess) with cnc®u-
ragement; and I believe it is generally understood
that if the detachment sent from Bengal had ndf
seasonably arrived for their salvation, that presidency
was ®st ; its credit, and with it our military reputation,
were utterly ruined. We retrieved both; we in our
turn reduced the Mahratta state to a condition which,
but for the calamities which ensued in the Carnatic
would have enabled us to command a peace on our
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own terms, and that was the only issue of the war that
L.looked for. T affirm also, my Lord, that the invasion
of the €arnatic was not caused by the Mahratta war,
ut by, the known weakness of the Carnatic, the dissi-
pation® of its forces, its poverty, caused by private
cmbezzlement, and by a great confederacy formed
againet all the British governments in India, a con-
federacy which %as the avowed act of the Nabob
Nizam Ally Cawn, and declared by him to have been
prempted by a consideration for his own security
against the menaced hostilities of the presidency of
Fort St. George; that his reliance on the faith and
justice of this Government had induced him to with-
hold his support of the cgnfederacy ; that my influence
with the government of Berar withdrew that member
of it; and that a diversion, projecteds by me, opposed
by Mr. Francis, and enforced by violence, both deprived
it of its most active member (Hyder excepted), and
produced a general peasge with the Mahrattas. In a
word, my Lord, the Mahratta war was the war of the
presidency of Bombay and of the Court of Directors.
The prosecution ‘of it was mine, and the Mahratta
pace is exclusively mine. Forgive me the boast when
I add th&t I have been the instrument of rescuing one
p.residency-ﬁ'om infamy, and both from annihilation;
mded8sperate as the affairs of the Carnatic arc, if my
hamtls are not tied or enfeebled, I will yet be a contri-
buter to its ultimate preservation.

I fear to load your Lordship with papers, but T may
pfesume to refer you to such as arc material in the
despatehes which will come officially into your pos-
session, and therefore 1 beg leave to recommend to
your Lordship's attention as a part of the means by
which the great aids have been furnished which we
have been enabled to afford to Bombay and Fort St.
George, an account and explanation of the extraordi-
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[
nary resources of this Government which were created
in the course of the last two years, consisting Tn an
increase of revenue, a diminution of charges®of 'col-
lection, a reduction in the eost of the inyestmeypt, an®’
above all, a new fund, which my colleagues, a'gaipst
their declared judgments, permitted me to form on my
own separate responsibility, which, without terfitory, o
the eclat of conquest, or the addition of military esta-,
blishments, already yields more than fifty lacs of
rupees. I have an infinite pleasure in testifying®to
your Lordship that I owe-the success of this plan o
the incomparable industry and ability of the person
whom I chose as an essential part of it for its exe-
cution, the son of my late and most valued friend, Mr.
Vansittart.

Your Lordshif will hear that we have waited these
six months for the ratification of the Mahratta treaty,
and probably that the Mahrattas were forming designs
to invade us, for such reports®are always fabricated on
the eve of every despatch. I will assure your Lord-
ship that no such designs exist in any known founda-
tion, and that peace is as durably established with the
Mahrattas as if it had received every possible sanction
that the most powelful guarantees, or all the obliga-
tions of religion, could give it. The principal, Mdhd&JQe
Sindia, is bound by interest to support it, and® the.
state exists by his power. The chief of Beray com-
plains that he is not a party, and has written to®me
that he will obtain the instant accomplishment of the
treaty, if I will constitute him the guarantee in the
place of Mahdajec Sindia. The Nabob Nizam Ally
Cawn, in all the pride of a descendant of the great
Nizam Al Moolk, indignantly resents the neglect
shown to the sovereign of Deccan, who alone has autho-
rity to regulate all its interests, still professing, but
with more reserve, the same conciliating disposition; and
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Nanna Furneess, though the titular ruler of the Mah-
mttas, yet possessing no support in himself, hesitates
througlf fear of the other parties. In the mean time,
e presidency of Bombay is in the actual collection of
a ;evénue yielding, by :their account, fifty lacs of
rupees, which they must restore when the treaty is
¢ ratefiet]; and to balance this advantage, we are deprived,

by the indecision of the minister, of the assistance of
the Mahratths against Hyder, who has usurped a ter-
ritéry of near eighty lacs from them, and they are as
impatient to reclaim it as we are to gain their co-ope-
ration.

e I forbear to speak of the affairs of the Carnatic; Sir
Eyre Coote is with us, bu¢ his constitution is so broken
that I fear for his existence. Yet infirm as he is, he
is our only resource, and his presence would yet
retrieve the miserable state of the Carnatic, even
though he should be deprived of the powers of motion.
He is willing and someftmes impetuous in his resolu-
tion to return thither. He has infinite merit for his
exertions, and he cannot have a better testimony than
mine, for e has never been over-partial to me.

°1 knoy not-in what direction the tide of populal
prejudicés may have run when the mews arrived in
Fogland of-my transactions during the last year at
,Ben'cues, but in the fear of misrepresentation and of
misconstruction, T made out an early report of it for
the Smmediate information of this Council, and joined
to_the report all the vouchers and attestations which
could confirm the truth of it. For the same reason I
have caused asnumber of printed copies to be made of
it, and one of these I have directed my agent, Major
Scott, to present to your Lordship. I entreat that
you will honour it with your acceptance, and that you
will bestow an early half hour of your leisure to read
it. Allow, my Lord, this kind indulgence to the soli-
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citude which T feel to preserve your good opinion ; for
even your Lordship’s candour may not be Pr oof ag‘ain.st
suggestions fortified by the general opinions which
are entertained against great revolutions. 1 f.rust )
my narrative for my clezu acquittal of any crimipal
imputation; and I solemnly asure your Lordship that
I neither added a rupee to my fortuneby the exclrsion, v
nor ever intended it. I could in truth add that I am =
sufferer by it. .

It may perhaps prove a gratification of curiosity to
your Lordship to receive a book which is in every pmo-
cess of it the manufacture of this country.

While I am writing 'this, I have received a letter @
from Major Scott, dated the 30th Jume, in which he
mentions it to be the expressed injunction of- your
Lordship’s friends, communicated to mine, that I
should continue to exert myself for the public service,
without suffering myself to be influenced by any dis-
couraging reports, of whatever authority, from Eng-
land. While I offer my grateful acknowledgments
for this fresh instance of your Lordship’s favourable
disposition, I beg leave to assure you that I'shall most
literally fulfil your commands, which have added fo
my confidence, but not to my determination,” to per-
severe consistently in one line of conduct,from whnh
I have never suffered myself to deviate under the w‘brs’c
denunciations of public disgrace and dismission, ‘nor
ever shall, while I am not disabled by them from %he
power of discharging my duty with effect to the Com-
pany and my country. I am certain that I shall be
honoured with your Lordship’s most strenuows and
effectqpal support, if you can give it without a sacrifice
of more important interests; but I can well conceive
situations of things which may compel even your
judgment, however repugnant to your inclinations, to
make the little interest which the public may have in
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my continuance in office, yield to higher acquisitions.
a stch a case I shall submit to my lot with cheerful-
nese, atd still retain the duc sense of your Lordship’s
geedness This only I beg of your Lordship, that you
will ot suffer my chanctel to be blackened by cri-
minal accusations, nor joined with the names of others
wigh whom it never had a connexion, nor my peace of
Jnind wounded, &nd my influence blasted with official
reproaches and invectives, by those who may seek my
removal. These indignities I have borne during a
lopg period of time, because the state over which I
preside could bear it. It is no longer in a condition
» to sustain the depreciation of its executive member,
and in such a case 1 ghould consider myself as a
noxious incumbent on it. I will further declare that
I cannot act ecffectually with a mere negative suf-
ferance; I stand in need of the confidence and support
of those under whose authority I act, most publicly
bestowed. If on these ®onditions I cannot remain, I
declare it to be my wish to be honourably relieved ;
and if such be your Lordship’s commands, I thus for-
mally and previously assure your Lordship that they
1®w have, and shall receive, my most willing submis-
sion, acquiescence, and concurrence.

, I most dicartily congratulate your Lordship on the
ﬂe\w and elevated d1gn1ty which I hear his Majesty
“has® been pleased to confer upon you, and unite my
wishes to those of thousands who feel for the prosperity
of the British nation, that it may long enjoy the benefit
-of your Lordship’s administration. I have the honour
to be, with the greatest respect, my Lord, your Lord-
ship’s most obliged and faithful servant. .

P.S.—T cannot close this letter without expressing
to your Lordship the great satisfaction which 1 feel
in my colleagues, men of uncxampled benevolence and
equality of temper, of uncommon but different talents,

L
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and all warmed with a cordial affection to each other,
and a confidence in mine to them, and in my experieng &
and integrity. Of these your Lordship will be-please
to know that I place a particular confidence 111 Mx’
Macpherson, from whose act1v1ty of mind and pleasant~
ness of manners, no less than in an exact concurrence
of sentiment formed perhaps on a mutual comanypi-
cation of some years, I have derived® the most useful,
assistance when I was in a state of health which very,
much required it, and which might have proved fatal
had it reduced me to leave the administration in the
hands of men adverse to each other, or to my own
general line of conduct. To the effects of the same
cause and continual interruptjon, I beg your Lordship
to attribute the length of this letter, which with more
leisure I should have endeavoured to comprise within
a more reasonable compass, and to have given it the
same materials of information.
L ]
The same ship which carried the above conveyed

to Major Scott a long letter, in which most of the
topics touched upon in Mr. Hastings’s commung
cations to Liord Shelburne are noticed atelength.

In this he speaks bitterly of the probable eﬁ”ects of
the circulation through India of the resolut{ons.
hostile to himself, and makes no seeret of his gpn-
tempt for the qualifications of the individuals by
whom it was proposed to supersede him. e théy
goes on to notice the existing state of the *Mah-
rattd negociations, and says, I am impatient for
the ratification of the Mahratta treaty, only be-
cause others are so. War may be made by one
party only, and best when the other is averse to it.
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Peace must be the work of both. The clamours
for peace have not influenced my conduct, which
Jhas*beén formed on my own principles. I have
ﬁever.’discoVered an impatience, but sometimes
affected an indifference about it. Let new nego-
¢ Cisto®s come, agd avow peace to be their deter-
mination and sole object, and they will revive
p every claim that the composed insolence of Mah-
ratta presumption can devise; namely, Chout,
Ragoba, Salsette, collection of Guzerat, indemnifi-
® cation for expenses of war, acknowledgment of
being aggressors, restoration of Cheyt Sing, Tan-
jore, tribute to Nizam, surrender of Northern
Cirears.”

In like manner he pefers to the arrangements
which had been made for ensuring a continuance of
the Company’s investments ; the addition secured to
the permanent revenue by the salt monopoly ; the
large reductions of expenditure which he or his
colleaguesh,ad been effecting ; ““but which willnow,”
h‘e a?ld's “be suspended till I am more certain of my
fate, Jor I will not ereate enemies in order to
ease the burthens of my successors.” Then passing
orf to the affairs of Oude, he says, “I have sent
Mr. Bristowe to Lucknow. 'This is due to the
authority of the Directors when not inconsistent
with my own; if he does his duty, the superior
advantages he possesses will enable him to restore
the offticers of the Nabob. He cannot make them
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worse than they were made by Mr. Middleton and
Mzr. Johnson.” So also in reference to the Car-
natic, he explains, that all is in confusion tl:erg.
“Lord Macartney has quarrelled with' Sir Fedward
- . » L
Hughes, driven away the old General, writes inso-
lent letters without information, gnd has fhedted,
the Nabob with unparalleled indignitigs.” But if
is unnecessary to go on, inasmuch as the reader will @
find in the following ample information respecting
the political aspect of affairs at the moment. Italso
is addressed to Major Scott.
‘ Fort William, 1st February, 1783,
My dear Scott,—Mr. Berrie is arrived with your
remaining despatches. Nothing could be more satis-
factory. You have far exceeded my most confident
hopes, and bound me yours for ever. 1 beg that you
will make my grateful acknowledgments to Mr. G.
Johnstone. You cannot express them in terms stronger
than the sense which I entertain of what I owe to his
support. This is the second time that he Jas been
the essential and effectual champion of my reputation.
I shall write to him by the Fox now under degpatch.
I send you a copy of our general letter of mtelll(rence.
The great events which it reports are, Ist, the death
of Hyder; 2d, that of his only political em1ss1ry
Nersing ; 3d, the defeat of Tippoo; three fortunpte
coincidences; 4th, the ratification of our treaty with
the WIa,hrattas 5th, Sir Eyre Cootes intention tp
retuln to the coast on the instant of the Medea’s arri-
val; 6th, the appearance of the French squadron and
its departure, I think, to the islands; it has done

little mischief and the last; 7th, arrival of our squa-
dron at Bombay, to be expected back early in March;
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8th, the Bengal detachment now at Guzerat, ordered
to.ret'urn to our own dependencies; 9th, the departure
of @entral Matthews to Angengo. His force united
Wil be 1,500 Jiuropeans and Company’s battalions of
sepgys; 10th, Tippoo’s return to his main army; and
1ith, its junction with the French from Cuddalore.
¢ The 18t must bgymore detailed. The Nabob Wallah
Jaw has preferred a long list of charges against Lord
Macartney. * One that he has granted sunnuds fo the
= collectors in his own name, and without the Nabob's
cogfirmation, in violation of the condition on which the
assignment was granted, and the only mark of sove-
sreignty reserved to the Nabob. 'This is avowed, and
on the weakest grounds.e We have pronounced it a
. breach of our treaty, have ordered the Nabob tobe re-
placed in charge of the revenue, and of his entire au-
thority, and accepfed his engagements to deliver one-
third more of money (with Soucar security) of cattle
and of grain, than Phe afnount received under Lord
Macartney’s administration of the province. If Lord
Macartney refuses, I will move for his suspension, and
expect the Board’s concurrence. Nizam Ally Cawn
dé®ests the Nabob, yet exclaims against our treatment
of him, and Hyder has used it as an argument to deter
others from %connexion with us.

*By Bassalut Jung’s death, Guntoor reverted to the
Com{napy. Lord Macartney proposed to reclaim it;
sent *forces to the frontier, and entered into a nego-
ciation with the son'of Fazil Beg, in actual rebellion
against his master Nizam Ally Cawn. We have
peremptorily forbidden theselect committee to proceed.
We have availed ourselves of the Company’s orderf of
the 11th April, 1781, to invest Sir Eyre Coote with an
absolute command of the forces, and the war in the
Carnatic. His unexampled zeal and past exertions
warrant this: their inactivity requires it. On his de-

VOL. III. _ D
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parture they disbanded the army, dismissed or sepa-
rated -all its followers, and when Hyder died,’ they
could not assemble it. What an advantage Tostd If
Sir Eyre arrives safe, our success is mgrally gertain’

We shall give him ten lacs. Tlppoo s funds tre X"
hausted, the crops have failed in Mysore. The Car-
natic is destitute both of grain and plunde® &Mis
troops discontented, his army reduced, his authority
unsettled, and intrigues suspected. The"French have
no resource, if he abandons them, and if they foow
him, are lost to their national service for ever. The
Mahrattas will certainly attempt to recover the pos-
sessions wrested from them by Hyder, and have pro--
bably begun their operatiens. Bussy was sick at
Mauritins in September, and all his people sick.
Nizam Ally Cawn and Moodajee profess friendship to
us. Nizam Ally isengaged in quelling the rebellion of
Elesham Jung, the son of Fazil Beg, and Mocdajee
sick. Mahdajee Sindia is %rm %nd consistent. He
will prove the best ally we ever had. Remember this.
Our revenue increases: the demands on it are still
large; but we will answer them. Early last year I
projected the revision and correction of our establi®h-

ment. Mr, Macpherson’s illness prevented it. We

began, and I fell sick. Since my recovery, the arrears
of business and Mr. Wheler’s indisposition hmﬁefed
its renewal. I shall propose to resume it as soon as
the Fox is gone, and hope with hard working to afcom-
plish it in two months. A great reduction may be
made, and shall. If I am confirmed and trusted, I
know myself able to restore to this <zovermment its
fofmer abundance, and pay all its debts in two years of
peace; but if 1 am to be still threatened with dis-
mission, my acts reprobated, the whole responsibility
thrown on me with only an equal voice in the Couneil,
I cannot discharge my trust with credit or effect, and
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will relinquish it ; for the season of contention is past.
White f1equently and by the post; direct your letters
to Mr. Latouche, at Bussora. Send no gentlemen
érﬁissari.es T&ey arrive late, and become a perpetual
charge upon me. Present my most grateful respects
to Lord Mansfield. I am in better health than for
gal’ry y%ars past, and Mrs. Hastingg’s is much mended.

he joins in compliments and good wishes. Adieu.
Yeours ever most affectionately.

Lét Mr. Sulivan know that his son and grandson
areeavell. May God bless him.

e There was no proceeding on the part of his
superiors which more effectually roused the in-
~ dignation of Mr, Hastings, than their eagerness
to condemn his line of policy in reference to Be-
nares, of which their own despatches proved that
they were not competent to judge. I subjoin a
letter to Mr. Seott on this head, because it is both
clear in its reasoning, and singularly characteristic
of The wriger.

.. Fort William, 5th February, 1783.

* L]

My Hear Scott,—Again accept my thanks for your
incessant labours in my cause, and, more than all, for
the affection which prompted them. I cannot express
the sgnse which I have of them, but be assured that
they have made an impression on my mind which never
can be effaced while 1 have life.

You have justly observed that itis for my 1eputat10n,
and not for my office, that I am solicitous, or for the
latter only as the first is involved in it. To this let
me add another consideration, which has ever operated,
and shall to the last operate, as a fixed principle on my

. n o
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conduct ; viz., that if I am at length driven o the
mortifying necessity of throwing up the service, it shall
not proceed from personal disgust or resentrhent, but
solely from the united conviction that L canngt retin
it without pubhc ruin and private ignominy. °~

A late occasion had nearly warmed me into a reso-
lution of this kind® As I make it g rule to aflowm
first impulses to cool, T have recovered my correet
judgment upon it, and will wait the issué without amy
predetermination. The circumstance to which I allude
is this:— .

Three days ago I received a letter from Mr. Hornby,
with a copy of the resolutions of the Court of Directorg
in July last, condemning nfy conduct in the affairs of
Benares as a breach of treaty, &c.,and justifying Cheit
Sing. Are these men aware that, in their eagerness to
vilify me, they sow the seeds of distrust and rebellion
among their own subjects, and that a declaration so
authentic in the favour of ® rebel, now residing under
the protection of the chief of the Mahratta State at
the crisis of our negociations with him, might tempt
the former to resume his pretensions, and the latter to
espouse them ; that the present Rajah might be terrffied
into measures as desperate from despondency as those
which ambition and ingratitude dictated to his prede-
cessor, and that a shght spark would be su?ﬁﬁen‘t to
blow up our possessions and those of the Vizier, if it
fell on so combustible a ground? What is to*follow
these resolutions? An order to restore Cheit Sing ?
The conclusion is inevitable; for if we were bound by
treaty with him, if he faithfully performed abl his con-
dions of it, and we have broken our engagements with
him, and the Court of Directors solemnly pronounce
this as their judgment, they must render him justice,
or they are the violators of public faith by their own
avowal.
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Tt will not be expected that I should obey such an
order, and how can I oppose it without exposing my
pgrson, fortune, and reputation to the most fatal ex-
tremitigs?  Asnd how can I elude it but by resigning
thestrust which imposes on me so infamous a duty ?
I had written a letter upon this occasion to the Court
\(»)“f j)irectors, an@ another to Lord Shelburne ; but on

ature reflegtion I have suppressed both. The former
you shall see. I trust to Lord Shelburne’s assurances,
and to the injunctions of Lord Ashburton and Sir
Rdbert Palk. In the meantime I hope that my nar-
rative, which I find must have arrived in England
within a few days of the passing of these resolutions, will
have completely defeated them ; for if there ever was
a demonstration produced by argument, I have demon-
strated the falsehood of Cheit Sing’s pretences to in-
dependency, and those of his advocates whoYssert that
we were bound by any trgaty, or any engagement dif-
fering from that of a common zemindarry sunnud.
While the Court of Directors assume the style and
form of the late Parliamentary resolutions, they may
affirm what they please with the preface that « If.
appears to this Court,” for who can contradict them
whilst they .have the dishonest discretion to conceal the
grounds of the assertion? I fight with an invisible
enemy when I attempt to repel such an assault, for if
1 su‘)lpose the quarter from which it came, I may be
assailed from another, and after all my defence comes
too_late to evade the blow. 1 have looked over the
original minutes of the Council which relate to the
first settlement’ with Cheit Sing, and these (if they can
be copied in time,) shall be sent to you. My own ?Jro-
position, which was the ground of the treaty, though
most liberal to Cheit Sing, amounted to no more than
this; that a temporary settlement should be formed
with Cheit Sing, subject to the correction of the Court
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of Directors, with a revenue fixed, that he might not
be made the tool of private rapacity, or, in other words,
as Mr. Barwell will well remember, of Philip Frandis’s; i
and therefore, that no demand should bes madeon hlm,
nor any authority permitted to interfere in the manage-
ment of his zemindarry, while he paid his rents 3 punc-
tually, and was obedient to our Goyernment. Tlfese/
concessions were never proposed to be made engage
ments, but optional 1ndu1gences, or rather obhga’uons
which we might choose to impose on ourselves, not
which he should claim. Attend to the words, set¢le-
ment, management, revenue, and zemindarry, and to the
reference made to the pleasure of the Court of Direc-®
tors for a final arrangement,®and you will find that my
plan, had it been adopted, would have bound this
Government to no other conditions than those which
are grantell to any other zemindar. But my plan was
not adopted ; so there is an end of it. The second
authority which I meet withn our proceedings is the
letter of instructions givén to Francis Fowke, dated
24th August. Inthis his tenureisstyled a zemindarry ;
the agreement, a settlement ; the Company’s relation to
him, a sovereignty ; his, a vassalage; hig charge
management, collection, and ’regulatzon of the revenues.
The word tribute is twice used to express revenue, aud
an assurance is added that we do not mean to mqreaae
his tribute ; and so long as he adkeres to the terms of
his engagement, will never demand any augmentation of
the annual tribute which may be fized.

But these instructions (which by the bye are Very
ambiguous in the two clauses which I have last'quoted,
viz® we do not mean, and we will not) are the surest rules
of Fowke’s commission; they are not an engagement,
but the directions by which an engagement, or more
properly a settlement, was to be formed. These, there-
fore, whatever the author of them meant, impose no
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obligation ; but they evidently show that neither Mr.
Francis nor his colleagues considered Cheit Sing in
.any’otfier light then but that of a zemindar, a de-

endayt, and, a vassal. This authority, therefore, is
oug of the question.

The third authority is by no means equivocal. It is

\a Settlr written gn the same day by the Board in my
name to Cheit Sng. In this he is informed that Mr.
Fowk®is orllered to take possession of the zemindarry
which he held; and to grant the zemindarry to him on
the footing of his former tenure, with a reservation
twice expressed of the Company’s sovereignty; and a

» denunciation of forfeiture if he ever proved unfaithful
to the Company. .

The sum of the revenue is fixed, and is called a
tribute, but no assurance is given that it should not be
exceeded, nor was such assurance intended.

But even this authority, weak as it is, conveyed no
rights. It only announ®ed to him the outlines of the
settlement which was to be made with him, and was in
effect Francis Fowke’s credentials. In effect, none ot
these are authorities. The only authorities are the
fntercha.nged deeds of the settlement, that is to say, the
sunnud and cabuleeat. I never conceived myself
?ouncl by'a,'ny other, nor had a thought of any other,

R an(i these are clearly and absolutely against every pre-
tension of hisindependency, and as clear a justification
of Tny conduct towards him. If the loose and desul-
tory passages of our consultations are to be accepted
as national obligations affecting our public faith, no
man ih officecan be secure from error, for no man can
know by what obligations he is bound. I have now
before me a great volume, as much as I can lift, which
comprises the business of the settlement made with the
Rajah of Benares, and it contains no more than three
months’ consultations. All the books of our secret
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department only from October, 1774, to the present
time, I suppose, amount to fifty great folios. But ‘even
on this ground I dare rest my vindication. *Ifsthe
subject is not already obsolete, you will, gathey frol”
this loose discussion sufficient argument to refifte ail
that can be alleged against me.

I shall bear with patience and forbearance Lyoey
article of abuse that is yet to come; but the right of /
judging when I ought to quit the servic¢, beduse I+
can no longer retain it with effect or with credits I
shall certainly exercise; and at all events I shall stay
till T know the result of the present deliberation in
Parliament concerning India. I wish to sec the war o
closed in the Carnatic, by the dispersion of Tippoo’s
followers, and the defeat and capture of the French;
and this, I trust, will be effected before the month of
October, if Coote gets safe to the coast and lives.
When this work is accomplished, I care not what they
do with me in England. .

I can write few other letters, and those must be very
short ; but you must supply them with my friends, and
remember that the moment you have received and read
any of my letters, and can afford an hour’s leisure, yo#
must carry them to Mr. Sulivan, and read then? to him.
Adieu. Yours most affectionately. .o

The following refers to the state of the Carnalic,
whither Sir Eyre Coote, though still an invalid, was
preparing to return. The agreement alluded 4o
was that into which the Supreme Government had”
entesed with the Nabob, during the anarchy of Sir
Thomas Rumbold and Mr. Whitehill’'s admini-
strations. It had always been a thorn in Lord

Macartney’s side, and he laboured incessantly to
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disso.lve it. But to this Mr. Hastings would not
consent,
L] To the same..
. : : Fort William, 6th February, 1783.
My dear Scott,—The accompanying extracts from
oy pfoceedings Jully explain both their objects and
otives. You will perceive that they had been the
s'ubjects of olr private discussions, by the question put
to ‘Mr. Holland, before they were fotrmally debated.
The presence of the General enabled me to bring them
to a termination. 'The behaviour of Lord Macartney
o has been unpardonable to the Nabob, and has certainly
proved of great injury to *our credit. As it manifestly
proceeded from personal indisposition, and that origi-
nated with our agreement with the Nabob, of which it
is a direct infringement, I at least could not refuse to
afford the Nabob such redress as it might be in the
power of our Governmer} to afford him; and if his
Lordship refuses to spbmit to our decision, I am deter-
mined to propose, though I should stand alone, to pro-
cced to the last extremity with him. Mr. Wheler
sfands on the same ground with me, having been
jomed with me in forming the agreement, and Sit
Eyre Coote*will support and enforce our resolutions.
It i®nét pleasing to pass judgment on the conduct of
The gentlemen of Fort St. George, or to interfere in
the fetail of their affairs; but our own faith is con-
cerned ; our revenues are exhausted to defend the
Carnatic, our grain feeds it, our forces have constituted
the principal strength of their army, and we gave them
the man who has saved it from destruction. They
were unable to face the enemy till Sivr Eyre Coote
commanded their army, and it was reduced to a state
of inaction and inability the instant that he quitted it.
If he had remained there, the death of Hyder would



42 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

have been instantly followed by the dispersion of his
followers. This is morally certain, as certain as that
no movement has been made since, and that none will,
till he resumes the command. His zeal and spirit are
without example. His constitution is irrecoverably
gone; yet he has enough left to bear him through one
campaign, which, 1 trust will be a shert one, a gd nfay /
God grant him life to enjoy at home the reputation,
rewards, and honours that are due to his virtues. !
am resolved to give him all the support of this
Government, though I am certain that he will quarrel
with me the moment we are sepafated. I will forgive
his private failings while his pubhc merit entitles him ¢
to my respect.

Read these proceedings with attention. Believe me
that I never will interfere in the concerns of the other
presidencies, but where the faith and interests of
our own are at stake; and assert this for me. An

. . )
opinion prevails that we may lawfully suspend the
members of the other presidencias for making treaties
without our sanction, but that our control does not
extend to the breach of treaties, which the Act of
Parliament allows with impunity. I main‘ain that
the power in the second instance is implied in the
first, or the first is nugatory. I will put if to t‘he test
if T am forced to it; and whatever consequences may,
personally befal me, I am certain that it will be at-
tended with one public benefit, in bringing the’ ab-
surdity of the law before the notice of Parliament, gnd
exacting from it a more effectual or better defined
provision. I am, my dear Scott, most warntly and
most affectionately yours.

Many more letters, all in the same strain, though
addressed to different persons, and therefore dif-
fering in the minutize of style and expression, are
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now before me, but I do not think it necessary to
ingprt,them. It will be more to the purpose if I
* #tate, that of the effects which Mr. Hastings anti-
cipated from the temper displayed in the Court’s
d\esp@tches, one, and that not the least inconvenient,
\ began immedi#tely to be felt. The support which
shis colleagues had heretofore freely rendered be-
cdme lukewarm and doubtful. They saw diffi-
culties before them where none had previously
, appeared, and distrusted even their own judgment
in more than one important transaction which was
passed. Perhaps there was nothing unnatural in
this, yet Mr. Hastings felt it acutely, and expressed
himself, as will be seen, like a wounded man as
often as he found oc®asion to notice it. On the
other hand, the recommendations conveyed to him
by many of his most influential friends in London,
«ieithertoanswer nor obey the ill-judged instructions
from hdme, staggered him. He knew that obedi-
ence would in many instances prove fatal, but he
» knew at the same time that its opposite must
exasperate the anger if it did not add to the number
of his enemies. Take the following as a specimen
of the state of his mind at this juncture.

To the same. b
Fort William, 22d March, 1783,
My dear Scott,—I am much distressed. You press

me to pay no regard to the orders of the Court of
Directors, nor suffer them to influence my resolutions.



44 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

You tell me that this is the advice of Lord Mansfiel..
and for his opinions I feel an almost religious veneratlon
Mr. Bensley goes further in what you quote *of ‘hl
declaration to the Court of Directors, and says that
I ought not to obey them. I Judge from this expressien
that the state of my influence in this Governmen was
very much misconceived in England. I was vely
feebly supported, if' supported, before the late letters
from the Court%f Directors arrived. Since that period
my colleagues have wholly withdrawn their support,
and seem anxious to show that they have withdrawn it.
This is all that I will allow myself to say of them-
But, as a specimen of their present disposition towards °
me, I will send you the minute} delivered on a proposal
made by me for the appointment of Mr. Richard Su-
livan to be our agent at Hyderabad. You will judge
whether the objections are candid or ostensible, and
will form your own conclusion.s on the reference made
to orders of the Court of Directors not in being, but
in possibility. I must yet except Mr. Wheler from the
preceding reflections. He has acted honourably towards
me, and I believe wishes to support me both from
principle and affection.

The order for the recall of Markham and the re-
appointment of Francis Fowke has passed.” I do Do,
know what will be the effect of the order if the Cqurt
of Directors shall pass it for the restoration of Cheit
Sing; but I am certain that it will be supported*by
Macphelson and Stables.

Our treaty with the Nabob Wallah Jaw has dlawno
on him such a load of misery and infamny as e has
neve® experienced, ill as he has been ever treated.
We have annulled his assignment, and the Court of
Directors have cancelled the treaty of which it was
a part. Lord Macartney will probably, I am convinced
he will, retain the assignment against all justice and

/
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faith, against the authority of the Company too ambi-
guously expressed, and in defiance of our engagements.
Owr Board will be unanimous in passing the severest
* &ensures on him, but I fear will proceed no further.
They will probably protest, but leave their own acts
unsupported, and the Nabob the victim of them. I
will®tlo my duty, and if I can do no more I will protest
\ against them.
¢ I have been the principal instrument of prevailing
on Sir Eyre Coote to return to the coast. He avows
bis dependance on me, and though I have at no time
received his support, he shall have mine if all the
, other members of the Council should withhold; for in
his public character he gnerits it, aye, and every sacri-
fice that can be made with it. He is gonc: we have
given ten lacs with him, though we have passed orders
on the trcasury for near eighty lacs undischarged.
This sum is consigned to him, and we have exercised
the authority given u® by the Court of Directors, to
order the Governor of Fort St. George to allow him
the uncontrolled command and conduct of the army.
The rest will depend materially upon him. If he is
e not counteracted by Lord Macartney, he will assuredly
finish the war in the Carnatic, the troubles of which
,how require nothing but opposition to end them. If
* Lord Macartney shall refuse to allow him the com-
mind of the army and conduct of the war, if he shall
refuse to part with the revenue and sovereignty of the
Carnatic, and shall withhold its resources of treasure,
. grain, and cattle from the army, I know not what may
be the conseguences.

In the mean time I will do my utmost to mgintain
the credit and influence of the Superior Government,
and to provide resources for all its wants. Great ex-
ertions I cannot make, for we want decision; we want
vigour and unanimity ; and I possess but a single voice,

L4
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though I am charged in all obnoxious measures with
the sole responsibility. I dread the effects of suth a
state at such a season; but [ must bear my part it it

until I can be properly relieved from it, and fog that °

purpose I have written a letter to the Court of Dj-
rectors declaratory of my resolution to resign. My
friends, who do not know the disability to whichY am

reduced, will be apt to impute this to Impatience and /

precipitation. I cannot deseribe my conditton even to\
you, but it will be self apparent ere long, and you may
trust me, when I declare to you that I feel it morg
distressing than even the vexations which I suffered in
1775; for then I was free from responsibility, though
disarmed of power. I am now without power, with a
thousand urgent calls for it, and am alone responsible.
Can I, in such a situation, wish to retain an office
which may involve me in everlasting infamy? for if
any great calamity shall befal us, and I can see many
openings through which calam#y may come, the world,
which never waits to listen to long stories, and which
wants the understanding to discern the nice points of dis-
crimination between acts done under a collective autho-
rity, and those which spring from divided powers and dif-*®
ferent opinions, will fix the guilt of it on me alohe, and
my reputation will be the victim of others’ mistonduct. ,

For the rest I refer you to the letter itself; it speaks
my real feelings and describes my real situation. Pray
Lord Mansfield to read it. I would rather retire %o
indigence and obscurity, which may be my lot, pos-
sessed of his esteem, than remain as I am, and waste ,
years yet to come in reproach, shame, andefruitless ex-
pectataon. The person for whose sake alone I wish for
wealth has expressed the same sentiment, and for my-
self I can live on a bare competence.

T wish you to print and publish the forty-four and
following paragraphs of the letter of the Court of Di-
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rec.tors of the 28th of August, 1782, the fourth, fifth,
and sixth paragraphs of the same letter, my minute of
the #/th of March, and my letter to the Court of Di-
vectors, but not without the approbation of Lord
V[ansﬁ’eld and Mr. Sulivan. These form my justifi-
cafion to ‘the proprietors. Those to whom my letter
issaddressed will probably suppress it, or use it only
\for a subject of*resentment, although I think I have
given no cawse for this; for surely I have not exceeded
the bounds which the necessary defence of my own
character prescribed, and I have even weakened that
défence in the endeavour to preserve that respect which
. under every provocation is due from me to them, while
I remain subject to thgir authority. I own that it
would be more pleasing to me could the publication
be made the act of authority. I think it ought, for if
I have received the most flattering support from the
Proprietors of the East India Company, | have served
them with fidelity, zeal,eand gratitude; and, however
I may complain, I wish to mark the distinction which
I make and feel between them and thirteen of their
representatives, to retain their approbation even of my -
departure from their service.
The papers to which I allude shall be copied and
enclosed with this. Adieu, my dear Scott, yours ever
aﬂ'actmnately

The followmg WIH I thmk be read withan almost
melancholy interest. It describes the conditionof a
noble spirit torn and agitated with the sense of
wrongs endured ; yet nowise forgetful of the respect
due to itself, even in the utterance of compliint.
For on all sides, and by all parties with whom he
was officially connected, Mr. Hastings seems at
this moment to have been betrayed. The Court of
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Directors, that is to say a majority in that body,
rendered furious by their lack of power to rerhove
him, adopted every imaginable expedient to *har ass .
and annoy. They condemned his general -pohcy
without understanding it, and stooped so low as
to take from him and from his Council, S Re
never acted except with the authority of] the Coun-‘
cil, the right of nominating individual servants.to
particular offices in the country. The obvious
effect of such hostility was, that his colleagues
ceased to trust either him or themselves, and ®
wavered and hesitated, not.because they saw just
ground of hesitation in the measures that were pro-
posed, but because they were taught to believe that
they could not more gratifygheir superiors at home
than by opposing the views of their Governor
abroad. ~Moreover Lord Macartney, of whom
Hastings’s best friends had entertained the highest
opinion, and in whom Hastings himself had ex-
pected to find a steady and an able coadjutor, took,
as has been shown, an early opportunity of écﬁng
for himself. It is necessary that this matter should
be placed in a proper point of view, and a few
words will suffice for that purpose. :
When it was first proposed to recommend Lord
Madlartney as a fit person to succeed Sir Thomas
Rumbold in the government of Madras, there were
many sensible and influential proprietors, who felt
that a step was about to be taken of grave import-
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ence. Hitherto the individuals advanced to offices
of” tl';lSt‘ under the Company had all been trained
methe Company’s service ; the nomination of Lord
Magartney, if carried into effect, would entirely
mnova;e upon this practice. And independently of
,{he wound thus #bout to be inflicted on the imme-
ddate interests and ambition of an influential class
of persons, there was at least some danger lest the .
absence of local knowledge, on the part of those to
whom the field would thus be thrown open, might
.prove of serious hurt bath to their employers, and
, to the people whose destinies they should be ap-
pointed to control. For though it was admitted
on all hands that there had been of late extreme
mismanagement, and warse than mismanagement,
at Fort St. George, men were not quite prepared to
avow, that the evil could be cured only by seeking -
elsewhere than among the Company’s experienced
servants,®for one to whom the functions of govern-
mant might be entrusted. Accordingly the propo-~
<1t101)., when first brought forward, was received by
many with disapprobation; by almost all with the
sort of misgiving, which a little address from one
sige or the other would have at once converted
either into approval or its opposite. 7
Mr. Hastings’s friends were then, as they con-
tinued to be throughout, very powerful in the
Court of Proprietors. It was, therefore, an object
of the first importance with Lord Macartney, and
VOL. 1I1. : E
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his patrons, to secure their support, while they
again desired nothing so much, as to have E.l‘t the
head of affairs in the Carnatic one who should ap-
prove of Mr. Hastings’s policy, and be pre}.rared to
go heartily along with him. Lord Macaxtney was
thus taught, that he could not better serve hIS OWH’
interests, than by appearing to hold Mr. Hastings
and his system of administration in respect, and he
omitted no opportunity, so long as the questionae-
mained undecided, of professing an ardent admira-
tion of both. Accordingly his nomination, after a
feeble resistance, was carried ; and he took office,
morally pledged to carry out Mr. Hastings’s mea-
sures, as far as his influence, at the head of a sub-
ordinate government, woulsl enable him to do so.
Mr. Hastings’s friends lost no time in commu-
nicating to the Governor-general, both the fact of
Lord Macartney’s appointment, and the groungs
on which they had themselves sanctioned i¢. Indeed
there is now lying before me a letter from Mr.
Pechell, in which the writer not only congr.atﬁlafe‘s
Mr. Hastings on an event which could not fail of
proving as satisfactory to him as it would without
doubt be beneficial to the Company, but entreats
hls correspondent to communicate with Lord
Macaxtney as with one towards whom not even
the appearance of reserve would be necessary.
Therefore the new Governor was no sooner esta-

blished at Madras, than Mr. Hastings proceeded
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to fay before him, not formally and officially, but
with all the openness of private confidence, his
oyn vitws and opinions on every subject connected
with the interests of the presidency. He explained
to him the reasons why such ample powers had
been Sonferred on Sir Eyre Coote ; and showed
“him that Jo withdraw them now would be
f'atal. He stated his own opinions as to the course
which it would be judicious to follow in dealing
with the Nizam, with the Nabob, and with the
*Rajah of Tanjore. He explained the nature of the
agreement which the Supreme Government, super-
seding that of his Lordship’s predecessor, had entered
into for the management of the Nabob’s revenues
during the continuance ¢f the war. He advised Lord
Macartney to consider well, whether it would not
be judicious to absorb Tanjore in the general go-
vernment of the Carnatic. He urged him to
p'urchasq the alliance of the Nizam, and to turn
his arms against Hyder, even by restoring to him
tle Northern Circars, should such a sacrifice be
'neceésary ; and last of all he gave the surest proof
of a generous spirit of confidence, by telling his
Lordship that, as some of these measures would in
all probability. prove distasteful both at home and
on the spot, he was free to speak of them as efna-
nating from the Governor-general, to whose ex-
perience he had been taught to bow, and by whose

advice he acted. I conlessthat I do not know how
E2
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any man in Mr. Hastings’s situation could have
gone further to prove his perfect reliance orl the
good feelings of a colleague, and his assmancu
that the good feeling was mutual. For he-lssyed
no orders, he assumed none of the bearing of a
superior. He merely offered suggestions to ‘be
acted upon, or not, according to the dictation ({tp
Lord Macartney’s judgment, while at the same
time he professed his willingness to relieve an
inexperienced functionary from odium, by taking
upon himself the responsibility of certain acts,®
should they be carried into effect.

Lord Macartney left his friendsin London, fully
impressed with the belief, that he intended to make
Mr. Hastings his great ngaster in the science of
Indian politics. His first proceedings, so soon as
he had established himself in his government, con-
tradicted that Dbelief. There was not one of a.ll
Mr. Hastings’s suggestions of which he approved.
There was not one step taken by the Supreme
Government, previous to his arrival, which’ he dtd
not condemn. Unquestionably he had a pexfect
right to do all this if he chose, and to argue each
question on its own merits, in his correspondenge
with Bengal. But he had no rightsfirst to reject
M:® Hastings’s propositions, and then to communi-
cate the substance of them to the Court of Direc-
tors, as furnishing ground of censure against
their Governor-general. Yet such was the nature
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of his proceeding ; and it is of this that Mr. Hast-
ings, compldms Who can be surprised to find
that, f10m that hour, everything like friendship
or cordlahty between them ceased ?

. ’ To LAURENCE SuLivax, Esq.
.
» Fort William, 27th March, 1783.

¢ My dear Friend, —I am very apprehensive that my
fricnds, not aware of my situation, will blame me for a
resolution which I have lately taken and notified in
form to the Court of Directors by these despatches.
e After eleven years that I have held my station under
discouragements unknown to my predecessors, opposed
and thwarted by my colleagues in office, counteracted
and reviled by my superiors, and never possessing any
but accidental and temporary power, you, my good
friend, will not impute to me the imbecility of sacri-
ficing my place and all My hopes to a momentary im-
patience and the petulancy of disappointment. No,
my dear Sir; you may believe me when I assure you
that T cannot retain it with any hope of credit, nor
without the hazard of losing all the little which I have
acquired® The advice which has been repeated to me
nall my ldtters from England is, that T shall not re-
galcPthe late orders of the Court of Directors. They
Swere not aware of the effect of those orders in depriving
me o my influence abroad, and of support at home.
They considered these orders but as an empty sound,
which would produce the terror of a moment and pass
without consequence. In truth, they have as effectually
disarmed me as if they had reduced me to the sta® of
a mere secretary of the Board. My authority is not
only taken from me at a time when I most require it,
but proclamation of my deprivation is made to all the
world; and the men who were supposed to be my firm
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and determined supporters, and to whose appointment
many were induced on that consideration only tofyield
their consent, at least I was told so, object to the mast,
trivial matters if I propose them, and in their minutes
affectedly join their professions of submissionto ¢he
Company’s orders, with their opposition to me in such
.
a manner as if they were afraid of bging suspected f
any thing like a leaning towards me. I may injure®
them by this construction of their intentions, but th®
effect is the same from whatever cause it proceéds.
With Mr. Wheler T am every way satisfied. .
If there is any department of Government which is
exclusively mine, or which would be left to my absolutes
choice by men disposed to act with me cordially, it
is the appointment of my own representatives in foreign
courts. We wanted one at Hyderabad. Richard Su-
livan, whose brother had been destined to that ap-
pointment, from home, who was recently removed from
a similar office with the Nab8b Wallah Jaw, but with-
out any expression of displeasure which was aimed at
him, appeared to me a proper person for it, and surely
well qualified, for (David Anderson always excepted)
I do not know his equal. I mentioned it privately ®
Sir Eyre Coote, who eagerly approved it. I did the
same to Mr. Stables, who hesitated and ¥ postponed
it. After an interval of near a fortnight, the Nefbob
Ally Cawn, having extricated himself from a war in®
which he had been some time engaged with one of his
own vassals, I thought it wrong to leave him longer
without some minister attending him from this Gg-
vernment, especially as he was sore om the Mahratta
tresty, and that was just concluded. I proposed the
appointment and recommended Richard Sulivan for it,
having in the mean time written to him and learnt
that it would be agreeable to him. It was opposed on
the grounds that Nizam Ally Cawn would be averse
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to if on account of Sulivan’s connexion with the Nabob
VVaH‘ah J aw, cmd that it would displease the Court of
Dncgtms . Wheler assented. The old General
aves warm for it, but minuted no opinion as I counld
not prdvail on the other members to minute theirs.
These were afterwards delivered to the secretary, but
Mg. Geaham, the General’s secretary, has since told
»me that the General would give no opinion upon the
question, begause he thought it liable to the objection
of being disagreeable to Nizam Ally Cawn. For these
reasons, though the question stands determined, I have
reSolved to write to Nizam Ally Cawn, and state the
doubt which has been suggested, leaving it to him to
¢ decide on the issue of this business.

Some time ago, when *Richard Sulivan and Assum
Cawn, the Nabob Wallah Jaw’s Dewan, were here, 1
had concerted a plan with the latter for effecting a
reconciliation between the two Nabobs. Assum Cawn
was to go first from hig master to Hyderabad, and
secretly persuade Nizam Ally Cawn to propose a
meeting with me, which he was assured the Nabob
would eagerly solicit, and it was planned that the
Nabob Wallah Jaw should be a party. We have
many pgints depending with Nizam Ally Cawn which
we must settle, and with the support and confidence
of gy council I think that I could have settled them
o better than any other could, and have transferred the
terms of his alliance from a partial to a general con-
nexion, and added some advantages to it. As soon as
the late advices arrived from Ingland, I saw that the
design was no longer practicable, and let Assum Cawn
know that I fiad dropped it. I had flattered myself
with closing my service with a measure which Would
have reflected a lasting credit on me. Mr. Macpherson
only was privy to it, and this makes me the more dis-
trustful of his motives in the objections which he has
since made to Richard Sulivan’s appointment.
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Major Scott will show you the minutes of this trans-
action, I mean of my proposal respecting Rlchaxd
Sulivan. .

I cannot hope to be allowed independent powcns,.
nor other colleagues. Neither do I wish to femove
these, though I foresee that I shall be less able to®act
with them, than I now am. It would relieve me if, I
could engage the decided support of Mr. Wheler; but |
I cannot exact it, nor would he give it bgyond certain
lines. .

Perhaps even you, my respectable friend, while you
feel for my difficulties, may yet entertain so favouraBle
a sense of the source from which they have originated,
as to be more inclined to reprove my opposition to it, ®
than to wish it removed. It is natural, and whenever a
man of business like you shall be at the head of the
direction, every man like myself will be glad and
proud to obey him. No man has ever manifested
the principle of obedience i, substantial acts equally
with me. The orders which 1 have opposed were all
personal and vindictive. I have no doubt that a dif-
ferent conduct will be observed with my successor;
and of this I am certain, that the veriest stock with g
human form, and a share of animation equgl to the
ordinary functions of life, will perform morg service to
the Company, with proper powers and conﬁdencglé.
posed in him, than I can do with neither. .«

In the resolutions in the Court of Directors concern-
ing my transactions at Benares, what a dreadful lesson
have they formed for their service! A subject of their
sovereignty rebels against the representative of their
authority, massacres 200 of his attendants, and at-
tempts his life. It is not pretended, nor suspected
that I had any motive for the provocation which
drew on me so infamous a vengeance, but to relieve
the Company’s distresses. The Court of Directors,
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who ought to have set the first example in punishing
this §rst instance of revolt in their subjects, who ought
to hatve,considered it as a precedent which may here-
‘after gperate to their own destruction,—they take
the part of the murderer, complain that I disgraced
him in the eyes of his subjects and others, and that it
mey hwe a tendency to weaken the conﬁdence which

o the “natne[nmcm of India ought to havein the justice
and moderation of our Gevernment.

Infinitely worse will the example prove, if their con~
dugt should teach their vassals that the sure means of
acquiring the protection of the Court of Directors, and
to become princes of India, will be to throw off the
authority of the Company and assassinate their ser-
vants ; and if it should have a tendency to weaken the
confidence which their servants in India ought to have
in the justice, truth, and common policy of their
rulers.

I could have guarded msyself most effectually against
their censures, by avoiding all responsibility, and cover-
ing myself with their orders in whatever I did. I could -
have kept their troops and treasure at home, when the
Lresidency of Bombay was engaged in schemes to
which it was confessedly unequal. I could have suf-
fered the disgrace of the unhappy affair of Worgaum
te remain an mdchble stain on the British name. It
avas 1o concern of mine. I could have suffercd the
Carratic to fall an easy prey to Hyder, when Francis
opposed the measures which [ suggested for its preser-
vation, and I could have justified it on the principle
of' self preservgtion; the prior care due to the first
posscssions of the Company; the want of authowity
from home; the season of the year, which would render
it an act of madness to send their troops to perish by
sca; and by a fair estimate of ways and means, which
would prove that we had not assets for such an enter-
prise, I could have acquiesced in the violations of
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faith, which the Government of Madras were guilty
of towards Nizam Ally, and contented myselfgwith
protesting against it. I could have seen Chamdajee
lay Bengal waste, for it was scarce in his power fo°
avoid it, and nothing but my private aid prevented jt.

I could have sat quietly down when our ordinary
resources would yield no more supplies for tht war,
and ruin threatened. What business had I at Be- s
nares ? . .

But if I had observed this discreet and safe conduct,
let me ask, not you, my friend—but my most ranegr-
ous enemies, what would have been the state of the
Company, or whether it is likely that it would at this
time have existence ? .

In the mean time I could have provided an ample
fortune for myself, by means which no one could have
assumed to hurt or discredit me. Their salt manufac-
ture, under a proper management, wonld have yielded
me many lacs; and the Coult of Directors, with their
appointment of young Gregory to be chief of the
Council of Patna, have declared that the Court ought
not to monopolize the opium, that is, that it should
be the free trade of those whose superior advantages
of place and -power could appropriate it. In this ar-
rangement, I certainly could have had my share, and
allowably. I have done neither. I originally econ-
verted these funds to the Company’s use. Wheh the
Company’s orders and General Clavering’s miema-
nagement had reduced the first to aloss, I, against the
will and judgment of all my colleagues, and at.my own
risk, restored and improved it. .

™ now yields a clear net income, by a process the
most easy and simple, of Cs.Rs. 57,235,673 15 0

The opium, under all the
discouragements of war. 6,06,428 14 3

Both together .. 63,332,101 13 3
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To these add the annual increase of the land re-
venuy seventy lacs ; the increase of the revenue of
Ben]Z'ea and its secur1ty which I rate at forty; the pay-
*ments gade by the Nabob Vizier; and upwards of
thiyty Yacs of rupees designed for my own private use
and converted to the relief of the Company’s wants,
afd et the sum total speak what I have done for the

» Company by depaltmg from the beaten tracks, and
exploring th® wilds of peril and reproach, and what I
might have done for myself, had I quietly plodded in
thg former, as any other man possessing my place, and
the same means, might and probably would have

o done.

A Mr. Dunkin tells mesthat at the time in which the
most violent attacks were made upon me, and a num-
ber of candidates stood for my place, you made interest
with Lord North to allow me to remain with the
fullzst support, while I chose it, and to make choice of
Lord Macartney to succ®d me. This I think is the
substance of a long detail. If in any point I have
misrepresented it, impute it to my inattention in com-
bining the facts of which I have composed it. I credit
the information, and perhaps the more readily as it
affords 1mc a fresh instance of your watchful regard
foy my reputation and interests; but it is right to un-
decotve you with respect to the man on whom you
*placed so uncommon a dependence; I mean Lord
Masrtney. Yielding implicitly to the warm and
earnest recommendation of my first friends, viz., your-
self Mr. Pechell, whom 1 never remember but with an
a(.:hing heart, and General Caillaud, [ set aside all
rescrve, and began a correspondence with his Lerd-
ship on a footing of unbounded confidence. His Lord-
ship confirmed me in this disposition, and invited me
to continue in it.

Fead in the enclosures the fruits of my candour, and



60 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

the evidence of his treachery and dishonour. His
motive I cannot guess; for when my letters were gvris-
ten, and many months after, (for I did not refurh to
Calcutta, nor concern myself in any acts of the, Couh-*
cil, till the February following,) nothing had spassed
between us, that could have given him the most dis-
tant cause of offence ; nothing in effect but prof8ssioas
and proofs on my part of a most cordial regard. He «
cannot even invent a ground of suspieion against
me. Yet it appears that at this very time, whenshe
professed himself my friend, and solicited my advige,
he made use of my letters as criminal charges against
me. What a man'! -
Itis truc thatin giving my opinion concerning Tanjore,
I gave him a liberty to avail himself of it; that is, to use
it as authority to strengthen his own, if he meant to
conform to it. Surely he will not say that this lati-
tude extended to his applying it only as an instrument
to injure me. T am ashamedsof the Court of Directors
for countenancing such a shameful departure from one
of the first principles of society. How meanly did I
think of them and of their censures, drawn from so
miserable a source! -
Adieu, my dear friend. This is the last leng letter
which I am likely to give you the trouble,of reading
from me; for I shall henceforth only look tomy speeay
release from this scene of discredit, and to the happi-.
ness of meeting you in England. May God grang it!

I subjoin a letter to Lord Macartney himself,
having reference to the same subjegt. I canndt
find that it led either to a satisfactory explanation
of his Lordship’s proceeding, or to a renewal of
confidence and friendship between them.
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To the Right Honourable Lord MACARTNEY.
. Tort William, 13th Aprit, 1783,
My Rord,—1 was greatly surprised {o read in the
“late ganeral letters from the Court of Directors, very
severc® expressions of their displeasure, g mounded on
my pri ivate and confidential letters to your Loxdshlp
Itis true that I gave you an express permission to
¢ avail yourself of my opinions in any manner that you
pleased, but®your Lordship will recollect the relation
in which I had then the honour to stand to your Lord-
ship. I was not writing to a man against whom 1
was to guard my words, and to prescribe the exact and
o Precise use which I might allow him to make of them,
but I submitted them unreservedly to his honour, faith,
and generosity on such liberal grounds as the severest
discretion might warrant. Our common friends,
amongst whom were some whose faintest wishes were
a law to me, had assured me that you desired my con-
fidence and advice; that®% you sought to make the line
of my conduct the 1ule of your own; and they enjoined
me to begin a free and unreserved commtnication of
sentiments with you ; without waiting for any advances
om your part to dispense with the usual cautions of a
new acqullintance. Ididso. Inotonly addressed your
Lqrdship with the familiarity of an old friendship, but
affordled a very early, and what I deemed a most sub-
stantial proof of my desire to cultivate a good under-
standing with your Lordship in the first letter which I
wrote to you after my knowledge of your arrival at
ddms, which was also my ﬁl%t knowledge of your
appointment tq the government of that pr esxdency
1 afterwards received, and felt a sincere pleasure in
receiving, aletter from you which corresponded with the
declarations o my friends. I have not the letter at
hand, but I well remember the purport of it. It pro-
fessed such sentiments as my own heart, already pre-
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possessed in your Lordship’s favour, received with
pleasure. It professed a deference for my judgment
and solicited my advice. This I freely gave, pu as I
gave it with the view of rendering it serviceablgto your’
Lordship, and to the public, I told you that yott might
avail yourself of it publicly, and in any way that your
Lordship pleased. In legal acceptation, such a Yicenee
might perhaps be construed into the allowance of con- s
verting the advice and opinions offered fof your service
to be instruments of my own ruin, if “you were
pleased” to make that use ofit. But I should have falsi-
fied my opinion both of your understanding and honour,
if I could have descended to make such an exception. 1
meant it, and I knew that yan would so understand it,
as a permission to apply my advice to the construction
of your public measures, if it was conformable to your
own sentiments, and in that event to quote it as mine,
and to lessen your own responsibility by the weight
which the public, and perhafh the Court of Directors,
might attribute to my experience. If you disapproved
my advice, if my opinions appeared erroneous in your
judgment of them, there could be no use in commu-
nicating them; and as the communication of them
might injure me, it would have been an ill mequital of
confidence to make it without consideratiom of the cqn-
sequences ; it would have been criminal to makeeit 4n
such a manner as might expose me to the resentment
of my superiors ; but if used for the purpose of drawing
a criminal accusation from it, or of contrasting your
own integrity with mine,—your Lordship will forgive
me for supposing the possibility of such a case, and %o
your justice I refer the sentence due to the perpetra-
tion of the act which I have stated, and which 1 have
only 'stated for the purpose of viewing the subject in
every possible application of it.

I will frankly own that when I first met these pas-
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sages of the general letters, I yielded to that natural
impyession which they would have made on your Lord-
shlps wind in a similar case; but as it seemed, on a
*more femperate reflection, too severe to pronounce, on
appeafances which I was not able to reconcile to any
justifiable grounds, a conclusion derogatory from the
p}incif)les of hongur, and as nothing had passed between

* your Lordship and myself at the time in which your
letters to tlfe Court of Directors were written which
cotld have furnished the remotest plea for hostility, if
any provocation can be pleaded for a breach of private
confidence, I checked my first suspicion, and in the

e hope that what your Lordship had written, perhaps
with other views, and with candid intentions, had been
perverted by a false construction to a purpose unfore-
seen by your Lordship ; I resolved to lay this full expo-
sition of the subject, and my own feelings excited by it,
before your view, that if Jou please you may afford me
such an expla.natlon of it"as you may judge due to me
for the apparent injury which I have suffered, and even
to yourself, if you conceive the estimation of a man so
inconsiderable as I am deserving of your attention.
This satisfaction I leave entirely to your Lordship’s
option, nlyself neither claiming nor soliciting it. But
yaqu will allow me to claim as a right, that you will im-
part® to me what you have written to the Court of
*Directors, on the ground of my letters; I mean the
extrmect of your letters on the subject of the Northern
Circars, and the Rajah of Tanjore, to which the 31st,
34th, and 35th paragraphs of their letter to your pre-
mdency, dated J2th July 1782, refer.

I need not inform your Lordship that this letter is
not intended as a private communication; nor, of
course, that I shall deem myself exempt from every
kind of refiection in the use which I may make of your

reply.
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CHAPTER III.

Progress of Affairs in the Camatic—Death of Si®Eyre Coote—Letter fo
Lord Macartney—Peace with Tippoo—Letter to the Court of Directors.
L]

WHILE the heads of the two governments wére
thus passing into a state of open hostility, the
affairs of the subordinate province, so far from re-
trieving themselves, appeased from day to day to
become only more complicated, There was no
cordiality hetween the civil and the military autho-
rities ; there was no good understanding between
the Nabob and the Govetnor. 'Indeed the very
elements themselves seemed to war agaiust the
English ; for a furious storm fell upon the coast,
and almost all the vessels in which grain for thg
supply of the presidency had been kept, were
driven from their moorings and destroyed. Mean-
while the death of Hyder, though communic’ate.d.
both to the Governor and the General, was per-
mitted to pass unimproved. The former, to do
him justice, urged an advance; the latter declared
tha;c the army was not in a condition’to move ; and
he moved at last only to find, that the opportunity
of striking a great blow had escaped him. In a
word, the spirit of faction seemed to have taken
entire possession of men’s minds; insomuch that
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at "a moment when the horrors of famine were
around them ; when the Carnatic was everywhere
a dése't, and Fort St. George itself was saved,
only thxough the ignorance of the French and of
Tippoo touching the helpless state intowhich it had
fallens; they whose duty it was to labour for the
» public good wasted their time in profitless disputes
concerning ‘questions of personal dignity and per-
sonal power.
*Once more the master spirit of Warren Hastings
o devised and carried into execution plans for the
preservation of India. *Fresh supplies of men, of
money, and of provisions were ordered to be trans-
ported to Madras ; fresh negociations were opened
with the Mahrattas and the Nizam for the invasion
of Mysore. But the m&sure on which, more than
on all the rest, the Governor-general depended,
was the resumption, with dictatorial powers, of the
general command of the troops by Sir Eyre Coote.
Feeble ds he was in body, and somewhat weakened
ig* mind, that veteran officer still bore a name,
-which as both friends and foes had been taught to
think highly of it in other days, so they were not
now likely to treat it otherwise than with respect.
At the same time Mr. Hastings well knew that
the General was not in any respect what he ogice
was. He therefore endeavoured, as much as pos-
sible, to screen him from the annoyance of angry
discussions, and wrote, with this view, the fol-
VOL. III. F
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lowing letter, to a member of Council at Fort St.
George. -
To ALEXANDER Davipson, Esq. \ .

®

. Fort William, 11th Januarys 1783.

Dear Sir,—I address myself to you upon a subject
in which I am exceedingly interested, because you age
the only person capable by situation®of affording me
the assistance which I require, and from whom I can at
the same time confidently solicit it.

Sir Eyre Coote, notwithstanding his very broken
constitution, has declared his resolution of returning’to
the coast, and will take his passage in the Medea
frigate immediately after her arrival. In this deter-®
mination he has been in a g1eat measure influenced by
his knowledge of the wishes of the members of this
Government ; and, I fear, much against those of his
own family. I, for my own part, consider him as the
only instrument capable of converting the present
crisis to the security of the Carnatie, and the exclusion
of our European enemies on the event of the dispersion
or departure of the army of Mysore. This may prove
the easy work of a few months if the General is allowed
the full and undisturbed direction of all thg mlhtary
operations, and such aids as your Government can
afford him. We shall renew our solicitations for jthat
effect, and I have no doubt of your acquiescence in
them. But I will own to you, that my fears for his
success arise from another cause, which will not *bear
an ostensible discussion. I have read with infinite
concern the letters which were addressed to him by the
Select Committee in the course of the late campaign.
The language of these, and more especially their
implied sentiments, were often such as must have
affected him severely, and the more so because of his
inability, from the incessant calls of duty, and the de-
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bilify of his constitution, to enter into a train of dis-
cussion in reply to them. ) -

‘Hi temper, which is naturally too subject to irrita-
dion, hds acquired an increased sensibility from the
distemgers which oppress him; and if, under the weight
of these, he will again adventure on so arduous and
fatiguing a service, he merits at least the return of
Jpersonal attentiof and tenderness. He cannot bear
the provocatipns of official letters written in the spirit
of reproach and hostility. 1 have studied him, and
find him capable of the most connected and perfect
exércise of his understanding when his spirits are com-
posed. But if they are agitated, and a slight cause
%ill agitate them, it weakens his recollection, and
sometimes throws him into sudden and dangerous fits
of sickness.

I cannot prescribe to you as a member of Govern-
ment either the style or subjects of your public corre-
spondence, because I mus suppose that every letter,
and every act of your government, is dictated by a
sense of unimpassioned duty. Yet allow me, my dear
Sir, to recommend and request without other explana-
tign, that you will, as much as it may be in your power,
plevent apy correspondence of such a nature as that
to which I have alluded, and be the conciliator be-
twgey him and the committee. I know not how far
you might consider it as incompatible with the obliga-
tions of personal connexion, but so far as you may, with -
consisténcy of character, I would wish to engage your
support of the General in his operations. I am sure
that, in expressing this wish, 1 desire nothing which
the strictest pr1nc1ple of honour may not avow, aad
that it is conformable to what I have known of your
general character, which I have ever believed to be
mild, reasonable, and conciliating.

It is unnecessary to add my motive for the uncommon

F2
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solicitude which I show on this occasion. T might,
perhaps with equal propriety and truth, declare that
I have an interest in it equal at least to any pwivate
concern of my own ; but I will assure you tha® I shall,
receive and remember your compliance with my
wishes in the instances to which I have applied them as
a personal obligation requiring from me an equaleetugp.

I wish you to consider this as a cenfidential letter.
That, however, must depend on your opgion. I have
the honour to be, with a very sincere esteem, dear Sir,
your most obedient and faithful servant.

The career of Sir Eyre Coote was on this ocea-
sion a brief one. He died, as is well known, foure
days after being carried ashore, and left behind
him a name second only to that of Clive in the
history of Indian warfare. Nevertheless the bare
act of despatching him was not without its uses,
in introducing a better spirit into the military
councils of the province. There was no renewed
cordiality, indeed, between Lord Macartney and
Mr. Hastings; whose estrangement became, on

[ ]
the contrary, from day to day more complete. But
his Lordship ceased to interfere so much as ag one
time he seemed anxious to do in the movements of
the troops, and the army took the field in good drder.
I cannot say much of its successes. After destroying
the fortifications at Wadewash and Carungoly, and
thPowing supplies into Vellore, from the siege of
which Tippoo withdrew, General Stuart retired to
Madras, where, till the end of April, he remained
inactive, waiting for the arrival of Sir Edward
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Hughes on the coast, that together they might
attadk Luddalore.

I should go far beyond the proper limits of this
work, if T were to describe the further progress of

awam in the conduct of which Mr. Hastings had
« no direct. sharer and which was often waged upon
a plan of which he did not approve. My purpose
will be sufficiently served when I state, that the
French, having received large reinforcements, took
o up a fortified position in front of Cuddalore ; while
the fleet, mustering sixteen sail, kept open their
communications by sea. Having waited till these
lines were completed, General Stuart set out from
Madras ; and on the 13th of July a general assault
was given. It was nof successful ; yet the enemy,
distrusting their own capability of sustaining a
second, withdrew in the night, and, shutting them-
#elves up within the walls of the town, were im-
mediately invested. Meanwhile the hostile fleets
met, and ‘a fierce encounter took place, more to
, the detriment of the French than the English;
thoaigh the latter were so much erippled that Sir
Edward Hughes found himself obliged to bear up
for Madras roads that he might refit. But no
decisive Cons.equences followed. Souffrein indeed
made good his point of communicating with the
besieged, to whom he sent supplies both of men
and material. Nevertheless, ere Bussy could turn
his advantages to account, intelligence of peace
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between Great Britain and France was received.
As a matter of course hostilities ceased on ¢hé in-
stant ; while the French general sent off pe,remf)-’
tory orders for the return of the detachment which
accompanied Tippoo, and earnestly invited Teippop
himself to become a party to the ®proposed paci- .
fication. .

Tippoo Saib now stood alone as the enemy of
England ; and had Mr. Hastings been absolute in
India, the war against him would have been pro- .
secuted to extermination.. For the Nizam and
the Mahrattas were both engaged to invade
Mysore, and a single campaign rightly managed
must have led to his total overthrow. But
peace with Tippoo was LoM Macartney’s favourite
project, and he hastened, without pausing to con-
sult the Supreme Government on the subject, to
pave the way for its accomplishment. TLord May
cartney had no grounds of justification in this pro-
ceeding. As the head of a subordinate p'resider.lqi,
it might be his duty to suggest,—but he had no,
right to act, except by explicit orders from Cal-
cutta; while his mode of acting proved to be as
impolitic as the assumption of powers which did
not pelong to him was offensive. Lord Macart-
ney’s treaty, when at length drawn up, took no
notice of the Nabob, the principal in the war, nor
made the slightest mention of the Mahrattas, with-
out whose co-operation Tippoo never could have
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been induced to listen to his proposals. Nor is
thisalp In his eagerness for peace, e went so
" far assto propose the surrender of certain distriets
near the ghauts, which would have been to Tippoo

" af extraordinary value, because morethan ever open-
. ing for him a r8ad, at any moment, into the heart of
Carnatic. *Mr. Hastings has the merit of having
put a direct stop to so discreditable an arrange-
nfent. He forbade it at every hazard, justly de-
o claring thatsuchan acknowledgment of inferiority
would be more injurious to the interests of Car-
natic than a continuance of the war for any con-
ceivable length of time. Neither did he per-
mit the Nabob to be slighted, or the Mahrattas
exasperated by a display of indifference to their
interests. As will be shown by and bye, a proceed-
ing which was charged against him as a crime,
qamely, his refusal to sign a treaty which the
Suprente Council had ratified, and the substitution
of a new ‘one drawn up by his own hand, was in
. point of fact an act of justice, of which the incon-
venjences, whatever they might be, were attri-
butable not to him, but to the over-weening self-
conceit and prejudices of the Governor of Madras.
All this while Mr. Hastings had the twgfold
burthen to bear, of wanton and groundless censure
cast upon him by his superiors at home, and a
great deal of annoyance through the misconduct
and timidity of the Company’s servants abroad.
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In Oude, affairs, so far from adjusting themselves,
became day by day more entangled. Mr Bris;-
tow blamed the Vizier and his ministery the
Vizier and his minister threw the blame on M.
Bristow, and they were not contradicted by the
reports which Major Palmer comnfunicated, while
passing to and fro on his mission to Roliileund. Of
the effect produced on his own mind by the Court’s
censure, I have in my selection from Mr. Hast-
ings’s private correspondence endeavoured to
convey a correct idea. I «do not think that the
reader will blame me for inserting here, in illus-
tration of the same, a single public document.
It is his reply to the Court’s letter, a powerful and
well written paper, which,Yhough more than once
printed elsewhere by fragments, has never, as far as
I know, been offered to general perusal, as a whole.
I think it entirely overthrows the dotage of Cheyt,
Sing’s right of sovereignty, and exculpa#tes the
Governor-general from all just blame for hav.ing
dealt with him as with a traitor. .
To the Honourable Court of DirecTors of the Honourable Uniten Rast
Inp1a Company,
Fort William, 20th March, 1783. o
Henourable Sirs,—In your letter to the Governor-
general and Council, dated 28th August, 1782, you
have been pleased to enter into a large discussion of
my proceedings at Benares, and to apprize the Board

of certain resolutions comprehending your judgment
upon them. These resolutions, as the immediate cause
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and subject of my present address, I shall, to avoid the .
peiplexify of frequent and remote reference, hereto -
subjoin.

« That it appears to this Court, that on the death
of Sujah Dowlah, 1775, a treaty was made with his
sugcesser, by which the zeminda1ry of Benares, with
Jits dependencies,ewas ceded in perpetuity to the East
‘India Compapy.

« That it appears to this Court, that Rajah Cheyt
Sing was confirmed by the Governor-general and
Cotincil of Bengal in the management of the said
zemindarry (subject to the sovereignty of the Company)
%n his paying a certain tribute which was settled at
Sicca rupees 22,66,180; ahd that the Bengal Govern-
ment pledged itself that the free and uncontrolled
possession of the zemindarry of Benares and its depen- -
dencies should be confirmed and guaranteed to the.
Rajah and his heirs for gyer, subject to such tribute,
and that no other demand should be made upon him
nor any kind of authority or jurisdiction exercised
within the dominions assigned him, so long as he
adhered to the terms of his engagement.

¢« That Jt appears to this Court, that the Governor- -~
general and Council did, on the 5th July, 1775, re-
commend to Rajah Cheyt Sing, to keep up a body of
2 OOdhm rse, but at the same time declared there should
i}e no obligation on him to do it.

« 'That it appears to this Court, that Rajah Cheyt
Sing performed his engagements with the Company in
the regular payment of his tribute of Sicca rupees
22,66,180. :

« That it appears to this Court, that the conduc? of
the Governor-gencral towards the Rajah, whilst he
was at Benares, was improper, and the imprisonment
of his person, thereby disgracing him in the eyes of
his subjects and others, was unwarrantable and highly
impolitic, and may tend to weaken the confidence
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which the native princes of India ought to have in the
justice and moderation of the Company’s government.”

I understand that these resolutions were either pabs
lished or intended for publication. As thdy have
proceeded from an authority so respectable, any reader
of them will naturally, and without hesitation, peliege,
that the facts on which they necessarily and indis-
pensably depend, have been fully established. And’
who are the readers? not the proprietors alone, wl.lose
interests is immediately concerned in them, and whose
approbation I am impelled by every motive of pride
and gratitude to solicit; but the whole body of the
people of England, whose passions have been excited®
on the general subject of th® conduct of their servants
in India; and before them I am arraigned and pre-
judged of a violation of the national faith in acts of
such complicated aggravation, that if they were true,
no punishment short of dgath could atone for the
injury which the interest and credit of the public had
sustained in them.

I hope, therefore, I shall not be thought to give
unnecessary trouble in calling your attention to a
subject not wholly personal, nor to fail in the respedt,
in which I have never yet failed, to your honourable
Court, in the mode of my vindication, which will not
admit of the common delicacies of expression 3 %or I
cannot admit facts, however affirmed, which I know to
have no existence, and-by which my character had®bcen
blamed, nor will a simple denial or refutation of them
be sufficient against such a charge, if I can at the same
time appeal to your own knowledge; prove by the
evidence of your own arguments, and to what your
honourable Court possesses in candour, for my first
justification and acquittal.

The facts affirmed, or expressed in terms equal to
affirmation, in your resolutions are as follows:

Ist. That the Bengal Government pledged itself
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that the frec and uncontrolled possession of the zemin-
darry of Benares and its dependencies should be con-
firmed Tnd guaranteed to the Rajah and his heirs for
ever.

2d. That it pledged itself that no other demand
should e made upon him, nor any kind of authority
Jor jurisdiction cxercised within the dominions assigned
*him, so long gs he adhered to the terms of his engage-
ment.

3d. That the Governor-general required him to
keé@p up a body of 2,000 horse, contrary to the decla-
ration made to him by the Governor-general and
®Council on the 5th July, 1775, that there should be no
obligation on him to do it’

4th. That Rajah Cheyt Sing was bound by no other
engagements to the Company, than for the payment of
his tribute of Sicca rupees 22,66,180.

5th. That Rajah Cheyt, Sing was a native prince of
India.

6th. The judgment passed on my conduct, as de-
ducible from the facts, is, that it was * improper, un-
warrantable, and highly impolitic, and may tend to
weaken the confidence which the native princes of
India ought to have in the Justlce and moderation of
the’Company s Government.” I must crave leave to
say, ‘that the terms « improper, unwarrantable, and
lnghl) 1mpol1t1c are much too gentle as deductions
from Such premises, and as every reader of the latter
will obviously feel as he reads the deductions which
inevitably belong to them. 1 will add, that the strict
performance of solemn engagements on one part fol-
lowed by acts directly subversive of them, and *by
total dispossession on the other, stamps on the per-
petrators of the latter the guilt of the greatest possible
violation of faith and justice.

But this and every other conclusion from the facts
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advanced in proof of them, will fail, if the facts them-
selves have no existence. I do, therefme, most posi-
tively and solemuly deny their existence. ‘.

I deny that the Bengal Government pledged itself
that the free and uncontrolled possession of the zemin-
darry of Benares and its dependencies should be cop-
firmed and guaranteed to the Rajah e«nd his heirs for
ever. ’

I deny that the Bengal Government pledged itself
that no other demand should be made upon him, nor
any kind of authority or jurisdiction exercised within
the dominions assigned him, so long as he adhered to
the terms of his engagement. o

I deny that I ever requirtd him to keep up a body
of 2,000 horse contrary to the declaration made to
him by the Governor-general and Council on the 5th
July, 1775, that there should be no obligation on him
to do it.

My demand (that is, the demand of the Board) was
not that he should maintain any specific number of
horse, but that the number which he did maintain
should be employed for the defence of the general
state.

I deny that Rajah Cheyt Sing was bound by no
other engagement to the Company than’for the pay-
ment of the tribute of Sicca rupees 22,66,180. °

He was bound by the engagements of fealty, and
absolute obedience to every order of the Goverfiment
which he served. The various and repeated profes-
sions of his letters are proofs and acknowledgmeats
of this construction of his vassalage’; and his own
caBuleeat, or instrument by which he engaged to per-
form the duties of his zemindarry, expresses it in the
acknowledgment of the Company’s sovereignty.
~ I'deny that Rajah Cheyt Sing was a native prince of
India.
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Cheyt Sing is the son of a collector of the revenue
of that province which his acts, and the misfortunes of
his mastgr enabled him to convert to a permanent and
heveditgry possession.  This man, whom you have
thus ranked among the princes of Iundia, will be asto-
nished when he hears it, at an eclevation so unlooked
far; ner less at the independent rights which your
commands have sassigned him; rights which are so
foreign from his conceptions, that I doubt whether he
will know in what language to assert them, unless the
example which you h‘we thought it consistent with
justice, however opposite to policy, to show, of becoming
his advocates against your own interests, should in-
»spire any of your own selvmts to be his advisers and
instructors.

I forbear to detail the proofs of these denials. In
legal propriety I might perhaps claim a dispensation
from it, and require the charges to be proved, not
myself disprove. But I have already disproved them
in my narrative of my proceedings at Benares which
has been long since in your hands, and is, I hope, in
the hands of the public. So that I think it sufficient
to refer, and to point out the ninth and following pages
of the copy which was printed in Caleutta, for a com-
plete explanation, and I presume as complete a demon-
stration of the mutual relation of Rajah Cheyt Sing
the vassal and subject of the Company, and of the
Company his sovereign.

The subject to which I now proceed, and on which
I rest my fullest acquittal, is too delicate to admit ot
my entering upon it without requesting your in-
dulgence and pardon for whatever may appear offen-
sive in it, and declaring that I should have .ub-
mitted in silence to the severest expressions of censure
which you could pass upon me, had they been no
more than expressions and applied fo real facts; but
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when the censures are not applied to -real “facts, ‘and
are such as substantially affect m)? moral- character,’L
should be myself ah accomplice in, the injury if-I suf-
fered the shghtest imputation to remain, whlci it vhase
in my power wholly to efface. . - o

A breach of faith necessarily inplies antecedent and
éxisting engagements, and can only be construml sugh'
by the express terms of. those engagements. I have .
-been guilty of this crime in my treatment of Cheyt
Sing, or of none, and may be ‘allowed to regret that
while you statéd such facts as implied it, you did not
in térms declare it. There is an'appearance of tender-
ness in this deviation from plain construction, of which,
however meant, I have a rlght to” complain, because it®
imposes on me the necessity of framing the terms’ of -
the accusation against-myself, which' you have only not
made, but have stated the leading arguments 50
strongly, that no one who reads these can avoid makmO'
it,-or not- know to "Rave-beengintended.

But permlt me to.ask: May I not presume that this
deviation arose from'something more than’ a tender-
ness for ' my character and fee]mgs ?<that * it'was dic-
tated by a consciousness that -no-stch” engagement
existed ? for if any such did exist, why were not the terms
of the engagement produced-in suppott of the charges

But even the facts which are affirmed in the regolu:
tions are such as must ‘depend upon some evidences,
for they cannot exist independently. ' If the Ben«ral
~Goverriment  pledged itself,” its pledge mus%' be
contained ‘in the written instruments which were ex-
pressly formed and declared to define the ‘reciproeal
relation and obligation of the Rajali and the Company.
The resolutions of your ‘honourable Céurt, as they
stand unconnected in’ their original ‘state, must be
accepted as the conclusions from certain‘and established
* evidence, and this “evidence, I must.presume, you'



- MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 79

meant -to produce in the long process of detailed
argument, which precedes them in your general letter.
This consists of pleced extracts from opinions. delivered
byyme iif the debates of Council, which not, onlywpre-.

ceded the settlement made with the Rajah Cheyt Sing,”.

when his zemindarry became the property of the Com-
pany; J)ut strange as it,will appear; which. passed on
an occasion wholly foreign from it, and.at a:time when
“the Company had not obtained the cession of the-
zemmdarry At the point of the seftlement, your detail
stops. - Had it proceeded, if must have exhibited the
conditions of the settlement, which would have con:
tradicted every fact which you have asserted and
cevery man of candour will believe that this was the
only reason why it did not proceed. , For. why are.my
speculative -opinions on the claim- made .upon .the
Nabob Assof ul Dowlah for the cession of the zemin-
darry of; Benares, which 1 thought -an mfrmgement of
a treaty already. subsisting” with him, and-upon. the
mode by which we should allow Rajali Cheyt Sing to
exercise the management of his zemindarry when it had
become the property of the Company, quoted in evi-

dence against me; wheun the actual deeds which con--

veyed to Cheyt Sing his possession of the zemindarry,
and all the conditions by which he had it, *vere the
onby criterid by which my conduct towards' him.could

be thied? The debates from which my oplmons are

EXtracted are so voluminous, and my share in them
bear® so large a proportion, that it would take up much
"time and argument to prove, what I could prove, that
in their collective and relative sense they are perfectly
consmtent so far as they can apply at .all, to my sub-

sequent conduct; but were.it otherwise, they are ®of »

to be made the rules of my conduct; and God forbid:
~ that every expression, dictated by the impulse ..of

present emergency, and unpremed1tatedly uttered in the -

3

-
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heat of party contention, should impose upon me the
obligation of a fixed principle, and be applied to every
variable occasion.

The wisdom of the legislature has declare®that the
whole collective body of the Governor-genetal and
Council shall be bound by the opinions of the majority ;
but the doctrine implied in your quotation,of my
opinions is. the reverse of that obligation, if my opinions
were not conformable to those of a majority of the
Board; and if they were, the acts of the Board, formed
on such concurrent opinions, ought to be quoted as
the rules of my conduct,not the opinions which only-led
to them. )

Having solemnly pronounced that Rajah Cheyt
Sing had performed his engagements with the Com-
pany, and that my conduct towards him was «im-
proper and unwarrantable,” you proceed to say that,
« such further resolutions as you may think proper to
come to on this very impgrtant subject will be com-
municated to us by a future conveyance.” This I
cannot otherwise understand than as an indication
of your intention to order the restoration of Rajah
Cheyt Sing to the zemindarry of Benares. It will be
expected after the judgment which you have passed as
an act of indispensable justice; and whehever this
promissory declaration is made public, as it must bs, if
not already known, what may have been expected will
be regarded as a certainty. If anything were wanting
but the express notification of your intention to cenfirm
it, the recall of Mr. Markham, who was known to be
the public agent of my own nomination at Benares,
and the reappointment of Mr. Francis Fowke by your
order, contained in the same letter, would place it
beyond a doubt. This order has been obeyed, and
whenever you shall be pleased to order the restoration
of Cheyt Sing, I will venture to promise the same
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ready and exact submission in the members of your
Cauneil.

Of the consequence of such a policy I forbear to
speak. $Most hapypily the wretch whose hopes may be
excited *by the appearances in his favour is ill qua-
lified to avail himself of them ; and the force which is

.,. e, . . . .
stationed in the provice of Benares is sufficient to
suppress any symptoms of internal sedition; but it
cannot fail to éreate distrust and suspense in the minds
botlt of the rulers and of the people; and such a state
is always productive of disorder.

But it is not in this particular consideration that I
gread the effects of your commands. It is in your
proclaimed indisposition against the first cxecutive
.member of your first Government in India. It is as

well known to the Indian world as to the Court of
English proprietors, that the first declalatory instru-

ments of the dissolution of my influence in the year

1774 were Mr. John Bristd% and Mr. Francis Fowke.
By your ancient and known constitution, the Governor
has been ever held forth and understood to possess the

ostensible powers of Government. All the corre-

spondence with foreign ministers is conducted in his
name : andeevery person resident with them for the
manggement of your political concerns is understood
to be more especially his representatives, and of his
choice, and such ought to be the rule; for how other- '
wise cgn they trust an agent nominated against the
will of his principal ; or how, knowing him to act under
the variable instructions of a temporary influence or
the fasual dictates of a majority, can they rely on the
measures Which he may propose, and which a suddes
change of influence, always expected in a deviation from
constitutional forms, may undo, and subject, in every
instance of their connexion, to a continual fluctuation of
affairs ? :

VOL. 111, G
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When the state of this administration was such as
seemed to admit of the appointment of Mr. Bristow
to the residency of Lucknow without much ®minution
of my own influence, I gladly seized the ocdsion’ t6
show my readiness to submit to your commands. I
proposed his nomination; he was nominated and de-
clared to be the agent of my own choice. Efen this
effect of my caution is defeated by your absolute com-
mand for his reappointment, independent of me, and
with the supposition that I should be adverse bo it.
I am now wholly deprived of my official powers, both
in the province of Oude, and in the zemmdarry of *
Benares.

Nor will the evil stop at these lines. My genereﬁ
influence, the effects of which have been happily mani-
fested for the support of your interests, is now wholly *
lost, or what may remain of it sustained only by the
prescription of long possession, and something perhaps
of personal attachment imPressed by habits of frequent
intercourse.

I almost shudder at the reflection of what might
have happened had these denunciations against your
own minister in favour of a man universally considered
in this part of the world as justly attainted for his
crimes, the murderer of your servants and soldlers, and
the rebel of your authority, arrived two monthseearlier.
You will learn by our common despatches What dif-
ficulties Mhadajee Scindia has had to surmgunt. in
reconciling the different members of the Mahratta state
to the ratification, and even, when ratified, to the inter-
change of the treaty concluded by him in May* last
with this Government. I dare to appeal even to your
judgment for the reply, and to ask, whether the ministers
of the Peishwa, possessing the knowledge of such a
circumstance, would not have availed themselves of it
to withhold their consent to the treaty, either by
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claiming to include Cheyt Sing as a party in it, or
either overtly or secretly supporting his pretensions,
with the fiew of multiplying our difficulties ; or, which
1s most%)robable, waiting for the event of that change
in the *superior Government of Bengal, which such
symptops portended, before they precipitated their
inferests in a cognexion with a declining influence,
which they might obviously conclude would render this;
with all its other acts, obnoxous to that which suc-
ceedted it.

Lheir counter part of the treaty is ratified, andin
our actual possession ; and such is the character of the
#an whom we have made our principal and guarantce
of it, that it will ensure us®against any change of sen-
timent which might arise from any cause in the breasts
of his countrymen. I am happy in having been the
sole instrument in the accomplishment of so happy an
event. It origihated in a scene of universal revalt,
encompassing my own person ; it began with the im-
mediate separation of the first power of the Mahratta
state from the general war, and was followed by the
instant and general cessation of hostilities,—in effect by
a permanent peace: for T have a right now to affirm
this, havings positively assured you that it would prove
such, while the formal confirmation of it remained so
long tn a state of suspense. In every progressive
state of it, it has met with obstructions which might
have gliscouraged even the most determined perse-
verance :—in the known indisposition of the presidency
of Bombay ; in the calamities of the Carnatic; in the
alar.ming interference of the President and Select
Committee of Fort St. George, by the exaggeratéd
portrait of their affairs in a letter addressed to our
minister, and sent in circalation through the midst of
the Decan and Indostan, entreating him at all events,
and with whatever sacrifices, to precipitate the con-

G2
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clusion of the treaty, and save them from destruction
but above all, in the vehement exclamations for peace
from men of every description in Great Britaln. | .
To all those counteractions I have appobed the
principles of firmness and defiance, and, aided by the
peculiar talents and wariness of Mr. David A derso.n,
I have at length brought my wishesgnd yours to their
destined point. Perhaps with a less able minister I
might yet have failed; but even the merits of his
services I claim as my own, for it was my choice which
called his mind into action, and my confidence that
gave it its best exertions. Pardon me, honourable
Sirs, this digressive exultation. I cannot suppress thg
pride which I feel in this smccessful achievement of a
measure so fortunate for your interests and the national
honour ; for that pride is the source of my zeal so fre-
quently exerted in your support, and never more
happily than in those instances in which I have de-
parted from the prescribefr and beaten path of action,
and assumed a responsibility which has too frequently
drawn on me the most pointed effects of your displea-
sure. But however I may yield to my private feelings
in thus enlarging on the subject, my motive in intro-
ducing it was immediately connected with ®s context,
and was to contrast the actual state of your polifical
affairs, derived from a happier influence, witle that
which might have attended an earlier dissolution of its
It is now a complete period of eleven years since I
first received the first nominal charge of your affairs.
In the course of it, I have invariably had to contend,
not with the ordinary difficulties of offiee, but with such
a® most unnaturally arose from the opyposition of those
very powers, from which I primarily derived my au-
thority, and which were required for the support of it.
My exertions, though applied to an unvaried and con-
sistent line of action, have been oceasional and de-
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sultory ; yet I please mysclf with the hope that in the
annals of ,your dominion which shall be written after
the cextjnction of recent prejudices, this term of its
adminigtration will appear not the leastconducive to the
interests of the Company, nor the least reflective of
the homous of the British name; and allow me to
suggest the instfuctive reflection of what good might
have been dagne, and what evil prevented, had due
support been given to that administration which has
performed such eminent and substantial services with-
out’it.

You, honourable Sirs, can attest the patience and
®emper with which I have submitted to all the indig-
nities which have been heaped upon me in this long

- service. Itwas the duty of fidelity which I essentially
owed to it. It was the return of gratitude which I
owed, even with the sacrifice of life, had that been
exacted, to the Companye my original masters, and .
most indulgent patrons. To these principles have I
devoted every private feeling and persevered in the
violent maintenance of my office; because I was con-
scious that I possessed in my integrity, and in the
advantages of local knowledge, those means of dis-
charging the, functions of it with credit to myself and
withh advantage to my employers, which might be
wanting in more splendid talents; and because I
had always a ground of hope that my long sufferance
would’ disarm the prejudices of my adversaries, or the
rotation of time produce that concurrence in the crisis
of your fortune with my own, which might place me
in the situation to which I aspired. In the mean tige
there was nothing in any actual state of your affairs
which could discourage me from the prosecution of this
plan. There was, indeed, an interval, and that of
some duration, in which my authority was wholly de-
stroyed; but another was substituted in its place, and
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that, though irregular, was armed with the public
belief of an influence invisibly upholding {t, whith
gave it a vigour scarce less effectual than that qf a con~
stitutional power. Besides, your Government had no
external dangers to agitate, and discover the looseness
of its composition. Y

The case is now most widely different: while your
existence was threatened by wars with fhe most for-
midable powers of Europe, added to your Indian
enemies, and while you confessedly owed its preserva-
tion to the seasonable and vigorous exertions of this
Government, you chose that season to annihilate ifs
constitutional powers. You annihilated the influence®
of its executive member. "You proclaimed its anni-
hilation. You virtually called on his associates to «
withdraw their support from him; and they have with-
drawn it; but you have substituted no other instru-
ment of rule in his stead, gnless you suppose it may
exist, and can be effectually exercised, in the body of
your Council at large, possessing no power of motion
but an inert submission to the letter of your command,
which, however necessary in the wise intention of the
Legislature, has never yet been applied to the esta-
blishment of any orlgmal Plan or system ¢ of “measures,
and seldom felt but in instances of personal favour or
personal displeasure.

Under such a situation I feel myself 1mpe11ed by
the same spirit which has hitherto animated the to
retain my post against all the attempts made to extrude
me from it, to adopt the contrary line. The seagon
for contention is past, the present state of affairs is
ndt able to bear it. I am morally certain that my
successor in this Government, whoever he may be, will
be allowed to possess and exercise the powers of his
station, with the confidence and support of those who,
by their choice of him, will be interested in his success.
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I am become a burthen to the service, and would in-
stantly relieve it from the incumbrance, were I not
anpreheﬂsne of creating worse consequences by my
“abruptfremoval from it. Such an act would probably
be comsidered by Mhadajee Scindia as a desertion of
hlm in_the instant of his accomplishment of his treaty

and defeal the Rurposes of it which yet remain to be
effected by his agency. I am also persuaded that it
would be atfended with the loss of the Commander-

in-Chief, in whose presence alone I look for the resto-
ragion of peace in the Carnatic, which he, perbaps,
would think too hazardous an undertaking with no
other support than a broken Government. I have no
wish remaining, but to see the close of this calamitous
scene, and for that I hope a few months will be suf-
ficient.” My services may afterwards be safely with-
drawn; but will be still due, in my conception of what
I owe to my first constituents, until they can be re-
gularly superseded by tho%e of my appointed successor,
or until his succession shall have been made known,
and the period of his arrival near at hand.

It therefore remains to perform the duty which I
had assigned to myself as the final purpose of this
letter, toedeclare, as T now most formally do, that it is
my desire *that you will be pleased to obtain the
carly nomination of a person to succeed me in the
Government of Fort William; to declare, that it is
my dntention to resign your service as soon as I can
do it without prejudice to your affairs, after the allow-
ance of a competent time for your choice of a person
to succeed mes; and to declare, that if in the inter-
mediate time you shall proceed to order the restoration
of Cheyt Sing to the zemindarry from which, by the
powers which I legally possessed, and conceive my-
self legally bound to assert against any subscquent
authority to the contrary, derived from the same com-
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mon souree, he was for crimes of the greatest enormity
dispossessed, and your Council shall resolve to execute
the order, I will instantly give up my station“and the
service LI ‘
To these declarations suffer me to add this réserva-
tion; that if in the mean time the acts of which I
complain shall, on a mature revision of “them, be
revoked, and I shall find myself possessed of such a
degree of your confidence as shall enalle me to dis-
charge the duties of my station, I will continue in*it
until the peace of all your possessions shall be restored,
or it shall be your pleasure to allow me to resign it.—I
have the honour to be, honourable Sirs, your most 4
obedient and faithful servant.
P.8.—Upon a careful revisal of what T have writfen,

I fear that an expression which I have used, respecting
the probable conduct of the Board in the event of
orders being received for the restoration of Cheyt
.Sing, may be construed as fitimating a sense of dis-
satisfaction applied to transactions already passed. It
is Mot my intention to complain of any one, but to
vindicate my own character, and to state the difficulties
of my situation. Neither do I mean, by excepting one
person, to cast a censure on any others. Yetel feel in
my esteem for Mr. Wheler, and in my solicitude o
avoid even the imputation of reflecting unjustly omhis
conduct, a duty impelling me to declare, that ih my
experience of it since the time that we were firgt in :
the habits of mutual confidence, it has been fair and
honourable to myself, and zealous to the public, equally
free from profession and subterfuge, and his suppott
givep to me in every instance equal to whatever claim
I might have to it.
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CHAPTER 1V. ‘

State of Parties at Home—Overthrow of the Coalition—Unsatisfactory
condition of things in India—Lord Macartuey’s Treaty with Hyder—
Famine—Mrs. $lastings’s Illness and return to England—Letters on
varlous subjects.

I will be necessary once more to advert to the
state of parties at home, to which Mr. Hastings’s
“good name, as well as the fate of the East India
Company, continued to furnish ample ground of
discussion. I alluded in a former chapter to the
formation of a Cabinet, which, because of the in-
congruous materials out®of which it was built up, -
has ever since been designated the Coalition. I
spoke also of the abortive issues to the India de-
bates which marked its first entrance upon office,
and of the assurance of Mr. Fox that, early in the
following session, a broad and sweeping measure
would be brought forward, and the question settled
for ever. With this promise on the part of the
minTster, and this expectation raised in the country,
and among the proprietors of India stock, the
houses of parliament separated, and for several
months the public, at least, was relieved from the
consideration of a subject which bad begun in some
measure to weary rather than to interest.
Meanwhile throughout the recess, events were
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continually occurring, all of them more or less
connected with the personal fortunes of the subject
of this memoir. In the month of August, fbre
example, the Fox packet arrived from Cilcutta,
bringing official intelligence of the peace wigh the
Mabhrattas. The triumph of Mr. Bastings’s friends
was, as might have been anticipated, extreme ; for
up to the latest moment a contrary persuasion had
prevailed ; and the majority in the Direction made
no scruple both to act and to speak, as if in every
point he had shown himse]f the dupe of Mahratta *
cunning. 'They were of course compelled, on
such evidence, to alter their tone; yet in Lord
Macartney’s angry letters they found some salve
to their mortification, aftl they hastened to deal
out blame as usual, where they ought to have ad-
ministered praise. They met, coldly expressed
their pleasure that the war had come to an end, and
instantly went on to censure the Governorsgeneral,
because he had made choice of Sindia as his agent
in the negociation. Nor was this all ; the squect
of presents was again brought-forward. _Mr.
Hastings was charged with rapacity in accepting
them ; and a resolution was passed, that the ten
lacs furnished by the Vizier should*be credited to
his public account. Nothing could be more illiberal
than all this, unless indeed it be another paragraph
in that memorable despatch, which required the
Governor-general to account for every gift received
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by him since his first acceptance of office. For
Mr. Hastings had repeatedly forestalled the Direc-

 tors on this point, by first applying the sums ad-
vanced personally to himself to the public service,
and then explaining to the Court how, and for
what purpose, e had done so. But the majority
were by this'time furious with rage. They felt that
they had placed themselves in a false position, and,
like obstinate men who have gone far astray, they
chose rather to flounder on, than by an honest effort
of self-denial to acknewledge their mistake, and
endeavour to make amends for it.

It was at this juncture, that Mr. Hastings’s
letters, announcing his intention on certain condi-
tions to resign, arrived ift London. No event could
have occurred more satisfactory to the Govern-
ment, which thus enjoyed the prospect of attaining
without a struggle the great object of their ambi-
tion—the Indian patronage. So delighted indeed
was Mr. Fox, that he spoke of Hastings as having

" removed from his shoulders an intolerable burthen;
even while his hostility, and that of Mr. Burke,
continued unabated. Mr. Hastings’s best friends
likewise congratulated themselves on the determi-
nation at whtch he had arrived, though for reasons
widely different from those by which the Cabinet
were swayed. They rejoiced, because so decisive
an act on his part entirely refuted the calumnies of
such as spoke of him in the light of one who could
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not be removed from office except by violence.
Yet there was one personage in the reasdm who
made no concealment of his regret on the Qcce'x- *
sion. The King everywhere avowed his belief,
that the retirement of Warren Hastings «t such a
juncture would be perilous in the® extreme to the
English interests in India; and the*fact of his
doing so had no tendency to conciliate for the Go-
vernor-general the good will of a Cabinet whiéh
their royal master was well known equally to dis-
trust and dislike. .

It was now the month of October, and the Court
of Proprietors, where his merits were still liberally
acknowledged, resolved to anticipate any censure
which might be cast on Mr. Hastings, by voting
him, ere the session of Parliament opened, their
formal thanks for his long and invaluable services.
The business was well managed by Major Scott,
Mr. Sulivan, and others, if indeed the expression
be allowable in a case where no managément ap-
pears to have been necessary ; for the body of the
Proprietors were of themselves steadily his friepds.
Accordingly while men’s minds were filled with
anticipations of what might happen—for the India
que.stion, it was well known, would be one of the
first brought on for discussion—the Court met, and
proceeded to business. I cannot refuse to my
reader the satisfaction of deriving from one who
was personally present a knowledge of the prin~
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cipal events which occurred at this meeting. The
following is Major Secott’s report to Mr. Hastings.

]
London, Queen-square, 10th November, 1783.

Tha’nk God, my dear Sir, I can now congratulate you
most s;ncelcly upon the completest triumph that ever
man received, who, from his exalted station has been
so much the object of admiration on the one hand, and
of envy on the other; but I will regularly detail the
business from the date of my last letter. In that I in-
farmed you we meant to call a General Court. After
several meetings with our friends, and those of the other
members of the Supreme Council, Mr. Macpherson and
M. Stables, in order to sgttle the mode of our proceed-
ing, it was Governor Johnstone’sopinion that the thanks
of the Court should only be given to you; but that if
the friends of the other gentlemen wished a vote of
thanks, it ought to be a separate motion. This how-
ever they would not condent to, and Lord Mansfield
. observed to me, that it was not a point worth splitting
upon, adding, with a peculiar archness, “ You know
the story, I and Doctor Radcliffe cured the fever.” We
thought it right to defer the meeting of the General
Court aslong as it could be done previous to the open-
ing of the esession, that what I have invariably con-
tenfled for might happen, namely, that the sensc of the
East ‘India Company upon your condnet might be
takqn in the fullest and fairest manner—trick and
chicane being necessary in the common intercourse of
politicians with each other, but totally useless to Mr.
Hastings, and, unworthy the justice of his cause.

Our letter for calling the General Court was given
in on Wednesday the 39th of October, and appointed
for Friday the 7th instant. Not long after the Court
was summoned, Lord Loughborough and a Mr. An-
struther (who so strenuously supported us last year)
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paid a visit to Johnstone in order to persuade him to
give up the business, and to permit you quietly to
retire, as you wished to do. That after You had
written for a successor, it was absurd to say anyjhing *
more on the subject. His lordship added, that he
heard we proposed voting you a continuation of Lord
Clive’s jaghire; and then he went into a 1éng detail
of the Mahratta war, insisting upon it that you were
the author of it. < In a word (he added}), you will be
disgraced and defeated, and I advise you to give up
the cause at once.” .
Johnstone made a very just and a very sarcastical
reply : « As to giving away jaghires of £30,000 a year,
I have hitherto invariably opposed such extravagant
grants ; however, when I alter my opinion upon that
subject, I will apply to your lordship for assistance,
who had so considerable a share in conferring that
reward on Lord Clive. Whenever I propose a reward
for Mr. Hastings, it shall be®such a reward as is suited
to the moderation of that gentleman’s character, not
fo the greatness of his merits. As to our being dis-
graced, it is impossible, and I scarcely think it possible
we should be defeated, but at all events I am deter-
mined to proceed, and I leave it to your friend An-
struther to instruct you on the subject of thg Mahratta
war. Last year, my lord, when you wished to distsess
Lord Shelburne, my support of Hastings was laudable,
and would you really wish me to accommodate my
conduet to your politics? Be assured I will not.”
Loughborough went away in despair of persuading
Johnstone, but every engine was set at work to oversét
us. 1 received a note from Lord Manshield last week,
to tell me to be active, ““ as there were indefatigable
machinations against us,” I saw hislordship the next
day at Caen Wood, who told me that if the ministers
persisted in their absurdities as to India, they must
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bre'.ak to picces ; and added, that two days before, the
first draft of the King’s speech was produced to the
Cabmet e In that his Majesty was to recommend the
* cOnsideration of India affairs to Parliament, and to
adopt all the nonsense of the select committee, as to
our having lost the confidence of the natives, &e. &e.
Me tofd Me Lord Stormont would do all he could, but
that if he did nof succeed, there would be a division
amongst thesministers on the first day of the sessions.
He much approved of our motion, and desired we
would not relax a moment. We got all our friends
together, and on Friday the Court was as full as at
the important debates of the last year, and consisted
of the most respectable characters in the kingdom.
Amongst them was the Archblshop of York, General
Oglethorpe (now ninety-six years of age), the honour-
able Mr. Greville, General Caillaud, Sir Francis Sykes,
Mr. Barwell, &c. &e. In short, gentlemen of all parties,

The business was exceedingly well conducted, as the
printed debate will show you, and your enemies were
so confounded by the impression which the oratory of
~ Johnstone and young Dallas had upon the Court, that
they were afraid to divide, lest the opposition should
appear Jnost thoroughly contemptible, but a Mr.
Edward Moore, the most stupid of men, brother of
Peter Moore, was the single negative to the motion.

Tle Fox I hope will be delayed a few days, and then
I shall be able to tell you what effect our meetings will
have upon his Majesty’s ministers. 1 hear, and from
authority too, that they very much approve of the mo-
derate language we adopted, both in the motion and
in the debate.” One circumstance I confess pleases me
beyond expression—that although the members of the
Supreme Council are thanked, the debate entirely
turned, as it ought to do, on the merits of the Go-
vernor general.
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The next morning early I called on Lord Mahs-
field, who was greatly pleased with the happy concly-
sion of a business in which so many of his Ma_]estys
ministers opposed us, till they saw the torren 10
strong to be resisted, and that the well earned popu-
larity of your character would bear down every, oppo;
sition.

The ideas of Mr. John Robinson differed materially
from ours, and the motion he wanted us %o bring for-
ward, was of a most curious nature, being in fact a
panegyric upon the two youngest members of the Su-
preme Council. Itran:~—That Macpherson arrived at

Madras in August, 1781, reconciled contending parties, o

and performed most essential services. That he came
to Bengal, found all in confusion; was zealous and
active in the public cause. That from the time of his
arrival, such and such supplies were sent to Bombay
and Madras; that at such a time Stables arrived, and
from that period great thing®had also been done. We
rejected this motion unanimously, and at last it was
agreed, as I have before said, simply to include them
in the vote of thanks, upon the principle of Lord Mans-
field, « that I and Doctor Radcliffe cured the fever.”
If we may judge from present appearances, ng man in
England will dare in future to attack your public con-
duct, and volunteers daily and howrly start up. o

I am so pleased with a pamphlet of the Etrl of
Stair’s, (which I shall send you,) that I transcrlbe an
extract from it in this part of my letter.

« Our title to our acquisitions in India has now got
stability from long possession; and however much
private vices, or private injustice may have stained the
administration of the Company’s servants, their system
of government appears solid, and has on trial resisted
and trinmphed over all the attacks which Europe and
Asia combined have made upon it. This being the
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case, the frequent, trifling, partial, peevish interfer-
ences of Parliament in the Company’s affairs, cannot
byt be hirtful to them, and are derogatory, in some

*sort, {o the dignity of Parliament. Above all, the late
attempts in Parliament to dismiss from his government
with disgrace, the Company’s great minister, the pow-
erful Chatham of, Jthe East, w ho has shaded with laurels
every dubious paxt of his former conduct, were pro-
ceedings of & most absurd ingratitude, for which no
regson can be assigned but a detestable one, viz. his
passessing what many men covet to possess. I never
saw, probably never shall see, Mr. Hastings. What I

o Write are the unbiassed effusions of impartial justice,
charmed to find a fit subject for panegyric. 1 neither
have, nor never had any connexion with him, or with
the East India Company or their affairs ; yet I think
it strange to sce all the force of reform bent towards
that quarter of the globe, in wluch alone our affairs
have been conducted with®success.’

You will observe, my dear Sir, notwithstanding the
warm and glowing terms which my Lord Stair uses,
that he talks of the dubious parts, and Johunstone, in
his speech, admits, for the sake of argument, that
such these may be: I have, however, provoked the
attack, and 4t has been shrunk from.  Upon this subject
too ¥ am sure you will admire the energetic and ani-
mated 1anguage of young Dallas.,  Lord Mansficld
says pur Court s the school of oratory, and that Dallas
goces far beyond Mr. Dunning as a public speaker.

I never saw the effect of oratory more strikingly
displayed! Bgber thinks him beyond, and I think
him equal to Mr. William Pitt. .

I have now but this wish, that whenever the situa-
tion of public affairs and your own inclination lead
you to return home, I may have the happiness to meet
you and Mrs. Hastings in the most perfect health, with

VoL. 111, H
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your constitution recovered from the shock it received
by that rascally fever last year. .

11th November, 10 at night.—I have beén in
House of Commons to-day to hear the debate qupon”
the speech. It passed without a division, aftét some
smart conversation between Mr. Fox, Mr jlgt and
Governor Johnstone. The King’s spgech recommends
the notice of Indin to the House, in general terms.
Lord Ossory, who moved, and Sir Francis Bassett
who seconded the address of thanks, said that,” as
India was our great stake, it became a subject,of
the utmost importance. Mr. Pitt agreed with them,
but hoped that ministers would bring forward theirg
plan fully and completely, and that it would be fairly
and impartially considered. Fox gave notice that this
day week he would make a motion on India business;
but he spoke with the utmost mildness and caution.
No personal reflections ; no illiberal abuse as hereto-
fore: no declaration that the proprietors had acted
illegally or indecently, in opposing the wishes of Par-
liament. All he said was, that he would propose his
plan, and leave it to the wisdom of the House to adopt
or to reject it.

Johnstone complimented Fox upon his mederation,
but confessed he was disappointed not te hear a gyl-
lable uttered in praise of Mr. Hastings, when India
was the subject under the discussion of the House.
Did not the members know, he added, what great
things Mr. Hastings had done—that he had concluded
the Mahratta peace, had saved Madras, and conquered
Bednore and Mangalore ?

. T. Pitt said he should wait till Ml Fox brought
forward his plan; that however he expected to see the
whole at once, and not that the ministers should bring
it forward scrap by scrap. Mr. Burke did not venture to
speak a syllable, and thus this day’s business went off.
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From what Lord Mansfield told me, I should sup-
pose theiy plan is so exceedingly absurd, that it will
Jbeodhrown out. But at all events, my dear sir, your
busintss is now fully accomplished, and whatever they
do, it will tend to set your character in a fairer point
of view,~ possible, than it now is, in the opinion of
every honest man®in this nation.

I dare say [ shall write again before the ship goes;
but T close this to prevent accidents.

I am ever, my dear Sir, most faithfully and gratefully
yotrs.

o The following brief account of the resalts of
Mr. Fox’s India Bill, ahd the breaking up of the

+ Coalition cabinet, is full of interest. I giveit, be-
cause it connects these events with the personal
history of Mr. Hastings.

From Major ScorT.
London, Queen-square, 20th December, 1783,

My dear Sir,—I have written to you several times,
both overland and by the ships that have sailed since
the 11th gf November, which is the date of the last
letter that I have had time to take a copy of. The
events since that period to the present day are won-
derful deed; and I may say, as Lord Mansfield said
of y our pr oceedmgs at Benares, that this month contains
chan<rcs and chances of importance enough to make
the hlstor_y of an age.

Agreeably to Mr. Fox's notice the first day of the
Sessions, he brought in his motion for the Indla. Ball
ou the 19th of November, which was prefaced by a very
long speech, on which, as it has been printed, and as
my answer to it has also been printed, I shall here
make no remarks. The Bill was read for the first time
two days after ; and on the second reading, the 1st of

——
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December, in spite of the very sound arguments offered
against it, it was carried for commitment by a majority
of two to one. It was again debated most powerfpdly
at the third reading, but carried, the numbers Being
208 to 106. Thus this important Bill, founded on
injustice and supported by the most glaring.fglsitieg,
passed one branch of the legislature.e The East India
Company made every possible stand, and no efforts were
untried to turn the tide in the House of Commons ;
but unfortunately the very arguments we offered to
avert the mischief were the arguments which carried
the Bill through, namely, that it was in the first place
a violation of every thing we should hold sacred in thise
country, and in the next place that it would extend the
power of the minister and increase his patronage beyond
all reasonable bounds by giving him entire possession
of the East India Company. Our next resource was
the House of Lords, and hege we hoped to make a firm
stand. Lord Thurlow sent for me the day before the
Bill bad finally passed the Commons; he took very
great pains to obtain complete information on the
subject, and he lamented very sincerely that I had been
so long in England at so critical a period without
obtaining a seat in the House of Commons, where such
bold and infamous assertions had passed unconjra-
dicted, werely for want of some person to speftk to
matters of fact. I had the pleasure to meet Lord
Thurlow and Lord Temple several times befose the
business came on in the House of Peers: They both
expressed the highest regard for you, and the firmest
conviction of the tmportance of yoursservices to the
piblic. Lord Temple, in particular, made use of the
following remarkable expressions :— You must knovw,
Major Scott, perfectly well, that if the present Bill
should be lost in our House, we shall turn out the
Ministry ; in that case we wish most cordially to support
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H
Mr. Hastings, and I hope to God he will not think of
quitting Bengal. I have taken great pains to make
mwesgelf acquainted with the transactions in Bengal
duridig his administration, and I find the deeper I go
the more reason I have to admire the conduct of Mr.
Hastinag”
On the 9th inseant the Bill was read for the first time
in the House, of Peers, when Lord Thurlow made one
of the finest speeches ever uttered in Parliament, to

“which I have attempted, though in vain, to do justice

ire the printed account of debates which will accompany
this letter. I sent the speeches to the press, as they
were so miserably given in the newspapers. The King
was certainly very much *alarmed when he thoroughly
understood the drift of Mr. Fox in bringing in his Bill.
Lord Temple had a conference with I1is Majesty on the
11th, and the consequences which have resulted from
it are most important. All those noblemen who are
denominated the friends of the constitution, and who
have strenuously defended the King’s prerogative, came
up to town, and when the Bill was read a second time
on the 15th, the House of Lords was fuller than it has
been known during the present reign. Our counsel
opened fhe business with wonderful ability, and de-
fended the Company with great success. The Minister
lost” the question that night at twelve o'clock by a
majority of eight. The counsel went on the next day,
andeyoung Dallas made one of the finest speeches ever
pronounced at that bar. It will be printed imme-
diately. No part was more approved of than that in
which he men¢ioned your services and the treatment
you had met with. The debate was put off for ¢hat
night by consent, and the next day, the 17th, it came
on. . Lord Loughborough was afraid to rise, and the
Bill was very feebly supported, indeed, by Lords Car-
lisle, Sandwich, and Derby ; and their arguments com-
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1
pletely refuted by Lords Gower, Walsingham, Coventry,

Rawdon, Camden, and the Duke of Rxchmond Many
others meant to have taken a part for us,and amon

the rest Lords Mansfield and Stormont; but the oppo-
sition was so contemptible that neither they, nor Lord

Thurlow, spoke. At eleven at night the Hange di-,

vided, and the Bill was rejected by a gajority of nine-
teen. Thus fell this famous Bill, and with it the
Coalition. Lord Mansfield stopped and falked to me
for ten minutes as he went into the body of the House
of Lords. I was at the bar. <« Well, Major,” said his
Lordship, as he shook me by the hand, «it is all over;

the Bill is lost. This is an important victory for e

Hastings, and another proof of the wonderful as-
cendancy of his fortune; it will make a dreadful con-
fusion, but you are neither of you responsible for that.
It is the fault of the man who would bring in such a
Bill.” Lords Mansfield and Stormont voted against
the Bill. That night it was fnown the Ministry would
be changed, and the next day the King sent a message
to Lord North and Mr. Fox, 1'equiring them to sur-
render the seals as Secretaries of State. The public
papers will tell you the confusion that is likely to ensue
upon this great change. Parliament will be dissolved
in two or three days, and both Lord Thearlow, now
Chancellor, and Lord Temple, one of the Secretaries,
say I must come in, as they want information exceed-
ingly in the House of Commons upon India business.
I shall write to you more fully upon the subject here-
after. I dined yesterday with Lord Mansfield, who
bad just parted with Lord Gower, the new Lord Presi-
den®, who declared that he did not intend ever again
to become a public man ; but the same principle which
would take from the Company their charter, might have
deprived him of his estate ; it therefore behoved him
to stand forth in support both of the King and the
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people. He added, this Mr. Hastings is 2 most extra-
ordinary_man, for it is he who has turned out the
. M'q%istry. Lord Mansfield said he had declared to

som8& of them long ago, that if they attempted to crush
Hastings they would suffer for it.
o I ammgure, my dear Sir, it will give you infinite
pleasure o heardhat the warm and animated expres-
sions of Lords Thurlow and Walsingham (when you
was the subject of their praise) were received by the
House of Peers with the utmost attention and pleasure,
and that no one Peer, not even Lord Loughborough,
attempted to cast the smallest censure upon you. On
the contrary, though he misrepresented the acts of your
government, he most earnestly entreated the House to
put Mr. Hastings entirely out of the question ; that it
was the system he wished to correct, and no man had
blamed the system more than Mr. Hastings.

But the conduet of Mr‘ Fox throughout this busi-
ness is surely the most extraordinary of any other.
Before he brought in his Bill, he waited upon Lord
Mansfield, who told him that he disliked the measure
exceedingly, but if Mr. Fox wished to carry it, he would
advise him by all means not to say a syllable about
Mr. Hastings ; for that his character was so high, and
his friends %o active, he would involve himself in very
gredt difficulties if he attempted anything against him.
Mr. Fox promised he would not, and he sent his friend
Shesidan to Halhed to bespeak our neutrality the very
day he moved for leave to bring in the Bill. Sheridan
wished to see me, but I refused to meet him. AfterthisT
was very muck astonished, indeed, to find that Mr. Fox
went fully into all the scandalous stories related in tBose
execrable libels (as Lord Temple calls them), the
Ninth and Eleventh Reports of the Select Committee,
and at the close of his speech to hear him declare that
he meant not to be personal against Mr. Hastings. 1
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believe, indeed, he now most heartily repents his
conduct. . '

I have persuaded Mr. Sulivan to push the deparjefe -
of the Surprise as much as possible, and T hope she
will be despatched early in the week. Enclosed is a
letter from Lord Mansfield to Sir Thomas M#®® Hie
Lordship desires you to be prepared for every thing.
If the new Parliament is against the Ministry, there
will be another change in six months; if not, we may
hope to see a stable administration, which will support
you most heartily. Lord Thurlow and Lord Temple
are much alarmed lest you should quit Bengal, but I
hope thereis not the smallest reason to apprehend that;
‘though I wish they would send you a proper successor
who may take possession whenever you have an incli-
nation to come away.

The opinion expressed by Lord Mansfield, that
the overthrow of the administration was in great
measure the work of Mr. Hastings, was nowhere
more warmly taken up than among the ex-ministers
themselves. If, therefore, they had previously re-
garded him with disfavour, disfavour degénerated
henceforth into rancorous hatred, which nothiﬁg
could appease except the total ruin of the man, to
whose firmness they attributed their own polisical
overthrow. On the other hand, the new ministers,
Mr. Pitt, Lord Temple, and Lord Tl.mrlow, spoke -
of &im in terms of the highest admiration, and
every where avowed their design of supporting him
to the uttermost. In the Court of Directors, like-
wise, a somewhat flexible body, a marked change
in his favour took place; while the Proprietors
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more and more found cause to congratulate them-
selves on4he part which they had played throughout.
‘SINMr. Pitt’s government was as yet weak. It
had, indeed, the support of the King and of the
countrd=and in spite of Lord Temple’s unexpected
resignation, the® rest determined to stand their
ground. But a majority in the House of Commons
was against them, and matters were not, as was
‘believed, ripe for a dissolution. Accordingly, the
same letters which conveyed to Hastings accounts

of his growing triumphs, and of the estimation in
which he was held in high quarters, warned him to
be prepared for a sudden reverse, and urgently
pressed upon him the necessity of attending more
than he had heretofore ddne to his private fortunes.
The following is a curious and an important docu-
ment ;—

From the same.

[ London, Queen-square, 11th January, 1784,

My dear Sir,—1 sent you copies of all my late letters
by the Valentine Indiaman, and an account of our
political situation, at the close of the year. I will
brind up my relation of our late transactions, although
there is no immediate prospect of despatching this
letter, except by the post over land.

I have already informed you of the interviews I had
been honoured with by the Lord Chancellor; since the
date of my last I have seen him every day. He is very
firmly and sincercly attached to you, and every one of
his Majesty’s present ministers profess the utmost
esteem and respect for you. The ministry is completely
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fixed, and if they will not desert the King (of which I
trust there is no danger), I am sure the King will not
desert them. Mr. Pitt, our present minister, has 3
municated to the Court of Proprietors the propoﬁtlons
he means to move in Parliament, and they have been
approved of by a majority of five to one. Jdghat will
be their fate to-morrow we cannot say, or whether the
ministers will be able to conduct any business with the
present House of Commons. I must refer you, my dear
Sir, to the newspapers, and the daily publications which
I will send to you, for an account of the great and ex-
{raordinary violences to which our enemies bave been
driven, by the virtue of the House of Lords, in throw-e
ing out that abominable Ind#a Bill, and, in consequence,
breaking up the Coalition ministry. You will hardly ,
believe that the brother of your amiable and worthy
deceased friend, Elliot, should now be one of your
avowed enemies ; or the Lord Advocate Dundas, your
steady friend and supporter, yet both these facts are
strictly true,

I was at Court on the day the House of Commons
presented their bold address to the King, and Sir Gil-
bert then told me that, had the India Bill passed, it
was the intention to have removed you immetiately on
the charge of peculation, contained in the elevemth
Report of the Select Committee. I hear alsq, Yrom
undoubted authority, that in the event of your removal,
Lord Macartney, or Mr. Eden, Sir Gilbert Edliot’s
brother in law, would have been Governor-general, and
Smith Commander-in-Chief. Thank God so rascally
an arrangement is for ever defeated. I ¢old Sir Gilbert
my® opinion very plainly of the conduct of your perse-
cutors; but it is strange indeed, my dear Sir, that the
very circumstance which tends of all others to display
your character as a disinterested man, in the fairest
point of view, should, in spite of all we can say, have
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been used as the strongest ground of crimination
against you—I mean your bnnmng to the credit of the
Tast India Company so large a sum as 200,0001.,, which
every ‘other man almost would have appropriated to
his own use. Even Lord Thurlow condemns you here;
nat thatdg has a shadow of doubt of your being able
completely to explain every circumstance to his perfect
satisfaction; but he says, you are to blame in not
having considered the wretches you have to deal with
here, and that if, by the utmost stretch of human in- -
genuity, it is possible to misrepresent any act of yours,
Mr. Burke and his committee will take the advantage
of every thing. You ought, says Lord Thurlow, to
have been aware of this, and to have explained every
part of a transaction (which he is convinced will re-
dound to your honour) in such a mannmer, as to have
confounded the malice of your enemies.

Mr. Dundas and I are noy on the best of terms. The
first time I met him was at Lord Thurlow’s, when he
told me that I must do him the justice to say he had
never doubted the honour, the integrity, or the abilities
of Mr. Hastings, though he had differed from him as
to some of his political opinions ; that these differences
were at at end, for the Mahratta war was at an end,
and every part of your conduct of late years appeared
to hiin _highly meritorious. Dundas is now Treasurer
of the Navy, and will be one of the principal managers
of the House of Commons on the side of adminis-
tration. He is absolutely to come forward in your
support, against Burke, and I am now furnishing him
with materials ¢éo make use of in your defence. His
argument is, “ I never doubted the honour or integrity
of Mr. Hastings; I blamed his polities of 1778; I
thought he cou' d not make peace with the Mahrattas,
but I have been mistaken. His relief and support of
the Carnatic, his improvement of the revenues of
Bengal, his spirit and activity, claim every degree of
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praise that I can bestow upon him, and every support
that his Majesty’s ministers can afford hip.” THis,
my dear Sir, is Mr. Dundas’s present language ; snd
if the ministry stand (of which I have no doubt}, and
carry the present bill through, you will be appointed
His Majesty’s Governor-general of Bengadus Lowd
Thurlow does not entirely approve of the intended bill,
by which the Governor-general and Commander-in-
Chief are to be appointed by the King, and the other
two by the Company. He sent me yesterday to put
the following question to Mr. Dundas :—“If the bill
should pass, his Majesty means to appoint Mr. Hast-
ings the Governor-general of Bengal: suppose thce
House of Commons should then be mad enough to
address the King to remove him, what is to be done ?”
Mr. Dundas answered, ¢“ The King will appoint Mr.
Hastings Governor-general of Bengal : most assuredly,
if such an address should pe proposed, we shall resist
it: should it be carried against us, we must dissolve the
Parliament, so that you need be under no apprehen-
sions : if we have strength enough to carry the bill, be
assured we shall have strength enough, and more than
enough, to preserve Hastings.” Thus we stand, my
dear Sir, with ministers. The King speaks®f you in
the warmest terms, and a prodigious majdrity throwgh
the kingdom espouse your cause and execrate “your
opponents.

In my last letter I told you that Lord Bathurst had
interested himself exceedingly to procure me a seat in
Parliament, and that every thing was settled for my
coming in for West Looe, in the room of Sir William
Jaes. Lord Mansfield thought I should be better
out of the House; but the Lord Chancellor was ex-
ceedingly anxious for my coming in, and pushed it all
he could. However, as party has run very high, Mr,
Pitt was afraid that Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke would re-
present it in an invidious light; and though he and his
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friends wished most earnestly that I should be in the

House, they rather were inclined to defer my appear-
ange for the first week, and Mr. Buller is to quit for
me N any time. The Chancellor is exceedingly dis-
pleased’at this, and says they will live to repent their
timiditgagnd that he would be answerable that neither
Mr. Fox nor MrgyBurke should browbeat me. I am
sure, my dear Sir, you will highly approve of my being
entirely guidéd by the Chancellor in this affair, and
theYefore I shall keep mysclf prepared to be elected
whenever he thinks the time proper, or rather, when
he can persuade others to think so, for he says, they
ewill live to repent my not being at this moment in
Parliament. He arguese thus:—“ I have scen the
greatest orators in the House of Commons struck dumb
by a fact. The boldest assertions arc hazarded there,
because there is no one who has knowledge or resolu-
tion enough to contradict Mr. Fox; you would do it;
and I am sure when the bill was depending, you would

" have turned the House, by stating to them what you
.have done off hand to me in conversation.” Mr. Dundas
told me yesterday that there was nothing they wished
more anxiously than to have me in the House of Com-

. mons, bwt that it had been thought more prudent to
bring in Mr. Buller for a few days, till the first tumnlt
had sybsided.

Before this letter 1s concluded, I shall be able to
tell you much more of the real state of our affairs. In
my last I told you that Lord Gower calls this, « Hast-
ings’s administration ;” and many of the party give me
the credit of having contributed more than any one
amongst them to overturn the late ministry. Addresses
to the King are preparing from all parts of the king-
dom, urging his Majesty to preserve the constitution
inviolate, and promising to support him. The faction
on the other side is composed of bold, needy, and de-
sperate men; but asthe City of London and the king-
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dom in general place implicit confidence in young Pitt,
one of the wonders of this age, I think Lord North
and Mr. Fox will be completely defeated. The former
is infinitely a more base and contemptible chafhcter
than the latter. What a wonderful public life is yours,
my dear Sir, both in England and in IndiafmAlmogt
every man despaired in July, 1782, ghen the death of
the Marquis of Rockingham kept you in Bengal and
saved India. Again, in October, when ministers
and a majority of Directors had determined upon your
removal, your constituents at that time preserved yeou.
Whatever Lord Shelburne’s private opinion may be, a
bill was brought into Parliament in his administration,e
or ready to be brought, whish had for one object your
removal, though perhaps upon more honourable terms
than that wretch Mr. Burke approved of. Shelburne’s
overthrow changed the face of affairs, and Lord Stor-
mont’s opposition prevented the Coalition from doing
anything the last session; but, at the commencement
of the present, Mr. Fox came forward with a vengeance,
and your cause was forgotten for the time, in attempts
to preserve the constitution and the Company. Fox
failed in his attempt, and failing, fell with all his con-
nexions. .

We have had two conferences with Mre Pitt, which
gave us great satisfaction. His propositions, I think,
are very fair, considering the madness and the preju-
dices of men in general with respect to India. dord
Thurlow thinks Mr. Pitt has taken too much; that all
appointments whatsoever ought to be in the Company,
subject to his Majesty’s approval, and that the Crown
shauld have a control as strong as possible at home.
However, we readily acquiesced in Mr. Pitt’s schemes,
in order to show our sense of the services he had ren-
dered the Company, by opposing a man who grasped
at all we possessed. :

James Macpherson has acted very steadily with us
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thro’ughout this business; and I assure you, my dear
Sir, I am at a loss for words sufficiently forcible to do
jusgice to the merit, application, and constancy of Go-
vernd Johnstone, both towards you and the East India
Comparty. I trust we shall elect him a Director on
Wednegday next in the room of that traitor, Sir Henry
Fletcher.

You will excuse me, my dear Sir, if many important
events have pdssed unnoticed in my late letters to you. -
Twenty times have I sat down to write to you in the
las} ten days, and as often been called away on mate-
rial business. Lord Thurlow asked me the other day -
of I cver eat or slept? Thank God, I have enjoyed an
uninterrupted share of healgh, and, having a good cause,
did not despond even when our affairs wore the most
gloomy aspect. The Chancellor is a firm, intrepid man,
so is Dundas, but I wish the other ministers possessed
as much courage as they do honour and industry. I
am only afraid of their timMdity, though they certainly
acquire more and more courage every day.

We have now a decided majority in the Court of
Directors, and I am upon the most friendly terms of
communication with our present Chairman, Mr. Na-
thaniel Smith,

You will weceive, as I understand, a paragraph of
disapprobation, couched, however, in decent language,
for having arraigned the conduct of the Directors, and
you will, with this, receive their warmest thanks for
the wonderful exertions by which you have saved India
and improved the revenues of Bengal.

17th January, I sent a copy of this over land last
night: I shall now close it and begin another #o-
morrow. I am ever, my dear Sir, most faithfully and
gratefully yours, Jonx Scorr.
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All this while Mr. Hastings, to whom these
changes& in his favour could not for many long
months be communicated, was labouring undg‘ the -
effects of the ill-judged and unjust censures, which
both the House of Commons and the Cpurt of
Directors had passed upon hime His colleagues
in the Supreme Council, from being .lukewarm
supporters of his policy, became, in consequence of
these censures, positively hostile.  With Lerd
Macartney his disputes assumed, day by day, a
more bitter tone ; while both Oude and Benares, fol®
the right management of which he had rendered
himself in a marked degree responsible, feli, in
the hands of Messrs. Fowke and Bristow, into ter-
rible confusion. The latter of these gentlemen,
indeed, seems, like the Governor of Madras, to
have aimed at nothing less than the total annihila-
tion of the Nabob Vizier’s authority. Of this, as
was natural, the Nabob Vizier complain.ed, while,
at the same time, he made it appear that so Iong
as the system of oppression and interference con-
tinued, it was impossible that he should be in a
condition to discharge with punctuality his®debts
to the Company. Moreover, as if fate had deter-
mined to vex Mr. Hastings with all its storms, a
fiilure in the periodical rains threatened to pro-
duce a famine; while Mrs.- Hastings’s health,
which had long been declining, laid him under the
stern necessity of sending her to England. Now
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Mr. Hastings was to a remarkable degree devoted
to the wifg of his bosom. She was his friend, his
coﬂﬁiant, his solace, his supreme delight ; and the
prospect of a separation from her, as it would have
baen ateany moment grievous, so it seems to have
affected him, at tfis Jjuncture, with positive anguish.
Mr. Hastings,' however, was not the sort of man
to make any unbecoming display, either of morti-
fied ambition or of lacerated feelings. He did not
scruple, indeed, as has been shown elsewhere, to
Cast back on his aceusers, their unmerited rebules,
,while his private communications to those to whom
he believed he could unburthen himself are all
tinged, both now and afterwards, with a deep
shade of melancholy. Nevertheless lLis energies
forsook him not. I will resign this thankless
office,” said he, “on the first favourable opportunity;
but I will not be driven from it, either by the folly
of my subgrdinates, or the injustice of my superiors.
I have saved India in spite of them all from foreign
conquest, neither will IAquit my post until the
internal affairs of this great country shall have been
restor.ed to something like order.” Accordingly,
with a marvellous command of temper, he applied
the energies of -his mind to the ungracious tas.k
of retrenchment and reform, endeavouring to per-
suade where he felt that he ought to have had -
authority to command, and yielding many a point
VOL. III. y I
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to the weakness of others, which his own better
judgment disapproved. .
The external relations of British Tndia wegebat
this time satisfactory enough. With France and
Holland there was peace; and if at the, outset
some soreness continued, especialby on the side of
the former nation, even of this the goed sense of the
Governor-general got rid. He set at nought.the
punctilious obstinacy of the Governor of Madrps ;
and, taking more account of the substance than of
the shadow of things, gave up at once, and witl?
a good grace, what must "have been given up with
abad grace in the end. With the Mahrattas again, °
the best understanding prevailed. They were
now the allies of the English, and, engaging them-
selves as such to put an end, either by negociation
or force of arms, to the war with Tippoo Saib,
they extricated Mr. Hastings out of what he felt to
be an embarrassing dilemma. For it was conso-
nant to his general policy, that in a Wdl affecting
the Carnatic, the English should appear_in the
light of allies, or subsidiaries only. Carnatic was
the realm not of the Kast India Company,%ut of
the Nabob of Arcot. It was against Carnatic
that the sovereigﬂ of Mysore had carried on hosti-
]i.ties, and if on that field the English happened to
oppose him;, they did so, ostensibly at least, because
they were bound by treaty to defend and support
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a prince with whom the King of England was in
alliance. In a word, Mr. Hastings knew that
antong the native powers there was a rooted jea-
lousy of the encroachments of the English, not un-
natmal to men who beheld principality after prin-
mpahty first takgn into alliance, and then absorbed
by these styangers; and he was exceedingly
anxious, just at that moment, to show, that the
Eunglish were not wholly regardless of the faith of
treaties, nor bent on aggrandising themselves at
ethe expense of violated engagements and outraged
decency.

It was Mr. Hastings’s anxious wish, that the
Mahrattas should stand forward as mediators
between the hostile powers of Mysore and Carnatic.
This, however, he could bring about only by re-
cognizing the Nabob as the principal in the quarrel,
and his views being eagerly embraced both by the
Nizam and the Mahratta chiefs, Mr. Hastings con-
celved that Jothing remained for him, or for the
pzeSIden(‘y of Madras, except to carry on hostilities
boldly, and with vigour, till it should be announced
to them that the rival princes were in treaty. Lord
Macartney took in this, as he did in all the rest of
his dealing wigh the Nabob, a view diametrically
opposed to that of the Governor-general. Haviflg
seized the Nabob’s revenues in order to maintain
the war, and deprived him of all authority over
his own subjects, he could not see the smallest

12
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necessity for consulting him in the managemen't of
a peace ; to purchase which, indeed, his _Lordship
was prepared to give up a portion of territoby,
over which he could claim no other right.of so-
vereignty than that of the sword.  Accogdingly
Commissioners were by him appointed who re-
paired to Tippoo’s camp, and there,negociated a
treaty into which the name of the Nabob was not so
much as introduced, nor any notice taken either
of the Nizam or the Mahrattas. Mr. Hastings
was justly indignant at this proceeding. He®
could not, indeed, interfere to stop the negocia-
tion, because peace, on almost any terms, the Com- *
pany were eager to obtain; and had the accom-
plisbment of that wish heen deferred for a single
season, to his ambition, not to his sense of right,
the  circumstance would have been attributed.
But he did his best to lessen the appearance of
wrong 1n the eyes of the powers whom the Madras
Government was insulting, and to repajr the injury
which had been heaped upon them. For this, pre-
judiced historians have blamed him, but it is not
the only act of his with which prejudiced Risto-
rians have dealt unfairly.

There is no earrying on war in any country of
the world without a heavy expenditure of money;
and in India the costs of keeping armies in the field
are fearful. Throughout six years, the Bengal
states had been called upon to maintain, at dif-



. MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 117

ferent points in the theatre of operations, not fewer
than 70,000 fighting men : besides supplying the
wants, both of Madras and Bombay out of their
own rgsources. T he inevitable consequences were
the accumu]atlon of a debt, to provide means for
the payment, of which—I do not say in its capital,
buf in its interest—sorely perplexed those at the
heads of departments. It was vain to speak of
reducing their establishments, and so aequiring, by
e degrees, the funds of which they stood in need.
Not a sepoy could be discharged with six
months pay due to him ; while the idea of paying
up the dishanded troops, while the claims of those
with arms in their handseremained unsatisfied, was
not to be entertained for a moment. Besides, you
cannot borrow in India, as you can in England
or France, upon public credit, and trust to the
management of future years for the means of
\lelnrr out the loan. Neither might the local
govemment venture to draw upon the home autho-
rities fo such an amount as could in any material
degree assist them in their difficulties. There re-
mained, therefore, but one resource. The payments
from Oude and Benares were to a large extent in
arrear ; while the rulers of both countries impbr-
tuned the Governor-general to take the manage-
ment of their respective affairs into his own hands.
I have had occasion, in a previous chapter, to show
that with the proceedings of the residents at hoth
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durbars Mr. Hastings had long been dissatisfied.
He now, therefore, brought the subject formaly
before the Supreme Council, and after a goed deal
of argument, prevailed upon a majority to gommit
the arrangement of the business ta his care.

The following long letter will best,explain both
the nature of the difficulties under which he laboured,
and the measures which he proposed to adopt for
the purpose of surmounting them. I have read
it myself with great interest, and cannot there-*
fore doubt that it will be read with interest by
others.

To Major Scotr.

.
Fort William, 15th October, 1783.

My dear Scott,—The principal occasion of these
despatches is to convey to the Court of Directors an
early information of the state of their affairs at Luck-
now, and I have made an appeal to them of greater
length than any that I ever wrote in my cofitest with
General Clavering and his party. *

The sum of the story is this: As Mr. Middleton
pleaded the opposition of the Nabob Vizier for the non-
performance of the arrangements formed betweeneus, at
his own solicitation, when we were at Chunar, and
represented the Nabob as reduced to a state of extreme
affliction and despondency by my repeated and strong
instances concerning them, the inconsistency seemed
to me so strange and unnatural, and I was so solicitous
of undeceiving the Nabob, that I resolved to depute
Major Palmer to him for the purposes of convincing
him that in what I had required I had never exceeded
the points of his own most urgent solicitation ; of in-

i
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quiring into the causes of the dissatisfaction which he
w§s said o have conceived at my acts ; and to assure
him that T never would interfere in his affairs but at
his own request, nor make any demand upon him but
for the, sums which he owed to the Company.

Major Palmer went off with this message, and found
Mr. Richard Johnson in actual possession of the
powers of the residency, which Mr. Middleton quitted
soen after to escort his wife to the borders of Bengal.
Jgohnson abused his trust, or was charged with it, and
kept the Board and myself in total ignorance of his
acts, though unauthorized, and of the state of the
country, which was in ugiversal revolt. For this he
was recalled ; and soon after, Mr. Middleton, for his
neglects; and Mr. Bristow appointed in his stead ; but
not till 1 had made him write to the Nabob for his
consent, and Lad obtained it. I thought that I had
secured Bristow’s fidelity ®by his gratitude, and Mr.
Macpherson pledged himself to me for his good be-
haviour. I never give great trust without confidence,
nor confidence by halves. I gave Bristow instructions
on every possible case that I could suppose, or he
require them; and spoke my sentiments very freely of
Hyder Beg, the minister, whom I suspected of a col-
lusion with Middleton and Johnson, and blamed
equally with them for acts which I have since had
reason to believe were imposed on him by their ascend-
ant Over him.  On this ground, and on no better, Mr.
Bristow, after an ineffectual attempt to draw Hyder
Beg into a confederacy with him to usurp all the powers
of the Government, proceeded to an open assumpijon
of them to himself. Major Palmer, who had been de-
puted to Fyzoolla Cawn, found matters on his return
in this train; and, at the solicitation of the Nabob and
his minister, transmitted their complaints of it to me.
I laid them before the Board, first in a private, and
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next in a public manner. After many shifts and
delays, they were sent to Mr. Bristow for his reply fo
them. After longer delays, he replied. The Boa%d
acquitted him of every charge without any evidence but
his denial of them ; and I have adjudged him gullty of
every one, even on the same cvidence of his o¥n det
fence. And I have appealed from Pheir sentence to
the Court of Directors. My letter of appeal, my
minute containing the examination of Bristow’s de-
fence, and all the papers of reference, have been copied
in their order, and will be sent to you with this. It"is
my earnest desire that they may be published, if the
Court of Directors hesitate to punish the authors of
these oppressions, and to relieve the Nabob of Oude.
It is not Mr. Bristow nor Mr. Cowper against whom I
complain, but the members of the Board, and Mr.
Macpherson especially, whose instruments they are,
and the puppets of his direetion. These have dared
to affirm that they have acted by my instructions; than
which nothing can be more false, nor more opposite to
my principles or to my nature. As a bad cause re-
quires extraneous helps, I expect that this will be de-
fended by recrimination. Major Palmer, havm(r been
on intimacy with Cowper, wrote to him some famlhax
notes, which contained an allusion to the dissensions %t
Lucknow, and he having obtained Palmer’s permission
to show them to Bristow, they both took copies of thein,
and sent them to Caleutta, where they were arffully
shown to two or three men who were known to have a
quick feeling for my interests, and by them reported to
me, as containing some indiscreet avowals of Major
Palmer, which would hurt him and me. I apprised
Palmer of it, and have got the copies from him, he
himself having been obliged to apply to Cowper for
them. These I will send you, because I suspect that
they will be surreptitiously sent home for the same de-
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famatory purpose. To prevent this, I formally made a
degnand of Messrs. Stables and Macpherson, that they
would produce the papers on record if they had them,
and theught them of consequence. They refused it,
and Mr. Macpherson on a principle of honour most dis-
Fonourdble; for he says that those who have them
ought not to puflish them without the consent of the
parties, though they have been already produced by
ong of the parties to vilify the other; and I have pro-
tested against the refusal as a denial of common
justice. I refer you to the correspondence and my own
marginal notes for those passages of which I suspect

®an advantage will be taken; and if you hear of this
correspondence in England, publish it with the rest of
this general subject, or make such other use of it as
will best refute the calumnies that may be built upon
it. You will find it a specimen of the candour of
Palmer's mind, and the eunsuspecting honesty and
generosity of his heart.

Thereis not living a man of more candour; and had
e, a witness of acts which reflected infamy on my cha-
racter, remained a tacit spectator of them, he would
have been the basest of all men. He has knowingly
sacrificed all his hopes by the part which he has acted ;
arfd they whose villanies have been brought to light
through his means have nothing left but to brand him
with the names of incendiary and informer, and so they
migR’t a man who should awaken me when an assassin
had a dagger at my throat and I sleeping.

You will wonder that all my Council should oppose
me. So do I.* But the fact is this: Macpherson s.md
Stables have intimidated Wheler, whom they hate, and
he them most cordially. Macpherson, who is himself
all sweetness, attaches himself everlastingly o Stables,
blows him up into a continual tumour, which he takes
care to prevent from subsiding ; and Stables, from no
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other cause that I know, opposes me with a rancour,so
uncommon, that it extends even to his own frlendi if
my wishes chance to precede his own in any proposal
to serve them. In Council he sits sulky and silent,
waiting to declare his opinion when mine is regorded ;

or if he speaks, it is to ask questions of cavil, or to con-
tradict, in language not very guarded, and with a tone
of insolence which I should ill bear front an equal, and
which often throws me off the guard of my prudence;
for, my dear Scott, I have not that collected ﬁrmness of
mind which T once possessed, and which gave me sucha
superiority in my contests with Clavering and his asso-
ciates.” My last year’s sickness has left a debility upon
my constitution which I cannot remove, nor shall till I
try a colder climate. One thing let me add to close
the subject: I early remonstrated with Stables on his
conduct, and asked him if, in my personal behaviour to
him, I had given him anye cause of offence. He de-
clared that I had not, but treated him with an atten-
tion and confidence which had always given him the
greatest pleasure, or words to that effect; but talked
of his situation, Company’s orders, and expenses.

The preceding will be a preface or clue to the subject
of my minute on Bristow’s defence, which I esire you
to read with attention, and oblige my good old friend
toread it. It is of too great length for Lord® Mans-
field ; yet I value his good opinion so much that I
wish he could see it. 1 have written it with a view to
make it complete in_itself, and not to depend on its
relative materials for the comprehension of it ; so that
it js probable most readers will contént themselves
with that and Bristow’s defence, which is a curious pro-
duction.

I expect an answer from Macpherson when the
packet is closed ; but it shall not for that reason fail of
areply. I shall deal with him as I have ever done
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with others, openly and fairly. He will aim his most
wegghty strokes at me through the medium of his
letters to England. Be sure to avail yourself of this
intimatton, and claim the right of discrediting every
informgtion so insidiously offered, whether to the
pubhc, to the Company, or to higher powers.

The next sub}ect of importance is the business of
the Nabob Walla Jah's assignment. In this, as in the
last, Mr. Wheler’s conduct has made me ashamed of
him. He readily entered into the treaty of the 2nd of
April, 1781, with the Nabob, which has thrown the
oNabob into the merciless hands of Lord Macartney.
* He equally condemns Lord Macartney’s conduct, and
affects an equal pity for the Nabob with myself; and I
have told him, with all the delicacy that I could, that,
as a gentleman, independently of public considera-
tions, he ought to support and redress the Nabob.
The Lord Macartney an® his Committee refused to
part with the assignment, and I urged the members of
the Board to suspend them for it. I urged it in con-
versation, not officially. They agreed, against my ad-
vice, to write again to the Committee, and to write
also to the Council to command the restitution of the
a951gnment,m more peremptory terms. I did not like,
as I said in the words of my old and wise friend Dupré,
to sho¥ my teeth without the power of biting; but,
not choosmg to break upon such a subject, and glad
to galn the second point, if the first was unattainable,
I submitted. The letters were written, and met the
reception they deserved. I summoned a meeting of
the Board specially to read the letter ; but I could Jot
get them to decide upon it. Stables, as usual, was in-
flexibly silent, and Macpherson talked, but said nothing.
When I found that nothing could be done, either for
or against, I said that I would take the letter home,
and propose my own opinion upon it. You shall have
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a copy of it, with my opinion delivered on the first
refusal. . .

It will be curious to observe the similarity in style
and substance of the letters of the Nabob Walla Jah
and the Nabob Assof o’ Dowla. They both suffer

L]

the same deprivation and personal 1nsults, and bofh
fcehng alike, have expressed the same feelings, not
only in the same words, but almost in tife same turn of
sentiment. .

Many friends and many foes will ask alike, what
interest have I in the concerns of the Nabob Walla
Jah ? I answer, none. I am not a creditor of the
Nabob, nor connected with any. I never received from
him any pecuniary bounty, except a thousand rupees,
or pagodas (I forget which), which he gave to each
member of the Council when I was one at Madras, on
some public occasion, for a ring ; and if he had offered
me crores, lacs, or less gratuities, I should bave re-
jected them, not less from a scruple of honour which
would render it a crime deserving of infamy to receive
gifts from those who have appeals to my justice, faith,
or integrity, than because I should deem it equally
infamous to plunder a plundered man. He knew me
too well even to suggest the remotest proposal of the
kind ; nor, poor man! has he for some years past had
either present means or credit to raise them. Possibly
the emissaries of the Rajah of Tanjore will have in-
sinuated the reverse, and therefore I furnish you.with
an answer to them. But for the late support which I
have given to the Nabob, I have the following in-
ducements:—

Pst. The faith of a public treaty binding me publicly
as the head of the Government which made it.

9nd, The faith and honour of a gentleman, who
made the treaty.

3rd. The conviction with which 1 am impressed that
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the Ji)ublic credit of our faith is necessary to our future
exjstence ; and that we have shown such a contempt of
it in so many other instances, that, with this crowning
the whole, nobody will trust us.

4th. That this defect of our political character was
the cauge of the late confederacy against us, and the
consequent invasign of the Carnatic.

5th. The 'Luthonty and dignity of this Government,
which require® present reparation for the restoration
of both.

6th. That the defects of our alliance with the Nabob
of the Carnatic may be forced on the notice of the
Hublic, and defined by specific declarations or engage-
ments.

7th. The indignation whwh as a man, I feel against
acts of tyranny and insolence.

What reception my minute will meet you will know
before the close of this letter. I suspect it will be a
rejection in terms, a propo8al to wait the Company’s
orders, and perhaps a protest.

The President and Select Committee of Fort St.
George have repeatedly called on us for powers and
instructions to treat with Tippoo. We have peremp-
torily refysed to do either, affirming that we had no
claim on Tippoo but to his acceptance of the article of
the treaty with the Peishwa which included him, and
which r8quired no other written engagement ; that for
this the Mahrattas were accountable, and had engaged
to compel him by force of arms, if he refused; that
the Mahrattas had an interest to fulfil this part of the
engagement, and that we forfeited our right to it by
engaging with fiim in a separate and direct treaty. ,

But Lord Macartney wishes to yield portions of the
Carnatic to Tippoo, which he says are of no note, but
lie convenient for Tippoo, and therefore we have ob-
jected to it, Ile has also demanded our consent to
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demand from Tippoo the reimbursement of all“the
sums which we have expended in the war, and a com-
pensation for all the losses and devastatiens of the
Carnatic, reproaching us for having neglected them’in
our treaty with the Peishwa—an example of folly,
impudence, and inconsisteney to which we have scarce
made a reply, but have referred the propositiofl to tite
Court of Directors, with a copy of® the letter which
Lord Macartney and his Committee syrote to Mr.
Anderson and circulated through the Courts, of
Hydrabad and Poona in its route to him, petitioning
him, for mercy’s sake, to conclude the treaty at ‘all
events, and instantly, though with the sacrifice of every
ally that we had, and save Fort St. George from a®
ruin inevitably impending without it.

I have the pleasure to add, that I have a letter from
David Anderson, advising me that letters have been
received both by the Peishwa and Mahdajee Sindia
from Tippoo, declaring hie acquiescence in the article
of the treaty which includes him. Yet I think that his
Lordship will, if he can, still prevent the effect of this
declaration; and if he does, he will quote the orders
of the Company for his authority.

We are here under great apprehensions of a famine.
The solstitial rains have failed in all the wesfern parts
of Hindostan, from beyond Lahore to the Carrumnagsa.
It has raged most violently in the countries most re-
mote ; our province of Bahar has suffered greatly by
the failure of the last harvest, and by the arfificial
want caused by the apprehensions of greater. The
complaints and fears of it have already extended to
Bengal, where we have great plenty.* I have recom-
mended the appointment of a committee to provide
against the growing evil, and the other members have
agreed to the plan. It remains to appoint the mem-
" bers, who, 1 fear, will not be of my choice.
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Soon after Nedjif Cawn's death, I, at the pressing
instance of the Kmow and Vizier, deputed Major Browne
to .Delhl with priv ate instructions, approved by Wheler
and Macpherson, the only members of the Council. He
was detained by Mirza Sheffy Cawn, who succeeded
Nedjlf Cawn in the command of the army; and the
Ring dgain pressingly requiring his presence, and
writing to me to®assist him, I recommended to the
Board to assist him, a very small force being sufficient
to give or take the lead in his administration, and
more likely to prove a defence to the Nabob Vizier’s
northern dominions than our scattered regiments
quartered over them against his will. The two mem-

*bers of the Board have opposed it, and Mr. Stables

moved for Major Browne's recall.

But this is of little moment. Many other matters I
pass which would be of consequence in an ordinary
train of aflairs, but are lost in the magnitude of those
which mark the total imbeaility of this Government or
reflect infamy on our national character.

I regret that I never gave you a detailed explanation
of our salt department; I believe I left it to 8. Sulivan
to write it to his father, and I know that he did write
it. But he has other cares; I find at least that it is
unnoticed, and in a printed report of a Committee of
the Propuetms, I read it with astonishment stated as
a mere transfer of the profits of the land revenue to
the salt. The fact is, that it now yields a clear net
incofle of more than fifty lacs, unincumbered with
official charges, unexposed to invasion, a rich dominion
without garrisons or a military establishment, and all
of my own création; for you will remember that I
extorted the Board’s consent to the first trial of iton
my own responsibility, every member of the Board
opposing it, and even my friend Mr. Barwell not
daring to take his share in the hazard of it. Yet no
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sooner was it found to answer, than a seramble was
made for the patronage of the salt agencies; of which
I ought not to complain since the first comptroller wa,s
left to my choice, and he has amply repaid my confi-
dence. My dear Scott, do not suffer this acquisition to
be overlooked, when I am charged with plofu.smn of
expense. The charge is wickedly false, but were 1t
true, what are the most exaggelate:l excesses of our
disbursements, compared to such an actumulation of
revenue, as fifty lacs in a single article? I will send
you the account. That of the two first years, abridggd,

is as follows :—
Rupees.

Net produce of 1187 or 1780-1 ., . . 2583129 7 8

Net produce of 1188 or 1781-2 from the
account closed 30th April, 1783 } 50,00,105 3 9

Estimate of ditto, 1189 or 1782-3 . . . 50,96,883 2 0

The produce of the last year can only be esti-

mated The two first sums are actually realized, and

. 47,77,086 2 1 of the latter. The rest is cer-
tain.

I shall leave this letter open for new matter to the
last. In the mean time, I inform you of an event
likely to happen in my own family, to whichel already
look, though yet distant, with anguish. « Had affajrs
gone on but indifferently, it was my resolution to leave
India in January next. But as my presence may be a
kind of check on Macpherson, who I am convinced yould
observe no bounds with the Nabob Vizier, were I out
of the way, I cannot in honour depart till I receive
either an answer to my letter of March, last, or till my
stiecessor is nominated, and either arrived, or so near
that my departure, if pressed by the season, may pro-
duce no intermediate ill consequence : thatis to say, 1
will wait, if necessary, till the next season, which is at
least one year longer. In the mean time, as Mrs.
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Hestings’s constitution visibly declines, though not
subject to the severe attacks which she used to experi-
eqce, sheswill depart at the time which I had fixed
for mine with her, and I shall do all that I can at this
early period to make the resolution irrevocable. 1
stay most reluctantly on every account, for my hands
dre as ‘effectually bound as they were in the year 1775,
but with this différence, that there is no lead substi-
tuted to mine: and my constitution is, I fear, broken
beyond the power of any aid in this climate to repair
it. Thave held a court of conscience in my own breast,
which has determined the duration of my service, and
beyond that no consideration upon earth shall induce
®or compel me to act lon(rer with such associates.
“These wicked creatures yet do look well favored

When others are more wicked : not being worse

Stands in some rank of praise.”

I in my heart forgive General Clavering for all the
injuries he did me. He was my avowed cnemy,
These are my dear friends, whom Mr. Sulivan pro-
nounced incapable of being moved from me by any
consideration on earth. I thought so too, though a ray
of inspiration very early flitted across my imagination
more than onee, and showed me the naked character of
Macpherson, with his borrowed robes lying by him;
batt I either treated the warning as an illusion ; or 1t
escaped me while some more pressing object called off
my attention; or I chose rather to be deceived than to
yield®to doubtful suspicion.

Have you seen what the Court of Directors have
written about the ten lacs, and the Begums of Fyza-
bad ? :

The first subject is contained in the 54th and 55th
paragraphs of their general letter dated the I5th
January, 1783—the last in the ten first paragraphs
of the letter of the 14th of February.

VOL. II1. K
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The first is written in harsh, and almost rude lan-
guage. The last is insolent, for they asgribe to<the
Begums of Fyzabad a motive for their conduct which
they themselves never thought of, and suggest that
they armed themselves for defence against my oppres-
sions, suspecting that I should treat them 2s I hkad
treated Cheyt Sing. Are these®men the rulers of
India? o

These paragraphs have furnished the malevolence
of Stables, with a plea for proposing a new inquiry
into their conduct ; but his friend has ill-supported him ;
and as he loves the crocked better than the straight
path, he has confined himself to the apparently gent®
proposition of informing the Begums, that the Court
of Directors have ordered our Government to preveng
their suffering oppression from the Nabob, and to
allow « those ladies an asylum (the words of the gene-
ral letter) in our’own proginces.” The fact is, that the
Nabob and his mother are at this time on very good
terms, and in my heart I believe that this motion is
made to set them again at variance, as they are at
present confederates against Mr. Bristow. I have op-
posed both, and both questions remain yet undeter-
mined. [ fancy they will drop. .

I am more hurt by the manner in whith you tell me
Lord North professes his kindness to me, than I
should be were he to declare himself against me; and
I conclude from it, more than from every othar symp-
tom, that it is full time for me to quit, and that I
ought to have given place a twelvemonth ago; for
what credit can I gain, how indeed can I avoid losing
®credit, when I am barely suffered, and the man whose
power and dignity of character had equally drawn my
hopes of support towards him above all others, says,
he will befriend me, but expresses his impatience at
my stay? I want not such friendship, nor shall I
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th'ank him for it. I thank those only who support me
because they think me fit for my office. If I am not
f&, let his Lordship give his friendship to a fitter ; but
that I sec is not the merit for which my successor is to
be eletted. Howewer, let him be who he will, if he has
but cgmmon honesty, and something even less than
common sense, h.e may do more good than I can, be-
cause he will be supported, and I hope he will have the
powers of his station. This Government may yet sub-
sist fr a few years of peace on the resources of its own
coustitution, but every year of vicious or neglected
administration will accelerate its ruin, and you and I,
Scott, will both live to see it, if it is not totally re-
formed in its principles. ,

I am glad that I gave up the ten lacs. My subse-
quent letters, and the accounts accompanying them,
will have informed you, as I have informed the Court
of Directors, that I have provided altogether by pri-
vate means, intended for fty own use, but appropriated
wholly to the Company’s, twenty-eight lacs instead of
ten ; and had it not been for Mr. Richard Johnson’s
~ ingratitude, I should have increased the sum to forty
" lacs. The whole of this sum might have been mine;
- and what a lesson have the Directors preached to
* others, by telling me that I had no right to do other-

wise than [ have done! You say that you have no
doubt*that the proprietors will allow me the interest of
the first sum for life. I hope rather that no more
notice will be taken of it; for if I have but 100L a
year to live on, I will not accept it. I have many rea-
~sons for this resolution, but I cannot assign them all in
* writing ; but if it should be ever proposed, my dgar
" Scott, in my name forbid, and if done, reject it. T will
have no annuity from the Company, not even for adouble
life, and were it not that I cannot bear to see Mrs.
Hastings reduced to a state of poverty, I would not

K2
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solicit even the principal; for I could with ease accom-
modate myself to a very little more than nothmg ‘1
am happler in my reputatlon, if that remains, and it
must, unsullied, and in the hopes of being received
with friendship by the most virtuous and respectable
characters of my country, than I should be %ith the
enjoyment of crores without them. *

20th October. The Commissionersefor regulating
the price and distribution of grain were sworg in this
day. I will send you a copy of the plan. I am con-
fident of its effect. The members are T. Graltam,
George Cuming, Thoms Law, and George Templer.
To prevent a subject of such importance from becom®
ing a point of contention, I drew up the rough sketch
of the plan privately with Auriol, and made him carrye
it to Macpherson and Stables, proposing it as an act of
the Board, not as a suggestion of mine. ~With some
little difficulties it was agweed to, and they left me the
choice of the members, who are all well inclined to each
other. It had the instant effect of opening the Galas
in Calcutta, where an artificial want had already pre-
vailed. T shall see their daily proceedings, and you
may swear in my name that the famine of India shall
not invade the provinces of our dominion.® I hope it
will draw the emigrants of other countries into our own,
and be the means of establishing a scheme which I
have laboured to bring to pass these eleven years, a
chain of granaries on the banks of the two grea¢ rivers,
built of solid masonry, to be filled in times of super-
abundance, which always hurts our revenue, with a pro-
Jision of three months and closed. I*have begun such
a provision in the fort, where we have bottled up
70,000 maunds, and I do not intend to uncork ¢ till it
has stood twenty years. The plan is simple. It con-
sists of an arched building of six feet in thickness of
an indefinite length, with partitions, an opening left
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ovgr each, which, when the partitions are filled, is closed
with masonry, so that the external air is totally ex-
cl.uded. t have made a fair trial of the design, and
found it to answer, in so much that I am certain the
grain would remain in a sound state for fifty years so
deposited.  Grain purchased when it is in such plenty
that the raiats want a sale for it will aid the revenue.
In effect it will cost nothing but the first cost of the
buildings. *

! I®ve written a long letter to Mr. Darell, which I
wish you to see, and to urge bhim to make public use of
it. It relates wholly to augmentations made by me

o t0 the revenue, and particularly in the salt, of which 1
have given him a history. It ought not to be lost.

Mr. Macpherson publicly takes to himself the merit
of having abstained from all exercise of his right of
patronage. He unluckily assumed the same modest
merit one day to me, and I reminded him of the fol-
lowing, which were all instfnces in direct contradiction
to it :i—

1. Colonel Morgan, appointed to the command in
chief of the army at Surat, given 1o make room for

2. Lieutenant-colonel Allan Macpherson, quarter-
master-ggneral.

3. Lieutepant-colonel A. Macpherson, contractor of
the cantonments of Barrackpoor.

4. Mr. Bristow, resident at Lucknow.

5. Sir John Cuming commands a detachment at
Futt’ey Ghur, and Colonel Muir, an officer of the first
merit, depressed to make room for him.

6. Colonel McLeod to the command of the re-

“sident’s body guard at Lucknow, done when 1 yas
sick ; a breach of treaty.

7. Mr. Wordsworth, custom-master at Buxar.

8. Francis Muir, a very recent appointment, secre-
tary to the committee of grain.
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9. Mr. J. Hanney, a commissioner of customs.

10. Mr. Farquharson, paymaster to the 3d Jbrigader
I omit other little ones, of which I have not a correct
remembrance. But these include the commapd of
almost the whole service.

Mr. Stables made a claim for a provision fot twoe
relations, or dependants of his, befor® he had been a
month here—Messrs. Dent and Addison, «two obscure
men whose faces I yet scarcely know. 1 am nofgsure
that I have seen the former. Mr. Dent has one of the
salt agencies, and Mr. Addison is commissioner for
the sale of opium. These are two of the most lucrative
offices at the presidency, and I was compelled to ac-
commodate a prior engagemeht to poor Belli to make
room for Mr. Dent. Belli, however, has an office with
which he is satisfied, though much inferior to the other.
Now I hear that Mr. Stables complains that a young
man in his own family holds a place more lucrative
than his own, which he quotes as a proof of the
shameful dissipation of the Company’s money ; and he
is constantly ready to oppose every appointment pro-
posed by me on that ground. Even two that werc
gratuitous he opposed.

I. The Nuddea collections had fallen very fnuch in
decline, and the Rajah was overwhelmed *with debis
contracted to pay it. 1 desired Harry Vansitfart to
undertake the reformation of it, without any salary or
other emolument ; for there were numbers of compe-
titors soliciting it as a collectorship, and I wished to
save the last (one more excepted) of the old zemindarry
families from annihilation. He cheerfully accepted the
trust. I proposed it to the Board, and Mr. Stables
objected, because he was already provided for; and
there were other servants out of employment, and
without salaries. Vansittart has restored the Jumma,
and put the revenues on a footing that will prove as
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adv;ntageous as it has ever been to the Company, and
refrieve the Rajah from insolvency.

2. The tevenue of Bahar had fallen thirteen lacs in
balance, and was otherwise in a state of great disorder.
The cothmittee, at my instigation, proposed to send
Shore, ghe acting chief, to make the new settlement, re-
cover the arrears, and correct the defect of the admi-
nistration. Mr. Stables objected, because Mr. Shore’s
abilities were *wanted in the committee, and because
there ®ere other men of equal abilities out of employ-
mgnt ; as if the reformation of a province was to be
provided for by appointment in routine.

o What I have said on this subject, I do not wish to
be made public, unless thqse gentlemen shall, by pub-
licly contrasting their moderation with my profusion,
render it necessary, merely in my defence.

1 desired the Board, when our differences respecting
Mr. Bristow first broke out, to take up the Britannia
for an express upon that®subject and the affairs of
Madras. Mr. Stables objected to the expense, but the
other members agreed. I added to the proposal, as
an alleviation of the expense, to give her 400 tons of
fine goods. I soon after heard that it was industriously
publisheq that I was attempting the ruin of the ship-
ping interest at home ; and Mr. Dacres and his council
(though he and I had together adjusted the as-
sortment of her cargo) wrote a formal letter, desiring
that we would rescind the resolution on that ground.
Unable to contend with my own collecagues. and with
the Board of Trade, who could prevent her despatch,
I gave her up. Indeed another objection presented
itself, which was, that she did not arrive in time, gnd
that of course she would make too long a passage.
She in consequence went on another account to Madras,
where she arrived on the 18th October, in three days
and one night from her quitting the pilot, an instance
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of expedition unknown at any time of the year. If she
had gone on her first destination, she wauld in All
probability have reached England in February.  °

I close my letter: My last minute of the lst No-
vember remains unanswered, and I have little inclina-
tion, and less ability for a 1eply, if they *shoul
answer it.

I referred Governor Johnstone, Mr.eBensley, and
Mr. Darell to you particularly for the sight ¢of my
papers in your possession. My other friends will see
them of course. Among these desire Mr. G. Vansittart
to read them. Governor Johnstone, if he desires it, [
wish you to allow an early perusal of them. You and®
Halhed must study them. *The rest I leave to you.
This letter must be communicated with some caution,
for I know not what 1 have written, and it may not be
fit in all the parts-of it for the perusal of more than
yourself. ®

I desire you to present my kind compliments, with
Mrs. Hastings’s, to Mrs. Scott, and our love to Lizzy,
who must not forget us. Mrs. Hastings will be
offended with me if I do not mention her especial good
wishes for yourself. Adieu, my dear Scott, yours ever
most affectionately. '

P.S.—1I have written to Mr. Johnstone that he cdn-
not defend me without the sacrifice of his friend Mr.
Macpherson, and therefore desired him only to be
silent. Quamguam O! 1 do not willingly resigh my
claim to his eloquence. I also depend on Baber, be-
cause the defection, not to say baseness, of his kinsman,
will irritate him to a greater exertion of his zeal rather
than diminisht.

All the measures alluded to here were pressed
forward to their accomplishment. Mrs. Hastings
quitted her home, and left her husband desolate.
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Mr. Hastings vigorously exerted himself to avert
fr(;m Bengal the famine with which it was threat-
ened ; ; and, laying an embargo on all the ships in
the river, prevented the exportation to other ports
of the® grain which speculators had collected.
Meanwhile the business of the Lucknow expedition
was brought fo a point; and opened out the way
for new calls upon the discretion and firmness of
the Governor-general. But why should I go on?
oliet Mr. Hastings speak for himself.

To Majbr Scorr.
. Sangur Roads, 10th January, 1784.

My dear Scott,—I have thus far attended Mrs.
Hastings, and shall see her embarked this evening in
the Atlas, which is a little distance from us. I shall
write to no one, and have written to no one but your-
self, and no one will be so unreasonable as to be offended
at it. I had begun a letter to the Court of Directors,
but it contained too much of myself, and I dislike the
subject. What I should have written you may say, if
you see ofcasion for it,—not else.

En my letter to the Court of Directors by the Sur-
prise, I old them that it was my fixed determination to
resign the service as soon as a reasonable time should
have elapsed from their receipt of that notice, to admit
of their nomination of my successor, and to expect his
near approach, and I accordingly entreated them to
make the nomination. 1 at the same time laid my plan
in my own mind to leave Bengal in one-of the ships‘of
this season ; for I had good grounds to expect that the
Surprise, which left her pilot the 7th of April, would
arrive in England at farthest by the end of August,
and afford time for the new appointment to take place
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by the end of March. In the meantime the charge,
though temporary, would be as safely lodged in the
hands of Mr. Wheler as my own ; for he has taledts
for business, and lacks only a conﬁdence in himself,
which the next in succession, wanting his talents, pos-
sesses most abundantly. But a short interval com-
pelled me to relinquish my purpose. Mur. Bristow’s
conduct, and the consequent distraction which I saw
gathering in Oude, left that country and its govern-
ment without a resource, but in my exertions to retrieve
it, and my departure would have rendered the Nakob
and his minister desperate. While I remained, I knew
that they would place a reliance on me even for moree
than 1 could effect for their relief; and 1 foresaw, or
thought I foresaw, in the timid and indecisive oppo-
sition of my colleagues, and in the frantic perseverance
of Mr. Bristow, a growing remedy in the very evils
which he himself created, and which his own folly
would lead him to exaggf:rate. 1 felt, too, for the
wretched Nabob Walla Jah, who seemed to catch at me,
for he had not a straw left besides, as his last resource;
and for his preservation 1 myself had some, though
but a faint dependence on my colleagues, whose incli-
nations tended the same way with mine, though they
were cautious of proceeding to extremities.

On these combined inducements 1 resolved to wait
the arrival of my successor, or to allow another year to
the possible indecision of my superiors. I can gxpect
no thanks for this sacrifice, for there are few who will
comprehend the degree of it, but I have yielded to a
sense of duty, of honour, and consistepcy ; and in the
reflection of having fulfilled the part allotted to me by
cach of these obligations, I shall seek my consolation.

Mrs. Hastings’s declining health required her instant
departure. She was not afflicted with any severe
attack of sickness in the last rainy scason, but I was
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alarmed with daily symptoms, and could only attribute
her-escape to the weakness, not to the strength of her
constitution, I was told too, that another season
might prove fatal to her. I consented to part from
her, nay, 1 urged her departure, nor even in the painful
hour of ¢rial do I repent it. I will follow her within
the present year, nor shall any consideration detain me
beyond it. Indeed, my own constitution is much im-
paired, and I shall expect another attack in the next
rains, though I shall be as much as possible upon my
guard against it.

Possibly there may be among those who have la-
Boured to work my removal, some whose disappoint-
ment may construe the change of my resolution into a
Jbreach of engagement, and impute my former declara-
tion to deception: or they may charge me with the
presumption of attempting to intimidate. My friends
will require no justification, for they will not be able
to devise any other motives S for my present plan than
those which I have assigned. I shall suffer materially
in my fortune by it, and lose by it every domestic
comfort, besides something of my public influence in
the too well established belief that my affection will
not suffereme to remain in the long endurance of a
state of separation.

I dwell too long on the subject of my private fecl-
ings; but you will pick out of this display of them
what ay be requisite for the satisfaction of my friends,
the information of the public, should the public re-
quire it, and the refutation of false suggestions. I
now proceed to matters of more importance.

In the packet which I have delivered to the care of
Mrs. Hastings, you will find the sequel of our pro-
ceedings on the subject of the affairs of Oude, con-
tinued in a series of numbers, beginning where | left
off in my despatches.



140 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

The sum of these is, that, after a long state of i.ﬁde-
cision, Mr. Wheler’s return to the presidency afforded
me an occasion to force the business to a &risis. Mr
Wheler was not pleased at Bristow’s conduct ; he Was
in a party with men whom he did not like, hor they
him. Many of Mr. Bristow’s letters lay before the
Board unanswered, all filled with invectives agamst
Hyder Beg Cawn, the avowed detail of acts of autho-
rity done by himself, and complaints that nobody would
obey him. It appeared evident that, though heswas
absolute at the capital, nobody regarded him at a
distance from it, where all seemed prepared to scramble
for themselves. I stated the consequence of this statg
of affairs at a meeting of the Board on the 16th
of last morith, at which Mr. Bristow’s letters were
read; I stated the necessity of going further, if they®
meant to support Mr. Bristow, or of restoring the
Nabob Vizier’s authority, since the present state was
anarchy, and declared théln solely responsible for the
consequences, since they would neither enforce my
instructions, nor give Mr. Bristow others. But why
need I detail it? The other members were greatly
alarmed, and held many consultations together, desi-
rous of an accommodation, but unable to determine on
the mode of it. I was desired to state jn writing the
points which I required (not a public but confidential
" communication) that, knowing my sentimefits, they
might propose what 1 was not hkely to reject. This
was Mr. Macpherson's proposition in a convelsation
which T had with him on the subject, and I accordingly
wrote and gave to Mr. Wheler a paper containing in
sabstance the fequisitions offered as an alternative,
viz., that Mr. Bristow and Mr. Cowper should be re-
called, and the resident’s office withdrawn, and the
Nabob Vizier restored to his authority, or that new
instructions should be given to Mr. Bristow by the
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other members of the Board, prescribing his conduct,
and that 1 myself should be freed from any longer
responsibility.

This, produced, after a discussion of twelve days,
their joint minute of the 28th of December, to which
Ieon thMe instant replied, and, as they ought to have
expected, rejected the offer. I had the satisfaction to
find one of their body, Mr. Wheler, ashamed of it.
They met again, composed another minute, explanatory
of the last. We assembled on the 3lst to read it. I
aceuiesced, and orders have been actually despatched
to Mr. Bristow to depart from Lucknow as soon as Mr.

*Wombwell, the accomptant of the residency, whose
office alone remains, shall have received from the
Vizier the written securities or shroffs of credit for the
Company’s arrears and growing debt: and for this act
I have agreed to take upon myself the responsibility;
if that is a charge which I can exclusively take, or they
yield. Thus this affair at present rests. [ have indeed
conquered, but 1 feel little inclination to triumph in
my victory ; for my hands are yet fettered ; and such is
the wretched state of the Vizier's affairs, that nothing
can be more discouraging than the prospect before me.
If the Nabob Vizier shall desire me to come to his
" agsistance, b shall offer it to the Board, and shall be

" better pleased if they refuse than if they assent to it.

~ Yet I will do what I can to gain their assent. You .

will pbserve that my minute of the 3lst December,
accepting of the proffer of the other members. is not
 among the papers which T send you. Get it if you

" can. The numbers forty and forty-two are for private

" inspection only. The latter might alarm if it were

" made public.

. Mr. Macpherson is going to sea for his health, and

” Mr. Stables to Mongheer. I hope that with Mr.
" Wheler’s help T shall make a good use of their absence
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in bringing up all the arrears of business, in which we
are dreadfully tardy. Adieu, my dear friend, yours
ever most affectionately. * .

P. 8.—1I have received your overland advices to the
lst of August, and was made most happy by them.

To the same. * *

Fort William, 18th January, 1784.

My dear Scott,—I left the Atlas ulder sail on the
morning of the 10th, and may God prosper her on her
voyage ! .

Nothing remarkable has since happened. Mr.
Macpherson sailed on the same day a passenger {n
the Belmont for Ganjam, for the recovery of his health.
Mr. Stables is preparing to make an excursion to
Mongheer. I have written a minute, of which I wil!
send you a copy, tendering my services to go to Luck-
now. Mr. Wheler wishes it, but he is of too feeble a
mind to join with his fri¢hds against the opposition of
his enemies, even to the accomplishment of his own
wishes; and Mr. Stables, whom he has in vain attempted
to influence to assent to the measure, has, as I under-
stand, positively refused it, although they all three,
when they resigned to me the separate charge of the
concerns in Oude, promised me their suppoxt and Mr.
Macpherson hlmself dictated the clause of my’ last
minute of the 3lst, in which I have exptessed my
reliance on that assurance. Nevertheless I shall make
the proposition, and let it take its course. Possibly
Mr. Stables will suffer it to lie after his fashion, and
go away without making a reply to it. If he does, I

Wwill avail myself of my own casting voice, and trust to
their irresolution for the confirmation of the measure
after it has taken place. I can hardly say what is my
motive for precipitating myself into such a scene of
difficulty. I know that I can do much more if T am
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influence and a delegated authority ; but I may fail, for
mpst wrefched is the state of the Vizier's dominions,
and I may lose my reputation in the consequences of it.
On the other hand, I may be the instrument of re-
trieving it and of paying the debt which is due from
the Nabob to the Company; and if 1 do, I shall close
my service with glory and leave a lasting good name
behind me, whatever reproaches the inventive malice
of*'my countrymen may cast upon me for having saved
the national interests and honour from the ruin which,
but for my exertions, would have fallen on both.

By late intelligence from Madras, I find that Lord
Macartney’s conduct has been disapproved in England,
and that our Government has been even censured for
its forbearance. Iam told that Mr. James Macpherson
has expressed much displeasure on this account, and
that Lord North has sald that the only relief can
proceed from us, and that’we shall be culpable if we
withhold it. Let me not be involved in this reproach,
for I have laboured with all my might, both in public
remonstrances and in private conferences, to persuade
my colleagues to take a decided part. They are suffi-
ciently sgvere in their judgment, but cannot be brought
to pass senéence, and thus the affair rests. Lord Ma-
cartney treats our opinions and orders with equal
contempt, exercises his vengeance on the Nabob, who
lies at his mercy without hope, and our decision waits
for the next Company’s despatches. You are long
since in possession of the materials which will justify
me in this business, and I trust to your vigilance and
admirable recollection for their production in my win-
dication, whenever this shall require it.

My object in pointing these references to you at this
time is to show that [ have not been wanting in my
endeavours to incite my own Board to do justice to the
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Nabob. Tt is true that I did not in direct terms pro-
pose the suspension of Lord Macartney for his violation
of one engagement and contempt of our orders; but it
will evidently appear that I judged it necessary. While
I saw in the members of the Board a dispesition to
support the Nabob, and that withheld from jits effect
but by the fear of the consequences aI‘ISIDg fiom
Lord Macartney’s supposed interest at home, and
the manifest determination of the pedple in power in
England to condemn every act of this Government
which could be attributed in a more especial manner
to me than to my colleagues in office, I was unwilling
to propose the point directly, or to enter plotests
against their resolutions, and by a decided separatmn
from them provoke them to an opposition by which the
Nabob might eventually lose even the little supports
which he derived from their ineffective opinions. Yet
I omitted no argument that could apply to their judg-
ments or make them individually feel for the conse-
quences of suffering an injustice which reverted on
them in the first instance for permitting it, and I par-
ticularly alluded to the claim which the Nabob had on
Mr. Wheler as a gentleman and a man of honour, to
relieve him from a state of distress brought on him by
an act, in the formation of which Mr. Wheler was per-
sonally concerned, and with me exclusively. My*sen-
timents were well known to Lord Macartneys however
communicated, and were, 1 believe, as publicly known
here, though I am myself very reserved on all p#ints of
a political nature. To the members of the Board in
verbal conversations, both separately and collectively,
J have from the beginning urged every argument and
Inducement to bring them to a determination, and have
often declared that, though I should forbear it as long
as 1 could with propriety, I would finally stand single
in the avowal of my own opinion. To have done it
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carlier would have answered no real end, nor any
purpose bug that of grounding a separate credit, if any
waseto be gained, by a specious but ineffectual motion,
When at last I did make it, I was careful to strengthen
it by every argument which could justify it, without
making %t offensive to them; and I am told that they
have privately expressed their approbation of it, and
they have onlysuspended their deeision upon it, not
absolutely rejected it. In short, my own opinion is,
and to you, Scott, I can confidentially mention it as a
certain fact, that the members of the Board sce less
danger in doing nothing than in acting, and sceing a
anding Committee of the House of Commons on the
watch for matter of crimination against us all, and
determined, right or wrong, to condemn whatever is
done; a powerful party covetous of our places; a weak
administration courting support from all quarters, and
this government affording = wide field of profitable
patronage ; they do not choose to add to the number
of their enemies the connexions of Lord Macartney, or
give them fresh and strong ground of attack. This
Mr. Wheler has confessed.  As to the other two, they
received an early hint from their friends not to attach
themselves %o a fallen interest, and they took the first
occasion to prove that, if 1 was to be removed, their
removal was not to follow as a necessary consequence
of their connexion with me, by opposing me on every
occasiow on the most popular ground, on the plea of
economy and obedience of orders, which they apply in-
discriminately to cvery measure which I recommend ;— |
and Mr. Stables with a spirit of rancour which nothing,
can equal but hisignorance. His friend, with the most
imposing talents, and an clegant and unceasing flow of
words, knows as little of business as he does, and Mr.
Wheler is really a man of business. Yet I cannot
convince him of it, nor persuade him to trust to his own

VOL. IIL, L
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superiority. He hates them, and is implicitly guided
by them, and so he will always be by those who com-
mand him, and possess, at the same time, a majority of
voices. But to return: if Lord Macartney’s conduct
at home is approved, let my opposition to it be known
and condemned ; if otherwise, Igt it be publicly known
that I did all that I could do to check and punish it.

Attend particularly to the minute of the 20th March,
the close of my long minute of the 11th July, my
minute of the 3lst of the same month, and the whole
of that of the 13th of October. These containsthe
strongest vouchers of my intentions, and the last in
express terms. Let not this pass unnoticed. .

My minute upon the proposed visit to Lucknow was
delivered yesterday, the 20th. I have written a note,
to Mr. Wheler, entreating him to give his opinion
upon it to the secretary. As to Stables, his may wait,
as usual. Mr. Macphersgn is gone to Ganjam for his
health. You shall know Mr. Wheler’s answer in the
close of this. I have used every argument and incen-
tive to gain hisassent. I have talked with him myself,
and thought that I had fixed him; I have used the
mediation of a common friend. I have also employed
private means to prevail on Mr. Stables, shough with
little expectation of effect. In short, I*have laboared
with as much perseverance, and employed ,as many
instruments, to ca.r"i'y this point as if I had it at heart ;
but in my heart I shall rejoice if I am defeatedefor if I
am committed in it, it will be the most desperate service
I ever undertook, and may ruin my reputation by its
Jailure of success ; and here I leave it.

25th January.—I am now enabled to close my letter
with the issue of the depending question. Mr. Stables
has refused his assent to it, urging as his ground of it
that the Governor cannot legally quit the Presidency,
and that we are in expectation of new arrangements,

~
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that is, that I am soon to be dismissed from my office.
The first objection is founded on no point of law, and
confradicted by the practice of all my predecessors, and
my own, known and approved by the Directors them-
selves ; for though they have reprobated my measures,
thgy hawe never intimated even the remotest doubt of
the legality or propriety of my leaving either Calcutta
or their own provinces. Mr. Wheler, indeed, has told
me that his friends have blamed him for giving me full
powérs, and thereby abandoning his own; but if I
coubd only have acted by separate powers given to
me, on every occasion, and must have waited the tedious
effect of repeated references to Calcutta when I was at
such a distance, the design of my commission would
Jiave been defeated, and I might as well have staid
where T was; besides that, such powers were ever given
to my predecessors whenever they went on such depu-
tations, and even the creatyge Bristow has effectually
possessed them and exercised them with a vengeance,
abetted and justified by the members of the present
Board, and no doubt he will find advocates even among
the Directors at home. His last plea (I mean Stables’s),
viz., the expectation of a new arrangement, is a
wicked pretext, because it is calculated to destroy my
influence by éxciting distrust and presumption at a
time and,on an occasion requiring every support that
could be given me. He may shelter himself under the
speciows covering of the constitutional secrecy of the
department in which his'minute was recorded ; but that
Is no preservative against the notoriety to which all
our measures are liable when the members of the Go-,
vernment are divided ; for our actions and discussions,
and the points on which we differ, are as well known
and as early to the public as to ourselves, and some-
times before they are recorded ; nor are my colleagues
themselves very delicate in the publication of their sen-

L2
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timents concerning me, for I am assured that Mr.
Stables offered to lay a wager at table (L,believe *his
own), and in a large company, that I was actually*dis-
missed. I have not time now, but I believe I shall
address the Court of Directors by the next despatch
for the purpose of stating this species of counferactinn,
and I may thank them for it.

Mr. Wheler's minute is sensible, and, what all his
compositions are, sufficient to the purpose, and not too
much. One passage only is alittle exceptionable ; but
I had provided against it, and perhaps it was necedsary -
for him. He kindly showed me the minute before he
delivered it, and candidly offered it for my correctich
of whatever I might disapprove init; but I was satisfied
with it as it was. I am now making my preparations
for the journey, and have fixed on the 15th of next
month for beginning it. I hope to receive an answer
in the mean time to myedespatches by the Surprise.
If my destined successor is likely to be cordial towards
me, I will stay above and prosecute my plans till they
are in a train for their accomplishment; if hostile, [
will either return and take my departure for England,
or stay, as the circumstances of affairs, combined with
the advices from England, shall direct. I azard much
by this undertaking; but I am convinced that if the
disorders in Oude are to be retrieved, I am most likely
to retrieve them. Cashmeeramull, the banker, is come
to Calcutta, and yesterday made me his first visit. He
is a sensible and well-informed man. He painted the
distracted condition of Oude in the same colours that
they appear in from every representation of them, and
urged the necessity of my proceeding thither in person.
1 told him that the Council had left the affairs of Oude
wholly to my separate management, and that I should
invest Major Palmer, whom the Nabob and his minis-
ters considered the prime instrument of their deliver-
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:m;:e, with all my authority; and I asked him whether
that would not be sufficient. He said it would not.
Major Paltner, he added, might effect much, and for
the Nabob and his Court he would be competent to
act; bitt that my own presence, and nothing else, could
quict the minds of the people, or give confidence to the
acts done by my instfuctions; and he believed that I
should find matters easy to be settled, though so large
a collection could not be made this year as formerly,
because of the late distractions and the effects of the
late drought.

Your brother Jonathan shall be one of my few and

oChosen companions, and will be of great use to me.
Adieu ; remember that Sit E. Impey is to see all my
despatches. Yours, most affectionately.

P.S. T had forgot to tell you that the detachment under
Colonel Charles Morgan was at Handia, fiftecn coss from
Hoosingabad, on the 17th of December, and was ex-
pected torcach Elaya by an®tinnecessary length of route
onthe Ist of February. On the 19th we passed an order
for the reduction of six regiments of sepoys, and the de-
tachment itself to bereduced, and the parts of it posted
with the brigades. 1 have a promise of bills for the
arrears dge to Colonel Pearse’s detachment, and shall
propose afrgsh requisition forits return, the Europeans
by sea, and the sepoys by land; the gross amount of
the arrdars to be paid at Mussulipatam and in Calcutta.

The following, to Sir Elijjah Impey, whom the
violence of party spirit had by this time recalled,
seems too valuable to be owitted. If it contain
several repetitions of matters in detail, it exhibits
also in a new light the affectionate tone of the
writer's mind.

PO
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To Sir ELuan ImpEY.
Fort William, 25th January, 1784,

My dear Friend,—I am obliged to write With a di-
vided attention, but I shall not have much to say,
having already written to Major Scott all that you may
wish to know of my public situation, and he will show
you of course my despatches. This letter therefore
will be little more than a chapter of hgads. On the
16th of last month I called on the Board to take de-
cidedly the charge and responsibility of the affairy of
Oude into their own hands, or leave both to me. This
produced a series of committee meetings, which at
length produced a joint offer, with a number of provi-e
sions and reservations of the whole charge, if I would
be answerable for the discharge of the Company’s debt,
(I mean the Nabob’s,) which was above fifty lacs, in
three months, and the regular discharge of the current
demands in the fixed monthly payments. I refused :
They explained away their former requisition ; agreed
to let me have the exclusive charge, and to recal Mr.
Bristow and his office on the delivery of the engage-
ment to pay the balance and current demands without
any specification of time, and the security of good
bankers for the performance of it; and mgyresponsi-
bility was limited to the ¢ propriety” of the measuge.
I agreed, and Wombwell set off post (a little too fat
for an express) with letters to the Nabob Vizier and
Bristow on the sixth of this month. This accommppoda-
tion passed on the 31st.

As they had promised me their fullest support, and
Mr. Macpherson dictated my expression of my reliance
omthat promise in my minute of acceptance, as the
ground of the latter; and as I received many succes-
sive letters, stating the absolute necessity of my pre-
sence at Lucknow, to restore the quiet and order of that
country, and to give confidence to the Nabob and his
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people, I tendered an offer of my services for that pur-
pese. This was done ‘on the 20th instant. Mr.
Waeler has promised his consent to be given when the
Nabob’s requisition shall arrive, and Mr. Stables, in
his usual coarse and surly style, has objected. He
kas wiekedly insinuated that I shall be dismissed from
my office, in the expression of the expectation of new
arrangements from home. I shall however avail my-
self of this decision to depart, and have fixed on the
15th of next month, but not absolutely, for it. 1 shall
ge post to Patna, and take but a small attendance with
me. [ am not afraid of my colleagues when 1 am

® gone. They want courage and decision to counteract
me with any effect; and.ny authority and influence,
with the command of the army, and I shall not go
without it, will be proof against all their teazings. 1
only fear the suspension of business at the presidency,
and orders from home tending to the further reduction

_of my authority. I will at¥east do all I can to put my
plan in train, and will assuredly leave affairs better
than 1 found them.

We have no new alarms of the drought, and I have
been inflexible to every argument and artifice used for
making exceptions to the embargo. I verily believe
if, will havesaved the lives of thousands.

We have ordered a reduction of six regiments of
sepoys on Morgan’s return, expected by the lst of next
mongh, and I hope to get back Colonel Pearse’s very
shortly, having made a provision for the arrears of pay.

Mrs. Hastings left the river in the Atlas on the
morning of the 10th. In parting from her, I made a
sacrifice of my own judgment, my ease, and possibly ¢he
comfort and happiness of my whole life, to the opinions
of others. God grant that the event may prove it
otherwise. I have a resource in the continual succes-
sion of occupations, which prevent my feeling so severe
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a sense of my loss as I should otherwise do ; but it is
never absent from my mind. She has no resource. . I
expect daily to receive accounts of the arrfival of fhe
Surprise, and some answers from Major Scott to my
despatches by her. Whatever they are, my resolution
is unalterable, though every voice in England avere (o
cry out to break it.

I beg you will present my affectionate compliments
to Lad) Impey. I sincerely hope that you will have
had a pleasant voyage, and landed your family" in
perfect health in Lngland, and received unmixed
pleasure in meeting with that part of it which you left
there. You are a happy man! God keep you so'e
I am ever, my dear Sir Elijah, your affectionate and
truly faithful friend.

To Major ScotT.
Fort William, 8th February, 1784.

My dear Scott,—On the 3lst of December it was
agreed, after a length of debate, to recal Mr. Bristow
and his office, and to leave to my separate charge our
concerns in Oude, provided that the Nabob Vizier would
give the security of creditable bankers for payment of .
the Company’s arrears and current demands. In the
mean time, on successive advices of the disorderly state
of that government, and repeated assurances of the
desire of the Nabob, and the general ‘expectation of
my presence, toassistin retrieving it, I represented this
to the Board, and offered to go, but desired their garly
determination. It was agreed by Mr. Wheler con-
ditionally that the Nabob should write that he desired
it. 'The Nabob and his minister have furnished the
seourities, but Mr. Bristow demurs, on pretence that
they may not be such as the Board may require. The
Naboeb was on a hunting party 110 coss distant, but
expected to return on the 3lst ult. This will cause
some delay in his reply to my public letter, but I ex-



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 153

pect to receive it in two days more, and to leave Cal-
cutta not later than the 20th. I dread the loss of
time. The Company, exhausted of its wealth, and
actually suffering the first effects of an impending
famine ; the government weakened by a twelvemonth’s
distraction; the revenue dissipated; the Siecs ap-
proaching with a numecrous army, and threatening an
invasion ; our,council divided, and the majority of its
members hostile to me; rumours, and worse than ru-
motrs, of an impending change in this government;
myp own knowledge of the strong grounds which T have
furnished for it by the Surprise—the possibility of its
xoming to pass before I have begun to act, and the
certainty of new assaults ia every general letter, with
probably repeated orders to my colleagues to oppose
me : these are the evils which I have to encounter,
and they require despatch, lest I should be compelled
to end before I have well begun. Add the approach-
ing hot weather, and my constitution unable to cope
with the sun. On the other hand, I know that I can
do more good, if I have time allowed me, and it is my
ambition to close my government with the redemption
of a great government, family, and nation fromruin, and
however bam defeated in the extent of my design, I
am, confident that 1 shall leave affairs at least not
worse than I found them. I depend much on the de-
pendence of the Nabob and his ministers, who have
no regource if they forfeit my friendship, and on the
public opinion. This will greatly facilitate my mea-
sures, though in the result it may hurt my credit, as 1
shall certainly disappoint it, do what I may. Ina word,
it is the bol dest enterprise of my public life, but T com-
fidently hazard the consequences. Colonel Morgan,
with the Bombay detachment, is by this time returned
to the Jumna, and the detachment will be instantly
reduced, and six regiments disbanded, to make room
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for them. This will be a great saving, and we have
made and shall make others. We will begm to pay eff
our interest bonds in December next. .

The Mahrattas press the renewal of hostilities
against Tippoo, which the) have already begun, and
the government of Madras is prepared for war*having
heard nothing from the commissioners for seventeen
days. Yet I scarce think that Tippoe, savage and
wild of judgment as he is, will hazard it.

Our apprehensions of a famine daily abate, though
the drought has prevailed universally, and witheut
relief. 'The upper provinces have had rain, which will
be of service to the harvests of wheat. Mr. Macpherson®
is sick at Ganjam. Yours,*&e.
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CHAPTER V.

-7 Hastings's care of Science and Literature.

Arpuous as Mr. Hastings’s public duties were,
and indefatigable as he was in his attention to
them, it is not to be supposed that he was indif-
.ferent all this while to the more ennobling demands
upon his fostering care, of general science and
, the literature of the country. If not the founder
of the Asiatic Society, he was one of its earliest
and most zeajous promoters; and he made way for
Sir William Jones in the*President’s chair, simply
because he felt that there was not at his command
leisure sufficient to do justice to the office. Of
his eagerness to push, whenever an opportunity
offered, geographical inquiries into unknown re-
giqns, a speeimen was given in the account which
I judged it expedient to introduce of Mr. James
Bogle’s journey to the court of Teshoo Lama. But
this Was not the only, nor perhaps the most im-
portant voyage of discovery which Mr. Hastings
sent forth. He caused the harbours and riverys
of Cochin China to be surveyed; directed Mr.
Chapman to penetrate as far as he could into the
interior; and received from that gentleman a
report which was afterwards published, and added
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greatly to the stock of geographical knmvletige
previously possessed by FEuropeans. , In like
manner he examined the shores of the Red Ska,
with the view, ultimately effected, of opening by
that line more direct means of commufication
between England and India. Neither did the
kingdom of Ava escape his notice, &s well on its
inland frontier, as along its cousts. He collected,
in reference both to it and to the districts adjacent,
almost all the useful information which was in our
possession, not only during the administration of
the most illustrious of his successors, but up to the .
commencement of the late war, in 1827,

I have noticed elsewhere the eagerness with
which he promoted the® compilation of Mr. Hal-
hed’s valuable Digest of Hindoo Laws. His zeal,
however, in laying open to European inspection
the stores of wisdom which were hLidden in the
languages of Asia, by no means exhausted itself
in this. He encouraged bodies of learned pundits
to settle in Calcutta, and supported thegpn while
they translated out of the Sansecrit into more ac-
cessible dialects, the poems and mythologic?l and
moral treatises of their native land. He founded
c’olleges for the instruction of native youths in
the laws and usages of their own country. He
Lield out inducements to the study by the natives
of English literature and English science. IHe
laboured, in short, to promoté not only the poli-



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS, 157

tical, but the moral and rational improvement of
the provinces. 'The following letters, which refer
to these matters, seem to me to demand insertion,
and I'therefore transcribe them without further
comm®nt.

To the Honourable Court of DirECTORS.

* On the River Ganges, 21st February, 1784,

Honourable Sirs,—Having had occasion to disburse
from my own cash many sums for services which, though
réquired to enable me to exccute the duties of my station,
I have hitherto omitted to enter in my public accounts ;

® and my own fortune being unequal to so heavy a
charge, T have resolved to reimburse myself in a mode

» the most suitable to the situation of your affairs, by
charging the same in my Durbar accounts of the pre-
sent year, and crediting them by a sum privately
received and appropriatedsto your service, in the same
manner with other sums reccived on account of the
Hounourable Company, and already carried to their
account.

The particulars of these disbursements are con-
tained in the enclosed accounts, Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, of
which N8. 5 is the abstract.

*I shall subjoin a brief explanation of each.

Thee sum of the account No. 1 is the difference
between the allowance of 300 rupees a month, which
was ®the customary pay of the Governor’s military
secretary, and that which I allowed to Licutenant-
Colonel Ironside during the time that he acted in that
capacity, on account of his superior rank, It yas
referred to your Honourable Court in one of the
general letters of the year 1773 or 1774, but I pre-
sume that it was overlooked in the pressure of other
more important matters which at that time occupied
your attention.
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Nos. 2 and 3 are explained in the accounts them-
selves. .

No. 4 consists of three several kinds of charges,
which I confess to have been unauthorized, bu§ which
I humbly conceive neither to be of a private nature,
nor unworthy subjects of the bounty of a great and
rising state. The first is inconsiderable, consisting
chiefly in the subsistence of the Pundjts who were
assembled in Calcutta, and employed during two years
in compiling the code of Hindoo laws for your use.
The sum allotted to them was, as I recollect, one rupee
to each per diem. A larger recompense was offered,
but refused; nor would they receive this but for their e
daily support. They had, indeed, the promise of some
public endowments for their colleges, which yet remain
unperformed. The second is the amount of sundry
monthly salaries paid to some of the most learned pro-
fessors .of the Mahomedan law, for translating from

. . e _

the Arabic into the Persian tongue, a compendivm of
their law, called the Hedaya, which is held in high
estimation, and part of a more voluminous work, which
I could not prosecute. Your Honourable Court is in
possession of a part of the English version of the
Hedaya, made by Mr. James Anderson, andethe sub-
sequent part of the same work has been lately trang-
lated by Mr. Hamilton. These gentlemen are both
engaged in the completion of it, and are both emi-
nently qualified for it. It would exceed the,due
bounds of this letter to expatiate on the utility of this
work; yet I may be allowed to vindicate the expense
of it by one summary argument, which is, that while
the Mahomedan law is allowed to be the standard of
the criminal jurisprudence of your dominion, under
the control and inspection of your English servants, it
seems indispensably necessary that the judges of the
courts should have a more familiar guide for their
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proceedings than the books of the Arabic tongue, of
which few have opportunities of attaining a competent
knowledge and as necessary that your servants should
possess the means of consulting the pr 1nc1ples on which
those judgments are founded, which in their ultimate
resort,y and in extraordinary cases, may fall within
their immediate cognizance, and of the laws of which
they are the protectors.

The third charge is that of an academy instituted
for-the study of the different branches of the sciences
taught in the Mahomedan schools. After a trial of
about two years, finding that it was likely to answer
the end of its institution, I recommended to the Board,
and obtained their consent, to pass the subsequent
expense of the establishment to the account of the
Company, and to ercct a building for the purpose, at
my own immediate cost, but for a Company’s interest
note granted me for the reimbursement of it. It is
almost the only complete®establishment of the kind-
now existing in India, although they were once in
universal use, and the decayed remains of these schools
are yet to be seen in every capital, town, and city of
Hindostan and Deccan. It has contributed to extend
the credit of the Company’s name, and to soften the
pre_]udlces gxcited by the rapid growth of the British
dominions; and it is a seminary of the most useful
membefs of society.

I humb]y submit the propriety of carrying these
expehses to your account by the consideration that it
was not possible for me to have been influenced in
incurring them by any purpose of my own interest.
Something perhaps may be attributed to the impulse
of pride in the share which I might hope to derive of
a public benefaction, but certainly not to vanity or
ostentation, since I believe it to be generally conceived
that the whole expense, of which the greatest part is
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yét my own, has been already defrayed from the trea-
sury of the Company. .

I will candidly confess that, when 1 first engaged bqth
in this and the precedmO' expense, I had no intention
of carrying it to the accountof the Company. Tmproe-
vident for myself, zealous for the honour of my ceuntriy,
and the credit and interest of my employers, I seldom
permitted my prospects of futurity to epter into the
view of my private concerns. In the undisturbed
exercise of the faculties which appertained to the active
season of my life, I confined all my regards to By
public character, and reckoned on a fund of years to
come for its duration. The infirmities of life havee
since succeeded, and I have lately received more than
one severe warning to retire from a scene to which my
bodily strength is no longer equal and am threatened
with a corresponding decay in whatever powers of
mind I once possessed to discharge the laborious
duties and hard vicissitude® of my statlon With this
change in my condition, I am compelled to depart from
that liberal plan which I originally adopted, and to
claim from your justice—for you have forbid me to
appeal to your generosity—the discharge of a debt
which I can with the most scrupulous integrity aver
to be justly my due, and which I cannot sustain.

1f it shouldbe objected that the allowance of these
demands would furnish a plecedent for others of the
like kind, I have to remark, that in their whole anjount
they are but the aggregate of a contingent account of
twelve years; and if it were to become the practice of
those who have passed their prime of life in your
seyvice, and filled, so long as I have filled it, the first
office of your dominion, to glean from their past
accounts all the little articles of expense which their
inaccuracy or indifference h_ath overlooked, your in-
terests would suffer infinitely less by the precedent
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.

than by a single example of a life spent in the accu-
mulation of crores for your beunefit, and doomed in.its
cloge to suffer the extremity of private want, and sink
in obscurity. .
I have thought it proper to complete the presen
subject by the addition of a charge which I intended
to have submitted regularly to the Board, but which,
if divided at this time from the others, might have
admitted an unfair construction. It is in the account
No.'6, and consists of charges incurred for boats and
budgerows, provided by me for my own use, on such
public occasions as required my departure from the
gresidency on extraordinary services.
My predecessors have always had an establishment
,of this kind provided for them, and my successor will
have a provision devolve to him superior in conve-
venience and in elegance to any that I have yet seen,
and furnished with a cost which would not be credited
by those who have seen the subjects of it. I have the
honour to be, with the greatest respect, honourable
Sirs, your most obedient and most faithful servant.

To Lord MANSFIELD.
The Province of Benares, 10th March, 1784,

My LOI‘J,——.I received so much satisfaction from the
perlisal of the enclosed papers, that it has tempted
me to sehd them fop your Lordship’s perusal, in the
assurance that they will afford you equal entertain-
ment. * They are a part of a report made by Lieu-
tenant Turner, a young kinsman of mine (and I have
a pleasure in acknowledging the relation, because his
conduct has done credit to my choice of him for the®
service to which it relates), who was deputed, about
the middle of last year, to visit the Lama of Tibet.
I believe I may, without much licence, term it a
physical curiosity, since it is perhaps the first example
which was ever produced to the Western world of the

VOL. IIL M
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effect of education on an infant mind, for such it surely
is, as it is impossible to attribute the same effect.to
any other cause, without adopting the superstition
which gave it birth. I will be your Lordship’s pledge
for the veracity of the narrator, whom I know to be
incapable of uttering a falsehood, or enlarging the
truth, for any consideration even of interest, and in
this instance he had no inducement;Jbesides that 1
should have the means of detection in my communi-
cation with other persons who were either presert at
the interview which Mr. Turner had with the Lama,
or had other opportunities of seeing the same phe-
nomenon. °

I am very delicate in my intrusion on your Lord-
ship’s attention, but I consider this a tribute due to,
your eminent taste, and therefore not inconsistent
when offered under such an impression, with a respect
which I feel for your Logdship, exceeding that which
I bear for all the rest of mankind. 1 have the honour
to be, &e. &e. ’

Of the preceding letters, the two last were
written while Mr. Hastings was prosecuting his
journey to Lucknow. It wasan expeditlon replete
with interesting results both to himself and td'the
parties for whose sake it had been undertaken ;
yet T will not for the present enter upon that part
of my subject, because the occurrences which kept
pace with it elsewhere, in point of time, at least,

*make large demands upon our notice, and to these
I feel that it will be proper, in the first instance,
to direct the reader’s attention.
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. } Transactions in England. v o7, ugi 4

Noruine could be more bright, nothing more
satisfactory er full of promise, than the aspect
which Mr. Hastings’s fortunes appeared to have
aspumed at home during the earlier portion of the
year 1784. The King’s councils were then di-
rected by men who owed, and made no secret of
owing, their elevation to office mainly to him. Of
the members of that administration some were
among his most ardentadmirers, and all, Mr. Dundas
himself not excepted, avowed themselveshis friends.
In the Court of Directors, likewise, a great change
of opinion seemed to have taken place; while the
proprietors were now, as they had ever been, his
steady supporters. No doubt the faction in the
House of Gommons, which had sought his ruin
with so,much eagerness in other years, abated not
a jot of their hostility ; but though powerful in
point®of numbers, they were weak in influence as
well as in character, and both to the King and to
the mass of the people they had become peculiarly
distasteful. No man’s prospects, therefore, could
appear more bright or more full of promise than
those of Mr. Hastings at the opening of 1784;
nor were his correspondents backward in assuring

M2
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him that the day would answer to the dawn, and
that an abundant recompense for all the morsi-
fications which he had suffered would, without fail,
attend him. :

The first decided proof afforded of a change of
sentiment among the Directors was their repeal
of an order formerly issued to reinstatt Cheyt Sing
in the Rajahship of Benares. In performing this
act of justice, they did not, indeed, pass all at once
into a strain of encomium on the Governor-general.
That would have made them ridiculous in their’
own eyes and in the eyes of the whole nation ;
but they cancelled instructions which in a moment
of irritation had been drawn up, whether with a
view even then of havin® them carried into effect
may be doubted. Again, the feelings of the ma-
jority were all in favour of Mr. Hastings in refer-
ence to his quarrel with the Madras Government.
So decidedly, indeed, was this the case, that the
Surprise packet, after clearing at the Custom-
house, was detained three whole days in order that
she might carry out orders such as should enable
him to settle in his own way the points in dipute
between Lord Macartney and the Nabob of Arcot.
By Mr. Hastings’s correspondents I find all this
attributed mainly to the influence of Lord Thurlow,
M. Pitt’s new Chancellor. Probably these gentle-
men were right, for of the many distinguished men
who befriended Mr. Hastings, through good report
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and through evil, Lord Thurlow was at once the
mest consistent and the most able. But how-
ever this may be, the effects of the arrange-
ment gvere to hold out to him, for a brief space,
the promises of power at the close of his adminis-
tration, which, had they been afforded a few years
earlier, would have saved him much personal
anpoyance, and the Company many severe losses.
On the other hand, the friends of Lord Macartney,
%nd they were both numerous and active, ceased
not to inveigh against Mr. Hastings in all quarters.
* They charged him with having kept up a secret
correspondence with General Stuart. They alleged
that the latter had by him Been encouraged in every
act of contumacy towards his immediate superiors,
of which he had been guilty, and they justified the
General’s supersession and arrest on the ground
that he waited only for Mr, Hastings’s direct com-
mand in order to supersede Lord Macartney and
send him home a prisoner. Nor did their inventive
malice end there. They circulated a report that
Mr. Hastings had thrown off the English yoke, and
was reigning in Calcutta as an independent prince ;
neither were there wanting those, even among his
best friends, who declared, that, considering the
amount of provocation which he had xeceived, the
proceeding, supposing it to be real, would be very
little to be wondered at.
Such was the state of public feeling in England,
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when the ship Nerbudda arrived from Caleutta,
bringing intelligence of the Nabob Vizier’s dis-
satisfaction with Mr. Bristow’s administration, and
of the applications which he had made jo the
Governor-general for redress of wrongs already
received and protection for the future. » The perusal
of these despatches gave great joy to Mr. Has-
tings’s friends, because they found in them ample
confirmation of the opinions which they had uni-
formly expressed, namely, that the Governor's®
policy in reference to Oude was both just and
humane throughout, and that the Nabob reposed °
in him unlimited confidence. When, therefore,
Mr. Hastings’s project efor the withdrawal of a
resident from Lucknow came to be discussed, they
easily carried the question in the affirmative, and
he was formally empowered to act in the matter
according to the dictates of his own judgment. In
like manner Lord Macartney’s conduqt,}especially
in the arrest of General Stuart, was severely cen-
sured, and the whole tenor of his policy, as opposed
to that of the Governor-general, condemned.* Yet
the tide which appeared to flow so strongly in Mr.
Hastings’s favour had even then reached its height,
and, for reasons not in every instance palpable, yet
scarcely sugh as to be hidden from the careful
inquirer, Mr. Hastings was destined once again to
become the object of ungenerous suspicion and
unlooked for hostility.
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On the 6th of July, Mr. Pitt, who on the pre-
céding January had sustained a defeat, and in the
foIlowing March, after a stout contest, had dissolved
the refractory Parliament, introduced into the
Houseof Commons his great measure for the better
management ‘of the affairs of India. It was largely
assisted in itS progress through both Houses by the
friends and admirers of Mr. Hastings, and early
inrthe succeeding month received the royal assent.
Nevertheless, the expectations which the supporters
of the measure had .cherished,—whether they
looked to its probable effects upon the Company’s

affairs at home and abroad, or limited their views
to the actual condition and future prospects of the
Governor-general,—weré® not destined to be ful- -
filled. In the former case, the antagonist powers
of the Board of Control and the Court of Directors
were found not to work, at least at the outset, in
harmony, In the latter, Mr. Hastings’s claims on
“the gratitude of the Minister appeared to fade away
so soon as Mr. Hastings himself ceased to be useful
as an engine wherewith to effect a particular pur-
pose’; nor were there wanting those who accounted
for Mr. Pitt’s coldness on grounds scarcely less
questionable, though fur more contemptible. The
King was well known to hold Mr. Hastings’s talents
in the highest esteem. 'The people asserted that
it was Mr. Hastings’s influence which kept Mr.
Pitt in power; and the great attention which was
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shown at St. James’s to Mrs. Hastings, who arrived
about this time in London, was not calculated to
destroy the illusion. Now if Mr. Pitt was, as his
enemies represent him to have been, peculiarly
open to the movements of political jealoudy, it #&
by no means impossible that in the instance now
before us, the feeling, quite unworth); of his posi-
tion and talents, may have been brought into pldy ;
at all events, it is past dispute that the opinidn
obtained extensive credit not only among those WhO.
euvied, and therefore hated, the minister, but among
his own personal adherents. ILet me, however, .
adhere to the rule which has guided me throughout,
as often as I Mave been called upon to criticise the
motives or behaviour of %hose among- the leading
politicians of the day at whose hands Mr. Hastings
suffered wrong. The following letters throw a
strong light upon the state of feeling in the Cabinet
at the time, and are in other respects of oo much

value to be overlooked :— .

From Major ScorT. *

London, Queen-square, 15th August, 1784,

My dear Sir,—I despatched a packet to you over-
land on the 14th of last month, and another on the 3rd
of this month; the last to convey to you the happy in-
telligence of Mrs. Hastings’s arrival in England. This
goes by Captain Rayne, who carries out the govern-
ment despatches overland, and by the Fox and Cygnet.

Our India bill has now passed both houses, and re-
ceived the royal assent on Friday. The Cbancellor
supported .it, though he does not entirely approve of
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every part; and Sir Elijah Impey thinks there are
parts which you will not like. He wished, so did we
allithat the Governor-general should have a negative ;
but Mr. Pitt was afraid to propose sostrong a measure,
and therefore he determined to reduce the Supreme
Council®to four, by which means your casting vote
would operate.

In debatingsthis clause of the bill, I had an oppor-
tunity of stating that many of our wisfortunes, indeed
all, were owing to decided parties being formed against
yowrin the Council; and I had two or three fair slaps
at Francis upon this occasion ; but the printed accounts
®ill show you the whole. The Lord Chancellor spoke
admirably in the House of* Lords. There is a clause

oin the bill which directs that every person returning
from India after the Ist of January, 1787, shall deliver
in the amount of the fortune he acquired in India.
Lord Carlisle insinuated thgt this distant period was
fixed upon, in order to give some persons an oppor-
tunity of returning with larger fortunes in security,
and glanced, as the Chancellor understood, at you.

His Lordship replied, with infinite force and spirit,
“ If the noble Lord means to insinuate that the great
and respectable character who has presided so many
years in Indih will have an objection to declare the
amount of the fortune he has acquired in three-and-
thirty years, I will venture to assert that that gentle-
man wall be ready at any time to make such a declara-
tion; and the only risk he will run, my Lords, from
such a discovery, will be that of being thought in this
instance a weak and foolish man ; for I am sure it will
be found that, in the course of his long and important
services, he has not acquired a third of the fortune
which many obscure men have accumulated in three or
four years.”

You will see in the printed debates how very un-
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fairly Francis stated the business of presents, and that
I had a good opportunity of clearing up that too. Sir
Elijah thinks you will be chagrined at that clause; sbut
the Chancellor declares that there is not the most dis-
tant idea of a reflection upon you meant by it, but that,
on the contrary, his Majesty’s ministers mos® warmly
applaud every part of your conduct relative to presents,
and that they highly approve of our making the ap-
plication for the ten lacs, upon the plea of your having
paid into the Company’s treasury above three hundred
thousand pounds which you might have appropriated
to your own use. :

In a bill of regulation it was thought better that the
practice of receiving presents should be universally
abolished ; but this, without intending anything like a,
reflection upon you.

You will see also, my dear Sir, that I had a fair op-
portunity of clearing away all the slanders that had
been thrown upon you, and of triumphing most com-
pletely over that reptile Mr. Burke. But we were
most miserably disappointed indeed in one particular.
The opposition Lords had assembled their whole force
in order to debate the India Bill at the third reading
on Monday last. I had been with the Charrellor every
day previous to that time in order to give him fullein-
formation, and I am convinced he would kave pro-
nounced the finest speech ever made in Parliament,
in justification of everything you have done, and that
he would also have given Mr. Francis a precious
trimming ; but when the hour arrived, the opposition
Lords were afraid to meet us, and they suffered the
bill to pass without saying a single syllable. This
was a bitter disappointment indeed, and only made
up, in a very small part, by a speech of the Chancellor,
in passing our Dividend and Relief Bill; but he then
challenged any man to come forward and debate what
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they might have debated on the third reading of
the India Bill, and declared that the state of Indla
was most prosperous ; that you had concluded peace
with all our enemies; had preserved all our pos-
sessions, and greatly improved our revenues. The
speech goes inclosed, though not so well given as he
pronounced it. :

The Lord Chancellor has all along said that the
ministry ought to give you a peerage and a red ribbon ;
I spoke to him two days ago upon the subject, and he
took it up instantly with warmth. He said, 1 do not
kmow a man who cuts so great a figure upon the stage
of the world as Hastings: to his other extraordinary
actions must be added, that of giving a ministry to

* Great Britain, for whether we may choose generally to
confess it or not, the fact is, that this is Hastings’s
administration, and that he put an end to the late
ministry as completely as if he had taken a pistol and
shot them through the head one after another. It
would therefore be base and dishonourable in minis-
ters not to advise his Majesty to confer some mark of
his royal favour upon a man who, to his other great
and imporfant services, can boast of perfonmng thls
meriforious agtion also.”

His Lordship said he would speak that day to the
two Secretaries of State, and sent me away instantly
to Mr Pitt. As he was not in town, I wrote to him,
and Vvent to the House of Lords, where I saw the Lord
President, Lord Gower, who said it must be done im-
mediately, and added:—<«1 always admired Mr.
Hastings, but the late events in India and in England
are of such a nature as to raise him in my opinion
above all praise.”

The Chancellor spoke to Lord Sydnmey and the
Marquis of Carmarthen, the two Secretaries of State,
and instantly obtained their concurrence, as also Lord
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Weymouth’s, so that it now only remains to get Mr.
Pitt’s consent, which, I trust, I shall commumca,te
before I close this letter.

It is the desire of the Chancellor that you should be
created an English peer, but if that cannot bg accom-
plished, he says he will condescend to accept an Irish
title just now, though so greatly inferior to your merits.
You cannot, he says, be created Lord” Hastings, be-
cause that barony is in Lord Huntingdon. I men-
tioned your taking the title from Daylesford, the place
which was so many years the seat of your family, and
he thinks it would be better than any other. I shal]
not be at ease, my dear Sir, till this business is accom-
plished. T assure you, I want words to convey to you
an adequate idea of the Chancellor’s warmth of friend- *
ship for you, and the admiration he expresses for your
character. He is the first. man in the kingdom, I
think, for firmness and in®ependence of spirit.

Burke has never made his appearance in the House
since the day he moved for your instructions relative
to Almas Alli Cawn, and the conclusion of that busi-
ness has rendered him completely ridiculous, and indeed
thrown great ridicule upon the whole party; for, from
Burke’s mode of opening the affair, they thought some-
thing might be made of it; but when I seconded his
motion, and afterwards, in hlS absence, moved that the
instructions should be printed, they saw what scrapes
so wild a man would lead them into. Great expec-
tations, too, were formed from Francis. He also is
rendered as ridiculous as Burke, first, by his gloomy
representations, and next by stating that there was no
prospect of peace with Tippoo. Not the smallest at-
tention will be paid to his predictions in future, even
if he should attempt to speak, which, I believe, he
hardly will. 1In short, my dear Sir, we have fully and
effectually confounded all your enemies, not by the
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common mode of carrying points, by a dead majority
in ’Ehe House of Commons, but by reason and argu-
ment. .

Mrs. Hastings returns from General Caillaud’s to-
day, and is to be presented on Thursday to their Ma-
Jesties, ky Lady Weymouth.

As the ships will not go till next week, 1 shall write
again then, and remain, with every sentiment of
respect, gratitude, and affection, my dear Sir, your

much obliged and faithful humble servant. SRR
. ’ EoAsagl T
. From the same.
P ~ London, Queen-square, 4th September, 1784.

My dear Sir,—My packeboverland with the pleasing
Jntelligence of Mrs. Hastings’s safe arrival, and
covering a letter from her to you, has, I hope, reached ’
Constantmople by this time.

I have given the strictest .m.]unf‘tlons for its being
forwarded, without the loss of a moment. I have since
despatched another packet overland, with an account
of the very honourable and gracious reception she re-
ceived from their Majesties.

We were again at court on the 2d instant, according
to the etiquette, and Mrs. Hastings was received with
still greater marks of attention, if possible. The
Chancellgr had taken me aside to speak to me, while
the Queen was talking to Mrs. Hastings, and when her
Majesty spoke to me afterwards, she said, “I am very
glad to observe that Mrs. Hastings is so much re-
covered ; she looks infinitely better than when 1 saw
her a fortnight ago, and I hope this country will soon
restore her to perfect health.”

These are precisely the Queen’s words, I assure you,
and they convey the most pleasing and pointed mark of
attention thatit was possible for her to show. Since my
last letter the Directors have made several arrange-’
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ments. The ministers wished exceedingly to remove
Macartney, but when it came to the point, they were
afraid of the Bute interest. The King highly disap-
proves of his conduct, and it is generally expected that
the fall and complete power given by the new Bill to
you will effectually keep h1m in order in futyre, and
orders will go from hence relative to the assignment:

In my last letter I informed you, my dear Sir, how
the peerage stood. I cannot sufficiently express to you
the kindness and friendship of the Chancellor on.this
occasion. He told me he would make a point of it, and
peremptorily enjoined me to leave it to him., When I
was with Mrs. Hastings at the drawing “room on
Thursday, Mr. Pitt came up to me and spoke exactly
as follows : « I am really ashamed, Major Scott, thatI
have never yet entered upon the business you wrote to®
me about ; but as I have always found you free and
open, I will candidly and honestly give you my senti-
ments. I look upon Mr.eHastings to be a very great,
and indeed a wonderful man. He has done very es-
sential services to the state, and has a claim upon us
for everything he can ask. My only difficuity, and I
confess it appears to me to be a material one, is, the
resolutions of the House of Commons, standing upon
our journals: for though I admit that the charges
against Mr. Hastings were ridiculous and absurd, 4nd
were, as I really thmk fully refuted, yet until'the sting
of those resolutions is done away by a vote of thanks
for Mr. Hastings’s great services, I do not see®how 1
can with propriety advise his Majesty to confer an
honour upon Mr. Hastings. On the other hand, there
are many powerful reasons to be assigned for our not
waiting till we meet again.”

I observed to Mr. Pitt that your situation was a
cruel one indeed, if resolutions so totally unfounded,
and carried in so shameful a mauner, were to prevent
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you from receiving a mark of the sovereign’s favour;
and I desired Mr. Pitt to consider that the very same
House of Gommons which had voted resolutions against
M. Hastings had also voted resolutions against Mr.
Pitt, and that it was deservedly punished by a prema-
tyre digsolution. Pitt told me then that he was un-
determined, but I should hear further.

I'saw the Chancellor the next day, and related this
conversation to him. He told me he had laboured to
carry the point now, and still had one hope left. <1
mean (says his Lordship) to desire Mr. Pitt will permit
me to take the responsibility of the measure upon my-
self, since he is afraid of the House of Commons, and I
will ask the King to create Hastings a peer; Iam sure
he will not refuse me.”

Thus the matter stands at present, my dear Sir, and
I trust it will be done, because a vote of thanks may
follow with the greatest propriety.

L 2

Mr. Pitt had manifestly taken his line. He
praised Mr. Hastings both in public and in pri-
vate ; he spoke of him as the fittest of living men
to control the destinies of British India; yet he
positively refused to confer upon him any especial
mark of royal favour. It seems idle to suppose
that the motive assigned by him for this reluct-
ance tould be the true one. Mr. Pitt had influ-
ence enough in his own House of Commons to
obtain the repeal of the vote of censure had he de-
sired it, or if not, I cannot see Low such a vote
passed by a defunct Parliament ought to have
operated as a bar to the advancement of him who
was the object of it. For either Mr. Hastings de-



176 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

served the censure, in which case he deserved much
more, or the censure was unmerited, an(_l therefore
in itself a dead letter.. Nevertheless, Mr. Pitt
could not be moved. Moreover, the dissensions
between the Board of Control and the Ceurt of
Directors, which almost immediately began, were
not without their effect in obstructing Hastings’s
career of honour. I find for example, that .the
Directors, while they took part with Mr. Hastings
against Lord Macartney, inserted in their despatch
a clause, to the effect, that, within a year from it
receipt, Mr. Hastings should resign his govern-
ment. The Board of Control, on the other hand, '
though compelled by the Bute influence to cast
their shield = before the Governor of Madras,
erased the paragraph relating to Mr. Hastings,
and left him free to choose his own period of re-
tirement. These may be regarded as trivial mat-
ters by an indifferent person. To Mr. Hastings
they were big withl important results, and the fpl—
"lowing letter will show that by more than Mr.

Hastings they were regarded as important.
L]
From the same.

London, 6th November, 1784,

My dear Sir,—I despatched a letter to you overland
on Tuesday last, and a copy of it goes by this ship.
There was a letter to you from Mrs. Hastings by the
same despatch, sothat I am doubly anxious for its safe
and speedy arrival. :

Two days ago I dined alone with the Lord Chan-
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cellof, and we had a very long conversation upon India
affairs. He does not perfectly understand what his
brother mipisters mean, but matters he assures me
canmot Jong remain upon their present footing.

The dissent of the Board of Control to the Direc-
tors’ lesolutlon for your quitting at the end of one
year afte} the appointment of a successor, he approves,
though he did not construe that resolution into an
ungentlemanlile dismission from the service at the
end of the year, which was the light in which many of
your ‘friends had viewed it. He thinks too that there
is a more powerful leaning towards Macartney than he
expected £1ere would have been, at the same time that
theey substantially adopt your system, and blame and
censure his lordship for those breaches of a solemn
treaty which you have so justly condemned.

The Chancellor has promised he will make himself
master of this subject completely, and 1 have put all
the papers into his hands. Fending there was so great
a backwardness in Mr. Pitt to do you justice, by
elevating you to a British peerage, the Chancellor was
determined to enter fully into the business, and I shall
now copy for you, my dear Sir, as faithfully as my
memory will permit, what passed between them.

I went, said his Lordship, to Mr. Pitt at Putney, and
I tolq him that*it was absolutely necessary we should
do somethipg decisive relative to Hastings, for though
I had always declared, and was always ready to declare,
that Hagtings had made me a minister, and made Mr.
Pitt one too, yet if there was anything in the character
or conduct of Mr. Hastings which would not bear a
scrutiny, or if he had been unprincipled, corrupt, or
inefficient in his great office, I was just as ready to
crush him as Mr. Pitt could be; for though he had
made me a minister, and though I had declared so in
the House of Peers, Mr. Pitt should never find me an

VOL. III. N
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advocate for, or a protector of,a delinquent. I saw Pitt
was rather distressed to be so pushed; but he told me
that although in many instances, and those important
ones too, he allowed Mr. Hastings great merit, yet there
were charges against him which, till explained, he con-
ceived would render it dangerous for his Majesty’s
ministers to grant him a peerage, as it would exdite
the popular clamour to a very great degree.

I then desired Mr. Pitt would tell nfe what were the
objections against Hastings, and he said there were
four.

First, he had attempted to extend the Britist do-
minion in India, a system Pitt highly disapproved.
Secondly, he had by his conduct forfeited the confidente
of the native princes of India. Thirdly, he had, in
various instances, disobeyed the orders of the Court of
Directors; and fourthly, he had fixed enormous sa-
laries to offices in Bengal, and wasted the public money
to gratify the servants of the Company who were at-
tached to him.

I told Mr. Pitt we were now nearly coming to a
point, aid all I wished further was to havehim specify
any instances under these general heads, to which I
would engage to reply so as to satisfy his mind. Pitt
seemed staggered a little, and I said to him, Come, Mr.
Pitt, I see you know as little of the Matter as I do,
but let us talk this business over as friends, or if you
please, as statesmen. Do not look upon me as the
advocate of Hastings. You will see Mr. Dandas in
half an hour, and perhaps he may point out some in-
stances under each head of accusation. Perhaps he
may not, for I suspect Dundas to know as little of
India affairs as you and I do; but I'll tell you what 1
will do. Youshall employ Dundas to employ any man
or set of men he pleases, to point out the instances in
which Hastings has profusely lavished the public
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monty, disobeyed orders, forfeited the confidence of
the native princes, or attempted to extend the British
empire inJIndia: and if I do not produce a full and
satésfactory answer to each charge, why, then I not
only will consent to sacrifice Hastings, but I will insist
upon his being sacrificed to national justice. At
' present’it appears to me that you are afraid to support
Hastings, and yet afraid to recall him, but it is impos-
sible that this‘miserable system can go on. Hismerits
are great and splendid : you allow them to be so. His
influence also is great, but it does not arise from cor-
ruption or wealth. It arises from the high opinion
men entértain of his integrity and extraordinary
abilities. If you can prove that he wants the first, or
is deficient in the last, he Will sink in the public opi-
.nion, and you may reduce him in a moment to the
situation of a private man. Every friend of Hastings
with whom I have conversed will gladly consent that
he shall rise or fall by his merits.

This, my dear Sir, is the substance of what passed
between Pitt and the Lord Chancellor. When Dun-
das returns from. Scotland, his Lordship assures me
there will be some decision, and he said, if it shall
appear that Hastings has in some instances given
larger salasies than they approve (for all the other
chayges are mensense), why the devil don’t they order
them to be lessened ? but I hope they will,at the same
time, give Hastings credit for creating an immense
revenug at his own responsibility and for the improve-
ment of the land revenues of Bengal.

The Chancellor told Mr. Pitt that what information
he bad, he drew from me; that knowing my connexion
with Mr. Hastings, and the enthusiasm of my temper,
he did not entirely depend upon me. He observed,
however, that Lord Walsingham was as strong an en-
thusiast as I was. What he therefore wanted was,

N2
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that those who thought unfavourably of Mr. Hastmgs,
that his avowed enemies should state every thing they
could against him; that the Chancellor should be
permitted to call upon me for an answer to each head
of accusation, and then he would willingly leave it to
Mr. Pitt to determine.

I hope, my dear Sir, something of this kind*will ke
done, but you now see the little pitiful manner in
which you are attacked. .

Upon all the great points you have completely de-
feated your opponents, and they are now attempting
to whisper away your reputation. In this, however,
by the manly part our friend the Chancellor Yakes, we
shall effectually disappoint them. This mode of attacls
proceeds from the private sletters of two of your col-
leagues in Bengal, who have been perpetually assert-
ing, that contracts, salaries, and agencies have been
given away at an extravagant rate. When we can
once bring them to specify the instances, we shall soon
refute them.

10th of November. —1I was two hours yesterday with
our friend Lord Walsingham, and related to him, by
the Chancellor’s desire, what had passed between him
and Mr. Pitt.

Lord Walsingham said that the three figst charges
were nonsense ; that the Board gave you eredit for hold-
ing high the British character in the East, and that the
charge of disobedience of orders was contemptlble, but
that on the last head you would certainly be pushed
when the subject came forward, in consequence of the
minutes and private representations of Stables to
John Robinson. It is impossible, my dear Sir, they
can push you without condescending to specify the
particular instances of larger salaries, &c.; and when
once they will do that, I havenot a doubt of explaining
your conduct satisfactorily; but the Chancellor says,
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admitting.the fact to be so, that their ideas of what
are handsome salaries shall be more confined than
yours, they have only to order them to be lessened in
future. ' ‘ '
+ Wht the Board and the Directors want, is to bring
the civil expenses within thirty lacs a year, and
whether theyswill order you to do this, or go into the
detail is uncertain yet, but I believe the latter.

Asthe Fox is still to stay some days, I may be able to
tebl you further in another letter. 1 am ever, my dear
Sir, modt faithfully and gratefully yours.
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CHAPTER VIIL

Journey to Lucknow-—Communication with the Prinoe of Delhi—Prepa-
rations to retwrn Home—Letters to Mr. Hastings.

.

WHILE parties were thus confounding ‘themselvgs,
and losing sight in their bickerings, not unfre-
quently of what was due to justice, almost always
of what they owed to sound policy and common
sense, Mr. Hastings was putting forth his strength
so that the affairs of the province might as
speedily as possible be seduced to order, and him-
self left free to indulge his own wishes by departing
for England. His journey to Lucknow went
forward, as has elsewhere been explained, without
the occurrence of any adventure of which it is ne-
cessary to give an account. In its results, how-
ever, it proved eminently advantageous, both to the
Company and the Nabob, for the former received on
the instant a considerable portion of the sunrs that
were due ; while the latter was placed in such a
situation as to afford good hope of his being able
thenceforth to support his own dignity. Yet
greater things still would have questionless fol-
lowed, had Mr. Hastings been, as his friends at
home believed him to be, absolute in British India.
Mr. Hastings found at Lucknow an illustrious
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exile, the eldest son of the fallen Mogul; who
esoaping from Delhi had come to implore the as-
sistance of the English, in restoring to his father
some pprtion of the power of which his enemies had
deprived him. The project, bold as it was, seems
to have been readily, I had almost said eagerly, em-
braced by Mr. Hastings. It agreed well with the
expansive nature of his genius, which delighted to
considemr rather the ultimate results of things, than
¢he inconvenience which might attend the effort to
attain them ; and he was the more disposed to

* assist the prince, that he believed the moral influ-_
ence of the Company of sufficient weight to bear
down all opposition. Buj his colleagues, to whom
he referred the matter, shrank from it with dismay,
and it fell of course to the ground. The following,
which contains a summary of his proceedings in
this and in other matters, will, I think be read with
great intereft.

¢ To Major Scorr.

M Lucknow, 12th June, 1784,

My dear Scott,—On the 15th and 17th ultimo, I
sent despatches to Mr. Bodham to be forwarded to
England by the way of Bussora, containing duplicate
letters to the Court of Directors, and two to you, with
one in each for Mrs. Hastings. I can neither detail
what I have done, nor send you materials. I have
furnished the Council with bills for five laes at a re-
duced exchange of three and a half per cent. instead
of sixteen and twenty. I have paid up all the arrears
of the different corps, the Surat included, of these pro-
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vinces. 1 have just got bills for five lacs, also with, a
reduced exchange of four per cent. fromt Bombay,
where they are in the last degree of want. 1 had
realized above forty-six lacs when my accounts in those
despatches were closed. The season of collectiog closqi
with them ; but something, I do not exactly know whaa
has been received since. I have adjustgd all the did
puted " accounts between the Nabob Vizier and th
Company, and formed the mode of monthly adjustmem
with the joint signatures and intercharze of the pni-
nister and our accomptant, which will preelude all
fature differences, the past being the accumulation of
years. The minister has formed all his plans for the
ensuing settlement, for the retrenchment of expenses,
.and the establishment of new and necessary offices; *
and promises that all will be in complete execution
within a month from this time. He desires me to re-
main a little longer to gtve them effect in the first
operation, and I have fixed the day of my departure.
The settlement will be generally fixed for five years,
and if the rains set in well, there will be. a sufficiency
to pay all the debt of the Company considerably within
the next year, ¢ e. from Ist September to Ist Septem-
ber, and provide for a new military establishinent to re-
place Sir John Cummmgs, which I shall withdraw. I hdve
had few occasions to apply to the Board, but dn these I
have constantly received flat and ungracious refusals,
after having been made to wait a length of time for an-
swers on subjects stated to require instant decision; 1
wrotethem a long letter representing the managementof
Benares, and offering to correct the abuses. They made
me wait a month, and then asked for my plan. I have
given them one, and they refuse to accept it; I shall
have exposed the names of individuals to personal
vengeance, and done no good to the country. If they
accept it, I have pledged my credit for the prosperity



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS., 185

and safety of the country and its revenue. If they do
vot, I will'return by the river Gragra under pretext of
a visit to the Begums at Fyzabad, that I may not pass
Benares, for 1 underwent the persecutxon of mobs of
omplainants from Boxar to Joosee in my way hither,
ind there is now a little mob parading even at my gate.
I have desired powers to relieve the King, declaring
hat T believed I could do it without hostility or ex-
pense, pravided I had the power of the former, and
that I would undertake nothing without a moral cer-
tainty of avoiding both. They have ¢ exhorted me to
avoid most sedulously and cautiously in my correspon-
dence with the different princes of India whatever may
commit, or be strained into an interpretation of com-
mitting the Company, either as to their arms or trea-
sure.”. These are their words, and they are fulsomely
loud in their applause of the “wisdom and sound
policy” of the Company’s® orders against our inter-
ference “in the objects of dispute between the country
powers.” Yet they “ hope that I shall be enabled to
effect the return of the Shazada to his father with
safety and credit to the prince.” As if I could
negociate with my hands tied. I have, however, stated
the necess1tx of my having powers so strongly, that I
think they will be perplexed to justify their refusal.
Yet I khow they will refuse, and sincerely hope they
will; for though I have urged this point with all the
vehemence of a man whose heart is devoted to the
point which he pursues, I have opposed my own in-
terest, ease, and inclinations in it. Some good I will
yet do, and may draw the means of it from the over-
shot caution with which the instructions of the Board
are guarded. But I am led unawares into a subject
which I meant to have left entirely to your brother:
to whom I now leave what remains of it.
You will hear enough of the treaty concluded with
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Tippoo Sultan. Our Board have ratified it, and sent a
copy to me for a second ratification of it with my sig-
nature. I have a531gned my reasons why I ought not to
sign it. Indeed there is anabsurdity in the very form
of it, for it expresses that the Governor-genegal an
Council have signed it on such a date in Fort Willia
when I am at the distance of 800 miles from it.
have drawn out another, in which I rendered that par
of the ratification more accurate, and accompanied i
with a declaration on the part of the Governor-general
and Council that we have acceded, to the treaty under
the construction of the Nabob Walla Jah being under-
stood and included in it wherever the Carnatic is men-"
tioned ; and I have signed both the copy which the
Board sent to me, my amended copy, and the declara- *
tion, that they may make their choice of them without
loss of time. They have approved the two latter, and
intend to depute a personseto see that they are deli-
vered. Upon this occasion I have again condemned
_their forbearance, and urged their dismissing Lord
Macartney and the committee for breach of orders.
For they have studiously excluded the Nabob Walla
Jah, though the principal in the treaty, and the
Mabhrattas, though it was concluded in v1r€ue of the
treaty made with them. I wish to send you copies of
my protest and letters on this subject; but*I want
hands and time. I gave early information to Mahdajee
Sindia, taking blame for the neglect of our treaty with
him, and acknowledging that it was to his good offices
and the Peishwa’s interposition that we were indebted
for the peace, such as it was. This has prevented him
from taking offence at it, and he is gratified by the
personal merit which I have assigned to him in the
business. It might have created a breach between us.
What a man is this Lord Macartney! The wit of
man could not devise such effectual instruments of a

4
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nation’s ruin, as this black eagle portends to every
land and state over which he casts the shadow of his
wings, not like the fabulous eagle of the Arabians,
whose shadow confers crowns, victory, and prosperity
ta those over whom it passes. I yet believe that, in
spite of peace, he will effect the loss of the Carnatic.

I must not, forget that Mr. Wheler has behaved
well. He is overruled, and has contended with the
ungracious spirit of his colleagues as strenuously as
coyld be expected from his disposition. I cannot ex-
pect move. I hear that Mr. Stables has taken Mr.
Lowper into his family, and I will write to Calcutta
that it may be ascertained, and you will know from
thence the truth of it ; his conduct is indecent beyond
"all bounds. My dear Scott, yours ever most affec-
tionately.

To this I subjoin a letter to Mr. Wheler, in
which the reasons that swayed Mr. Hastings to the
adoption of his own peculiar views are set forth.
Whatever we may think of this document as a
piece of practical reasoning, it describes a mind
deeply intbuyed with the principles of justice and
m'agnar.limity, and the loftiest order of ambition.

To Mr. WHELER.
Lucknow, 9th June, 1784,

My dear Sir,—You must not be offended at the dis-
tant and peremptory style of my secret letter. It
bears your formal address, but is substantially. less
yours than theirs to whom I have desired you to impart
it. By the unhandsome reception of my former let-
ters I judge of the effect of this. 1 have simply done
my duty, and am careless whether I am permitted to
go further or not; because though I do most ardently
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wish to close my service with some act that will reflect
a credit on my nation, with little cost or trouble, gnd
feel an interest in the cause for which I am an advo-
cate, proportioned to my actual proximity to it, and am
not apt to enter coldly into any political measures,«—
yet I have numberless reasons to wish, could I oppose
my private to my public feelings, thas I may fail in
my present application; and therefore I do not choose
to solicit where I do not choose to be obliged.

I have used many arguments, and those, I thinks of
much weight, to induce the Board to afforfl such a
degree and mode of assistance to the King as map
prove effectual to his relief, and not implicate the
Company in wars or expenses, so far as these, or either |
of these, consequences may be avoided. But I have
omitted many other reasons applicable only to the
present occasion, because I did not chose to overload
the subject, having withot them made my letter more
than sufficiently long. I will endeavour to recollect
them, and if you think them deserving your own
notice in the consideration of the question which I
have proposed for the Board’s decision, it will be
highly gratifying to me if you will make thgm in any
way that you please your own. It is possible that they
may not so obviously occur to you, as you are at too
great a distance to receive that impression from the
general subject, which a nearer view, and a daily in-
tercourse with those who are interested in if, naturally
force on me.

1. The daily indignities which have been imposed
upon the King since he chose to abandon our protec-
tion have so much debased the credit and respect of
his house, that unless some powerful effort is made to
relieve it, it will very shortly be extinct; and there is
no power but ours that can relieve it.

2. lts extinction will probably be followed by that
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of the miserable influence which at this time oppresses
it ; for Affrasi ab Cawn himself possesses neither abi-
lity, spirit, nor birth to support the power which he
hag assumed, without the sanction of the royal name;
and it is by no means improbable that, in the confusion
which will ensue, some new adventurer may start up
faom the general mass who will constitute a new
dominion, and join to it all the powers and prerogatives
of the past. d would almost venture to foretel that
such will, in the case which I have supposed, be the
" eveht of it; and whenever this happens, our dominion,
which subsists but loosely on the weakness of our
neighbofrs, and on the illusion of popular opinion, at
deast as much as on our military strength, will be ex-
posed to greater dangers fhan any which it has yet
had to encounter, though it has been many times near
* the brink of destruction.

3. There never yet was an instance of the flight of
a prince of the house of Timur from the presence, that
did not produce some great &vent ; and suchis expected
from the late extraordinary effort of the Prince Mirza
Iowan Bukht, for he is the eldest of the King’s sons;
supposed to be greatly superior to any of the family in
ability ; the declared heir of the throne; and regent,
whenever the King himself is absent. It has already
pl:oduced ong event, by the imprisonment of the King’s
confidential servant, Mudged o'Dowla, which, if no
exertion is made in favour of the King, may complete
his debasement; but might prove the reverse by the
universal dissatisfaction which it has occasioned, were
an immediate advantage taken of it, while the minds
of the ruling party are wavering, and their authority
undetermined. If no other consequences follow such
portentous movements, the veil which has hitherto
concealed the nakedness of the royal authority will fall
off, and it will lose even the little respect which it has
hitherto retained.
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4. The present reduced state of the royal authority
may be principally ascribed to the indolence and passive
spirit of the King. His son seems to be of a different
character, and has given proofs both of his courage
and attachment on some pressing exigencies. Indeed
on such occasions his father has always had recourse
to him as his principal dependance; but his Services
have been constantly forgotten as soon as the danger
that called them forth was past. It is probable that, if
the prince can be instrumental to his deliverance at this
time, the magnitude of" the service, and the unques-
tionable evidence which it will afford of his attachmant,
added to the confidence which the King will (or ought
to) repose in the honour of our nation, which will be 2
security against the perfidy,which is too often practised
even by sons against their parents in the course of
Asiatic intrigues, will attach the King to him, and in- *
duce him to invest him with that share of the executive
administration which he has hitherto suffered to be
usurped and exercised by®the meanest and most un-
worthy men. I state this as a probability ; but I own, I
do not dwell with greatreliance on it ; for there is no an-
swering for a spirit so weak as the King’s, and so much
under the dominion of whisperers and incendiaries.

5. Hitherto, when any calamity has befallen the
King, it has passed at such a distance from the ob-
servation of our Government, that the occasion has
seemed to have produced its own remedy before it was
well known to us. It was known that we had work
enough of our own upon our hands ; and the distance
between us (to recur to the first argument) has served
for an excuse to our indifference. It at least prevented
the appearance of a direct refusal. The case is now
widely different. The proximity of the person who is
supposed to possess the executive powers of our Go-
vernment ; his residence and intimate communication
with the first servant of the Crown.; the superior
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claim which the King has on me, derived from his de-
privation of the tribute, which was my own personal
aet ;- the professions continually wade by our Go-
vernment through me from the time of that act, which
includes a period of almost eleven years; the hopes
excited by my arrival here, which were the declared
and wmdoubted motive for the prince’s flight; his
flight attempted and effected with great personal
hazard ; that followed by the recent outrage which
has been offered to the royal authority, of which I my-
self, thgugh innocent of it, have furnished the original
gwound ; the King’s interests, cause, and inclinations,
united by this event, if not always the same, with his
eson’s; his application for our aid, and the pathetic
expostulation with which je has since repeated it ; the
great advantages which the presence and influence of
the prince would give to any plan undertaken for the
King’s benefit, and the weakness of those who might
oppose it; and lastly (for I pass other points of
less note, and many of efual may have escaped my
recollection), our relaxation from every other external
concern: these are all of such public notoriety (ex-
cept one only, which will soon become as well known as
the rest), that they may be said to constitute the crisis
of the forfunes and destiny of the house of Timur; and
it will most, probably (I am almost impelled to say,
assuredly) terminate in the utter subversion or the
temporary relevation of its dignity. Of one or other
of these events we shall be the instruments. I am not
sure, but I believe, that we shall be applauded at
home, if we take the generous side of the question;
but I am quite sure that we shall be loudly reproached
both by our own countrymen, and by all mankind, if
we suffer so illustrious a family to perish, being able
to prevent it, and having been the instruments of the
causes which led to it. i
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6. I have said nothing of the King’s absolute rights,
having sufficiently discussed them in my secret letter.
But I must add the right of gratitude, for he has'ag-
serted it. He pleads that when the French and Hyder
earnestly solicited his grants of the Carnatic, and
offered large sums to obtain them, he constantly and
steadily refused them. We know by undoubted evig
dence that this is true; and though we have ever
treated the King's sunnuds and firmauns as waste
paper, and they were certainly no better, yet our ene-
mies held them in high estimation, and his m%rit was
proportionably great in disappointing their expecta-
tions. .

7. 1f we meant to withhold all interference from the
concerns of the King, we ought not to have appointed
a public minister at his court. The Board appointed
Major Browne for the express purpose of tendering
our assistance. It was an act of the most complete
authority; for it passed when the members of the
Board were in entire confidence and good humour
with each other, and all their judgments were con-
cerned in it. It was a proclamation to the world that
we acknowledged the King’s right to our assistance,
and a pledge equally public for the substantial per-
formance of that acknowledgment. The member of
the Board who was not present, nor his @pﬁointment
known, at the time when this measure was adopted',
may complain of it, as I have heard him; anid may
propose that it be reversed, if he considers no act of
Government valid which he had no hand in. Butit
will be difficult for you, Mr. Macpherson, or myself, to
find a reason to justify us in undoing it, or in making
new declarations which are the reverse of those made
and understood by so authentic a publication. Yet, if
it shall be resolved to leave the King absolutely to his
destiny, I shall not, of my own authority, send back
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Major Browne, nor advise the Board to continue his
commission.

After this long discussion (which I fear will tire
you), I find it necessary to recur once more to the ob-
ject of it. I do not want to send armies into the field,
nor to q;sturb the repose which our Government enjoys
and requires after the fatigues and bruises which it has
sustained from a long and accumulated warfare. I
want no more than the power to dictate, and I am per-
suaded that I shall have no need to enforce it : neither
is it my wish or intention to stay beyond the term of
my" original commission, though all the wealth of
Akbal should be offered to tempt me. I do not ex-
Sect that the Board will approve of my recommenda-
tion, and T secretly wish, in spite of myself, that they
*may not; but I do sincerely hope that your senti-
ments will concur with mine, because I am convinced
that you will gain ecredit by it, though we may be

both overruled.

I think it proper to mentwn, though you will of
course so understand it, that I mean this letter for
your own perusal only, but with a latitude to apply it as
you think proper. 1 am, my dear Sir, your faithful
and affectionate friend.

L] «

Thie Board would not sanction the adoption of a
policy s0 bold, perhaps so perilous, as is advocated
in this letter, but they did not object to his taking
the prince under his protection ; and placed at his
disposal resources enough, both in men and money,
to secure for the young man a safe return to his
father’s capital. This was ultimately effected ;
but in the meanwhile Mr. Hastings had other bu-
siness to conduct, and it pretty well engrossed both

VOL. il 0
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bhis time and attention. Through this, how-
ever, I cannot venture to follow him, because I
am unwilling to embark upon a complication of
details, every effort to unravel which would serve
but to weary, without at all exciting my own
interests or those of my reader. I, therefore, con-
tent myself with stating, that by his tealings with
the Vizier, he delivered that prince entirely from
the pressure of the resident’s domination, and t.hat
having found for him ministers, both able and
willing to manage his affairs, he left Lim in theis
hands, and never had catse to repent the arrange-
ment. In the province of Benares, likewise, he*
affected great and important reforms. 'The city
appears, indeed, to hgve flourished under the
management of Mohammed Reza Cawn, a native
of whose integrity and-talents Mr. Hastings en-
tertained the highest opinion, and whose portrait
hangs, or did hang when I was last there, in what
used to be Mr. Hastings’s library at Baylesford.
But into the rural districts Mr. Fowke had con-
trived to introduce the most exquisite confusion ;
and these it became the Governor’s duty to re-
model. He was not so immediately successful in
this case as in the regeneration of Oude, partly
because things were politically more confused,
partly because over Benares the famine had spread
with fearful violence. Nevertheless he constructed
a machinery for the future working of the state,
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and in due time the state reaped ample benefit
from it. After this he set out on his return to the
Pr'esidency, his progress towards which, as well
as his final preparations for quitting India, I shall
18ave Wim to describe for himself. o ‘

The following letters, addressed to Mrs. Has-
tings, seem to me to be full of interest. They
certainly do not describe the Begums as harbouring
any vindictive remembrance of injuries sustained,
though they make a good deal of mention of these
ladies and of the feelings which they cherished

.towards both the writer himself and his interesting
correspondent, though now far removed from
them :~— )
* Benares, 24th September, 1784.

My deal est Marlan,-—My last letter was closed the
27th of last month, the day on which I left Lucknow.
I had a very unpleasant and tedious journey, though
but of fifty miles, to Doondea-kéry where my boats
lay; for itbegan to rain as soon as I began my march,
and continued [almost without remission to the 2d
of this mpnth, The plains were overflowed, and every
hollow way became an impassable river ; insomuch that
many people, and some of my own, were drowned in
attempting to pass the depths, which but a fortnight
before were dry ground. 1 myself was obliged to
cross one new born river on a raft which sunk below
the surface with my single weight, and a few hours
after wrecked my buggy, which is yet lying m the
channel where it fell. 'The horse, with my two other
favourites, were swum over, and safely landed in my
~own presence. The Nabob was with great difficulty

02
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persuaded to return to Lucknow, on the 2d, having
resolved to accompany me, not from affection, to
Benares. We parted in great good humour, and I do
verily believe that his feelings and sentiments do
Jjustice to the kindness which I have shown him. Yet
he is in vile hands, and it was to carry a paltmy point
for his unworthy favourites that he was so earnest to
go with me, beyond the personal influerce of his mi-
nisters. These men have urged him to some alarming
acts since his return, but without consequence ; nor
have I much apprehension for his future behavioyr.
He well knows that if he loses my support he will be a
ruined man, and I have left Major Palmer, on whom
can securely depend, to remjnd him occasionally both of
his obligations and engagements ; and I shall stay at
this place one month, partly for the purpose of guard-
ing against any mischief that may be practised; and,

if necessary, which God forb1d to return to Lucknow
for the last resource; I cn be there in a journey of
two days, but I do not suspect that it will be neces-
sary. The Nabob solemnly promised that he would
not break a single thread of my arrangements, and
these, if undisturbed, will discharge all his debts to the
Company in the course of a year, and leave him a free
and independent man. His uncle, his,mother, and
glandmother, the most respected of his f’amﬂy, are all
in my interest, and look upon me as the guardian of
their house; nor do I believe that I have left an
enemy in all the Nabob’s dominions, except among the
most worthless, whose influence I have been the means
of repressing. But to return to my travels: in these
the prince accompanied me, or to speak with more pro-
priety, I attended him. On the 3d, we reached the
Ganges, and on the 5th, in an evil hour, put off, or
rather attempted it, against a strong wind, beating us
on a lee shore. My beautiful budgerow became almost
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in an instant a complete ruin. I reluctantly detail the
perticulars. Therudder had been broken on the way,
which the sarang concealed from my knowledge, and
instead of repairing the damage, had loosely patched
and covered it from view. The budgerow was of course
unmanfigeable ; she was driving fast towards the bank,
the Daudees being unable cither to keep her off, or
turn her, and *a rapid stream hurrying her down-at a
most furious rate. I ran up to the poop to see what
was the matter, and no sooner was my back turned,
than the frosh opened every window which I had left
fastened on the left side, which was presented to the
«hore, which the blockhead had no sooner accomplished
than the stump of a tree,which my evil genius had

. planted for the purpose, shaved them all from their
hinges in less than ten seconds, with a crash that I
am sure you must have felt, and will remember, if you
can remember where you yere, and what were your
thoughts, at the time, which answers to two o’clock in
the afternoon of the 5th of September, in the longi-
tude of Doondea-kéry. At the sameinstant I saw the
rudder gone, and the old sarang in a state of stupe-
faction. It was a long time before he recovered his
senses engygh to tell me that it was impossible to move
without a new rudder. I could not wait for so tedious
an operation, nor bear to look at the destruction
around me; and having given vent for a reasonable
length of time, to a something too intemperate anger,
I began coolly to reflect that I had been attended with
a long train of fortunate events; that it was the lot of
humanity to receive a mixture of good and evil in the cup
of life, and that it was well that my portion of the bitter
had been administered to me in a substance which
could only give a temporary affliction. The damage
of a budgerow was not a subject of internal or lasting
grief; and I said it was well if it were no worse. To
avoid worse, I resolved to fly from the spot to which
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my ill fortune had attached itself, and leave it to com-
plete the mischief which was yet in store for me. Ac-
cordingly, having given the necessary orders for the
care of the budgerow, 1 took to the feelchehra, Mr.
Sulivan and -Major Toone, who with Sir Thomas
Mills chanced to be with me, accompanying nte. Sir
Thomas was sick and stayed. I called upon the prince,
made my excuses to him for leaving him, telling him
my melancholy story, and took my leave. The next
afternoon at three o’clock, we arrived at Mirsepoor,
landed and found Mr. John Scott there, and at dinner.
We stayed that night with him, and renewing®ur voy-
age the next morning by daylight, we reached Chunay
before eight. We were accommodated by Colonel
Achmuty in the new house built by Colonel Blair in
the fort, and continued his guests till our companions
joined us. In the mean time I was alarmed with the
report of a fresh calamity. The pinnaw, which your
sarang (for I have not yet turned him away) had stuck
upon every sand between Calcutta and Allahabad, was
not arrived when I left Doondea-kéry ; and two gen-
tlemen assured me that they had passed it near Man-
niepoor (see the chart) upon a shoal where, as the water
had fallen considerably, she was likely to Jie till the
next rains. I had no remedy but patience, and neyer
bore misfortune with so much philosophy. If you have
ever seen me otherwise, it was because you had a share
in my vexations, and because 1 feel more for yours
than for my own. In the mean time I indulged in a
long interval of repose and comfort, and had arrived
in time to intercept a packet filled with all my letters
from England by the Surprise. These would pro-
bably have passed me, had no accident obliged me to
deviate from the quiet track of my voyage; and from
these I learnt the complete overthrow of the men who
had been aiming so much mischief through me at the
Company, and the establishment as complete of my
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own reputation. On the 11th I had the pleasure to
se¢ my pinnaw arrive in safety, and the prince, who
hag met with some accidents with his own, in posses-
sion of it. I conducted him that evening in great
parade, to the fort, where a small mistake was com-
mitted #in letting him see Mrs. Achmuty and Mrs.
Showers. It was her fault, and I was not on my guard.
I privately apologized for it, desiring him not to form
his idea -of English beauty from these models, assuring
him that we had better. I carried him the next morn-
ing in the feelchehra to your gaut, and from thence
conduct®d him in safety to Mahdewdass's garden,
avhere I left him as happy as a prince ought to be
proverbially. I am quartered partly at Markham’s
. house onthe plain of Schrowl, where I pass the day,
and partly at a bungalow of Fowke’s in which I sleep.
Thus ends this chapter of my travels, \\hich may be
properly named the chapter of accidents. 1 should
tell you that the budgerow is now at Chunar, and 1
have the promise of seeing her again very shortly in a
state of complete repair.
It will be of consequence to you to kuow that, though
I have been much exposed to both extremities of heat
and wet, I. have not suffered from either, having in-
variably preserved my health in every occasion of ex-
ertion, and never complaining but when I have been at
rest. My complaints, such as they are, evidently
proceed from the weather, and are languor, lassitude,
and inactivity. I eat sparingly: I never sup, and am
generally a-bed by ten. . I breakfast at six. I bathe
with cold water daily, and while I was at Lucknow twice
a-day, using sooreys cooled with ice. Though my
mind has laboured under 2 constant and severe load,
' yet the business which has occupied it .has been light,
with no variety to draw my attention different ways,
and with little vexation. To these may be added,
that unless every body was in a conspiracy to deceive
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me, all ranks of people were pleased, not because I did
good, but that I did no ill. With such advantages I
ought perhaps to be better. I am indeed infinitely
better than I was at this season the last year, for then
I was miserably bad : but the best health that,] gain
or can hope to gain in India, is but a palliative fequired
with continual sacrifices and unmanly attentions. I
want a multitude of aids to cure me thoroughly, all
which may be included in two comprehensive but com-
fortable terms, a hard frost and my own fireside.

I cannot ascertain the time that I may remain here ;
the business of this place need not detain me ten days.
But I must wait a little longer to watch the course ob
the business which I have lately quitted ; and I must
allow a longer time to dispose of the illustrious youth ,
who has in so extraordinary a manner thrown his for-
tunes into my hands. I cannot abandon a person of
such eminence who, on the gredit of my will and ability
to serve him, has voluntarily encountered so many
difficulties to get to me; and I feel for the honour of
my nation, which is concerned in it: but my hands
are tied, and I can only work with poor expedients and
borrowed aids. But my fortune is in its flood, and as
the current of popular opinion floats with ify these to-
gether may bring about my decent acquittal of this
charge more effectually than anything that I can do
to accomplish it. Unfortunately his character gains,
instead of losing, by acquaintance. His faults are
trivial, and all grow out of his good qualities, and the
best of these is his temper, which is incomparably
cheerful and accommodating to every situation that he
is placed in. Was he mean, or arrogant, or petulant,
or unfeeling, or afool, or vicious, I could easily let him
shift for himself. As he is the reverse of all this, I
must either contrive to restore him, ¢ with credit and
safety,” (these are the terms of the Board’s instruc-
tions,) to his father, or leave him here, or be loaded

-
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with him to Calcutta. The firstis scarcely to be ef-
feeted but by means which I may not use, and the
last I cannot allow even in supposition; and I have
many great objections to his remaining at Benares,
which I regard as the place of my own peculiar patron-
age, aftd I am afraid that his presence and influence
(for he has sad people about him) will hurt the police
of the city, which has gained me great and extended
reputation. God knows how it will terminate. The
expectation is not a great encroachment on my time,
forI am not very anxious to change the dry and open
plain of *Sukrowl for the deadly steams of Calcutta at
¢his season of the year ; nor, was I in Calcutta at this
time, should I be of much service. Yet it is probable
. that I shall think of moving about the middle of Oec-
tober. I think to make another short visit to Chunar,
partly to gratify the hospitable inclination of the good
old colonel, and partly my owyn curiosity, as I was unable
to go abroad while I was last there, on account of the
excessive heat of the weather. We have had a late
repetition- of heavy rain, and hope we shall have no
more disagreeable heat.

Sir Thomas Mills, whom I left sick at the time of
the crashqof my budgerow, has been since in great
danger. Hesis now on the recovery, and mends fast ;
but it will be long before his constitution can have got
the better of the shock which it has received.

The above has been written with a view to its being
copied by another hand, as I mean to send the whole
letter in duplicate, not for the value of what precedes
this, for if you can interest yourself in the detail of the
little events and casualties of my life, there is no one
else to whom they would not be disgusting. I now
proceed to the purport for which the -letter was in-
tended, and for which, as it is of consequence that you
should be fully apprized of my intentions upon the
subject of it, I shall make a duplicate of it. [
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On the 8th instant I received the packet of the
Surprise, with letters dated down to the 24th of Apxil.
By these I received the first knowledge of the dissolu-
tion of Parliament, and the confirmation of the power
of the administration which then existed. Some inti-
- mation was also imperfectly given me of an ifftention
to begin the new sessions with a Bill for the regulation
of the superior government of India, with assurances
that my credit stood very high both with the Company,
the Ministers, and the public. and that new and dis-
tinct powers were to be added to my office. Scottsin
all his letters, mixes, with a natural apprehensi8n for my
health, and a feeling for what 1 must suffer in a proe
tracted separation from yow, both his own wishes, and
those which he assures me are the wishes of the public,
for my continuance another year in India. He will
doubtless have told you what he has written, and
you will also know the more recent expectations of
others upon this point, and these may deceive you
with wrong conclusions respecting my own resolution
upon them. Hitherto nothing has passed which cither
has, or ought to have made any change in my original
plan. On the contrary, I am more confirmed in my
determination of leaving India in January next, by
every argument which has been urged against it.
Major Scott tells me that people are greatly alarmed
at the cxpectation of my going away, and that some
person of high authority said to him, « Good God,
what shall we do if Hastings should throw up the go-
vernment!” I am provoked at such exclamations, and
almost displeased with Scott for being the dupe of
them. If it is expected that I should remain, why am
I not told so by authority, and trusted with the powers
necessary to my station, and the expectations which
they build upon me, that I may remain for some useful
purpose? To me it is apparent, from every observation
that I have made, that it is not the wish either of the
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present or any other administration that 1 should re-
main but as a cypher to keep the office open for the
gift of ‘their own patronage. I am not pleased to be
made so pitiful an instrument, and had I no other
reason, this alone should determine me to disappoint
those who treat me so unworthily. That I may not
appear too hasty in forming this conclusion, I will tell
youwhy I do%. When Mr. Fox introduced his Bill,
he began with declaring, for the satisfaction of my
friends, that no injury was-intended against me ; yet
hedmmediately went on to a string of invective and
abuse of*my conduct as the only groundwork on which
§e could support his own question, or prove the ne-
cessity of wresting the authority from the Company,
, Which he attempted to show was insufficient to control
" that which had been delegated to me. Mr. Pitt with
great ability defended the rights of the Company, but
weakened his own argument, by maintaining a pro-
found silence with regard to every argument of his
adversary which bore any relation to me. Had he
replied to those, he must have said something in my
vindication, and unless that vindication had been as
strong as the charges which had been urged against
me, his cayse would have suffered in the debate. But
if he had takan this line, he would have put it out of his
own power at a future time to remove me, for with what
grace could he attempt such an act against one to
whose merits he had himself borne such ample testi-
mony ? His private declarations made to Major Scott
in his closet are mere words, which cannot be quoted
as binding on his future decisions, and may be for-
gotten, or explained to any arbitrary meaning, and
were perhaps only intended as compliments of encou-
ragement from Mr. Pitt, who wanted materials, to
Major Scott, who could best furnish them, for the
support of a great and critical question. He is now at
liberty to act by me as he pleases, to reappoint me with
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proper powers to my office, or to extend his own inte-
rests by conferring it on another better able to repay
the obligation. It was well known, when the Surprise
was yet in England, that I had fixed the period for my
departure, and that period must have been as well
known. If it was expected that I should d&fer it I
ought to have been apprized of it by the only packet
that could apprize me of it in time. I%hall not pro-
bably receive any subsequent despatches of a much later
date before the month of November, and by that time
I shall have made all my preparations, at least all that
require expense, for my return. I have alredy spent
a little fortune in changing my first purpose of returne
ing to England when you did, for one charge would
have sufficed for both, both for the voyage,”and for our,
future household. I cannot afford to lay out another
sum and allow the purpose of it to be defeated. Per-
haps it jwas intended to yait till something more de-
cisive should have passed in Parliament. That cannot
have happened, for it is not possible, before the month
of July, or at the soonest very late in June, and at
that season of the year, allowance being also made for
the time requisite to prepare the consequent despatches,
no advices could be sent to Bengal which ¢puld arrive
there before next February. And who will say that 1
ought to wait their arrival, in the uncertain apd surely
unreasonable expectation of their containing the mo-
tives for my longer stay? Or on what pretext can I
wait? I have declared my peremptory resolution to
depart, and have called upon the Court of Directors to
obtain the nomination of my successor. The execu-
tion of this declaration was indeed announced for the
last year, but protracted on account of the distracted
state of the province of Oude, and my sense of the obli-
gation which it imposed upon me to continue for the
means of retrieving it. 1 am now pledged, or com-
mitted, to use a more fashionable word, to give up my
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place; andif I do not, I must assign some reason for
not, doing it. I must either change my purpose, in
obedience to authority, or assume an air of contemp-
tible self-importance, and say on my own authority
that my services cannot be spared.

Jf I was to be asked in what manner I could be au-
thorized to remain, I would answer thus:—

"Lhe Court of Directors are authorized to send out
what orders they please to the Governor-general and
Council, which the Governor-general and Council are
boynd to obey. They may order the Council to yield
me the lead, with the responsibility, in all points in

hich I shall think it of importance sufficient to assume
both, and they shall differ fom me. Let the Directors
issue such an order, and require me, in virtue of it, to
*remain ; let their superiors, if such be their wish, inti-
mate it to the Directors; and let it be personally sig-
nilied to each of my colleagues that such a conduct is
expected from them, with a $imilar intimation to my-
self. I am far from presuming to expect such a defer-
ence to be paid to me. I only show the mode which
might be adopted by those who think, or affect to think,
more highly of me than T myself do. And with such
a mode of apphcanon I should deem myself bound,
against eveéry, consideration of domestic comfort, of
life, and of fortune, though I were now to sacrifice
them for ‘ever, to remain. The mode is obvious. If
it is practised, I must and will remain; if not, I will not,
though all my friends should unite in soliciting it,
unless you too joined them, which I hope and believe
is impossible. Something like what I have written
above, but not so full and explanatory, I have written
in my former letters, if in more than one. You will
now know by this with certainty whether you are, or
are not to expect me, by the knowledge which you will
possess of the orders which have been written to Bengal
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within the period necessary for my being in India to
receive them. .
For my determination, and the grounds of it, gs 1
have stated both, I shall refer Major Scott to you, be-
cause I think it a subject in which you are most con-
cerned ;- and because 1 wish to accustom yeu to.a
familiar acquaintance with such as have a near relation
tomy reputation, even though they were not, as this is,
connected with our common happiness. I could assign
other motives of equal weight in the scale of common
sense for my adhering to my present purpose, such as
my declining health, the loss of domestic heppiness,
the probability of rendering this everlasting by g
longer residence in a climaje become so noxious to me,
my inability to conduct the necessary measures of this
Government, with associates who are bound in an op-*
position to me, and will not act on their own authority ;
the certainty of incurring censure for the effects of such
an opposition, both for what is, and what is not done,
for who will distinguish ? and the hazard of some fatal
disaster, perhaps of utter ruin, in consequence of the
same want of union, which is a want of government.
Add, that my income is not equal to all my present
expenses ; that I shall have hardly a competency, let
me arrive in England at whatever time;,and that, as I
must go at some time, or yield to the course of nature,
I cannot go at a time of more quiet or public ease than
the present ; that it seems now necessary to compel my
superiors to put an end to a state of suspension which
has now lasted thirteen years, if anything will; and
that it is yet possible for me to arrive in time to yield
my assistance, if I may be thought of consequence
enough to be consulted, in framing some plan for the
government of our possessions in India, which may
render them more profitable and lasting; or in pre-
venting some plan that may accelerate their ruin. It
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is hard to see the good that I could do, and am not
permitted to do it; and harder to be made accountable
for’the acts of others, and to be regarded as the only
mahager of affairs, when I have no more than a single
vote with others who are determined to say no to all
that I propose. .

* 8o much for my public concerns. Read as much of
this to Major §eott as you think necessary for his know-
ledge, and store it all in remembrance for your own.
What a letter have I written; and who that read it
without the direction would suspect it to be written by
a fond hysband to his beloved wife? Perhaps my other
letters, if intercepted, would appear to bear too much
8f the real character of their writer, and atone more
than they ought for the contrary deficiency of this.

+But the subject and occasion required it. The first

part was intended for a duplicate by another hand, and-

all that follows to this page for communication. I
have now carried forward the history of my life from
the 10th of January to this time, comprising the fol-
lowing parts or divisions : Ist, My residencein Caleutta
to the 17th of February; 2d, My journey to Lucknow,
ending the 27th of March; 3d, My residence at Luck-
now, a long chapter, closed the 27th of August; 4th,
Journey to®Benares, 12th of September ; Lastly remain
to dollow; 5th, My residence at Benares; 6th, My
return torCalcutta; 7th, Preparations for my voyage ;
and 8th, The voyage. 'What variations, fortune, or the
will of God may have yet in store, I dare not attempt
to conjecture. I fear a multitude of unseen obstrue-
tions, for the great and interesting events of my life
have hitherto been ever regulated by an influence
overruling and defeating my determinations, making
these the instruments of its own decrees. But, ex-
cepting my separation from you, I have no great cause
to murmur; but the contrary. In one instance of dis-
appointment, which 1 thought at the time a cruel one,
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I now believe that I was most fortunate. You'will
probably recollect to what I allude. T will flatter my-
self that the worst is past, and the best yet to come®at
the period to which my hopes originally fixed it.* I
have yet no news of the Royal Charlotte, the ship ex-
pected from St. Helena.

1st of October.—I am indeed a fortunate man, and
®am tempted to adopt the term even to superstltlon 5
and no wonder, for the belief has seized others long
since, and universally. 'The last sentence of the pre-
ceding paragraph was the beginning effort of a con-
tinuation of my letter, and would probably have béen
followed by some very foolish reflections, which were
prevented by some abrupt, I know not what interrup®
tion. Last night, at about nine o’clock, Major Sands
brought me the news of Phipps’s arrival at Calcutta,
and may God bless them both for it! a short but
blessed letter from you, dated the 15th- of May, the
day of your departure from St. Helena, and written on
board the Atlas. It tells me only that you were safe
on board and well, but it tells enough, and it is written
in the language of cheerfulness and of affection. I
have also letters from Mr. Cornéille, Markham, and
Phipps himself, which all assure me that you had re-
ceived benefit from the voyage, and looked better,
Markham says, than he had ever seen yoti. 1am satis-
fied ; I have nofears for what was to follow. My dread
proceeded from the reiterated affliction which you had
suffered from the first ceremonious parting with your
friends in Calcutta, and with Calcutta, to the departure
of the pilot, and from the violence of the sea-sickness,
with poor Cleveland’s death in addition, acting on a
frame too delicate for such accumulated agitations.
All my past doubts, and the fixed gloom which has
so long overspread my imagination, are dissipated,
like the darkness before the equinoctial sun rising on
the plains of Suckrowl—(do, my Marian, allow me to
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talk nonsense,) and have given place to the confident
hope that every dreaded obstruction will follow them,
and that I am once more destined to happiness. I am
already happy; for as God is my witness that I prefer
your happiness to my own, I feel the measure of my
presentsjoy full, with the information which I have re-
cently received. Captain Phipps writes that he had
your orders tosdeliver your packet to me with his own
hand, and he is coming with it. I have written to ac-
celerate his coming by relays of bearcrs from two or
thrge stages beyond Patna; but as theroads have been
unusually overflowed by the rains and the swelling of
{he river, he may not be herc this week yet. But I .
have food enough for my heart to feast on for more
than a weck to come. Now gravely attend to what

*follows, and judge whether 1 have not reason to be
supelstmous The despatches which Phipps is bring-
ing were closed and dehvered on the 15th of May, and
were the first which you have written. My first letters
which were written for conveyance by land, and pro-
bably the first that you will have received written after
my departure from Calcutta, were also despatched on
the 15th of May. The same coincidence of dates has
likewise appeared in that of your arrival at St. fIclena,
and the depargure of the Surprise from England, both
on‘the 28th of April. I shall compare your journal
with my own for more similarities.

At what a time will you have arrived in England!
If nothing has happened between the Suarprise’s de-
parture and your landing, to change the public opinion
of your husband, (and I think it not likely that it
should have been changed,) you will find his name
standing in high and universal credit, and what a wel-
come will it be to you! I have now but one wish re-
maining—(yes, one more,) viz., to be able to leave the
stage of active life while my fortune is in the zenith of

VOL. 1I1. P
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its prosperity, and while I have a constitution ye.t re-
pairable. .

I must repress myself, for if I write all that the ful-
ness of my heart is ready to dictate, I shall never come
to an end, and I have this to copy. How it is to go, I
know not. I shall trust one to Mr. Boddam, and the
other to Mr. Hay jn Calcutta, to be despatched as each
shall find means. Adieu, my beloveds my most,de-
serving and lovely Marian. May the God whese good-
ness I have so wonderfully experienced, bless you with
health, safety, and comfort, and me with the reposges-
sion of my sweet Marian! Amen! Amen! Amen! I
never loved you so much as I do at this instant, and as
I have loved you since the delightful news of last night.

P.S.—Remember me affectionately to Mrs. Motte.

8th of October.—Phipps arrived yesterday morning*
before seven, and delivered me your letter. T am the
happiest man living ; but it is not in a P. $. that I can
answer it, or say—no, norcan a folio volume describe—
what my feelings have been, and are from the perusal
of it. Let meonly assure you that I will comply most
sacredly with your injunctions. I Jeave you to recollect
them. One you cannot have forgotten. May the God
of goodness guard and bless you. How wonderful has
been his goodness to both, and I will tyust in its con-
tinuance. I will not believe that I have been raised in
my hopes above the heights of mortality, to be dashed
to the earth with a severer fall. Your permission, my
Marian, was unnecessary. All mankind knew it as
soon as I did, and some before, and in truth I think
all the world is mad with joy for it. But I forgot my-
self. I shall hasten to Calentta, and, if possible, leave
it again before the end of this year. Adieu, my most
beloved ! Adieu! .

11th of October.—The shawl commission which you
gave to Johnson is executed. I have not seen the
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shawls ; but Cashmeereemall has brought me others of
his own taste, which are beautiful beyond imagination;
and T have countermanded the shawl handkerchiefs
ordered in your letter. Why should I provide paltry
things for you, when I carry with me inimitables ?

.
¢ To the same.

Calcutta, 14th November, 1784,

'Y L]

- My dearest Marian,—1I despatched my last number
on the 20th October from Benares to Mr. Boddam to
be forwarded by land with public advices of the death
of Mr. Wheler. This event determined me to quicken
my return to Caleatta. Having accordingly crowded
fhto two days the business which I had before allotted
to ten, I took my leave of the Prince on the 21st, and

*began my departure the next morning at four o’clock ;
and thus ended the « Chapter of Benares.” The
Prince had before fixed on the 29th for beginning his
march to Furrukhabad, ther® to treat for his return on
terms of honour and safety to his father’s court. I have
given him the attendance of my own body-guard, and
provided for the additional retinue of five battalions of
the Nabob Vizier’s sepoys besides employing what

- personal influence T possessed to promote his success.
My feelchefra carried me that night to Buxar, where I
slept, and p1oceeded (to the great regret of Mr. Eaton)

" the next tnorning, the 23d. At ewht that evening I
arrived at Patna, halted one day, and returned to my
boat after supper. At half-past ten the following night
I reached Baugulpoor, where I found Mr. and Mus.
Chapman, with a host of friends ; your good friend, Mrs.
Powney, among the foremost, standing on the ghaut,
and almost in the water, to receivé me. "I must not
omit Miss Touchet. Here I waited two days for Dr,
Balfour, who had insisted on accompanynw me to Cal-
cutta, and had plomlsed to join me at Patna, but

P2
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missed me. On the 27th, after supper, I took my
leave of my two excellent friends, and departed. (Mrs.
Chapman is, in your sense of the word, very happy.)
At twelve we passed the dreadful rocks of Cohlgong,
and as the moon was full, and shone very bright, I or-
dered the manjee to steer between them and the shorg,
expecting to find some remains of the memorable
vortex of 1782 ; but my virtue was not worth the trjal :
my curiosity only was gratified by a clear display of
the cause of the eddy, which was a nulla tumbling
down in the month of August with a flood from the
hills, and meeting the stream of the river gendered
more rapid by the obstruction of the rocks. The nuila
was now dry, and only showed a hollow, like a notch,
in the bank. But I must abridge my journey. I ar-
rived at Rangametty on the 29th, at sunrise, stayed®
there a day and a half with Sir John and Lady I’Oyley,
and by making a small journgy from Dowdpoor to
near Nuddea by land, go? to Sooksaugur at noon on
the 3lst. The Begum sent me more than one message
expressive of her disappointment at my passing the
city, as she had prepared an elegant display of your
couches and chairs for my entertainment. These are
since arrived, with a letter for you, recommended most .
earnestly to my care. There are two codches, eight
chairs, and two footstools, all of the former pattefns,
except two of the chairs, which ‘are of buffalo horn,
most delicately formed, and more to my taste than the
others; not designed for fat folks, nor romps; nor
proper for you, my elegant Marian, to use in the
presence of your husband. I had originally deter-
mined to -make Sooksaugur the termination of my
journey, and Mr. Stables’s absence, whom I had left
at Rangametty,—not so rapid a traveller as Mr. and
Mrs. Hastings, rendered my speedier return to Cal-
cutta every way unnecessary. Here I reccived letters
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from Major Scott, dated the 15th May, followed by an
overland packet, without a letter. from him; it was not
his fault; but with one from the Court of Directors,
dated the 15th June, as unpleasing as any that I ever
regeivedsfrom that body in the time of General Cla-
vering. Scott will tell you its purport, and my con-
duef, regarding it. I can learn nothing of my own .
destiny by this packet, and indeed I suspect that it
was hurried away without notice, lest I should. The
only circumstance which it contains to please me is
that the wews of your arrival at St. Helena had already
rgached England. I hope it will contribute to make .
them more decided before the next despatch. I am
literally sick of suspense; yet I will wait for one more
backet to take my final resolution. In the mean-
time I have engaged a passage in the Barrington,
and as the Board (that is Mr. chphelson ) had before
destined her despatch to tak® place on the 20th of
this month, I have desired them to revoke the order,
which they have agreed to, and she is to wait for me.
Thus far I have proceeded with great deliberation.
My most zealous friends are very desirous of my re-
maining till I am relieved by an appointed successor;

but their redsops are such as I can never adopt, nor
allo¥v ; nor will T on any consideration stay till my sue-
cessor arrives, if 1 can get away, though it be but a
day, before his arrival. 1T still abide by the resolution
which T communicated to you in my letter of the 24th
of September, that is to say, “ If T am required by
authority to stay, and have the powers given me which
ought to belong to my office, and proper objects are
assigned for my stay, I will stay, however repugnant it
may be to my own feclings, or hazardous to my health
but I will not stay with my present colleagues to
thwart me, and impede all my endeavours; nor will I
stay, merely to fill up the gap of my office until it
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may suit the convenience, caprice, or worse motivg, of
my superiors to fill it.” As yet I am at liberty to
make my option; but I think that I cannot remain so
longer than till the arrival of the next despatch from
England, which I suppose must be here in® another
month. I am not sure that I ought to wait longer for
* it, but form my conclusions and my determination on
the delay itself. My health I shall make no considera-
tion, nor will I form my determination on any injuries
done me by the Directors, my new friends. At the
same time I must tell you that I fear thmt I have
gained no more than a suspension from sickness, hyt
have added nothing to the strength of my constitution
by my late absence from Calcutta. I have been ailin
ever since my return. Every night I have a regular
return of feverish symptoms, for I cannot call them a
fever; and the swelling in my ancles, which I thought
had totally left me, has again returned. Inshort,Iam
little better, but surely something better, than I was this
time last year. I am resolved, however, that I will not
be sick ; nor, if I shall be compelled to sacrifice another
year of my life to the service, will I stay beyond June
in Caleutta, while there are such climates as Baugul-
poor and Benares to repair to. I intend to get, thc
Barrington’s saltpetre given to her immediately, and
shall propose to load her, with the declaration of my
resolution to depart. I do not apprehend that either
of my colleagues will attempt to stop me. I wait with
inconceivable anxiety for the news of your arrival, and
with terror for the event which must have passed long
before this. May God preserve you, whatever may be
my lot; and yet, if possible, reunite us! Adieu, my
beloved'

‘We have yet met but three in Council, but h1therto
have sat in good humour. Macpherson is sick ; and so
am I; yet T am sure that it is wholly constitutional. I
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have laboured hard, and my mind harder: my spirits
sink with the state of suspense and doubt which I re-
m&in in. O, that I could reveal to you all that it is
filled with. Gloomy as my thoughts are, you would be
pleased with the review of them Again, may God
Bless you, my beloved! I dare not add more, though
my heart swe‘lls with the addition.

To the same.
. Calcutta, 26th December, 1784.

My beloved Marian,—I have received your letter of

* the 3d of August, informing me of your safe arrival in
England I received it on my return from the play.
®1 could not go to bed, but sat reading it till past two,
and afterwards lay long after counting threc without
being able to close my eyes. ,Whether I was happy,
or unhappy in reading it, I cannot tell you. I fear, my
disappointment on one subject equalled my joy for
your safety, the close of yomr perils, and the promise
that you would soon be as well as you ever had been
at any period of your life. I have since thought only
on the good; and I thank God for it. The attentions
shown to you on ybur arrival, though what I expected,
make no small part of my rejoicing. Something might
at the first have been yielded to you on my account;
more, surely, to your character which had preceded
you, ard your character is marked with virtues, all
original, and such as would naturally excite curiosity
and respect; but I am certain that they who were
your first visitors would have wished to repeat their

" visits early and stimulate othels with the same desne
to see you. '

I read much in your letter to admire, to be de-
lighted with ; but nothing that I can reply to. I am
*pleased that my sister received you at Portsmouth, and
that you like her. I am pleased, too, that you are
Pleased with Mrs. Cailland.
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You say, < you fear they will keep me another year
from you.” No, my Marian; they shall not; nor db I
apprehend it to be the wish of those who have it®in
their power to detain me. Upon this subject I have
written fully to Scott, who will show you what I have
written. The sum of it is, that as I have received the
most incontestable proofs of the minister’s 1ndlsposmon
to me, if I receive no other advices, or no letter flom
England by the 31st of January, I will wait no longer,
but instantly embark. Still one chance may detam
me, which will be the refusal of my present colleagues
to give me the assurance, which I promised the Nabob
Vizier that I would demand, of their punctual ad®
herence to my engagements with him. I have no
doubt that they will promise it in the manner that I
shall prescribe; and it will not be safe for them to
break it. As to the Fox, I do not expect to see her
here, though I should wait for her till the end of
February.

I have written so much by the Surprise, that I have
nothing left but repetition. She sailed from Culpee
the 14th, and carried four letters from me. One, No.
26, a duplicate ; the original gone to Bussora. No.27
contained a copy of my letter to the Court ofeDirectors,
dated 22d of November ; a translation of*your firmaun,
and a list of shawls given in charge to Captain Price.
No. 28 contained a letter from Munny Begum, a letter
written to you by the Prince, and translations of both.
Both letters, indeed all three, are intolerably long.
The captain had also charge of two shawls in one
package, and your firmaun. The first was a present
from the Prince; but of no other value.

1 shall enclose in this nothing but a correct copy of
the Prince’s narrative. If it is good for nothing else,
it is at least a beautiful specimen of good penman-
ship.
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But what have I to do with letters or enclosures?
Ifq am in luck, I shall be with you as soon as this;
fo? since I wrote the precedmg, I have received and
studied Mr. Pitt’s bill, and receive it as so \meqmvocal
a demonstratlon that my resignation of the service is
e'xpected and desired, that I shall lose no time in pre-
paring for the voyage. It is now determined, not ab-
soltitely, becalse I must first exact from Mr. Macpher-
son his engagement to abide by my settlement with
the Nabob Vizier, and I have no doubt of his
acquiescence. This point settled, it is determined
absolutely, absolutely. I will wait for no advices.
&hey have given me my freedom, and opened the road
to my happiness. Yet, my Marian, forgive me. I do
not feel the joy which I* ought. I am too much
attached to my public character and its relations, and
dread the ruin which I see impending over them. But
I have acquitted myself of gll my obligations, and am
not accountable for the crimes or errors of others, I
have given Sands and Francis their charge for pre-
paring everything for the embarkation, and am going
as soon as this iseclosed to whisper Mr. Barton to
hasten the lading of the Barrington. May Heaven
prosper my design, bless my Marian, and speedily re-
unite us with every necessary means of happiness in
our possgssion! 1f I have enough for a decent sub-
sistence, I want no pensions, and despise titles. At
this instant I have but one wish, and a little one an-
nexed to it; and, O God, grant them! Amen.

To the same,
Calcutta, 10th January, 1783.
My dearest Marian,—1 believe I said in my last that
I should sail early in this month. I did write so to
Major Scott; but it was from a recent impression,
which a slight consideration effaced, and left in its
place the resolution which T had before formed of
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waiting till the 31st; and on the 31lst I intend to take
my leave, if no great event intervenes, and I can férm
no conjecture of any that can detain me longer. It'is,
indeed, very much my desire to be gone before any
advices can arrive from England for a reason which I
cannot trust to writing, but which you, my Mariat,
will applaud, and the public ought to a}')plaud if they
knew it. *

I have declared my intention to Mr. Macpherson and
to Mr. Stables. Both have assured me that they will
not break my engagements with the Nabob of Oule ;
and Mr. Macpherson has promised me in the most
pointed manner that he will in everything make m®
example the rule of his conduct.

We shall touch no wheré in the voyage, and Cap-.
tain Johnson hopes to complete it in four months. It
is therefore probable that I shall be with you before
you receive this letter.o Why, therefore, should 1°
lengthen it?

I have not been well since my return to Calcutta;
but I do not charge my complaints entirely to my con-
stitution, nor entirely to the climate, nor to both; for
my mind has been kept in continaal fatigue, and will
have little repose till I am out of pilot’s wader.

May God preserve you in health, and® promote and
prosper our meeting ! .

Till then, adieu, my beloved! Look at the date of
this. How different are my present prospects from
those which I had at this time the last year.

This day I shall keep sacred. I shall give much of
it to business, but no part of it to society. Remember
me affectionately to Mrs. Motte.

To the same.
Calcutta, 31st January, rrest
My dearest Marian,—To-morrow morning I take my
leave of Caleutta. The captain is gone, and will be
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ready to weigh as soon as he sces my flag. The
Hussar, a Danish ship, is also on the point of sailing,
with Mr. and Mrs. Halhed, passengers. As she has
the reputation of greater speed even than the Barring-
ton, gnd Captain Johnstone himself (our captain)
+thinks that she may get home before us, I therefore
write this ip prevention of such an event, lest you
should be alarmed by it, to inform you of the proba-
bility that it may happen, that I am on the way, and
t}lat I am well, in defiance of all my cares, anxieties,
and trgubles. More I need not say, as I cannot easily
support the thought of its being of use to say even so
"much as I have said.
May God prosper me in my voyage, and preserve
you, my sweet Marian, in health and safety.




220 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

, CHAPTER VIII.

Mr. Hastings’s position at Home and Abroad-—Departure from India—
Return to England—Reception—Re-union with Mrs.Hastings——Co;re-
spondence with the Court of Directors.

Berore I turn my page in the history of the great
man of whose long and chequered career,I have
undertaken to be the chronicler, it will be neces-,
sary to advert to certain circumstances, which,
though vaguely hinted at in some of the letters
introdueed into the previous chapter, have not yet
received, either there or elsewhere, the full mea-
sure of notice which thefy deserve. Enough has,
indeed, been said to show, that of his high, and
responsible, and thankless situation, Mr, Hastings
had for some time become weary. Thwarted in
all his favourite measures, or else compelled to
carry them out by a species of moral violences
checked and reproved by his superiors at home in
cases where he had a right to anticipate praise;
made the subject of frequent and bitter and acri-
monious debate in the House of Commons, and of
censure in the King’s Cabinet; no motive of
inferior weight to that which swayed him, namely,
an earnest desire to serve his country in spite of her-
self, could have detained him one moment, after the
departure of Murs. Hastings for Europe, upon the
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stage of public life. Yet such was the strength
of .his feeling on this head, and so clear and well
artanged were his ideas regarding it, that to the
last he seems to have deluded himself into a per-
spasion that all would come right in the end.
From the change in the King’s Councils, which
bréught Mr. Pitt and his friends into office, Mr,
Hastings anticipated much. e was aware, no
dopbt, that they, not less than their predecessors,
were, ir some sort, pledged to effect great and im-
gportant changes in the constitution of the Company’s
governments. But he believed that these changes
would neither affect the existence of the Com-
pany’s rights, considered as a chartered body, nor
fail to strengthen the bands of the local authorities
where they most required it. Moreover, Mr.
Hastings, having repeatedly communicated with the
different Cabinets,and stated his own views clearly
and explicitly on the subject, was encouraged to
expect not only that they would serve as a ground-
work for the ministerial device, but that to him,
as the real author of the improved system, the care
of bringing it first into play would be entrusted.
Accordingly he lingered on, after all the ties of
his home were severed, and he had formally com-
municated to the Court of Directors his desire
that a successor might be appointed, for the single
purpose, as his correspondence shows, of ascer-
taining how far in the Bill which Mr. Pitt was
understood to have proposed, justice would be done,
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not to his views alone, but to his public and private
character as a statesman. It is not worth while, to
insert any of his letters, written at this time, whioh,
whether official or otherwise, breathe the same spirit
throughout, namely, a self-devotion, a zeal for the
public service, and a total forgetfulness of personal
interests and feelings to which I hive nowhere
found a parallel. For the only one among them all
which might have thrown some new light on the
history of the writer’s character, namely, shat ad-
dressed to Mr. Pitt, I have not been able to discovers
though I have searched for it in every quarter
where there appeared the smallest chance of success,
and find constant allusions to it in other portions of
the correspondence which he kept up all this Whlle
with his friends and supporters.

Mr. Hastings’s opinion of the talents and dis-
position of Mr. Pitt appear to have been at one
time very high. I wish,” he says in a commu-
nication to Major Secott, in which the fact of his
having written to the new prime minister is notlced
“ that he would take the trouble to read my other
letters concerning the prince, which you will have
in succession in the present despatches. Do you
present my letter to him. I do not choose to give
you a copy of it, out of respect to the person to
whom I have addressed it. Indeed, I have not
time, if I thought it right, as it was with difif-
culty, with the aid of two hands, that T could get
it written fair in time. It contains much informa-
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tion little known, and though laboured to be con-
cise, it fills six sheets, Would to God that I was
‘in “England. T could give to such a man my
labour with pleasure, without office or reward, or
desire of either.” The letter from which this
extract is taken bears date 11th December, 1784,
It Was written ere any information respecting either
the India Bill or Mr. Pitt’s method of introducing
it jnto the House of Commons had reached him,
and is therefore filled with proud and happy anti-
dipations of the benefits about to be secured by it to
the Company, to the people of India, and to himself.
*But the passage of a few days sufliced to dispel the
illusion. 'T'he following tells its own tale in lan-
guage which I could not smprove, and I therefore
insert it at length.

« To Major Scort.
Calcutta, 26th December, 1784.

My dear*®Scott,~—On the 20th I had the inexpressible
happiness to receive your land packets of the 3rd of
August, Wwith onefrom Mrs. Hastings, containing the first
intelligence of her safe arrival in England. Yours were
dated the 11th June and 2nd and 3rd of August. Isus-
pect that the original of the first, for this was a copy, was
intended for the Directors’ packet of the 19th June. All
my feelings on the pernsal of these despatcheswere en-
grossed by a private subject; I could, therefore, well
bear my disappointmentin the public advices. Iregret
tHat you could not send me a copy, or an abstract at
least, of Mr. Pitt’s bill. I received an abstract from
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Mr. Boddam ; but it was very imperfect, and in some
parts erroneous. I have, however, studied and gor-
rected it by the newspapers and printed debates, gnd
have conceived a full idea of its tenor, scope, and sub-
stance. It has destroyed all my hopes, both here and
at home ; for, let its defects be what they may, I cog-
clude that that is for some years at least irrevocable
and irreparable. There is one which I suspect nobpdy
foresaw in it: that it will throw all the wealth of the
Company’s servants into the hands of the foreign
traders, and drive many, by the dread of a tribuyal,
which is already regarded with all the horrors of an
inquisition, into other countries. .

My situation is become worse than it was, and I fear
I must form my final resolution upon this unofficial
report of it, as I cannot expect the Fox to arrive before®
the month of March, to which period I cannot wait
with the moral certainty that her despatches, come
when they will, will contdtn the prescribed grounds of
my recall.

Mr. Pitt’s introductory speech is a very unpleasant
indication of his disposition towar ds me, and is in effect
morc inimical to me, as, undexr the’cover of moderation
and candour, it admits all the slanders which Mr. Fox
and Mr. Burke rendered ineffectual by tRe personal
rancour which they manifested in their first promulga-
tion of them. It contains the same indiscriminate

-abuse of the Company’s servants, and this is expressed
in the same ftrite epithets, on which he dwells with a
most disgusting emphasis and reiteration. Nor will it
avail me that my name is not mentioned, nor any
allusion made to my conduct, since the criminations
must have been heard and read in connexion with
slanders, which were recent in every man’s remembrance.
Take the following examples from the printed debates
which you have given me :— ’
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Page 135.—< It must on all hands be admitted,
that there doth exist a great and urgent necessity for
thesinterference of the Legislature with regard to the
East India Comp’my and the future gov ernment of our
possessions in India.”

Page 140.—« The first and principal object will be
to take care to prevent the Government (¢. e. Bengal)
froms being ambitious and bent on conquest. Propen-
sities of that mature have already involved India in
great expenses, and cost much bloodshed. Ambition
ands trouble are companions but too often; and they
have profed particularly hurtful to our interests.in
Igdia, &c. &e.”’—What follows is worse in its principle
than in its implication of my character.

Page 148.—«The retrenchment .of our establish-
ments in that country.—At present it is a well-known
fact that all our cstablishments there are very con-
siderably overcharged; at any rate, therefore, there
must be no augmentation suffered, &e.” <« It will be
necessary by proper provisos to compel the execution
of these points, and the .better to guard against the
continuance of that gapacity, plunder, and extortion, -
which is shocking to the feelings of humanity and dis-
graccful to the national character, &c. &e.”

Page 149.—With regard to disobedience :—¢ Such
persons shall be considered as guilty of offences punish-
able in the degrees stated in the bill, which shall con-
tain a special exception of those guilty of disobedience
of orders, and other crimes, which, from the counse-
quences being of a most fatal tendency, must be
punished with great severity.”

Page 150.— Either a new process must be insti-
tuted, or offences equally shocking to humanity, oppo-
site to justice, and contrary to every principle of re-
ligion and humanity, will prevail unchecked, uncon-
trolled, and unrestrained.”

VOL. 111, Q-
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Page 152.—« And as a further means of rendering
such a tribunal awful, and its plans of preventing the
perpetration of crimes shocking to humanity from eon-
tinuance effectual, it should be armed with the power
of examining the parties charged as delinquents by in-
terrogatories as to the value of their effects, &c. &c#’

Why, Scott! what devil has Mr. Pitt dressed for his
exemplar, and clothed with such damnfble attributes
of ambition, spirit of conquest, thirst of blood, propen-
sity to expense and troubles, extravagance and impro-
vidence in creating overcharged establishments, diso-
bedience of orders, rapacity, plunder, extortien!!! It
is a pity that the thirst of blood was out of its plaee.
Had it closed the list, it would have made a complete
climax, gradually heating the imagination to a degreg
of abhorrence due to the utmost perfection of human
guilt. But lest this effect should be lost, Mr. Pitt
winds up his description jn a general display by which
the great prototype of the mighty master’s mind shines
forth in the full blaze of complicated horror; armed
with crimes shocking to the feelings of humanity, dis-
graceful to the national character, fatal in their ten-
dency, opposite to justice, and contrary to every prin-
ciple of religion and morality!!! And am I this
character ?  Assuredly not: but most assuredly wgs it
the declaimer’s intention to fix it upon me ; for much
of this, and the whole in substance, but with less ag-
gravation, had been before given to me by my avowed
enemies, and no part of it to any individual but myself.
I am therefore the sole proprietor of the whole aggre-
gate allowance.

Perhaps, if 1 were to reproach him with the gross
injury which he has done me, he would deny the inten-
tion. But why should he? He is above my reaeh ;
and a mind capable of using such insidious means to
taint an innocent character with such a mass of infamy
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owre virtue, and lay claim to the public applause for
such a manifestation of it. But it may be said, that
the crimes which Mr. Pitt has enumerated were de-
signed (:nly for argument, theoretically proving by a
necessary deduction that such must be the conse-
quences of a government not constituted on systematic
printiples, and’ subsisting without an efficient control.
He has taken care to obv1a.te this construction of his
expressions; he does not state what might be, but
affifms that it actually existed, and declares the object
of his bill*to be to prevent the < continuation” of it—a
werd six times implied by the constl uction, and thrice
used in direct terms.

o I'will do nothing p1ecip1tately, nor determine on any
act while I feel my mind warmed with a sense of
personal injury; neither shall such impression be
allowed to have any, even the §aintest, share in forming
my ultimate election; but I may be allowed to draw
conclusions from the demonstration which the minister .
has afforded me of his dispositions towards me, in de-
fault of the arrival i time of those orders from home
which I have declared shall determine me to resign the
service or toeretain it. It may not have been prudent
or eonvenient Yor him to have proposed my removal
from office directly ; but it is impossible that, thinking
me, or affecting to think me, such a man as he-has de-
scribed me, he should either desire me to remain, afford
me his confidence, or add to my powers. And as the
new system has thrown the whole authority of the
Company into his hands, I may coneclude with a moral
certainty that the next regular official advices, come
when they may, will be such as I have stated to be—if
notl an express, equivalent to an express, order for my
recall.

If T hear no more from England by the 31st of

l:)
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January, I will allow that period to elapse; but will
most certainly form my determination then ou «he
knowledge which I already possess, though not offidial,
nor such as may be called authentic. This is in strict
consistency with all my past declarations; but these
seem not to be credited; and even you, my‘ friend,
write as if I had never made them.

By the Surprise I wrote to Mr. Pitf, and sentethe
letter to you sealed, deeming this a necessary respect,
with a request that you would deliver it. 1 do now
most heartily repent that I wrote it, though I smost .
enthusiastically believed every syllable thtt either
bestowed praise on him, or implied a trust in hes
candour for the effect of my opinions. These too I
find, in all points, diametrically opposite to his; and,
the only reception that I now expect for it is such as
Mz. Francis would give it—that it will be sneeringly
called a fine poetical fictyon. And let it be so. But
enough of it.

I have begun a plan of retrenchment, which already
comprises almost the whole civil establishment. On
the 20th I read it privately to Maepherson and Stables
in Council, the secretaries being ordered to withdraw;
and I premised it by an offer to make it jn terms the
joint act of the Board, if they appréved it. They
seemed pleased with it ; and Stables, in 2 very earnest
manner, thanked me for it; but both desired to con-
sider it (which I thought very proper), and Mr. Stables
took it home with him. I have not talked with either
upon- it since; but I think it will pass; and T will
follow it with.a larger retrenchment of the military
establishments. Both will be publicly ascribed to me,
and will draw on me infinite odium ; for a multitude of
servants will be deprived of very lucrative emoluments,
and some of them men who have strong claims upon
me by patronage from home. Perhaps, too, Mr. Pitt,
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instead of thanks, will reproach me with these attempts
at reformation as demonstrations of the truth of his
representation of the corruptions requiring it. Yet I
will steadfastly pursue my purpose, and most fervently
pray that this good act may close my service. I shall
leeve ncthing else to be done.

One more good work has been effected ; and that too
is lmble to the same unpopular consequences. I found
Mr. Macpherson on my arrival engaged in a contest
with Colonel Gordon about military authority. The
Government of Madras had sent seven broken corps of
the Kin®’s forces, with above eighty officers, to Ben-
@al, to be subsisted or sent home; some without
any official notice. Colonel Gordon, the King's senior

Jofficer, had received orders from General Campbell,
his supericr on the coast, restricting the recruiting
service ; and Colonel Gordon denied the right of the
Board to act in this or any ofher point which respected
the King’s scrvice but by his authority, and zhat he
refused to grant, except in the terms of his orders from
General Campbell. He on a late occasion went
further, and protested against the appointment of a
court martial held without his warrant.

On all thgse points the decisions have been complete.
I will get copies of them made to go with this. The
sum of all is this :(—

Ist. That as many of the king’s officers as can be
accommodated with passages to England on the Com-
pany’s ships shall be allowed them, with an allotment
of seven for every ship.

Ind. That such officers as choosc 1t shall be allowed
a liberal allowance as passage-money, and provide for
themselves.—This has given general satisfaction.

e 3rd. That all the King's soldiers whose term of
service is expired, according to the King's proclama-
tion, and are willing to enlist with the Company, shall
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be recruited without regard to General Campbeli’s
exceptions. .
4th. That neither Colonel Gordon nor Genetal
Campbell, nor any King’s officer, has a legal right to
grant warrants for courts martial, that authoritﬁv’ being

exclusively in the Board. J
The other regulations are mere provisions to render
these effectual. ¢ .

Colonel Gordon is a genteel and liberal officer ; but
he seems to be too much in dread of the reproach of
deserting the cause of his corps. He and I are still*on
the best terms ; and I yet hope to make hint instru-
mental in procuring for us the recruits which we want
They are absolutely necessary, when we are on the eve
of alarge reduction of the native corps; for, if they
should say we will not be reduced, I do not know how
we could compel them but by a greater strength in
our own countrymen.—I gm, my dear Scott, your most
affectionate. ‘

P.S. I forgot to mention that Mr. Macpherson and
Mr. Stables, who have both seen the debates, draw the
worst conclusions to my interest, and no good ones to
their own, from them, But their fears are over. They
see themselves fixed, and me unsupported gf home. I
will put their moderation to the test in®the course of
the next week. ® .

I thank you for your speech of three minutes in
vindication of ihe service. Neither arithmetic nor
geometrical reasoning can furnish a reply to such.an
argument; yet the flippancy of Mr. Francis’slogic may
prove, or affirm without designing to look for proof,
that of the numbers who have not returned from Ben-
gal with fortunes, one half spent them abroad with
extravagance, and the rest are dead with debauchery.

December 27th.—1 have seen, read, and abstracted
Mr. Pitt’s bill. It has determined me. I shall make
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an early trial of my colleagues on the affairs of Oude;
and*if they will engage to abide by my engagements
thebe, I will depart as soon as the Barrington is ready.
She 1s now loading.

The qdetermination avowed in this letter Mr.
ﬁastings lost no time in carrying into effect. He
made his appeal to the Council ; he received from-
them an assurance that the affairs of Oude would
be carried on according to the system which he
had devised; and he conveyed to the Court of

Wirectors a formal resignation of his powers in the
followmg terms :— I
* To the Honourable Court of Dircrons of the Honourable United East
Inpia Company.
Fort William, January, 1785.

Honourable Sirs,—Some nuthentic advices which I
have received byland from England since the despatch of
the Surprise have determined me to leave this Govern-
ment at the close of this month, and to take my passage
for England in youf ship the Barrington.

It would be to assume an unwarranted self conse-
quence to assign the reasons for this departure from
the letter, thourrh with a strict adherence to the prin-
ciple of the decla1 ations which I made in my last ad-
dress, dated 22d November, by the Surprise. Yet I
may be allowed, in a very few words, to state that I
conceive it to be now impossible for your commands to
require my stay in the terms which I might have had
the presumption to suppose within the line of possi-
bility, were such tobe your pleasure; that it is scarcely
possible for your commands on any subject which could
concern my stay to arrive before the season requisite
for my departure; that I rather feel the wish to avoid
the receipt of them than to await théir coming; and

Y
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that I consider myself in this act as the fortunate
instrument of dissolving the frame of an inefficient
Government, pernicious to your interests, and disgrdce-
ful to.the national character, and of leaving one in its
stead, such as my zeal for vour service prompts me to
wish perpetual in its construction, to cvery purpoge
cfficient.

After aservice of thirty-five years from its commence-
ment, and almost thirteen of that time passed in the
charge and exercise of the first nominal office of this
Government, I do not part from it with indiffererfce.
I owe to my ever honoured employers the servfee of my
life, and would with the devotion of a heart animated
with the highest sense of gratitude offer it even with
life, if the service could be accepted, or could, when ac-
cepted, contribute to the advancement of their interests,
in return for the unexampled instances which T have
received of their generqus support and protection.
Such professions are indeed easily made, and I know
pot how mine can ever be put to the test. But my
conscience both avows them, and prompts me to de-
clare that no man ever served themewith a zeal superior
to my own, nor perhaps equal to it. I have the honour
to be, with the greatest respect and attachmegt, honour-
able Sirs, your most obedient and most fatthful servant.

Having sealed and delivered over for despatch
this official paper, Mr. Hastings turned his undi-
vided attention to the adjustment of the petty
matters, such as leave-taking, and the winding up
of his private affairs, which alone stood between him
and a satisfactory removal from the scene of all his
labours. His property, inconsiderable in the ex~
treme, when the length of his services is taken
into account, and a comparison is instituted be-
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tween his savings and those of men, I do not say
ofa rank analogous to his own, but in every respect
his inferiors,—he had already converted into good
bills, except only such ready money as sufficed for
the purchase of two or three valuable diamonds.

Hi.s houses and lands were either sold or ordered

for sale, his old and faithful servants pensioned,
and letters of farewell written to all the native
pr‘mces. and chiefs with whom, for thirteen years,
he had been accustomed to correspond as an equal.
Then followed,—to him the most trying ordeal of
all,—the reception of addresses from his country-
men, who, whether in the civil or in the military
services, lamented his departure as a private mis-
fortune not less than as a public calamity. Finally,
he made his will, entrusted it to the keeping of
his friend and secretary, Mr. Thompson, and on
the lst of February rendered up, in the last
Council which he attended, the keys of the public
treasury ands of Fort William. He accompanied
the act by a minute strikingly characteristic of the
man. I do not know how the document may be
accounted of by others, but to me there is something
very touching in the style, and I therefore insert it.

1st February, 1785,

Governor-general,—I have summoned this meeting
of the Board to comply with the preliminary forms
which the usage of the service has preseribed as neces-
sary on my departure from the presidency. These do
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not require the formality of a written address, but 1
could not trust to the feelings, which would naturatly
be excited by the most awful and important act of 1hy
publigalife, for the verbal delivery of the sentiments
whiclh may wish to express in the performancg of it.
The last duty which it will remain for me to dischargh
will be that of my resignation of the sel.'vice, which 1
reserve to the time when the ship in which I am abdut
to depart shall quit her pilot, and I shall send it in
writing by the hands of Mr. Larkins, with whose
attendance I request the Board to dispense, that ‘he
may accompany me so far on my way. I now deliver
up to the Board my keys of the treasury, and to M@
Macpherson the keys of Fort William, both under the
necessary reservation of my right to resume them in.
the event (which God forbid) of any accident befalling
the ship in her passage to the open sea, or any other
contingency compelling ray return.

I take my leave of the members of the Board with
the warmest and most affectionate wishes for the pros-
perity and success of their public administration, and
for their private ease, credit, and happiness. I regret
that the custom of the service has not provided any
regular channel by which my acknowledgments might
be publicly made to the civil servants of*the Company
for the benefits which I have experienced from their
labours. Yect it will be an alleviation of the pain of
my approaching separation from them if the Board
will permit my sense of their general merits, and the
testimony of my particular estimation of them, to be
recorded.

It is a pleasure to me to reflect that amidst the mul-
tiplied and the pressing occupations of my station, I
have not been prevented from hestowing a large portin
of my time in a participation of the current duties of
the executive offices of every department; and these
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communications have afforded me the means both of
knewing their several talents and of viewing those
quﬁlities which form the common character of the
service, which I pronounce to be eminently marked
with a liberality of sentiment, a susceptibility and
fiemnes? of attachment, a disdain of sordid emolument,
with a spirit of assiduity, and the consequent expert-
ness in business, exceeding, I dare venture to affirm, the
habits of any community under the British empire.
The time may come when my testimony, feeble as its
present influence may prove, will help to disperse the
clouds of prejudice with which the infection of party,
ad the malignity of particular vengeance, have ob-
scured their real worth, and to display it in its full
Justre. In the mean time it would not be presumption
in me to attest it who know it, although my testimony
were to be opposed by the clamours of a world of

ignorance and infatuation.

FIe

From the council chamber Mr. Hastings re-
turned to his own home, where a crowd of admiring
and sorrowing friénds waited to greet him. He
accepted tl.leir parting adieus not without consider-
able agitation; and, as if anxious to shorten the
trial, proceeded the same afternoon to the quay,
where his budgerow, or barge, lay ready to receive
him. He immediately went on boards Messrs.
Larkins, Thompson, and Thornhill bearing him
“company, and began that night to move with the
tide tewards the Barrington’s anchorage, at Kid-
geree. On the 5th the ship was descried; on
the 6th he was in occupation of his cabin; and
on the 7th, which in bhis diary he has marked
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as Mrs. Hastings’s birthday, the shores of India
faded from his view. Next day the pilot left h?.‘n,
and his three faithful friends departing in the boat,
Mr. Hastings was left to indulge undisturbed both
in retrospects of the past and anticipations of the
future. . .

I have nothing to record of Mr. Hastings’s
homeward voyage, except that in every point of
view it appears to have been propitious, The
letters in which he alludes to it, and of which 1.t
will presently be my business to insert a few speci-
mens, all speak of the time spent on board of ship ,
as spent agreeably; while the appearance by and
bye of a narrative of the last three months of his
administration, which he compiled during its pro-
gress, as well as of two or three imitations in verse
of the odes of Horace, show that it was not left
altogether unimproved. Moreover, a brief sojourn
at St. Helena, where every mark of respect was
shown to him, served to break in upen the mono-
tony of a sea life, and supplied him with materials
_with which to fill up a few pages in his journal,
with otler records than those which owed their
existence to changes in the weather. But the
most agreeable feature in the,whole matter lay in
this, that the progress made from day to day was
great, insomuch that within the space of little
more than four months from the date of his em-
barkation, he found himself once more upon
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English ground. Mr. Hastings landed at Ply-
m‘uth on the 13th of June, 1785, and set off at
six on the following morning, as rapidly as post-
horses could convey him, to London
* I do not know that much good would arise
were I to describe at length how great was his
disappointment at not finding Mrs. Hastings in
town, or how he sent off an express to CKeltenham,
wﬁlthex he lealned’ that she had removed, urging
her to return without delay, and proposing to meet
her on the road. In like manner I suspect that
the reader would scarcely thank me for dwelling
on th facts that he waited, as in duty bound, upgn
the several members of the Cabinet, and on the
chairman of the Court of Directors,—from the .
whole of whom, not less than from a wide circle
of friends and admirers, his reception proved to be
in the highest dégree flattering. ILet me, then,
be content to state, in few words, that his pro-
ceedings were in every respect conformable to the
temper und constitution of his nature; that Lie went
with excellent tact through the routine which
public- duty required; and then flew off to embrace
the object of his tenderest regard. They met at
Maidenhead Bridge on the evening of the 17th,
. and on the following day came up again to London,
But I must not pursue this subject any further,
more especially as in the following letter Mr,
Hastings has told his own tale in language more
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appropriate by far than any which I could select.
It is addressed to the gentleman whom he had br
some time employed as his private secretary, and
for whom he was anxious permanently to provide
in the civil service of the Company. It will bt
read, I think, with great interest. .

To Mr. Trompsox.
Cheltenham, 21st July, 1785.

My dear Thompson,—I have Been unfortynate in
missing the Surprise’s packet, which I regret ex.
tremely, because I know that it will be a great disap®
pointment to you and some other of my s qpemal friends,
though you will know more particulars of my situation *
amd prospects from others than you could from myself.
The best that I can tell you is that I found Mrs.
Hastings in better health than I have known her
possess for some years, and that my reception has been
as flattering as pride could wish it. I have expe-
rienced the distinction of digito monstmm, et dicier,
hic est; but my humility pleserved itself by the
influence of a monitor within that whispered, All this
will expire in less than three months. I think much
of it is already gone. But as much of it as I wish fo
retain will, I am persuaded, remain yet for years,—the
esteem of those whom all esteem.

I had a pleasant voyage, without bad weather; a
clean and tight ship; officers of skill and attention,
and even of science; a society that I loved; and a
rapid course. The worst of the voyage was that my
mind was stupid, and that I never passed a night with-
out a slight fever. Thompson, never take the counsel
of a physician that shall bid you go to sea for health,
I believe that my first sufferings were from vexation;
for you were scarce out of my sight when I recollected
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that my old bureau, which contained all my most
seqret papers, and some things of intrinsic value, had
béen left behind ; Francis having, with admirable dis-
cretion, sent it out of my sight, and therefore out of
my lememblcmce, as a 1)10@0 of lumber, to the old
louse. ¥ What heightened my ill humour at this dis-
‘covery was, the consideration that, though you were
*almost withif hail, it would not be possib]e for me to
apprise you of my distress in less than eighteen months;
and that unless you or Larkins had the prudence to
suppose that every article of my furniture that could
contain eanything valuable was worth looking into,
éhese would not only be losty but, what would be in-
finitely worse, fall into strange, and possibly scoundrel,
hands. I wrote to you about this foolish business
from St. Helena, but to little purpose. Your own
good sense and recollection had long before provided
my relief, or it is past for ever. I am yet vexed when-
ever I recur to the subject.

We landed at Plymouth on’the 13th of last month,
and passed through a Lucknow heat to London, where
I passed two most uncomfortable days by Mrs. Has-
tings’s being at Cheltenham. Having performed all
the duties of loyalty, respect, and ('1v1hty, I ran away
tq this place. where I have been since the 5th. We
have begn drinking the waters ever since, but without
any benefit hitherto, and rather the reverse, which
people say is a sign that they will do us good.

I had an early visit from young Mr. Anstey, who
brought me a very polite letter from his father, whom
I am anxious to see, as with his aid I may be more
successful in a personal application than I have been
by letters. The Directors are to a man friendly to
we, and Mr. Smith both obtained the order for pub-
lishing the Gheeta with a very handsome preface, and
himself attends to the impression. My friends tell me
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that I defeated my own recommendations in your
favour and Turner’s, by a subsequent remonstragce
against overloading the service with writers and cadgts,
This checked their zeal, and served as a plea to others;
and the next year appointments werc made ai usuals
and mine were forgotten. I fear that in the article of
patronage even the most virtuous men of this kingdom’
want virtue. Nevertheless be you sangufhe. I canmot®
wholly lose my influence, and I will not desist from
my purpose till I have obtained your appointment,
with the arrears of time, thoughe you may lose the
intermediate advantages of emolument. o

Tunbridge, 22nd September.—The preceding sheety
and if more it is lost, was written long ago under the
impulse of recent disappointment, and the appre-
hension of losing the next packet, the despatch of
which was uncertain, to me at least. I have since had
the pleasure of seeing My. Anstey, and flatter myself
that, short as our acquaintance yet has been, we shall
not meet again as strangers, nor without a mutual
welcome. I have received yours by the Cornwallis.
It is dated the 4th of March, and js the first of yours
that. I have received. I wished for one by the Sur-
prise, and expected onc by the Lord Mansfigld; and 1
must tell you that I shall feel a repeatad and mortj-
fying disappointment by every ship’s arrival that does
not bring a letter from you. But my greatest disap-
pointment arises from your total silence in that which
[ have received concerning my bureau. It contained
many letters and other papers which I would not for
the world have seen by strangers, and some not even
by you, implicit as my confidence is in you. There
are also some miniature pictures which I should grieve
to lose, and trash immeasurable. And why do I tel
you this? The life of man will have run out much of
its course ere you can avail yourself of this informa-
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tion, if you have waited for it; and how can you avail
youeself of it? I have letters from Larkins, but these,
" too, give me no intimation of what I want.

I have led a most idle life, but not wholly unprofit-
able, ha.ving been allowed to contribute some little
geod to the service, which would not have taken place
perhaps had 1 stayed in Bengal. I have not time to
detail the partlculars, nor am I sure that it would.be -
proper. I am sanguine in the hope that I may be
instrumental in undoing the mischiefs created by the
last Indian Act. I will try at least, and shall think
it the best deed of my life if I can effect it. Let
mw friends, but only special friends, know that I have
such hopes and such intentions.

How much have I to write, could I indulge my
inclination; but I must be short.

We are both well, but neither very well. Mrs.
Hastings always remembers gyou, and speaks of you
with an affection kindred to my own. We are at this
time in a community, among which Lord Mansfield’s
partiality has made it fashionable to regard us with an
uncommon degree of attention and respect.. Indeed,
my dear Thompson, I should wrong your sensibility,
were I to -cqneeal from you what would afford it the
mogt pleasing sgratification, that I find myself cvery-
where and universally treated with evidences, apparent
even to my own observation, that I possess the good
opinion of my country. Yet this blessing (for such it
1s, and I would not forfeit it for lacs), is not without its,
alloy, since it holds'me up as an object of public calumny,
which I could well support were I the sole object of it.
Nor is it malice that assails me. Such is the pro-
fligacy of the ruling manners, that there are multi-
tuges who get theu bread by detraction; but so little
of system is there in this vile science, that even the
similitude of character is scarce ever preserved in the

VOL, III. R
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features which are held forth to the public in such
compositions ; and for the newspapers, even indiffengnt
anecdotes of persons are often pubhshed w1thouy
spark of truth to justify them.

I am yet unsettled, but am in treaty for an old
family estate of no value, which has employed ‘me inea
longer negociation than would have served for the
acquisition of a province; and if I get it, I shall pay’
almost twice its worth, according to the common
market price.

Your sentiments of the_ person who is the principal
subject of your letter are'literally mine, ands what is
more, I hear them from the mouths of all men. Yagi,
bad as he is—but enough.

I did not tell you that+I was early summoned to,
receive the thanks of the Directors for my servmes,
and the chairman who read them dwelt with a strong
amphasis on the word uganimously: From the King
and Queen my reception was most gracious. The
Board of Control has been more than polite to me, for
they have quoted me as authority, and so have the
Court of Directors~—both a littlg more than 1 like,
and in a way that I dislike. My friends expected
more, but I can almost assure you that I have received
the full recompense of all my serviees, and 1 am
thankful for it; for the King cannot bestow any
honour superior to a good name; and with a larger
income I should lose what my present will compel me
to—retirement. No, I have not said all. TLord
Thurlow has been more substantially my friend than
King, Ministers, and Directors.

Tell Wilkins that his Gheeta is printed, presented
to the King, and published. Mr. Smith inspected the
press?and zealously promoted my application for the
patronage of the Court of Directors, by whose autho-
rity it was printed. I have yet but one copy, but I
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believe that some will be sent for his use. I don’t
l{;ow how the public will relish it. If it is abused,

ilkins has a good shelter by standing behind me.

In the voyage T amused myself . “viting a history
of the last three months of my government, in which
1 wound up all the preceding years. It has been of
signal use, and is in the hands of the two rulers of the
two great Indian Boards, 7. e. Mr. Dundas and Mr.
Deva)nes, who both (and others with them) profess
to have derived much instruction from it. I am myself
not dissatisfied with it. It will be an antidote against
the poison of false “statements.” 1 wish you could
§ee it.

Don't forget to send a good horse for Mr. Corneille.
J promlsed him that you would write to him, and offered
your services for other commissions. He is a worthy
and most hospitable man.

My Arab arrived in excellent condltlon, and is won-
derfully admired. I ride him in spite of his beauty
and long tail, though both valid objections ; for this is
a land of ostentation, and therefore every body detests
it in others. I givg them little cause.

1 must trouble you with a few commissions:—

1. All ipy shawl goats by Carr died in the voyage.
Pray get me some, and send one, or at most two, but
not morg, by every ship that will take them, and be-
speak an inclosed berth in each for them; otherwise
they will die of ill usage.

2. Send me some seeds of the lichee. Tie thep
loosely in a coarse cloth or bag, and give them in
charge to some one who will take care of them.

3. Seeds of the cinnamon in the like package.
Both must be suspended so that a little air may get at
them. Turner promised to send me somec Bootan
turnip seeds, and he must assist you with the goats;
that is, he must get them. . e e e e

P ' R 2
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4. Custard apple seeds, from my Allipoor trees,
whoever is the proprietor of them. Adieu. Youfs
ever, my dear Thompson, most affectionately.

To the information conveyed in this letter I
have very little to add. Mr. Hastings colld not
speak in terms too strong of the flattering recep-
tion which was meted out in all quarters both*to
himself and Mrs. Hastings, neither were the hopes
which he ventured to build upon the circumstanee
by any means extravagant. For Mr. Hastings
seems to have coveted retirement rather than th®
entrance on a new field of public life; and he was
surely not sanguine if he presumed to anticipate °
that he would be permitted to indulge his own
moderate wishes unmofested.  Nevertheless he
had not long breathed the air of his native country
ere causes of discomfort began to present them-
selves; the first of which, strange to say, emanated
from the very body which had loaded him on his
arrival with praises and honours. He htd resided
but a short time in Cheltenham when he }'eceivéd
from the secretary to the Court of Directors a
letter, reiterating the Court’s desire to be informed
of the amount of the several sums which he had
accepted as presents from the princes of India, and
of the particular uses to which they had been
severally applied. 'The following, while it gives
of the subject all the explanation which the writer
felt himself capable of communicating, refers to an
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ogcasion when the demand had heen previously
niade, and specifies, neither peevishly nor in the
tone of one whose self-respect has been wounded,
the chreumstances wilich caused him to treat the
Court’s request with neglect. I do not know how
the letter nlay be regarded by others, but to me it
appears in every respect satisfactory.

Jo Wit DevarxEs, Esq., Chairman of the Hon. East India Company.
. Cheltenham, 15th July, 1785.
o Sir—The Honourable Court of Directors in their
genceral letter to Bengal by the Surprise, dated the
16th March, 1784, were pleased to express their desire,
that I would inform them of the periods when each sum
of the presents mentioned in my address of the 22d
May, 1782, was received; what were my motives for
witbholding the several recdiptsfrom the knowledge of
the Council, or of the Court of Directors; and what
were my reasons for taking bonds for part of these
sums, and for paying other sumsinto the treasury as
deposits on my owh account.
I have been kindly apprised that the information re-
quired as®bove is yet expected from me.
* I hope that the circumstances of my past situation
when cdnsidered will plead my excuse for having thus
Iong withheld it. The fact is, that I was not at the
presidency when the Surprise arrived; and when I
returned to it, my time and attention were so entirely
engrossed, to the day of my final departure from it, by
a variety of other more important occupations, of
which, Sir, I believe I may safely appeal to your testi-
mony, grounded on the large portion contributed by
‘nyself of the volumes which compose our consultations
of that period, that the submission which my respect
would have enjoined me to pay to the command im-
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posed on me, was lost to my recollection, perbaps fr
the stronger impression which the first and distaht
perusal of it had left on my mind, that it was rather
intended as a reprehension something which had
given offence in my report of the original trandhetion,
than as expressive of any want of a further elucidation
of it. ‘ .

I will now endeavour to reply to the different ques-
tions which have been stated to me, in as explicit a
manner as 1 am able; to such information as I can
give the Honourable Court is fully entitled, and where
that "shall prove defective, I will point out the easy
means by which it may be rendered more complete.

First, I believe I can affirm with certainty, that the
several sums mentioned in the account transmitted °
with my letter above mentioned, were received at, or
within a very few days of the dates which are prefixed
to them in the account ; blt, as this contains only the
gross sums, and each of them was received in different
payments, though at no great distance of time ; I can-
not therefore assign a greater degree of accuracy to
the account. Perhaps the Honourable Court will judge
this sufficient for any purpose to which their i mquu‘y was
directed ; but if it should not be so, I will beg leave to
refer for a more minute information, and for the means
of making any investigations which they may think it
proper to direct, respecting the particulars of this
transaction, to Mr. Larkins, your Accomptant-general,
who was privy to every process of it, and possesses, as
1 believe, the original paper which contained the only
account that I ever kept of it. In this, each receipt
was, as I recollect, specifically inserted with the names
of the persons by whom it was made; and I shall writg
to him to desire that he will furnish you with the paper
itself, if it is still in being, and in his hands, or with
what he can distinetly recollect concerning it.
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For my motives for withholding the several receipts
fr&m the knowledge of the Council, or of the Court of
Directors, and for taking bonds for part of these
sums, and paying others into the treasury as deposits
qn my bwn account, I have generally accounted in my
letter to the Court of Directors of the 22d of May,
1782 ;—nameely, that <1 either chose to conceal the
first receipts from public curiosity by recciving bonds
for the amount, or possibly acted without any studied
dgsign which my memory at that distance of time
could verify ; and that I did not think it worth my care
to observe the same means with the rest.”
® It willnot be expected that I should be able to give
a more correct explanation of my intentious after a
lapsc of three years, having declared at the time that
many of the particulars had escaped my remembrance ;
neither shall I attempt to add more than the clearer
affirmation of the facts imp#icd in that eport of them,
and such inferences as necessarily, or with a strong
probability, follow them.

1 have said that the three first sums of the account
were paid into the Gompany’s Treasury, without passing
through my hands. The second of these was forced
into notiee by its destination and application to the
expense of a detachment which was formed and employed
against* Mahdajee Sindia, under the command of
Licut.-colonel Carnac, as I particularly apprized the
Court of Directors, in my letter of the 29th December,
1780. The other-two were certainly not intended,
when I received them, to be made public, though in-
tended for public service, and actually applied to it.
The exigencies of the government were at that time
my own, and every pressure of it rested with its full
*weight upon my mind. Wherever I could find allow-
able means of relieving those wants, I eagerly seized
them ; but neither did it occur to me as necessary to
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state on our proceedings every little aid which I could
thus procure, nor do I know how I could have stated
it, without appearing to court favour by an ostentation
which I disdained ; or without the chance of exciting
the jealousy of my colleagues by the constructive asser-
tion of a scparate and unparticipated merit, derivell
from the influence of my station, to whigh they mlght
have had an equal claim.

I should have deemed it particularly dishonourable
to receive for my own use, money tendered by men of
a certain class, from whom I had interdicted the 1ece1pt
of presents to my inferiors, and bound them by oath
not to receive them. I was, therefore, more than ordi®
narily cautious to avoid the suspicion of it, which would
scarcely have failed to light upon me, had I suffered
the money to be brought directly to my own house, or
to that of any person known to be in trust for me.

I therefore caused it to pe transported immediately
to the Treasury. There, you well know, Sir, it could
not be received without being passed to some credit,
and this could only be done by entering it as aloan, or
as a deposit. .

'The first was the least liable to reflection, and there-
fore I had obviously recourse to it. Why the second
sum was entered as a deposit, I am utteely ignorant.
Possibly it was done without any special direction
from me. Possibly, because it was the simplest mode
of entry, and therefore preferred, as that the trans-
action itself did not require concealment, having been
already avowed.

Although I am firmly persuaded that these were my
sentiments on the occasion, yet I will not affirm that
they were. But of this I am certain, that it was my
design originally to have concealed the receipts of alb
the sums, except the second, even from the knowledge
of the Court of Directors. They had answered my
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purpose of public utility, and 1 had almost totally
dishissed them from my memory. : '

But when fortune threw alarge sum in my way, of a
magnitude which could not be concealed and the pecu-
liar delfcacy. of my situation at the time in which I
réceived it made me more circumspect of appearances;
I chose to agprize my employers of it, which 1 did
hastily and generally. Hastily, perhaps to prevent the
vigilance and activity of secret calumny,—and generally,
because I knew not the exact amount of the sum of.
which I was in the reccipt, but not in full possession.
I promiSed to acquaint them with the result as soon as
Pshould be in possession of it, and in the performance
of my promise I thought it consistent with it to add

oto the account all the former appropriations of the
same kind; my good genius then suggesting to me a
spirit of caution which might have saved me the
trouble of this apology, hadd universally attended to
it; for if I had suppressed them, and they were after-
wards known, I might have been asked, what were my
motives for withholding part of the receipts from the
knowledge of the Lourt of Directors, and informing
them of the rest. .

It being my wish to clear up every doubt upon this
transaction, which either my own mind could suggest,
or whichsimay have been suggested by others, I beg
leave to suppose another question, and to state the
terms of it in my reply, by informing you that the en-
dorsement on the bonds was made about the period of
my leaving the presidency in the middle of the year
1781, in order to guard against their becoming a claim
on the Company as part of my estate in the event of
my death occurring in the course of the service on which
b was then entering.

This, Sir, is the plain history of the transaction. I
should be ashamed to request that you would commu-
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nicate it to the Honourable Court of Directors, whose
time is too valuable for the intrusion of a subjec£ s0
uninteresting, but that it is become a point of indis-
pensable duty; I must therefore request the favour of
you to lay it, at a convenient time, before tHem. In
addressing it to you personally, I yield to my own
feelings of the respect which is due to them as a body,
and to the assurance I derive from your experieficed
civilities, that you will kindly overlook the trouble im-
posed by it. I have the honour to be, &e.

It does not appear, from the tone of Mr. Has-
tings’s correspondence, nor from any notices Whic.h
I discover in his diary at this period, that the,
demand of the Court of Directors, alluded to in
the preceding letter, gave him serious annoyance,
or excited the smalleSt apprehension respecting
the future. He wrote, indeed, to Mr. Larkins,
and requested that from the records in that gen-
tleman’s possession, as much fresh light as possible
might be thrown upon the subject; l.mt- he did
nothing more.  On the contrary, he zesigned him-
self for some months to the pleasurables feelings
whieh a reunion with a beloved wife, and a return
to his native country, were eminently calculated to
excite in a heart like his; and passed from place
to place, happy in each as it received him, and
adapting himself without scruple to the manners
of those with whom each change of scene or cig-
cumstances required him to associate. -
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.« Y CHAPTER IX.

Personal Proceedings of Mr. Hastings—Purchases Beaumont Lodge—Cor-
respondence with Mr. Dundas, Lord Thurlow, and Mr. Thompson—Mr.
Burke’s hostility~—Charges brought into the House of Commons—Mr.
Pitt’s Defeat~—Correspondence with Mr. Anderson,

From the date of the preceding letter up to the
spring of 1786, the stream of Mr. Hastings’s
existence flowed on with so steady a current as to
durnish few materials out of which his hiographer
might succeed in weaving a narrative worthy either
of him who should be the subject of it, of of those
to whom it might be offered. The ideas which
had been generally entertained, previous to his
arrival in England, of the enormous fortune which
the Governor—genéml of India had amassed, the
quiet and ynostentatious tenor of his domestic life
wholly dissipated. Mr. Hastings’s only home was,
for a while, a house in St. James’s Place, which
he hired ready furnished, and from which he passed
by and bye into another, similarly fitted up, in
Wimpole Street. His establishment went in no-
thing beyond what may be accounted necessary for
the wants and conveniences of a private gentleman.
His movements, no doubt, carried him from time
to time to Cheltenham, and Tunbridge Wells, and
Bath, and other places then in request; yet they
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were uniformly performed in the most inexpengive
manner, and they invariably left him the very same
man that they found him. It is true that his
acquaintance was sought by the noblest and most
distinguished persons in the land; and that his
own presence, and still more, the présence of Mrs.
Hastings, at Court was always acceptable. But
these were distinctions which his personal merits
had thrust upon him; they were not the res.ults
either of sycophancy on his part, or of an unwortgy
deference to overgrown wealth on the parts of
those who offered them. For there never lived a
man of simpler habits, or more richly endowed
with a becoming self-respect than Warren Has-
tings. He knew and felt that his legitimate place
in society was among the most distinguished of his
contempgraries, whether from rank or station;
and he passed to and fro from the glitter of fashion
into the absolute repose of his own happy home,
without being in the most remote degree conscious
that any remarkable transition had been efected.

I took occasion, at the opening of this narrative,
to state, that one of the earliest dreams in which
Warren Hastings indulged, turned upon the re-
purchase of the Daylesford estate, where the evening
of his days might be spent amid scenes which a
thousand personal as well as traditional associations
had endeared to him. More than once he had
written from India, reminding his attorney that to



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 253

this end his wishes pointed ; and now the first move-
ment which he made after having fairly esta-
blished himself in London was to open directly a
communjication with Mr. Knight, who was then,
as*his family for two generations had been, in pos-
session of the domain. Moreover, he went from
Cheltenham to visit the spot; and wandered, in a
state of excitement such as I cannot undertaké to
destribe, over all the haunts of his childhood. For
the mind of Hastings was of that rare texture
which permits the enthusiasm, or, to express my-
self more correctly, the poetry of feeling to flourish
side by side with the clearest judgment and the
loftiest and best ordered ambition. It was, there-
fore, quite as natural to hift that his heart should
be touched, and his imagination warmed, at the
prospeet of recovering the patrimony of his an-
cestors, as that the laudable desire of winning an
honoured name to himself, while he conferred
lasting berefits on his country, should have carried
him through a long career of labour, and difficulty,
and annoyance.

It will be seen, from what he says in the con-
cluding paragraphs of his letter to Mr. Thompson,
that Mr. Hastings had early made up his mind not
to allow the consideration of an exorbitant rate of
p.urchase to stand between him and the accomplish-
ment of his wishes. The offers which he made to
Mr. Knight went in consequence far beyond the
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value of the estate, yet they were rejected. The
London merchant did not choose to lay down*the
distinction which appertains to a landed pro-
prietor; and Mr. Hastings, not without 2 bitter
pang of regret, ceased to importune him. Yetes
both the hent of his inclinations and, the state-of
his finances rendered it desirable that he shbuld
establish himself somewhere in the country, Mr.
Hastings did not abandon his efforts to discover a
fitting residence. The- results were that he be-
came by and bye the purchaser of a small properly
on the skirts” of Windsor Forest, called Beaumont
Lodge, whither, so soon as the mansion-house was
made ready for his reception, he removed, and
where he spent two orethree years in the enjoy-
ment of as much of peace as was at all .compatible
with the extraordinary turn which party malice
contrived, in the interval, to give to his fortunes.
It is not to be supposed that an active and
vigorous mind like that of Mr. Hastthgs would
abstain from all interference, even duyring it¢
season of retirement, in public affairs. He had
early conceived a dislike to some portions of Mr.
Pitt’s India Bill; and finding that it was about
to undergo a revision, he freely proffered his as-
sistance, in order to render it more equitable. Not
that he wantonly or impudently forced his opinions
on those in power. His opinions were held in t00
much value not to be eégerly sought; and he was
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too much of a patriot, in the best sense of the
wotd, to withhold them from the members of the
King’s Government, be they, as individuals, whom
they might. Accordingly, when Mr. Dundas
applied to him for information concerning certain
transactions jn which the Nabob of Carnatic was
mifed up, he supplied it with the same good
will which actuated him in a correspondence into
which soon afterwards he entered with Lord Thur-
low. I*subjoin one letter to the former of these
statesmen, and two to the latter, all of them, but
especially those addressed to Lord Thurlow, emi-
‘nently characteristic of the writer. With Lord
Thurlow, indeed, Mr. Hastings appears always to
have stood upon the very dest terms; and to his
Lordship he at this time propounded his own
device for the better government of the British
provinces for the future. But the paper, however
valuable, is too voluminous for insertion here. I
must, thel'ef(.)re, for the present, lay it aside, not
without ,an impression upon my own mind that it
may yet find a place among the literary remains
of one who, if he had not attained to greafness as
a statesman, would have certainly become g?eat as
an author.
To the Right Hon, HeNry Dunpas.
Cheltenham, 21st August, 1785,

Sll‘ —1I had not the honour to receive your letter till
late yesterday. I well remember the letters of which
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the enclosures in yours are copies, and the construction
which the Nabob put upon them. I am certain that
these are the same in substance, and of course they
must be literally the same, as the copies I received
from the Nabob, whether by the hands of the ginister
Assim Cawn, or by any other channel, I do not dis-
tinctly recollect. There was no assurance expressed
in either letter, such as the Nabob seems to havesin-
ferred from them, not even the most remote sense of it
in that from the King; but in the conclusion of that
from the Company, I then thought, as I do now, that
a mind, sanguine and eager as the Nabob’s was in
the pursuit of a favourite object, might have allowably
drawn such a conclusion from it ; since it acknowledges,
in very strong and pointed terms, the justice done them |
by so signal a mark of his confidence, which was i*®
placed, if it was received without any intention to
verify it ; neither could the “deposit” be said in any
other sense to be « so momentous to his august house.”

In a translation from a book of Hmdoo morality, I
lately met with the following definition of truth: «To
communicate to another person what we have heard,
seen, or know, in such a manneras to impress and
convey the same meaning as passes in our own minds, -
without using any ambiguity of expression Which may
be true in one sense, and false in another.” Jt is not
impossible that the Nabob, whose reading is er y ex-
tensive, may have met with this maxim, and applied
it to the most obvious sense which the words of the
letter conveyed, and in which it most suited his own
wishes to understand them ; but I cannot think that he
intentionally asserted a claim without the conviction
of its being well founded.

You owe me no thanks, Sir, for the communicatiog
of the manuscript presented to you by Major Scott,
because it is my duty, and you have made it equally
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my inclination to offer you whatever knowledge or ma-
teridls of knowledge I possess, which may be of use to
you in the department over which you preside; but I
am much indebted to you for the candour and indul-
gence wiath which you have read this paper, and you
will allow me to say that I feel my pride highly grati-
fied by your 'tpprobatlon of the sentiments Wthh it
contains. I have the honour to be, &c. '
To Lord Frurrow. i ®

. Bath, 13th January, 1786. -

My Lotd,—I took the liberty, very soon after my
amival in England, to represent to your Lordship my
apprehensions of the consequences which some clauses
in the late Act of Parliament respecting India were
likely to produce on the minds of the Company’s ser-
vants, and the peace of our establishments in India;
and your Lordship is since ig possession of my opi-
nion at large upon the subject. From the advices
newly received from Bengal by the Swallow packet, I
conceive yet greategcause of alarm ; because what was
before but predicted s now verified, as far as it can be,
in the first operation of a general discontent, and af-
fords the stronger reason to apprehend worse in the
sequel, if carly means are not taken to prevent it. 1If
your Lordship is of opinion that the Act, or the ex-
ceptionable parts of it, ought to be repealed, permit
me to suggest that it ought to be done before the
receipt of any public remonstrance against it, that the
repeal may appear the result of the justice and wisdom
of the parent state, not a concession extorted by popu-
lar clamour, and by the dread of a revolt following it.
For your Lordship knows that there is one great ex-
argple running in a parallel line with the present case
which will both warrant such a suspicion at home, and
its success operate as an incitement abroad.

AT TTY 2l
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If it shall be determined otherwise, that is, if the
Act is to stand, and to be supported by force, either it
will not produce that extremity, but the Company’s
servants will passively submit to it, and the service will
in consequence lose its best and ablest hande, which
will be supplied with inefficient men from home, afd
necessity will introduce among those that remain the
worst habits of perjury and corruption; or it willepro-
voke a resistance to it which no power from England
will be able to overcome: nor is it in the reach of
human foresight to say what emergencies will arise®out
of the effects of such a resistance, when the®bonds of
subjection are once broken, not only with impuniby,
but with an ascertained superiority.

For these reasons, my Lord, if I could have had imme;
diate access to you, I would have earnestly solicited it
to state the necessity of some immediate steps to be
taken for the repeal or gmendment of the Act in ques-
tion, that whatis to be done may be done with dignity ;
and I believe I should have run to town for the pur-
pose, but for a domestic impedigient, and for the
kindness of my active friend Major Scott who has
offered on this account to anticipate the necessary term
of his departure for town by a few days: and he will
request your Lordship’s permission to .waﬁt on you, in
my stead. To him, therefore, I shall refer for all that
I could wish to say myself upon this subject, and
I do a violence to myself in thus closing it. Only,
my Lord, do me the justice to believe that I have a
conviction amounting almost to a moral certainty of
the truth of my own predictions, so far as they re-
late to consequences abroad, and that I can have no
possible interest of my own in the earnestness with
which I make this representation, unless the self-gp-
plause may be termed such, which I may hope to de-
rive from being even thus feebly and remotely instru-
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mental in saving a valuable part of the national pro-
pérty from ruin. It is only to your Lordship that I
can look for the effective agency of this deliverance;
and, had I the influence of your Lordship’s place, and
possessed the ascendant of such a mind as yours, 1
Would command the redress for which, in my present
insignificantystate, I can only be an humble solicitor.
4 beg your Lordship’s pardon for this liberty and
intrusion on your time. I have the honour to be, &c.

From Lord THurLOW.
Tuesday, 31st January, 1786.

Deal Sir,—After I saw you yesterday I had an op-
Portunity of reading the plan for transferring the
debt from India to England. And it is to you I must
again recur at some time or other, for effacing the
melancholy impression it left upon my mind ; which, I
hope, is, in some degrec at least, the effect of my ig-
norance. .

If the bills now expected are four millions sterling ;

L3

if to these are to be added the Arcot debts, and the

probable amount of accumulation vested in other
funds; the amount of fortunes already amassed in
India seems truly formidable. If the immediate in-
vestiture ofsix millions more is expected, that appear-
ance is terrib¥y aggravated, and yet it does not much
exceed the conjectures of Sir Elijjah Impey on the
fortunes of the servants, particularly those officers of
the army, the brigadiers, who have enjoyed advanced
stations. ~ Whether plunder or parsimony produces
this aggravated amount, it seems equally pernicious
to the country, if the whole is to be drawn out, never
to return.

But does the mischief end here ? Will not the same
dhuses continue to produce the same effect, and pro-
duce a perpetual course of sending home, by a forced
channel of trade, all the produce of Bengal, which the

s 2
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existence of the country can spare, for the benefit of
the servants only? And isthat preferable to the alloW-
ing the competition of foreign stations to be fed by that
support, as far as that will sustain it, against the ad-
vantages ‘which the possession of the revenue and
country will give to the Company? ’

But, above all, is it necessary that jhe servan
should be allowed to accumulate and remit above a
million annually, beyond their current expenses? and
if it be, where is the wisdom of calculating upon ten
years possession of these provinces ?

Perhaps these thoughts are too wide of all sark to
be intelligible. But, whatever they are, I propose
them only as the subjects of some future conversation;
and not to give you the trouble of writing upon them.
I am sensible that I have not got far enough into the
subject to make that a convenient way of consulting
you. I am, dear Sir, singerely yours.

Early in the -following month Mr. Hastings
waited upon Lord Thurlow, and laid before him
certain remarks which he had cqmpiled with great
care. 'The following correspondence arose out of
that interview., .

[4 .
To Lord Tuurrow. o
1st February, 1786.
My Lord,—The subject of your Lordship’s letter is
indeed of an alarming nature. I wish it may be in
my power to lessen its impression. I would not at- .
tempt to efface it, for the truth would be against me.
That the government of a great kingdom, equal in
extent and population, and in its natural resources
superior to great Britain itself, exercised by a powegy
held at the distance of half the globe by foreign
agents, who are precluded by the difference of com-
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plexion, manners, religious and political habits, and
lamguage, from assimilating with the native inhabit-
ants of it, should be productive of the evil of which
your Lordship complains, is a consequence so neces-
sary, that all the powers of legislation, control, and
executive, however complete in each, never will, nor is it
possible thaf they should removeit. It is an evil which
hag arisen out of the constitution, and grown into bulk
from the means which have been applied to it from
home; and this too, my Lord, is one of the effects of a
discordant administration, and the curse of patronage
depressing the regular authority. In Bengal, to
avhich I wish to confine the immediate consideration of
the question, there are three distinet classes of British
subjects ; the civil servants of the Company, the mili-
tary officers, and the free merchants, to which a fourth
has lately been added, the judges and dependants of the
Supreme Court of Judicature. These make up a
number of . wout 1500 men, who rank in the line of
gentlemen, and lay claim both to the means of present
subsistence as such, and to a competent provision
against the season of repose. The far greater part of
this number die, without acquiring more than a suffi-
ciency for their daily expenses. Some amass enor-
mous fortunes, which will of course find their way by
some channel of conveyance to England, whether for
the use of the original proprietors or their heirs; and
numberless besides are the calls for little sums in
England for the support of near relations or the pur-
chase of necessaries. I cannot pretend to estimate
the sums which have been yearly remitted on these
accounts, nor prescribe the bounds to which the annual
remittances might with proper care and suitable
means be reduced. If liberal allowances are expressly
granted, with the necessary checks to prevent excesses,
they will be decmed exorbitant at home from their



262 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

comparison with the salaries of similar offices in Eng-
land. If they are reduced below the necessary means
of subsistence, and present subsistence is not enocugh,
the difference will be made up from perquisites—and
when men are once let loose from the obligagions of
strict integrity, and get the habit of carving for theme
selves, the transition is natural, and will pe rapid—to
the extremes of fraud and corruption ; especially if they
are bound by oaths, and impelled by the pressure, or
terrors of want to break them.

But your Lordship is not to form an opinion of the
profusion of these drains from the plan lately adopted
by the Court of Directors for transferring the Comg
pany’s debts in Indiato England, nor from the amount
of those debts. Thesc are the accumulation of many
years, and are the effect of a war, which immediately *
involved two of the presidencies as parties in it, and
was chiefly maintained by the wealth of Bengal. In
this war we had our paymasters, contractors, agents,
commissaries, (proverbial titles of corruption at home,)
commanders-in-chief, and commandants of corps: who
_all had the means of making, and many, no doubt, did
make, large profits: though, if I may trust to common
report, in no degree equal to those of similar appoint-
ments near home. Besides, there are to bé reckoned
the fortunes of men who have long quitted the service,
and estates of deceased servants, which have remained
for years in India, and which at this time constitute a
large part of the Company’s bonded debt, both in
Bengal and the other presidencies, the service for many
years affording no means, or at most but scanty means,
of transferring them to England, and the foreign
channels being such as the former might not deem
safe, nor the ass1gnees of the latter deem legal.

Of the debt in Bengal, much, and I believe the
greatest part, belongs to the native inhabitants of
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Calcutta, who have made it their practice to buy up
the.Company’s bonds, since they have fallen in their
value. I repeat, my Lord, that whatever regulations
are made for the service, however wise in their insti-
tution, gr forcible in their application, large fortunes
will be made by individuals, which must be remitted
to England, and by indirect channels, if direct are
withheld : andl that every remittance that is made will
occasion a loss of so much of the circulation of the
country; whether it be exported in specie, or by any
other medium which would otherwise produce a return
of specig,

To this must be added the Company’s investment,
and the supplies sent to Bombay, Fort St. George, and
* China, which have been of late years excessive. I have
been aware of the ruinous consequences of drawing so
much of the circulating specie from the provinces of -
Bengal, and have laboured incessantly to prevent it.
During the war, indeed, the Supplies of money given
to Bombay and Fort St. George were indispensable,
and they were made with a liberal hand. In the same
period, too, we continued to send treasure, or opium,
which was equal to tfeasure, to China. :

This I constantly either opposed, or yielded with re-
luctance to the peremptory commands of the Court of
Directors, and*the prompt spirit of acquiescence which
prevailed ‘with my colleagues. But in the year 1783,
the same causes becoming less urgent, and the urgency
of our domestic calls very great, the Board resolved to
discontinue the supplies to Fort St. George and China,
and to limit those of Bombay to sixteen lacs. *I soon
after left the presidency, and was absent during nine
months. On my return, I found that the Council had
permitted the government of Fort St. George to draw
upon them to an amount which grew, before their drafts
could be stopped, to near ninety lacs; and from Bombay
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they had answered drafts for more thah thirty lacs. It

was then proposed and agreed, that no more money

should be sent in the course of the year, which ended

with last April, either to Fort St. George or Bombay,

nor any to China. These arrangements havegalso, as

I fear, been broken: yet, at this time the bonded debt
is but what it had been these three yeqrs, about 160

lacs, and the Treasury orders and arréars of pay guch

diminished.

Many have been the remonstrances npon these sub-
jects to the Court of Directors, but with little effect, as
they still continue to press the Government of Bengal
to make the same supplies, and in a late publicatiqp,
that to China is mentioned among the advantages
which are to facilitate the mcreased provision of tea
for consumption in England.

Upon the same prlnmple that I used all my en-
deavours to prevent the ]%rovmces from being exhausted
of their specie, I have also laboured to open new chan-
nels for recruiting it. The first adventure to Egypt
was undertaken with my encouragement, and partly at
my own cost.

Had it succeeded, it would have thrown the whole
internal commerce of Africa into our hands. It failed
because the Court of Directors were in *he habit of
reprobating every measure that they Eould.ascribe'to
me.

At thesame period I began the first attempt to open
an intercourse with Tibbet; and in defiance of all the
discouragements which I met with, and notwithstanding
the mokt untimely death of the Lama, who had eagerly
adopted the plan, and had even solicited and obtained
the countenance of the Emperor of China in favour of
it, I had so far succeeded as to have obtained the per-
mission of the regency of that part of Tibbet, with
which our intercourse had been established, for the
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passage of a caravan from Bengal to its capital. I do
noé know what has been the event of it; but I doubt
whether the plan is generally known at the India
House, or if it is, whether it is not regarded as a project
of merg whim or curiosity.

» Yet, unless such expedients are tried and brought

."to effect, and more moderation observed in the calls

upgn Bengal for foreign disbursements, the time will
come when its inhabitants will want money for the in-
terchange of the articles of internal commerce; and
when that happens, the failure of the revenue and in-
vestment will be consequence of it.

o Why this calamity has been so long protracted many
causes may be assigned. The trade of Bengal, not-
withstanding the large share of it which is monopolized
by the Company, and may be termed gratuitous, is

~ still considerable. Its productions and manufactures

are of a high price, and are paid for almost entirely
with money. Two great dfisions of our army have
been subsisted for more than ten years past on two
subsidies paid from the province of Oude, some part
of which has been expended in Bengal. Above
800,0007. in speci¢ have been sent to Bengal, from
Oude, in payment of the stipulations made by the
treaty of Benares in 1773. Large fortunes were made
By individuals of our nation, during more than fifteen
years from the same source, and these were also thrown
into the circulation of Bengal, or into the Company’s
cash, which was the same in its effect.

The capture of Bidjeygur, a fortress belonging to
Cheyt Sing, in 1783, yielded a booty to the officers in
silver and gold to the value of near-400,000/., which
was almost wholly and instantaneously conveyed to the
provinces of Bengal. The province of Benares also
*has since that time contributed a fixed annual revenue
of 400,000/, instead of an wuncertain one, which it
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before paid of 240,000/., and is well able to sp;),re a
large portion of that sum from its own currency, pn
account of the continual resort of wealthy pilgrims
from all parts of India to its capital ; and this has been
so much augmented by late regulations made for that
effect, that the present magistrate of Benares informs
me, in a letter which I received by the Swallow, that in
the course of three years, 2,500 new hougks have been
built in that city. Yet, thisis now the only remaifing
source of supply ; the others were all accidental, except
that of Oude, which is dry, and all that it can nqw
‘afford is the payment of a single brigade, gesiding
within it, and returning a part of its subsidy in ex-
change for the necessaries of daily consumption. ¢

The recapitulation and inferences of the preceding
detail may be reduced to the following propositions :—

1. Bengal has been annually drained of its cur-
rency since British possession of it, by the Company’s
investment, by supplies sent to China, Fort St.
George, and Bombay, and by the remittance of the
fortunes of British subjects to Europe.

2. These drains must be continued in a degree
both for the Company’s investments and for the remit-
tances of the fortunes of individuals. .

3. They may and ought to be diminished by the
forbearance of supplies to China, and the other pre
sidencies, and by laying equitable restrictions on pri-
vate emolument.

4. If Fort St. George and Bombay cannot maintain
their own expenses in time of peace with their own
resources, and furnish besides a profit to the Company,
the nation ought to part with or abandon them.

5. The means of laying equitable restrictions on
private emolument do not consist in multiplying penal
laws, or increasing their rigour at home, but in esta-*
blishing an efficient control in the government abroad
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in affording liberal allowances, in constituting proper
andecompetent offices for checks on contingent ex-
penses, and above all, for the speedy and regular audit
of accounts.

6. Evgry encouragement should be given, and every
expedient adopted, for the enlargement of the existing
trade, for opening new channels of trade with other
count.l'ies, and® for drawing new inhabitants into our
own provinces, which their fertility and security, and
the miserable desolation®of the royal demesnes, would
render at this time an attempt of easy accomplish-
ment.

J- But neither can the improvement of actual re-
sources, nor the creation of new, nor the reformation of
abuses, be made, except by a single, strong, and
despotic hand. The members of a collective govern-
ment are unresponsible : they will all have their claims
to wealth and to remittances, each will have his fa-
voured dependants, for whomse will claim a share in
the emoluments of office, and protect them in the
abuse of it: and the Governor himself, let his integrity
be what it will, will be forced to yield in a degree to
the general torrent, @ he will be assailed and over-
borne*by his associates, and not have a friend or an
instrument #n the service to support or assist him.

I beg your ¥.ordship’s pardon for the lodse and in-
correct state of this address. I have scarce had time to
write it, as it is, and have omitted many facts and
arguments which would have rendered the subject
more complete ; and some which, I fear, will be neces-
sary to illustrate or explain some of the positions of it.
I have the honour tgbe, with the greatest respect and
attachment, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obliged
and most faithful servant. - '

"The following, written about the same time
with the preceding, gives a correct view of the
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writer’s position at the moment, especially as re-
garded his hopes of rest, if not’ of honour. - Mow
misplaced these expectations were, the lapse of a

few weeks sufficed to show. .

To Mr. THOMPSON. ¢

Bath, 19th December, $785.

My dear Thompson,—I wrike at a distance from your
letters, and can neither reply to them, nor inform you
which of them I have received. In all I miss what
has been uppermost in my mind whenever P have re-
ceived them, the news of my old bureau and its cén-
tents. These, as I have already mentioned, consisted
of secret letters and other papers which I have ever
kept concealed from all eyes but my own, and some
valuable portraits, valuable both for their execution,
and their representatiog of old and dear friends. It
used to stand in my own apartment, and was the first
package that I thought of, but by Francis's admirable
care it was sent to the old house, and so either escaped
my recollection afterwards, or requrred to it (ifat all) as
being dismissed to the ship. It is not possible, after
so long a lapse of time, to recover either the bureau or
the things that it contained, if you have not already
and long ago secured them. Yet I must continue to
write my feelings about them till you tell me that they
are safe, or that they are lost for ever.

I cannot write many, nor long letters. This must
serve both for you and Larkins, for in three hours it
must go to the post, or'miss the packet, and in three
hours I have three hundred thing® more to do; things
which stand in the place of obligations, but belong to
no class of duties which morality enjoins, prudence
prescribes. or pleasure recommends. Yet, such as they
are, they are indispensable, and have filled up the great
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void of my life during the last six months of it, and,
vanishing like a mist from my remembrance, have
left the void of greater apparent extent than if they
had never occupied it.

You affd Turner stand where you originally did in
my‘ recommendations, but precluded, first by the spite
of my enemiesy and the indolence or pique of my own
friends concurring, and lastly, by an Act of Parliament
which prohibits all appointments to the service till lists
of the necessary servants are received from India, and
fixed establishments formed upon them. Yet itisa
point whith I will never lose sight of, and am deter-
mihed to accomplish it.

I have described my life as unprofitable. But it has
got been absolutely misspent. 1 had an early occa-’
sion given me to enforce the design of opening the
Bengal treasury for bills to an indefinite amount ; and
to recommend with success sqyne useful principles in
opposition to others that would have done mischief.
I drew up a recital of the three last months of my go-
vernment with a review of the whole period of it inter-
woven with the events of that short interval; and it
has bgen read and studied as arule of conduct by those
whom I wish to think as 1 do. T have drawn up a
segies of arguments in examination of Mr. Pitt’s Act,
and heads for a new one: these I have presented to
the Chancellor, the only man who can make any
useful application of them; and he was, I know not if
he is, disposed to it. These papers are voluminous,
and I have nobody to copy them; but if I can, I will
send copies of them to you, for you and my friends to
read, and see that I' have not grown torpid to the in-
terests of the Company or the rights of its servants.
Agother deed I have done very lately, which has
effected no good, and I wish it may not have done my-
self harm ; I mean, an attempt to prevent the conclusion
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of a weak or wicked agreement with the new French
India Company. The effect has served only to dpen
my eyes on some discoveries which I do not venture to
commit to writing. Two conclusions only I may write,
viz. that the directors have totally lost theif agency,
and that the property of the Company is to be eut ihto
slices, and dealt out for the purchase ofsadvantages to
the general state, and those perhaps ideal. .

My health is but feeble. YetI certainly gain gra-
dual strength, though tardily. My reputation stands
as well as I can wish it, and I see or think I see; the
beloved partner of my life stand as high in the public
estimation, which I prize far beyond my own credit.
She is also improved in health beyond what FI had
‘dared to hope, and I trust will be restored in timg
to a confirmed strength of constitution. As to re-
wards and honours, I have almost given up the ex-
pectation of either, thoggh the wishes of many, and of
many to whom I am personally unknown, are san-
guine- yet in the belief that they are in store and
ready for me. With respect to the former, I have been
informed that they were withhe}d by Mr. Pitt, when
proposed a little before my arrival, on the pleQ that
Mr. Burke having threaténed to bring some criminal
charges against me in the approaching meeting of Par-
liament, it would have been indecent to forestall them.
Whether this man really means what he has threat-
ened, I know not, having heard nothing about him for
many months, nor have I ever made him the subject of
my inquiries.

We have heard of Lord Macartney’s flight to Ben-
gal; butI do notlearn what impression it has made on
those whom it first concerns.

Tell Larkins I have received his letters in (I think)
quintuplicate, and if the next that T receive are in the
same tenor, I am afraid I must offer my service to those
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who will aceept it, and begin the world again. Give
my love to him, and other friends to whom it is due.
I must make an end to this. Mr. Anstey and I are as
much friends as if we had rode round the Calcutta
course *together every day for the last fifteen years.
Are you not glad of this? Muys. Hastings desires me
to assure yow that you have a place in her kindest re-
memabrance, and that she reproaches herself even for
her inability to answer your letters, which however she
will do in time for the next despatches. I cannot omit
to‘mention that I had a very pleasing testimony shown
me by @olonel Gordon and the other officers of the
King’s army returned from India, of their esteem, in an
elegant entertainment provided for me; many of them
,remaining in town, though cager to revisit their fami-
lies and friends, for that express purpose.
Adieu. I am ever, my dear Thompson, your most
affectionate friend.

From the tone of the p;eceding letter, as well
as from certain entries in his diary, which, though
brief, and in themselves unimportant, may be re-
gar(}ed as evidences of the state of his feelings
when they were made, I am led to the conclusion
that there esmisted at this time a settled conviction
on the nmind of Mr. Hastings, that the hour of his
final triumph over all his enemies could not be
very distant. No steps had indeed been taken to
erase from the journals of the House of Commons
the votes of censure which stood there on record
against him. Neither had Mr. Pitt exhibited any
uemarkable zeal in favour of a man to whom, more,
perhaps, than to any other subject of the Crown,
he owed his present place in the councils of his
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sovereign. But if there was apathy in one of the
great political circles, at least the rancour of party
violence appeared tohave subsided in the other, inso-
much, that from the date of the accessioneof the
Tories to power, and the introduction of their famods
India bill in 1784, all mention of Mr. Hastings
and of his supposed delinquencies had, in either -
house of parliament, ceased to be made. On the
other hand, his reception at the India House,'in
the King's palace, and by almost every mémber of
the Cabinet, the prime minister excepted, had bee‘n
such as to evince the best feelings in his favour.,
And finally, the very fact that the discomfited
Whigswereknown to hate him ; that Mr. Burke still
threatened in private, &nd Mr. Fox and M. Grey
joined in his threats,—this circumstance alone was
sufficient to induce a persuasion among Mr.
Hastings and his personal friends, that, even on the
ground of good policy, if by no higher motive swayed,
the Cabinet would to a man support him? - Accorg-
ingly, when, on the 20th of June, a few days after
his arrival'in London, Mr. Burke, just before the
close of the session, gave notice that *if no other
member would undertake the business, he would
himself, at a future day, make a motion respecting
the conduct of a gentleman just returned from
India,” the indication was received not so muc.h
with indifference, as with satisfaction ; because
both Mr. Hastings and his friends looked forward
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with confidence to the opportunity which the
motion would afford, wringing from Parliament, if
not from a higher source, the rewards which the
Governpr-General’s faithful and distinguished ser-
vites had merited, and which had been too long,
and too perversely, withheld.

It® is no business of mine to determine the true
nature of the principle on which Mr. Burke’s
implacable hostility to Mr. Hastings was founded.
The addirers of the great orator assure us, that
hé never acted except from a sense of duty, and
that, whether right or wrong in his views of this par-
ticular matter, they were taken up conscientiously,
and conscientiously adhered to. This may be true ;
for Mr. Burke’s mind seems®to have been so pecu-
liar in its construction, that with him prejudice no
sooner matured itself than it became a principle ;
and he obeyed its impulses with the ardour of one
who feither loves nor hates either men or things,
except in extremes. I am willing to admit, for
example,s that Mr. Burke may have credited the
tales which were told him by the enemies of Mr.
Hastings, and of the East India Company; and
that his original object was, not so much to punish
the crimes of an individual delinquent, as to put
a stop to a system under which such crimes could
be perpetrated. But when the measure of 1783
fell to the ground,—that measure, of which, though
called by Mr. ¥ox’s name, Mr. Burke and the
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late Sir Arthur Pigot were the real authors,—when
the bill was thrown out, which was to have secured
to the Whigs for ever the patronage of British India,
with all the influence which such patronage was cal-
culated to ensure ; when Mr. Burke and his frienfls
not only sustained the loss of place, but*were held up
totheridicule and scorn,over and above, of the whole
nation ; and all these evils were known to have over-
taken them chiefly through the instrumentality of Mr.
Hastings, and the powerful party which shpported
him ; then indeed, the zeal which had heretofore
animated Mr. Burke in favour of justice, or mercy,
or truth in the abstract, merged in a sense of un-
mitigable and deadly rancour towards the indi-
vidual whom he regdtded as the personification
rather than the main support of their opposites. I
believe that Mr. Burke was by far too great a
man to be swayed in a case lske this by the im-
pulses of mere personal feeling. The stories
which were told at the moment concdrning Mr.
Hastings’s neglect of his nephew ; and thethirst for
vengeance which a sense of outraged vanity created,
I therefore hold to be without foundation. But
political loves and political hatreds are to personal
feeling what the hurricane of a tropical climate is
to a gale of wind at our season of the equinox.
Whenever men become the slaves of these, and, no
human being ever was their slave if we may not
predicate the truth of Mr. Burke, they appear to
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lose all power of discriminating between fact and
fiction. Mr. Hastings had defeated the favourite
scheme of Mr. Burke’s whole public life. He
liad dgven Mr. Burke and his party from political
Power ; and Mr. Burke in particular, and his party
party in genteral, devoted themselves to crush their
enefny ; under the persuasion that by convieting
him of the crimes of oppression, and cruelty, and
peculation, they would justify, in the eyes of the
world, the terms of their own India bill, and place
themselves in the light of martyrs to the cause of
justice and humanity.

T oItis by no means impossible, had Mr. Hastings
been content to drop quietly into the shade of
private life, but that the plirty which desired his
ruin, and so long laboured to bring it about, would
have abstained altogether from attacking him.
They knew that hedad many and influential friends
in &ery circle of society; and they might have
shrunk from the prospect of engaging in a struggle,
the issue of which was, to say the least of it,
doubtful. But neither now, nor at any former
period, was Mr. Hastings disposed to avail himself
of the political cowardice of his enemies. He felt
that he had deserved high rewards from his King
and country; he was not willing to compromise
these for the mere absence of censure. He there-
fore encouraged his friends to press the subject

.
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forward ; and to win for him, at all hazards, the
justice which the House of Commons appeared
reluctant voluntarily to award. Accordingly, when
parliament met again in 1786, on the vesy first
day of the Session, and on the first opportunit}
that presented itself, Major Scott reminded Mr.
Burke of the notice which he had given in *the
preceding June, and desired that he would name
an early day for acting upon it. Mr. Burk®’s
reply is well known; and deserves all the praise,
on the score of wit, which his admirers have heaped
upon it ; yet it seemed to indicate, even in him, a
reluctance to proceed. For Mr. Burke stood well
nigh alone at this juncture, in the desire to prose-
cute, of which the inekpediency had been warmly
pressed upon him a day or two previously at a
great meeting of the Whigs at the house of the
Duke of Portland. Nevertheless, Mr. Burke felt
that his own character was at stake, and he se® the
advice of his associates at defiance., The conse-
quence was, that on the 17th of February, he
caused the vote of censure which had been passed
on Mr. Hastings in 1782 to be read, and then
moved, in a committee of the whole house, « for a
copy of the correspondence which had passed
between Warren Hastings, Esq., late Governor-
general of Bengal, and the Court of Directors gf
the Honourable East India Company, between
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Ja.nuary, 1785, and January, 1786,” including,

of course, the letters written on both sides, subse-

quently to the return to England of the Governor-
enerdl.

From this date, the trial of Warren Hastings
may, in strict propriety of speech, be said to have
begun. A warm debate undoubtedly followed, in
which some members of the Government took
pz.n't; fand the motion was resisted, among others,
by Mr. Dundas, whom Mr. Pitt, as in duty bound,
supported. But Mr. Burke was opposed, not
upon the high ground of Mr. Hastings’s eminent
services, and of the benefits which had accrued from
them to the Company and the nation, but on a
point of form; which, as Far as the subject of the
debate was concerned, might as well have been
waved. Neither Mr. Hastings nor his personal
adherents ever erftertained the slightest objection
to the preduction of any papers which might tend
to throw light upon his character or sentiments.
Still, though the public, or at least that portion of
it which was already disposed to view with favour
the conduct of the late Governor-general, expe-
rienced and expressed a great deal of disappoint-
ment at the tone which the minister had assumed,
the Governor’s personal friends persisted in be-
olieving, that when matters came to a crisis Mr.
Pitt would not desert them. The following letter,
written in part by Mr. Hastings’s dictation, sets



278 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

the matter in a sufficiently clear point of vie\y;
and I therefore insert it.

To Mr. THOMPSON. ¢
N

London, 25th February, 1786.
My dear Thompson,—The governor beirfg so hurried

as not to be able to write you in the manner he wishes,
desires me to do it for him. He says that since his ar-
rival in England, he has purposely, for various con51

derations, kept himself aloof from the Court of Direc-
tors, and indeed he has not received that attention
from them which he certainly merits, therefore hat
not had satisfactorily the acquaintance with their pro-
ceedings which he could desire. He further observes
that the decease of his worthy friend Mr. Sulivan has
widened the distance between him and the Court, and
its occurrence at the present crisis is peculiarly unfor-
tunate. .However, he still enjoys opportunities of
having gratuitous information though unsought by
him. Mrs. Hastings is making up the papers which
will convey to you information of Mr. Burke’s progress
in his attempt to substantiate the charges he hag so
long boasted to bring against our friend. You must
not however regard the statement of Mr. Pitt’s and M
Dundas’s speeches as fairly given, for they by momeans
spoke of our friend with such'cool and sparing appro-
bation as the paper describes. On the contrary (I was
one day in the House myself), they both expressed the
warmest applause of his conduct, and boldly declared
their opinion, that, instead of censure, he merited
praise and honourable rewards from his country as the
man, who, beyond all doubt, had by his exertions alone,
preserved to her her possessions in the East. Even®
Mr. Burke seems to have receded from his usual vio-
lence, seeing, no doubt, the airy dagger of his gloomy
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imagination fly from his grasp at the instant when he
means to cluteh it. Instead of eriminal, he now scems
to dwell most on charges of political error, and it is
the gencral opinion that numerous as the motions are
for papers, no criminal charge will be found in the
Mouse on their examining the papers called for, but
rather that the perusal will open the mind of every
mewber, who is not determinately set against convie-
tion; and ] believe persons of that description are now
very few. It is lucky for our friend’s cause that such
pdpers are called for, as he will now have an opportu-
nity of diis conduct being judged of from the best evi-
dence, his own correspondence showing the real senti-
ments of his heart unprepared for defence, against the

. attacks of an cnemy, and which he could not have
brought to public notice himself without a charge of
ostentation. I have no doubt but that numbers of the
opposition, when they shall thus see Mr. Hastings as
he really is, will be ashamed and sorry for having so
long been blind to his merit, and be ready to repair
the injury by joining in his exculpation. Mr. Burke
has not yet made any specific charge, and it is thought
that he will not be able to form any that will meet the
app’robation of the House. On Tuesday the business
gomes on, and Mr. B. will then be pushed to make
his charge. Thus the business stands at present, but
be of good heart, and let not thy noble courage be
cast down, for the clouds of error are dispersing, and
truth must appear. Your ever affectionate friend.

To the same.

My dear Thompson,—Y ou must yourself forgive me,
and excuse me to my other friends, for I cannot write.
*Read all the preceding as mine, except my own
praises. owis tienil B

I sent you a long letter, and list of commissions by
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a late packet, I hope not the Halswell's. I cannot
now repeat them, but request your particular attenfion
to the following, viz.: —

To procure two large tiger skins, and six pairs of
sheets of the breadth of a bed, I forget whethet of the
Massulipatam, or Vizagapatam manufactule not to
be very fine, but a degree above ordinary. Let these
commissions be expressed to be for the Comte de
Haganeck, the imperial ambassador, lest I should forget
it. I haye promised the speedy execution of this com-
mission, and owe it for his civilities.

Captain Ley has promised to take charge of a horse
for me. Procure a good one for me, if you can; on®
equal to Sulliman. It is for Mys. Hastings, who
cagnot get one fit for herself in England. (My.,
Arabian is in amazing health, spirits, and beauty.)
Be kind to Captain Ley and introduce him to all my
friends. He is a worthyggentleman; so is Mr. Caru-
thers, his chief mate, and Mr. Lindsay, who is gone in
a former ship. Seck him and be kind to him for my
sake.

Mrs. Hastings grieves that she cannot write, but
charges me to say cverything kind for her. Sh¢ is
pretty well, but not so well as I wish.

Your friends in the Crescent were gll In perfect
health last month. Adieu, Yours, ever affectionately.

The debate of the 17th had turned entirely upon
this one point, namely, whether Mr. Burke was
justified in calling for papers, no specific charges
having been brought against Mr. Hastings; or
whether the forms of the House did not require
that the accuser should first of all state his case ;e
and then ask for the production of documents by
which it might be supported. The House de-
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cided that the latter was the more becoming
course, and Mr. Burke in consequence requested
and obtained time to arrange his materials.

On the 3rd of March, however, and again on
the 6th, and 17th of April, the question was in
some sort reopened by a demand for papers ex-
planatory of the negociations which had ended in
the late peace with the Mahrattas. Buat Mr. Pitt
app.ears not yet to have made up his mind as to the
tope which it would be becoming or convenient for
him to assume, in the threatened discussion. He
therefore resisted this motion as he had done the '
last, on the broad and general ground of inexpe-@
diency; and his party acting as it is the custom of
parties to” act in like cases, Mr. Burke’s propo-
sition was a second time negatived by a large
majority. S

Nothing daunted® by these repulses, which, to
say the truth, were as little calenlated to restrain
the enemies, as to encoutage the friends of the
accused, Mr. Burke applied himself to the task of
moulding his case into form ; and on the 4th of
April brought forward eleven out of the two and
twenty charges, on which he proposed, and ulti-
mately succeeded, in grounding an impeachment.
In the preparation of these charges it is now uni-
versally admitted, that he was largely assisted by
Mr. Francis. “ The charges brought forward by
Mr. Burke against Mr. Hastings,” says one who,
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whatever might be the perversion of his views on
other points, was in this respeet very accura‘tely
instructed,* < were on those subjects which had
been matter of discussion between Mr. sFrancis
and Mr. Hastings, while the former gentlem?m
was in India ; the impeachment of Mr. Hastings
was therefore a continuation of Mr. Francis’s op-
position to Mr. Hastings’s government. All the
materials for twenty-two charges brought forward
by Mr. Burke were furnished by Mr. Fr'amcis.”.I ‘
believe that this is true, neither am1I at all disposed
to doubt that Mr. Franeis,  in whose characteg
strong resentment was a leading feature,” aimed
at little more, while supplying these materials,
than the gratification ¥ a personal revenge. But,
as I have already said, we are bound to take higher
ground, while attributing motives to Mr. Burke.
His hatred was that of a thwasted politician, who
has reasoned himself into a belief that he ¥ the
champion of abstract truth, at the vety moment
when he is but the representative of a faction. Ac-
cordingly his whole bearing, both on the 4th of
April and subsequently, was that of one who
believes what he is asserting. He inveighed
against Mr. Hastings as a very monster among
his kind, and made no secret of the desire with
which he burned, to crush him. The reader, who
is by this time familiar with the whole tenour of

* See Nicholl’s Recollections.
-
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Mr. H astings’s administration, and from whom not
so much as one thought in that great man’s mind
while presiding over the destinies of India has been
kept seeret, will judge of the reasonableness of
this feeling by instituting for himself a com-
parison between facts, as they have elsewhere been
stated, and the following epitome of the eleven
first and gravest of the twenty-two charges which
his énemies in Parliament brought against&im.
1 copy what is subjoined from the introduction to
the history of the trial, which was published in
1796. On the 4th of April then, Mr. Hastings
was charged—

I. With gross injustice, cruelty, and treachery
against the faith of natiorfs, i hiring British sol-
diers for the purpose of extirpating the innocent
and helpless people who inhabited the Rohillas.

II. With using the authority delegated to him
through the East India Company for treating the
Kipg, Shaw Allum, Emperor of Hindostan, or
otherwises the Great Mogul, with the greatest
cruelty, in bereaving him of considerable territory,
and withholding forcibly that tribute of twenty-six
laes of rupees which the Company engaged to pay
asan annual tribute or compensation for their hold-
ing in his name the duannee of the rich and valualle
prgvinces of Bengal, and Bahar, and Orissa. o

II1. With various instances of extortion, and
other deeds of mal-administration against the
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Rajah of Benares. This article consisted of three
different parts, in each of which Mr. Hastings
was charged with a series of the most wanton op-
pressions and cruelties. He gave in pafers con-
cerning the rights of the Rajah, his expulsion,
and the sundry revolutions which had been effected
by the British influence under the ‘control of the
late Governor-general, in the zemindarry.

I?®. With the numerous and 1nsuPp01t‘1ble
hardships to which the royal family of Oude Rad
been reduced, in consequence of their connexion
with the Supreme Couneil. .

V. With having, by no less than six revolu-
tions, brought the feztlle and beautiful provinces
of Fauuckabad toa state of the most deplorable
ruin,

VI. With impoverishing and depopulating the
whole country of Oude, and re¢hdering that country,
which was once a garden, an uninhabited desert.

VII. With a wanton, and unjust and pernicious
exercise of his powers, and the great situation of
trust which he occupied in India, in overturning
the ancient establishments of the country, and ex-
tending an undue influence, by conniving at ex-
travagant contracts, and appointing inordinate
salaries.

¥III. With receiving money against the orders
of the Company, the Act of Parliament, and his
own secret engagements; and applying that
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money to purposes totally improper and unauthor-
ized. - ‘ . =

IX. With having resigned by proxy for the
obviousepurpose of retaining his situation, and
de;lying that deed in person, in direct opposition
to all those pdwers under which he acted.

X! With treachery to Muzuftir Jung, who had
been placed under his guardianship.

XI. With enormous extravagance and bribery
in various contracts, with a view to enrich his de-
pe.ndants and favourites.

., Ofthe events which immediately followed the
production of these articles, as well as the discus-
sion of others which Mr. Burke brought forward
in the course of the week, n®ither the space at my
command, nor my own inclinations, permit me to
take any notice. Enough is done when I state that
Mr. Burke was listened to generally with silence ;
till oh the 26th Mr. Hastings petitioned, through
Major Sedtt, to be supplied with a copy of the
charges, and to be heard in his own defence at the
bar of the House. This petition gave rise to a
sharp debate, for though Mr. Burke affected the
extreme of liberality, he was not willing either to
furnish the paper required, or that, in the present
stage of the business, Hastings should be per-
ngitted to speak for himself. But both points.were
carried againsthim. A majority of sixty, in which
Mr. Pitt was again included, determined that Mr.,
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Hastings’s desire should be acceded to, and the
Ist of May was selected as the day on which the
House would be prepared to hear him. Mr.
Hastings felt that the interval was by far teo brief,
and has made an entry to this effect in his journal.
“1 had but five incomplete days,” Says he, “to
reply to a volume that could not be read in less
than two.” Yet he applied himself to the task
with all the powers of his vigorous mind, and” he
entirely accomplished it. The following, to his
friend Mr. Thompson, will best explain how he
felt, and what he did on the occasion.

London, 20th May, 1786.

My dear Thompson,—I had only time for a short
letter to Larkins by the® Swallow, which was general
for the information of all my friends. Yesterday I re-
ceived a short and hasty letter from you by the Rodney,
dated the 11th January. I expect more by the same
despatch ; two more boxes not baing arrived, nor have
I any letter yet from Palmer, and ‘only one shor one
from Larkins. I look in vain for some tidings of my
private bureau, but neither of your letters have et
mentioned a syllable about it ; yet, surely, yofi had long
ago received my first letters concerning it.

This will be carried by Mr. Willis, who sets off to-
morrow for India by the way of Bussora, and has pro-
mised to take charge of a book of Mr, Burke’s articles
of impeachment and another of my defence. Shore
has a part of the last; but you will now have it com-
plete. It has produced an effect exceeding my most
sanguine hopes. The publication of the chargés
(nothing appearing in opposition to them) had begun
to impress the minds of all men with an opinion
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against me, and Mr. Fox exultingly said so to the
Homse. Such is popular judgment! The world knew
the character of my accuser, and had seen nothing but
his accusations. It knew that something could be said
on the ether side; yet decided on the accusation only
béfore it. In a happy hour, and by a blessed inspira-
tion, I resolved to try the effect of a petition to be heard
in pgrson. Against my expectation it was granted;
and everybody came to ask me why I had done so im-
prudent a thing. Some called it rash, others mad, and
allsmen condemned it—all but my great friend the
Chancellpr. 1 had but five days granted me to defend
myself against sixteen historical libels, to which three
more were added, and other two, before the second
day of my appearance. On the 25th of last month

ajor Scott presented my petition, and it was granted,
the next Monday (the 1st May) being appointed for
my appearance at the bar of the House On the 1st I
attended, and was called in a quarte1 before four. I
read the three first parts of my defence, Markham and
the two clerks of the House the rest till half-past ten,
when T was dismissed. The next evening I read the
rest. 1 was heard with an attention unusual in that
asserﬁbly, and with the most desirable effect ; for it in-
stantly turhed all minds to my own way; and the
ground which'I then gained I stiil retain complete
possession of. When I had finished the reading, I
prayed for leave to lay my minutes (. ¢. the defence)
on the table. It was granted; and they became re-
cords of the House. A motion was made by Scott
that they should be printed, and that too was agreed
to; both unanimously. Sir Robert Barker, the same
evening (for I was dismissed by seven), examined as a
witness, and Colonel Champion and C. Marrack the next
day. On the 5th Mr. Burke desired leave to bring on
another char ge, declared the last ; it was admitted. Thxs
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was the twenty-second. I forget when it was presented.
I reccived a copy of it on the afternoon of the 8th, and
the same day petitioned to be heard to this. Iwas or-
dered to attend on the 10th. With some difficulty I was
ready in time; and am happy that, stinted a I was,
and indeed most dreadfully, in time, I did not demand
an extension of it for any part of the defence, though
the most unreasonable allowance had been asked, and
taken for framing the charge, when all the documents
had been prepared. I attended, presented my defence,
but was excused reading it; for I was fearfule of
wearying my hearers. This has been the cloge of my
labours. Since that Captain Jaques, Major Balfoy,
Messrs. Gardiner and Gilpin, and Mr. Middleton have
been examined. Middleton’s evidence is not yet con-
cluded. If Mr. Burke calls no more, Captain Wil”
liams and Colonel Popham will be called by my friends,
though they too are the prosecutor’s evidences. None
are summoned on my pdrt. Part of the next week will
be given to the examination; and the 30th is fixed
for debating the first question upon the first charge,
viz. that the Rohilla war was a high crime and misde-
meanor. It has been agreed to®take the opinion of
the House in the same manner separately on each
article; but Mr. Burke said, he should censider the
judgment of the House on the first as *decisive of all
the rest. 'This may shorten the process. But it is
impossible to say that it will ; for nothing can be more
irregular than all the past. I dread the fate of the
next unhappy victim whom this precedent may doom
to the same scene of iniquity; for the purest integrity
alone can stand it. In all this long scene, now ex-
ceeding three months, I have undergone only twelve
or fourteen days of personal labour; and I have no
reason to complain of much suffering, as it has never
affected either my health or spirits, nor (except a few
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days of the publication of the charges), my credit
wigh the public; which, I believe, now stands higher
by many degrees than it ever did. I have now, too, a
well-grounded hope that a short period will bring the
whole tp a conclusion ; I mean in the House of Com-
mons, This is the summary of the business of the
last three months. The detailed history would fill
volumes, and much of these as portentous as in-
siructive. They have destroyed the energy of their
governments abroad, and are precipitating their own
destruction.

I'havg not visited any of the ministers since the
pyosecution began. I have not been at the levee nor

rawing-room. I have not desired the attendance of
a single member. I have broken engagements which
*were officiously, but kindly, made to bring me ac-
quainted with members of the House. I have dis-
dained every species of management. I have acted
against all that the word Calls discretion. Every
artifice of a man who has long thrown away the check
of shame has been practised against me. Yet, my
friend, I promise you that he will be most foully dis-
comfited, and my nate shall shine the brighter for the
meafts which have been taken to extinguish it.

I thank«God I am not wholly useless beyond my
ovn little sphere, nor inattentive to the scene of my
past service; but I cannot enumerate particulars. I
have some reason to believe, and I hope it was so, that
my known estcem for Shore contributed to the choice
made of him for his present office. It is the best thing
done for India for these many years. Lord Cornwallis
goes with good dispositions, and a fair and honourable
character and gentle deportment. I have not been
able to serve Davies. I early applied to Mr. Sulivan;
but unfortunately he had already obtained the pro-

VOL. III . ... .U
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mises of his friends for the gentleman of that name
who is now at Madras. But the Board of Control das
opposed his appointment, and Davies will of course
retain his post till the arrival of the ships of the next
season. In the mean time, if I can find a fair eccasion
to promote his appointment to it, I will. At preseat
it is too delicate a point to meddle with, as the two
bodies are at variance about the Directors’ app.oint-
ment.

Remember my commissions, viz. the two tiger skins,
and six pair of Massulipatam sheets, for Comte
Haganeck; and the horse, shawl goats, ang Bootan
turnip-seed for myself. Remember, too, to inquire fgr,
and to send my ivory cot. I have received the cinna-
mon seed. )

But, above all, recover and send me the contents of
my bureau. I also request you to send me the re-
mainder of my papers. I miss many of the most
valuable, and almost all%he consultations, except those
which were bought from Sir J. Clavering.

I have corrected a part of the defence. You must
correct for yourself the errors which remain. Let all
my friends read it. .

I am yet unsettled, not having been able to fix ipon
a tempprary place of retirement in the country. Indeed
I cannot yet go far from town. Mus*Hastings, who
glways mentions you with affection, is well, tflough not

- of such firm health as I could wish. I gain health,
though but slowly; but no wonder. I have not time
even for the society of my dear Arab, who is in fine
health and spirits; but I cannot get a horse for Mrs.
Hastings. If you succeed in procuring one for the
Barrington, it will probably arrive before we shall have
met with one of English breed; and it will lengthen
her life, and with it mine. There is a spur for your
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exertions. When Shore arrives, remind him of my
application to the Board for Mrs. Hastings's banyan,
Etwarree, and Xulleem o’ Deen.

Deliver the enclosed yourself to Lord Cornwallis. 1
intended to have written it by the Swallow; but his
Lordship went away the 29th, and I was then in the
midst of my defence, which prevented me. I have cut
off the first charges, and sent you only the six last, to
save package. The former you will have in abundance
by the Swallow and other ships.

"Fell Colonel Pearce I cannot write to him ; but that
I will labeur for him as effectually as for myself when
I &ave got through my present impeachment. I have
spoken and written of him to Lord Cornwallis. Adieu,
my dear Thompson, yours ever affectionately.

Mrs. Hastings desires me to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your letter, and to inform you that the
Begum's ivory chairs are of wgry great value, not of
little, as you seem to estimate them She requests
that you will present her respects to the Begum (and
mine, pray), and desire that she will not order any
velvet or other worked seat to the chairs, as they will
make the whole seizable by the custom-house officers.
She also begs that they may be sent by a ship that
will swim.

Tell Pakner that I have received his letter ; ; but that I
have not received a line from the Nabob Vizier, Hyder
Beg, nor the Prince, not since I arrived in England.

Neither have 1 received the recovered letter, or
any other from Nizam Ally Cawn; nor any from
Moodajee.

I have not written to Palmer, because I expected
him in England. T am at this instant pressed to the
last moment, as Willis lives in the city, and goes away
this evening. Be kind to him.

The peculiar phraseology of the precedinmdetter
U2
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seems to indicate, that Mr. Hastings was not at
this time so sanguine as many of his friends totich-
ing the final issue of the inquiry which had just been
opened. They, drawing their conclusioms from
the tone assumed by Mr, Pitt in the first debate,
anticipated his steady co-operation, ahd that of the
other members of the Government, in all their future
proceedings. And when Mr. Pitt again joined
them in their attack on the first eharge, by voting
that the Governor-general, for his condutt in the
Rohilla war, was not deserving of censure; tﬂey
no longer hesitated to declare in all quarters that
the ball was at their foot. But Mr. Hastings was
a great deal more sober in the view which he took
of affairs; andy as th® event proved, a great deal
nearer the truth, Neither the vote of the minister
on the Rohilla charge, nor his request that' Mr.
Hastings would furnish him avith a correct view
of the nature of a zemindarry tenure, sufficed for
a moment to mislead that able Po]i‘tician. He
drew up with great care such a paper as Mr. Pitt
required ; and sent it to him on the 8th of June.
Yet he did so with a strong impression on his
mind that Mr. Pitt would sooner or later desert
him; and the event proved, and very shortly too,
that Mr. Hastings's view of the case was the
right one. .
On the 13th of June the Benares charge was
opelgl by Mr. Fox in a speech full of malignity
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towards Mr. Hastings; whom hé‘”yz.u/:‘cused of
violating every law both of national and individual
faith, The friends of Mr. Hastmos expected that
M. Pltt to whom the merits of the case were
known, would defend the accused on the obvious
ground that Le was justified in every step that he
had taken. And so far the minister fulfilled these
expectations, that he scouted the notion of Cheyt
Sing’s independence, while he vindicated the right
ofthe Bengal Government to demand from its vassal
additional suppliesduring aseason of great difficulty.
Yet, strange to say, Mr. Pitt summed up by avow-
ing his intention of voting for the impeachment, be-
cause the fine which Mr. Hagtings had proposed to
exact from the refractory vassal, was out of all pro-
portion to the weight of the offence. < When the
Benares charge,” says an eye-witness, ¢ was argued
in thg House of Commons, Mr. Fox rested his
argument golely on this principle, that Cheyt
Sihg was an ‘independent prince, no way liable
to be called on for succour by the Bengal Govern-
ment. Mr. Pitt resisted this opinion of Mr. Fox.
On the contrary, he said, Cheyt Sing was a vassal
of the Bengal empire, and as he received protec-
tion from that empire, he owed to it allegiance ;
and in consequence of that duty of allegiance, was
litble to be called on for extraordinary aids on
extraordinary emergencies. He also assented to
an assertion which had been advanced in the
course of the debate, viz. that Mr. Hastings having -~
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only put Cheyt Sing under arrest for the purpose
of subjecting his conduct to examination, could
not be eriminated for having inflicted too harsh
a punishment on him. But he said « that the
whole of Mr. Hastings’s conduct showed that he
intended to punish Cheyt Sing with too guch
severity ; this intention was criminal, and for this
criminal intention he should, though with extrgme
reluctance, vote for the impeachment jof Mr.
Hastings.” .
I have no language in which to describe the
surprise and disappointment, and in many ine
stances the indignation, with which the announce-
ment of this proceedipg on the part of Mr. Pitt
was greeted. The personal friends of Mr. Hast-
ings were of course furious in the extreme. They
asserted that they were betrayed ; inveighed against
the minister for deceiving theln, and appealed to
the country, through the medium of'.the press,
against so foul a conspiracy. Neither were the
members of the Cabinet itself unanimous in sup-
porting its chief, either in the act which he had
perpetrated, or the grounds on which he rested it.
Lord Thurlow, in particular, openly denounced.
them both, making use, among other expressions,
of this, that “«if a girl had talked law in such
terms, she would have been without excuse.” M.
Hastings alone received the announcement of the
minister’s defection without dismay. The follow-
ing, to Mr. Thompson, gives so faithful a picture of
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his, mind under the circumstances, that I cannot
think of withholding.it.

. Baselden Park, 18th July, 1786.

* My dear Thompson,—I just learn that I am almost
too late to wsite to India by the Intelligence, which is
to bg despatched the day after to-morrow, and I am at
too great a distance from my letters to write from
them. Yours, indeed, are not on subjects which re-
quirereply. By the King George, the last ship, I have
only ong short letter from you. This seemed to pro-
mise a speedy termination of Ganga Govin Sing’s
vexations, and I trust that Y.ord Cornwallis’s arrival
will finally close them, and that justice will be done to

*his merits and abilities. You will hear from others
what justice I have received. With ministry and op-
position both united against me, I have been declared
guilty of a high crime and mi¥demeanor in having in-
tended to exact a fine too large for the offence, the
offence being admitted to merit a fine, from Cheyt Sing.
This has given consequence to my accuser, who was
sinking into infamy*and had every reason to expect
punishment for the baseness and falsehoods of his
charges against me. It is new to me to see a criminal
prosecution hdng over'a man’s head the length of a
Chancery suit in a land where the laws will not permit
the jury to sleep over a trial for murder. ‘What, or in
what manner, the next proceedings are to be carried
on against me I know not; nor can I take any mea-
sures whatever to direct them to a favourable issue.
They will take their own course. Hitherto neither my
credit nor character has suffered by the last vote,—no
not, I believe, in the opinion of an individual. I have
not solicited, nor will I, the interest of a single member
of the House, and after what has passed am indifferent
about the issue, provided only that it be speedy. It

2o



206  MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

hurts me, I own, to be tried by judges who vote with
their party in a judicial, as they do in a political
question, and people talk of it as a thing of course. In
the meantime, my prosecutors (for they are mapy, and
they are also my judges) fill the papers with the most
wicked lies to inflame the public against me, and my
friends tell me that T must not give myself any concern
about them; yet everybody believes every calumily so
uttered, if they do not affect themselves, their friends,
or party connexions.

The worst effect of this business is, that it kceps me
at a distance from all men in business, and prevents
me from attempting to do the good which I think ¥
could do. I see nobody, but in the character of a mere
idler ; yet T have not been absolutely idle, nor unuse-*
fully busy. However this affair may end, I see in this,
and in two others not very unlike it, strong symptoms
of decline in the power of this empire.

I have bought a very pleasant little estate of ninety-
one acres in Old Windsor, called Beaumont Lodge, a
modus agrz' non ita magnus, hortus ubi, §c., exactly
answering Horace’s wish; and if d live in England, I
may probably end my days upon it; for I see nothmg
in England that I like so much. Mrs. Haséings is in
health much as she has been; if anything, better sincé
we came to Beaumont Lodge. We are much irtterested
in the success of our haymaking, which has been pro-
digious, and never feel a tendency to be out of humour
or spirits, but when we look towards London. Tell
my friends that I am well, and remember them affec-
tionately.

Whether life be long or short, it is wise to provide for
its most distant wants. I therefore remind you of wy
commissions. Tell Turner that I thank him heartily®
for sending me the shawl goats; but I have not yet
received them ; and am told they are all dead. Two
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of Lord North’s are arrived ; yet let him continue to
send others, and not forget the turnip seeds. Any
other from Bootan would grow in England. I beg of
you to send me sceds of the lichen, of both sorts; the
custard apple; and, if possible, the mango, with such
others as may have a chance of succeeding. I will
" make up a little collection for you.

It %pains me to recur to the subject of my bureau. I
have not yet received any intelligence from you or
Lagkins about it. Yon cannot conceive my anxiety
about it.’ Adieu. Your ever affectionate friend.

oI shall have an opportunity of showing, by and
bye, that Mr. Hastings, when he spoke of himself
as thrown aside like a worn-out habit, wholly mis-
took his position. The world is apt enough to
turn its back upon a great man in adversity.
Neither did the world ever behave too well to
him. Nevertheless, his talents and acquirements
were throughout appreciated as they deserved to
be iy the highest q’uarters; and more than one ap-
peal was giade to both in a way which could not
fail to gratify, even though it brought no more
solid benefit on their owner. As yet, however, his
attention was occupied mainly in the conduct of
his own defence. For he felt that the defection
of the minister from the ranks of his supporters
had so far changed the aspect of his affairs that
he must thenceforth look only to the abstract jus-
fice of his cause, not to the good offices of either
of the great parties into which the political world
was divided. He therefore applied himself more
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than ever to the task of dealing with the subject
so that it might be rendered intelligible to the
thinking classes of his countrymen as well with-
out as within the walls of Parliament. The fo]-
lowing, addressed to his old friend Mr. David
Anderson, seems to me well worthy of insergion.
Though referring chiefly to a pamphlet whlch one
of the many volunteers in his defence proposed to
compile, and concerning which Mr. Andér.son had
been consulted, it gives, at the same time, such @
clear summary of the chief events of his govern-
ment and of the principle on which it was car-~
ried out, that crude and undigested as the style
may be, I cannot bnng myself to suppress it.
Even the self-praise, of which the writer is evi-
dently ashamed, and which he certainly never
meant for other eyes than those of his correspond-
ent, could not have proceeded except from one
whose conscience assured him that it was merited.
I will not, therefore, presume to draw my pen
through it, confident that it cannot tell, in the
judgment of any right-minded person, against
either the good sense or the modesty of the
writer.
To Mr. ANDERsON.
Beaumont Lodge, 13th September, 1786.

My dear Anderson,—I wrote and despatched g
short letter to you yesterday, merely to acknowledge
the receipt of yours of the Ist, as you would be anxious
to hear of its safe arrival. I am much pleased with
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My. s reflections on the past mode of proceedings.
He might have added to them, that by joining in one
charge such a variety of distinct and heterogeneous
matter, some of which was criminal, some doubtful,
wuch of it perfectly innocent, and all involved in
obscurity, and devoid of applied or express evidence,
and putting’ the whole to one vote, it was impossible
that® the members, even if they were disposed to it,
should give just sentence; because one thinking one
paint impeachable, another another, and all inclining
to the belief that of course some part of the dirt, where
so much’ was thrown, must adhere,—the majority could
ot avoid giving judgment for the impeachment, though
on each point the same majority would acquit me. But
ewhen to this is added that one body is conjuratum
against me, and another equally ready to join the
caprice of the minister, the purest integrity has no
security. When I appeared before the House in my
defence, I declared my readiness to stand or fall by
each charge, and protested against an acquittal pro-
duced by a gencral comparison of my good with my
blameworthy actionss But I did then expect that the
question upon each charge would be simple, that is,
that it woyld involve but one position, and that either
the leading one, or one following and dependent on
another %lready decided. For instance:—“Was Mr.
Hastings warranted in exacting from Cheyt Sing an
additional subsidy for the extraordinary exigencies of
the war?” To this every man who knew but little of
the subject could reply Yea or No. The question fol-
lowing it wouldgbe :—“Was Mr. Hastings warranted
in exaeting a fine from Cheyt Sing for his refusal ?”
This also admits of an easy answer. If given in the
fffirmative, Mr. Pitt might ask, “Was mnot fifty lacs
too much?” And this woyld be rejected by its ab-
surdity, for the same question must have been repeated



300 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

with a progressive diminution of the sum, till it showld
exactly hit the sense of the majority; and all the
lawyers would condemn the question in the terms of
it, as being contrary to all law, and incapable of, being
reducible to any determined rate by law. But to ash
a mob of giddy and uninformed men, is Mr. Hastings
impeachable for having < paired his nails, shaved his
beard, put on two stockings not fellows, got drunk® on
the King’s birthday, eat bad rice instead of wholesome
flour, and entertained a treasonable design againgt

Cheyt Sing, &c.,” including five hundred affirmations,
some of which were true, but innocent; some’blame-
worthy on a good principle; some wrong, but of nd
consequence ; some right, but applied to wrong con-
struction ; and many strictly right and most merito- ¢
rious, but contrary to a false, wicked, or dangerous
principle which Mr. Burke would establish in the stead
of mine ;—what is this bfit to punish me because the
House of Commons cannot solve his enigmas?

In such a confugion prepared against me, I am
willing to get rid of such a tribunal at any rate ; though
I think that the House will get aslittle credit by the
mode proposed for dismissing the inquiry, as they kave
in their past conduct of it, or in enteringeupon it at
all. But in this T have no concern. I# is their con*
cern, not mine. For I shall never admit the *effect of
any vote that they can give, as either conveying real
credit or dishonour on my character.

I am upon the whole much pleased with what I
understand of the proposed plan, and greatly obliged
to you for your assent to the request made to you
respecting it. But in this also you will meet with the
same difficulties that have discouraged your fiiend,
from the incapacity of the House of Commons to ac
in a judicial character ewen in the arrangement o
materials provided for their information. Every docu-
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ment that he or you can want is before the House, and
comprised in the numerous folio volumes which have
been printed on India affairs, but so mixed and dis-
persed that it would take an age to find them out and
give them connexion. I will try what I can do when
I go to town, with the aid of Mr. Scott, who alone can
give me aid.of this kind. In the mean time the fol-
lowjng are the points which will best deserve to be put
forward in such a display.

Mr. Hastings found the government of Bengal, to
which he succeeded in April, 1772, ineflicient, in debt
one and a half crores, and without resources. He con-
stituted offices, all now extant being of his formation.
He divided the departments of the Council. He
brought the revenues from the charge of two provincial
* Councils, which kept the knowledge of them from the
superior Board. to Calcutta; instituted new courts of
civil and criminal justice, dlstrlbuted at due distances

®ver the province, with supemm courts placed over them,
the Board presiding over one of the last, and himself
singly over the other. He and his Council, with great
labour, réduced the expenses of every department and
formed a complete® system of economical establish-
menits. He rigidly obeyed the orders of the Court of
Directors *in revoking the authority and annihilating
the inflyence “of Mahmud Reza Cawn, for which he
received their thanks, and the persecution of the same
men united to support Mahmud Reza Cawn against
him. He reformed and arranged the Nabob’s house-
hold and expenditure. He first converted the funds
of salt and opium from private emolument to the profit
of the Company. The first of these was afterwards
taken out of the hands of the Board by the Court,
And given to the Board of Trade, where it declined to
such a degree as to become a charge to the Company.
He proposed its resumption; and lastly, having freed
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the management of it from the intricacies of its former
varied tenures, he, on his own responsibility, #nd
against the judgment of his colleagues, reduced it to a
simple and easy system, yielding a yearly and unfailing
net produce of fifty lacs (half a million sterlitig) for
ever, not only without oppression, but by means whlch
facilitated and equalized the circulation of the neces-
saries of life, and gave bread besxdes to thousands in
its commercial progress.

He freed the provinces from the yearly incursions of
the Seniassies, who never failed to visit them before
his time, and from the second year of his accession
have abandoned them entirely. ‘ )

He received the thanks of the whole body of the
Directors for the first acts of his government ; and re-
ceived the reproaches of the same body, under exactly
the same signatures, as soon as the new Council pro-
claimed themselves his egpemies.

In June, 1773, he left Calcutta with less than 50,000
rupees in the treasury, and after means unsuccess-
fully tried to borrow money. In September he re-
turned with twenty lacs in specie, and with thirty more
in actual receipt, with an annual’fund established of
twenty-five lacs more in the establishment of the a.lm)
subs1dy "This sum he settled for the army; ¥ whenevey
it should be wanted, for the support of our,ally, the
Nabob of Oude; and by making the terms fixed, and
the, employment and dismission of the troops optional
to the Nabob, he-most effectually rendered their
appropriation, and the subsidy with it, perpetual. He
established the alliance between the two states on con-
ditions of such equal advantage, that the representatives
of both parted equally satisfied ; and had the succeeding
governments pursued the same line, and the Nabob ub
Dowlah lived, Oude would have been a shield of de-
fence, and a source of wealth, to Bengal, while it
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derived reciprocal support and the means of wealth
from Bengal. In the originating connexion and sub-
sequent war with the Rohillas he did what all states
ought to do. The invasion of the country threatened
ruin toethose of our ally, whom he joined in repelling
ity the Rohillas giving a solemn pledge in writing for
the payment of twenty lacs, in consideration of the
expense and risk incurred in their plotectlon They
obtaihed their safety, and refused to {pay the price of
it. We made war with them, on just grounds surely,
unless any other process than that of the sword can be
devised for recovering the rights of nations; defeated
th.em, with the death of their ungrateful and perfidions
leader; and annexed their dominion to that of Oude,
which from that period became defensible throughout.
The Directors, as usual, allowed the justice of our
proceedipgs, and approved them, but condemned both
when Clavering and his associates condemned them.
®From this period Bengal ha8 been growing in power,
wealth, population, and greatness.

On the 20th of October, 1774, arrived the three
members of the new Council, and for two years super-
seded that of whichel had before the principal lead.
I waga man unknown, unprotected, and unconnected
at home, angd possessed no other influence abroad than
that which I had acquired by my own knowledge and
practice, ih the credit which the success of my measures
impressed on the people of Indostan, and in the attach-
ment of my fellow servants and citizens. Without
time allowed for the prefext of provocation, thegimpa-
tience of my adversaries hurried them to a declaration
and to acts of hOStlllty on the 3rd day after their
arrival. They pelseveled in their persecutions, which
were gross {o personal outrage, till the death of Colonel
Monson; and their opposition, which the death of
General Clavering did but suspend for an instant, till
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their final annihilation by the departure of Mr. Francis
in December, 1780. In so long an interval, what had I
wherewith to sustain the weight of their oppressions but
the superior weight of my own character, and the con-
sciousness of superior desert, set against the claig of high
names, which supported the respect of my adversaries ;
King, Lords, Commons, and Directors, and half the
people of England against me; the power of patron-
age employed in the seduction of my fellow ser¥ants ;
and for a while the rule taken out of my hands, to be
cmployed in a warfare against me, and in that quly.
Yet even in that time the confidence of my opponents
allowed me to conduct the current business, in whlch
they never interrupted me but for occasions of persohal
attack. I suffered in patience; I did my duty where I
could; I waited for better and more lasting means;
no act or word ef intemperance escaped me; jo mean-
ness of submission ever afforded my assailants the
triumph, even of a morftent, over me; and I have b&en
told that they themselves have been heard to confess
themselves foiled, even when they had brought their
long prepared plans of attack to the Board, and I
was unprepared to resist them. o

When intervals of accidental authority enabled me
to act, and I never had more than intervalg, I employed
them in forming and setting in motion the greatest and
most successful measures of my Government. When
these were impeded by frequent changes of influence,
I still contrived to keep them in existence, and again
gave ‘hem energy when my (fower returned. My an-
tagonists sickened, died, and fled. I maintained my
ground unchanged, neither the health of my body nor
the vigour of my mind for a monfent deserted me, nor did
my difficulties end here. New coadjutors became new
enemies, with the same encouragement from one body,
(the Dircctors,) but without the same personal conse-

L
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quence. Mr. Wheler, Mr. Macpherson, and Mr.
Stables were, as soon as they could stand without me,
my successive, and lastly my united opponents. Mur.
Wheler has declared to me, that he was enjoined to
opposeeme, and complained that he was deserted.
Mur. Stables pleaded the advice of one friend, and Mr.
Macpherson .showed me that of another, not to link
themgselves to a falling man, but save themselves by
showing that the samc policy that sought my removal
did not require theirs. Yet even when they were all
threc in force against me, I awed them into a sur-
render qf a wretch whom they had scandalously pro-
tgcted in the most infamous of all oppressions, and
compelled them to yield me the charge of a province
which he had reduced to the brink of ruin, with the
*national honour linked with it; and in spite of their
wishes, for they durst not act against me, I succeeded.
I need not expatiate on this s:xbjcct. You know it all
as well as I do.

From the month of February, 1772, to the 23rd of
August, 1782, T had enjoyed so uninterrupted a state
of equal health, though with a constitution by no
means robust, that ¥ had never had cause to postpone
the Mecting of Council, or other appointed applications
o busines®, and scarce allowed myself an hour of indul-
gence from it." Even in the severe sickness which then
seized me, many hours were still devoted to my duty,
and I dictated from my bed what 1 could not write at
my desk. Of my manner of living at Lucknow, and its
effects on the Nabob’s authority, and the peace of
his country, you know as much, or more, than I can
write.

I now proceed to the last subject, in which I must
gombine the wars with France, Hyder, and the Mah-
rattas (as to the insurrection of Benares, I leave it to
shift for itself).

VOL. III. ' o X
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The first hostilities against the Mahrattas com-
menced unknown and unsuspected by our Govefn-
ment., They were built on the standing orders of the
Court of Directors, and had not even the shadow of a
plea to justify them, if that authority should enot be
allowed, as it certainly was not, a sufficient one. They
took place about December, 1774. We heard of them
some time in the beginning of the ensuing yeary I
urged the Board (then substantially consisting of Cla-
vering, Monson, and Francis) to condemn the measure,
and command the government of Bombay to retract
it; but as the means of doing this, to proceed with
their operations in the field till theysould make peaac
without soliciting it. The majority resolved on peace
at all events, and ordered back the army abruptly to_
its quarters. A peace was made, but on terms so
loose, and with concessions on our part so degrading,
that the conditions were never fulfilled on either side.
I opposed the negociation; but when the treaty was
concluded, T was its most strenuous assertor, for there
are two letters to Bombay on record, both written by
me after Monson's death, in one of which we indirectly
threatened them with dismissioch if they were ag-
gressors in the breach of it; and in the other we gave
them long instructions for the accommodatidn of every
point of their differences. In the inean time they were
invited by a conspiracy of one part of the Mahratta ad-
ministration to unite in a plan for the restoration of their
former adherent Ragoba, on which the accession of Suc-
keram Babboo, the minister, and principal of the two
only persons who were subscribers to the treaty of peace,
served for a pretence for their concurrence. They
agreed to become parties in it, prepared to take the
field, and advised our Government of it, excusing
their engaging so far without our licence by the na-
ture and necessity of the project, which required both



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 307

sgcrecy and instant decision and action. What could
we do? I had then the rule with Mr. Barwell’s aid.
The design was more desperate than those who had
adopted it were themselves aware of. 1 did not be-

- lieve that it would take place ; but that the govern-
ment of Bombay, sanguine as it was, would shrink on
the moment of execution. But I judged that they
wei® yet involved too far to recede without some con-
sequences of danger ; that if they did act and succeeded
they had not strength to maintain their ground; if
they failed, they had not strength to defend them-
selves.® Whichever way the subject presented itself,
% displayed dangers which without our support ap-
peared insurmountable, and the die was cast before we

«were apprized of the throw. It was not a time to
blame, nor to distinguish between the measures of
right and wrong. The wrong {for wrong it was) was
theirs who did it. Our pa® was to hinder it from
affecting the interests of our common masters, and, if
possible, convert it to their advancement. At my in-
stance the Board ratified what they had done, sent
them money, proviged a powerful detachment which
was,ordered to march by a route and through an un-
traced gepgraphy to their relief. I had previously
sounded, and ensured an ally in the Rajah of Berar.
Leslie, who commanded the detachment (and 1 had no
choice of a better leader), disobeyed his instructions.
We recalled him, but he died, and Goddard was ap-
pointed in his place. He marched rapidly by the pre-
scribed line, was received by the government of Berar
with every due of hospitality : but here the design re-
ceived a check, and required a total alteration.

On the formation of the detachment I deputed
#lliott to the Rajah of Berar, and entrusted him with
a plan for engaging the junction of that -chief with
views to his own elevation. With these the Rajah was

X 2
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well acquainted, and had manifested an eagerness for
Mzr. Elliott’s arrival, with many other symptoms whith
could assure me of his readiness to take the part which
I wished. In the firs: draft of the orders which were
sent to Bombay at the time of Elliott’s mission¥ had,
in peremptory terms, required their forbearance of
every plan of their own till they should reteive our in-
structions for their future proceeding in the even¢ of
his success. Unfortunately the Court of Directors had
given their orders, of which we had recently received
the copy, to Bombay, to resume the cause of Ragoba in
case of @ breach of the treaty, which in a manner directed
the breach of it, and the expression strongly indicate®
that meaning. With such an authority strengthening
and sanctifying the predilection of the government of
Bombay, I was dissuaded from tying up their hands to
give a preference to my own plan; and I altered the
clause first drawn to a general and loose caution. This,
indeed, might in common sense have appeared suffi-
cient, since they had already abandoned their original
design, and so weak was the party of Ragoba in his
own state, that it was manifest he must have depended
upon the English alone for his success; and we had
not on that side of India any strength adequate to
such an enterprise. The consequencg was, that no
sooner did they hear of Goddard’s approach, than they
precipitately rushed to the field, without plan, alliance,
or weighed strength, with troops that had scarce ever
seen service, under the command of an officer who was
then actually bedridden. They were defeated, yielded
themselves prisoners of war, and were ignominiously
reconducted to Bombay. Poor Elliott died beforc he
had completed his journey. Moodajee, anxious for
the accomplishment of the negociation, pressed me to
transfer his credentials to his secretary, Mr. Farquhar;
but learning almost instantly the new engagements
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concluded with Ragoba, and the hurried preparations
which marked equally a want of Judgment portending
what actually happened, and a want of union and con-
sistency in the councils of the ruling and dependant
state,*he wrote a second letter revoking all that he
‘had written in the first, complaining o{ our want of
power to enforce our own plans and orders, and
caigestly pressing the return of General Goddard.

Goddard, however, had orders to proceed, arrived
without opposition on the confines of Surat, acquired
Possession of a large territory, which, though of little
use to s, was a loss of revenue to the Mahrattas which
dhey could ill afford ; and a campaign ensued in which
our arms recovered their lustre, and the British name
more than the credit which it had lost. But no sub-

* stantial advantage was gained.

Now, my dear Anderson, I need not go on any
'furthcr. You well know tl}e rest. Carnacs detach-
ment drew off Mahdajee Sindia, and induced him to
conclude a separate peace.

The history of the confederacy should follow. The
wrongs and revenge of Nizam Ally Cawn; the com-
bination of Nizan? Ally Cawn, the Peishwa, Mah-
dajee Sindia, Moodajee Boosla, and Hyder Ally, with
,the partscverally allotted to each; Sindia withdrawn
“from it by Carnac’s diversion, his own policy coin-
mdmg, Nizam Ally Cawn won from the party by the
interposition of Bengal segsonably affording him an
ample and unexpected redress of all his gricwances ;
Moodajee kept faithful to us by secrct intercourse, and
his army removed and induced to return by negocia-
tion (nor let its withdrawing to give Pearse’s detach-
ment a free passage, the assistance given to him in his

. march, nor the horse sent, though but ostensibly, to his
support, be forgot). The next subjects are the war
with Hyder, and the war with France, and finally the
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peace concluded with the Mahrattas, which eventually
produced one with Hyder, in the terms of which I hati
no concern.

What a world of various and interesting matter
does this abridgment include, were it spread out info
all its detail! But your great task will be to select’
and reject, not to amplify. T would not haye it forgot,
that every design of the Surat expedition (which yas
undertaken against the judgment even of the most ex-
perienced officers in Bengal) was explained in a series
of letters to the ministry of Great Britain, its causes,
its motives and objects, and its dependencies disgussed,
and its expected consequences foretold; every suce
cessive letter verifying the expectations of the pre-
ceding, and proving that the plan was well digested,
as its various checks and counteractions, all notwith-
standing terminating with success, demonstrated the
solidity of its composition.

Let it be also remembeted that to conduct so com-
plicated and vast a plan as it became in its progress,
I sometimes had power, sometimes wholly, sometimes
in part, often overruled ; yet I persevered and carried
it in triumph to its destined end. ®Nor that my exer-
tions were the most vigorous under the pressure of the
greatest difficulties ; and that my confidence @nd pre-
tensions rose in proportion to the desporidency of my'
rulers at home and my colleagues of the other presi-
dencies.

Let ot my allusion to tge plagues of Egypt and the
land of Goshen be unnoticed ; nor that, like Augustus,
urbem lateritiam recepi, marmoream reliqui.

If I might be allowed to point out the best features
of my own character in office, I should place these in
the catalogue :—Integrity and zeal; affection for my
fellow servants, and regard for the country which I
governed ; official regularity; accuracy and colla-
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teral provision (you must find out the meaning of these
wotds) in the creation of new offices or systems of
policy, in instructions for political negociations, and
in the construction of treaties; sincerity and unreserve
in my %Yealings with the chlefs in connexjon with our
Government; a study to choose agents most fitted for
their trusts, eonfidence liberally given to them, and their
conduct guarded from the hazard of every responsi-
bility which belonged in right to myself; and lastly,
patience, long suffering, confidence, and decision.

*My dear David, let no man sce this. [ am ashamed
of my own praises bestowed so lavishly by my own pen,
But I mean this only as a farrago of hints to help your
sounder judgment and clearer recollection. I fear that

.it may tend only to confuse and embarrass you ; for it
is most unmethodically arranged, and almost illegibly
written. In truth, I am not qualified at any time for
such a work, and now less than ever, as all that I have

*

written was written by fits, and with a mind disturbed
by pain. I intended as I went on to mark the official
records required as vouchers for the facts as they oc-
curred, but I wanted time and patience If you, as
you, proceed in yout own work, will make out such a
list, and send it to me, T will farnish you with the
papers.—Adieu, my dear friend, yours ever most
affectionately. et

P.S. I have read over the above, and think that it
may be of use to my self heleafter, 1f it should not be
so to you; so keep it. -y o - S e e £

I subjoin to this another letter addressed to the
same true and well-tried friend, not because it
throws any fresh light on the state of the writer’s
*affairs at the moment, but because it illustrates—
what far more deserves the attention of the world
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—the temper of his mind and feelings under every
variety of circumstances. Mr. Anderson had mis-
understood some expressions in Mr. Hastings’s
communication of the 13th, and replied to % with
a slight tone of vexation. How kiad, and gentle

and beautiful is the rejoinder.
]
To the same, '
Beaumont Lodge, 28th September, 1756,

My dear Anderson,—1I have received yours, and an
glad that mine reached you in safety. DavideAnder-
son is the last man living whom I should have suse
pected of cavilling, and Warren Hastings is the last
man living at whom he should cavil; for you have not,
misapplied the expression. I meant no more by the
words your friend than to avoid the mention of the
name to which I alludedqin conformity to your recom-
mendation of secrecy and my own sense of the necessity
of it; and for the same reason I left a blank for the
name (as I well recollect) in the beginning, where the
context sufficiently indicated the person intended by it.
I am burt to think that you could for an instant judgeme
(I am sure against experience) capable of little Jealousy,
and of yourself too; andon this occasion I hive the ad;
ditional mortification to know that the ‘miscanception
will last for a fortnight before my explanation can re-
move it.

I am satisfied with the fulness of your brief conclu-
sion on the Rohilla and Benares subjects. I had in-
tended to have given you a few more hints about the
interposition with Madras, but I have been lazy
through the effects of my rheumatic complaint, which
grows worse and yet hangs upon me. .

I will write to the Chancellor about Shore’s brother.
Had it not been for his late desperate sickness, I
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should have performed my promise many months ago.
—I*am, my dear friend, your affectionate.

I need scarcely add that there needed no further
explandtion to restore these two men to the footing
on which _they*had so long stood towards one
another. Among all his fuends and he had many,
none were more devoted to Mr. Hastings than
David Anderson; among all whom he loved, and
his benevolence was as extensive as it was sincere,
Mr. Hastings, I am inclined to say, loved David
Anderson the most.



CHAPTER X.

Proceedings in the Commons—Hastings amaigned at the Bar of the House
of Lords~—The Impeachment opened. °
It will not be expected that 1 should follow, step
by step, the order of events which terminated in
the trial of Mr. Hastings; much less edn I pre-
tend, within the compass of a memoir like this, to
give an analysis, however brief, of the proceed-
ings which characterized the trial itself. It is
matter of history that, after separating on the 19th
of July, Parliament® met again on the 23d of
January ; and that on the lst of February, 1787,
the House of Commons returned to the examina-
tion of witnesses which the ssummer recess had
interrupted. Then followed debates on the dif-
ferent charges, as one by one they_ wére brought
forward ; almost all of which terminated ainfavour-
ably for Mr. Hastings: till finally, on the 3d of
April, the House came to the determination of
exhibiting articles of impeachment against the late
Governor-general of Bengal at the bar of the
House of Lords, and of nominating a committee to
whom the management of the business should pe
entrusted. The names of the gentlemen thus
honoured are, I doubt not, familiar to many of
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. ,
my readers ; yet for the benefit of such as may not

" be af home in this department of history, I subjoin
a list of them :—

*Edmund Burke, Esq.

Right Hon. C. J. Fox.

R. B, Sheridan, Esq.

Sir James Erskine.

Right Hon. Thomas Pelham. ¥
Right Hon. W. Wyndham.
Hon. Sir Andrew St. John.
John Anstruther, Esq.
William Adam, Esq.

M. A. Taylor, Esq.

Charles Grey, Esq.

General Burgoyne.

Welbore Ellis, Esq.

Right Hon. Frederick,Montagu.
Sir Grey Cooper. ’
Sir Gilbert Elliot.

Dudley Long, Esq.

Lord Maitland.

Hon. G. A. North.

An attentpt was made to add to this list the
name of « Philip Francis, but the Commons
would not consent. They positively refused, in
defiance of Mr. Burke’s adjurations, to employ as
their agent in the prosecution of Mr. Hastings,
one whose personal hostility to the accused wa
notorious ; whereupon the managers, as if to
evince their contempt for the decision of such a
body, appointed Mr. Francis their assessor, in
order, as they said, that the benefit of his talents
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and experience might not be lost to a cause in
which the very first prineiples of moral right were
involved,

Meanwhile Mr. Hastings, whom the events of
1786 had prepared for much that was to folfow,
was not inattentive to his own honour, nor negli-
gent in preparing the means of its viudication. He
bestirred himself during the recess to set his cha-
racter right before the world; as well as to draw
up such a statement of facts as might,*when the
proper tiine comes, be read as his personal defence
The following letters, which relate to these pro-
ceedings, I judge it expedient to insert, for this
among other reasons, that they do justice to the
many friends who vblunteered to aid him in his
difficulties. To Lord Thurlow he had been in-
debted all along for countenance and support,
while struggling to maintain himself in power.
They were not, it will be seen, withdrawn, now
when the question to be determlned Was, whether
he should spend his latter days in peace, or go a
dishonoured and ruined man to his grave.

To Davip AvpERsoN, Esq.
Ewell, 27th October, 1786.

My dear Anderson,—On my return to town the
evening before last I received your favour of the 15th,
and yesterday morning I again left Beaumont Lodge
for this place, which is in Surrey; where I write with
interruptions, impending engagements, and restricted
time ; so I must come quickly to the material point. I
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have many reasons to wish for your early return to
. town® You cannot possibly work without materials,
and you have none where you are. Major Scott has
promised to assist, and will be much advanced by the
time that you can come. As to myself, I literally do
nothing, nor can bring myself to do anything till I
know what is # be done against me; and indeed I feel
a mighty repugnance against it from my contempt of
my accusess, and something like it for those who, not
having the plea of malice and revenge, permit both to
opefate in so unworthy a manner against me; and I
know, besides, that if the former could carry the ques-
tiom for impeachment, they would not dare to do it.

But my wish to see you early arises principally from
another cause. I know not to what I may be early
destined; early, for my destiny must be now soon
fixed. If to a public life, which is possible, I wish to
have the benefit of your coungel in the crisis which
may precede it, and I should have a pleasure in its
being early seen that I have a proper estimation of
your talents as well as attachment. But I may not
pursue the subject; it would look too like profession,
which I hate. *

My memoir was surreptitiously obtained by a mer-
cepary stati®ner, who printed, and had actually pub-
lished it. , I could only punish him by giving the pro-
perty to another, Murray, the editor of the English
Review; and by him it has, I believe, been, or is near
being, published. I am sorry for it; for it will draw
cavils upon me, which will pass because I shall not
answer them ; but it could not have been longer sup-
pressed, and the impression now made is a correct
one.

« Mrs. Hastings desires me to make her compliments,
and hopes you will pass your Christmas at Beaumont
Lodge. We are both well. I rode yesterday to this
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place, a journey of at least twenty-two miles, without

baiting. Adieu, yours affectionately. '
I am pleased exceedingly with what you write of

Dr. Adam Smith’s approbation. R

[ ]
To the same.

Ewell, 2%h October, 1786.

My dear Anderson,—I wrote you a shorteletter
three days ago from this place. For fear of a miscar-
riage, I repeat my wish to see you in this end of the
earth before the meeting of Parliament, which is ‘now
fixed for the 20th of January. 1 am afraid that I must
myself undertake the drudgery which in your hamds
would have been a more pleasing and more easy
labour ; for my great Gooroo has enjoined it. Still you
must take a large part in it. We shall not leave
Beaumont Lodge till the meeting, and shall be very
happy to have you for gur guest to that time. Iforgot
to tell you that I wrote immediately after receiving
your letter, with Mr. Shore’s enclosed in it, to the
Chancellor, but he received it while he was leaving
Buxton, and has been so good as to commission Scott,
whom he has seen, to mention that as his reason for
not answering it, adding his wish thai the objecf of it
was already within compass. T write this%nly to ypu.
T should be glad, however, that when .you write to Mr.
Shore, you would let him know that 1 have not
neglected him. Your affectionate.

Mrs. Hastings desires me to join her request that
you will make Beaumont Lodge your immediate resi-
dence, and save yourself the fatigue of twenty miles
out of your destined 400.

To the same.
Beaumont Lodge, 9th October, 1786,
My dear Anderson,—I hope you have received my
last, as I should be sorry indeed that you should re-
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tain, a moment longer than was necessary for its re-
movdl, the impression of such a mistake as you com-
mitted in yours. I see advertised for publication a
pamphlet written by a new volunteer in my cause, whom
though T have not seen, nor know, I have seen his
book, and will order it to be sent to you, because it
sets the matter in a new light, and by assuming only
one general principle, equally applicable to all the
charges, and avoiding the discussion of each, which
nobody could understand, is likely to do more service
thai publications of more knowledge and better com-
position. eI was assured, when I was last in town, that
Parliament will certainly meet in November, and that
this abominable business would be first and speedily
despatched. They seem to have enough prepared for
the next sessions, without such unproﬁtable matter.

I understand by the Winterton’s despatches that your
brother and Sindia have had aeserious quarrel, which
was occasioned by Sindia’s giving protection, and be-
stowing public honours, on Mowlary Hyroodeen and
his brother Sala 0’Deen, whom James had dismissed
for treachery. Your blothex insisted on their being
turncd out of the camp, and this being evaded, hlmself
left it'in resentment, and retired to Agra, where he
wag waiting ‘cne.Board s commands, Smdla having in
the mean {ime made a proper atonement for his beha-
viour. The Board had expressed a wish that he might
return, but properly referred it to his discretion. Per-
haps you have not heard this ; the latter part you very
probably have not. I hear little besides; but that
little 1 dislike : nor do I know a syllable of what passes
in the India House. Turner has sent me an abundant
supply of turnip seeds, ingeniously packed, and in ex-
cellent preservation. They will do admirably for Scot-
land, and you shall have some for trial. At what time
of the year are your turnips sown? Where has Sands
fixed himself? 1 have also got a Bootan bull, of the
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Chowry species, one female shawl goat, and I am told
that there is a male for me in the Dublin, some *time
arrived. The bull is in fine health, and I am in quest
of a mate of his own size, to secure what I can of the
breed ; for I doubt if we shall ever get anotMer from
India. ’

Did I tell you that the Chinese only use the seeds
of the red palma christi, accounting the greep un-
wholesome ? I don’t know which is the sort used in
England ; but it is worth inquiring. I am yet unable
to ride; in other respects well. Mrs. Hastings 1, I
thank God, in better health*than she has kngwn since
[ arrived in England. Whether Beanmont Lodge las
contributed to this, God knows. I think that we
should be both better for a month’s residence in a
drier atmosphere than this island, I tear, can afford Tn
any part of it. Adien, your affectionate.

L

Thus far Mr. Hastings proceeded with his ar-
rangements, ere the session of 1787 opened. He
soon found, after the investigation of his case was
resumed, that more would® be necessary. He
therefore determined to meet his enerpies on the
ground where they imagined.that ¢hey were ntost
secure, by obtaining from the people of India—
the Hindoo and Mussulman inhabitants of the
country which he had so long governed—testi-
monials of the estimation in which, both as a ruler
and a man he had been and still continued to be
held. The following letters to Sir John Shore,
afterwards Lord Teignmouth, and to Mr. Thonyp-
son, his friend and ancient secretary, explain them-
selves,

4
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To Sir JonN SHORE. . zygg o 0w ags

’ St. James's Place, 19th February, 1’787

Dear Shore,—As I have now every reason to believe
that an impeachment will be carried against me to the
House’of Lords, and have had a severe warning given
me not to trust to my own integrity, or services, as I
may conceive them, for the event,—and as I fear no
issug of the trial so much as its influence on my future
and lasting reputation,—I apply to you, my friend, to
afford me such assistance ag, 1 hope, may be in your
pewer to obviate such a conclusion, by collecting the
testimoyials of the most respectable inhabitants of the
provinces of Bengal, and such other creditable vouchers,
of whatever kind, beyond the provinces, as may refute
the calumnies with which I have been loaded, and as-
‘certain whatever pretensions I may have to more posi-
tive merit.

I am charged with cruelty, oppression, violation of
treaties, and with the general guilt of having sacrificed
every duty to the viewsof interest, ambition, or private
vengeance. I am not sure that rapacity makes a part
of the catalogue of my imputed crimes, becausg the
instances which havesdbeen adduced in evidence to prove
it apply only to acts done for the relief of the public
necessitiesp and it is scarcely (I believe not at all) in-
s'muated,. that'I have practised it for any profit of my
own.

I wish to make my appeal to the justice and gene-
rosity of those to whom it best appertains, to pronounce
upon my real character, according to their several re-
lations or concerns with the government of Bengal
during the periods in which I held an efficient share in
its powers; that they may declare whether 1 deserve
these imputations, or whether I am entitled to their
{estimony of the reverse.

Whether I have extorted money from individuals to

VOL. III. o S ¢
- g . ¥
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gratify my own avarice; or whether I have not noto-
riously abstained from every means which might bave
promoted my own interest, with the injury of indi-
viduals or the public:

Whether I have counteranced, or permittetl ; or
whether I have not, on the contrary, to the utmost of
my power prevented men in office or favour from op-
pressing or plundering those who were subjectegd to
their authority or influence :

Whether the provinces have been infested with
robbers, or plundering Seneassies, as much during my
administration as in the times preceding it:

Whether the provinces have suffered the calamitigs
either of war or famine during my administration ; or
whether they have not enjoyed both uninterrupted
peace and abundance, though our Government and’®
nation were for years engaged in wars with powerful
states and neighbours, azld. were at one time threatened
with a dearth from the same causes which produced
one in 1768

Whether I have oppressed the reiats by intolerable
or ugxequal taxes, for the public service; or whether I
have not rather multiplied the soumces of public wealth,
and equalized the burthens imposed on the people:

Whether I have neglected the adminmstration of
justice ; or whether I have not establtshed Courts of
Civil and Criminal Justice, and supported both in the
exercise of their functions beyond the experience of
any former times:

Whether I have offended, or discountenanced the
laws, customs, and religious worship of the country ; or
whether Thave not respected, protected, and conformed
to them:

Whether I have shown a disregard to science; or
whether I have not, on the contrary, by public endow-
ments, by personal attentions, and by the selection of
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men for appointments suited to their talents, given
effectual encouragement to it :

Whether in my public negociations, and in my
general intercourse, I have made use of artifice and
trigk, or’of truth and plain-dealing :

Whether I have affected a display of state; whether
I have ever shown an inordinate solicitude for my per-
sonal esafety; or whether I have not been thought to
err in the opposite extremes :

Whether I left the country in a worse or in a better
stafe of population and cultivation than I found it:

And lastly, whether the English name, power, and
influence were ever greater, more rcspected, or more
extensively known in India before than during my ad-
ministration, and particularly at the close of it.

The persons who can be most instrumental in col-
lecting the suffrages which I require, are Gunga Govin
Sing; Allee Ibraheem Cawn; PBeneram, or Bissumbes
Pundit; Rajah Govindram; Tofuzzel Hossein Cawn ;
Mowlary Majud O’Deen, or his brother Muftee Ahmed ;
and I believe I may venture to join Mahdajee Sindia,
I would wish at least to have his testimony, and those
of every other chief with whom our Government was in
connekion ; Moodajee, the ministers of Poona, Nizam
- al Moolk, A§sof’ o’ Dowlah, and the Nabob Wallah Jah.

i cannof, prescrlbe the means. Perhaps Lhave been
too particular in detailing the ends. But you must
make allowances for my anxiety, and the cause which I
have to make me more than ordinarily anxious.

If you think that you can undertake this commission
with an assurance of its complete execution, you will
of course (as I should on every account wish) first pro-
pose it to Lord Cornwallis for his approbation. If he
objects to it, there must of course be an end to it.
Even from the little which I know of his Lordship,
and from his general character, I give him credit for

Yy 2



324" MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

*

qualities incompatible with such a supposition, and
assure myself besides that he will not in Bengal have
changed the opinion which he entertained of me in
England for a worse.

I will not ask your forgiveness for wishing te impose
on you so much trouble; but I ought if I thought tRat
it might eventually draw on you the same enmities
which are now directed at me. I confess, I think such
may be the consequence, though I rather hope that the
crisis of this phrenzy may terminate with me. If it
does not, I am not sure that any conduct will be a safe-
guard against if. .

You will readily comprehend that I do not meangto
use the justification which I solicit from your means for
any purpose of meeting the impending trial ; for though
T am certain that every artifice will be put in practide
to protract it, it will be impossible to extend the delay
beyond another sessions; I mean another after the
present. The result, therefore, of this plan can be of
no other benefit to me than that of retrieving my
character from the injury which it may have received
from the pfesent prosecution, and its legal consequences.
These must all have ceased lomg before the result of
my commission can arrive in England. I am not sure
that the House of Commons will votc an impeachment. .
I cannot be certain that the same prejudices, the saine
intrigues, and the same influence may not ‘follow me
into the House of Lords, though in judicial matters
the character of that assembly stands hitherto unim-
peached. But I have been told by judgments much
better informed than those of common men, that much
is to be apprehended, even in that assembly, from the
respect paid to a decided judgment of the House of
Commons, and yet more to the ascribed inclination of
the minister ; and I myself have my doubts of anotler
kind. The charges may prove so numerous and com-



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 325

plicated, that every mind will not be able to comprehend
them, or to retain even what they do comprehend ; and
the tedious and artificial examination of the witnesses
to every, charge will, with the other process, take up
sugh a length of time, that the aged, infirm, and indif-
ferent will not sit out the trial. I may therefore lose
many verdicts in my favour. None will be lost of those
whicle are predetermined against me. I am almost
ashamed of these suspicions ; yet, after what has passed,
how can I avoid them? 1havebeen condemned by one
assembly for having intended by a resolution, which
was confimed to my own breast, to exact a fine from
Cleyt Sing exceeding his offences, admitted to be
great, and a fine, if moderate, admitted to be a legal and
proper punishment. I have been condemned for per-
mitting the jagheers and treasures to be taken from the
mother of the Nabob Assof o’ Dowlah, because in the
evidence adduced by my prosegutor to prove my guilt,
I had not brought proofs sufficient of the Begum’s re-
bellion against her sovereign, and hostility to our
nation ; though the charge, black and rancorous as it
is, and the admired harangue of the mover of the
charge, fabricated wifh the labour of months, and the
combination of all the powers of a great party, both
stated in t&ms that the money produced by these
exactlons yvas apphed to the relief of the public neces-
sities, and they have not dared to suggest that I took
or attempted to take any part of it to my own use.
Let, however, this business end as it will, a great por-
tion of mankind will think they judge with candour,
if, unable to comprehend any part of the accusations,
they acquit me, at a guess, of some, and conclude that
where so much is alleged against me, much of it must
be necessarily true. The plan which I have recom-
mended may be productive of that species of evidenee
which the meanest capacity will understand, and which
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will most effectually and totally efface every prejudice
against me. Let it arrive when it will, whether I 8hall
have received an absolute and unqualified acquittal, or
a condemnation ; whether I am alive or dead, it will
answer the end for which I want it. I am dver, my
dear Shore, your most affectionate friend.

.
To Mr. THOMPSON,

St. James’s Place, 19th February, ¥787.

My dear Thompson,—If the letter which I have

written with this to Mr. Shore should be delivered to
you accordmg to its direction, and God forbid that it
should be in one of the events supposed in it, Y requgst
that you will open and read it as addressed originally
to yourself, and then you will conform to the contents
of it. Yours affectionately. .

To the same.
. St. James’s Place, 29th March, 1787,

My dear Thompson,—I have not time to write
answers to your letters. 1 have not yet paid your
draft, because I could not raise the money without
loss. It will be paid in the course of next month. I
have written a letter to Shore, which I have directed,
in case of his absence or death, to you, and in either
case I have desired you to execute the commissign
which is contained in it, I sometlmes flatter myself
that, as the thought is obvious, my friends in Bengal
will have anticipatedit. 1suppose that of course Shore
will show you the letter. Mr. Pitt has shown himself
so unequivocally on the same side with Mr. Burke in
the business of my impeachment, and they have so
many followers, that there is no doubt of its going to
the House of Lords. I am only fearful of delays. 1
shall be perfectly contented if I am completely out ¢f
the hands of the Commons this sessions. But that the
impeachment will be voted you may be assured, though
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it will be strongly contested, (and on grounds with
whith I have but aremote and accidental concern,) and
the two sides of the house disagree upon the articles,
each condemning and approving what the other ap-
provesand condemns. My friends in India will hear
with indignation, and my enemies with ridicule, that
in one charge I have been condemned for removing
Mr. &Shea from Furrukhabad, and leaving Mozuffer
Jung unprotected, and of course oppressed. I send
you a paper which contains a brief state of the charge
which is to be debated to-morrow. I have caused sixty
to be printed, with the intent of distributing them
anong my friends : but am advised that it will not be
prudent, as my friends will give them to my enemies,
and thesc will turn them to ridicule, extract centos
from them to turn my own words against me; and as
no one will read them but those who mean to pervert
what they read, the rest will believe whatever is as-
serted to be quoted from them. This was done with
the charge of the Begums.

I cannot yet give up my bureau. I am sorry that
you did not make public search for it. I now beg you
to do so, and obtaire the support of Lord Cornwallis
for making it. It is strange. Every January did
Lakass writers, and my banyans, take an accurate
account of my’dead stock, and of the Company’s dead
stock, as they lay in my two houses. Yet you tell me
that the Company’s sircars claimed for the Company
what they pleased, and were allowed what they claimed !
but I know not why I complain. I beg that you will
send home every paper of mine that was left, and that
has existence. Many were left that I have eagerly
sought for among those which I have, in vain. Not
one of my pictures has been sent after me, none of my
Tibbet pictures, not one, but Mrs. Hastings’s of
Zoffani’s, and that packed so negligently that it ar-
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rived almost spoiled. I thank you for your intention
of sending Sulliman. If heis not too old, he may
yet do two or three years of service ; at least his breed
is invaluable. I have in vain sought for a horse that
Mrs. Hastings can ride, and thisis now my only ¢haneg.
You will be pleased to hear that Mrs. Hastings gains
health and strength visibly, though of<a constitu-
tion still too, susceptible. I am certainly better than I
was the last year: yet I shall not be completely well
till T can make trial of the drier atmosphere of the
continent. I am, my dear Thompson, yours most df-
_fectionately. .
. . L J
The doubt which rested on the mind of Mr.
Hastings, when the preceding letter was written, (if
indeed he can he said to have doubted, even then,
concerning an issue so obvious,) was not slow in
receiving its solution.® On the 2lst of May, Mr.
Burke moved that he should be taken into the
custody of the serjeant-at-arms, and he was taken
into custody accordingly. In this state he ac-
companied the managers to the bar of the Hoeuse
of Lords, where articles of impeachment were
exhibited against him ; and he departed from it on
bail, being bound over to appear again when re-
quired, himself in the sum of £2000, and two
sureties to the amount of £1000 each. Thus,
after a long life spent in the public service,
during no inconsiderable portion of which he had
been at the head of a mighty empire ; after having
been repeatedly thanked in that position by the
East India Company, and thrice continued in office
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by a solemn vote of the legislature ; Mr. Hastings
found himself called upon to defend his character,
. perhaps his life, against the violence of a faction,
which %ccused him of crimes the most repugnant
to his nature, and of which it seems hardly credible
that the most rancorous of his personal enemies
could have believed him to be guilty. For the
' only boons which he could now solicit, and which
were not of course refused, were, that he might be
fgrnishéd with a copy of the indictment, and be
allowed counsel, and time for the preparation of his
defence. He went forth, therefore, to the world,
a branded man, whom nothing short of a formal
acquittal, by the highest tribunal in the nation,
could restore to his legitimate place in society. -
From this time forth, throughout an interval of
not less than seven years, Mr. Hastings continued
on his trial. Thege was arrayed against him all
the *eloquence, and talent, and influence of a
searcely dlvided House of Commons ; while he de-
pended dor support upon his own lofty sense of
right alone, and the indefatigable exertions of the
three distinguished lawyers to whom the care of
his defence had been committed. But the ques-
tions at issue between him and the managersl soon
spread beyond the limits of Westminster-hall.
Not England only, but all Europe, watched with
intense interest the progress of events ; while
India sent liome its countless testimonies to the
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public and private virtues of the man whom his
own government rewarded for the benefits he had
conferred upon them by a prosecution, which in
every point of view has no parallel in history. As
might have been expected, moreover, the passmns
of men began immediately to be roused, and the
press teemed with pamphlets criminatory or ofher-
wise of the accused. These had their day, and
were certainly not without their uses; but as’I
cannot afford space to describe in detail the events
of the impeachment itself, far less will it be ex-
pected of me that I should make further allusion to
the countless pamphlets which discussed it, than
by placing upon record the fact, that they once
existed and are now foffigotten.

A reference to the journals of Parliament will
inform the curious in these matters, of the extra-
ordinary solemnity with which the Peers met for
the first time in their judicial capacity. * dhe
House,” says the historian of the ’ma]“‘ met af
ten, and by eleven a message was sente to the
Commons, that the House was immediately going
to adjourn to Westminster Hall, to proceed upon
the trial of Warren Hastingé, Esq. A message
was immediately returned that the Commons were
ready to substantiate their charges. The Lords
were then called over by the clerk, and arranged
by Sir Isaac Heard, principal king at arms, when
upwards of two hundred proceeded to Westminster
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Hall.” From the same authority we learn, that
« previous to their Lordships’ approach to the hall,
about eleven o’clock, her Majesty, with the Prin-
cesse® Elizabeth, Augusta, and Mary, made their
5ppearance in the Duke of Newcastle’s gallery.
Her Majesty was dressed in a fawn coloured satin,
her'head-dressv plain, with a very slender sprink-
ling of diamonds. The royal box was graced with
the Duchess of Gloucester and the young prince.
The lies were all in mourning dresses ; a few
w1th feathers and variegated flowers in their head-
dress, but nothing so remarkable as to attract public
"attention. Mrs. Fitzherbert was in the royal box.
The Dukes of Cumberland, Gloucester, and York,
and the Prince of Wales,® with their trains, fol-
lowed the Chancellor, and closed the procession.
Upwards of two hundred of the Commons, with the
speaker, were in the gallery. The managers, Charles
Fox and all, were in full dress; but a very few of
:che Commons were full dressed, some of them were
in boots. Their seats were covered with green
cloth—the rest of the building was ¢ one red.

“ Mr. Hastings stood for some time. Ona mo-
tion from a peer, the Chancellor allowed as a favour
that the prisoner should have a chair; and he sat
throughout the day, except occasionally when he
spoke to his counsel. His counsel were Mr. Law,
“Mr. Plumer, Mr. Dallas. For the Commons, Dr.
‘Scott and Dr. Lawrence; Messrs, Mansfield,
Piggot, Burke, and Douglas.
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“ A party of horse guards, under the command
of a field-officer, with a captain’s party from the
Horse Grenadiers, attended daily during the trial.
A body of three hundred foot-guards also® kep
the avenues clear ; and a considerable number of
constables attended for the purpose of taking of-
fenders into custody.”

I pass over the description of the fitting up of
the hall itself, as well as of the order in which the
Peers entered and arranged themselves, that I may,
extract the following account of the manner in

which the business of the court began. At.

twelve,” says my authority, * the court was
opened, and the serjeant-at-arms, with a very
audible voice, made the usual proclamation ; after
which, in old blunt English, he summoned
¢ Warren Hastings, Esq. to come forth in court,
and save thee and thy bail, ‘otherwise the recog-
nizance of thee and thy bail will be forfeited.
Hereupon Mr. Hastings appeared at the*bar with,
his two sureties, Mr. Sulivan and Mr. Sumner,
and immediately dropped upon his knees; but the
Lord Chancellor signified that he might rise. He
seemed very infirm and much indisposed. He
was dressed in a plain poppy coloured suit of
clothes.

« After Mr. Hastings appeared at the bar, a
proclamation as follows was made :—

¢ <« Whereas charges of high crimes and misdes
meanours have been exlublted by the knights,
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citiz'ens, and burgesses in Parliament assembled,
in‘the name of themselves and of all the Commons
of Great Britain, against Warren Hastings, Esq.,
all persons concerned are to take notice that he
how stands on his trial, and they may come forth
in order to'make good the said charges.’ '

“ Proclamation being made, the Lord Chancellor
rose, and addressed the prisoner as follows:—

« “¢ Warren Hastings, You are cafled upon, after
every axpedient allowance, for your defence. You
%ave had bail: you have counsel. Much time
also has been granted you, becoming well the cir-

* cumstances of your case. For the matter in the
charges is most momentous, and the dates are
remote since the occurrenees in those charges al-
leged against you are said to have been committed.

These advantages you must understand, while you
feel ; you are to deem them, not an indulgence of
this House, but the fair claim of right, a conces-
sion of pothing, but what you have in common
‘with all aronnd you—what every British subject
may ask, and every British tribunal must allow.
Conduct your defence, therefore, in a manner that
may befit your station, and the magnitude of the
charges against you, and estimate rightly the
high character of those you have to answer—the
Commons of Great Britain ; who at once, perhaps,

*attach likelihood to doubt, and enforce authority,
certainly on declaration.’
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“To which Mr. Hastings made almost verbatim
the following answer :— )

“¢ My Lords, I am come to this high tribunal,
equally impressed with a confidence in my®* own
integrity, and in the justice of the court before
which I stand.”” ’

Thus was the tribunal opened, which was to
decide concerging Warren Hastings, not whether
he had earned and should receive high rewards frorh
his King and country, but whether or not I were,
covered with such a load of obloquy and crime, as
never before attached to any high functionary under
the British crown. The ceremony was grave and
solemn as became the occasion, neither can any
blame attach throughoft either to the illustrious
court or its distinguished president. But the
feelings of him are, I conceive, very little to be
envied, who can think of the conduct of the parties
by whom that most iniquitous prosecution was
carried forward, without indignation. . .

The following letters give so vivid a desgription
of the state of the writer’s feelings at this period,
that I cannot resist the inclination to insert them.
They are very beautiful, both in their tone and
composition, and do infinite honour even to Mr.
Hastings.
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) To Mr. TrHoMPSsON. R T T
. Beaumont Lodge, 2nd August, 1787,

My dear Thompson,—I have not heard from you
by any of the late arrivals, nor indeed for some time
past; and the Barrington is yet expected, not without
some fears for her safety. I am unreasonable; but I
feel the disappointment of every packet that does not
bring me a letter from you.

You will suffer by all the past advices from England
in your concern for me. As for myself, I have made
up'my mind for the worst that can befall me; and can
with truth affirm that I have borne with perfect indif-
fewence all the base treatment which I have had dealt
to me, except the ignominious ceremonial of kneeling
before the House of Lords, though I think it a usage
that reflects more dishonour on that assembly for per-
mitting the continuance of so iniquitous a form, than
on those who are compelled { submit to it,:and on
whom it is inflicted as a punishment not only before
conviction, but even before the accusations against
them are read. I am prepared for my trial, and hope
(whatever may be the result of it, for I should not be
too sanguine, if the tnly crime laid to my charge was
that 1 was concerned in the revolt of America) that it
will be ended before the end of the next sessions of
P%.rliamer.lt.

I have written to Shore in duplicate, and addressed
both letters provisionally to you upon a subject which
has a near relation to my impeachment, or rather to
the event of it. Let me know only if you have heard
anything about them.

I have the pleasure to tell you that I pass the best
months of the year in the place from which this is
dated, with great comfort, and almost delight, and
have the satisfaction of seeing Mrs. Hastings’s health
proceed in improvement, though it is yet delicate, and
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subject to frequent and sudden ailments. She has
suffered more than I have done from my prosecudion,
and I only from her sufferings (except the instances
mentioned above).

T had the pleasure to see Mr. Anstey a fewsmonths
ago in town, well, and cheerful, 'as I suppose he®is
always.

I can give you no news; I am not in the way of
hearing any. I never see any official men who are
concerned in affairs of India, nor know what they are
doing You will hear that we are likely to be engaged -
in the present contests of the Dutch, and in another
war, the consequence of it, which, I believ®, we gre
striving to avoid by, not the best of all expedients,
negociation. If we fail, you will feel the first effects
of it. .

Mrs. Hastings always remembers you with affection,
and desires me to tell you so. Adieu, my dear friend.
Your affectionate. hd

Remember me kindly to Turner. I am too lately
informed of this despatch to write to him. Make the
same excuse for me, with the kindest remembrance of
me to Colonel Kyd. . '

- To the same. .
London, 8th February, 1788.

My dear Thompson,—1 hope to-have sufficient
leisure, before the last despatches of the %eason, to
write to you with your unanswered letters before me.
It would now take up more of my time than I could
afford to select them; and you must be content to
receive my annual report on the subject in which you
will be ‘most interested. Mrs, Hastings, in spite of
some occasions on which she suffers her spirits to be
affected more than they ought with the impending
transactions, gains daily, though but gently, both th
health and in the appearance of it; and I am well.
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On Wednesday next, the 13th, I am to appear as a
criminal before the first tribunal of the kingdom. How
long the trial will last God knows; but I beheve it is
not yet m the power of man to conjecture. Sir E.
Impey appeared on the 4th, and last night, at the bar
of the House, and was allowed to defend himsclf on
the charge of* having deliberately murdered Nund-
comar,ewhich he did most ably, and with an effect that
brought over every member of the House but his pro-
secutors, and confessedly some of them, though they
will persevere. It is agreed to decide on this article
immediatedy, and there is little doubt that it will be
thr@wn out by a large majority, and without much
delay, though it is probable that much art will be
used to spin it out, and to afford time for the present
impression to wear off, which it soon would do from
minds so superficial and so finely polished as those of
that House.

I wait with much lmpatlence f01 the Ravensworth.
Surely she will bring some materials that may afford
me more service than the mere negafive argument
drawn from her producing no complaints against me,
which, if the activity 8f my prosecutors could obtain
them, P should not yet be surprised to see. I have
but an imperfect recollection of my having mentioned
in one of my lettérs to you, that I had written a letter
to Shore in February, 1787 (I have not the copy, or
any memorandum of the date by me), desiring him to
collect authentic testimonies of the native inhabitants
of our own provinces, and others in political connexion
with our Government, respecting my conduct towards
them. I did not then suppose it possible for ¥ to

“execute this commission for the purpese of the present

trial; meither do I now expect it, but that it may
afford complete satisfaction to the wor 1d. Yet I some-
times persuade myself, that as I was never the per-

VOL. III, z
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sonal enemy of any man but Nundcomar, whom from
my soul I detested even when I was compelled to
countenance him; and as no man in a station similar
to mine, and with powers cramped and variable as
mine were, ever laboured with so passionate & zcal for
the welfare of a nation as I did to promote the happi-
ness and prosperity of the people under our jurisdiction,
the gratitude of some of them will have of itsqlf sug-
gested and produced the attestations which I wish.
My own countrymen abroad, civil and military, have
shown them, by two noble examples, what they might, I
will not say what they ought, todo. Iwould gather have
such testimonies, although the law should reject tlsem,
than any that could be offered here with its sanction for
my acquittal. In the hours of solitude and secret reflec-
tion I have indulged myself with a number of fancies of
what might have been done, and which I have almost
wrought myself intogthe expectation of hearing that
such had been done. It was not presumption to expect
that that measure would be dealt to me which I have
so often dealt to others; for what public merit has not
had its due praise in various, and even some in lasting,
means of publication? ¢

I have desired Major Hussey to take charge of
a small parcel, containing a few recemt publications.
which may amuse you. “One by Mr. Wilkes, pub-
lished about eight months ago, is, 1 thmk a most
clegant as well as sensible composition. The others
are all come out within these few days. Adien. Tam,
my dear Thompson, yours cver most affectionately.
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« ¥ ' CHAPTER XI

Results ‘of the Im.peachment——Specimens of Mr. Burke’s Eloquence—Sir
&ilbert Elliott 2 Manager-—Proceedings at the India House,

Trus far the reader and I have journeyed onwards
togethesp tracing the career of the subject of this
memoir With strict -attention to the chronological
oraer of the events which, one after another, gave
a colouring to his fortunes. It will be necessary
that we deviate for a while from this course,
because, however important to the individual the
transactions of a strictly domestic life may be,
they afford no materials out of which to construet
a narrative calculated to arrest the attention of
strangers. I must content myself, therefore, in
reference to the impeachment, by stating, that for
the space of seven entire years its issues hung in
suspense ;*that every effort of Mr. Hastings and
his counsel to obtain a speedy judgment was
frustrated ; that the three estates of the realm
were repeatedly petitioned, sometimes conjointly,
sometimes separately, but that no results followed
favourable to the cause of justice and humanity-
Long after it must have been apparent to them-
selves that they had failed in establishing their
case, the managers persevered in attacks the very
) Z 2
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tone of which sufficiently indicated the spirif i
which they originated, for it was that of personal
vituperation and malignity throughout. But the
Lords did their duty, as they have alwayh dope
when appealed to for the administration of strict
and impartial justice. On the 23rd of April,
1795, Mr. Hastings was commanded to present
himself in Westminster Hall, when the Chancellor
(Lord Loughhborough), no friend of his fform the
outset, informed him that by a large maﬁority lle
had been acquitted, and that he was in consequence
discharged. .
It is a gratifying thing, doubtless, to be dis-
missed from a lengthened inquisition into cha-
racter, with a reputation freed from reproach by
the verdict of our judges; and this gratification
Mr. Hastings experienced in no ordinary degree.
For though the determinately prejudiced might
still cling to their own views of his case, By the
universal voice of the nation, his, acquittal was *
greeted as a triumph. Moreover, the *congratu-
latory addresses which poured in upon him, not
from his friends and countrymen alone, but from
strangers and foreigners, and above all from the
inhabitants of BritishIndia, told of the general
interest which his wrongs had excited, in language
that was not to be misunderstood. Yet Mr. Has-
tings came not forth from the ordeal unscathed.
His good name might be saved, but his worldly
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prospects were blighted, inasmuch as the cost of
the trial had swallowed up almost all the savings
of a lifetime. Not less than seventy-six thousand
fire hundred and twenty-eight pounds were wasted
in law charges alone; while the other expenses’
incident to such a protracted prosecution, during
which it was necessary to communicate with all
parts of the world, and bring witnesses from very
distant quarters, reduced the party in whose favour
sentence was given to a state of bankruptey. Mr.
Hastings, when for the last time he turned his
back on Westminster Hall, could not tell whence
the funds were to come by which the weekly-bills
of his household might be djgcharged ; he was, as
far as pecuniary matters were affected, a ruined
man. IR

It was not, however, by these means alone that
the impeachment operated with fatal effect upon
‘the Immediate condition and future prospects of
Mr. Hastir;gs.. The doors of public life were, in a
great méasure, shut against him by it for ever.
Acquitted he doubtless was, and society, in all its
departments, from the palace to the cottage, hailed
the event with j.oy; but as both the great parties
in the state had united in carrying the prosecution
forward, so they equally withdrew from the con-
test, as men are apt to do, when, in their efforts to
accomplish some great purpose, they have been
defeated. Mr. Burke and his friends continued to
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hate the man whom, in the spirit of undisguised
hatred, they had dragged before the highest- tri-
bunal in the land. Mr. Pitt, and the supporters
of his administration generally, could not forgive
the same individual, because, in spita of their in-
fluence exerted against him, he had establishad his
own innocence. The very extent of Mr. Hastings’s
deservings became in their eyes a ground of hps-
tility ; and having failed to destroy, they deter-
mined, and adhered to their determination, %o
neglect him.

Of the existence of this feeling towards himsel,
on the part of the King’s Government, Mr. Has-
tings was not destined to remain long in ignorance.
After a day or two devoted to the exchange of
visits of congratulation, and paying his court, as
became him, both at the levee and in the drawing
room, Mr. Hastings drew uff a petition to the
House of Commons, in which he set forth the
heavy expenses to which, by the impeachment, he
had been subjected, and prayed for remuneration,
He took this stép in despite of the remonstrances
of his most intimate friends, W}lO' prognosticated
that no good would arise from it; yet it was not
taken unadvisedly. On the contrary, as he had
more than once, in the course of the trial, been
given to understand, that in the event of an
acquittal, his expenses would be defrayed by the
country, Mr. Hastings conceived that he was
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entithed, both in law and equity, to the remune-
ration for which he applied. And he ventured to
hope, in defiance of all apparent probabilities to
the contrary, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer
would himself see the matter in a similar light.
He therefore commissioned his friend, Colonel
Hastings, to carry the petition to Mr. Pitt, with a
request that the right honourable gentleman would
lay the case before the King, so that the appli-
cation, when formally made, might carry with it
the weight of a message from the Crown. Mr.
Bitt seems to have taken a few days, and only a
few, to deliberate on the proposition of Colonel
Hastings. He returned the paper at their termi-
nation, with a short note to the effect, that,  under
all the circumstances, he did not conceive that he
should be justified in submitting the petition of
the late Governor- Oenelal of India to the consi-
deration of the sovereign.” ‘

*To say that M. Hastings was e1the1 surprised
or disappointed by the refusal of Mr. Pitt to in-
- terest himself in his petition, would be to advance
an opinion for which I have no authority in fact.
I am inclined, on the contrary, to believe, that the
result of the application was scarcely different from
that which he anticipated, because he seems, from
very early times, to have counted little, if at all,
upon the friendly disposition of the prime minister.
How, indeed, could the case be otherwise? Mr.
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Hastings was not ignorant that it was Mur.Pitt
who stood between him and a peerage ten years
previously ; while the whole bearing of that right
honourable gentleman, from the beginniné to the
end of the trial, had evinced towards him a feeling
decidedly hostile.  Still Mr. Hastings- beljeved
that there was a moral obligation upon himself to
make the move, and he made it without m\}ch
caring whether it might prove successful or the
reverse. It was not successful, and the ﬁpplicant
felt chagrined for the moment. Nevertheless he
found no reason in the end to regret having ex-
posed himself to the repulse, because the fact of
his having sustained one placed him in a better
light towards the East India Company, and
strengthened the hands of his adherents while
appealing to that body for the justice (I cannot
call it the bouuty) which the Legislature refused
to award. , *
Besides these more serious evils,—the loss of far-
tune, and the negation of merited honodrs,—Mir.
Hastings was exposed, as well during the pro-
gress of the trial as after its termination, to an-
noyances which, by a finely tempered mind like
his, are scarcely more endurable than the worst
that can befall. He was prepared, as every man
gifted with common sense must be against whomea
criminal prosecution lies, to find his good name
treated with little respect by those who might
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undertake the conduet of such prosecution. But
on the extreme lengths to which the leading

manager carried the system of vituperation he had

never counted.

“We knoaw,” said Mr. Burke on one occasion, ¢ that
as we are to be served by men, that the persons who
serve us must be tried as men, and that there is a very
large allowance indeed duec to human ipfirmity and
human error. This we know, and have weighed before
we caige to your Lordships’ bar. But the crimes we
e¢harge are not the causes and cffects of common
human frailty, such as we know, and feel, and can
allow for, but they arc crimes which have their rise in

* the wicked dispositions of men; they are crimes which
have their rise in avarice, rapacity, pride, cruelty,
ferocity, malignity of temper, haughtiness, insolence,—
in short, everything that manifests a heart blackened
to the very blackest—a heart dyed deep in blackness—

a heart gangrened to the core.”” ... < We have not
chosen to bring before you a poor trembling delin-
quent.” ... < We dave brought before you the head,

the chief, a captain-general of iniquity—one in whom
all the freud, all the tyranny of India are embodied,
“discipliped, and arrayed.” . .. I charge him,” con-
tinued the orator, « with havmrr taken away the lands
of orphans, with having ahenated the fortunes of
widows, with having wasted the country and destr 0_)6(1
the inhabitants, after cruelly harassing and distressing
them. I charge him with having tmtured their per-
sons and dish.onoured their religion through-his wicked
agents, who were at the bottom and root of his villainy.
I charge him in the name of the Commons of Eng-
*land.” . .. “ Now, my Lords, what is it we want? We
want to have the cause of oppressed princes, of undone
women of the first rank, redressed—of desolated pro-
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vinces and wasted kingdoms redressed. Do you want
a criminal, my Lords? When was so much iniquity
charged against any one? No, my Lords, you must
not look to India to furnish one, for Mr. Hasting.s has
not left in India substance enough to furnish suche
another delinquent.” . .. < I impeach Warren Has-
tings in the name of the people of all India, whose
laws, rights, and liberties he has subverted. I impefich
him in the name of the people of India, whose country
he has destroyed. I impeach him in the name of
human nature, which he has cruelly injured and op-

pressed in both sexes.” .
.

Such is a specimen of the style in which the
leading manager judged it not inexpedient to clothe ,
the harangue with which the proceedings against
Mr. Hastings were opened. The charges, though
general, are all of the most atrocious kind ; the
prisoner at the bar, ere the case against him has
been so much as stated, is overwhelmed with
invectives, which would have begn misapplied had
he stood there to receive sentence as a convicted
criminal. Does the reader desire to kifow how,
the same orator expressed himself when the pro-
gress of events carried him forward to the dis-
cussion of particular acts? The following samples
are taken at random from Mr. Burke’s speeclies
in 1789 5 '

The prisoner is < eminent for the pillage and de-
struction of provinces.” ... His are “crimes of great ,
enormity, the ruin and expulsion of 1llustrious families,

the total ruin of villages, the total expulsion of the
first houses in Asia.” ... He is a man “who in his

*
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own person has done more mischief than all those per-
sons whose evil practices had produced all those laws,
those regulations, and even his own appointments.” ...
“A cerrupt, shocking arrangement was made, and
Bengal saw a dancing girl administer its laws.” . ..
« He murdered that man (Nundcomar) by the hands of
Sir Elijah Impey.” . . . ©“ He gorged his ravenous maw
with an allowance of two hundred pounds a-day. He
is not satisfied without sucking the blood of fourteen
hpndred nobles. He is never corrupt without he is
cruel. He never dines without creating a famine. He
fpeds o the indigent, the decaying, and the ruined,
and them he depresses together, not like the generous
eagle who preys on 2 living, reluctant, equal prey; no,
*he is like the ravenous vulture, who feeds on the dead
and the enfeebled; who destroys and incapacitates
nature in the destruction of its objects while devouring
the carcases of the dead, and® then prides himself on
his ignominious security; and his cruelty is beyond
his corruption. At the same time there is in his
hypocrisy something more terrible than his cruelty.
For at the same tirge that he exercises a proscription
thaf sweeps off the bread of thousands of the nobility,
he turns fhe precious balm that flows from wounded
humanity into deadly, rancorous, and mortal poison to
the huntan race.” ... His crimes are so multiplicd,
that all the contrivances of ingenuity to cover them
are abortive.”

Will these specimens of Mr. Burke’s eloquence
suffice, or shall we add to them one or two more?
Let the following sum up our catalogue. They

«will at least show thgt it was not always in a spirit
of generous indignation, because of wrongs done,
or supposed to.be done, to suffering millions, that
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the manager indulged his taste and talent,for
invective of the grossest kind. It is thus that he

speaks of Mr. Hastings, not as the governor of a
province, but as a man :(— .,

«This swindling Meeceenas—swindling of glory, and
obtaining honour under false pretences—a bad scriBbler
of absurd papers, who could never put two sentences of
sense together.” ... A man whose origin was low,
obscure, and vulgar, and bred in vulgar and 1gnob°le
habits ; more proud than persons born under eanopies
of state, and swaddled in purple.” . . . The proceedings
of this man were, he says, “a traitm ous and rebellious
assumption of the power which belongs only to the
ng, as sovereign, with both Houses of Parlia-
ment.” ... Again: « Such are the damned and damn-
able proceedings of a judge in hell, and such a judge
was Warren Hastings.” . . . « Sir Walter Raleigh was
called a spider of hell. This was foolish, indecent in
Lord Coke. Had he been a manager on this trial he
would have been guilty of a neglect of duty had he
not called the prisoner a spider of hell.” Flnally,
he is “ a captain-general of iniquity, thlef tyrant
robber, cheat, swindler, sharper. We, cafl him al]
these names, and are sorry that the Enghsh language
does not afford terms adequate to the enormity of his
offences.”

The freedom of speech claimed by every counsel,
whether in the prosecution or defence of a pri-
soner, is doubtless very great; neither is he a
friend to substantial Justlce who would desire to,
see it materially abridged ; but T do not think that
the wildest advocate of forensm licence will venture
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to. Justify expressions like thege, even if the case
be one where, to save life, it is necessary to
appeal, not to the reason, but to the passions of an
ordin2ry jury. Mr. Burke, however, had not even
this poor excuse to offer for his outrage on common
decency. His own passions were mnot, or rather
ougflt not to have been, enlisted either for or
against the accused. His appeal was made to a
court in which reason, and reason alone, might be
gxpectd to preside. What right had he to load
with opprobrious epithets, and cover with dnmiti-
gated abuse, a great public servant, against whom
he had been commissioned to conduct a great
public prosecution ? Butthis is not all. Far from
desiring that his words shduld be received as the
index of his own private opinion, no matter on
what evidence formed, Mr. Burke had the audacity
to drag the wholg Commons of England at his
chariot wheel ; and to tell the Lords that as the
libels which he had uttered were fully credited by
the body \Vlli.qll had commissioned him to speak in
their name, so they must choose between the pri-
soner and the House of Commons, one or other of
whom their sentence would overwhelm with dis-
grace. “ Nothing,” said he, “ but the malice of
the House of Commons could have instigated them
to institute this prosecution if they htd not been
“sure of his guilt.  Nothing but a great party
formed by his wealth could support him.” ... «I
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tremble for the eveat because, if the pusonel is’
innocent, the Commons are guilty.”

Such was the temper and spirit in which, from
first to last, Mr. Burke carried on the proseeuti().n
of Warren Hastings; and such the insults to
which Mr. Hastings, throughout nine long years,
found himself under the necessity of submitfing.
Moreover, the utmost pains were taken to induce
a belief, both at home and abroad, that the objett
of all this obloquy was rolling in weakh ; in
wealth; wrung from the blood of oppressed
millions, and now dispensed with a free hand, in
order to corrupt the springs of justice, even at the
fountain head. Among other ridiculous stories,
which had their day,®though a brief one, I may
be permitted to specify two—hoth of which made
some noise at the time, though they are long ago
forgotten. It happened on thg 2d of January,
1786,—the very day on which the Commons came
to the resolution of impeaching Mr. Hastings on
the Benares charge,—that Mr. Hastmgs 1ecelved
through Mr. Richard Johnson, the Company’s
resident at the Court of Hyderabad, a letter from
the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn ; which, together
with a small bulze, containing a diamond, the
Nabob requested Mr. Hastings to present to the
King. The diamond and letter were delivered to
Lord Sydney, who conveyed them, as in duty
bound, to His Majesty; and they were both
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graciously received. But the matter did not end
. thére. In the House of Commons first, and after-
wards in the newspapers, it was asserted, that the
lettes from the Nabob was an impudent forgery ;
and that the diamond, a jewel of incaleulable
value, had'been given by Mr. Hastings himself as
a btibe, wherewith to secure the royal countenance
and support in his difficulties. It is scarcely
necessary to add, that the caricaturists soon turned
the stery to account. The shop windows were
Almost immediately filled with representations of
George the Third in a wheel-barrow, which Mr.
*Hastings trundled before him; while the legend
ran thus :—“ What a man buys he may sell.”
 The good old King, it® appears, was highly
amused with the device. He laughed heartily
when it was shown to him, and said, < Well, I
have seen myself i Ja many odd s1tuat10ns but never
in & wheel-barrow till now.’ ’
The story of the diamond was absurd and ma-
“licious gnough ; yet, in point of magnitude, it fell
greatly short of another, which, a year later, ob-
tained very general circulation. It was said that
Mr. Hastings, tinding it impossible to remit his
enormous fortune by any ordinary means to
Europe, had freighted several ships with the most
valuable merchandise; and sent them to Am-
*sterdam for the purpose of discharging their
cargoes. So completely had this tale gained at
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one time the ear of the world, that the French
Government appointed agents to treat with Nr.
Hastings for the purchase of his goods; nor was
it without some difficulty that Mr. Hastings eould
induce the French minister at the Court of St
James to mistrust the truth of a statement to
which he had himself contributed to give cifeu-
lation. At length, however, the French agents
went to Amsterdam, where, sure enough, vesseks
lay to be unloaded ; and it was ascertainad, that
not only was Warren Hastings not the sole owner
of their cargoes, but that he had in their cargoes
no interest whatever. *
[ say nothing of the thousand and one stories
that got afloat relative4o the enormous sums dis- *
bursed by Mr. Hastings in hiring writers to plead
his cause, and the editors of newspapers to give
circulation to their essays. Ngither is 1t worth
while to dwell upon Mr. Burke’s attempt, so eagly
as the month of January, 1787, to have Mr.
Hastings committed to close custody ;*on the plea’
that three hundred thousand pounds had Dbeen sold
out of the public funds, and that the owner of
that enormous treasure was about to defeat the
course of justice by fleeing from the country. The
full disclosures which in due time came out, of the
state of Mr. Hastings’s pecuniary affairs, both at
the commencement and at the close of his im-°
peachment, set to rest these idle rumours for ever.
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Yet they were sources of indescribable pain to .
him who was the object of them at the moment,
because Mr. Hastings was sensitive of his honour
to,a dégree which seldom consists with a long life
spent in political warfare—more especially in poli-
tical giﬁce; and being a poor man, he felt that his
honour was compromised as often as his enemies
spoke of him as the reverse. Morcover, they
camie not alone. Mr. Hastings was indignant
wigh M. Burke, and scarcely less so with Mr.
Pitt, who added this to his other acts of unkind-
ness—that it was he, who, after sentence of
acquittal had gone forth from the House of Lords,
moved for a vote of thanks by the Commons to
their managers in the impeachment. But a deeper
and a more painful feeling possessed the subject of
this memoir, when he beheld arrayed among the
number of his mogt inveterate persecutors the
brother of Alexander Elliott, on whom he had
-layished so fnuch kindness,- and whose memory he
continued« to cherish with the fondest affection.
Far be it from me to Insinuate that Sir Gilbert
Elliott would have been justified, had he, believing
Mr. Hastings to be such as the articles of impeach-
ment described him, stood forward from motives of
personal gratitude or regard as his defender. But
1 cannot help thinking, and the world, I conceive,
Wlll go along with me, that at least it would have
been more becoming, had he declined to appear as
VOL. III. 2 A
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one of the managers on the trial.  For 8ir Gilbert
Elliott had been a frequent applicant to M.
Hastings, while in power, as often as some relative
or protégé of his own stood in need of an ap’pomt-
ment ; and not in a single instance do I find that
his apphcatlons were rejected. Yet he, after
largely benefiting by the patronage of his father’s
friend, and his brother’s protector, did not hesitate
to join eagerly in a cabal, which, had it succeedtd,
must have covered the name of Warren Hastings
with disgrace, if indeed it left the bearer of that
name any further place in the land of the living.
Sir Gilbert Elliott may have been, for aught 1
know to the contrary, as amiable in private life
as he was consistent in polities; but I deceive
myself if his name will not go down to posterity
with at least one deep stain upon its brightness
from which it might have beep saved.

"The issue of Mr. Hastings’s negociation wish the
minister no sooner became known, tham his friends
importuned him to lay his ease before the Court of
Directors ; and to demand of them as a matter, not

of favour but of right, that his expenses in the

recent prosecution should be defrayed by the
Company. Mr. Hastings positively refused to act
upon this suggestion. I feel,” said he, “equally
with you, that I shall suffer great injustice, if, after
having been acquitted on every charge, I be left %o
pay my own costs during the trial ; but my elaim
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lies, not against the Company bhut against the.
British nation. I have been subjected to a long,
and, as the issue has proved, an unmerited prose-
cutiong at the instance of the people of England,
or at least of their representatives. It is for the
country at large, not for any corporate body of its
inhabitants, to replace me on the ground which I
occupied ere the prosecution began; and if Par-
liament refuse this act of justice, I must submit. .
I can have no claim whatever upon the Court of
Directors.” His friends, however, thought differ-
ently. They argued that in his person the rights
of the Company had been tried ; and taking into
consideration the eminent services which he had
rendered, they came to the “conclusion that the
Proprietors would feel themselves bound to make
good his losses during the trial, if, indeed, they
went not further, hy voting him a separate gra-
tuity.e

. Foremosein the efforts to which a host of de-
voted admirers.immedidtely gave themselves up,
was Mr. Alderman Lushington; between whom
and Mr. Hastings some interesting correspondence
passed. It is highly honourable to both parties ;
for while, on the side of the Alderman, it abounds
with reasons why Mr. Hastings should take the
ground of one who has earned, and comes to claim
his reward ; on Mr. Hastings’s part the tone is
dignified and sober throughout. He is not too

. : 2A2
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proud to accept a favour; on the contrary, he
acknowledges his great need, and is willing to be
. relieved by the bounty of his employers. But he
abjures the idea of right, while at the same tame he
pays a becoming regard to his own position, by
declaring, that unless he be placed on a footing of
equality with Lord Cornwallis, to whon? the
Company were about to make a grant in testimony
of their sense of his eminent services, no considera-
tion of personal inconvenience should induce him
to become their debtor for one farthiﬁg. Owir.lg
to some mistake, Mr. Hastings was a few days
subsequently represented by his friend Mr. Van-
sittart as having, on this latter head, changed his
opinion ; and Mr. Ltshington paved the way, in
consequence, both with the Directors, and at the
Board of Control, to obtain for him an annuity for
life. But the question did not long remain in
doubt. Mr. Hastings, informed of what had been
done, wrote instantly to set himself right with Mr.
Lushington; and it was ' finally settled that ho
more should be asked of the Proprietors, than a
bare reimbursement of the expenses occasioned by
the trial.
- The first meeting of Proprietors especially
called to take into consideration the case of the
late Governor-general of India, occurred on the
20th of May, 1795. It was very numerously
attended, and -in all its proceedings evinced a
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spirit decidedly friendly to Mr. Hastings ; for a
vote in acknowledgment of his distinguished
merits. passed without opposition, and stands, with
mrany more of a like tendency, on the records of
the Court. Others, which had for their object,
firste a grant, in compensation for sums expended
in the conduct of his defence; and next, the
insuring to him out of the Company’s land revenue
an annu.ity of tive thousand pounds, were not indeed
s® immediately adopted. Yet, though referred to
the ballot, the reference was carried out in the best
possible temper, and a large majority in both
instances appeared favourable to the proposition.
Unfortunately for Mr. Hasgings, Lowever, recent
enactments had greatly modified the power of the
Company to deal generously by their dependants.
It was no longer competent for either the Pro-
prietors, or the Direetors, or both combined, to vote,
away sums of money, under the head of remune-
ration for services performed ; they must first of all
obtain th'e sanetion of the Board of Control ; and
the Board when appealed to, -in the case now
before us, showed no disposition to go along with
them. ] must again refer my reader to the history
of the trial, for the particulars of a transaction
which reflects, I write it not without reluctance,
little honour on Mr. Pitt’s administration. Enough
is done when I state, that, taking advantage of
certain clauses in the Act of Parliament, under
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which the Company’s charter had been renewed,
it was delivered as the opinion of the Attorney and
Solicitor-general, that the obstacles in the way of
the arrangement proposed were insurmountable.
Thus the most pressing point of all—the act
which was to relieve Mr. Hastings from a logd of
debt, under which he could with difficulty bear up
—fell to the ground ; while of the proposed annmty
it was shortly said, that the Board of Contxol
entirely and unhesitatingly condemned it. * .
The mortification occasioned by this issue to
their movements among the friends and admirers of
Mr. Hastings (and in the Court of Proprietors they
constituted a large majority) appears to have been
at least as acute as that with which Mr. Hastings
was himself affected ; neither were the Directors
actuated by a temper different from that which
swayed their constituents. They took the subject
of his losses into consideration as often as they
could find a pretext for doing so, afld evinced
throughout a laudable desire to discharge them-
selves of what they felt to be a moral obligation of
the most pressing nature. Nor, indeed, was Mr.
Hastings’s a case which admitted of a moment’s
unnecessary delay. He was not only penniless,
but reduced so completely to the condition of a
bankrupt, that the sale of all his property, sup;
posing it to have fetched its full value in the
" market, would have scarcely enabled him to com-
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pound with his creditors at the rate of ten shillings
in the pound. Yet this was the man of whom his
enemies declared that he had sucked the blood of
fourteen thousand nobles, and never sat down to
dine without causing a famine !

L am not sure that any good purpose would be
served were I to continue these details much
farther. It is well known that, after much hesita-
tion and delay—after frequent remonstrances from
the two Courts, and a wavering resistance on the
part of the King’s Government—the question at

Jssue between Mr. Hastings and the Board of
Control ended in a sort of compromise. Instead
of the immediate liquidation of his debts, and a
‘pension of 50007 for life, the Company was per-
mitted to settle upon him, for the term of twenty-
eight years and a half, an annuity of four thousand
pounds ; forty-twg thousand pounds of which were
pald in advance, while a further loan of fifty
thousand; hee from interest, was offered and ac-
cepted.s Thus after the most unreserved exposure
of the state of his pecuniary affairs, which hopes,
that were never realized, could have alone induced
him to make, Mr. Hastings found himself benefited
to a slender extent by the good will of his em-
ployers; inasmuch a% the stream of their bounty
_was not only reduced to a very narrow volume,
but the mode in which it was dispensed took away
from its fertilizing influence to a degree which I
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shall take occasion by and bye to point out. Mr.
Hastings never complained of having received
harsh usage at the hands of the East India Com-
pany; but Mr. Hastings’s contemporaries #id—
what posterity, 1 suspect, will continue to do.
They considered that his eminent services scarcely
met with the full measure of their reward, éven
from the body which had reaped from these
services such unparalleled benefits. But I must
turn to another page in my history.
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CHAPTER XII.

Proceedings in Private Life—Familiar Letters.

So soon as it became apparent that the Govern-
mént. was determined to take part in the impeach-
ment wth which he was threatened, Mr. Hastings
withdrew almost entirely from public life. He
was too proud a man fo solicit the favour even of
the Crown, while the ministers of the Crown
swelled the list of his enemies ; he was too good a
man not to find in the qui®t pursuits of his own
home a compensation for the loss of honours and
high station abroad. Of his purchase of Beau-
mont Lodge, and of the zeal with which he applied
himself to its adornment, notice has elsewhere been
taken. Bhere in dignified retirement he spent a
considerable portion of his time, not unfrequently
surrounded by the friends of his early days; and
when he chose to vary the scene, he did so either
by visiting London, in the season, or by passing to
one or other of the watering places; which were
then in fashion. Such migrations, however, like
the habits of his domestic life, were all controlled
and regulated by a principle of unpretending
simplicity. There was nothing mean- or sordid

4
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about him; quite the reverse; but he was, too
poor a man to indulge in unnecessary luxuries;
and he was by far too wise to find the smallest
pleasure in ostentation. .
Neither the possession of Beaumont Lodge,
however, nor the pains which he took to improve
it, withdrew Mr. Hastings’s thoughts for one
moment from the favourite dream of his youth.
He still desired to be the proprietor of the Dayles-
ford estate; and he ultimately succeeded.® From
an entry in his diary, dated the 26th of August,
1788, I find that he that day completed the purs,
chase, and that the first costs, including an annuity
of 100/. a-year to Mr. Knight and his wife,
amounted barely to efeven thousand four hundred
and twenty-four pounds. 'This may appear a
trifling sum for a retired Governor-general of
India to have expended in thg attainment of an
object on which he bad long set his heart ; yet'the
reader must not suppose that it refeived ng
increase.  Daylesford, on the contrary, soon
became to its new lord a fruitful source of ex-
penditure. The mansion-house was old and in
ruins ; he caused it forthwith to be pulled down,
and erected a new one in its place. The grounds,
greatly indebted to nature, had received no im-
proving touches from the hand of art. He set
himself forthwith to the agreeable occupation of
planting, levelling, turning various water-courses



< MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 363

inta one channel, and otherwise embellishing with
consuminate taste the spot where he meant thence-
forth to set up his rest. By referring to the state-
ment of his accounts, which he in 1795 laid before
the Chairman of the Court of Directors, it
would appear that the total amount ef outlay upon
the improvements of Daylesford exceeded forty
thousand pounds; and that before he had fairly
established himself in his new home, Mr. Hastings
was out of pocket little short of sixty thousand
pounds by the purchase.

. From the date of his final settlement at Dayles-
ford, Mr. Hastings sank (if the expression be al-
lowable when speaking of so great a man) into
the condition of a country .gentleman. In all the
pursuits of an agriculturist he took the deepest
interest. e bred horses, reared sheep, fatted
bullocks, sowed agd reaped corn, ard exhibited in
each of these occupations, as one after another they
engrossell him, not less of knowledge than of
enthusiasm. As a horticulturist, likewise, his name
can never be mentioned without respect. His
gardens were perfect models of that graceful
style which, owing all its beauties to the skill of
the artist, yet appears to be the production of
untutored nature. He took infinite pains, more-
_ over, to possess himself of the seeds of plants and
" herbs which he had admired in their native soil of
India, and which he believed were not too delicate
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to be reared and brought to perfection in England.
In a word, Mr. Hast’irfi’gs, in the seclusion of
Daylesford, was precisely what he used to be when
the fate of a great empire depended upon his wilk;
he was constantly employed, and always had for the
end of his egertions the attainment of some good
and wise purpose, involving moral or physical
benefits to his fellow creatures. It is not, however,
to be supposed that he left himself w1thout Jeisure
either to watch as they befel the mighty events by
which Europe was shaken, or to keep the fine
edge of his genius from growing dull for lack ofe
use. He nevér ceased to take an interest in
public affairs ;- he never lost his_taste for intel-
lectual pursuits, and he contrived so to interweave
them with the ordinary occupations of life, that
the one seemed, in point of fact, to be a portion of
the other. The following bri¢f account of the
manner in which one day at Daylesford Wwas
spent may be taken as a tolerably coryect’specimen
of all the rest. .

Mr. Hastings had always been an early riser:
he was generally up and dressed before any other
member of the family began to stir, and, shutting
himself in his own little room, he devoted the first
hour of the day to private study. Mr. Hastings
breakfasted invariably alone, and his meal never
consisted of any other viands than tea and bread
and butter; in the former of which articles, by the
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way, he was a decided epicure, for he made it after
a fashion of his own. It was with him a maxim,
that the tea having been once infused, and the tea-
pot fidled, no second supply of water ought to be
added. AIl the aroma, he would say, is carried
off in the first decoction ; you extract nothing
front"the wasted leaves by saturating them again,
except a bitter and unwholesome beverage. In
like manner, animal food of every description, down,
I beliewe, to the fresh laid egg, was, on principle,
excluded from his early meal. But though he
never breakfasied with the family party, not even
‘when Daylesford house chanced to he full of
guests, Mr. Hastings would come forth from his
own room, which communieated with theirs, and
sit beside his friends and do his best to amuse
them while they were demolishing their tongue
and venison pasties. On these occasions he not
unfrequently mad8 his appearance with a copy of
verses in, his hand, the composition of which had
employed either his sleepless hours by night or his
first Wa.king moments in the morning ; and they
were uniformly so graceful—so perfectly adapted
to the situation of the party, because touching
either on the occurrences of the past day, or illus-
tl'ating some subject of conversation which might
have called forth his own wit or the wit of some-
*body else—that every interruption of the pleasant
practice was felt as a grievous disappointment.
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There is no poet, however, whose Pegasus will
always soar on the mere volition of its rider; and
Mr. Hastings did from time to time join the family
circle without bringing a poetic offering elong
with him. When thus reduced to matters of fact,
he would either read aloud some passage from a
favourite author, or, if public events happené’d to
be peculiarly interesting, he took refuge in a
newspaper. Whatever his text might be, how-
ever, he seldom failed to make it clear by en oral
commentary ; and I have been assured by those
who enjoyed the best opportunities of judging that
he was never more agreeable, never more ani-
_ mated, than at these early conversaziones. There
was a playfulness in his humour which won the
best affections of such as listened to it ; there was
a strength and power in his philosophy which
commanded the respect of all to whom its maxims
were propounded. - .
Mr. Hastings. was a great advocate forbathing,
which he regarded as conducive not ohly to, clean-’
liness, but to health. He himself took the cold
bath daily, the warm bath twice or thrice a-week,
and, as often as an opportunity came in his way,
he indulged freely his predilection for swiriming.
In like manner his fondness for horse-exercise, and
indeed for the horse itself, was quite oriental. He
rode remarkably well, and he piqued himself on*
the accomplishment to an extent which in almost
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any other man might have been accounted Vridi—,v
culous: for nothing pleased him more than to
undertake some animal which nobody else could
contrel and to reduce it (as he invariably did) to a
state of perfect docility. The following anecdote,
which I have from my friend Mr. Impey, himself
an aftor in the little drama, may suffice to show
the extent to which this passion was carried :—

*It happened once upon a time, when Mr. Impey
was, with some other boys, on a visit at Dayles-
ford, that Mr. Hastings, returning from a ride,
saw his young friends striving in vain to manage
an ass which they had found grazing in the pad-
dock, and which one after another they chose to
mount. The ass, it appears, had no objection to re-
ceive the candidates for equestrian renown succes-
sively on his back, but budge a foot he would not ;
and there being neither saddle nor bridle, where-
with to restrain hi§ natural movements, he never
failed, so goon as a difference of opinion arose, to
get the Dbettet of his rider. Each in his turn, the
boys were repeatedly thrown, till at last Mr.
Hastings, who watched the proceeding with great
interest, approached.

“ Why, boys,” said he, «“ how is ‘it that none of
you can ride ?” :

“ Not ride!” cried the little aspirants; “we
tould ride well enough, if we had a saddle and
a bridle ; but he’s such an obstinate brute, that we
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idon't think even you, Slr, could sit hnn bare-
backed.” _

“ Let’s try,;’ exclaimed the Governor-general.
Whereupon he dismounted, and gave his horse to
one of the children to hold, and mounted the
donkey. The beast began to kick up his heels,
and lower his head as heretofore ; but this time the
trick would not answer. The Governor-general
sat firm, and finally prevailed, whether by fair
means or foul I am not instructed, in getéing the
quadruped to move wheresoever he chose. He
himself laughed heartily as he resigned the con-
quered thistle-eater to his first friends; and the
story when told, as told it was, with consummate
humour, at the dinnerstable, afforded great amuse-
ment to a large circle of guests.

Besides preparing the poetical effusions of which
I have spoken as giving a zest to the conversation
over the general breakfast tafle at Daylesford,
Mr. Hastings was in the constant habit of amusing
himself in literary composition. I fiid among his
papers, essays, dissertations, criticisms, poems, on
almost every conceivable subject; of which many
appear to me to possess extraordinary merit, while
all exhibit marks of talent, if not of genius’ It is
not, however, my intention to introduce into the
present work any specimens of these literary pro-
ductions. There are more than enough of them®
within my reach to form a moderate sized volume,
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and I shall greatly distrust my own judgment in-
such matters for the future, if the readers of this
memo.ir fail to thank me, should I by and bye
arrange them into something like order, and offer
them for general perusal. o
Hawing premised all this, there remains for me
only the pleasant task of filling up the present
chapter with some of Mr. Hastings’s familiar let-
ters, tak.en at random, from the multitudes that
coter my table. It will be seen that I choose
those which are addressed to his earliest and most
trasty friends, in preference to others which bear
more imposing superscriptions. My reasons for
doing so require no explanasion. It is only in
such correspondence as the following, that we
may ever hope to discover a faithful plcture of the
writer’s mind and feelings. SEE

To G, R. Tuomrsox, Hsq., rderring in part to Iiis Negociation with the
Courteof Directors about the Annuity, in part to the Congratulatory
Addresses \Vhic‘l had reached him from India.

° . . Park La ae, 26th March, 1796,

My dear Thompson,—When you. come to town I
know that it is with such reluctan ce, and you have
such powerful calls for your spee dy retwrn, that I
never expect to have more than fl ceting glimpses of
you. My disappointment, therefor: 3, is not so great as
yours, if you are so near, and yet can afford me but
little of your society, though no  one of your friends
sets a greater, if an equal, value ¥ pon it. Next time,
hotever, do as you promise. Put v ip your portmanteau
in Vere-street Hotel, or there is ¢ jne in Oxford-strect,
or be anywhere near us.

VOL. 1II. o 23
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Mrs. Hastings returned to town on the 14th, alnost
well, . caught a new cough, added other and worse
complaints to it, and is but within these three days
well enough to go abroad. -

The Directors have not yet closed my arrangements.
I have desired them to purchase my annuity, fo pre-
vent my depreciating their bounty by selling it to a Jew,
and to enable me to pay the remainder of my&iebts.
A foolish motion of Lord Lauderdale in the House of
Peers, giving occasion for a short delay, the chairn‘lan
in that interval fell sick, and my letter remains unno-
ticed ; but a Court is called for next Tuesday, for the
express purpose, as 1 understand, of taking their sen-
timents upon it.

In the mean time, the copy of a letter from the
British inhabitants of Calcutta, congratulating me
upon my acquittal, with the annunciation of two similar
addresses from the officers and native inhabitants of
Calcutta, is seasonably arrived, and these are aids to
the business on the principle of popularity. The
paper which is come is admirably drawn up. As it is
in the newspapers, I conclude ygu have seen it. It is,
as our great Lord observed, “simple and diggpified,
evidently proceeding from a sentiment of gnore than it
was thought useful or becoming to express.” It cen-
soles me for the want of money to throw away on the
luxuries of a farm and a greenhouse, and on the tax
of town residence.

Mrs. Hastings .gives her love to you and Mrs.
Thompson, and under her protection I beg leave to
offer mine.

I had almost forgotten a material object of my
letter. I forgot what you told me concerning the
person for whom you wanted the cadetship which Mr.
Inglis promised me. T think you said that he was
otherwise provided for. Let me know by the returning



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 371

post whether you still wish for it, as Mr. Inglis reserves
the appointment for me, and must give in his nomi-
nation by the end of this month. If you adhere to the
origimal recommendation, give me the person’s name.
At all events write an answer by to-morrow’s post.
Your affectionate.

The follow@ to Sir John D’Oyley exhibits
the writer in the light of an ardent agriculturist :—

Daylesford House, 10th June, 1799,

L ]

*My dear Sir John,—I return you as many thanks
as can amount to my sense of the strong testimony
which you have given me of your affection, in the letter
recommending Mr. Turton to General Ellerker, and
the additional recommendation ‘which you intend to
give him to Captain Davies. oThis will be of more
service to him than all my letters united.

I rejoice at the birth of your Indian calf, and hope
that I and my cow shall both live to profit by his ser-
vices, when he is arrived at full estate. I am yet not
without hopes of a sisilar accession to my own Indian
family.

M. Coolee has sent me the implements which you
were so good as'to bespeak for me; and I shall set the
chaffeutter to work before I close this letter. I have
already tried it—yesterday, God forgive me! I do
not think that the simple examination of a thing which
may be converfed to the general benefit of all the
society around me can be termed doing any manner of
work in the sense of the commandment. But I am
just come from working it with lucerne, and oatstraw
as a substratum, and have distributed the produce
among my best horses. Sir Charles and my new broke
. colt eat it greedily. Mrs. Hastings’s horse only rejects
it, and my grey mare seems only not to dislike it. I

282
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suppose the crudeness of the expressed juice of the
plant is unpleasant to them from want of use. The
instrument does not draw the lucerne alone, but works
well with straw neatly laid at the bottoni. Ifel am
right in my recollection, P. L. Close gave his horses
and cattle green and dry chaff mixed ; and if his riding
horse obtained his sleek coat by suchaprovender, with
(I conclude) a little addition of oats™here cannot be
a better diet.

I have written to Mr. Cooke for a plough, and .it
will be in time.

I have fitted up a stand for two oxen, whith I agpn
now fattening on my idea of the principles (or rather
of their application, for I cannot err in the principles)
of My. Close’s stables. .

I find my bailiff heartily desirous to give my inno-
vations a fair trial; but he, my groom, carter, and all
are delighted thh the chaff-cutter. I grieve that 1
want the bodily powers, which, if T possessed them, I
am sure I could employ to the completion of my cha-
racter as a farmer. I amresolved, however, to get back
the cost of my machines by the uge of them.

Having paper to spare, and a frank to cover it, § will
fill it with some observations on the practige of giving
cattle cut food. . .

From the frequent instances of oats growtng out of
horses dung, and the disorders to which elephants are
liable from eating the leaves and succulent stems of
plantain trees uncut, it is evident that it is only the
soluble parts of vegetable substances on which the
powers of digestion can act, the hard husk of the entire
oat preserving the seed from undergoing any change
in the passage, and the fibres of all grasses undercrmno‘
but little, especially the stems of lucerne and greem
tares near the roots, the greater portion of straw, and
much even of hay. These of course often retain their
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original substance, and ‘are connected together like
TOpes, through all the intestines. How far this may
disturb what is called the peristaltic motion, or in what
otheg way they may be affected by the prolongation of
the same undissolved matter through vessels formed
for different processes of digestion, I am not anatomist
enough to conjecture: but I am confident of the
caufe, however it may produce its effect. In the in-
stance of elephants the effect is visible.

Hence it appears that in all cases, where cattle
Have fibrous food provided for them, of whatever kind,
it ouglet to be prepared for the stomach by being first
cut into small portions. I have read that hogs will
thrive ina field of clover, but die, if it is given to them

«as it is cut from the field. This (if true) must be owing
to the causc above assigned.  I'wish you would suggest
this to Mr, Close. You need not show him what I
have written. ‘ LI e f

I addto this a letter addressed to one of Sir
John D’Oyley’s sons, who had recently gone out to
India as a writer., It does full justice to the kind
and gentle disposition which induced Mr. Hastings
to take s much interest in the well being of young
people,and endeared him in an extraordinary degree
to all the young persons with whom le ever came
closely into contact, )

Daylesford House, 24th April, 1799,
My dear Charles,—I thank you for your kind letter,
and for affording me this proof of your retaining me in
your remembrance, which pleased me, though I was
*far from suspecting that you would forget me. If you
follow one of the dictates of natural morality, to love
all who love you, and with the same measure of affec-
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tion, you will feel that sentiment in the fullest degree
for Mrs. Hastings and myself as long as you live ; and
we wish for no better effect of it, than to be 1nformed
by your letters that you prosper and are happy. ¢You
have commenced your course so well, and seem to
have laid down for yourself so judicious a plan of con-
duct, that I have no doubt of your attaining both
these objects. Your excellent father, who unceasingly
talks of you, and with what anxiety you need not be
told, has gratified us exceedingly by permitting us to
read your letters, knowing how interested we were in
their contents, and how many sources of satBfactiop
they would, as they did, yield us.

You cannot too highly appreciate the benefits which
you have received by your reception into Mr. Brooke’s
family ; nor can you know so well as I do, be the
present manners and fashions of the young men of
Calcutta what they may} what perils you have escaped
by having been thus withdrawn from their society.
Against these your good sense would have been an in-
secure guard, and the goodness of your heart would
but have more exposed you to them. Upon this sub-
ject I could give you a world of good advice ; but ;you
will not want it. Yet let me say thus much: cherish
your present protection; and when you.lose it, as you
must in the course of a few years, resolve to be in
every sense your own master, nor suffer any influence
but the rectitude of your own understanding to pre-
scribe your conduct in the pursuit either of pleasure,
interest, or reputation.

Sir John and Lady D’Oyley made us very happy by
deviating a little from the direct line of their route to
Dublin, and passing a few, though very few, days with
us in the last month. We expect them again in thei®
way back in the beginning of the next, and propose to
accompany them to Newlands. Your father appeared
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to be in better health than I have seen him in for
many years, and your dear mother holds her head
almost as erect-as if her neck had never received any
injul('f'. Indeed I never perceived the effects of it after
the day of her arrival. Your little brother was so far
of the party. He is very much like what you were at
the same age, in temper and person, and less delicate
in h# health than I had expected to see him. i

I beg you will present my kindest regards to your
good friend, Mr. Brooke. I ever remembered him with
the respect which was due to a truly amiable character,
and I leve him for his goodness to you.

* Mis. Hastings desires me to assure you of her
kindest affection and good wishes. I am ever, my dear
Charles, your affectionate friend.

To Mr. THompson, relative to electioneering matters, in which he bad been
solicited by more than one {riend to interfere.

Dayleford House, 14th Maxrch, 1800.

My dear Thompson,—Much occupation embarrassing
me at the time when Ireceived your letter of a date so
distant that I will not mention it, may account for my
long apparent inattention to it; but will not excuse
mes Reading it over now, and feeling the same sensa-
tions excifed by it, as the recent perusal of it must
have produced, I can better comprehend the reluctance
which afl indolent mind, like mine, had to encounter,
and to conquer in entering on the discussion which
any reply that I could make to it would require. To
have governed the first and only valuable portion of
the British Empire in India thirteen years, to have
received at my departure and since the fullest as-
surance of my carrying with me the regrets and
affections of my fellow servants and countrymen there,
and to find myself without interest with those whom I
had successfully served, and without influence with my
associates at home, might have been a subject of mor-
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tifying reflection to a mind even less susceptlble than
my own: it has had less influence on mine by my in-
cessant care to preclude or run away from it; and I
am afraid this has grown so much into a habit, that I
give way to it in cases where I ought not, as in the
present. But one-fourth of a letter is too much for a
preface. Let me proceed to the substance.

I have already done all that I could do for théwlate
Mzr. Dent, and was told that any further exertion of
mine would be ineffectual. Something, too, I attempted,
but [ forget what, for his widow. If it be not too late,
and I can repeat it by verbal application, I will, and
will carry your letter with me to town for that purpose.
Mr. Powney’s kind interpretation of my silence to his
application in favour of Mr. Porcher hurt me morg
than a reproach. I was sore, too, from other hurts
from the same occasion. In the support (of whatever
avail it may, or may wot have been) which my old
friendship for Colonel Toone exacted from me,. wil-
lingly and zealously as I gave it, I yet felt grieved
that I hurt two worthy people for whom .I had a re-

gard, at the same time that I broke through a fixed
determmatlon which I had long nfade and mamtamed
In the last contest I had two friends pitted atramst
one anothel, and a friend of my friend’s against them,
If'T could have departed from the line of forbearance
which my reason had imposed upon me as an obliga-
tion, I should have given my interest (such as it is) to
Mr. Auriol, to whom I was under pecuniary obliga-
tions. I excused myself to him, and stated my situa-
tion to Mr. Plowden, and expressed to both my disap-
probation of the competitions of Indians with Indians,
involving their common friends in mutual hostility, and
too often in consequent hatreds, for the sole benefit of,
other candidates to whom the division of their strength
was the means of success. Your letter arrived after
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these cxplanations, and when I had received private
assurances that neither Plowden nor Porcher had a
chance of success against the powers of Government
and Rirectors united in favour of Mr. Thornton; so
that, if I had been at liberty, I could not have cxer-
cised it with any hope of success.

I seldom keep copies of my letters, for I can hardly
comnfand time to write them. But I did make a copy
of my letter to Auriol, and I give you the following
extract of it, because I think it possible that you may
hate it in your power to apply the substance of it, and
your cnergetic manner give it greater cffect. in the
trial of it on Powney and his friend, than I had on
mine; for I used the same arguments, and recom-
mgended the same accommodation to Mr, Plowden, but
in other words. .. ... “In the present instance I
should consider every vote that I could procure for
you as remotely, but most sure®, contributing to the
success of the most powerfully supported of your
rivals, In effect you, and Mr. Plowden, and M.
Porcher, are labouring for the success of Mr. Thorn-
ton, by dividing that interest which, if united, might
be a match for any tifat could be opposed to it ; and it
ought to be united. I might say in the words of
Moses :— Why smite ye your fellows? Why join the
herd of your revilers and oppressors against each other,
and against yourselves?

“ I own, it has long been a matter of painful regret
to me to see the gentlemen from India so little regard-
ful of the reproaches and contumelies which are cast
upon them by their countrymen at home, and the uni-
versal combination which has existed against their
name, reputation, and interests. I believe that my
leng trial, and the voluminous matter which it pro-
duced in evidence, may have served to remove a part,
though but a part, of the odium which has so ungrate-
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fully, as well as unjustly, prevalled against the whole
body of the Indian service; the members of which
might both efface the rest, and render themselves re-
spectable, if they would but assert their own rights,
and yield to the dictates of that natural prmmple which
all mankind obey, but themselves—self-defence.

« If you ask me how this is to be done, I will tell
you, and apply my answer to the case in point. %

« Let the present candidates (I mean the Indian)
meet together, with their respective friends. Let each
produce a fair state of his own force and expectatidns.
Let the weakest consent to resign their presemt preten-
sions to the strongest, and join their interest to his Yor
his support, reserving and assuring to the next their «
combined aid against all other competitors, when the
next vacancy shall enable him to enter the lists.

« One of you by this accommodation might have a
fair chance of succeedling; but if three members in
their aggregate amount are not sufficient to produce
that effect, 1 am sure that no one portion of it, if di-
vided, will.

« I have long ago wished to propose to my brethren
from India such a defensive plan®f confederacy against
their common enemies ; but I have never been in a
situation which suited with such a,purpose. For®
many years I was so circumstanced, that a proposition
of this tendency coming from me would have been
liable to the imputation of attempting to form a party
to elude the course of justice. Other considerations
have since dissuaded—1I should rather say, (lisabled;
me. You have it in your power, let the state of your
canvass be what it will. Let me conjure you to weigh
well what I have written, before you reject my advice.
If you follow it, the event may not indeed prove it ¢o
be right, but if you do not, I am sure that you will
find it so.”

%
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- I am sorry, my dear friend, to put you to the charge
of double postage; but I have exhausted so much of
my time and paper, as I shall your patlence, on alien
and unpleasant subjects, that I must add something,
qued magis ad nos pertinet, and more pleasing, to
relieve the foregoing.

Notwithstanding the querulous tone of some pas-
sages¥n the other sheet, I do not complain, nor have
cause for it. Of the ingredients of happiness which I
once enumerated in rhyme, I possess all (and the cata-
logle is pretty large) but one; and that occasionally
comes an®l goes. Daylesford is very much improved
since you saw it, both in its ornamental acquisitions,
its comforts, and its husbandry. My beloved wife is
what she was in her moral and spiritual substance, and
I should and ought to be perfectly contented, if her
health (which is not worse, but rather better) was
more stable. The worst is, we ®ve too much secluded
from society, excepting that of our neighbours, and
too remote from our friends; but our hearts turn
to them with as much warmth as ever, and with as
hearty an interest in their concerns, and in none more,
hardly any so much, than in those of our dear friends
at Penton. May their number go on increasing, and

® Heaven bless you with the means of providing for their
future comforts, and with the fortitude of self-priva-
tion, if that should be necessary to that end! Present
to Mrs. Thompson, and accept the assurances of our
truest love, and believe me ever, my dcar Thompson,
your affectionate.

To Mr. THoMPSON, on agricultural affairs. A
Daylesford House, 13th April, 1801,

e My dear Thompson,—I have ventured to depart
from your instructions, and instead of the coach, I have
directed the sack containing your barley wheat to be -
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sent from London by the Salisbury waggon; having,
besides the direction on the sack, desired my waggoner
to give special injunctions to the Salisbury people to
drop it at Andover, where it will be left till called for.
To have sent it by the coach would have imposed wpon
you a charge of at least fiftcen shillings ; I suppose five
shillings will be the cost of it by the waggon. Youwill
take care to intercept the sack at Andover, les%, by a
not unusual negligence, the people should carry it on
to their last destination. .

The sack contains no more than two bushels, and
the quantity of a peck taken from some fhat I had
caused to be dressed for baking; and this I have
packed in a small bag by itself, that you may make ®
trial of it, if you choose it. My bailiff, with more expe-
dition than I expected, had carried all the rest, with
the reserve of one bushel, into the field; and I was
only apprized of it in®time to recover one bushel from
it. This added to the first makes up the contents of
the sack.

The quantity required for an acre will depend upon
the process; three bushels would be required for
broadcast ; two for the drill, if Yhe lines are eight or
nine inches distant. I should recommend, the distance
of a foot at least, or rather eighteen inches. This last’
will afford more room for horse- (or any) -Roeing, and
the roots will draw more nourishment by having space
to spread in. With so small a quantity you can afford
to hoe by the hand, and to earth up the loose soil fo
the stems of the growing plants. .

If yon make trial of the small parcel for bread, you
should keep the flour, after it is ground, a fortnight at
least before you use it, turning it often, that it may
not fermert, and become clotted. T have tried it. eIt
makes bad bread ; that is, black and heavy; but it is
well tasted,i especially if sliced and toasted. I have
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sent four quarters to be made into malt; and the

maltster says, it swells more, and promises to turn out

altogether better than any barley that he ever malted.

So mugh for barley wheat.

- B wish my ability was equal to my inclination. I can
only assist you by my inquiries. General Harris is in
quest (I hear so). Chapman will be in England in
Auguét or September ; but I may be able to afford you
more information when [ am in town. I do not go yet;
but keep myself ready to start. Something will be
done to day, or by and bye, in Parliament ; the issue of
whjch, as¥ have made it up in my own mind, will be the
nomination of the Queen to be Regent, with a Council

* of Regency, in which Mr. Pitt will preside. The first
pessesses my most devout wishes ; the last has not one
good one for me.

Do not make excuses for not answering my letters.
My last (which I had almost forgot) did not require '
one; and I should be glad that every friend I have
would neglect me in that way now and then, to set my
conscience at rest, which has always a dozen sins of
this kind oppressing it ; and suggesting the same re-
ﬁectigns, word for wofd, as you have made upon your
own omissions, with less cause than any man living.

.Mrs. Hastings interrupted me while I was writing,
to desire me to mention her in the most affectionate
terms to you, and through you to Mrs. Thompson.
To her I beg to be most kindly remembered. Your
dear children have our best wishes ever. I proceed to
attest a sentiment expressed in the close of your letter.
To Mrs. Hastings we are both indebted for our mutual
friendship; or rather to Providence, which made her
personal danger the means of calling forth your
lumanity, and my gratitude for its exertion, when we
were unknown to cach other. You may have forgot
this. It is fresh in my remembrance. Adieu, your
affectionate.
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To Mr. Crarres D’OviEY, giving him two commissions to be execpted.
Daylesford House, 30th March, 1802.

My dear Charles,—I am greatly obliged to you for
your kind letter, which, though dated the 7th of May
last, has been but a few days in my possession. Iam
not afraid of your forgetting me: yet I am pleased
with this proof of your remembrance. I read with a
particular intesest your description of the characlers of
my young friends Waring and Impey, and even of Mr.
Metcalfe, though I am not personally acquainted wjth
him, They may be gratified with your praises:. for
yours have been imparted to me in terms eqhally ho-
nourable to you; and the distinction shown you by
Lord Wellesley proves that you are deserving of them.
I'am grieved to understand that the Court of Diree-
tors are not disposed to confirm his collegiate establish-
ment; because I think it well conceived, and likely, if
it were prosecuted, to®be of infinite service both to
their servants and to their interests ; and I regret that
by placing it on so large a scale, his Lordship should
have indisposed them to it altogether.

Itis a long time since I heard from your excellent
parents; but I often hear of them, and by thes last
accounts that they and all around them werg well.

I wish to load you with two commissions; one re-
lating to a matter of mere curiosity, in invdstigating
which your own may be gratified equally with mine.
In the other 1 have a substantial interest. Mirza Aboo
Tauleb Khan, a native of Lucknow, now in England,
has informed me, that in 2 small district, called Mohaun,
about fourteen miles from Lucknow, if the ground be
dug to the depth of fifteen yards, a stratum will be in-
variably found of a: substance resembling wood in all
its properties, and covering a bed of the purest water”
As the, Mirza is a man of good understanding, and
something analogous to this matter, but ascertained
to be an imperfect coal, is to be met with in Devon-
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shire, I think it well worthy of inquiry, and that its
exist.ence, with all the circumstances appertaining to it,
should be authentically and accurately ascertained. I
shall he much obliged if you will obtain this knowledge
and transmit it to me. The second commission is, that
you will procure and send me sofhe seeds of a grass
which grows in the province of Gooracpoor, constituting
its pri¥ncipal pasture, and remarkable for its nutritive
effects on all animals that feed onit. This circum-
stance also I learn from the same person, who assures
mé that it is sufficiently known by the qualities which
I have ascribed to it, though he does not know that it
has any specific name. If you can obtain any of the
seeds, be so good as to tie up the quantity of an ounce
or two in a bag like a pounce bag, and giveit in charge
to any mate, or rather passenger, coming to England,
with instructions to keep it where the air may have
access to it in the passage. I® too much confined it
will not keep.

Mrs. Hastings desires me to assure you of her affec-
tionate regard, and sincere wishes for your prosperity.
She is, I thank God, at this time in good health, though
she has been a severe’sufferer this last year by the want
of it. Adieu, my dear Charles. Believe me ever your
most sincerely affectionate friend. .

I enclose a more minute, account of the substance
mentioned in my first commission, written by Mirza
Aboo Tauleb Khan and a P.S. on the outside of it.

To the same, ou his marriage.
Daylesford House, 16th March, 1803.

My dear Charles,—1I thank you for your affectionate
letter of the 6th of September, and for, your attention
€0 my commissions,

The intelligence which we received of your intended
marriage with Miss Greer was received by Mrs. Has-
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tings and myself with a joy, that, as very prudent per-
sons, we ought not to have avowed. 'We were pleased
with the choice which you had made of an amiable,
accomplished, and sensible companion; and foy her
sake we rejoiced that she was about to be united toea
man whom we knew to possess a heart capable of the
most generous affections, and to whom we gave credit
for a principle that would preserve his affections®rom
decay. May the Almighty bless you both with many
years of mutual love and happiness !

My dear young friend, you are now on the eve of’a
great change which is to give the colour toeall your
future life ; and that will depend entirely on the manner
in which you enter upon it. For God’s sake avoid one
rock on which many young families have struck, and
have been wrecked. Avoid entertainments : keep no
table; and that you may avoid the obligation of re-
turning invitations, aceept of none, but from persons
so much your superiors in age and standing as not to
expect it : and firmly and intrepidly persevere in this
cautionary rule, till your station, or situation in the
service, shall exempt you from the observance of it.
Upon this point, and upon every dccasion in which you
shall be called upon to determine upon your own{ine
of conduct, first deliberately and dispassicnately ask
yourself what you ought to do; and when you have
received the answer which your reason has dictated,
make that answer your law, and never depart from it,
whatever censures, sneers, or temptations may pro-
voke or attempt to seduce you to depart from it. Be
the slave of fashion in indifferent matters; but be your
own master and independent in all such as may affect
your moral character, or influence either your own
happiness, or (which indeed is yours) the happiness ofe
your family.

I intended, when I began the foregoing paragraph,
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to confine my advice to one single and practical point.
In aitempting to enforce it by a general principle, I
have imperceptibly extended it to an universal maxim.
It is, however, the only one on which a true manly
charaster can be built : but I revert to that with yich
I tommenced, conjuring you to practise it, by all your
hopes of returning to your country in time to bless the
latter, lives of your beloved and most affectionate
parents ; and to perform those other duties which will
be required with a growing family, and which no parent
ought to abandon to another, who can perform them
himself.

Advied is hateful. 1 ventured upon this with that
general prepossession against it: but, my Charles, I
know that it is both useful and necessary, and of casy
practice, and that it is offered to you by one who has
loved you from the hour of your birth: and it shall
have the concurrent sanction of Mrs. Hastings, who
loves you at least as much as I do ; or I will not send
it. Sheis well, and knowing that I was going to write
to you, charged me to assure you of her affection. We
have heard lately from Ireland, and that all there were
well; your excellent 'md virtuous father strenuously .
perseyering in an ocgupatlon which many consider as a

Jdegra wdatlor; In some sort I think it one, and honour
him the more for it for that very reason, deeming it a
sacrifice of his pride, and his personal ease, to the
welfare of his children.

Adieu, my dear Charles. May heaven bless and
prosper you.  Your truly affectionate friend.

P.S. Iadd what follows, as dictated by Mrs. Has-
tings. She authorizes me to say, that she approves
most heartily of every syllable that T have written, and
joins her recommendation to it. She rejoices to hear
that you were so well, and is impatient for the letter
which you have promised to write to her. She regrets

VoL, II1. . o 2c
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exceedingly that it was not in her power to see dear
Miss Greer before she embarked—her healthe and
other causes not permitting her to go to London; but
her best wishes and prayers will attend her. We shall
lonﬁxot without much apprehension, to see out dear
Marian ; but fear we must wait many months fifst.
When you write to either of us, it will give us a plea-
sure to know what station you occupy in the sqrvice:
in short, there is nothing which can interest you that
we shall not have an interest in. You will hear that
we are under recent apprehensions of another war.

®There seems to be but too much reason to believe
them to be well grounded.

“To DAVID Axpurson, Beq., acknowledging the receipt of a Copy of one of
Sir Walter Scott’s Volunteering Songs. .

Daylesford House, 13th September, 1803,

My dear Anderson,s—I heartily thank you for your
letter, short as it is. I thank you too for the beautiful
verses that it enclosed. Beautiful they are indeed,
and though consisting entirely of a trite image, per-
fectly original. They pussess all the graces of poetry, with
what the critics Ibelicve calla cogplete whole, 7. e. one
single subject completely finished. I wish I had free
access to the author. The only use that I should make o
of it, would be to persuade him if I eduld, to write his
own acts, and turn them fo poetry: such at least as
concerned the part that all men are to take in the
defence of the country, and such of course as all men
ought to understand. It is not indeed necessary that
an Act of Parliament should possess genius'or®elegance ;
but it should be intelligible, and it should be what I
have praised in the poem, a whole. The late defence
bills are terribly deficient in these qualities, though
they are strongly marked with that sublimity which
Mr. Burke says is displayed in an artificial combina-
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tion of words, which have no meaning of their own,
but are at the mercy of their readers or hearers to
ascribe to them any meaning that they pleasc. See
his Syblime and Beautiful, with his exemplification of
the doctrine in Virgil’s recelpt for making thunder :
“Tres imbris torti radios,” &ec.

In obedience to the Parliamentary receipt, and ap-

plying my own meaning to the most sublime, or most
mysterious part of it, I called out the youth of Dayles-
ford, and with the very able instruction of Colonel
Imhoff, my old porter called from Chelsea College for
that purpose, and myself, logking on, taught them to
march, and to carry themselves erect like soldiers,
when a circular letter from the war minister to the Lord
Ljeutenant induced me to disband them, lest T should
be thought guilty of disaffection, by teaching men the
use of arms which they might possibly turn against
their country, as they were precftided from the defence
of it. In serious truth, I am sorry that the spirit of
the people was not more effectually excited to action,
and that when it had manifested itself, it was not en-
couraged, instead of being checked as it has been: but
though checked, not (1 trust) damped. 1 should have
been ‘pleased if an abridgment of the numbers who
soffered to sérve as volunteers in each county, jn the
event of an,invasion, had been published, for the honour
of the country, and to undeceive our enemies. I am
persuaded that the sum total would greatly exceed a
million.

As we are not always conscious of the motives of our
own actlons, I am not sure that mine, when I began
this letter, were not to save you half the postage of it
by consigning it to the charge of Mrs. Hastings as far
as, London. She leaves me to-day with her venerable
mother, who purposes, as soon as she can get pass-
ports, and a conveyance, to return to her own very

. 2¢2
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distant home. This will be to both a most afflicting
period. I remain only for another sorrowful office, to
receive and lodge our poor friend, Sir John D'Oyley,
and his mournful family, and shall then follow to
town. Our stay there will be short, if we find o gif-
ficulty or delay in obtaining passports for Madame
Chapusetin. If you should have occasion to write to
me in the course of this month (but do not becmuse of
this supposition), direct to me at Colonel Imhoff, No. 6,
Portugal Street, where we shall sojourn. I think I
shall have occasion to write to you before Ileave town.

Poor Lady D’Oyley died on the 6th of this month.
Sir John had ventured over to Daylesford but a few
days before, encouraged by her apparent amendment,
which was such as to mdwate every symptom of return-
ing health. I have lately received a letter from our
excellent friend Colonel Toone, expressive of similar
hopes, I fear as delwsive, of his daughter, who has
lingered under excruciating pains for many months
past. His letter is dated the 7th,and T am sure I
should have heard from him again, if his hopes had
been confirmed by a continuance of the same favour-
able appearances. There are net two better beings on
earth than Toone and his wife: yet he sinks under his
affliction ; and she, with as sensible a heaft as his owne
sustains her health and strength unimpairgd, though
she is never absent from her Chlld by the force of 1eh—
gion. Adieu, my valued friend. Accept,and present
to Mrs. Anderson, and to your sister, our united best
regards, and every wish for your health and happmess
Yours affectionately.

P.S. Mrs. Sands left us on the 8th in apparently
good health, but much regretting her departure, and
as much regretted. I will give your thanks to Mr.
Osborne. His direction is Melchet Park, Rumsay,

Hants.
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To Sir Joux D'OvLEY, whom reverses of fortune had compelled to return
* : to India.

London, 19th August, 1806.

Myadear Sir John,—I closed a letter to you jon the
11th of this month, and sent it the next day to be put
into one of the packets, which I know it was, though I
know not which. In that letter I told you that I had,
in corffert with Mr.and Mrs. Henry Grant, engaged to
Place your son, having previously removed him from
Twyford, with Mr. Lendon, a teacher of twelve pupils
at "Pentonville, mnear Islington. I sent you, not
knowing%t, the wrong card, describing the branches of®
education taught at the school, and the terms of it;
Mr. Lendon having added to the latter, since it was
peinted, five guineas entrance; as you will sec by the
right card enclosed. On the 14th I attended good
MIS Grant, with John, to Mr. Lendon’s, and dehvcred
the dear boy to his charge, with a particular recom-

emendation of him to Mrs. Lendon. We left him
cheerful, well pleased, and in good apparent health.
As he is yet, and perhaps by nature, delicate, T wrote
to Sir Walter Farquhar, and desired him to permit me
to call upon him, whéh he could spare me a few minutes
of 101SL110, expressing my object, which was to consult
him upon this subject. I had yesterday the pleasure
of a visitdfrom him, in which in'the most kind and the
heartiest manner, he anticipated my wishes; promising
to sce the little boy from time to time; to keep a con-
stant watch on his health; to give proper instructions
concernipg the treatment of him to Mrs. Lendon ; and
to concert besides with Mr. Partingtod what mlght be-
come necessary, in the event of his not being able him-
self to visit him, if his assistance should be occasionally
wanted. He assured me that he would begin these
benevolent offices by calling at Mr. Lendon’s this
morning. e said he would do his duty to his young
relation; and I am sure he will do it.
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I have already acquainted you with the letter Whlch
T had received from Mrs. Closein her husband’s name,
in consequence of one which you had written to him,
and with the substance of my answer, in whichJ had
detailed to him all that I had done, and purposed
doing for John. To this I have received a 1ep1y from
the same hand, “assuring me that Mr. Close is per-
fectly satisfied with my plan for little D’Oyley; thathe
wished long ago to have removed him from Twyford,
but indisposition for several months prevented either
his doing himself any thing, or giving any direction

eoncerning him, or any other business.” Iedd what

follows in the first person of the letter, though what I
have written is almost literal. .

« He is now, thank God, so much better, that though
he cannot read or write, he can converse, without much
difficulty, and begged me to inform you, it gave him
great pleasure to have met with a gentleman, who is
well acquainted with Mr. Leudon, and who is a neare
neighbour to him, and I think he will be glad to show
little John any kindnesses, if you, my dear friend,
should approve of his now and then (at proper hours)
paying him a visit. Mr. Lendom frequently associates
with this gentleman.” Thisis a kind of constructive
testimony in favour ‘of Mr. Lendon. I hdpe we shall ®
have a better in John’s improvement. Mrs, Close has
also informed me of the power which you have given to
Mr. Close to withdraw your pecuniary concerns from
Mrs. Williams’s hands, and offered “to remit to me,
or any one whom I should think proper to appoint, any
expense that has been incurred for dear little John.”
If they receive any money, and have no other call for
it, I will charge them for Mr. Lendon’s demands, which
are yet very distant, meaning to make this the limit of
my own responsibility. .

Now, my dear Sir John, I must tell you, that though
T have taken upon me to remove your son from one
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schopl where you yourself had placed him, under a
rcal or supposed superintendency of many of your
other friends, whom I have totally excluded from all
parti@pation both in that, and all other acts relating
toehim ; and transferred him to another at a cost ex-
ceeding both your original instructions, and probably
the amount of the funds appropriated to this portion
of hi€ expenses; and though I am determined to resist
all efforts that may be made to take the boy from my
jurisdiction, till you have given your sanction to it;
yet I am fully aware that I have exceeded the letter of
the auth®rity with which you have invested me, nay, even
your own expectations. You have expressed indeed a
wish to charge me with the whole power over your
child; you have declared, that among your numerous
friends, I was the only one to whom you could delegate
that important trust; yet, from a delicacy, which I can
only regret, you assign to me @nly a general control.
I have taken an absolute one, and the whole active
management ; for if I had waited to conciliate every
person to whom you had given a right of interference,
our poor child must have returned to Twyford; and if
his health has suffered, and his understanding has been
uncultivated in-all the time that he was there before,
the mischfef would have been aggravated, and its
cffects mere difficult of retrieval. Ido not know that I
have given offence to any; but I should, if T had con-
sulted them, and decided upon my own judgment. You
will, ateleast, have the satisfaction of knowing how your
beloved child is disposed of, and occasionally of hearing
what progress he makes, during an interval of a little
less than two years. The sequel will depend upon
yourself. If you approve of my plan, and choose to
depute to me the care of him, I should have no objection
to hold it in participation with Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Grant. Otherwise it must be absolute; and to whom-
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soever you may consign that trust, it should be, to,rep-
der it effectual, to that one alone, and be a delegation
express, and such as may be shown as authentic. In
making this provision, you will bear in mind thawl am
marching fast to my 74th year, and have no ratiorfal
ground to expect the extepsion of my life beyond that
term, though 1 feel n6 actual symptoms of mortality.

The commission which you gave me in one of your
letters (I cannot now turn to it) I have not yet been
able to accomplish, though it has pressed incessantly on
my mind. I will write to you upon this subject here-
after. ¢

Have 1 thanked you for your present of the Persian
seal? I received it with pleasure, with a double plea-
sure, as a pledge of the distinction which you allow me
in your friendship, and a precious memorial of a dear
friend, whom I shall ever regret, and cherishin my most
affectionate remembrarce.

This is the 20th. Yesterday the nomination of Sir
George Barlow to be Governor-general, and of Lord
Lake, Messrs. Udney and Lumsdaine to the Council,
passed the Court of Directors unammouslb So far I
am pleased, but not satisfied. I %are not mentiog my
reason, lest by the chance of war my lcttey should be
intercepted. .

I can impart nothing of news that you will not re-
ceive from the papers. I stand, like Addison’s man of
virtue, unmoved by the crush of falling worlds, and if
I am not a gainer by any of the late convulsidns, (for
the most dreadful evils produce good to some men,) I
am not a sufferer by them. T am in tolerable health,
thoughi I have resided seven weeks in London, and have
been absent almost ten from Daylesford ; and I have
the happiness of seeing Mrs. Hastings in better health
and looks, than she has appeared for many years past.
I could add more, but I suspect her friends of flattery,
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and,my own eyes of that fallacy which prepossession
may impose on visual decay. She equally partakes in
my cares and affection for our dear John, and in fervent
wishas for your happiness, and the happiness and pros-
perity of all your children, to whom, and to their new
relations, we desire to be jointly remembered with sin-
cerc expressions of affection, and equal claims to theirs.
Adict, my beloved friend, yours ever most truly.

C o

To Mr. TroamPsON, on the rise in the value of Land.

ST . : Daylesford House, 2nd April, 1808.

My dear Thompson,—I thank you for your attention
to my question concerning the estimate of my farm. I
put it so abruptly, and in such concise terms, that I was
afraid you would have considered it as the suggestion
of the moment, and of no permancnt consequence.
The truth is, that my only tenant has always held his
lease from year to year, withou? any condition but his
rent. I want to make a new,distribution of the lands ;
to give him a long lease of the portion allotted to him;
for that purpose to ascertain their value; and also to
make a provision for its future deprec1at10n The
opision given by Df% Sheppard, though doubtless very
accurate, will not serve for my purpose. It respects
only the quality of theland. ThatI can well ascertain,
and am 2lmost qualified to estimate it myself. I am
willing to give my tenant the advantage of his im-
provements, with one exception, but to make him pay
me an increase in their valuation, proportioned to the
diminution of the value of money. For example, I find
that in the year 1792, the average price of wheat was
five shillings a bushel; it is now ten. This is inde-
pendent of the variations of seasons, or culture; but
*has arisen from the progressive accumulation of our
national debt, which has added so much more money,
however unsubstantial, to our circulation. If the in-
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crease has been equally progressive, the common ferm
of difference for each year has been 34d., and the rate
of 1798, when my lands were valued, was by that mode
of computation 6s. 104d. 1 am therefore disposed to
raise my rents by the rule of three for every £160,
thus :—to 6s. 103d.: 10s. :: £100: £145. 10s. But I
am so shortsighted in these matters, that I am sure I am
wrong in my application of my principle, thoug®I am
sure the principle itself is right. I, therefore, in my
statement of the question meant to exclude the quality
of the land altogether, and to say, suppose a field in a
course of husbandry to have been worth 204 an acre
in 1798, and to have retained its quality unchanged,
what is it worth now? To be sure the best mode of
solving this question would be the practical one, of
competition : but I cannot invite other bidders; for I
cannot part with my farmer.

I beg your pardon for not answering the question
which you put to me by the return of the post, because
I am sure you had a good reason for obviating the
delay ; but unfortunately I had so wearied myself with
other business begun before the post came in, that
when I came to apply myself to ydur letter, I grew Jazy
and procrastinating, and either forgot your question,
or that it might be answered in one woyd, ®No;” and
forgot again that Saturday being a non-conductor in
matters of post, I should consequently lose two ; and
shall lose another, if 1 proceed in this waste of words.
I answer then, “ No.” I never received from the Com-
pany, or from the nation (the nation!) any allowance
of money for my own passage, or that of my fellow
passengers from Bengal to England. The Directors
generously allowed Mrs. Hastings a remission of the
duties on her things; but made me pay an enormous
sum—she says £1,000, I have forgot the precise
amount—for mine, and permitted their officers to de-
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fraud me. I believe that, to be correct, I should say
officer ; for my‘ﬁlemmy fixes that charge on only one.

I did not know that Mrs. Harvey was a neighbour of
ming; but I will avail myself of your information, and

_devise some decent mode of imparting to her the object
of it.

Mrs. Hastings sends you- one of her best compli-
ment®. You are always in our remembrance, always
mentally, and often nominally in our cups. Your
affectionate.

To the same, thanking him for the present of a Horse.
* Daylesford House, 19th May, 1808,

My dear Friend,—I accept your present thankfully,
but with remorse and regret: with remorse, because it
driginated with a commission; with regret, because I
shall never dare again to desire you to procure for me
anything which I cannot obtain by my own means, lest
T shall appear to solicit a g]ft But I repeat, that I
accept, and thank you for it, and heartily. I had
determined that I would leave off riding during the
remainder of my life. I shall now make a point of
conscience to ride constantly during the summer and
autemn; and if it shall add (as it may) a year to my
life, I will, accept that too as your gift, and thank you
forit. .

My min will go off this evening, and find his way to
Ilsley by to-morrow evening. I thank you for this
accommodation. On all occasions of this nature you
know there is a perquisite due to the groom, and (as I
have nosother way of conforming to it) I shall take the
liberty to enclose a one pound note in this, and beg of
you to pay it to the man whom you have employed to
bring the pony to Ilsley. I am pleased to think that I
*hall be able to make trial of my new stecd before T
commence my excursion frbm Daylesford, which is
fixed for the 24th. »
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I read in your disappointment, and_friend Baker’s,
. ¥ o p
my own; but am consoled for it by the assurance that
I must have been a gainer by it in the kind of revenge
which you both took of me for it. -

We desire you to present our affectionate regards to,
dear Mrs. Thompson, and to Miss Thompson, and
accept our blessing on all your children. Remember
us kindly to Mr. and Mrs. White. I am ever, mPdear
Thompson, your truly affectionate friend.

To the same, on the same subject. .
Daylesford House, 2nd Noveml;er, 1808.

My dear Thompson,—I receive so much pleasure
from the sight of your handwriting, that I should feel
myself inexcusable for not soliciting a more frequent
repetition of your letters by the claim which I should
give mysclf to it by my own if I had anything new to
write to you, or even nothing,if I had a nothing that I
could make pleasing; but for that 1 am grievously
deficient both in imagination and self-satisfaction. I
hope you blame yourself unjustly, for I keep an orderly
list of all the letters that I write; and, unless I neg-
lected to enter a letter, which I hope I did, my last
entry in your name is dated the Toth of May laste so
that I not only have not told you how I Jiked your
pony, but I have not even acknowledged that I re-
ceived him. I could justify myself, but it wohld be by
telling a long story, and long stories are unfit for an
unfranked letter. I will afford you, however, the satis-
faction of knowing that he has proved to me an inva-
luable acquisition; for he is not only my favourite, but
Mrs. Hastings’s also, and therefore more mine. 1If
Brewer had bhad eyes, or memory, he might have
informed you that he met Mrs. Hastings on his back;
for when she is in health (and the pony has much con®
iributed to it) she rides Bim daily, often before break-
fast, and sometimes repeatedly in the course of the
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morning ; but you have excited our suspicion that he
issnot the identical horse which you intended to send
us; for you call him a bay; Mrs. Hastings says he is
a black; and to my senses he appears to be a dark
roarf™ He cannot, however, be a changeling, for the
génuine could not have been a better. I must add,
that you have.been the means of prolonging one
amuspment, and probable source of health, to both
Mrs. Hastings and myself; for I had almost resolved,
and Mrs. Hastings absolutely, to renounce riding
dyring the remainder of our lives; and, with some
days of exception, she is evidently in better health
since she renewed that exercise, and evidently in better
spirits by the means of it. In how many ways may the
affection of a friend extend its effects beyond that of
Its professed act!

Mr. Forster shall have a supply of my barley wheat
with all the information that I can give him concerning
the manner of cultivating it.* I will write to him
myself. I will deal the same to you. I am glad that
you are disposed to renew the trial of it. I suspect
that the former failure of it was not caused by the
sterility of the soil in which it was planted, but by the
carelessness or ill-will of the people who planted it. It
will thrive,wherever barley will. I will send you what
I can spare in ¢he month of February or beginning of
March, a% I make it a rule to thrash only for imme-
diate use, whether for sowing or malting, and never to
take a stack either of wheat, barley wheat, or barley,
to pieces, without thrashing it from day to day till it
is finished. And you too shall obtain with a supply
all the instruction and information relating fo it that
I am competent to give you. I can only say of its
produce, that every body is pleas’d with’n that ha
*drunken en; which is saying a great deal.

I read with a pleasure that will last, the account
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which you give me of your family. I have only had a
glimpse of your eldest daughter since she was® ap-
proaching to womanhood, but that glimpse was suffi-
cient for my attestation of the truth of your report of
her. Her form and features were excellent, bofh as
conveying the impressions of beauty, and as indicative
of the internal graces, and to these were added, when
I saw her, the superior charms of external beagty, a
glow of health almost unequalled. 1t was the fault of
the churlish servants where she lodged that I saw her
only once. My memory at least retains only one ocoa-
sion of it. May the Almighty long bestow tg her, to
her dear mother, to all her brothers and sisters, and
to yourself, that inestimable blessing! I am glad that
you have relinquished your project, because it was
right to do so, whatever its result may prove to others.
Whatever errors you may commit, it will be a source
of comfort to you now that you cannot be called over
the coals for them.

We have not heard from Jersey a long time past,
near ten days. They were well, and have promised us
a long enjoyment of their society this winter, a portion
of which we purpose to pass at their house in town, if
my dear wife’s agricultural duties will permit hef to
withdraw herself from her hitherto unremitéed ‘atten-
tion to them; for these are now exclusively hers ; and
if she derives no other emolument from it, her health,
though with a late, but short interruption, is already
improved by it. My own deposal I dignify by high
examples, and call it abdication. Somehow or other
I do not find my own occupation much diminithed by
this assumption of it.

If T had written to you last Friday, should have
told you that Mrs. Hastings was in better health than
she had possessed for a twelvemonth back. What she’
has sufferad since did not arisc so much from any
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defect of her constitution as from a neglect of its
Pgcudiar wants; and she is sensible of it; and she is,
just now, thank God! pretty well again. She herself
does not yet know how necessary her health is to mine.
Yet#t will be a shameful inconsistency of confession,
after such an observation, that I am, and have been,
in better and more equable health than perhaps five
men jn a hundred at my time of life, fast approaching
its 76th year, can boast of, if that .be a subject for
exultation. Though reluctant to send for my horse, I
mount him (thanks to you for it) when he comes with
pleasure. I sleep well; my hand is as steady as a
human Band can be; and my spirits only disturbed,
perhaps not so much as they ought, with my own
prospect before me; add to this a promptness to lassi-
tude with short and not violent exertions. I thank
God that the best part of me, my affections, remains
uninjured by wear; nay, I s.ometirnes think them
stronger than they were. It is on’ these, and on their
moral principles of attraction, that I depend for the
accomplishment of my best hopes of happiness here-
after—the perfected society of those whom I loved in
this life. To this h(zpe, my dear Thompson, you con-
tribate largely ; and the duration of the similar senti-
ment whick I with pleasure hailed near the beginning
of your letter, short as the letter was, will conduce to
realize it :

I have suffered this letter to run into length, because
by keeping it back another day, I hope to send it
under the cover of a frank. It would have been closed
within a much smaller compass yesterday, had I not
been interrupted by a visit from young Scott Waring,
the most wonderfully improved man in understanding
and acquired endowments in the short interval since 1
thought him a little better than a blockhead that I
ever knew. He was almost a dwarf when he went to



400 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

India. He is now about the stature of George Powney,
only twice his bulk. He could not gratify my inqyiries
afted my friends in Bengal, not having been there
these three years; but his knowledge of Bombay is
intimate, and, as far as I am interested in it, whash is
in a very confined degree, very gratifying to me. You
desired me to be very communicative of everything
which can interest you. I think I have complied with
your request most biographically. But I have Mmost
forgot to mention Mrs. Hastings’s request to be in-
f01med whether you have had any late letters from
Ireland, which enable you to ascertain whether there
is any, and what, deficiency in the payment ®f Sir J.
D’Oyley’s interest. 'We both desire to be affectionately
remembered to Mrs. Thompson, and that you will
accept the same token of our affection to yourself.

To the same, on the death of his Daughter.

®Daylesford House, 23rd November, 1809.

My very dear Friend,—I have been restrained from
writing to you by the fear of irritating the sufferings
of your mind by any allusion to them; and I have felt
it as a seasonable relief, that my, dear Mrs. Hastings
has afforded me a plea to )1eld *for the time pass, to
that reluctance, by conveying in her lettgrs the ‘ex- |
pression of my sympathetlc feelings for you and your
dear lady, with her own. All that your best friends
(and I rate myself high in that.relation) can effect in
this case is to remind you, that there are those who do
sympathize with you. All other consolations must
spring up from your own breast: its recesses alone
can attemper your grief. I would not wish, if 1 had
the power, to cure it. Sorrow for those we love is the
link that extends and binds the affinities of this world
to the next, and is the pledge of our reunion with the
objects of it. 'This is not a doctrine of the moment;
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it is the result of the meditations of many past years.
I have often, and intensely, dwelt upon it—I have
written upon it—I have devised objections to it and re-
futednthem—and I have imprinted it upon my heart
with a holy conviction which is blended with my hopes
of eternal felicity.

May heaven bless and preserve to you both, for all
your $ears to come, all the present objects of your
affection! Mrs. Hastings unites with me in kindest
remembrances of Mrs. Thompson and yourself. I am,

my dear friend, ever most affectionately yours.
L]

To Mr. Joun D’OyLEY, a son of Sir John, just entered at Heylibury College.
Daylesford House, 31st January, 1810,

+My dear John,—I received your letter this morning,
and answer it immediately, because I am much pleased
with it. 1 am happy to hear that the professor, by
whom you passed your examinafion, said he was very
well satisfied with you. I am much pleased with your
description of the college; an architeet could not in
the same compass of writing have expressed it more
intelligibly. Itis also my wish, as well as you express
it to e yours, that y®u may pass as much of the next
vacation as you can at Daylesford ; but Mrs. Sperling
*will expect you.to afford her a part of it, and I dare
say you witl think her claim but reasonable. So far as
this regards Mrs. Grant, she has given her consent to
it. But there is ample time between this and Jusne to
form this arrangement.

It was py wish, and at one time my intention, to go
to town, for the purpose of assisting you in all the
acts which were necessary for accomplishing your ad-
mission into the college; but the friendship and ac-
tiwity of Colonel Toone rendered it unnecessary, and
did the business more effectually than I could have
done it if I had taken it all upon myself; and I am the

VOL. Il * 2p
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better pleased with having left it to him, becayse it
has given him an opportunity of knowing your cha-
racter, and that knowledge has made him your friend.
Such friends are worth cultivating.

This suggests to me a subject on which 1 have had
it some time in my mind to write to you. I believe I
have not troubled you much (did I ever?) with advice.
In the first place, I have thought you possesfed so
correct a mind as to be able to direct and control your
own actions; and in the second, I have observed, that
at your age advice is not always welcome, even when
given with the kindest intentions and fromethe most
experienced judgment. Mine is directed more to the
place where you are than to yourself. I have heard of
parties having been formed in the college against the
authority of the masters, and that they have even pro-
ceeded to open violence. Upon such occasions it is a
common trick of the 1®aders to preach to their followers
the doctrine of public spirit, and to brand with mean-
ness every one who will not join them and go the lengths
that they do. As you value your future character
and hopes of success in life, my dear Johnny, shun all
such detestable cabals, and repel with firmness gvery
advance made to you to poison your mind with “their
corrupt principles. In the service to which you are
destined, you may hope to rise to situations of the
highest authority. Begin early, by the practice of
obedience where it is now due, to qualify and entitle
yourself to the obedience of others, whose services
may be necessary hereafter to your prosperity. Mr.
Lendon delighted me in one of his lettexs, by telling
me, that “ izzs boys looked up to you.” Be looked up
to where you now are and wherever you are hereafter.
Disdain to be the tool of any one: be not a follower
even of the wisest and the best: but do what is right
from the impulse of your own judgment, not the ex-
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ample of others. In a word, maintain the character
given of you by Mr. Lendon. Be looked up to, and
acquire that eminent distinction by example and con-
ciliatjpn. This is a word not commeonly addressed to
a boy of fifteen; but you have been in the practice of
the sense whith it implies, and I trust therefore that
you will thoroughly comprehend it.

As ®his is the first and will probably be the last
moral advice that I shall offer to you, I beg that you
will imprint it on your mind; and I desire, that you
will write {o me again very soon, to assure me of it. I
am, my dear J ohrmv your tr uly affectionate friend.

P.S. Mis. Hastmgs gives her love to you. Sheis
happy to hear that you have got so well through all your
difficulties, and looks with pleasure to see you here in
the summer. She desires me to say, that she feels the
same interest for your good conduct that I do, as her
affection for you is equal to mine®

To Mr. THoaPSON, ou the death of a second Child.
Daylesford House, 21st August, 1812,

My dear Friend,— The letter which communicated
to usghe tidings of your sad loss caused us, as you
may well imagine, the deepest affliction. We will not
attempt to say amything to assuage your grief, as that
belongs sotely to a higher power. Your consolation
can only arise from that source, and the assurance of
her perfect happiness. You have employed much of
our anxious thoughts; and their result is, that if you
feel yourself equal to undertake the journey, and will
come under our roof with your son George, it will
highly gratify us. You shall be under no restraint,
see no one whom you will not wish to see, and indulge
your own feelings, in which we shall participate rather
than endeavour‘to repress them.”

These, my dearest friend, are the words of my be-

2D2
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loved wife, taken down with scarcely any alloy of my
own; and it was principally for the want of an interval
of leisure to interchange our thoughts upon this painful
subject before answering your letter, that we havgfrom
day to day postponed it; for it seemed to prescribe a
duty to us, at the same time that we w%re aware that
anything we could do or say, under that impression,
would be unavailing. For my part, I call God %o wit-
ness, that if the temper of mind under which.your
letter was written could be changed by the suggestion
of any sentiment that I might urge, I would suppfess
it. In my eyes you are yet a happy man ;®happy in
the contemplation of the blessings which you still pos-
sess, and happy in that of the perfected virtues of her
whom it has pleased God to remove from you fon a
few years of separation, to be followed by a certain re-
union with her for ever. How rarely does it happen,
that in a calamity of*this kind our affections are not
clouded by the recollection of some shade in the cha-
racter of the lamented object, or by some compunctious
feelings of our own past conduct towards it. You are
conscious of having acquitted yourself of your duly;
and of her you can say, in the sentiment of the Duke
of Ormond, that you would not exchange your de-
parted child, and lose your sorrow with%t, to be the
father, and to possess all the affections of @ father, of
any other daughter out of your own family, that could
be given you in compensation.

We read the letter addressed to you by your divine
daughter as a composition of inspiration. How indica-
tive of a pure and spotless life, and how.apt a close
of it! ‘

We pray you to present our most affectionate re-
gards to dear Mrs. Thompson: may heaven bless you
both! Your affectionate friend.
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CHAPTER XIII.

Renewe@ embarrassments of Mr. Hastings—Correspondence with the Court
of Directors—Conference with Mr. Addington—Negociation with the
Prince of Wales—Return to Private Life—Correspondence.

From the tone of the preceding letters, the
reader n’ight find it difficult to collect, that he who
wrote them was otherwise than at peace with the
whole world; that his fortune was abundant, his
condition in life in unison with his wishes, and his
mind altogether at ease in reference both to the
past and the future. Far be it from me to in-
sinuate that Mr. Hastings ever gave way to a
temper so unprofitable in itself,—so little worthy of
a great man,—Dbe hjs situation and prospects what
they may, as querulous discontent. Mr. Hastings
had been frained in a school which taught him to
master hi§ own feelings; yet were the difficulties
which surrounded him, from first to last, trying
enough. The arrangement which the Court of
Directors had made for relieving him from the
pressure of his pecuniary embarrassments proved
quite inadequate. In spite of a rigid economy,
fgr which his early habits peculiarly unfitted him,
Mr. Hastings fell sadly into debt, and the idea of
owing money seems to have been one of the most
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horrible that could be presented to his imaginagion.
He appears to have suffered long, and in silence,
ere he could make up his mind to assume again
the character of a petitioner before the East India
Company ; yet a sense of what was due both to
himself and to others, at length overcame his
scruples. On the 16th of June, 1799, he accord-
ingly wrote to Sir Stephen Lushington, who at
that time filled the chair, enclosing a letfer
for the Court of Directors, which he wished the
chairman to present. Both documents are so
characteristic of the man, that I should not fegl
Jjustified were I to withhold them.

To Sir $repaEN LusaiNeToN,

Daylesford House, 16th June, 1799.

Dear Sir,—1 do unot apologise to you for the
liberty which I take in troubling you with the enclosed,
because I should think myself wanting in the respect
which was due to your office, and®the generous santi-
ments which your former conduct has tayght me to_
believe that you entertain for me, if I were to transmit
it through any other channel. Yet I must 2ccompany
it with a request which I cannot add without bespeak-
ing your excuse for it. It is this, that if you should
disapprove of the letter, or not choose yourself to pre-
serit it to the Court, you will not insist on my recalling
it; but you. will either have the goodness to deliver it
to the secretary, or that you will return it to me, that
I may send it to him for presentation.

The purpose of the letter has dwelt upon my mind
for more than three months past, with so many pain-
ful reflections, and a daily augmented remorse for
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having so long withheld it, that no reception which it
culd meet with would hurt me so much, as the con-
© sciousness of having neglected to try the only means
which I can allowably use, to ward off the ruin which
mus? inevitably fall upon me, or rather on others
through me, if the Court of Directors should refuse me
the relief which 1 have solicited; and which it was
assurgdly their original intention to afford.

Let it, my dear Sir, take its chance, and let me, at
least, have the satisfaction of knowing the worst, with
that of having done my duty so far, and have recourse
to such gther means as it may then become necessary
and incumbent on me to take, to alleviate the conse-
quences which I dread.

I beg you will permit me to address this to you,
fflerely as a private letter; and that you will have the
goodness to present mine, with Mrs. Hastings’s re-
spectful compliments to Lady Lyshington. I am, dear
Sir, your much obliged and obedient servant.

The letter enclosed ran as follows :—

To the Court of DirECTORS. : ;
Daylesford House, 16th June, 1799,

Fonourable Sirs,—A sense of duty, superior to every
consideration of what may be termed delicacy, though
long resgrainea by it, impels me to address your
Honourable Court once more upon the subjects of my
own concerns.

When a trial of nine years, instituted on charges
preferred against me in the name of my country, had
left me, though acquitted, exhausted of my whole for-
tune, and sinking under a load of debt, which had been
contracted by it, your Honourable Court, acting on
the declared wishes of the proprietors of the East
1ndia Company, my honourable employers, and parti-
cipating in the same spirit of generosity, stood forth
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for my relief: and for this purpose, on the 20th of
February, 1796, you passed two resolutions in iy
favour, one to grant me an annuity of 4000/. for the
period of twenty-eight years and a half, commencing
from the 2lst of June, 1785; and the other to legd
me the sum of £50,000, without any interest, for the
term of eighteen years, upon my giving security to
your satisfaction, for the repayment thereof. eBoth
grants were declared to be intended for the purpose of
relieving my present embarrassments, and the first to
be made in consideration of important services ren-
dered to the East India Company by me whilst I was
Governor-general of India, and particularly in the in-
crease of the revenues of the Company.

In consequence of the first of these resolutions, opn
the 3rd of March following, I received from vour trea-
sury the aggregate amount of the annuity due by the
terms of the grant, tosthe end of the last half yearly
period, being £42,000; but the second remained in
suspense till the 22nd of the same month, when it ob-
tained the final ratification of your Honourable Court,
by a resolution, of which, as it essentially constitutes
the plea and justification of my pgesent petition, I beg
leave to subjoin a literal copy.

« At a Court of Directors, held on tke 29th of
March, 1796, ‘ Resolved, that this Court do confirm
their resolution of the 26th of February last, whereby
they agreed to a loan of £50,000 to Mr. Hastings with-
out interest, on condition that Mr. Hastings do give
security to the satisfaction of the Court, for the repay-
ment of the said sum of £50,000, by instalmeiits of not
less than £2000 per annum; and provided that the
balances due, be all paid at the expiration of eighteen
years from the time when the money shall be advanced,
and that the said sum of £50,000 be a charge upon the
territorial revenue of India.’”
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By a subsequent order grounded on this resolution,
1°was required to deliver, and did deliver, separate
assignments of £1000 out of each of the half-yearly
payments of my annuity, for the payment of £36,000
of,the loan of £50,000; and of my estate of Daylesford,
rated at £14,000 for the remainder. These assignments
were dated, I believe, the 8th of April, 1796.

Tosthis arrangement I submitted with great, though
silent regret, and some mortification. I considered it
a direct contradiction to the declared terms of the loan ;
for instead of being exempted from the payment of in-
terest, Iewas charged by it with an interest of four per
cent.,only one percent. being remitted of the rate which
might have heen legally taken. It defeated, in a great
measure, the beneficent purpose of the loan, by leaving
me nearly as much encumbered with debt as I was before,
transferring what 1 owed, rather than extinguishing it.
To those who were only acquainted with the reite-
rated and confirmed resolutions of your Honourable
Court, as they were publicly reported, I was held
out as a man of superfluous opulence; but to others
who better knew what had been bestowed, and what
was withheld, the regluction of one moiety of a recom-
pefise so honourably made for acknowledged services,
would suggest the idea of a too precipitate liberality,
exceeding desert, and in part retracted, to apportion
the one to the measure of the other.

Yet as I had no claim to what was thus resumed,
nor yet to what remained, but that which I derived
from your spontaneous bounty, I acquiesced, as I
ought, n your determination, happy in obtaining
an effectual deliverance from instant and extreme dis-
tress ; and hoping by the observance of a line of strict
economy, both to confine my expenses within the
Younds of the‘means which I possessed to defray them,
and if T could not lay up a provision for the destined
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hour of insolvency, at least not to aggravate its diffi-
culties ; and trusting to, I know not what remote “con-
tingency, for their prevention or removal. Three
years afforded me for more temperate reflection have
since dissipated that illusion.

If it had been left to my eption, as the words of your
resolution seem to imply, to offer such security as
might be satisfactory to your Honourable (ourt,
(which I have no doubt I could have done,) I should,
by the same appropriation of three-fourths from my -
income, which I now make from it, have provided for
the complete liquidation of the debt which I ofiginally
owed, with the interest accruing on it, and fer the ac-
cumulation of something more than £36,000 by the ex-
piration of the period when the repayment of your
loan would betome due; and I should then have only
a deficiency of £14;000, for which the mortgage of my
estate now in your han&]s is an ample security, to make
up the full sum of your loan. But by the mode which
your Honourable Court has prescribed for the repay-
ment of your loan, though that will indeed be com-
pletely discharged, yet I shall still remain a debtor of
£20,000, with the loss besides of the only productive
property which I possess, my estate of Daylesferd,
which I shall have no means of redeeming. o

[ again repeat, that I have no cldim ugon your
Court. Their bounty, and your direction of it, have
already preserved me from the immediate and decided
ruin to which the justice of my country, if I may not be
allowed to give it any other appellation, had impla-
cably devoted me, and which, though protracted, still
hangs over me. From that source of relief, I do not
ask for more, I ask only that you will render that re-
lief effectual to the purposes for which it was granted,
and according to the terms in which it was succes-’
sively ordered and declared to be confitmed, by per-
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mitting me to hold without interest the loan which
ySu were generously pleased to grant me without in-
terest, that is to say, that you will be pleased to order
an account to be made out, and annually renewed and
ke,pt of the accumulated sums withheld from my an-
nuity, and the growing interest, so that I may still
reap the full benefit of it, in the same manner that I
mighe have done had the whole been paid into my
hands; but that it remain a deposit in yours, for the
repayment of your loan when that shall finally become
due, as far as its accumulation shall suffice for that
end; angl that credit be then given me for the amount,
set in opposition to that of the amount of loan, and the
balance only charged on my estate for the remaining
Rayment.

It would be ungracious in me to distrust your liber-
ality to me, after having so amply received the proofs
of it; but it would also arguecea presumption as cul-
pable to infer your assent to miy request, as a neces-
sary conclusion from my own opinion of the reason-
ableness of it. You may possibly think otherwise of it.
In that event, that I may not again obtrude myselfupon
your attention, may I request that you will have the
goBdness to permit this letter to be inscribed into your
records, amd that I may be apprized of your final
determination upon it. I have the honour to be, &e.

There was no reluctance on the part of Sir
Stephen Lushington to receive and lay before the
Directors the preceding letter; neither were the
Directors inclined to deal with it otherwise than in
a spirit of perfect liberality. The Court met, took
Mr. Hastings’s proposition into consideration, and
.promptly agd unanimously acceded to it. The
following from the chairman, dated the 15th of
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July, reached Daylesford on the 17th, and for,the
time being, at least, set the mind of its owner at

rest.
East India House

Sir,—I have great pleasure in forwarding to you the
resolution of the Court of Directors, upon your late
application. T am Sir, your very obedient servang.

S. LusHINGTON.

At a Court of Directors, held on’ Tuesday the
9th of July, 1799, resolved, that in order to comply
with the spirit and real intent of this Court’s resolu-
tion, of the 26th February, 1796, to lend to Warren
Hastings, Esq., the sum of £50,000, without interest ;
which resolution is defeated by the mode of stopping
£2000 annually from the annuity, likewise granted to
him ; the said sum of £2000. so withheld at half yearly
periods, be invested inethe Company’s bonds, and that
the interest thereon accumulate till such time as the
amount of the bonds, in principal and interest, shall
liquidate the loan of £50,000: after which period Mr.
Hastings or his heirs shall enter into the full receipt
of the annuity of £4000 for the rewgainder of the term;
and that the Company’s treasurer and accountant®be
direeted to carry the above resolution into effect.

The single subject on which Mr. Hastings ap-
pears never to have used aright his power of
discrimination and judgment was that of accounts.
He invariably miscalculated the chances against
himself, and the results on the present oecasion
were not different from what they had formerly
been. The new resolution of the Court of Direc-.
tors afforded him no relief from immediate diffi-
eulties; so that his embarrassments, instead of



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 413

diminishing, increased from day today. He never
could bring the year’s income to cover the year’s ex-
penditure ; and he was once more driven by stern
nelessity to lay his case before his indulgent mas-
ters. It is an act of justice to all pacties, that the
folm of this second application should be given,
as well as that the measures adopted in conse-
quence of it should be expldmed The tollowmg

speaks for itselt,
.
To the Honourable Court of DIRECTORS, &c., &c., &c.

i, London, 30th May, 1804.

« Honourable Sirs,—I once more submit to the neces-
sity of exposing my personal wants to your Honourable
Court, in the hope, and with the assurance (without
which I should not venture to® obtrude myself in the
character of a suppliant on your attention), that my
application, whatever may be its final result, will be
received with your accustomed indulgence.

My caseis briefly told. Your former beneficence,
1n the two instances of an annuity for my permanent
subsistence, and of a loan for the dischar ge of my debts
contracted by my impeachment, had the effect of a pre-
sent and continued relief; yet it was not adequate to
all its destined purposes. Other debts, derived from
the same cause, still remained. The interest of these,
added to the growing taxes, which I pay at a rate much
exceeding the proportional value of my real income,
and the resumption of one moiety of my annuity for the
gradual liquidation of my debt to the Honourable
Company, have left me a provision so unequal to my
yearly expenses, that I have been under the necessity
of borrowing £5000 on the mortgage of all my landed
property ; the interest of which is a further charge
upon my income.
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My expenses are rione of them such as deserve the
character of extravagance; yet I canmot conform fo
that strict line of economy which another might, who
possessed by inheritance an income of the same mea-
sure as mine, and had formed the habits of his whoje
life to it. This was not to be expected from a man
who had passed all the active part of his in the hourly
discharge of public duties, which allowed him dittle
leisure or thought to attend to his own affairs, or to
care about them.~

I have now no other resource left me, but in your
liberality, and my confident belief that your Honour-
able Court will not suffer me to descend to the grave
with my last moments embittered with the prospective
horrors of an insolvent debtor. .

I have served the Cowmpany long; they have ap-
proved of my services, and have amply rewarded them.
I have suffered much, and (permit me to say) for acts
which have originated in my zeal for their interests,
and from which they enjoy many acknowledged bene-
fits. It was not from them that I was entitled to ex-
pect a compensation for wrongs which they had not in-
flicted ; yet to their benevolence I pwe all of compen-
sation that has been bestowed upon me. More" I
shall not urge in my own behalf; nor do I assert this e
as a claim to your generosity, but as a plea fgr so un-
precedented an appeal to it.

In the consideration of the subject of this petltxon,
(if you shall deem it deserving of that notice,) I request
that you will not suffer the intended donation of the
Nabob of Oude to mix itself with it. Doubts have
been suggested to me relative to that donation, which
make it an object of my duty to relinquish all preten-
sion to it; and I request your Honourable Court to
accept my absolute and unquahﬁed renunciation of it.
The sacrifice of a monthly pension, which is to cease
with a life already approaching its seventy-second year,
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and which depends for i s commencement upon a re-
mbte and uncertain con ingency, will not be imputed
to me as an affectation ¢ 7 disinterestedness. In truth
I'am interested in the rivation of it. It has already
ingerfered with a wish, vhich a very different senti-
ment prompted me to 'xpress in a letter addressed
many years ago to your Tonourable Court, and which
has never quitted its pla e in my mind, «that T might
owe my fortune wholly t)» your bounty;” and I shall
rejoice to be disencumbe 'ed of the weight of a foreign
obligation. I have the I onour to be, &e.

There is nothing in he tone of this letter which
can with the smallest t; uth be said, to derogate from {
the high and manly ch racter of the writer. It is
the appeal, doubtless, ¢ “one who is in great pecu-
niary distress, to partie whom he is conscious of
having long and faith illy Served, and on whose
generosity he feels that he has strong claims, if not
in law, at all events {1 moral equity; but it is
nothing more. Let 11e not, however, withhold
either from the Cotirt o. from the King’s ministers,
the credi¢ which is, :a like manner, their due.
Before Mr. Hastings t ok courage to make known
the .necessities of hir case, he communicated
in the first instance vith Mr. Addington, now
the venerable and vene ated Lord Sidmouth, who,
as I neéd scarcely obsei ve, held office, at this time,
as First Lord of the T easury. He was received
by Mr. Addington, as he always had been, not
*merely with kindness, ut with the consideration
due to his merits ; and both by him, and by Lord
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Castlereagh,.then President of the Board of Con-
trol, the best assurances of support were'given. Thus
fortified, and relying something on the good offices
of those among his personal friends who wWeye
either in the Direction themselves, or had interest
with the Directors, Mr. Hastings presente(.i his
petition. It was at once, and in the best possible
temper, considered, and after some delay a resolu-
tion passed, granting him, for the remainder of the
appointed term, the full amount of his 8nnuity.
P Nor did the liberality of the Court end there:
though they were prevented, I believe, by the
interference of the Board of Control, from supply-
ing out of their own treasury the sum requisite
for the redemption of the mortgage on Daylesford,
they relieved Mr. Hastings from all serious anxiety
on that head, by antedating the annuity one whole
year. From that day forth, Mr. Hastings, though
never wealthy, was, at least for % season, delivered
from the dread which had so much distarbed him »
heretofore. His means were, with ;acono.my, ren-
dered equal to his wants; and economy, to a*well
regulated mind like his, presents no repulsive
features, so long as it may be practised without
absolutely trenching on the common courtesies and
~ kindnesses of life.
It was at this stage in Mr. Hastings's career
that an event befel, of which, because it is highly.
honourable to both parties, I feel myself called
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upon to take notice. M. Addington, now Lord
Sidmouth, was then, as I have already stated, at
the head of the King's Government. Against Mr.
Addington, however, intrigues had been long car-
ried on, which about the period of Mr. Hastings’s
becond application to the KEast India Company
*attained their height; and he felt that it would
not conduce either to the welfare of the country
or*to his own personal honour, were he, in defi-
ance of n alienated House of Commons, to retain
his place in the King’s councils. Mr. Adding-
ton, accordingly, determined to resign ; very much
to the mortification of his royal master, and in
decided opposition to the wishgs of a large and in-
fluential portion of the community. Among those
who deprecated the threatened resignation,” Mr.
Hastings was one, and though no farther cou-
nected with the minister, than that he had uni-
formly received at Ris hands marks of the most dis-
¢inguished Yespect, he resolved to try the effect of a
personal remonstrance, and to urge at least the sus-
pension of the measure. With this view he waited
upon Mr. Addington at his official apartments in
Downing Street, and wasimmediately admitted toan
audience.‘ “1 knew,” sald Lord Sidmouth, to
whom I am indebted for this anecdote, *1that
Hastmgs was no common man, and even when he
bLgan to speak to me on a subject so delicate, I
encouraged him to go on. After concluding his

VOL. II1. ‘ 2 E
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address, he was about to withdraw, but I would
not permit it. I begged of him to keep his seat,
that 1 might lay before him a candid statement of
the situation in which I found myself, and then,
continued I, you shall be the judge, whether or
not I can, with propriety, remain in office. Hast-
ings heard me with great attention, and when r
ceased to speak, rose up and said, < Sir, I came
here determined, if possible, to convince you that
you ought not to resign. You have satlsfied me
that the view which I took of the case was erro-
neous. I am now as thoroughly persuaded as you )
can e, that there is but one course open to you,
consistent with your honour and your duty,—you
must resign.” He  then left me; and I do not
hesitate to confess that I was better satisfied with
myself, as well as with the decision at which I had
arrived, aiter I found that the latter carried with
it the approval of a man so *competent in ewery
respect to try the question, as Warren #lastings.”s
It might offend the good taste of.the pure-
minded and venerable statesman, to whom+Il am
indebted for this anecdote, were 1 to deseribe the
effect which, when orally delivered, it produced on
myself, Let me therefore turnthe reader’s attention,
at once, to Mr. Hastings’s Diary, where I find
the occurrence carefully noted down, with such
observations on the conduct and bearing of the
prime minister, as testify to the respect and
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Moreover, as Mr. Hastings appears to have care-
fully considered the line of argument which he was

® about to adopt, it may not be amiss if I transeribe
his appeal at length. The entry runs thus:—

¢ On the 5th May, 1804, T waited on Mr. Addington
by appointment, and spoke to him, after a short pre-
face, as follows :—

“ 1 have heard with sorrow, in which I can safely
declare that no thought of my own interests has any
share, tRat you are on the point of relinquishing your
office. An unimportant individual, suchas I am, whom
no man fears to offend by the disclosure of his political
opinions, and to whom no oue can have an inducement
to pay an interested court, may possess more authentic
means than either yourself, or your personal friends,
of knowing the sentiments of ethe people respecting
your character, and the character and effect of your
administration. Believe e, Sir, the voice of the
House of Commons is not the voice of the people.
This is very generally in your favour, and every day
increases the numbej of your adherents. During the
colrse of the last week 1 have scarce seen a man or

ewoman (for all feel an interest in the present scene)
that did not execrate the confederacy that has been
formed against you : that did not express himself dis-
gusted with the effrontery of so unnatural a combina-
tion of discordant interests, connexions, and opinions,
and indignant at the savage attack, made at such a
time, on the feelings. the peace, the health, and perhaps
the life of the King.

« The people see and know that an ample, sufficient,
and well distributed provision has been made for their

efence against the threatened invasion; they see
resources called forth, for which no one gave this coun-

2E2
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try credit; they are pleased with the economy of the
public expenditure; they have proclaimed a spirit of
zeal and unanimity, which they certainly neither
showed nor felt during the last war, nor during the
late administration ; they have not been mtnmd‘ftted
by the power of arbitrary arrests and endless imprison-

ments; and even your enemies admit your integrity,
while they profligately sneer at it. These arg the
characters of your administration, and in what is it
deficient? 1 borrow the language of others, when I
answer,—in oratory, thatis, in that waste of words agd
time, which is the invariable substitute for useful mat-
ter and progressive action. Yet they sec you prompt
in reply, candid in explanation, and your mind stored
with a® the knowledge that can qualify you to dls-
charge the arduous duties of your station.

“ 'I his remonstrance may be toolate ; Certainly not if
his Majesty’s consent Ras not yet been decidedly given
to your resignation. His opposition to it will justify
you to all the world in retracing whatever steps you
have taken, and in maintaining the post which he has
assigned you. Nay I know that it will be expected,—be-
cause you were called to this great trust by His Ma-
jesty’s own selection; you are the hinister of his chaice
and peculiar confidence. .

“This, Sir,is the crisis which will determine the credit,
importance, and all the colour of your future life. If
you persevere and succeed, you will rise in the public
estimation, and in your own. If you fail, you will be
but where you would have been by your own self dis-
mission, and you will retire compelled by mrecessity,
and with the conscious rectitude of not having deserted
your country, nor deceived the confidence of your
sovereign.”

.

M. Hastings then goes on to desctibe in detail,
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what I have already recorded in substance, and
adds :—

« At the close (of the conference) he requested, as a
fawour, that I would put down in writing what I had
said. He gave me pens, ink, &c., and left me. I
wrote the above, omitting the parenthetical sentence in
the fifst and second lines. '

1 think it proper to add, that I began my address,
by desiring him not tojudge of what I should take the
liberty to say to him by my present humble rank in
life (to %hich he replied with great courtesy), but
hear me patiently without interruption, and permit me
to depart without a reply. He heard me most atten-
tively, and in silence. I left the writing, sealed, on his-
desk, and the following note enclosed with it.

«“ 8ir,—As you have been pleased to stamp a degree
of importance on what I took %he great freedom to
represent to you, by desiring me to leaveit in writing, it
may be necessary, though certainly implied, while [ have
the honour of presenting to you the transcript of it, to
say, that it is with the full permission to apply it to
whajever use you mag think proper, though I know of
none but one, which respects myselfonly ; that it may
femain a memorial of the zeal, attachment, and reve-
rence with which I have the honour to be, more than ever,
your most devoted humble servant.”

Having concluded these affairs, Mr. Hastings
returned fo the quiet of his home at Daylesford, and
the society of the friends whom he there admitted
to his intimacy. His correspondence, likewise, re-
symes, for a while, its strictly private nature ; and
if here and there I discover in it traces of aspira-
tions after a more busy career, these are invari-

e
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ably inseribed in colours whicik mark the total
absence, on his part, of hope that the wheel of his
fortune would ever again make such a revolution
as might lead to the accomplishment of his wishes.
I subjoin the following letters as specimens of the
sort of feeling which I have endeavoured tp de-
scribe. as at this time exercising some influence
over him. They are both excellent in themselves,
and every way characteristic of the writer, |

'To 8ir Jouy D'Ovrey.
Daylesford House, 5th February, 1805.

My dear Sir John,—A letter from me is only 2
pledge of my affectionate remembrance ; for I am so
completely shut out frem the world. and the knowledge
of all that passes in it, that 1 am not able so much as
to tell you what has been the cause of the late change
which has been decreed in the government of India;
whether Lord Wellesley has solicited his recall. or is
to relinquish his office by compyplsion. It has been
sudden, and I believe occasioned much surprise. ® It
has been reported to me, but I have forgos my autho-,
rity, that Lord Castlereagh and the present Earl of
Buckmghamshlre were candidates for the succession,
but that Mr. Pitt, to prevent the dlsagreements to
which such a competition might give occasion, fixed
his choice at once on Lord Cornwallis, without any
solicitation from his Lordship, but rather solititing his
acceptance of the appointment. 1 have a great respect
for Marquis Wellesley, and a high opinion of his
talents; and I am sorry for the loss which you and
Charles will sustain by his departure; but you are not
unknown to Lord Cornwallis, and, from the coldness
which is imputed to his character, I infer that he is not
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so partial to his immediate dependents as to be insen-
sible to the merits, or useful qualities of others. Other
news you will hear from better informed correspondents,
and the public papers, which contain much more than
I réad. Among the late changes in the administration,
there is only one that I take an interest in. and that is
Mr. Addington’s acceptance of the dignity of President
of thg Council. Tam persuaded, that in this departure

- from his avowed purpose, he has yielded to the per-
sonal instances of the King, and to the necessity of
adding strength, which his popularity would give, to
the newgadministration. He is a good man, and I am
almost sorry to make my eulogium of him suspicious
by acknowledging personal obligations to him. Yet I
think even these are proofs of the goodness of his mo-
fives ; for what interest could prompt him to serve one
so utterly incapable of making any return?

I wrote a short letter to you, @nd sent it to take its
chance of an overland despatch, a few weeks after your
departure; and on the 29th of October last I closed a
long letter to you, comprising the history in detail of
my own affairs, From an official timidity, and that
indecision which seems peculiar to the Direction, and
which I can well ac®ount for by their dependence on a

« superior amthority, their resolution to allow the full
sum of my annuity, though passed on the 25th of July,
was not notified to me till the 21st of December; and
the first payments to which it entitled me, were not
made till the 2¢th of that month. Yet what has been
done has been done with so much kindness and good-
will. that T am perfectly satisfied, afd as contented as
a man can be that is in debt almost to the extent of
his whole property.

On the 14th of August I received a fresh cause of

.rejoicing, in the dismission of Nubkishen's bill, which
was decreed By the Master of the Rolls, to whom the
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Chancellor (during the course of the process one of my
advocates in the cause) relinquished the decision. o
I returned on the 29th of July to Daylesford, after
an absence of more than seven months, and brought
back with me a cold of as long a standing, whith I
continued fo nurse, and to increase it, till I was weary
both of the cold and the nursing, and have since lost
the former by neglect. My deafness in part rergains,
and I have felt the cold of the present winter more
sensibly than I ever felt that of any which I have spent
in England. .

To Mr. TrHoMPSON. .
Daylesford House, 3rd May, 1805.

My very dear Friend,—I feel the kindness of your
self reproaches; but how much severer are those whiclt
they have awakened in my breast! for, I believe, few
men live who have this sin so largely to answer for,
and none that atone for it more by their regrets and
repentance.

Your reflections on the detection of Lord Melville's
corruptions are just. I should not have passed so
severe a judgment on them when the public was first
in possession of them as I do noWw, when I see them
not only countenanced, but defended by thg first ser-
vant of the kingdom, and an attempt made by the
same man and his dependents to blacken the character
of Lord St. Vincent, one of the first, if not the first,
naval commander of this, or of any other country and
age, in his zeal for his avowed friend. It may and will
lower the charactemof Mr. Pitt; but it will not affect his
stability. For this he has the effectual support both of
his friends and of his most decided enemies. In this
business I see many things that disgust and alarm me ;
but two which afflict me. You have mentioned one ;=
the other I shall leave to your conjectures. I could
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talk to you for three hours upon this subject, and not
eshaust it. I cannot expend my thoughts in writing ;
nor do I feel an inclination for it. Why, for instance,
should I tell the father of eight children. that as our
tax® multiply, as the value of money daily declines,
and the publit debt, and the increasing necessities of
war multiply the bounties in the disposal of the minis-
ter, egery family in England must in time, and not a
distant one, be reduced to an absolute aependence on
him, or at least to a choice between their duty to pro-
vige a subsistence for their children, and an adherence
to their jntegrity ?
Mxr. Powney is very good. He has represented me
. as he wished me to be. I have regained as much of my
hearing as belongs to my time of life; but I have not
had much cause to boast of my health during this last
winter, the eold of which T have felt more than that of
any other ; but my occasional vigits to town after long
absences ought to make me thankful that [ am as I
am ; for I see many who are younger than myself much
further advanced in their journey, and bearing heavier
loads of age and infirmity than I do. Mrs. Hastings,
whose health is of much more consequence to me than
my own, was remarlably well, stout, and of course in
< great spirigs, during all the last year, and till within
about six weeks past. She is yet but an invalid, and
I am sure that she does not deserve it ; for she is tem-
perafice itself, and her exercises such as are most likely
to give and to confirm health. In a month’s period of
my absence from home she has made such improve-
ments irr our garden, our lawn, our shrubberies, and
even in the farm, as I could not have accomplished in
six, if I had even had taste and judgment to design
them. ‘I hope you will afford me the pleasure, some
%ime or other, of showing them to you in detail. You
ought to be partial in your judgment of them ; for, ex-
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cepting myself, you have not a warmer friend out of
your own family than she is. .

I have not been fortunate in my stud. My old
Arabian died of old age on the 23rd of January. His
son, Prince, one of the best horses I ever had, has Hegn
long affected with an unknown complaint in his near
fore foot, which caused him to fall with me one day in
a half-speed gallop down hill; and that I might not
trust him again, he has now an incurable cough. My
grey mare, Ann, has disappointed me two years suc-
cessively, and she is lame. So I seldom ride now, baut
about my own grounds, and that commonly og one of
Mrs. Hastings’s ponies.

Colonel and Mrs. Imhoff were so kind and consi-
derate as to give me their company in my return from
town, though they could only stay with us just a week.
They left us both in perfect health, and were evidently
the better for even so ghort an enjoyment of our pure
atmosphere, good hours, and quiet. They, too, are
among those whom you ought to believe love you on
the credit of your own sentiments for them. This I
take to be the meaning of one of Solomon’s proverbs,
which Bishop Louth in his Lectures professes not to
understand. As I have begun & new sheet without
matter left to occupy it, I will give you mpy version of ,
the text. . I have forgot the chapter:—

Seek you another’s thoughts to trace? .
Your own with calm reflection scan.

As in the pool face answers face,
So doth the heart of man to man.

Mrs. Hastings charges me to assure you and Mrs.
Thompson of her truly affectionate regards and fervent
wishes for both, and for your beloved children, and to
her assurances and wishes I beg leave to adld niine. I.
am ever, my dear Thompson, your affectionate.

Remember me kindly to your friend’ Harry- Van-
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’s1ttart [ am glad that he is so laudably employed,
and am not sure that I regret his having totally qmtted
Oxford, if he has quitted it. 1 shall tell you in my
next what I have—that is, what I shall have—done in
thte affairs of Mr. Warre.

So passed the time, both with Mr. Hastings
and Yhe nation at large, till the death of Mr. Pitt
broke down the Tory Cabinet; and the Whigs,
calling to their aid the large and influential section
of the® Grenvilleites, forced themselves into the
Councils of their Sovereign. Mr. Hastings had
never taken any decided part in the questions
Whlch kept the Whigs and Tories asunder. His
leaning certainly was to the side of what would
nowadays be termed libéral views in politics; that
is to say, he was friendly to the removal of the
Roman Catholic disabilities, and he lamented the
precipitancy with which Hurope had combined to
force upon the MWrench nation a government to
which they had declared their abhorrence. But
he was neither a leveller in reference to the
constitution of his own country, nor yet an advo-
cate for peace with France upon other than the
most honourable terms. Mr. Hastings seems
indeed to have been what the Whigs once were,
and what they professed still to be in 1806: and
having received marks of attention from several
®of the most distinguished leaders, among whom
the Prince of Wales was at that time willing to
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be numbered, he conceived that the moment was
favourable for making one more effort to emerée
from obscurity. He accordingly wrote to Colonel
McMabhon on the 13th of March, requesting’ gun
audience of his royal master whenever it might
suit the Prince’s convenience to see him ; an.d he
received an answer by his messenger, appointing
two o’clock on the following day for the interview.
At the hour specified, Mr. Hastings repaired fo
Carlton-house. He was received with 311 the
urbanity and kindness which gave their peculiar
charm to the manners of George IV.; and at
his Royal Highness’s desire proceeded at once to
unfold his business. For the account of what
followed I shall again’ use the freedom of referring
to Mr. Hastings’s Diary. The following is the

entry which I find there under the head 14th of

March, 1806.

After describing the manuner® of his reception,
and his own expressions of glatltude, the writer
gives the substance of a short speech as spoken
by himselt, to this effect. .

“ Since the great changes which have taken place
in the adwministration of this country, I have purposely
forborne to obtrude myself on your Royal Highness’s
notice, fearing to appear importunate and mistrustful
of your Royal Highness’s remembrance of, me. But
it has been suggested to me, that this caution, if ex-
tended too far, would render me liable te the imputa-
tion of disrespect, by marking a seeming indifference
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to your Royal Highness’s intentions towards me.
Uxder this influence, but not quite satisfied that I
have done right in yielding to it, I have ventured to
solicit the honour of presenting myself to your Royal
Highness, but claiming nothing, and expecting no-
thing, till your Royal Highness, in your own time,
shall do me the honour to make me the subject of your’
direct and effectual consideration.

“To the Prince’s question,” continues the Diary,
« what were the specific objects .that I looked to, I
angwered my first object has been employment, (i. e.
- as explajned by his Royal Highness himself,) either
the Board of Control or the Government of India.
but of this I now relinquished all thoughts, perhaps 1
ought not to have entertained them. My next view
was to obtain a reparation from the House of Commons
for the injuries which I had sustained from their im-
peachment gf me. Though agquitted, I yet stand
branded on their records as a traitor to my country
and false to my trust: (this point I left unconcluded.)
The third point principally regards the expectations
which your Royal Highness has yourself excited in the
breast of the person in the world, whose wishes I have
ever preferred to my®%wn. Though the best, the most
amiable of gvomen, (the Prince said, courteously, < she
1s 50,”) she is still a woman, and would prefer her par-
ticipation in a title to any benefit that could be bestowed
upon *me, (these last were not the words, I have for-
gotten them.) The Prince cordially assenting, but
(I thought) not as a thing to be done, but to be tried,
said, 1 must employ Lord Grenville and Lord Moira
to effect it; and on my expressing a wish to owe the
execution of it to Lord Moira, after some further dis-
cussion, he desired me to go immediately to his Lord-
ship, and tell him that he desired me. The Prince
took my handeand professed his regard for me with
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5o much fervour, that I could not help exclaiming im-
pulsively, ¢ Sir, I know not how it is, but I have neyer
yet parted from your Royal Highness, without added
sentiments of gratitude and attachment.” ”

I do not know how far it may be necessary‘ for
me to explain, that, from a very early stage in the
impeachment, the Prince of Wales, and ipdeed
the royal princes in general, ranged themselves
warmly on the side ‘of the accused. This personal
friendship for Mr. Hastings never afterwards wore .
itself out; yet in the case of the Prince of Wales,
at least, it certainly brought forth no substantial .
fruits. On the present occasion, for example,
whatever his Royal Highness’s wishes may have
been, he did not sueceed in accomplishing those
of his illustrious suitor. On the contrary, the
fears of some, and the old grudges of others among
those who had succeeded Mr. Pitt and his friends
in the Cabinet, effectually barred the avenue either
to Lonours or employment, agalnst Mr. Haﬂtmgq
and to Lord Moira, his attached and zealons®
friend, was committed the ungracious task of
making Mr. Hastings acquainted with the results
of the negociation. They met at the Earl’s resi-
dence by appointment on the 29th, against which
date I find in the Diary already quoted the follow-
ing entry.

1 expressed my regret and compunction at the
part which I had been imperceptibly ded to take in
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my conversations with his Lordship and the Prince of
Wales on the 14th.”—« When his Royal Highness drew
from me the exposition ‘of the specific point which I
wished to obtain, I thought orly of receiving it from
his®unparticipated bountj. Neither had I any other
conception during my subsequent conversation with
your Lordship. I was indeed a little startled, and
oughf to have been awakened to a sense of the danger
into which I wag precipitating myself, by an allusion of
your Lordship. You expressed a doubt whether some
of the members of the Cabinet would be brought
to give.their assent to any public act in my favour,
which might imply a condemnation of their former
behaviour towards me. 1t is evident that, as the con-
currence offered is necessary, they cannot yield it, even
fo his Royal Highness’s injunctions, without a sacrifice
of their sentiments respecting me, nor. in short,
without conferring a favour og me, though yielding
only to the request of his Royal Highness. Notwith-
standing this obvious conclusion, I still recurred to my
former deception, and thought no more of these per-
sons than as the instruments of his Royal Highness’s
purpose, not of mine. But I now see my error. My
TLerd, L never will ceive a favour without an acknow-
ledgment,e much less will I accept a favour from men
who have done me great personal wrongs, though the
act so construed should be the result of their submission
.to a 'different consideration.
“1 beg. my Lord, that the affair may go no farther.
I am content to go down to the grave with the plain
name of Warren Hastings, and should be made mise-
rable by a title obtained by such means as should sink
me in my own estimation.” (This is the substance,
and nearlys though not quite literal, of what I said.)
*His Lordship replied, that he perfectly conceived my
feelings, butsbegged that 1 would not give up the
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point, but confide in him; and he promised that he
would take care that nothmg should pass that coyld
reflect the smallest discredit on wme, or wound my
feelings, either in the way which I had mentioned, or
m any other.” .

< In the conversation, Lord Moira interrupted Tne
and said, he did not know that these gentlemen re-
tained their prejudices against me. He had only
supposed it as an effect of the human passions; they
might cheerfully give their assent, which would be an
indication that they no longer considered me in the
light they had formerly done. I answered, this made
no. difference ; 1 should still, in the case supposed,
accept an obligation from men who had grossly wronged
me; and added, in allusion to something more said by
his Lordship, which I have forgotten, that the atone-
ment ought to precede my accgptance of any thing like
a favour from them, if jn any case it could be justified.
I expressed, at parting, my gratitude to him for the
sincerity of which he had given me credit, after the
manner in which I had expressed my objection to ac-
knowledgments made, in which my heart did not par-
ticipate.”

L] )

Such were the results of the first and last at- |

tempt which Mr. Hastings ever made to introduce
himself into public life, after he had withdrawn
from the great field of his labours in India, and
resumed his place among the untitled gentlemen of
England. 1 offer no insult to his memory*when I
venture to assume, that they both mortified and
disappointed him; because no man; cgnscious of
the powers which he possessed, has ever yet been®
excluded from the means of exertising them,
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wi’thout experiencing mortification. Yet I cannot
discover, either in his diary or in his correspond-
ence, one sentence, or the clause of a sentence,
which the most fastidious may with propriety
interpret as expressive of disgust. ~ On the con-
trary,, the same cheerful and contented spirit -
which pervades the selection from his letters intro-
duced into a former chapter, breathes through
every hne which his hand appears to have sub- -
bequently traced; indeed his very difficulties
.in money matters—and they came again—wrung
from him no complaint, even while they com-
pelled him to become once more a suitor for
the bounty of the Companye I have nothing,
therefore, to record of Mr. Hastings throughout
the space of seven years, except that he spent his
days in a dignified retirement, and found happiness .
himself in dlspensmo' happiness throughout the
circle which exljoyed the high privilege of being
admitted 0 a.share of his confidence and his
esteem.

I subjoin a very few of the private letters which
were written by Mr. Hastings between the years
1805 and, 1813, rather as specimens of the bent
of his well-regulated mind, than as containing any
important or solid information. They seem to me
very satisfacfory.

VOL. IIT. , ‘ 2F
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To 8ir Jouy D’OvLEY.
London, Ist February, 180@,

My dear Friend,—I have before me your letters of
the 13th to the 16th of May; one of the 14th May by
an overland despatch, of the 3d to the 9th of August,
of the 6th to the 13th of October, and of the 22d to
the 24th of October, 1805. The two last, with one
from my dear Charles, came in the Medusa pacleet.

You have gratified me beyond my powers of expres-
sion, and my sense of it as an obligation is equal, by
the very luminous and circumstantial detail which $ou
have given me of the state of your family,%our own
situation and prospects, and the series of political
events which had passed before your notice. All these.
I have read with an interest which has imprinted them
deeply, but with very different characters, on my mind.
‘What relates personally to yourself is the only portion
of this communication from which I have derived any
degree of satisfaction. From the rest, combining it
with the miserable politics of this country, and the
selfishness on which they are all grounded, I anticipate
the most disastrous consequences. May God in his
great mercy avert them! .

If I answer your letfers in detail, I way lose the op-
portunity and leisure afforded me to .wmte on subjecth
of a more interesting nature.

In the first place "I have the pleasure to tell you,
that I have atlength seen your son John. I was agree-
ably surprised to find him, though thin, in health ; and
though not advanced in instruction, improved in intel-
ligence. The first I ascribe to Mrs. Grant ; the second
to nature : for I do not think that justice has been
done him. It ought, however, to be a_consolation to
you, that, if he has lost two years of his life, if in that
period his constitution has been neglected (I do.not
say that it was ; upon this point Mrs. Grant and Sir
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Walter Farquhar will probably give you their opinions,
arM they are better authorities), and his mind has stood
still, there is a radical firmness in both, which will soon
retrieve the past. He is gentle, pliant to authority
(and that of Mrs. Grantis well adapted to an ingenuous
mind), good tempered, and intelligent. Of the reten-
tiveness of his memory he gave me the following proof.
I asked him, if he had forgot the verses which I had
given him to get by heart at Daylesford. «O no,”
said he, “I can repeat them.” Being pressed by Mrs.
Grant to repeat them, I objected, that it was not fair
to take Isim by surprise. In truth, if I had expected
the answer which he had given me, I should not have
asked the question, at least not before a third person.
Bat he immediately replied with so much confidence,
that I acquiesced, and he recited the whole without a
moment of recollection, or the slightest, hesitation. To
any one but yourself, this detail would appear frivolous.
You will draw good conclusions from it. I communi-
cated to Mr.and Mrs. Grant the right of control which
you have given me, ang the first use that I made of it
was to advise them not to send the little fellow any
more to the school gvhere he has profited so little.
There is a preparatory school intended for youths
destined for’the gollege at Hartford, but I cannot learn
on what authority that title is given to it, for it is
neithey endowed, nor acknowledged by the Court of
Directors ; neither is it yet (if my information is cor-
rect) completely established. But Mrs. Grant has
heard of a small seminary at Pentonville, near Isling-
ton, thie master of which is a young man, about thirty
years of age, who confines his instruction to twelve
scholars, who.live with him as his children, and eat at
the same table with him and his wife, and on the same
fare. Young Cgqckrell, the son of Pepys Cockrel], from
whom 1 have this relation, passed through his hands

279
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in his way to Westminster school. He was ten years
of age when he went to Mr. Lendon, and was ignordnt
of the first rudiments of education. He remained with
him three years, was then transferred to Westmingter,
and was thought qualified, after a due examination, for
the upper fifth form, into which he was placed. This
is an instance of rapid tuition, exceeding anything that
T ever heard of; for if he had been entered at first in
the petty form, which is the lowest, and risen through
all the regular grada.tlons, he would not have attained
the fifth in less than six years and a half Here I
shall close this subject, as I hope to tell yod before I
close my letter, either that your friends have made
their final election of this school, or a better. I forgot
to mention that in answer to my inquiries, which were
very particular, concerning the mistress of the school,
for Mr. Lendore is a gnarried man, Mr. Cockrell said,
she was very kind and attentive to all her husband’s
pupils.

I wish I had known your intention of leaving John
subject to my general superintendency. I assure you
that I was wholly ignorant of it, and that it was by
inquiry only that I learnt the name of the place where
he was at school. If ever you intimated fhat purpose
to me, it must have been when I was affected with thé
infirmity of deafness; for I could not have been inat-
tentive to such a charge. .

10th February.—I am just returned from a visit
which I have made with Mr. and Mrs. Grant to Mr.
Lendon, the result of which was, that we have settled
to place your son under his charge, and to carry the
boy thither on Friday next, if his equipment can be
ready by that day, if not, on Monday; éhat is, either
on the 14th or 17th of thismonth. We were all pleased
with the appearance and conversationeof both the man
and his wife. He seems about the age I mentioned,
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thirty ; rather comely in his person, and his manners
gentlemaniike. Mrs. Lendon, a pretty, good-humoured,
little woman. I will enclose a card which specifies the
terms, and other particulars of his school. The first
aré high. If this, with Johnny's other expenses, should
chance to exceed the fund which you have provided for
them, you shall be my debtor for the deficiency. Mr.
Lendon has as yet only nine boys, which are three less
than his complement.

I was mistaken in what I stated fo you about the
preparatory school. It is established. Its situation is
about three or four miles from Hartford, at a place with
a name like Halibury. The master’s name is Lus-
combe: he bears a good character, and his wife an ex-
gellent one, and his terms are only sixty guinecasa year,
and fifty for entrance. Though not appointed by the
Court of Directors, this school is considered as under
their patronge. Against all theese advantages we have
agreed to prefer a school, which we know to be good,
to one only reported to be so; an establishment of
twelve boys to one unlimited in number ; and a situation
50 near to Sir Walter Farquhar, Mrs. Grant, and Mrs,
Partington, if (which God forbid) he should require
either medical advice, or a temporary removal, to one,
not perhaps more salubrious, at the distance of thirty
miles from the reach of his friends.

While I am writing this, I have received a letter
from Mrs. Close, written by her husband’s desire, he
himself being unable to write, desiring my opinion
concerning the destination of your son, in consequence
of a lefter which he bad reccived from you. In my
answer 1 have detailed all that we have done, and our

" reasons for it. If he has disappointed the hopes which

oyou had bullt on his neighbourhood to Twyford, im-
pute it not to him. He h'ls been long and dangerously
ill, and too much reduced, 1 fear, to allow of the hope
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of his regaining the activity of body and mind whlch
he once had.

Interesting, and most highly so, as your letters have
been to me, I must forbear to make any comments
upon them. One observation only will I permit myself
to suggest upon the conduct of Lord Cornwallis, and
the possibility of its being adopted by his successor, or
successors, towards you, in opposition to the pringiples
of the law from which you derive your appointment. I
should be sorry that you made any appeal from them
to the Court of Directors. From them you would gbt
no redress ; and if they were to take up your €ause, it
could hardly fail to excite enmlty to you where you
are. Perhaps the best service that could be done for
you would be for the Court, in their next re-appoint-
ment of an old servant under the Act, to state his
rights, and their expectations, as derived from the Act.
I will endeavour to selure information of the next in-
stances, and privately to excite the Court to adopt the
sentiment in support of their authority, and the autho-
rity of the Company. In the mean time, you have
sufficiently experienced the mutability of fortune, and
the chances of life and death, tg guard your mind
against despondency. What one man will not do,
another may; perhaps from principle; perhaps from®
favour; and the precedent once established will at
least operate as a removal of the fundamental obstacle
to your promotion.

It is not yet determined who shall succeed Lord
Cornwallis ; for as to Sir George Barlow, nobody seems
to consider him as holding the Government. I wish
they may send out a better man ; but I much doubt it,
if it is true that Mr. Francis and Lord Minto have
been candidates for it, and had powerful friends to sup-,
port them. The latter has received the getual appoint-
ment of President of the Board of Commissioners;



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 439

still T think he may renew his pretensions (God knows
how founded) to the Government of India. This is
not a time to entrust such a stake to such a man, nor
to substitute party claims to knowledge and integrity
i Such a selection. A powerful administration has
been formed ; but I should doubt of Lord Sidmouth’s
being permitted to remain a member of it longer than
whilg his influence, name, and interest are wanted to
constitute the strength of it. You know how high he
stands in my estimation. Of the rest I shall say no-
tking ; for I know nothing of them.

I haye recently been gratified by a fresh instance of
the partial good-will of the Court of Directors towards
me, in an unanimous resolution to suspend the opera-
tion of a law, by which all foreigners are disqualified
to be admitted into their military service, to enable my
excellent friend, Colonel Toone, to give his nomination
of a cadetship of cavalry to a nephew of Mrs. Hastings.
He is preparing to go out with the first fleet now under
despatch. He is nineteen years of age, upwards of six
feet high, and is in body and mind all military. I
shall request you to present him to your acquaintance
as my relation, and for his aunt’s sake, a dear one.
This is all that ¥ have at present to say on that

o subject. o

I shall close'this letter now, that I may be sure of
the packet. Give my love to all your dear children.
Adieu, my beloved friend. Your ever affectionate.

11th Feb.—P. 8. I have totally forgot whether my

- last letter to you went by the Belle packet. Mrs.
Hastings is certain that it did. I remember that I
said in it, I would write to Charles by thegnext packet.
If you have received no letter from me with that in-

. timation, tRat will be an evidence of my having written
by that despatch; and I shall expect to receive a muti-
lated translaflon of the translation of it in a book of
intercepted correspondence.
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To the same.
Daylesford House, 30th December, 1806.

My dear Friend,-—The letters which I received from
you of this year’s date are of the 26th of. January, by
Mr. Farqubar; 29th of January, 5th of February? by
a land despatch; 8th of Febrnary and st of May. I
believe I have already acknowledged all but the last.
Mine of this year bear the following dates:—20th
February, 25th February, 26th March, 29th July, and
1st August, besides three introductory, of Charles
Chapuset, young Pfeiffer, and Mr. Whalley. .

I have blamed myself for not writing to ygu morc
frequently; but I do not mend by self-reproach, and
am not sure that it is just; for if any event.occurred
that interested you, or could be turned to your interest,
I should assuredly neither neglect to apprize you of if,
nor to avail myself of it. I am sick of looking to India,
because I see mothing done for the advancement or
preservation of our property in it that I like; nothing,
indeed, but what I do not like. I was pleased with
the resistance which was made by the Court of Directors
to Mr. Fox’s persevering attempts to force upon them
their appointment of Francis and Lord Lauderdale to
the Government of India. Such®an effort of pubdc
spirit was too great a strain on their natural dependency
of character to last, and they yielded to the preserip-
tion of a more unfit man than either, without a struggle
or murmur, as if they had been contending only for
the applause of virtue, without caring for the substance
of it, or for the result. I should have thought that his
administration of Corsica had made his talents suffi-
ciently knogn to be dreaded. I feel for you; for his
active malignity, which will never forgive the injuries
which he has already done me, will too soen discover

the concern which I have in your welfare, and do all ®

he can to thwart it. But whatever pat he assumes
towards you or whatever may be your disappointments
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fron, other, and whatever sources, bear with them; do
the best for yourself, console yourself in the good that
your family has derived from your restoration to the
service, and wait for better days. Neither are men
imptortal, nor the power of ministers everlasting. Even
in the worst result, your patient pemseverance will re-
ward you with your own approbation, in the reflection
that gou have done your duty, and have not merited
the evil that has been your portion. If you sink under
the contest, and fly back to England, vexation and
remorse will embitter the remainder of your days and
accelerage the close of them.

I have been disappointed in the hopes which Mr.
Farquhar gave me of a visit from Cheltenham as soon
as he had completed his prescribed term of drinking
the waters. I have written to him since, about ﬁwe
weeks ago, but whether he had then left Cheltenham, or
whether he has written to me and his letter has mis-
carried, I have not heard from him since. So we are
yet strangers, but I trust we shall not remain so. I
have two strong inducements to make acquaintance with
him,—he is your friend, and his character respectable.

I have told you what passed between Sir Francis
Baring and mysclf®respecting his son’s marriage with

o your Haruet and I sent you a copy of his letter to me,
in answer to ofie from me which first announced it to
him. I have neither seen him nor heard from him
since. I am anxious to hear how they are since
situated. With some apprehensions arising from the
necessity imposed upon them of a frequent separation,
I am ydt upon the whole well pleased with your
daughter’s choice. The blood of the Barings is so
intrinsically good, that I will not suppose that there
can be one® exception to it, and that the degenerate
*branch should have fallen to your lot.

I again rectr to your desperate suggestion of re-
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turning to England. For God’s sake repel with horror
every idea of the kind. Suffer the extremes of siok-
ness and want sooner than submit to so dreadful an
alternative. Sickness may be alleviated (I know that
the severest may) by abstinence, and the extremify of
want by voluntar} privations. But solitude, a volun-
tary banishment from all your children, the disap-
pointment of every hope with which your imagimation
deluded you into so fatal and irretrievable a resolu-
tion, and the inseparable attendant of your latter days
—remorse ; lastly, to expire without one child, or
even friend, to close your eyes, and receive pour last
injunctionsy—what are poverty, sickness, and disap-
pointment to miseries like these, and even those ,
dreaded evils increased by the means so taken f{o
escape from them?

I have taken no steps to amend your situation, or to
obtain a redress of yBur grievances, except in what I
have written to Colonel Toone. I could do no good
by writing to any one else, not even to Sir Francis;
and if you have made any public remonstrance, I fear
it will only aggravate the injustice by which you have
already suffered. I purpose being‘in town next month
(I am writing in January), and my first object shall be
to consult Sir Francis Baring, though I®doubt hise
ability to do you service, unless Lord Minto should
find out that Sir Francis can be of service to him, and
that he may please him by serving you.

I come now to a subject of a more pleasing nature.
Your son John is with us for the holidays. Though
not so much advanced for his age, he is impro§red very
far beyond my expectation; is master of his grammar
to the syntax, which is a part of his exercise for the
holidays, with sixty lines of Ovid’s Epistles. These,
he began two months ago, and recited to me a part of
what he had learnt very readily the otHer morning in
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a-earriage. He is very fond of reading, and repeated
toane, at the time that I have been speaking of, the
substance of a combination of long stories from the
Arabian Nights’ Entertainment, with an accuracy that
shews that he reads with a good attention, I should
say with an attention exceeding his time of life. Of
the solidity of his grammatical knowledge he offered
an emtraordinary proof the other evening. We were
reading in company Walpole’s Historical Doubts, and
came to a quotation in Latin, which had in it the word
« eontingerat,” evidently a blunder; but whether in-
tended for contingeret, or contigerat, I could not im-
mediately tell. Either would suit the text, but give
a different sense to it. Mrs. Hastings playfully ap-
pealed to John, who answered at once,—it should be
contigerat, because the » is lost in the perfect tense;
and he was right. He is the most easy-tempered boy
I ever knew ; I will not except een my friend Charles.

Of our political situation you will know as much
from the public papers as I can tell you. You may
think Napoleon a wonderful man, but do not say so.
As we cannot cope with him, it is the fashion to scold
at him, and eall him opprobrious names. I think we
begin to drop the invectives of contempt. He is at
epresent well employed in the subjugation of Poland,
that is, in delivering it from its imperial and royal
depredators. Surely the hand of God is in his present
project. I am pleased with it, because it is a retri-
bution of justice; and I am the more pleased with it,
because it employs his strength, and may employ it for
a length of time to come, on objects in which his
success cannot prove hurtful to us, and at a distance
which ensures our safety for a twelvemonth at least to
gome. I dG not yet see any means provided at home
to repel the dangers which such a foe may meditate
against us. We have means, and they are equal to
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the emergency, but they-yet lie, as my impeachme’m
did once, in abeyance

Mrs. Hastings is well, better, indeed, I thank God
than she has been in many preceding years. We are
happy in the society of her son and daughter, *gho
were our companions (did I not tell you so?) in our
late visit to our friend David Anderson. Colonel
Imhoff has repeatedly solicited employmenf, but
hitherto without success.

I am writing in the beginning of the year. May it
prove a fortunate one to you and yours! Adieu, my
dearest friend. Mrs. Hastings charges me {0 asswre
you of her affectionate remembrance and good wishes.
Assure your dear daughters of the same from us both. |
Yours ever.

To Mr. Tuompsox.
Daylesford House, 15th March, 180S.

My dear Thompso®,—1I thank you heartily for your
very kind letter. I will first give you the information
in which you have the principal interest, by telling
you that I think Mrs. Hastings much better, and she
thinks so too, for the medicines which I brought with
me for her use from Dr. Vaughan, to whom she de-
sired me to apply for advice as I was leaving town—a
circumstance which proves that she was sérlously ill;»
for I believe you know that she holds the whole science
of medicine in too low estimation, except whep she
feels herself painfully ill. 1 am, as I have been ever
since the last solstice, equably well. Do you know
that, when chilled with cold, to enter at once a warm
room, and much more to run to the fire, or to eat or
drink anything warm and comfortable, are infallible
causes of indisposition, and generally o d’pamful and
acute disease? I knew it not till I learned it by severg
experience, a little before the period from which I
have dated my recovered health, and I believe you are
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the only friend to whom I have not divulged the dis-

covery. I soon after met with it in the shape of a

maxim, in an excellent treatise upon colds, by a Mr.

White. T fear, my friend, you will not readily find a

perchaser for your estate, even though you could sub-

mit to a great loss in the sale of it. I have just read
in a letter, that Lord Selkirk has bought a house, fur-
nishesl, in Portland-place, for 5,000/. The depre-
ciation of money affects only the cost of the minute
wants of life. Perhaps you might succeed better in
offering it for a lease, if you could get a safe and
cleanly %enant for it.
There is certainly some mysterious spell put upon
» me, for I can no otherwise account for the utter neglect
of me even by those who proclaim their belief of my
Past services and subsequent retention of what talents
Uformerly possessed. My opinions upon matters that
come more within the cognizfnce of my experience
than that of any man living have never been asked,
but upon personal occasions, in which it was hazardous
to give them. It*is now too late to look for a change.
Yet such a change may come, with others which are
nlortally to be deprecated. If it should, you, my
friend, should be ‘the first individual, after Charles,
that should participate in its influence. This pro-
fession is like the courtesy of the dying courtier, «If
whege I am going I could serve you, Sir.”

It is long since we have heard from Jersey; so long,
that we were forced to apply to Lady Blunt for in-
formation ; and from her Ladyship we learn by this
day’s p.ost, that her last letter from Lady Imhoff,
dated the 27th ultimo, reported them both well ; Lady
Imhoff only recovered from a severe illness, and com-
o fortably logged in one of the best houses in the island,

of which they were then but taking possession.
I should Rave too much to say if I were to enter
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upon political subjects. I have read much, and recom-
mend to you of what I have read, Spence on Commeree,
Malthus on Population, Lord Selkirk on Emigration,
and Scott Waring’s two pamphlets on Indian Mis-
sionaries. Malthus’s appears to me to be one of “the
most enlightened publications of this and the last age.
You have excited my curiosity to read Baring’s pam-
phlet. The name alone would have proved a sufficient
incitement, had I seen it so associated. But, if you can
borrow it, read, above all things, Walter Scott’s new
poem of Marmion—not for political worth. .

I had the pleasure of seeing Mrs. Thompeon and
your wonderfully improved and interesting daughter
once when I was in town. [ strove to see them a
second time, but could get no one to announce me,
and left my name only on the mantelpiece of the ves-
tibule. * I pray you to present, with Mrs. Hastings’s,
my best regards to beth, and accept them cordially
transmitted from Mrs. Hastings.

I had forgot my commission and your promise, and
had recently formed the resolution of giving up riding
during the remainder of my life. But you have
revived my inclination for it, and I shall be thankful
for the pony which you have provid®d for, me. Irathér
say, I am thankful for it. Let me know What I am
indebted to you for it, including in the cost the charge
of its conveyance. My horse Prince caught a fever,
which terminated in a great swelling in his hind-leg,
with a gangrene of so foul and acrimonious a nature,
that on the assurance of a surgeon that the bone was
tainted by it, and that every day of the poor animal’s
life would be an accession of misery, I ordered him in
pity to be shot. I had the consolation of knowing
that he received the stroke of death without either |
the apprehension or sensation of it. He was the
best of all the breed; but they were %ll defective,
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because they were all the progeny of old age. Such
will almost always be the effect of such a cause. So
affirms Plato in his ideal Commonwealth, and such is
the more peremptory doctripe of Sarah Webb in her
syptrintendency of our poultry yard, than whom I
know not better authorities.

I think you have a neighbour, of whose knowledge
in all, affairs of husbandry you have a good opinion.
I shall be obliged to you if you will ask him at what
proportional rate he would estimate a farm beyond
that which was put upon it by a professed surveyor in -
1798; end I should like to have your opinion, too,
upon it, if you are competent (as I dare say you are)
to form one. 1t is a question of some consequence to
me at this time. Yours affectionately.

To Mr. CuarLes D'OvLEY.
Daylesfad House, 6th January, 1809.

My dear Charles,—I thank you for the information
contained in your letter of the 9th of February last,
of your appointmeént to the collectorship of Dacca ; and
I heartily congratulate you upon it. Estimating its
emoluments by its public importance, I conclude them
t0 be equal to any that you can expeat to attain for
many yeaks to come; Y and it is always prudent to
adjust our conduet to our present station, as if it was
the permanent provision for life, making the most of
it, and rejecting all dependence on future, though more
flattering prospects. I understand you have contracted
debts. Let the discharge of these be your first con-
cern.  Appropriate a monthly saving for this purpose, .
and resolve, firmly resolve, to confine your monthly
disbursements to the residue. By adhering to this
rule, you will possess a mind at ease, a clear conscience,
and acquire the habits of frugality, which few Indians
practise on their return to their country, which they
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call home ; and almost all wish, for that reason and
its consequences, to return to their service, if they
could obtain it. This is the second time that I have
offered you my advice, the most ungracious of all gifts,
and have at the same time prescrxbed the pIactlce-of
it. Do not treat it as advice is commonly treated ;

but reflect that it comes from one who has loved you
from your birth, and whom the course of a few wears,
or more probably a few months, may separate for ever
from the only communication you can hold with him
* in this life. T had not the benefit of such advisers.

Your letter having lain by me some timey I had
forgot that "you mention in it the emoluments of your
office, and estimate them at twenty-eight or thirty
thousand rupees a-year,  trusting that you shall be
able to lay by sixteen or twenty thousand rupees out
of it every year.” God bestow upon you the virtue to
persevere in this resol®tion!

I regret that the new regulations of the service,
which, in my opinion improvidently, prefer a tedious
scholastic discipline in England, to the official comple-
tion of education in India, will put it out of your
brother’s power to visit his father and his family till
four years more are past; but his %health is good, his
manners naturally those of a gentleman, and gentle in
the primitive sense of the word, and he improves faster
than could have been expected, after two years lost
both to the cultivation of his body and mind. I f has
- oceurred to me, that John will enter on service at the
period destined for the close of the Company’s charter,
.and the commencement ‘of a new political system, in
which, I greatly fear, their interests will form an in-
considerable and degraded part. Bear this in mind,
and watch the measures and events which nlay appear
to lead to this consummation, that you may avail your-
self of the knowledge (if well founded) for the appli-
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cation of it to your own prospects; and reserve it to .
your own breast.

- T can give you no public news which you will not
receive from the magazines, if’ you read them, for you
wil-l"hardly waste your time in reading newspapers :
but I fear I may anticipate what may not come so soon
to your knowledge, the total subjugation of Spain by
the Fwench ruler before you receive this letter.

Mrs. Hastings sends her love to you, and we both
desire you to present our affectionate regards to your
amiable lady. Heaven bless and prosper you, my dear
Charles.® T am ever, most affectionately yours.

To Sir Joux D'Oxvey.

. me Daylesford House, 4th October, 1811.
My dear Sir John,—I have received your letter of
the 21st of April last, and read with great concern,
that you have been, and were likgly to continue a suf-
ferer, by what appears to me to be the prevailing vice
of your government and time,—the application of the
authorities of office fo the gratification of private ven-
geance, and the cover of corruption. As far as I am
enabled, by your epitome of your case, to pass a judg-
meyt upon it, I entiggly approve of your conduct, and
most of all ofwfour resolution to appeal, in the last
Pesort, to the Court of Directors. But I hesitate to
give an opinion on the concomitant step which you
propose, of resigning all employment. If you should
be driven to that necessity, I mean of appealing, no
one that I know has a better narrative style than you
are masteg of: but while you refer to documents in
evidence of facts, you should be careful to confine them
to that purpose, and not leave them to be necessary for
explanation. , Consult brevity by a punctual observ-
agee of order and connexion in the construction, but
make your appegl complete in itself (though it should
be a departure from that rule) by a concise explana-

VOL. III, 26
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tion in the context, of every technical term which you
may introduce, and of every official rule and practice
that you allude to, as if you were writing to a man
who had never before read a page upon the concerns of
the East India Company. Constitute some active’and
attached agent, such as I suppose G. Baring to be, if
he continues in England, and engage (if you can) some
person in the Direction so far to patronize your ecause,
as to see that you are not injured by the patronage of
others unfairly employed to.injure you. On good
Colonel Toone you cannot long rely. His constitution
1s so shaken, that, with the additional shockewhich ft
has recently received, I fear he has very little left—I
will not say of life, but of the active powers of life. I .
have not heard from him, (indeed your letter announc-
ing his son’s death has been in my hands but two days,)
and I shall not for some time to come have the heart
to write to him : and®hat use I can make of the ma-
terials which you have afforded me I cannot yet devise.
All affairs of the Company which are left to the Di-
rectors are wholly conducted by ¢he chairman and
deputy, and by them with such a spirit of procrastina-
tion, that very little is done out of the ordinary rou-
tine of current business ; so that 8n appeal to thedfl is
too much like the filing of a Chancery suit; only that
the approaching expiration of their charter may offer
some chances of an intermediate amendment; and for
the future, no one I believe knows, not even those by
whom the next arrangement will be made, what that
arrangement may be. While I live, and possess my
faculties, those, in whatever way they can be émployed,
shall be at your service, and at the service of any one
who may be better able to serve you, and shall be
accredited by you. But I know not what my means,
situation, or local residence may be a year hence, r
life is granted to me so long. ‘
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I have no great opinion either of the views or
awimus of Lord Minto; but I regret his absence from
Calcutta, as it must be productive of all the evils of
an inefficient and unresponsible government. The
frequent recurrences to this measure have totally de-
prived the governor in being, whoever he may be, of
all his superintendency, and must (as it appears to me)
haveghe effect of converting all the offices into so many
independent authorities, besides the opportunities
afforded for new interests to establish themselves, or
rather a new interest to raise itself by superior talents,
and thesenergies of intrigue. I am not afraid of say-
ing, that no future Governor-general will discharge
his duty properly that does not do as I did—inspect
the weekly or monthly details of every department,
and give his instructions as often to the head of it.
This duty he can only perform by being constantly on
the spot: it cannot be done by delegation. All the
current business.stood still while I was at Lucknow in
1784.

Mark, in the course of your present business, every
gross violation of justice, and secure and fix the evi-
dences of it. One example from your letter may
stffice. You write® that < you were required to com-

smunicate #he mode by which the money was accumu-
lated, together with the intended appropriation of it.”
This was the requisition of a court of inquisition, not
of a ¢ivil office, nor could a court of justice demand of
any man what passed in the heart of another, though
it might extract the truth from the corresponding
testimonies of men who were privy to the facts relating
toit. Such demands can only be construed artifices to
ensnare innocence, to throw upon the person on whom
they are mdde, the imputation of an informer, for an act
‘f indispensable obligation. You had no alternative
but to approptiate the money to your own use, which

262
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would have been fraudulent, or to carry it to the credit
of the Company. The latter act being indispensablg,
rendered it incumbent upon you at the same time to
declare how it came into your possession, and what in-
formation concerning it you could legally obtain ffom
_others. The Board of Trade, as I suppose it was to
them that you were amenable, should have appointed
a committee of inquiry, if more was necessary. Jhis,
or whatever equivalent mode the rules of government
have appointed for such cases, should have been done,
and they were guilty of a neglect of duty who did net
doit. I do not understand what you write congerninge
the securities, and the charge intended to be drawn
against you, nor by whom, fér exacting them ; nor can
I apply the term of duplicity in any sense of the act,
to it. It appears to me to have been not merel).r
correct, but necessary; nor could the neglect of taking
securities from the Amla be imputed to you, if (as I
take it for granted) they were not of your appoint-
ment, nor appointed during your time. I will inquire
whether any notice s taken of these éransactions ; and
you may depend upon it, that I will not be wanting in
anything that may be necessary to guard your cha-
racter against any misconstruction o» misrepresentation
of them. ~ . .

I have not heard lately from John, not of him: Tam
satisfied that he is going on well. I pray to God that
you may live to see him. He will be a blessing to
you. 1fhe goes out next spring, I shall not want Mr.
Partington’s assistance in defraying his further ex-
penses, unless they exceed my estimate of thent.

Give my love to my dear friend Charles, with that
with which I am charged from his godmother ; we both
unite in affection and every good wish for you and all
your family.

I must not omit to inform you of a very interesting
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event which has taken place in our family, whichis, the
marriage of my nephew Woodman to Mrs. Hastings’s
niece, Miss Louise Chapuset, an amiable young
woman, and so great a favourite of us both, that no
othér cause could have reconciled us to her sepal ation
from us.

We are both, for the present,well. Adieu, my dear
friend. * I am ever, yours with true affection.

. To Mrs. Hastings.
! Brackley, 29th October, 1809.

My belowed w1fe,—-Ne1ther I, when I promised to
write to you from this place, nor you, when you exacted
, my promise, reflected, that Saturday was not a post
day, and that a letter written on this day, Sunday,
must go first to London, and would arrive at Dayles-
ford, but a few hours before me; for the purpose of
giving you, at the expense of doub&e postage, informa-
tion which I could deliver more amply and satisfac-
torily, and free of cost, if withheld till I came home.
Yet I am bound Py my promise; I love to converse
with you, in whatever way I can; and my letter will
at least answer one good purpose,—lt will spare you
the pain of ?btfﬁl expectation. On Tuesday, the
eday appointed for my return, I shall return; but as I
propose to stop at Banbury for an hour, I shall pot
reach my beloved home till near five. I shall certainly
be there (if it please God) not later than five. Thomas
Woodman has done much to thz parsonage, in which
he has completed two good rooms below, and two above
stairs; and the whole will in another year be a com-
fortable and hospitable mansion. He invited two neigh-
bouring families yesterday to dine with us, decent and
ewdently gbod tempered people One lady recom-
mended herself to me by praising our friend Mrs.
Sampson, who ¥s of her acquaintance. He expatiates
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largely, and warmly, on the friendly dispositions of his
townfolks; from which Iinfer that they think as kindly
of his. The town is a handsome town, and reputed
healthy. Old Woodmah is as well, and looks as well,
as I remember him forty years ago. I too am as wall,
and look as well, as I did four days ago. The road
from Chipping Norton to Banbury is not bad, and
from Banbury hither good. ‘e

T. Woodman was much delighted with your accu-
mulated bounty, at which I was equally surprised, and
had half a mind to be offended. He will thank you,
and answer your letter himself, and write for both
purposes by me, charging me in the mean time to say
much that is handsome for him.

Adieu, my beloved. May the Almighty bless and ‘
protect you! This is my morning and nightly prayer,
and the wish ever present in my heart.

T Mr. TrHomMPSON.
Daylesford House, 17th November.

My dear Thompson,—1 can scarce tell you why I
did not answer your letter when ! received it, for I
never had less leisure or less inclination to write than
now.

I do not know whether Phipps wasp my debt ‘or
not. If he was, his bond, with every othet, for debtse
contracted in Indla, was left in Caleutta, and is there
still.

1 saw Mrs. Phipps when I was in town. She’ said,
she wished o go to service, or do any anything for
bread—Poor creature! that she had paid all her
debts to a farthing, and was literally pennyless When
1 return to town, and I ought to be there by next
Monday, I will exert myself for her. At present, I
am sufficiently occup1ed with cares of my own. In the
mean time she is not in actual want, nor, I hope, i in
fear of it.
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If you think fit to administer, and wish me to join
you in it, you may. Offer our kindest remembrances
to your dear lady, who has at present much the largest
share of our good wishes, but can we divide them?
I thkank you most heartily for your game. It came
most opportunely when it was most wanted, and was
not to be had but through your bounty. Adieu, my
dear friend, your affectionate.
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CHAPTER XIV.

Mr. Hastings examined before the Houses of Parhament——Degree conferred
upon him by the University of Oxford—Created a Privy Coundlilor—
Introduced to the Emperor of Russia and King of Prussia—Dinner to the
Duke of Wellington—Retums into Private Life.

From the year 1806, when he made his figst and®
last attempt to take some share in the management
of public affairs at home, Mr. Hastings spent his
days in comparative obscurity. Contented hé
doubtless was ; for the consciousness of deserving
well of the country which neglected him continued
present to his mind throughout, and in the pur-
suits of agriculture, and the indulgence of a pure
“and classical taste, he found ample occupation
as well as great enjoyment. Moreover, his home
was to him what it had ever been dacene of the
purest happiness, while his benevolence, the pro-
minent feature in his character, was never at a
loss for objects on which to exercise itself. There
is a large portion of his correspondence now be-
fore me, which, for obvious reasons, I feek myself
prohibited from making public, but of which I am
free to state, that in every line it bears .testimony
to his excellency of heart and the strength and.
clearness of his judgment. Were any of his more
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distant friends anxious about the education or the
general welfare of their children? They seem invari-
ably to have thrown themselves upon Mr. Hastings
forecounsel, which, as well as more active assistance,
was in no single instance refused. Did domestic
differences arise, even between man and wife? Mr.
Has#inks was appealed to as the individual, among
all their acquaintances, the best fitted either to
bring the estranged parties together, or to arrange,
in a manner satisfactory to all concerned, the
terms of an amicable separation. As to applica-
* tions for aid, either in launching young men into
the world, or relieving widows and orphans from
the pressure of pecuniary distress, there is really
no end to them. And finally, his letters to the
youth of both sexes, especially to boys, whether
at school or collgge, or preparing themselves for
the service of the East India Company, are all mo-
dels of gentleness,. and wisdom, and high principle.
.In a worg, #fe years which Mr. Hastings spent
apart from the busy world, and, as far as the
world’s observations went, in total neglect, were
not only not passed in indolence and uselessness,
but were devoted to the well-being of his fellow
men ir* all ranks, and ages, and conditions. I
question, indeed, whether even he ever did more
good—I mean individual good—at any interval in
ohis career, than during the season, when to society
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at Jarge he appeared to have laid aside all active
interest in the sayings and doings of its members.
It was not, however, in the arrangements of
God’s providence that Mr. Hastings should eyit
for ever the stage of life without having his wis-
dom appealed to, and his merits acknowledged, in
quarters where both had been so long and’ % un-
accountably neglected. ~When Parliament pro-
ceeded, in 1813, to inquire into the working of the
revenue and judicial systems, and to malte other
preparations for the renewal of the Company’s
charter, Mr. Hastings was called from his retire- *
ment in the country to give evidence before both
Houses. He obeygd the summons, cheerfully,
preferring then, as on all former ocecasions,
public duty to private ease; and, at the age of
eighty-one, found himself, for the second time,
ushered into the presence, first of the assembled
Commons, and by and bye of ghe Lords. Hqw
different was his reception then froM what it had,
been seven-and-twenty years previously! At the
former of these periods he stood at the bar of, both
houses a prisoner, charged with heavy offences, and
arraigned for his trial: now his entrance within
their doors was greeted by the Commons of Eng-
land with marks of respect, such as they have
rarely bestowed upon a subject. Th¢ members,

rising as if by common consent, stood with theif
' .
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heads uncovered, and so continued till he had as-
sumed the seat which was placed for him within
the bar. In like manner, after his evidence had
bgen given, and he prepared to depart, the mem-
bers rose again, thus demonstrating the total ab-
sence of sympathy which was between them and
" their® ﬁredecessors in that place a quarter of a
century before. Neither were the ILiords behind
hand with the Commons in paying respect to the
Venerable man who came to give them light on
the subject of Indian politics. They, too, afforded
* him the accommodation of a seat; and, from the
l;eginning'to the close of the examination, heard
him with a silence which was well nigh reveren-
tial. But he shall describe for himself, and his
friend, Mr. Thompson, shall describe with him,
both the sceneseas they passed before their own
eyes, and" the feelings which they stirred up in
Mr. Hastings’s bgsom. The following letters refer
, almost enti1€(y to this subject.

To Mr. Cuarres D'OviEy.

. London, 15th April, 1813.

My dear Charles,—Though I date this from London,
from which place I shall despatch it, I write it at a
distancé from it, and have not your letters by me. I
think I have two acknowledged; but it is a long time
since I wrote to you, and am glad of an interval which
I have at ty sure command to resume that office. By

*alate despatch I wrote to your father, and related to
him all that was in my mind, and that bore a common
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interest to us both. The two subjects of this letter
will be of that relation, and you will both equally par-
take of them.

Though my acquaintance with Lord Moira is but
distant, at least more so on my side than his, it"has
obtained for me his spontaneous permission to recom-
mend to him any special friends under his immediate
government, a privilege, of which I have madedut a
scanty use. Your father’s name and yours I have
given in memorandum, as those of friends that were
dear to me. Of John I have said nothing, becauso a
considerable time must clapse before he will gtand irf
need of that patronage that will lead to emolument.
In the mean time his father will be his best patron,
and if John through him is made known to the
Governor-general it will be sufficient. His own con-
duct, and the growing interest of his father and brother,
will entitle him, as I érust, to future favour. I have
already written thus much to your father, and this
must serve as a duplicate, and a provision against ac-
cidents. .

I have lately received two most convimcing and
affecting proofs of my having outlived all the prejudices
which have, during so many past years, prevailel
against me. I have been called before b3the Houses of o
Parliament, and questioned at large éoncerning the
points that bore a principal relation to the conditions
proposed by the administration for the new charfer of
the East India Company. By the Commons I was
under examination between three and four hoars, and
when 1 was ordered to withdraw, and was retiting, all
the members, by one simultaneous impulse, rose with
their heads uncovered, and stood in silence, till 1
passed the door of their chamber. The ¥ouse was
unusually crowded. The same honour was paid me,*
though, of course, with a more direct intention, by the
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Lords. 1 consider it, in both instances, as bestowed

oncharacter, not on the worth of any information which

they had drawn from me; for your father knows that

I am in a singular degree deficient in the powers of

uttgthnce. To the same predilcetion 1 attribute it, that

what I said on both occasions gave unanimous satis-

faction. The Duke of Gloucester, with his accustomed

goodngss took me with him in his carriage, calling

upon me for the purpose, to the House of Lords, sat

with me in the outer room till I was called in, con-

dugted me to the chamber, where the Lords sat in full-
committee, afterwards reconducted me to his carriage, -
which reconveyed me home by his orders; and when

the House broke up, he himself came to make his

‘report of what had passed to Mrs. Hastings, with the

same kind of glec that you, or your dear father, would

have expressed upon the same occasion. And I bless

him for it. .

I believe I wrote to Sir John, that I had been
visited by a first fit of the gout. It was not violent,
but continued long, and kept me sedentary while it
lasted. I am now quite free from it, and well: My
dear Mrs. Hastings is uncommonly so, and affords me
the delight to yitness the influence which the happy -
gxuberance -of'ger spirits produces o% those of every
society in which*she mixes. We meditate to return
to Daylesford before the end of this month; but 1
believ® 1 shall soon come back to town, as I feel too
great an anxiety to see the progress of the present
discussion of the affairs of India in Parliament, to bear .
that I sh8uld remain at a distance from the field of
action. ~ How it is likely to terminate I cannot yet
form e conjecture; but I fear the worst, from the
more than political animosity which has marked the
proceedings against the Company. The party in
opposition to the government is in this contest united .
with it.
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I shall close my letter here, and write again to Sir
John on my return to town. With Mrs. Hastings’s
kind regards and my own to you both, and to Mrs.
D'Oyley, I remain, my dear Charles, yours most faith-
fully. .

From Mr. Trompsoy to Sir Joun D'Ovrey.
London, 17th May, 1813.

My dear Sir John,—Mr. Hastings has already sent
you his evidence before the House of Commons on the
India question. By his desire I have now the pleasure
to forward to you that which he delivered beforg a
committee of the House of Lords. I wish gou were
now in England for many reasons, but particularly
that you might participate in the triumph which our
great friend has obtained over all his enemies. He®
has not, I believe, one remaining. Those whom death
has spared, remorse has converted into friends, and
1 am most perfectlysconvinced there is not at this
moment aman in England, the worth of whose private
and public character is more universally and indis-
putably admitted than his is. I agcompanied him to
the House of Commons when he wenteto give his
evidence. Whilst we were sitting in the Speaker’s
room preparatory to his examiwatign, Sir Thomas
Plumer came to us, and I congratulat® shim on thg
very different auspices under which we now assembled
from those which formerly brought us there. He
heartily participated in this feeling, and earhestly
said, « Did you not hear just now a great noise in the
House?” upon our answering in the negative, he
added. I made sure you must, for when Mr. Hastings’s
name was mentioned, and amotion made that hé might
be offered a chair, a louder acclamation followed than
I ever remember to have heard within itswalls” At
the close of his evidence the members, influenced by
one common feeling of respect, rose spontaneously,
and taking off their hats, stood whilst he retired. You



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 463

who know the warmth and generosity of his heart will
readily conceive how forcibly it was touched, and how
delightfully affected by so unequivocal, unlooked for,
and rare a testimony of public esteem. His reception
before the Lords was hardly less flattering. The
Duke of Gloucester, at his own request, called upon
him and took him in his chariot to the House, waited
with Jiw in one of the chambers till he was sum-
moned, accompanied him into the committee room,
attended whilst he gave his evidence, and at its close
conducted him back again to his Royal Highness’s
thariot., Whilst before the Lords he was accommo-
dated with a seat, an honour which I am told is almost
unprécedented. Throughout the whole investigation

* the most marked attention has been paid, both to his
p.erson and his opinions. The very officers of both
houses, even to the printers of their proceedings, as
well as the persons employed by the Company, seem
to have vied with each other in manifesting their
respect for him. You will not fail to observe that he
gave his testimony under disadvantages mnot felt by
the other watnesses. Being the person who was first
examined in both houses, he was in some measure a
gride and piogeere to his followers, showing and
Llearing the %ay, not merely for those who were to
answer the quéstions, but for those who were to ask
them. Neither the Commons, nor the Lords, nor even
the Council seemed at first distinctly to see their
course, and when you shall compare the direct, lumi-
nous, and copious answers which he gave to questions
frequently indistinct and irrelevant, you will, I think,
perceive that at the very outset of the inquiry he
enlarged and liberalized its scope and tendency, con-
firmed the®succeeding witnesses, and gave to their
tvidence that firmness, decision, expansion, and con-
sistency by which it is upon the whole so remarkably
and so honourably distinguished.
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As I know Mr. Hastings has lately written to you
1 shall say nothing of his situation or views. He ip-
tended to have left town last Tuesday, but he was on

‘the preceding day attacked by a fever, the consequence
of a cold, and was obliged to delay his departure® 4ill
Friday, when he set out for Daylesford in a state of
convalescence, and with the prospect of a speedy and
complete recovery. Mrs. Hastings was in higl health.

I formerly wrote to you concerning your pecuniary
transactions with Mrs. Hastings. I now enclose for
your information the copy of a letter which I lately
addressed to your respective agents, Messrs. Butler and’
Burrowes, on the same subject. I earnestly wish, that
the two policies of insurance may be found in the pos-
session of Mr. Edwund Grange; but I have the =
pleasure of informing you that, even if they should be
lost, we may recover their amount upon giving to the
office a bond of indemnity against their future pro-
duction.

I was sorry to hear from Mr. Hastings that you had
lately suffered much indisposition, eSincerely wishing
you a return of health, and the long enjoyfent of that
and every other earthly blessing, I' remain, dear Sir
John, very truly yours. * .

If you should be disposed to favour me wkh a letter, o
direct it to the care of Messrs. Edmund Boehm and
John Tayler, London.

From Mr. Hastings to Mr. THomPSON.

Daylesford House, 23rd May, 1813.
*

« My dear Thompson,—I wrote to you a feeble-letter
on Friday, and am going to write another. Mrs. Hast-
ings was so pleased with your letter, thatyshe had a
copy taken of it, which she keeps as a memorial; and,
has desired me to return the original. I read it with

as much pleasure as she did. In the choice of senti-
E
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ments which might give a name to what I felt on my
reception from the two houses of Parliament, it was
consistent with your accustomed partiality to prefer
the best. I certainly felt a “warmth” of some kind;
byt® whether of ¢ generosity,” pride, or vanity, I am
not able myself to distinguish. It is neither pride, nor
vanity, in the common acceptation of those words, to
delightdn the good opinion of my fellow countrymen,
to see such a sanction afforded to my friends for their
predilection of me, and to be the means of reflecting
my own credit on the person whose happiness so many
Years pgst have bound to my own. The suffrage of
my masters, conveyed to me through their chairman,
has consummated my exultation. After all these de-
® monstrations of self-satisfaction, it is but fair that I
should proceed to its counterpoise. I was employed
during the greatest part of my sitting hours yesterday
in correcting the manuscript copy of my evidence in
the House of Lords by your errata, and was mortified
at meeting with errors, incongruities, and unfinished
paragraphs, whichewere all my own, -and incorrigible.
I have givem=(that is, I have lent) David Anderson my
printed evidence, and I want one now sadly to cor-
reet it. s °
o In my amsfer to the eleventh question, instead of
“ pensioners left upon the country of government,”
read “ bounty of government.” There are other errors
of thé manuseript, such as, in the first answer, 38,
(3. ¢. 39th line, the paragrdh consisting of 135 lines),
“ possessors” stands for ¢ professors”; 4%, “succes-
sively”.fb' “successfully;” %, “trait of their cha-_ﬂ
racter, their temperance is,” &ec. for “trait of their
character, their temperance, which is,” &e. But I will
not proceed? as I suspect that this may have mistakes
Which are not in the print. 1 meet with one, a sad one,
which 1 cannot eorrect.

VOLwd11. 2 H
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I mend slowly, am very weak, and have left off animal
food and wine. If that won’t save me, brandy wont.
Adieu! Your affectionate friend.

P.8. Mrs. Hastings desires me to give her thanks
for the copy of your letter to SimJohn 1’Oyley.—Have
I not? She is just returned half starved from church.

Among other mistakes, it might have been a curious
one for the next century to have discovered ansoyg the
Daylesford archives, an envelope superscribed a letter
from the Chairman of the East India Company, the
address of which was, Ma bien aimée Madame. .

I do not know how far the proceedings of Par-
liament may have drawn the attention of the*Uni-
versity of Oxford to the slighted merits of Mr.*
Hastings, but this much I am enabled to state—
that he was scarcely returned to his seclusion
at Daylesford, ere he received from the Vice-
chancellor an announcement that it was in-
tended to confer upon him, at the ensuing com-
memoration, the honorary degree of Doctor of
Laws. To the compliment tlwus pffered, as well
as to the flattering manner in Whic_h‘lt Swas carried
out, I find a pleasant reference made in Mr.
Hastings’s diary ; where he likewise speaks of Dr.
Phillimore’s Latin oratidh in terms of high praise,
though not more highly than the elegance of its

~composition deserved. Yet of one fact, which ap-
pears to me to mark more conspicuously than all
the rest the triumph of his good nante over pre-
- . . . . - L4
judice, the journalist has omitted to take notice.

As the Commons had done in thé house, so the
© e
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Junior members of the University of Oxford did
ine their theatre; they rose to a man when the
illustrious octogenarian appeared, and greeted him,
both in coming and going, with reiterated shouts.
I need not inform those to whom the customs of
the university are familiar, that the season of the
comnfemoration is to the under graduates a sort of
Saturnalia, during which they bestow, with un-
sparing lungs, tokens either of respect or its op-
posite ufon the several public men who come under
theirenotice. On this occasion Warren Hastings -
*was, above all the different candidates for univer-
sigy honours, the decided favourite ; and it is but
Just to add, that in his case thg young men exhi-
bited the same good sense and perfect impartiality
that they are accustomed to do on all similar occa-
sions. 'The following letters refer, in part, to this
transaction,-and therefore demand insertion.

- Te EL'IJAH IstpEY, Esq.
. .o’ Daylesford House, 11th August, 1813.

My dear Elijjah,—1 availed myself of your kind
permission to draw upon your bookseller for three
copies of your poem,* which I have duly received, and
thank you for them most heartily. How much I was
pleased with the poem I cannot tell you; but I have a
greater .pfeasure in conveying to you the sentiments
and words of my dear Mrs. Hastings. “Tell him,”
she said, ““that I am delighted with it. It is excellent,

charming, ar®l has nothing of sickness in the compo-
*
* Addressed to Dr. Phillimore on his Latin speech presenting Mr. Hastings
to the degree of LL.D. 8t Oxford.

-~ 2H 2
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sition of il; nor is it possible to be better.” Similar
is the judgment of all our present household, who-gre
all good judges, and have delivered their opinious in
terms that marked the feelings of the heart in full ac-
cordance with the discrimination of the mind. I have
just now read it over anew, for the purpose of selecting
such passages as were praiseworthy above the rest;
but I like the whole so much, that I should @pgear to
myself to depreciate what I omitted in particularising.
Yet I may, without the invidiousness of comparison,
notice some peculiar excellences which have strack
me as such. Lamenting as I do the cauee which
drew from you the emphatical allusion to your state

of health, I must agree with Mrs. Hastings, that.

the poem has no intuitive symptoms of a mind ¢n-
feebled by sickness; and even those six lines possess
a beauty, which in a body at ease mere inspiration
could not have given. The whole of the address to
Dr. Phillimore possesses at once the merit of harmony
with that, in the high degree, of compression; and, if
I may (after what I have declaretl against selection)
fix upon one part that rises high above tif€rest, though
high, it is the following couplet, which closes the enu-
meration : — AN .
“The deep, well-omen’d voice of thur}d:r, %iven .
To speak and ratify the will of Heaven.”

But I may pronounce my praises of the four lines
in the tenth page, which allude to my domestic felicity,
without scruple; for my judgment has no share in
them; and yet my approbation of them (of the senti-
ment I mean) is boundless, and another pérspn feels
the same kind of partiality to them.

The tardy utterance of the evidence delivered at the
bar of the House of Commons is most *happily, and
richly, fransmuted ; and the line describing the rising
of the members (¢ How the mute Bo#rd,” &c.), is cer-

-
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tainly not inferior to the original, if the well appro-
piiated epithet does not give it a superiority. You
already know my opinion of the passages which relate
to Lord Nelson and Lord Wellington. They are fine,

; 2% the principle onewhich they are founded is just, and
well applied.

After having disclaimed all intention of separate
encorgiwm, I have bestowed it separative on all inclu-
sively, and after all, am compelled conscientiously to
lament, that the whole is a beautiful exaggeration.
But proceed with truth, or fiction, I defy you to exceed
9ts intriwsic worth.

Migs. Hastings desires me to assure you of her kind
and grateful regards, and unites with mine to dear

* Lady Impey and our dear Marian. ~Adieu, my friend,
yours most affectionately.

EAERY PR e
: To Mr. THOMPSON.

Daylesford House, 15th September, 1813,

My dear Friend,—I am ashamed to have let a letter
of yours remain ah age unacknowledged; and it was
one of all*Tthers, the neglect of which would have
added remorse to shame, had not my own self-love
b&en at the same tine a sufferer by it; for I certainly
«should havd mdulged that infirmity, had I written to
you, by accepting, with a much stronger complacency
than I now feel, your congratulations on the honours
bestowed upon me by the Unwermty of Oxford. Of
these you have your share, and, with the addition of
one or two more select names, this was a predominant

en’u'n,pnt in my mind when I received them. Mors.
Hastings and I thank you for your reflection on the
forbearance of the mad dog, and both agree, that in-
dependently of the affectionate interest which excited
&, it was the best thing that any dog, mad or sane,
ever gave occaston to be said of him. . .. .
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Since the receipt of your letter, and for some time
before, I have not seen Mr. Leigh, nor can I leajn
when he may be expected at Adlestrop. 1 do not like
to write to him, because I should fear that the forma-
lity of it would frustrate my intention; but if I muet, 4
1 must write before he loses the remembrance of my
claim on him as an old neighbour.

Where are you? To tell you the truth, tomsk this
question was the prime motive of my writing this
letter, as Mrs. Motte (God bless her!) is to leave us
to-morrow, and has undertaken to find you out and
convey it. My dear Mrs. Hastings is well, and desires
me to assure you of her affection. I am well, but
suffer under something like an anniversary languor, |
to the first occasion of which you were a witness in the
year 1781. Perhaps there is no great necessity for an
octogenarian to seek for adscititious reasons for not
feeling himself in sulh spirits as when the Lords and
Commons of the realm bestowed so much pains to keep
them in action twenty years preceding. I am ever,

‘my dear Thompson, your truly affectionate friend.

Mr. Hastings was exceedingly deligl'l.ted, as in-
deed he had the best reason to bes wigh the evidenee
thus afforded to the triumph of tru.th' Over preju-e
dice ; and to the estimate in which, after long years
of persecution and neglect, his own merits* as a
faithful servant to the public were beginning to
be held.  Yet was his situation at the moment as
embarrassing as can well be conceived, and par-
ticularly to one who, like himself, both dreaded,
with an almost superstitious dread, tRe accumu-
lation of debts, and shrank from the only means
by which its accumulation could be'avoided. Mr.

-—
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Hastings had by this time outlived the period for
which his annuity from the East India Company
was granted, and found himself in the eighty-se-
cond year of his age on the very verge of pau-
perism. There is something so unbecoming the
rightful position of the preserver of British India in
thes@répeated exhibitions of his pecuniary distresses,
and of the course which he was driven to adopt for
the purpose of relieving them, that I may well be
“excusefl if I pass, with a rapid pen, over the trans-
actidus of this particular epoch. Enough is done
when I state, that he appeared again before the
Court of Directors as a suitor ; ; and that the Court,
after some delay, came to the resolution of con-
tinuing his annuity for the term of his natural life.
To a proposition, which was hazarded, of increas-
ing the pensione to five thousand pounds, and in-
cluding the name of Mrs. Hastings with that of
Ler hushand in the grant, the Court would not
. however Ksten ; ; and it would be idle to deny that
Mr. Hastings experienced both dlsappomtment and
moxtlhcatlon at the refusal. Lk
Meanwhile, the affairs of Emope had taken
that mighty turn, which led first to the loss of the
Frengh army in Russia, and ultimately to the ab-
dication of Napoleon, and the re-settlement of the
.grandson«of Louis the Sixteenth on the throne of
*his ancestors. It was a period in our history when
the hearts of all men, from the Prince Regent
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down to the beggar by the highway side, appeared
mad with joy. The triumph of England was ir-
deed complete, and, asif to mark the sense which
they entertained of her unwavering constancy angd
stubborn valour during a war of unexampled du-
ration, emperors, and kings, and warrior‘s, and
statesmen, from all the European nations, whom
her example had finally roused, flocked over in
crowds, and took up their residence in her capitai.
It is no business of mine to describe the jucf:ession'
of fetes and public entertainments which %ept
London, for a brief space, in a state of violent ex-
citement. By all orders and degrees of its inha-
bitants they were fregly shared, and upon the good
feelings of all they produced their customary
effects, by calling them strongly into action.

I am not prepared to say that Mr. Hastings
owed anything to theoperation of this common prin-
ciple of human nature in the highast quarter, yet the
fact is beyond dispute, that on the 3th of May,.
1814, he received, to his extreme su.rprise, an offi-
cial intimation that the Prince Regent having been
graciously pleased to add his name to the list of
privy councillors, his presence at the next meet-
ing of Council was desired, in order that he might
- be sworn in. Mr. Hastings obeyed the summons,
as a matter of course, accepted the honowr so hand-
somely bestowed upon him, was admitted to alength-*
ened audience by his royal master sodn afterwards,

—
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and returned home highly gratified by the whole
proceeding. Not however within these limits
was the favour personally shown to him cir-
cymscribed.  When the allied sovereigns re-
paired to Oxford, Mr. Hastings was especially
invited to meet them there, and again received, in
theirpresence, marks of unqualified respect from
the senate, and of ardent and not less sincere ad-
nriration from the under graduates in the theatre.
.Again,‘ he was not only present at the magnificent
enteftainment given at Guildhall, on the 18th of
June, but the Prince Regent embraced that op-
portunity of presenting him to the Emperor of
Russia, and the King of Pru.ssia, as the most de-
serving, and at the same time one of the worst
used men in the-empire. “ But I have made a
beginning,” continued his Royal Highness, ““ and
shall certéi?ﬂy not stop there. He has been created
s Privy Coun.cillqr, which he is to regard as no-
thing more%than an earnest of the esteem in which
I hold him ; he shall yet be honoured as he de-
serves.”  Flattering words, no doubt, to fall from
the lips of a prince, and doubly grateful when
spoken by one who knew so well as George the
Fouth how to give to them their full effect; yet
were they followed by no results favourable to the
fortunes of him who was their object. Mr. Hastings
® played his part in all the pageants which cast their
halo overe titat brief season of national joy. He
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even presided at a dinner given by the gentlemen
connected with India to the Duke of Wellington,
on the 11th of July, and proposed the illustrious
duke’s health, in a speech remarkable for its neat-
ness and good taste. Yet he returned, when all
was done, to his seclusion at Daylesford, and for
purposes of further advancement was nevef lteard
of more. The following letters, which 1 have
taken at random out of a number written at this
period, will best explain his own movements in’
the throng, and the feelings which were called
forth by the sort of reception which everywhere *
attended him. )
To DA.VID Axperson, Esq.
London, 20th June, 1814 : 6, Portugal-street.

My dear Friend,—When I write to you, my mind
forcibly recurs to your sorrow, yete(l fear) but little
abated; for you have more than your own®to compel
its duration, and I feel, as if every endeavour to draw
your attention from it, was a painful {ntrusion. Yet
it is from the interchange of friendly coththunications o
alone, that you can obtain that effecttial composure,
for which your own strength of understanding will
have laid the foundation. But of this perhapsT re.
peat too much,-and shall proceed to subjects of inferior
interest.

I have received your affectionate letter, and one
which has interested me much from my young friend
David, with an elegant testimony of his regard for the
friend of his father. I allude exclusively t0 the short,.
but very comprehensive, and (if I may say it) appro-
priate address prefixed to his judicial disputation ;
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which, as far as it falls within the compass of my general
kpowledge, I am much pleased with, particularly with
its conciseness of connexion and perspicuity, which
accommodates a subject of a nature so new and tech-
nical to my own comprehension. In whatever way he
may apply his chosen profession, I have no fears for
his success in it.

I ghell now say something of myself. You would
have been the first to whom I should have imparted
the late honour conferred upon me, if it had happened at
anothey time. You will be pleased to hear, that it was

* unsolicited, and, except by an indefinite hint, unknown
and.unsuswted. It was accompanied, and followed
in a privaW® audience, by the most gracious expres-
sions of benevolence, from the Prince Regent. The
same indications I have repeatedly received on other
occasions, which have brought me to his Royal High-
ness’s notice, and most conspiceously at thf; late mag-
nificent festival at Guildhall, where he did me the
honour to present me to the Emperor, the King of
Prussia, and thes Duke of Oldenburgh, in a manner
too flattefidg to be written, and more audible than
was merely necessary for the great personages to whom
4t was addressgd. ® I have a freer and purer sensation .
of satisfacti®n in informing you, that I have borne my
part in all the'late ceremonials and festivals at Oxford,
a scene of incessant fatigue during three complete days,
without the least injury to my health, and since my
return, the dinner at Guildhall, with g cold caught on
the journey of my return to town, and not increased by
this Jast and severe trial of my constitution. From
these proofs of what I can endure, I think I shall last
through another winter, and but for one consideration
alone, I think I am pre-reconciled to what may be my

" destiny beyond it. In the mean time I have the hap-
piness of seeing Mrs. Hastings improve in health,
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even in the tumult of this town, and though she has
not yet received any accession to it by the gratificatiop
of those incitements of cu1iosity, which prevail to a
degree approaching to madness in all the world around
her. We often talk of you, and dear Mrs. Anderson,
and always with fervent wishes for your present tran-
quillity, and yet reserved happiness. To these we
join our most affectionate regards. Pray remegpber
me, with Mrs. Hastings’s commissioned affections, to
both your sons. I will write to my friend David. with
one of the first intervals of leisure that are affordgd me,
which are not many. Adieu, my most dear friend.

We shall not leave London very soon, mor without
apprising you of it.

To the same.

London, 12th July, 1814.

My dear Friend,~Sc.>me time before I received your
last kind letter, I heard, by two indirect channels, of
the loss of your brother John. I grieve for it on your
account, and much on my own; for I am gnuch in-
debted to him for a series of pexsonal kmdnesses, and
at this time feel my concern for this event aggravated,
by the regret, that I had never testifitd otg him the
sense which I really entertained of the wbligation. I '
believe, too, that it was some addition, that he seemed
to have undergone so little change in his person, as to
have justified the expectation of a life of extended du-

ration; but I %have lived to a strangely checkered
period of my own ; interested, and not without asdegree
of compunction, in the daily occurring diversity of pass-
ing satisfaction, and its intermixture with the severe
domestic distresses of one friend, and the pagt and im-
pending afflictions of others. In these you have a fellow «
share ; for most of my friends are in the same degree
yours; but hopeless as the cases are, 1 will not antici-
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pate them. TLet me turn to myself. a subject at this
moment not unpleasing. In the first place, I have the
great satisfaction of seeing Mrs. Hastings, who came in
a sick state to London, at once improved to a state of
vtmixed health and exuberant spirits, and looks, if

o not of youth, of something full as good. I. on my part,
have undergone various scenes of fatigue, to which I
shoyld have thought myself unequal some years ago,
and have not suffered from any, except going to the
thanksgiving at St. Paul’s, which almost put a period
to my career of exertions; for I had a sharp, but tem-
* porary fever that night. By a day’s abstinence, and a
httle quiet, I have been since enabled to go through
the office which had been assigned me of p1esxdm(r at

,the dinner given by the Indlan gentlemen to the Duke
of Wellington; and I accomplished it with more suc-
cess than the past, having (in spite of my natural
impediments, both in voice, utderance and recollection)
prefaced the health of the Duke with an address which
was well received. If I can get a frank, I will send you
a copy of it, witha continuation of my reflections on the
combinatioa of past events, from which much of what
I said was taken. 1 cannot proceed in that work. 1

elive too muchgin #he world, to be able to think of what
passes ir®if’; and the time approaches, when I shall
be too little ih the world to Znow what passes init. 1
believe we shall return into the country next Monday,
the’ 18th.

I shall be anxious to hear how David has acquitted
himself of his first essay in his profession.

[.an'l not surprised that Mrs. Anderson had not re-
covered sufficient composure of mind to admit the
return of society. I am convinced, that it must have
cost her tnuch to see her friends and relations the first

" time. Time and society in grief are more likely

than satiety o temper it. s
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Since I wrote a little more than the first sheet of
this letter, I have been at my friend Toone’s door-
He was not at home; from which T draw a bad omen,
as his youngest daughter, of whom, till very lately, they
had begun to entertain more sanguine expectationgs
than of the elder, was expected in town two days ago,, !
if she was able to bear the journey. Dasiring to ask
the servant some questions, I found myself dgprned
of the power of utterance. This infirmity, of which I
do not know whether I have yet informed you, recurs
without pain, affecting at the same time the muscles qf
one hand (not always the same hand) and jof the.
mouth. It seldom lasts more than ten minutes; but
its inferior effects upon my hand are almost perpetual,
weakening my hold of my pen, and causing me to *
make continual blunders. This you must have noticed;
and therefore I have mentioned it, and accounted for if.
How fortunate that ITeescaped this visitation on the
11th of the month ; that, on the contrary, my voice was
clear, and audible, and my mind collected ! I now bid
you farewell. Mrs. Hastings unites yith me in kindest
regards and fervent wishes, and I hope degr Mis. An-
derson will bear these remembrances from two persons
who love her as dearly as any out of the cjrcle of her owne
family. Remember us affectionately toeI3avid and
Hastings and to your sister, and your Brother James
and his lady. Your affectionate friend.

To the same.

London, 20th July, 1814.

My dear Friend,—I have suffered my vanit)'r {o be
too much gratified by the applauses bestowed on my
address to the Duke of Wellington at the dinner given
to him, at which I presided, and have been®punished
for it in a way that bas already almost effaced its first *
impression by my conviction that I have deserved it.
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The managers of the subscription sent a copy of the
sEeech to the newspapers, which they (or one of them)
inserted, with the following addition :—¢ The Chair-
man’s speech, from his feeble voice, could only be
hgard by those who were near the chair; but it was
received with much satisfaction,” &e. It is not true
that my voice was « feeble;” and it was ludicrous, that
what.I s1ad said should be « received with much satis-
faction” by those who did not hear it. Its design,
however, was egdently to cast a doubt upon its au-
thenticity. This conclusion I have since drawn from
ethe foilgwing circumstances. At a dinner given on the
16th to the Duke of Wellington by the Court of Di-
1‘ecto'rs, the following healths were drunk by the Chair-
man, in the following order :—« Mr. Hastings, and the
Governments of India.” Then followed, < The Mar-
quis Wellesley, with thanks to him for his distinguished
services in India.” I am told, that in all the papers
(1 know it is in one of them), the toasts are thus de-
livered :— Marquis Wellesley, with thanks to him for
his distinguished services in India.” < Lord Teign-
mouth, Sir George Barlow, Sir John Macpherson, the
Right Hon. Warren Hastings, who have served the
East India Cgmpany with distinguished honour to
. themselvesy #nd advantage to the Company.” All this
is a fabrication; arising from a purpose unknown to
myself till yesterday, in which some of my most warm
friends, and other persons of high respectability, are
concerned, and Sir George Dallas the mover of it. It
was a proposal to erect my statue in the India House;
which.wﬁs opposed by the friends of Lord Wellesley,
unless a similar honour was paid to him, and preceded
mine. This was compromised by joining us together,
my name Being allowed the precedence, and a petition
®of nine proprietors has been actually prepared (as I

N
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have said}, requesting a Court of Proprletors to be
summoned but not yet presented, on account, I be-
lieve, of the lateness of the season. You may wonder,
that I should be all this time in ignorance of all this ;
but soit was ; yet something had imperfectly transpiteg,
and not attributing it to any but the Court of Direc-
tors themselves, and not suspecting any competition or
compromise, [ purposely sought to elude any .further
or direct knowledge of it. Yesterday Sir George im-
parted it to Mrs, Hastmgs, and I called upon him this
morning, to thank him for his zealous intention, but
peremptorily refusing my assent-to it, and to eyery at-¢
tempt of the kind whatever, except what should arise
from the Court of Directors themselves, and from %their
own mere motion. On his giving me an assurance,
that « nothing should be done that should hurt my
feelings,” Irephed “No, nothing whatever; let the
whole business be putean end to all together.” I will
not trouble you with another long story; but I have
been influenced principally by a similar affair which
happened in May last; for which, I have since re-
proached myself. NowI will announce ,the’copy of
my address, which I will enclose, regretting only that
I could not get a frank for it. It is true, I am aware

of the incongruity of your existing state of anind with

a subject of so worldly a connexion; but I have re-
flected, that you cannot have an easier to assist in
drawing you back to the habits and to a participhtion
in the intercourse of social life; and you owe yourself
to society.

We had made progress in packing up all ottr furni-
ture, and destined yesterday morning for our final
departure, when on Monday we received an invitation
to the Prince Regent’s féte on Thursday next, to mor-
row. We now kope, for I will never again say, will, to®
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leave the town on Saturday, I trust, not worse in

health than I came, and Mrs. Hastings, I thank God,
mech better.

We desire to be remembered by you and your dear

lady with your usual affection, and pray for the perfect

¢ retoration of your tranquillity ; and we offer our affec-

tionate regards to all your family. I am ever your

true and affectionate friend. L
o Toweas

I subjoin a copy of the address, to which so
much allusion is made ; not without a persuasion
o1 my own mmd that it W111 be read with general
1nte1est pr e

® Address to the Duke of WELLINGTON at Burlington House on Monday the
. 11th of July, 1814,

The gentlemen of this assembly, who formerly held
occupations in the various dephrtments of the East
India Company’s service in India, have solicited the
honour of your Grace’s presence in this day’s festival,
to congratulate your Grace on your happy return to
the bosom®oftyour country, and to testify in this man-
ner their admiration of your great and eminent ser-
Vices. o *

o In offerifg this fribute they are animated with the
same sense of gratitude which glows in every British
heart; but they claim to feel it, if not in a superior
degree, in a peculiar manner, from having been, some
of them, the associates of your ea1ly warfare, many
near witnesses of it, and all possessing a common in-
terest jin *the train of victories by which you supp01ted
and extended the power of the British Empire in
India; thus uniting at the same time a brother’s glory
W1th your dwn. They have seen the same spirit dis-
Played in the plains of Berar, as hath since been shown
on the heightseof Vittoria; but the course of yourlatter
VOL. JII. 21
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achievements has been distinguished by a much more
elevated character, in which you have appeared as the
delegated champion of the most sacred relations ‘of
human society. Let the following facts be taken in
proof of this assertion. Whoever looks back uponsthe
wonderful series and termination of events in the
Christian world, and traces them through all their
combinations, must be convinced, that in the.wanton
and perfidious aggression at Bayonne, the late rller of
France riveted the first link of that moral chain of re-
tribution, which, closing at Bourdeaux, dissolved, as
by a talismanic explosion, the whole framg of his
usurped dominion ; involving in the same simultaneous
catastrophe the restoration of the House of Borbon,
till then unheeded in the general contest, though here, ¢
and here only, cherished and befriended ; and jts rights,
which appeared annihilated for ever, to their primitive
state, rank and integrety in the system of nations, as if
they had never been suspended.

1t was the Duke of Wellington, who, himself led by
an unseen hand, conducted the movements of this awful
scheme of overruling justice. It was at E6urdeaux
where hi®arms were arrested in their prescribed course,
not by resistance, but by the digressiye offer of suk-
mission to the legitimate heir of the Fremch monarchy,,
from the unanimous voice of the inhdbitants of that
city, composing a population sufficiently numerous to
extend its influence, as it did, to all the departients
around it. : '

This was the consummated work of our most noble
guest, under the auspices of that Being, who,'whatever
means he may employ for the chastisement of offending
nations, invariably makes choice of the best moral
characters, as his fittest instruments, for ti® dispensa-
tion of his blessings and his mercies to mankind. *

. From this time forth the tenor of Mr. Hastings’s
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existence became as calm and even and undisturbed
as if he had never filled in the eye of the world a
wider space than appertains, as a matter of right,
] tg the well-educated country gentleman. * His in-
timacies continued, indeed, to be as extensive and
as hlghly valued as ever, for I find letters written
40 hfm in the most affectionate strain, not by the
friends of his early youth alone, but by many of
the most distinguished men of the day. But his
" name, %f mentioned at all within the precincts of
Carlton House, called forth no especial expressions
¢ of favour. No titles were bestowed upon him, no
pensions nor employments offered. He sank once
more into the obscurity of pijvate life, which the
honours attached to the dignity of a Privy Coun-
_cillor were not of a nature to disturb. = s
I sukjgin the Yollowing letters, not becauﬁe the
information which they contain is either extensive
er important, but because they seem to me to
s describe, Tn’a very interesting manner, the state of
the writer’s mind at a season when its vigour is
justebeginning to decay. They are the produc-
tiops of a noble spirit conscious of its growing in-
firmitieg, yet nowise cast down by the anticipations
excited by that consciousness. Mr. Hastings had
completed his eighty-third year when the last of
.them was written.
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To Davip ANDERSON, Esq.
Daylesford House, 6th October, 1814..

My dear Friend,—I seize the early opportunity
afforded me of acknowledging with thanks the receipt
of your affectionate letter; but I regret at the samme
time the unpleasant tidings which it conveys of my dear
godson’s late indisposition. Though past, I regret

that it has come. I wish I could impress on the®minds

of all in whose welfare my own interest is concerned, one
concomitant rule of health which I myself acquired

late, but which I verily believe to be a better preserva-

tive of it than the whole pharmacopeia, nanfely, to
avoid the cold air, when the body is heated with exer-
cise, or more especially, with the sun; and to avoid
equally the warm air, and warm nourishment, undes
the opposite extreme of cold. ‘

I shall expect with an attentive remembrance the
introduction of your young friends, Lord Elcho and
Mr. Charteris ; and we shall be opportunely at home
so long after the expected period of their coming to
Christ Church, as to afford us a reasbnable hope of it.
I regret that I knew not before that the® former was
already a member of the university. 1 do not know—
O yes, you must, that I am myself a !ngmber of thé
university, and adopted under circurpstances which
have endeared it to me.

I wish I could have accompanied you in your, late
tour. Every inch that has fallen within the touch of
Walter Scott is to me as consecrated ground. I have
been retracing your letter, but with a too cursory,
and unsatisfactory, haste to decide, whether that, or
some inferior authority, has induced me to hope for
another composition from his fertile and \\ondelful
mind.

I write with my watch before me, to measure the'
time which is allowed me for this letter,*having a long
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journey to make, to participate in an entertainment
made for our Jate most benevolent guest, the Duke of
Gloucester, who did us the honour (a term for which I
rather substitute pleasure, from the interest he scemed
fo take, and manifestly did take in it), made by our
good neighbours, Sir Charles and Lady Cockerell.
Mrs. Hastings goes with me, but returns. T continue
till aturday by his own desire—almost past the season
of such kinds of excursion, being liable to frequent
recurrences of what my physicians are shy of calling a
paralytic affection, which, without any attendant pain,
deprives at the same instant my fingers (of one hand
only) of motion and almost of sensation, and my speech
of articulation ; but seldom lasting more than half an
dour.

Sir Charles and Lady Imhoff are returned to Eng-
land, and we hope for-the long interdicted pleasure of
seeing both next Tuesday.

I must now conclude—and indeed my pen begins to
fail me. I dread the arrival of every post from our
valuabig friend, Toone.

We have had, and enjoyed, the same delightful
Jveather that has accompamed you in your journey;
"and to- day,gfof the first change, it has rained; but I
venture to foretell a return of fair weather after a short
respite. Mrs. Hastings seems to have anticipated
change of weather in its approach; so as to make me
almost regret that she is to be my companion in this
day’s entertainment, though no one can derive more
benefitsthan she does in her health from the cheerful
intercourse of society, or contribute more to it. To
you and yours we unite in cordial affection, and in
prayers for your health and prosperity. Adieu, my
o dear fiiend. I am cver, most truly, yours.
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To the same.
Daylesford House, 12th February, 1815.%

My dear Friend,—If I had not laid an obligation
upon myself to write to you to-day by engaging a franj,
1 should still leave your letter of the 7th of last month !
unacknowledged, from the consciousness that my mind
wanted those powers of perception which were engces-
sary for the interchange of the most ordinary commu-
nications, when instead of pursuing the context, the
train of connexion is broken by a perpetual call upon
the attention to preserve every word in its plage, and o
to prevent even syllables and letters from encroaching
on each other. Such I am, and I think it more Rind,
and more creditable to tell you so, than to leave the
detection of my blunders, but not the cause of them, to
your own discovery. 1 am tempted to mention two
inconsistencies in my case, (as they appear to me,) be-
cause I cannot help viewing them in the light of phy-
sical curiosities. I did once possess the faculty which
you give me credit for, of amusing myself, when [ could
not sleep, by pursuing a train of thoughts,.reﬁtwely
and unbroken, through a long period of the night.
Last night, by way of experiment, bgof by heart sixe
lines of Walter Scott, on going to bed,®amd forgot ,
them, without the power of recovering them, before I
had composed myself. But of this enough. Apropos
of Walter Scott, I have read him through twice, 8nce
with Mrs. Hastings, who is disposed to read him once
more, and T am as much pleased with the congeniality
of her taste, as with the work itselfl. I am pleased
with the correctness of the versification, the varlety of
character, its unvaried consistency, the perfect dignity
of Robert Bruce, his other appropriate endowments,
and the beautiful manner in which he has worked out *
the completion of his character by incideptal traits of
it; but, far above all the rest, I am struck With. the
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anathema of the monk, and its sublime contrast with
the parody of the prophecy of Balaam. I have not
seen or heard of my friend and namesake, and have
been afraid of noticing his visit to London, lest it
should draw him from his better pursuits. I admire
in all that he does his uncommon energy of mind. We
are at home, and whenever he comes we shall be glad-
der te ste him than any southron of his acquaintance.

I have hardly dared to name to you the name of our
friend Toone; but I must. He is released ; but his
wonderful w1fe, after yielding to little more than a day
“of sorrdw, has resumed all her wonted domestic em-
ploywents, “ meets all her family at breakfast and din-

. ner, and is now employed in the melancholy office of
preparing her son’s things for his return to China.”
It is among my regrets, that you and your dear lady
live at such a distance from us. Present, with
Mrs. Hastings’s affectionate regards to dear Mrs. .
Anderson, to all your family, mine also, and accept the
same, and believe me ever most truly, my dearest
friend, xQurs most* affectionately.

It is not ghite with my own consent that I yield to
Mrs. Hastings’s desire to make known to you, that Mrs.
Parvey’s frlend's have set on foot a subscription for her

*relief. :

To the same. o S
N K Daylesford House, 14th April, 1815,

My dear Friend,—The event which you dreaded in
yout brother James’s family has, I find, since come to
pass, and I most sincerely grieve to hear it. For any
of the' other casualties of hfe, should give him credit
for the power of bearing them with greater fortitude
than any wan that I ever knew; but I fear, this will

eprove a severe trial.

To you, my dear friend, whatever I write must be-
speak )our kind indulgence Ry the affection which dic-
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tates it; but the report which I have made of myself
has been proved but too true in the necessity whicheit
has imposed upon me to suspend the use of my pen since

I began this letter; which I had rendered compulsory
by the means which you recommended in the coth- &
mencement of your last; but I will not again allude
toit; nor is it to complam, but to apoloo‘lze, that I
now do I rejoice that, with the first information o$ dear
Mrs. Anderson’s cold and cough, I received the news
of her amendment, and that she was so much better
since, as to yield to the solicitations of her family, and,
to participate in their recreations. Pray asfure her
of the interest which Mrs, Hastings and I neverecase
to take in her health, and may heaven support and «
bless her! , .

I do not like to give an opinion respecting the con-
duct of health, especially in a delicate frame, except to
pro, not to prescribe ; but whatever may be said of invi-
tations, of this I am certain, from long and confirmed
experience, that crowded dinners, long sitting at table,
and, above all, crowded drawing-rodms, are jpwariably
injurious to health; but I confine my observation to
the last exclusively, 1 dare recommend this negativg
rule to my godson.

Mistaking your letter in the first hasty perusal of it,*
and having long wished to recover a paper (o which
you allude) upon the subject of a bank for the use of
the poor, which I had sent to Mr. Whitbread, I wrote
to him for it. His answer, followed by a polite search
for it, led to the proof, that it had been intercepted
and destroyed in the way, for the sake of the money
paid for the carriage ; and I am afraid, this will prove
one frequent effect of the new India post jill. Your
plan is much better than mine, and, I conceive, easy ofy
application. It is much wanted, wher.ever it can Le

adopted.
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Have you ever been able to reduce your thoughts to
ayy consistent state upon the subject of the late revo-
lution in France? Two things are presented by it;
one of which absolutely does, and the other may, falsify
Selomon’s declaration,—nothing is, or can happen, new
under the sun; for the imagination of man never con-
ceived the invasion of a great empire by a mere ad-
ventyrer, at the head of 600 men, and succeeding in it
without a blow; or that a foreign confederacy should
force upon a whole people, against their declared
choice, a sovereign ruler, and that ruler the untainted

*blood ef their own hereditary monarchs. The present
appgarances seem to promise this last result. If it fails,

, 1 contemplate its possible failure in one moral cause,
from which the opposite conclusion might be, with the
best reason of things, deduced. If I can, I will tell
you why in another letter. Mrs. Hastings and I are
going to London in the middle®f the week after next,
projected only for a fortnight; but who will answer
for its duration? ~

Mrs. Hastingseoffers her affectionate regards, as I
do mine, to*yourself, David, Hastings, and all within
your reach of your family. You can have no concep-
Yion of the rcab leftgth of this letter. Adieu, my dear

« friend, yoﬁrg ever.

\ <
To the same.

. Daylesford House, 10th September, 1815,

My dear Friend,— Your letter of the 2nd, short as it
was, afforded me the most satisfactory intelligence that
you codld give me, and conveyed in terms the most
de]ig,htful; that “Mrs. Anderson and your two sons
were well, and that you were all enjoying a great deal
of happiness.” May this blessed state continue to be

® your lot through many succeeding years, and theirs
through as mgny generations!

Fgr myself 1 can only say, that I am comparatively
much Petter than I have been for many months past,



490 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

happy in witnessing the good health, good spirits, and
good looks of Mrs. Hastings (though with some allgy
of transitory ailment) still unabated ; and my own, of
each kind, perfect in all points, but memory of the
past, and of present recollection. .,

I do not like the aspect of public affairs, but derive
more than adequate compensation from the vast supe-
riority of comparative credit which the Frenclethem-
selves attribute to our countrymen, in the sufferings
entailed upon them by the sovereigns and soldiers of
the combined armies. I view with the same sensations
as you do, the miraculous transformation of theebeauti- *
ful island of St. Helena, which used to afford ys so
much enjoyment, converted into a state prison of a
deposed emperor. I am sorry for its degradation, and
more so to contemplate the British nation in the cha-
racter of the jailer of Europe, which is established by
this, her second appeafance in that relation. By what
means, in the latent operations of God’s providence,
the deliverance of Bonaparte from this sequestration is
to be effected, I have not the slightest concept

In the war with Nepaul, I have no fear But of its
conclusion in a treaty of peace, which, after our past
defeats, would lower the eredit of offr arms even moré
than it would raise that of our enemies ;*Vesides that »
it would be an abandonment of the principle to which,
in our steady perseverance in it, we owe all our present
greatness in India. The war with Ceylon was,I am
afraid, unjust in its commencement, now seven or eight
years past; but if terms of peace were repeatedly
offered to the Rajah (as is asserted) and rejected, the
general detestation of his character will justify his
punishment, and legalize our conquest ; at least, if we
pay a due regard to the rights of the ancielit mhabxt-
ants. The undivided possession of the island must®
in any case be advantageous, and, let ¢he odium fall
where it will, the Company will bear no share of jt.



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 491 -

I sincerely sympathized with your brother James,
for, his late severe loss, but I could not condole with him.
had not the heart to touch the sore of affliction,
whex.'e no human means, and least of all such as I could
o 2pply, could avail to allay it. When you sce or write
to him, I pray you to assure him of my affectionate
remembrance.

I haw extended this letter far beyond my usual
ability, and have just power left for the following recol-
lection. It will be in the memory of my old associates
at Chunar, in 1783, that I drew out two march-routes
Yor the two parties that were detached to the attack of

the fgrt of Sutteef-poor. They marched by prescribed
stages, and arrived almost at the same instant, at the
same point of attack. This will not justify a similar
operation of three detachments sent by three undefined
lines, through an wnknown labyrinth of thickets and
rocks, with a plan for their convel?ging in the same point
of attack, as was done at, I forget the name of the place,
in the first operations against the Groorcallies. It was
impossikk;hat the event should have turned out
otherwise thah it did. Our ill success in this campaign
was not owing to the superior skill or courage of our
chemies, beyond what we have experienced of those
yualities in the natives of India ; but to the want of local
knowledge of the same species of warfare, and of the
means of availing ourselves of the advantage which our
nation possesses in its discipline against mere numbers
acting without it.

Mrs. Hastings joins me in every sentiment of affec-
tion te you, dear Mrs. Anderson, and your cxcellent
sons. We wish also to be kindly remembered to your
sister. I am charged by Sir Charles and Lady Imhoff
to present %o you all the same regards. [ am ever,
my dear friend, yours.
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CHAPTER XV. ‘.

Last (jays of Mr. Hastings~—Rebuilding of Daylesford Church—I1Iness,
Death, and Character.

I HAVE now approached that stage in my narra-
tive beyond which lies little else than the record of
events that sadden;—the history of a great mind.
slowly but surely becoming subject to the univer-
sal law of decay, and of a constitution, afways
feeble, sustaining shock after shock, till it is finally
overthrown. Mr. Hastings lived, after the date
of the last of the letters introduced into the pre-
vious chapter, a space of three years, lacking
eighteen days. During the whole of that period
‘he retained the use of his facultles tq asfery re-
markable degree, enjoying the society of his
friends, taking a lively interest®in: theu welfarg,
and occupying himself, as he had paewous]y done,’
with his farm, with his garden, with his house-
hold, with bis books, and with his pen. Yet he
was not the man that he had once been. Riding
became too violent an exercise for him, and he
laid it aside ; he then took his airings in thé car-
riage ; and from the entries in his Diary, I find
that he paid two separate visits to London ; during
one of which, by the bye, the followi ing testimonial
to a green old age is given. In 1817, he writes
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thus :— March 13. I visited the Marquis of
Hastings at Camden Hill Club. My health drunk
with marks of the most expressive kindness.
Thigty-nine members present.” Nor does the
sexertion appear to have broken Lim down, for
against the following day there is inserted this
stategrent : <1 wrote my name at the Dukes of
York and Clarence, and made twenty-one visits.”
But the spirit, in this case, seems to have been
*willing, when the flesh was weak, for the termina-
tion gf the memorandum is sufficiently melancholy.
«“ I came home with a cold and cough, which
tfoubled me all night. Commencement of my
confinement almost entirely to my bed.”

Mr. Hastings’s constitution had been delicate
from his infancy. Nothing, indeed, except the
extreme temperagice of his habits could have car-
ried hilktlu'ough a long life of constant exertion.
Yet was he subje.ct from first to last to frequent

.attacks of dldness, from which he did not often re-
cover without'a good deal of suffering. Still, if we
except the fever from which in 1783 he suffered
so severely, none of these appear to have been of
such a nature as to threaten the extinction of life;
but the ‘case was different now, So early as the
year 1813, he was seized with a numbness in the
right side, which he himself attributed to a para-
dytic affection, and though he ultimately shook the
weakness off .1t is probable that it left some traces
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of its influence behind. Not that his spirits were
ever in the most remote degree weighed down by
them. On the contrary, his cheerfulness never left
him ; and often when others appeared anxibus-'apd
uneasy on his account, he cheated them of their fears
by turning them into ridicule. But I find in his

Diary frequent allusions to, the circumstante, in
terms which seem to indicate something like an
expectation, that his death, come when it might,
would be sudden. All these, however, inflicate a
temper composed, tranquil, and sustained by @ deep
religious feeling ; a sentiment which seems to haye’
been with him a portion of his nature; so pure it
was, so constantly present, yet so unobtrusive.
Moreover, Mr. Hastings never, to the last, permitted
the mind to prey upon itself for want of occupa-
tion. The parish church of Paylesford, which
stood upon his own land, and was frequented,
almost exclusively, by his own tanants and depend-
ants, had, through the neglect of forn_lef Yords of thes
manor, become grievously dilapidated. He deter-
mined to restore it ; and making choice of his own
architect, and in a great measure supplying his
own plans, he began what was to him a labour
truly of love, in the month of July, 1816. It
afforded him pleasant occupation for three whole
months, and pleasant materials for the memory
to work upon when they were ended. And as to
the rest, literature, and the act of réplying to the
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letters of such of his friends as happened to be far
off, and delighted to remind him of their existence,
filled up many an hour, and seem uniformly to
have done so to his own satisfaction. Let the
o reader judge of the tone of his noble mind, noble
even in its decay, by the following specimens of

his fanfiliar correspondence.

. e -

To Davip ANDERSON, Esq.
Daylesford House, 19th October, 1816.

My dear Friend,—You will have learnt as much as
was §nteresting of this family to the M®th of last
.month, from your excellent son, my godson, who left us
om that day, to enter on the commencement of his
travels. I have been much pleased to find both him
and his brother engaged in so useful an occupation. I
am glad that they have chosen to follow their separate
researches, that each may profit by the improvement of
the knowledge of which they have already laid the
foundatieg, and of the diversity of their natural talents;
and I am not*sorry to perceive in Hastings a disposition
to seek his train of adventures without the embarrass-
ment of a compamon One requisite, I am sure, they
*both possess, that they may be safely trusted with the
care of themselves. Heaven prosper and protect
them}

Hastings has told you, that he found me very busy
in the rebuilding of our parish church. I feel% little
spice of yanity in relating, that I began the demolition
of thesold fabric on the Sth of July, and completed the
whole of the renewed building on the 14th of September,
in exactly 51xty days, deducting the intervening Sun.
days. To °this account must be added windows, pave-
ment, and doors; against which I set the cove of a
ceiling nearly 'ﬁnished, but not a part of the old
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church. This, with the delay of a month for two coats
of plaster already laid, and some ornamental additions,
will about ¢lose the work, so as to admit of divine ser-
vice being performed in’ it on Sunday, the 6th of No-
vember, just four months from theﬁdilapidatioh. JBut
1 am afraid I must be content with the admission ; *as o
the popular objection to the effluvia of new mortar will
deprive me of the essential part of my first congrega-
tion, and the rector has an object ncarer his héast and
home in daily expectation of the birth of a child.

I scarcely know what passes in town, and of the best
news that I hear, my approbation is much qualified. I,
rejoice at the additional splendour which the®Afriean
campaign his bestowed on our naval fame; but grieve
at the fruitless expenditure of so much of the best,
blood of our country. I am pleased at the bountiful
legacy which the Bhow Begum has bequeathed to the
Company, if it is trye that she has done it; but am
ashamed of the duplicity of our laws, and the iniquity
of our Government, if they ratify the acceptance of it.
I am delighted even to enthusiasm, that our military
glory has been pitted in a fair tifal with pmr great
rival, the nation of France, with our superiority ac-
knowledged and adjudged; but I am grieved to sec a
suffering people rescued from the most jatrocious op-
pression, and made by their own voluntary surrender®
an integral part of our own empire, without a record of
its achievement, although obtained without one British
life lost in the acquisition; and I very much fear, for
the sole want of that sanction to its celebrity. .

Adieu, my dear friend. Accept from Mrs. Hastings
and myself our fervent and united wishes, and most
affectionate regards to yourself, to dear Mrs. Anderson,
and all your relatives and connexions. 1 amj ever, most
truly yours. .
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. EESE
To E. B. Inrry, Esq. T

. . Daylesford House, 19th November, 1816.

My dear Rlijah,—I had been long in expectation of

a lgtter from you, and as long in the daily exercise of
sself-reproach for not having in all that time written to
you. Both of us have claims to large allowances, but

i ]

very dlﬁ”gl ent even in the similarity of the causes from -
which they originate. ¥ou suffer only from the tem-
porary depxessmn of those energies which you inhe-

rently possess; and wait only the revolutionary change

which evgry constitution, both of body and mind, pos-

sesses for their complete reproduction. That mine have
passed”that period, this laboured, and scarce intelli-
glble, if intelligible, attempt to convey my meaning
too plainly demonstrates.

I am beyond measurd pleased with your meditated

removal to a cottage residence, artd assure myself that
it will be the means of ameliorating your {ime, health,
and mind, in their united occupations. 1 received the
first intelligence ofs the sum generally awarded you
from your portion of the funds in France, with a distrust
that scarce allowed me to-rejoice at it, and am happy
toeeceive your gonfirtuation of it, scanty as the amount
npw appears.® *I hope the tenant will not find means in
the tricks to which our law, pure and sure as itis in
comparison with its practice in another part of the
united kingdom, to defeat your right of speedy pos-
sessiop; and shall anxiously wait for the news of your
confirred investiture.

In additlon to my other disabilities, I am exposed to
the lengthened interruptions of visitors, which has been
the case since I had proceeded through the greater part
of this letter? and have now scarce time to give you,
an¥l through you, the commissioned regards of Mrs.
Hastings, with my own, to your dear mother and sister ;
and to tell Jyou that we are all well, myself particularly

VOL. Il : : 2 K
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50, notw1thstandmg the difficulty of keeping the sepa-

rate powers of my appetite, and its forbearance, in good

mutual understanding. 1 use no exercise, and ﬁnd

that I am in best health without it. I have almost ex-

hausted the sources of amusement ¥hich my churchafor

the last five months (nearly) has afforded me, but dwell®
upon them still, and shall continue to do so by re-

flection. LI

I have reprinted a little tract, which you will remem-
ber, upon the means of guarding houses from fires, and
shall order an impression, amicitiee gratid, to be sent to
you. Pray send me at your next leisure yoursverses on
Halhed’s, or rather your composition on his Jecom-
positions. Adieu.

My dinner (for I dine alone) is on the table; gnd
you must excuse my correcting the faults of this unin-
teresting letter. 1 gm, my dear Elijah, ever yours.

Sir Charles and Lady Imhoff desire their kind re-
membrance.

To Davip AnpErson, Ksq.

>
-

Daylesford House, ofh December, 1816,

My dear Friend,—I have been gratified beyand
measure by a long and interesting letterfeom your sop,
my excellent godson. Two requisites for a young
traveller he possesses in an eminent degree ; an eager-
ness for the acquisition of those substances of knewledge
which travelling can give, and a determination, to be
pleased. 'This last qualification indeed he had no need
of this species of instruction to bestow; for if it was
ever inherent in any human being;, it has been his pro-
perty coeval with the first perception of his reason, and
always equally accompanied with the faculty of repaying
in full the pleasure he received. Heaven bless, amd
grant him the continuance of that protection which it
has already afforded him! I am happy to hear that
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you were so soon in the expectation of the return of
my friend David, and hope you will allow me to share
with you in that pleasure, whenever it comes to pass.
You will have known how much 1 have interested
mysélf in the rebuilding of our parish church, and will
®be pleased to hear that we had divine service performed
in it for the first time yesterday, to as full a congre-
gatiory as it would hold. I was unexpectedly gratified
by an appropriate sermon, with a prefatory prayer,
both, in my judgment, of the first merit. This work
undertaken from necessity, but attributed by my neigh-
bours toea much more laudable motive, has afforded me
five months of constant recreation, both of body and
mind ; and I verily believe that it has been the means
of suspendmg the decay of both. What has given me
most cause for regret is my inability to walk to the
distance of the village ; and the dlﬁ'eren(e which it has
more strongly impressed upon my mind than I ever
felt it before, between executing a purpose from the
instant of its impulse, and giving orders for many con-
secutive gperations® and waiting for their tardy exe-
cution, with #n equal chance of its being defcated at
last by the coming (I love my neighbours too well to
call it 1ntru51on) of & long seated country visit. It just
eccurs to me' to gbserve, that the kind of amusement to

which I have been alluding is the most conformable of

any to the last stage of mental infirmity, by engaging
the attention upon corporeal objects, (like those of
idolatrous worship,) which my day-labourers and I
alike comprehend without effort, and like the better for
that poer facility.

When you next indulge me with a letter, I shall be
obliged to you, if you will let me know whether you are
acquainted with Robert Owen, and his establishment of
cotton, and the machinery of moral character, at New
Lanark; because our fireside has been very much

. \ ™2 K2

»
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amused and edified by two small publications bearing
his name, and asserting pretensions, which we shoyld
have deemed incredible, if he did not appeal to the
people of his own institution, and to many of the first
characters of both kmgdoms for the truth of them. * .

Mrs. Hastings is variably, but generally well, and
joins with me in affectionate regards to Mrs. Anderson
and yourself, and kind remembrances to yourbrother
and sister.

I do not think that the late attempt to excite sedi-
tious disturbances in London yield, much cause for
alarm. It seems to have been, both in defign and
execution, well calculated to discourage any getter
concerted purpose, and is therefore so f'u good.

You will grieve for the loss of our dear fr1end
General Palmel I have some time expected it, and
long relinquished the hope of seeing him again. These
considerations allay, but cannot totally extinguish the
regret of the last, I had almost said eternal, separation;
for it is not easy to discriminate our sense of that sepa-
ration from a better expectation shiggested bw reason,
and confirmed by revelation. Adieu, my dear friend.

Yours most affectionately. R .

To E. B, InrEY, Ksq. LIS
Daylesford House, 19th December, 1816, °
My dear Elijah, —Yesterday was my eighty-fourth
birth-day, and I actually had my pen in my* hand,
prepared to congratulate you on the occasion, pegphaps
in anticipation of your congratulation, the sentiment
of which I know to be always present in ydur, breast,
whether obtruded or not into formal expression; but
I had suffered other occupations to precede it, and I
had neither time, mind, nor strength lef for all the
employment which I had designed for the subject of
my letter, and I therefore adjourped it to this
morning.
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I could account in a similar manner for not execut-
mg the purpose to which I was strongly impelled on
the receipt of your poetry on Halhed’s luted tea-cups.
It was not, however, for want of a due impulse to
blazon its worth; for I put it to a test which would
have marred nine at least out of ten compositions of
accidental merit that had been submitted to it. I read
the lime% to our family party, prefacing the lecture
with the praises due to it, and an assurance that they
would lose nothing of the promised admiration, but
receive it improved by the prepossession ; and they all
assured tne that it was so. One of the most conspi-
cuousexcellencies of your poetry consists, in my attri-
bution of it, in the harmony of its numbers. This I
think observable in an uncommon degree on that of
the present subject, to which you have given a new
beauty of a very different, and certainly very difficult,
kind; that is, if I can make my own ideas intelligible,
a three-fold metaphor carried on through a collected
series of opposite allusions, to the powers of original
"compositson, mechahic skill, and those powers of criti-
cism, all unitéd in their common relation to the repa-
1'a.tion of broken chi.na, with the -coalition of all with
two subjects ag opposite as excellence and inanity can
thake them, our. friend Halked and Vancouvre. A
small portion of the same judgment and imagination,
well djstributed, would go a great way towards the
creation of an epic poem.

M2s. Hastings desires me to inquire how Lady Impey,
dear Marjan, and yourself are, and when you leave
Brighton ; with her affectionate regards, and the
added, and best wishes of the scason to those always
extant. I pray you also to present and accept of mine,
agd by their especial commission, of Sir Charles and
Lady Imhoff’s.

I must not cohclude my letter without announcing
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the restoration of divine service to the renovated
church of Daylesford, under every auspicious circwm-
stance, from which the blessing of God could be in-
ferred on the past work and its consummation. I shall
be gratified by the opportunity, whenever you can glveg
it to me, of showing it to you. God bless you, my deal

friend, ever yours.

To Davip Axperson, Esq.
Daylesford House, February, 1817,

My dear Friend,—My last letter to you was dated
the 10th of December, and your last to me the 8th of
the same month. I congratulate you, though late, on
David’s safe return, and on the best proof which he
could produce of the profitable employment of is
travels—your attestation of it. Not biassed by a sense
of paternal privatioy, my wishes for the return of my
godson will be gratified by a later accomplishment of
them. In the mean time, if you can tell me by what
direction a letter from me may have a chance of reach-
ing his hands, [ should like to avail myseH’ of it to
write to him. His delicacy has made him (purposely
I know) withhold from me thaf, information. I gm
particularly pleased with his episodical excursion to
Tangiers, as it afforded him a new -view of men and
manners, which he could not have acquired from the
information of other adventurers, and which their se-
paration into parts would deprive them of, the aggre-
gate sense produced by their united comprehehsion
If 1 live, I will lay claim to the privilege of seemg his
journal.

I will not affect to receive unexpectedly your appro-
bation of my little tract. Was it not fog the obloquy
which Mr. Nash has cast on the name of the Priggee
Regent, 1 would solicit his royal highness’s patronage
of the general design: but the buildings now rearing
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their fine shapes in the very face of Carlton House -
would make any attempt of that kind a reflection on
my own loyalty; and besides my reverence for the
principle, the personal attachment which I bear to him
iseequal to that of the most favoured of his subjects.

I am afraid we have not yet seen the worst of our
public dlsﬂesses There is an axiom in political eco-
nomy which will work its own effect with a certain
consummation, in defiance of all reasoning and legis-
lation; and it is this: every year adds to the past
debt, and to the necessity of its annual augmentation.
* It is, therefore, in a rapid course of approximation to

that point at which the national disbursements shall
be equal to the national income; at which it seems
Qemonstratlve, that neither will the debt be susceptible
of payment, nor the public creditors of the means
which the public interest yielded of subsistence, nor
the Government of its powers "of motion. I suppose
we are not far from that period; and whenever we are
so mear to it as to feel it a subject of gemeral belief,
that vepy belief will render the final ruin unavoidable.
This brings wus precisely to the point of * your round
game at cards,” in which we shall be in debt to ecach
ther, and having® neither money to pay, nor counters
e to play, btéak up by mutual necessity and mutual
consent. ,

In a former letter (I believe the last) I mentioned
that”our literary circle had been much entertained by
a book written by Robert Owen of New Lanark. Can
you give me any account of him?

We purpose going to town in a few days; that is, if
we can, to be present at the Court on the Queen’s
birth-day; and, without any reason which I could
satlsfactorlly explam, I think I ought to show myself
*in town; as atseaina tempest, I could not keep my
cabin, thoughI did no good, and was in the officers’
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We neither of us ever lose you and your dear lady
out of our rcmembrance, and recommend ourselves to
yours with every kind regard and good wishes to )0u1-
selves, to Miss Anderson, David, and your brother
James. * T .am, my dear friend, most truly and affeg-
tionately yours.

To Georee NesBrrT THOMPSON, Esq. * °
[y

Daylesford House, 22d February, 1817.

My dear Thompson,—I answer your kind letter to-
day, though a Saturday, because Imay not be able
to-morrow. My first and best news is, that Mr® Hast-
ings is free from what I may assuredly call her gheu-
matic complaint, and I look to the symptoms of her
health only as the indications of her probable ability,
or not, to perform our journey to town, now meditated
for the 1st of March,a to give to our friends time to
complete their preparations to receive us.

I shall take my memoir to town and will reprint it,
if there is no claim of copyright in my way. My
bookseller writes that it is out of print, /. e., fongotien,
I intend to apply to the Chairman for ledve to take a
copy of my original salt minute. 'This is now become
necessary in my own defence ; for Sit Thomas Barnard,”
after desiring me to send hlm 1mmed1ately %he correc- ®
tions of his postseript, and receiving them by the
returning post, published his own erroneous stafe of
the transaction, just as it stood in the draft which you
saw of his intended publication. This conduct stir-
prises me; for in my answer I almost in terms pro-
tested against what he had proposed to write,sas it
represented Mr. Vansittart as the inventor of the design,
and hardly left me, or, as he calls it, “ my genius,” a
share in the execution. My words are coneise, and I |
will copy them :—

«The first conception, as well as the essay, on which
the first and partial trial of the new mode was made,
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entirely my own. It was not {ill the commence-
ient of the next sedfon that the entire plan was
aopted and carried into action, with all its subordi-
ate parts; and then it was that Mr. H. Vansittart
2¢ selected for nomination, if not (as I believe he
was) actually nominated by myself, to be placed at the
head of the department,” &e. I added afterwards:—
“ It isdhe only instance, in the course of a government
of thirteen 'years, in which a great and lasting mea-
sure of finance was devised by myself, and carried into
execution by my own separate and pledged responsi-
bility.”s I am angry; but I shall cool before I get to
town. In the mean time I will suppose some 1)05511)10
mist®ke fo have happened; but it has confirmed me
in the resolution to bring the original project, uncon-
nected with its debatablc matter, before the public.
I am tempted to acquaint you with a more pleasing,
though less interesting discovary. On Tuesday last
I ordered Dadge to take out the frame of freestone
which closes the east termination of the ventilator of
the celhng, or coge, between the roof and body of the
chureh; in owder to sce whether the rain had penctrated
the slates, or the mildew or dry rot infected the tim-
bers. Dadge cnwered the passage; found all dry,
sound, and Sean, and a torrent of air that no candle
could have withstood if he had carried one. This was
the object that I had most at heart, speculating that
every sunshine would rarify and blow out the air
within, and every cold blast compress it, so as to keep
it in a perpetual state of alternation and refr cshment.
I gffet you, on trust, Mrs. Hastings’s best regards,
and am myself, my dear Thompson, ever affection-

ately.
¢ To Davin ANpersow, Esq.

Daylesford House, 17th May, 1817.
My dear Friend,—I hasten to answer your kind
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letter, though this ig not a post day; but the earnel
solicitude which you express to know the present stat
of my health demands this return of attention from
me; and I am so easily put out of my way, that I
cannot answer for my actions beyond the predept
moment.

I have had a long confinement from sickness, not, 1

think, of that kind that can be attributed to the Kabit.
The immediate cause was the rupture of an artery
with the extraction of a large tooth, and a heemorrhage
which followed it of several hours’ duration, though
its effect in the final debility produced by itglid not "
manifest itself till the second day after the acmdent
Since that time I have been rapidly advancing in
strength, and am not censcious that my health during
the whole process has undergone any derangement. I
have made trial of my strength since my return, by
two excursions in my darden, and am convinced that I
am as stout at least as I was before my departure from
home on the 1st of March. We returned to this place
on the 8th of this month. I reckonsit among the me-
morable in¢idents of this period, that on the 13th of
‘March, being the only day that I had been able to
attend our club of Indians, every member of it thate
could did give his attendance, for the assigned purpose
of markmg their personal regard, to the number of
thirty-nine in the company, with every demonstration
of.it that such an occasion admitted. 1 can nefther
describe the manner of it, nor (yet much less) Jts
effects on my sensations. These are the honours after
which my soul has aspired; viz., the testifopy of
those, with whom I have participated in so many
modes and degrees, the different relations of society,
and implicating the corresponding sentimentt of many
besides to whom I am personally unknown.

I am ashamed to have occupied so large a portion of
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my letter about myself, but the nature of your inquiry
waturally led me so near to this digression, that I fell
into it before I was aware of the transition. There
was a time, and that not very distant, when a flight of
this kind, if the close of my letter was protracted to
another day, would have cost me the abolition of all
that T had previously written; but I can no longer
affar® to waste time and my scanty means in cor-
rection. .

It is a great consolation to Mrs. Hastings and my-
self, that your first intimation of Mrs. Anderson’s late
illness was accompanied with the assurance of her con-
valgscence, which we hope will be followed, if it has
not already attained it, by her perfect restoration, and

. that you will have the goodness to announce it to us.

I expect much from the continuation of Hastings’s
travels. I should not say to his father that I should
be pleased with his extending' them to the full attain-
ment of as much knowledge as may be reasonably
hoped from that species of discipline, because I am
persuaded thate his stamina will acquire enduration
from that &xercise of them at the same time.

Mrs. Hastings is, I flatter myself, much improved

* by our visit to .ondon, though she alarmed us much
one nlgﬁt by a sudden and violent attack of the
pleurisy; but it lasted only a few days, and passed
without any durable consequence.

I unite with my dear Mrs. Hastings in the truest
gentiments of friendship for Mrs. Anderson, yourself,
your sister, and my friend, who (I am glad to find, or
please myself with that construction of the sentence in
which you mention him) is become a fixed inmate in
the house of his father. Heaven bless you all, my
dear friend! Yours most affectionately ever.

Sunday, 18th May. Before the ink was quite dry on
the letters eof my name, the postman brought me a
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letter from my- godson, da’?ed from Naples. I am
pleased with the coincidence, and happy to learn thay
he was well, though I gather that information by in-
ference from the manner in which he speaks of the
plan of his subsequent line of progress rather tham
from direct expression. My blessing attends him.

To E. B, Imrey, Esq. *q
. Daylesford House, May, 1817.
My dear Elijah,—You have employed me on an
ungrateful service, in which I have succeeded accord-
ingly, that is, not at all. Perhaps it was not 0 be
expected, that a spirit employed in the contemplation
of the finest feelings of moral and physmal reality should

descend to seek for their likenesses in a forced appli-,

cation of them to the gross instruments of « love and
murder.” But the answer made to my veference was
in pretty plain terms, tBat the much superior powers
of the English poet were unworthily wasted on a trans-
lation of a German original,* of which she had declared
her dislike while it retained its first farm and cqmpo-
sition. As to myself I recognize the metody which
distinguishes all your poetry, and forms the best
character of this; and there my critRism necessarily
stops. e

I am sorry for the report of Lord Liverpool’s in-
tended resignation; because I always approved of his
conduct as a minister, and still more as a Parliamentary
orator; and I am glad that this was my opinion of him
before it was blassed by any prejudice of my own con-
cern; for I learned at the time, from a noble friend,
who mxght by suppression only, have let it pass for
his own act, that the intention of giving me a seat in
the Privy Council arose from his said LordsHip’s re-
commendatlon I add with pleasure, and as his due,

* Theodore Komer's celebrated song of the Sword,
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the name of that friend ;—it was Lord Sidmouth. A

eculiar fatality seems to have been attached to my
political fortune; that every effort of my own to pro-,
mote it has invariably failed, and sometimes with
diseredit; but where it has succeeded, the success has
been derived from causes unforesecen by myself, like
“ Malvolio’s greatness, thrust upon him.” I dare not
trusf my self-love to enumerate the instances. Though
I have feebly_ answered to your appeal on one critical
question, I am strongly tempted to propose one to you,
of a very different nature, namely, by what appellation
a huskand ought to designate his wife in an address
to g very superior authout} Is there any decent word
in our language that can be substituted for the word,
Somy wife?” You will guess at the nature of this
inquiry, and its allusion.*

I have accomplished a short—a very short—noon’s
walk, and am delighted with"the warmth of it. Tt
ought to be rerfembered, that we are not yet advanced
beyond the 1Sth of our poetical May. S

Congtinupe at your leisure to write to me, and dlspense
with regular answers. You caninterest on any subject;
but your dear mother’s health, your sister’s health, and
your own, will fiever fail. Present and accept the

affectiondté remembrances of our family; and be you
all blest.
To Divip ANDERsON, Ksq.
Daylestord House, 22d December, 1817.

* My dear and respectable Iriend,—My dear godson,
for whose return, as connected with his personal safety,
I have for some time since felt an increasing anxiety
proportionate to the increased duration of his absence,
is happily returned to the bosom of his family, pos-

* This was answered on the high authority of Shakspeare, by quoting the
passage where Othello demands from the Venetian Seuate “fit exhibition
for his wife,” o | R
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sessed of health, the well-employed exercise of his in-
tellectual faculties, and an enlargement of his know-
ledge of mankind. This is the tenth or eleventh day
since your letter has apprised me of his arrival without
having yet drawn from me the expression of that thy;
tual gratulation which it might have been expected to
excite. This instance may serve more than the most
minute detail of my way of life, to show of how magyim-
pediments, internal and external, it consists, to the cor-
rect intercourse of my duties with society. I heartily con-
gratulate you, and dear Mrs. Anderson, on this event,
and on the possession of two such sons, to blegs and
cheer the long, I hope, remainder of your united hves ;
and not to bless and cheer alone, but to add to*the
length of them. May the Almighty grant it ; and may,
the approaching festival of this closing year, and the
progress of the next, afford an earnest of those that are
to come! ¢

Perhaps at some not very remote petiod of time (for
1 have not much to spare), some friend coming for a
temporary purpose from your son Hastings’s peigh-
bourhood to London, may afford him a safe opportu-
nity of entrusting him with the conveyance of his
journal for my perusal—for ours, I should say ;—in that
case I promise as quick a despatch and r¥urn of it,
by the same, or any other means, t that may be en-
joined. It will not hurt him to be read by his warmest
admirers.

The account which your last letter gives of Mrs. An-
derson’s health, though concise, encourages our hope
that it was in a state of amelioration. Of your.own
health youn say nothing, and I trust from presumptive
evidence of not inconsiderable weight that it 1s at least
not bad. ’

1 believe the hand of Government, opportunely lent
to the aid of husbandry, might in all seasons prove o
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essential benefit to it; but it is at all times so impli-
cated with the superior claims of finance, that these
will for ever interfere with the equitable application of
the measures professedly advanced for that purpose.
My chilleys, which are the only remaining branch of
my charge in the farm or garden, furnish me with a
good analogical criterion of the productive powers of
the lgnd in other more important articles of cultivation.
I us‘ed to raise them, till the fruit was set, in common
frames, and ‘afterwards transplanted them into the
open air. The last year my crop totally failed, except
a few which were raised in the hot-house, so called,
but not heated. This year all my out-door plants -
failtd ; those under glass, which were very numerous,
have yielded abundantly, but ripened about six weeks
“of computation later.

I myself am almost as much debarred from the
sources of the knowledge of Indian affairs as you de-
scribe yourselfe to be; but from the little that has
transpired, so as to come within my reach, I think the
Mabhrattas no logger possess their ancient constitutional
union, whigh recurred on every recurrence of common
danger, though ready to dissolve on its removal, and
thus leave them at liberty to adopt the principles of in-
dependemtepolicy. But I ground my hopes of an exemp-
tion from a near state of warfare, from the operation
of a better principle ; which I will endeavour to explain,
théugh at the expense of a double postage, because I
think that, in the course of my argument, I shall find
you prepossessed with my opinion.

Nobody knows better than you do, how assiduous
the people of India are in studying the characters of
others with whom they have any concerns, their skill in
detectinffy the talents, weaknesses, designs and propen-
sities of their opponents, and in concealing their own
having less gecourse to general policy than to encounter
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errors in the conduct opposed to them. The most
notorious instance of this practice that 1 ever knew was

that which was observed by Hyder in, I think, his first
war with the Government of Fort St. George. Our

defence consisted of two unconnected armies, one cons

manded by an able officer, General Smith; the other

by Colonel Wood, ane very deficient. Hyder avoided

General Smith, and eluded all his attempts to dbging
him to an action, while he acted on the weak under-

standing of Colonel Wood by feints and shows of
attack, by appearances of forces in different quarters,

but never proceeding to a direct attack but when he

was sure of his advantage. By this time the character

of Lord Hastings must be well known, and duly * ap-

preciated. They will know him to be’a man of superior,
talents, steady of purpose, and determined ; for these

he is. They will therefore have no inducement to

commence an unprovok&d attack upon him, and much

to dread the consequences, if they did.* I believe, too,

that he has hitherto manifested rather a desire of con-

tracting the limits of our territorial pgssessions than of
enlarging them : they have nothing of course to fear

from his ambition ; and they who have ambitious de-
signs of their own will wait till thep have a shabby

Governor- general to cope with. These are #fy reasons
for behevmg, that we shall have peace in his time. [I

hope I am not liable to the sin of parody.] In the
mean time 1 hear that the Court of Directors are
pleased with the Marquis. This, too, will be known,

and will help to raise his diplomatic interest. You

will recollect that I profess to write from conjecture

and deduction, not knowledge.

My time, though continued to a second day of writing,
is almost at the post hour, and I must haste to the
close of my letter. Mrs. Hastings desires me to say
everything that is kind on her behalf, to you, Mr. An-
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derson, and your sons, adding to Hastings: «“ He must
let us see his journal.” I am sorry to say, that she
has* not been well since the death of our beloved and
lamented princess. In truth it has sickened usall, Sir
Charles and Lady Imhoff desire to add their kind re-

emembrances. I, mine, of course, with prayers for your
happiness, and all our appropriate wishes of the season.
I pray you also to offer my most friendly regards to
your Wrother James. I wish you, when you see Lord
Haddington, to*assure his Lordship, with my respects,
that I weceive with more than common pleasure the
frequent notices of his remembrance. I am ever, my
very dear friend, yours most affectionately.

oI have s spoken of the last two years of Mr.
- Hastings’s life, as if to describe their tenor in
detail would affect the reader with melancholy
only ; and I have assigned as thy reason the fact,
that they furnish’ evidence of little else than the
gradual decay of t.he powers of a great mind, and
the breaking ap of the frame in which, for four-
score and six years, it had been lodged. T think
that I am bound to modify, if I do not retract these
assertions. There is nothing to sadden in the con-
templation of a noble spirit struggling to the last
against the infirmities of the flesh ; and preparing to
go back, disciplined even by suffering, to Him who
gaveit. Neither am I justified in drawing conspicu-
ously into view, the evidences, comparatively slight
and of rare  occurrence, of the havoc which old age
was makmg inits faculties. The following letter to
Mr. Impey, written but a few months previous to
voL. mr. 2L
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his demise, exhibits Mr. Hastings in a light en-
tirely distinct from that of the dotard. It is worthy
of the best days of his manhood ; and shows that,
when roused by circumstances, the mind could
still, despite of the body’s weakness, both feel ande
reason as it used to do a quarter of a century
previously. ®e

*

To E. B. Impey, Esq.
Daylesford House, 19th Aprif, 1818,

My dear Elijah,—I will not affect to ragret thé
trouble which 1 have given you; for I know that you
not unreluctantly submitted to it, and I have gained
by it both useful and profitable knowledge. You have
taught me one truth, not professedly intending it ; that
the only materials of authentic history are those which
have been compiled by writers who have written so
long after the events which they relate as to have had
no interest in them. I think, I know two exceptions,
viz., Coxe’s histories of the lives of Lord Orford and
Lord Walpole; for both contain copiows evidences of
the facts which establish them. But even this author
allows himself the privilege of exelfcising his own judg-
ment under so fair a sanction that his ophtion may pass
forea verification. By your account of Dr. Aikin, he
delivers a false or imperfect impression of facts with-
out falsifying the facts themselves, as in an €special
instance where, alluding to my reception of CheyteSing
at Buxar, he negatively says: « of which different ac-
counts have been given.” This is candour and impar-
tiality with a vengeance. I cannot pursue the obser-
vations of your letter, because there are days in which
my sight, and the memory of connected sefitences, both
together fail me; but I think that an historian thht
neglects to develop the truth from,a well attested
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anecdote, like the following, corroborated by pef‘sonal
character, and the combinations of concurrent acts and
dedlarations, is unfit to be trusted as one. Previous
to the day on which the article of Benares was debated,
the ministerial members had received instructions to
»give their votes against it. At an carly hour of that
morning, Mr. Dundas called on Mr. Pitt, awoke him
from his sleep, and engaged him in a contest of three
hours®uration, which ended in an inversion of the
ministerial queStion; of which it was my chance to be
apprised the same morning. The fact has appeared
in print, the change of votes is an attestation of it, one
member only, Lord Mulgrave, refusing to submit to so
base aprostitution of his word. But I must stop; for
any mind forsakes me. I thank you for your beneficial
exertion ; and shall concern myself no more with con-
temporaneous history.
God bless you, my dear friend. Add my blessing
of your dear mothgr, and the dear Marian, with Mrs.
Hastings’s, to mine. Your affectionate. . :

At the mament when the pl'eceding letter was
written, the hand of death had already fallen upon
Mr. Hasting§. I°do not think, from what I find
™ his Diary, that either to himself, or to the
affectionate group which surrounded him, this
truth Was fully known, yet a comparison between
the entry for the 19th of January, and the nature
of the disease which ultimately carried him off,
leaves no reason to doubt that the case was so. The
memorandum in question runs thus:—“I have
laboured for near a fortnight, with an inflammation
in the roof of my mouth, and an inability to eat

| ) - 212
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solids.” There is no further notice taken of this
malady, except to describe the means which were
from time to time applied, for the purpose of re-
moving it ; but I cannot discover that they prpved
efficacious. On the contrary, other infirmities, o
arising out of it, seem to have grown upon him from
day to day; and as they are faithfully se® down,
though without one word of bitterness or even of
complaint, I should scarce do justice to his memory,
were I to pass them by. How touching, I hade
almost said how full of poetry, are the followixlg —

“ May 21st. Heated, and my nerves shaken by walk-s
ing. This is the third day that I have been affectéd
with the confused sounds, as of distant multitudes.

« 22nd. I have beén visited by confused and indis-
tinct sensations, as of the sounds of distant multitudes.
I date their first perception from the 20th,—at times
resembling slow music—but its effegt ! !!

“ 23rd. The same, whether sensible pr infaginary,
not distinguishable.”

How mysterious this commuhnion of unearthly
voices, with ghe spirit hovering, as it were, on the
brink of the great gulf,—how sublime the idea,
that they should have spoken to the soul 6f the
righteous man, in the tones ‘of low music!” *

From the date of this entry, Mr. Hastings con-
tinued gradually to sink, though not without fre-
quent efforts of the constitution to rally. I find
him, for example, on the 3lst, so far improveg
that he is able to attend divine service in the parish
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church; while on the 18th of J uly he took an
aising.in the carriage. But the fiat had gone
forth which told out the number of his days, and
all the care of his friends, and the skill of his
* physicians, availed not to counteract it, There is
something, to my taste, touching, yet sacred in the
ex‘ueme in the tone of the greatnan’s Diary, asit
is thenceforth kept—a mere record of bodily suffer-
ings,—inscribed too in characters which suffi-
ciently Indicate the approach of the moment which
shouMl arrest their progress for ever. Take, as
*a specimen, the following extracts, beginning with
that which describes the occurrences of the 13th :—

1 took an airing after dinner h the coach, with Mrs.
Hastings. Inlecaving it I was seized with staggering,
I sent for Mr. Haynes, who took from me about seven
ounces of blood. The bandage loosening, 1 lost much
more. After.the operation I slept a little, and awoke
in great and universal agitation, which ceased with
she second discharge of blood. I slept well, and awoke
As usual, budevith additignal weakness.

‘“14th. Mrs."H. wrote an excuse to the Duke of
Gloucester, who was engaged to come on Thursday,
and sent Robert with the letter.

«15th. Robert returned early with an answer, written
after a music meeting at Gloucester. I have passed
this day tinexpectedly and regretfully well.

«16th. T passed an unquiet night, and arose with my
limbs weak and shaken.

« 19th. My health better, but strength much dimi-
sished. 1 dined alone. ésat in the great chair much
of the middle of the night, and afterwards in the bed;
lay till late.
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« 20th. 1 awoke with my throat much swelled, and
a difficulty of swallowing; at breakfast, continued yn-
abated, which I took alone, but without pain, and my
appetite the same as it has been, unchanged through
all other variations. At night I took ten grains sof _
magnesia, with rhubarb. I cannot recollect the loss of *
time, but ascribe the past events of this day to weak-
ness. e

«2lst, ——" ® -

Alas!! there is no entry onthe 21st. The figures
stand there on the margin of the leaf, but ghe leaf®
itself is a blank. Mr. Hastings’s Diary was pever
afterwards resumed. It is well, pechaps, under,
these circumstances, that I am still enabled to
carry on my story in the words of one who wit-
nessed the sufferings of the illustrious patient, and
did his best to lessen them. The followmg is from
Sir Charles Imhoff to Mr. David Anderson, of St.
Germain’s, and 1 would not substitute for its unaf-
fected statement of facts, any narrative of my own.

[ ]
To Davip ANDF&SON, Esq. oo

Daylesford House, Chipping Norton, 12th August, 1818. *

My dear Sir,—I grieve to tell you that our valuable
friend Mr. Hastings has been very ill, and is still
suffering much by a complaint that has affected the
throat, and almost entirely prevented the power of
deglutition. This disease has been attendedeoccasion-
ally by fever, and we have been in a state of gréat un-
easiness and suspense ; however, I think I may venture
to add that I perceive a considerable amefidment. He
took his breakfast yesterdagarith some little degree oé
comfort, and to-day he has repeated the same, with
additional ease therefore I pray that I’'may have it in
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my power to write you more favourable accounts in the
course of a few days. Our dear friend talked much
of you yesterday, and of Mrs. Anderson, and expressed
his joy that your son Hastings was recovered from so
seweTe an indisposition. Ibeg you to be assured of the

*® pleasure we derive from this circumstance, and we will
thank you to remember us kindly to him, as likewise to
Mr. Ravid Anderson.

We hope Mys. Anderson is recovered from her late
severe illness; assure her, I pray you, of our kindest
remembrance. Accept the best affection of Mr. Hast-

®ings, awd distribute the best regard to all your circle.
I am, my dear Sir, yours faithfully.
¢ C. ImHOFF.

The hopes held out by Sir Charles Imhoff, and
greedily welcomed by the gengleman to whom they
were offered, were not destined to receive their ac-
complishment. Mr. Hastings grew perceptibly
worse from hour*to hour, till in the end all power
of deglutitio.n failed him. I cannot deseribe, with
sthe ﬁdelity of thase who witnessed it, the extent of

« his patient® under such a load of suffering, or the
gentleness with which he smiled upon the anxious
faces that were gathered round his couch, bidding
them look up to the God in whom he trusted.
But one remarkable. trait of the tenderness and
undyiné' nature of his love for the wife of his
bosom, and his friend and companion through so
many years of vicissitudes, 1t would ill become me

*to omit. On the 3rd of August, just nineteen
days previows to his decease, when the malady
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which preyed upon his vitals had attained its
height, and the certainty of a speedy deliverance
was strong upon him, he dictated the follewing
letter to his old and faithful friend Mr. Toong.
The Court of Directors did not feel themselves
called upon to attend to the dying request of the
most illustrious man whom their service had®ever
produced, but that is a matter with Which I, as his

biographer, have no concern. His letter to Mr.

Toone ran thus :— d

.
To 8. ToonE, Esq.

Daylesford®House, 3d August, 1818. o

My dearest Friend,—I impose upon myself the last
office of communicatiog between you and me, to inform
you that a few hours remain which are to separate us
from each other for ever, and I was willing to perform
it with my own hand ; bufona slight trial I have found
it beyond my remaining powers, afd the hamd that
writes this is as authentic and equally dear to me as my
own. The infliction that must end me is a fotal pri-
vation of the function of degluti'tion: whicll is equiva-
lent to the extremity of hunger by the inabl’lity to take
nourishment. I have called you by the only appella-
tion that language can express, my ‘ yar wooffagar,”
my profitable friend ; for such, with every other quality
of friendship, I have ever experienced yours to be in ‘all
our mutual intercourse, and my heart has retyrned it
(unprofitably I own) but with equal sentiments of the
purest affection. In the approaching hour I feel but
one mixed interest, I mean the loss of the annuity
which I derive from my benefactors the Fast India .
Company, which must cease with my life, and leave
the dearest object of all my mortal concerns in a state
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of more than comparative jndigence. Thisis not one to
which she ought to be reduced, for she has been the
virtual means of supporting the powers of life and
action by which in solong aninterval (I think thirteen
years) I was enabled to maintain their affairs in vigour,
strength, credit, and respect; and in one instance es-
pecially, when she was in the city of Patna, and I in a
seatgof greater danger, 'she proved the personal means
of guarding qge province of their Indian dominion from
impending ruin by her own independent fortitude and
presence of mind, varying with equal effect as every

* variatien of event called upon her for fresh exertions

ofit. My own conscience assuredly attests that I my-
self have not been wanting in my duty to my respect-

* able employers, and 1 require no further return than

the continuance of that reward which they have thought
proper equally to confer on my services and sufferings;
the latter have been great, bidt not without their re-
ward from my cuntry. I allude tothem only, though
I feel them with the deepest gratitude. Whatever
causes,may have eccasionally, and in the midst of econ-
tending opinions, partially drawn their benevolence
from mey I quit the world and their service, to which I
shall congeive my#elf to the latest moment that I draw
my breath*&ill devotedly attached. in the firm belief
that in the efficient body of the Court of Directors I
leave not an individual ill affected towards me. 1 do
not express my full feelings. I believe them all to be
kindly, generously disposed towards me; and to the
larger and constituent body, I can only express a hope
that,, if there are any of a different sentiment, the
number is but few, for they have supported me when I
thought myself abandoned by all the other powers from
whom I ever thought myself entitled to that benefit.
The appeal which I now make I could not deliver
without a senge of presumption to the Court of Direc-
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tors themselves. I hope I de not carry that presump-
tion too far in approaching them through you, my
declared and beloved friend, into whose hands I commit
it, without further expression,—indeed 1 have already
exhausted its last powers. My latest prayers shall "be
offered for their service ; for the welfare of my beloved
country ; and for that also of the land whose interests
were so long committed to my partial guardiatehip,
and for which I feel a sentiment in my dggarting hours
not alien from that which is due from every subject to
his own. To you, my friend, I close with my grateful
thanks for the many proofs I have received of your
friendship, and my prayers for every individual of
your blessed family. Adien.

Having read over and signed this letter, Mr.
Hastings felt that his business with the world
was ended. He turned his attention, therefore,
exclusively, as far as extreme bodily suffering
would allow, to other and holier concerns; and,
surrounded by a group of true and’ mourmng
friends, by Mrs. Hastings, Sir Charles and Lady «
Imhoff, his nephew; Mr. Woodmgn'and Mrs. »
Woodman, Mrs. Hastings’s niece, he received, at
the hands of the clergyman of the parish, .the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. But why cop-
tinue these details? Let two of those who were
present when the event occurred describe how this
great and good man gave up the ghost. Of the
following letters, one is from the peneof Mrs.
Barton, a lady to whom Mr. Hastings had stood ®
godfather, and from whom he never, throughout

*
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many vicissitudes of fortune, withdrew his regard.
The other, blistered with the tears which she shed
while she was writing, came from Mr. Hastings’s
betoved daughter-in-law, the present Lady Imhoff.
I trust she will pardon me for having put upon
record a document which does so much honour to
her®true an(L gentle heart.

To Davip AxpERson, Esq.
Daylesford, 23d August, 1818.

My.dear Sir,—Sir C. Imhoff’s letfer will have pre-

pared you for the heart-rending intelligence 1 have

o mnow the pain to comumnicate to you, of the death of
*the most perfect of human beings (the indulgent friend
and parent of my life), our beloved and most dear Mr.
Hastings! .

He had been,ill nearly six weeks; and from its first
approach, his illness bore an alarming aspect, and his
sufferings were very great indeed—Dborne with uncom-
plainimg fortitude, the most touching meekness of
tempe1 and pious resignation to the will of God. But
. his last’ moments, we have the consolation to know,
were, by the sKill and attention of Sir H. Halford,

* rendered easy; and his pure and gentle spirit quitted
its darthly abode yesterday evening at seven, without
a struggle or even a sigh.

Sir C. Imhoff would, I am sure, have pelformed this
melancholy task of writing to you, but he is much
1nd1qused and unable to exert himself; and to me it
is a particular and soothing satisfaction to pay respectful
attention to the feelings of those who were so dear as
you were to the heart and esteem of my ever dear and
« beloved Mr. Hastings.

Your last letter was read to him, and he expressed
the most affectionate interest in the welfare of you and
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yours. [ am, my dear Sir, in the deepest affliction for
the dreadful, dreadful loss I have sustained, yours.

very truly and sincerely,
MariaN Barton.

From Lady Imhoff to the same.
Daylesford House, 26th August, 1818,
My dear Sir,—Sir Charles has just received, your
letter, so full of feeling and anxious inquiries after our
adored friend. You will have learnt the*Sad, sad news
from the pen of Mrs. Barton. But to suck friends of

our blessed saint’s, as you and yours ever were, .I can- e

not resist taking up my pen to explain to you why you
did not have the most painful tidings either feom
Imhoff or myself, rather than from a commen ae-
quaintance. Mrs. Barton had written the letter before®
I had gained composure enough for the purpose; and
Imhoff was so much iadisposed in body, as well as
afflicted in mind, that he was confined to his bed. 1
thank you, my dear Sir, for asking so particularly
after me, because, knowing the attachment that my
heart and soul bore to that heavenly’being, I ar sure
you would well say, «“ Where was Lady Imhoff?”
Thank heaven! I was for the last mgnth close to his ,
bed and couch side, with his adored hand iy goine, and
to my lips; and often has he waved it ever my head,
and said, “ God bless you, my dear Charlotte”—which
blessings have rooted deep in my sorrowing heart ; Jfor
as his sad sufferings ended, mine and ours began, to
last as long as we have breath. Oh, such sweetness !
such kindness! such patience! such affectionate ¢hanks
for little kindnesses and attentions, that our héearts
ever prompted, was enough to break them before they
had finished their duty. I gave the adored ang patient

sufferer the last thing he took. a mouthful of cold

water, and for which he put his blessed hand on mine,
for he could not then speak, and in one hdur after, his
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pure spirit was taken to heaven, without our knowing
exactly when it fled, for it left his beloved, benign
cpuntenance without a #race of pain or suffering upon
it; and it is still the feast of my eyes (if such an ex-
pression can be understood as I feel it), and the exact
counterpart of the marble bust in the library. Dearest
Mrs. Hastings, and Imhoff, and Mrs. znd Miss Barton
®vere around him. Not one impatient expression ever
escap®d him. Never did he ask or wish for medical
advice; he aligays said, ‘ Surely at my age it is_time
to go, > and he all along said, “God only can do me
good;” and to our anxious hope of his being better,
" he would say, <My dear, why wish me to live to suffer
thug? none of you know what I suffer.” It was the
vitals that were attacked; and the heat within his
throat “and left side was, I am convinced, dreadful.
Nothing gave him any satisfaction (and that was
momentary) but the coldest water in his mouth, for
the power of deglutltlon havmg long failed, nothing
went into the Stomach; and when Sir Henry Halford
saw this sad, emaciated, patient sufferer, he said, that
he had, ever since the attack in the throat, lived on hus
own substatce. He gave us the only consolation in
his power, which was, that everything had been done
* that could be doffe. One of the latest true pleasures
» he had, wis hearing me read to him your letter to my
husband ; and in my hearing he blest you all. Our
poor dear Mrs. Hastings, deeply as she is, and must
long be, affected, bears up as well as we could possibly
expect. Oh, my dear Sir, you who knew him, can feel
for us in the ever-to-be-deplored, irreparable loss we
have had in such a sincere, angelic friend; but God
has, I am sure, placed him in the best of his house,
where “he has many mansions;” and perhaps he is
now our’guardian angel, as I told him I hoped he
* would be, if the Almighty judged fit to rob us of our
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treasure in this world. Farewell, my dear Sir; my
love to dear Mrs. Anderson, and kindest compliments
to Miss Anderson, and kindest regards to your sons.
Did poor dear Mrs. Hastings know I was writing, I
should be charged with everything kind from her.
Always your smcere, faithful, and obliged friend, .
CuarrorTE IMHOFF.

"P. 8. I fear you will scarcely be able to read what 1.
have with much difficulty seen to write. Imhoffcharges
me to give his affectionate regards to yoll and yours.

Thus died, in the eighty-sixth ‘year of hig age,
the Right Honourable Warren Hastings, of whom
it may with truth be affirmed, that, whether we
look to his public or his private career,—to thee
eminent services which he rendered to his country,
or to the many graces and virtues which adorned
his individual character,—neither his own nor any
other age has produced a man more entitled to a
nation’s gratitude, more deserving of the lové and
reverence of all who enjoyed the privilege of his
familiar acquaintance. Of the puBlic character of '
that great and good man, I do not think that I am
here required to say one word. The unvar nished
record of his proceedings is now before the public;
and if it fail to establish his clalm to be accountéd
both an upright and a sagacious statesman, «every-
thing like panegyric, whether proceeding from me
or from others better qualified to speak his praise,
must fall pointless to the ground. For Mr. Has-
tings’s merits are not like those of men less



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 527

severely tried, to be set forth by an array of gene-
ralities however skilfully put together. It would
but insult his memory were I to describe him,
for' example, as brave, patient, persevering, long-
sighted, and industrious. He was all this, and a
great deal more; he belonged to that class, limited
in peint of numbers, in extent of moral influen
on their own and succeeding generations defy-
ing all our powers of computation, who win em-
pires or preserve them, in despite of difficulties
and dlscoulagements such as men of a grasp of
lmmd less comprehensive by a single hair’s-breadth,
ould have refused to encounter. Mr. Hastings’s
claim to the admiration of the wise and the good
must therefore be judged of® by the history of his
whole life. It would be worse than idle, were I,
at the close of a narrative like the present, to seek,
in a Tew well-turned and laboured sentences, to
set them forth.
" But while I thus express myself, let me not
~ forget to 1einmd the reader that Mr. Hastings
was not only great in his public capacity, but
good. As the individual appointed to preserve
afid consolidate the British empire in Asia, he
never,-indeed, permitted his energies to slumber.
He restored order, in times of peace, to provinces
which were in absolute confusion when he received
_them; and established a system of administration,
under which, had it been acted upon perseveringly,
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the resources of the countly would have been even- ‘
in ‘his'own day, fully developed So also When “war
came, he met it boldly ; and in spite of the ceaseless
opposmon “of those with whom it was appointed hlm -
- to consult] he brought'it to.a triumphant concluswp. '

%ﬁ this'is not all. © Mr.. Hastings, avgainst'w‘hom '

¢ -Commons- of England brought..the. chegge,
among others,: that he ¢ cruelly. oppressedthe natives
‘of Indla, and laid their .country waste, was, by these

" natives of, every. rank and class, - looked up to: asa o,

father ;:and is still spoken of: by thelr descendants _
as the’ greatest benefactor to. then race of all, whom
"their European mastels _ever. set over them I
cannot think of 1efe1r1n<r the. reader while dis-
" cussifg such.a subjec‘t to the addresses and testi--
monials which, during the progress of” his* trial, .
poured. in upon: Mr. Hastlngs from all parts of
India. - These are.not, 1ndeed w1thout their Value,
and might, if they stood alone, be appealed to as
aﬁ'oxdmg abundant proof that hig humamty was

" this sort, of much more Value than contemporary

ev1dence and tr admon Jboth local and’ gene’ral '
as Well in retired \rlllages as at the seat of governh-
ment;.is all in Mr- Hastmgs S favour Thexe are

- three portralts suspended in the town hall of Cal-.

" cutta,-which. 1o native from. the 1nte1101 ever ap-
proaches without . do1nu ~homage to them, and one

, o__f these is the.hk_eness., of -Warren Hastmgs. o
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I believe “that they'F who most delight in com-

paring illustrious men together have instituted no-
 parallel between Mr. Hastings and any other Go-

vernor. of Brltlsh India than Lord Chve “ Lord;
Chve it is said, « acqulred for Eng]and her empire-
in’ the East; Mr. Hastm_gs saved' it. 'They were;
equadly instruments adapted to. the necess1t1es_,l.of
the times inWhich they lived, and equally desérve
‘to be held in grateful remembrance by their
country.” Far be it from me to detract from the

merigs, or undervalue the services, of Lord Clive.

The fosmer jvere Worthy of all honour, the latter
were bravely and perseveringly carried throngh.
Yet as the difficulties of his situation dre not for a
moment to be compared Wlth those which Mr.
JHastmgs was required to surmount, so I am quite

sure that the dehg of glatxtude due at this hour to-

the memmy of the great statesman is a thousand-
fold more pr essmg than that which England owes
to her gle.at warrior. For, in the first place 1f

: Chve , conquered an emplre, he did so in the.com-

mon _course of events. He had a feeble’enemy to

oppose hun and he carried the might of England
in his tfain. Whereas Mr. Hastmgs saved the same
empire ‘when assailed from without by the most
formidable combination that ever threatened its
existence, and enlarged its bounds, and con solidated

«its strength, not only without support from those.
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under which he acted, but in direct opposition to
their wishes. And finally, supposing the merits
of the two men to have been equal, how stands
the balance of their rewards? Lord Clive retusned
to England enormously rich; he was raised to the
peerage; and, though persecuted for a while by
the violence of faction, left his titles and his Y=ealth
to his children. Mr. Hastings caiii® back Wlth a
fortune barely adequate to place him in the rank
of a private gentleman; he was immediately ar-"
raigned as a criminal before the highest tribuxal in
the land, and, after a trial which continued through- -
out nine whole years, obtained an acquittal, and
was reduced to beggary. I need not pursue the
subject further. To Lord Clive, in his lifetime,
a grateful country offered, in defiance of faction,
many palpable marks of its favour. The same
country owes to the memory of Mr.-Hastings, not
only the recompense of valuable services Bestowed,
but compensation for heavy wnongs inflicted, and
never to this hour atoned for.

When we turn again to contemplate the prlvate
character of Mr. Hastings, we find it so rlchly en-
dowed with all that connects man with his Maker ; ;
so full of gentleness, patience, long suffering,
meekness, temperance ; so true, so just, SO ge-
nerous, so placable, that a disposition to_ paint in
detail is restrained by the apprehension, groundless-
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perhaps, yet not unnatural, lest the language of
twath should be mistaken for that of prejudice, or,
at all events, of exaggerated panegyric.
o I' cannot, however, after the full exposure which
" has been made to me of all Mr. Hastings’s habits of
thlnlung and of acting, speak of him in other
tern®s ‘than as the most amiable of his race.
His gemus,.eipanswe as it iwas, and adapted to
,the highest place in the management of em-
pires, %eems to me to have been the attribute
for which he least deserved the reverence of his
*fellow men. He was the tenderest and most af-
fectionate of husbands ; the kindest of masters ; the
truest and most disinterested o# friends ; charitable,
giving, to the sterm its just, because its most
comprehensive meaning; liberal, high-minded,
unselfish. He had no faults, even of temper,
for that was "calm and serene, and thoroughly
(hsc1phned and Jo sum up all, his religion was at
eonce deep™ 51pce1e, and unobtrusive. I repeat,
that P have not been able, by all the researches
which I have instituted, to discover in the chu-
racter of Warren Hastings a single trait which I
can venture to denounce as a fault, for his weak-
nesses, and weaknesses he doubtless had, were all
of such a nature as to carry our best sympathies
along with them, and enlist more and more our
affections on the s1de of him whose greatness they
. 2m2
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shaded, only so far as they brought his amiable
and gentle feelings prominently into view. .
It is not, however, by dwelling upon topics so
general as these, that I can hope to convey to the
minds of such as knew him not, any just idea of
the sort of place which Mr. Hastings hllgd in
society, after the cares and anxxetles of office had
ceased to perplex him, Let me rather draw the
reader’s attention to one or two minute details,
for my knowledge of which I am indebted %o one
of Mr. Hastings’s most valued friends, Who,%ing
himself a {requent guest at Daylesford, had the
best opportunity of judging, and whose modesty
alone prevents me from recording his name in con-
nexion with the debt of kindnes® which I owe
him. The following is the substance of much that
he was good enough to write for"my information,
and which, but for a prohibition to ‘the contrary,
I should have greatly preferred gw‘ng iy his owne
words. . .
“ From the period when my intimacy with Mr.
Hastings began,” says my correspondent, *that is
to say, from 1799 to the date of his lamented
death, he resided chiefly in the country, with inter-
missions occasioned solely by visits to his friends,
and now and then a month, or a portion of a month,
spent in London. From the latter he snever re-
turned without the strongest expressions of predi-"
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lection for his own delightful home, where all his
a.ﬂ'ections centered. Indeed, Mr. Hastings's tastes
were essentially domestic ; for though he lived ine
the constant interchange of a liberal hospitality
with a distin guished and admiring neighbourhood,
it was among his own guests, at his own table, in
hisee®n study, and in the bosom of his own family,
that he appezared ever most like himself, and there-
fore to the greatest advantage.” Of his habit of
earlyerising, as well as of the manner in which he
waggaccustomed to comport himself during the
progress of the general breakfast, in which he
‘never joined, I have already given an account;
yet it was not on such occasions only that he
ministered to their comforts, while he laboured to
amuse, and to 1nst1uct both the guests of a day, and
the members of his own household. Mr. Hastings
was never at a loss for the most agreeable as well
as edifying subjects of conversation; for he was
alive att-once‘ to all the events that were
pass.ing both at home and abroad, and conversant
not less with the grave than with the lighter lite-
rature of the day. Moreover, his mind, though
d.eeply stored with moral and philosophical thought,
was tinctured to a remdrkable extent with clas-
sical elegance. He made, indeed, no pretensions
to schol.astic learning, and had so far, during the
more active season of his life, lost the habit of pur-
suing it, th%}t when leisure came he never thought
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serously of resuming his studies, yet nobody could
fail to perceive that at one period he must have

o beeri familiar with the best Greek and Latin authors ;
and that on the model which they offered, his own
views of excellence in literary composition were
formed. At the same time there was a pecu-
liarity about his taste in these matters, whichesde-
serves notice. While Mr. Hastings® praised, as
they deserved, the authors, both amcient and
modern, whom the universal judgment of scholars
has placed at the head of their respective degart-
ments ; his quotations, strange to say, were more .
frequently taken from Lucan, for example, than fronm’
either Homer or Virgil; from Young, than from
Shakspeare or Milton. This is c.urious enough,
especially with reference to Young, whose images
are invariably as sombre as his {rain of thought
is melancholy. Yet the circumstanee mf:ty be
accounted for, when we bear in mind that spmpathy
of feeling exercises in such cases greater influ-
ence over our memories, at least, than the dictates
of judgment. Let me not, however, be misunder-
stood. Grave and even sombre thought was “not
distasteful to Mr. Hastings; indeed his writin;gs
prove that he frequently indulged in it. Never-
theless his mind and conversation were both es-
sentially cheerful, without however descending,
under any circumstances, to the tolerance of levity. o
Mr. Hastings, capable, in no ordinary degree, of
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the exercise of wit, was keenly alive to the per-
ception of it in others. He laughed heartily,
could trifle with the gayest, and thought it not
beneath him to relish a pun; but the most remote
approach to ribaldry offended his taste, and never
failed of receiving from him an immediate check.
@? the absolute unselfishness of Mr. Hastings’s
nature the Yeader is by this time aware. He was
the most benevolent of human beings; yet in all
his tenderness for the feelings of others,—in all bis
disgegard of his own, he néver lost sight of the
grande principle of justice, without which benevo-
“lence degenerates into weakness. His warmest
personal predilections could not hinder him from
rebuking in tljose whom he loved a deviation from
integ;ity, however slight ; and these rebukes were
invarjably given with a gravity of which the most
inconsiderdte failed not to acknowledge the force.
In like’ manner there was no exertion which he
was not deaJy to make, provided he saw before
him, the prospect of benefiting a fellow-creature,
were it only by raising him in his own esteem, and
winning for him the good opinion of others. Over
the reputations of his youthful friends in particu-
lar,,and they were both numerous and sincerely
attached, he used to watch with more than
parentgl anxiety; and he never omitted an
opportunity of leading them on to increased ex-
ertion, by assigning a full measure of praise to
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exertions that were past. Take the following as
a specimen of-the delicacy - and admirable taste
with which he was accustomed to dispense these
important favours. .
When Mr. E. B. Impey, the son of Sir Elgah
and the elegant author of the Illustrations of
German Poetry, was a student of Christ CLfech,
Oxford, Mr. Hastings was accustothed, both for
his own sake and for the*sake of his father’s
memory, which he dearly loved, to have the $oung
man very much about hiim. At the terminatfes of
one of these visits he presented the student*with a
beautiful Persian mare, of which, with the respect
for order and nicety,which distinguished all his
proceedings, he drew up an elabarate pedigree.
Mr. Impey rode the gentle creature back to col-
lege, and not long afterwards thanked the gonor
in a Latin epigram of great merit,”to which a
Sapphic ode was appended. The author oi these
elegant trifles thought no more about-them, till
one day the dean, the celebrated Cyul Jackson,
came into his garret with some manuseripts in, his
hands, and, very much to Mr. Impey’s astonish-
menty showed to him his own poems. The
verses, it appeared, had been sent by M. HZLstings
to the dean. The dean was charmed with the good
taste and scholarship which they displaged, and
immediately formed, as in such cases he was apt to
do, a cordial friendship for their auwghor. * To
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that act of kindness on Mr. Hastings’s part,”
writes Mr. Impey, ““ I owe in a very great degree
my introduction to the notice of the late dean, and
the favour and protection of that distinguished
man, which, in after life, were on various occasions
productive to me of essential benefit.”

AMother remarkable feature in the character of
Mr. Hastifigt was the dignity with which he
abstained from complaining of his own wrongs, far
more ®f giving utterance to harsh or reproachful
exywessions, while alluding to the individuals who
had been chiefly instrumental in producing them.
Tudeed his own career, and the recompense which
it received, were topics of conversation which "he
never, voluntayily introduced. ~ Nevertheless the
subject was one on which, when broached by
others, he exhibited no disinclination to enter;
and he always spoke of it with a degree of dignified

, reverence, Whic.h marked his consciousness, without
any dispkey of the merit that was attributed to
him, At the same time, when reviewing, as he
wag sometimes induced to do, the eircumstances of
hjs trial—the bitterness and overwhelming talents
of his aceusers, and the establishment of bis own
inngeence in despite of all,—he was never known
to utter a sentence fromn which the listener would
be ableto collect that a feeling, in the most remote
' degree allied to the vindictive, cankered in his

° . - \
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soul. On the contrary, his indignation would, for
the most part, evaporate either in some devoyt
expression of resignation to God’s will, or by and
bye in an expostulatory copy of verses, ora pomted
epigram. It must not, however, be supposed that
Mr. Hastings was ever otherwise than alive, either to
the extent of his own wrongs or to the demef#s of
such as had inflicted them. The formér he taught
himself to bear with magnanimity ; the latter he
was prompt to forgive: but he could not dorget
either the oneor-the other. Nor was forgetfugess
in his case to be expected ; for Mr. Hastings had
to lament not only the active malice of avowed
enemies, but the unaccountable tardiness of pro-
fessing friends to fulfil expectations which they had
themselves excited. ““ I wish,” said he, a few days
previous to his death, when the, subject qf the
Regent’s behaviour at Guildhall chanced to come
under discussion, “I wish the Prince, for %his own
sake, had abstained from making th.za.‘c‘displéy of his
good intentions. I was a Privy Councillor af the
moment ; it was not worth while to speak of more,
when more, as the event has shown, was “not
intended.” )
Another instance of the self-possession’which
never deserted him, as well as of the dignity which
threw its halo over all his proceedings, I am
enabled to give on the authority of an eye-witness. o
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It happened about the year 1810 that Mr. Has-
tings, being on’ a visit at Newark Park, the resi-
dence of Sir Elijah Impey, received an invitation
ﬁom the Prince Regent, then at Brighton, to dine
with his Royal Highness in the Pavilion. M.
Hastings went, Sir E]leh and his son bearing him
commdny; and all three were a good deal surprised
to find that Mr. Sheridan had been especially
brought thither to meet them. The object which
* the Psince had in view was, doubtless, laudable.
He g#as anxious that between Mr. Hastings and
+ Mr. Sheridan—not the least violent of the violent
men who acted as managers during the impeach-
ment—a good understanding' should arise, and he
brought them together under the idea that, through
his pe1 SOI]dl 1nﬂuence they might become recon-
ciled. r. Sheridan accordingly advanced, at a
given' siwnal- from his royal host, and in some
, well-turhed sentences delivered himself of an
apology, i Amounted to this :— that the part
which he had taken in events long gone by must
not be regarded as any test of his private opinions,
because he was then a publicpleader, whose duty it is,
ur;der all circumstances, to make good, if he can,
the chhrges which he is commissioned to bring
forward.” Mr. Hastings retreated one step, -
looked My. Sheridan full in the face, made a low
e bow, but answered not a word. “ Had Mr. Sheri-
dan,” said he, after the party returned to Newark



540 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

Park, « confessed as much twenty years ago, he
might have done me some service.” No further
intercoufse, however, took place between the
parties, nor was the subject ever again by Mr.
Hastings referred to. ’

I have spoken elsewhere of Mr. Hastings’s skill
both in horticulture and farming. I have n®hing
to add to that statement, except that le transacted
business with his bailiff as regularly and with as
much care as if the subsistence of himself and his °
family had depended on the management of hissggops.
The functionary in question, who is still, I believe, o
the principal tenant on the estate of Daylesford,
‘was always addressed by him as “ Farmer Bowles;”
and Farmer Bowles, like the rest of his domestics
and dependants, loved Mr. Hastings tenderly. Nor
was this all.  In the arrangement and decoration of
his pleasure grounds, Mr. Hastings played the part
not only of a scientific landscape gardenéy, but of.
a skilful arfisan. The lakes, the Waterfalls, the |
very groups of rockwork which are dispersed about
the gardens and shrubberies of Daylesford, owe in
some measure their forms to his manual exertions ;
for besides giving directions, it was his pride to take
the lead in carrying out plans which his owh inge-
nuity had devised. It is worthy of remark that the
large stones which principally compose these grot-
toes were brought from a place in the vicinity ofe
Daylesford, where for centuries they .had lain, not
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without the distinction of having more than one
wild leéend attached to them. They are men-
tioned by Nash and other topographical writers
as * the grey geese of Addlestrop.”

Mr. Hastings’s hospitality was on all occasions
dispensed on the most liberal and considerate scale.
WEh he first established himself at Daylesford,
indeed, it was his custom to entertain not only his
friends as often as they chose to visit him, but their
horse® and servants, without any other limits than
theseupacity of his stables, which were extensive.
By amd bye, however, he discovered that, with
“corn at the height of the war prices, such a prac-
tice was incompatible with a narrow income, and
not without bigter expressions of regret, of which
I find the record in his Diary, he followed the
example of his neighbours and broke through
it.  Still Hig attention to his guests continued to
. be of the most gratifying as well as considerate
kind. e ®vn room lay contiguous to the large
librgry, which at Daylesford was the place of
common resort during the forenoon ; and of his
apxious care for their convenience, his friends were
never long left without the most satisfactory proofs.
When the pressure of business compelled him, as
it often did, to absent himself for a few hours from
the cirgle, he was sure to look in, from time to
" time, for the purpose of ascertaining whether any
thing were,needed which he could supply. And
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finally, he always found leisure to join in the out-
door excursions or amusements which nii‘ghbb,e
proposed. He rode or drove, or walked abroad every
~day, provided the state of the weather would pernrit;
and he never took this exercise without carrying
one or more delighted companions along with him.
I do not know how far it may be necessaf® to
add, that Mr. Hastings was exceedingly temperate
both in eating and drinking. His table, indeed,
was always supplied with the most ddicate
viands, and in a very graceful manner, fenehe
particularly shone by his urbanity as a host, and
the manners of Mrs. Hastings were delightful ;
but his own diet was gimple in the extreme. He
was a great water-drinker, and so fastidious in the
quality of the beverage, that he would send for it
when in London from a considerable distance to
the spring which rises near the barracksthat adjoin
to Kensington Gardens. But I must not continue
these details any further. 'The hentfaMr. Has-
tings’s disposition urged him unceasingly to,the
practice of benevolence in the most extended sepse
of the term. The temper of his mind and heart
were in every respect noble, and lofty, and pure ; and,
above all, religion, a sacred and a vital principle,
never seems with him to have slumbered ;—whether
he were occupied in doing good to his fellogy crea-
tures, or in conducting, as he regularly did, the
morning and evening worship of hig household
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before the throne of their common Creator. For
ar.riqu others of his remains, I find forms of
prayer such as he was in the habit of using in the
domestic circle, and I am bound to state that by.
the simple grandeur of the style, not less than by
the purity of the sentimeuts expressed in them,
thegefo equal honour to his literary taste and to the
simplicity and<he depth of his devotional feelings.
M. Hastings died, as I have already stated, on
the 24nd of August, his last moments being strietly
in kggping with the calm dignity and self composure
which gharacterized the whole course of his active
Kfe. Ofthe nature of his malady, I have alreadymade
mention. It wassuchasto waste his bodily strength
from hour to hour, and to sub_]ect his frame to great
agonys without producing any debilitating effect
upon his mind ; and the consequence was that he
was himself perfectly aware of the near approach
of the erisis long before the most watchful of his
klnd and M ful attendants observed it. For
manv days he could receive no nutriment whatever.
Water, taken from a particular spring, was indeed
the "only beverage which he would aceept; and he
held it #PLis mouth only till the fever which
burnedsup his throat and pallet had deprived it of
its extreme coldness. But even of that, not one
drop passed into the stomach; for the organs of
deglutltlon were paralyzed, and any attempt to
swallow brought on convulsions. At length, how-
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ever, nature gave way. “I am going at last, my
Charlotte,” said he to Lady Imboff, whose qu
was clasped in his, as she sat at the bed-side; I
feel that I am going at last; and Oh, 1 -am
grateful.”

“Your voice is strong, dear Mr. Hastings,” was
her reply ; “ God will not take you from us y2es’

“You do not know what I suffef,” was his
answer ; “ God bless you, my children ; T leave you
to Marian’s care, she will bless you when—4#

As he said this, he loosened the hold ofalgady
Imhoff’shand, and, not without a visible effost, drew
a cambric pocket handkerchief, which lay on th’
pillow beside him, over his own face. His weepiug
attendants neither restrained him, nor formed any
augury from the proceeding. VV herefore” their
grief and horror may be imagined when, ﬁndmg
that he suffered it to lie there some §ime, they re-
moved the covering, and beheld the features of a,
corpse. I do not know what the p:.l.rb})lg thay have
been which swayed him; whether ah~ anxious de-
sire to save the feelings of his friends, or that he
wished to hide from all mortal eyes the last
struggle while it was in progress, but h’ever this
was, the act of covering up his own face in
the very moment of severance between soul and
body has about it a character whxch I can
describe as nothing short of sublime. * Unless o
my memory deceive me, there are but three great
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men in history of whom a similar anecdote is re-
lated—Socrates after he had swallowed the hem-
fock, Pompey when the assassin’s sword was bare,
and Julius Czesar composing himself to death in
the Capitol. Doubtless the same lofty sense of
self-respect which operated with them, operated
wigk# Warren Hastings also. They would not
exhibit their weakness, even in death, to any other
' gaze than that of the Creator.

Tke funeral of Mr. Hastings, though meant to
be sirictly private, was attended by all the noble-
men a;nd gentlemen who resided in the neighbour-
*hood of Daylesford. It took place on the 9th;
and it a grave behind the chancel of the chureh,
which Is now railed round, and surmounted by an
urn,®all that was mortal of one of England’s best
and gleatest sons went to its rest. His monument,
llkeWISe, wluch confronts you as you enter the
sacred~pile itself, is eminently characteristic both ot
the moﬂw the worth of Mr. Hastings. It is
a plaln murel tablet of white marble, erected, I be-
heve at the expense of his widow, with a transcript
from the legend of which I bring my labours to a
close, not without a deep sense of their inadequacy
to dojustice to the great importance of my subject. !
The inscription runs thus:—

VOL. III?
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In a Vault,
Just beyond the Eastern extremity of this Church,
Lies the Body of the Right Honourable WaRrren Hasrings, wo
Of Daylesford House, in this Parish,
The first Governor-General of the British Territories in India,
A Member of His Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council, «
LL.D. and F.R.S.: °
The last public effort of whose eminently virtuous and lengthened life Was
the re-erection of this sacred edifice, which he superintended with
singular energy and interest to its completion ;
And in which, alas! -~ Soe
The holy rites of Sepulture were very shortly aftergards performed
over his Mortal Remains.
He died on the 22d of August, 1818,
Aged 85 Years and 8 Months,
“ Lord, lettest thou thy servant depart in peace.”

THE END.
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