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n 1971 ehst marked tiw kitth ceatelaxy year of JyRge,
it was noticed that .yiye had gosashded wide asttention and
studies on dynge oontinued "aasualng JEester PEOPOLt ions with
wagh passing yesr” lesving behind “st udususlly laxye outpuk
of Mng,.l"l- n view of this fanense populasrity it ia worth.
wnile delincet ing the heritage of .yage ariticisms.

nfver the posthusous publicat.on of Iynge's poass and
translations of Petrach and 7Villaon by the cula #Xess in A90P,
his poetry svoked mugh enthusias.n anolk the publice In 1911
ancthr sdition of synge's posms and translations vas browmght
out by Johfl “e LUGR & Uoe Mawnsel and Joe LEde, pullished in
Lublin synge's poors and translat lons in 1920. lisdeYobta chose
alne o Jynge's powss and four uf the tksnsletions in his
AL logy ,
CRiticis.a on postEy has Duen Aoxe of less thw same, eaphesising

whe subjoctive elements An his goestiy. :yRge’s oLk SPoXaries
2kt

{“eBeYoatn, Masesfisld, Mauxioe aoutqnanhi aad lacer aritias

{habin Kelton, T.R.4Hemn, Franais “arner, Joho :Ralliworthy )

le oMo 'ikhalil, "Prefsoe, Jal,oync bibligarapiy o
arisiciss (rThe el l.ln PXess 4y 1978), pe XIIZs
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have viuwed his poetsy a8 the “sslferevelation of wmo*z. They
Dalieve, "The poems arw ilke the .Jan speskinge They are so like
him that to resd them 18 to hear tua",s ok aourse sllis Fexmor
nas discussed synge 88 "asure-post® and "naturesiystio* and
compared his poems with “"thoss of the snolent poestiy of his
own taon""

Critics (like Ronald Pedcock, T.ReHeiMly Llisasbuth
Coxhead, F.l,l.uces, Robin kelton, 'ieRsRodgers, dward tephens
snd Nicholas drene) have shown the specisl significance of both
of Synge's prose-vorks, T'w Jran Tslaads (19070 sl Twlonlenio ey
in the making of Lynge the artist and in the evolution of his
vision of life. Ronald Peacock has falt that the Agan Islands
"awoke the arctist in M.n"s. HeRe kodgexs wuelieves thag *Iv was

on ran that synge found & frame for his living l.mgmm".

4. Una 5llis Persor, The ILish ixsestic Movemmy (London, 1939),
»e 1726

5. Fonald Pescocic, The Foet An the Theasrg (London, 1946),
Pe 108,

6. ¥.ReRoAgers, ;;Wg (sritish Broadgasting
Corpocat ion, s Pe |
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S SRdn Lakdt o) NOAdB LU Vi thaat Yo Lhe Sren Thiangs he
Lowrkd nde vislon of QWi DatkRu alkl hwaaan cPadicamia e

srikjets Jutoblogrginy ou Whe damg tine has Leen cunei.
Qeted "o a document ot soclal alstogy axd a8 8 wiogra Nical
wasny of first-rate Laoorctance Lo mmn of LynN;e's WOLKS and
ol the worse of hils cuatensoraries”.

~omit Lo these stuedics ol the ACen i8lands aau aynje’a
Akt by 7 Wi havs a Study Dy eRelitan on Lynge's rose
waloh hal Lrovidud “thoe hracewlogy of many of whe pleys“.g

Mud Linally W peview Che Criticisa of ynge's draoam.
TR by 8 Lhe oyDuE ail s NDaVe wxGluded a4s aaluen work
dhen Lhe Moo o jas st We Caanon fjuauke Lhe dioliace of the
laye Ml adlemyer has reta.ned it 1o nex edicion of oyngets
P IAYB A\WOLe il Aol G X Llalsd Lo GllE H2aJen wWoKK
TOEOVA WS SuENapl the st Lot aal Cau L ad8 Lrsisicion

SELD 2 -srcul doe Lo slayerightt. 1o

sonlaes twi the oo Haoe set ./DJe WEOWe SAx Slayde
e ing nis lsst one, Uglirdie of the sOrLosB (Lynge Could
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o his vogld (london : Ghomas and
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Te tidin e lion, T
Twdaong 13TL), e 270

e TaNto e Lymvja, "mu rutslojrahny of J. ’.Jymeu. upsning
and ehg Moog'e Glignt s oyage 18711908, @de caile

Hadrai ‘..ﬂ.irn..t. 1912 ), 2e e

de SMmH clOe i (Cle .y Sexe lutdi®is oant gdioys (.colin
T LIS 1 ULidey 137G., e i T

10, a1 asdlenyer, "Tanroductiun®, (11, tde, Jellels

solleGred .opas Aol olu sidvartity fcesp, d¥aB,, o xnl.
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£indeh Sx for his pesature death’ all e tive Jlays were
croduced at Lhe cbuey Cheatre and Lublisned in his l1ifetle.

e reecived both fam® aad Lguodny ZoF Lhaese Olayd. (he starcs
reallis a o dwie 08 thum Wa&&__&m i, fhe Lintec's
eddding a0l dib ARt iulal -

HEOVORuEd A BRAK, Des wallie £ .0 Wik audleos a8 well as iroa

Whe arit ioSe ole ui Lie NoBLIlity was Quiile WRKIGBOL Wil

The ilrse sijaltican oriLicis.: an wynge's laye is
Jalaae oepd Uy lEish yegere (1215 by Geutloe coulgeois. both
Houryeois onl yIPe's @ uLe OTALluB LK .ede{wlLs, Lady
Jregory, Jowi Casefleld sad illisn cay have looked st whe
aub feot {ve ¢loments in ynge's lays.

sovre erfodeal insight lato . Gpe's loye wal L loedd
in the 19308 wheu he wad being viceved sofe and woxe ajainst
the bagk rouund of the Trish raatig “ove mat and /o lo-"righ
Llturatiures “hHce VLY L. :0rtant wolks ol this duQade azxe
<o OTReRY*n uyn e il Sagloe- gish llieratupes (A93):, i.llis
SCDROT' g EASH .getotde Cigve sgnt (1939, cad he ouxces of
048 (12337 Dy tes cBLAlle

iothe foflicBy yiye Cl.lics wultc kv oF less conce.zimo
With whe plays Lhe mselvete L. helle wAXainy in Johis illissgt g
wlBge (14l ocudted cxingats The Claysary £ Le ouBLelii 4QEld
fram jsite 3 ney arjle and Jduwsckibed the layboy as a ol and

A Ml of inajinat lone o YOG was belin) viewed a8 a out In
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the theatre. Honald Yestosk stiessed the "lasginative vitality®

of the artist 1n Ine Pogl (1965 )e 58 stucy Of

TIALAAGEKE S She dap is of inustimeble velus.
The sixcies and the ssvanties hawe besa ca:miialdle in

respeact of Lynge aricicisse :uring this period he was widely
oxplored and & valuabls aritiosl liversture produced abouk
his In 1963 T.Re Henn eodictad ITh

YRR vith a vexy illusinating imroduckion. »lisa Pxice in
({1963), studied yynge in xelsion

not only to Irish iife and drass but also Lo the deckdrop of
Bglish, racher Euxopean litexsture. o.Ye Lucas's book, i
{1963) ahould be
aentioned in this om.lm. Hexe we got an insight ioko

dynge's plays, the /xan Islan:is and synge the *““1'?:'1‘?,\!.._&&%
Qf JEQAR (l¥60),J.Le yail hignlighted tiw gualities of .ynge
and discuesed nia along with chakespeare, lusen add Chekhove
sy an Delisves that synge's descstio practios can ehadle a
Critic to foraulste s serious theoty of drasaes Ia nis Iha Dagk
m $ % (1963}, smyan
sspeaially considers ¢he works of sSynge and sean O'Casey and

Shows how these two drsnshists “wisle ulae Lo SLrlko Lo Bone ~o )
tic note and through our willing ifasginmion try to underaine
our self-satisfaotion” 11. ilimabeth Ccohead studied both ynge

i

1l. Jet oStyan,




and Lady Oregory in (1961), which
is indesd the £irst fullelength study of Synge and ons of his
ook esporaries. Lond mmn had shown ia Johg lilingeon
nge (1964 ), the universal pstterns ia yage's works. These

oriticisms show us more fully than before, the various aspects
of Synge studies. T.R. Henn io The Hacyest of Tragedy has
sssessed the best of tynye's vworks as tragjedy “reduced to its
aloplust axcmu"u v Eurcher exadined “gerxtain facoka,
theories and assugptions regssding thw asture of the fora which

i3
wa tera, loosely Trxagedy* - In
(1968 ), \san Saddlenyer has brought out the coiflicts between

dreas and agtuslity in syage's works whils believing thst for
Synge's charagtsss, “lmsgination becose a utug.ﬂ“-

1970 baing the centenary year of Synye, has beeu prolific
20 £ax a8 Synge oriticlsq is goncexrned. Sesides the publicagions

of two centenary volumes s J,
{Dublin 1971) and june

NT1-100) (Beirut, 1971) ediced Dy Hermn Mauxiae and S.B.

]

12. T.R.Henn, The Hatveet of Tragedy (London, 1966), #» 201.

13. Hean, “Iatzodugtion™, w Pe Rie

M. MDD Seddlenyer, J.iies {(Vublin, 1968),
P 37‘“.
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bubhrul ruapectiveliy, wheis axe Somme sigaillonnt works on
yDges Hobla eltoo 1o The wKACARIS Of Jerieariig (1971) end
JeMaypde and his world (1971, has craced the beckground of
aynge's 1ife and life's expsrienced whiach slton believes,
aynge has Lranalated iLoto his woKkks. hobest O'Lriscoll’s book
(1971), 4s a
new approath to the study of 20ch gsatuzy Ixish dramm. e holds

that “greast momats of thestriosl achievesrac hawe often colnw~
clied with wea-ats of naticial excitessnt sad Leasion” and
"thestre 13 the form of liteXsture which mpkes the Acst direct
ispact on the psople” and "begomes ultlo.stely thw acans by which
mmzma:mmwuuwmm Mn weddleayer
ediced (1971) Synge's lecters written to Malre O'Welll wnile

anabling u for the £izst tiwms “to dhsexwe the wm-“- An

iaportant bicyrayhioal study oa synge enticled, W naie dahg ¢
i was puolished in 1974 cdiced

by »Ared Carpenter. SLAROS SyRgEe ¥Was 8D enigas £o his CoRLepOoe
Laxies, feaw gould know what oynge was during hi:e lifecime.. Lugh

o il v ol bl e v ok e ol Bk ] YR R R T TR CE Y ¥ RIS W W M el W W IR MO Wk g o

1S, Robery ma:mx, “Igcroduck ion”,
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s studly therefore deserves specisl mation.uf gourse, :dward
stephens snd Jrens were pionesxs in this fisld. In 1959, cthey
Published, Jernua JM7i-1908 which inspired others to undes-
take similer task so that more fagorantion gould be gathered
sbout Synge the ash. Yeldos Thiontoh has ssudied the religlious
Mileu of synye's youth sad the religious consens of his
(1978 )e Higholas
Jrene has aade & wery sigalficant study bogn of synge snd his
(1975 ). Jamas
(1976)

though alasd st explicating He.B.Yeak's ldeas o theatre, had
mede an inportant chesrvetion on J,M:uyhge wno Red aramatised
the thems of individuality criumphing owver social qoastiaints

in Ihe iall of Sim Gelnts, Ihe Tiokex's :iadding 24 his mesgec.
opaa~ . M sttepts have

baen asds to Tevesl yage through the ares of his conLeporaries
in the way of interviews and recollections. Si.R.Rodgess's 1pigh
LARSKSEY POrsXalies (1972), and aeHeMiXhall's JoileyRQeilnverviens

$nd _Regollsations (1972;, axe books of this XKind.
syoge cricicism aid aock comfine iuself Lo synage alone.

A DEN PEESDAOLIVE SaXguds

17. James ii. Fleanery, HallaXates fvig buss OF 8 LheMEe
{rale university *ress, 1976), e 3.
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S0 Begkatt (1978) by Kecharine wokth hes shown, how £Xoa she
themstic point of view, ynge's plays stand vexy close o those
of MHasterlinak's. MoXeower "on the visual aide 00, Synge hes
scxong effinities with Masterlinok, vests and the French Static
m"”.

In the 808, we have ‘ugena Benscfl's Dook, J.MeSYOgR
(1982), and T,0.Briva’s :

{1982). Banson has studied the life and works of iynge. And

his disoussion ou the major plays of the playwright is indeed,
stimulat inge SANOs the Doolt 48 a receit publication, the writer
1s privileged to be fasiliaxr with the nitherxto published orici-
GCisa o uyhiyewe This familiazity has added ach Lfmparcsioe to
this work. O«drien has showiy, how Jynge's pessant oF folk dEbaas
have Jresented, sgainst the Dack jEound of Ratulu, cthe thenss
vwhich axe of udivelssl GOUCErl « wynge has croated asa and
wolsn axi lovested them with passiocin, poscky aad orucality while
fusing the txagic and comic Pactarns.

idyage ariticliam ia not restricgeed to these critical works
alone. “any articles have besn published from t¢ioe to time in
Alfferent periodicsls shd Jourmsls sspecislly 18 NOOAKR _LEB.

b

e iy - iy

18, Xathsriane wWworth, The IEish jxaa
{The Athlons Press
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Hevigw, v explore the doasin of wynge licexat uxe.

This PIesant SUcYey Shows WG S10Ce syage’s own tias,
Synge ariticiss hes Deso asking » ocRsistent and CONRiRUOUS
vvalustion of .yage 8o that *this uncouth, sxrogest figuse,
with tha scul of a post and the nsinsts of & em*” 09“14
be brought to the wblic imsge snd be established guite reason-
sbly "as a ohu&w‘m- Nevertheless thexs is rYoom inr fuxther
studies un this licexXsxy sxtist. This present stuly on Syige's
vision of life s uptill now an ubgaloged gkage hen
we use the word *vision', wo dc sot use At in & spiritusl or
Setaphysical coanotation. vy vislon, we dwaid how Syihge was

looking et life and pressntiag his cbsarvatioa {a sexas of his

literaxy woarks. There 18 oo “icex withouk a vision of life

w":l- This has besn the ressuid wiy I have gonaeitrsted on

wyinje's vision of life. It is t.m." CO BYBAY Whbwwmt maibi o oL

19. Denis Yohnst mi

Coluvibia o m ‘Y M T e b
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CEf ex elieonou QU Lo SO0 L, 0iteit, Lhese he LLIusLEstes,
OLIWES e lueaves N Shadow OF eXCiwieu w:}@,\_al&tilf“x" S Ay
kUt e are @0 "alilil B LW WN0le Faige O UG X uKiRnge 4

_ _ ) 23
senrual, ennional, wral, intaelivciual, s-irjuealr” 18 80
exception Lo Lthaif. it With Jhokabptare, What e axaiulies
“Tpesms to enlatye rathor than 11 Ao our ex sl iueaoe” “. R (P
s wap vhe livig wor ki, 't prlaarily looked s ilfe £2c¢a
the vantage Jroand of the raa xlxose £ @ ukne, buiolw
condiyg to Lhe sran telends, he uxgloged liie oa i wn Al
g LRE g dlteratulas 118 . Lo VABALE fullneg wviisiwd and
dee enad rds vislon of llzee fufe he Job '3 viB.un Of el Bodad
Loobrie Gh Al ACEQuUS Lind BULESWE . e 4y AW 1AWE Ul 5 CuablEy
whele the Lwils hid ake Lilled J.th "vojud Skl 8L Al A
SGuish® sl Ne suG Ll jluens with wNuekL V*Lalit.y"“- N 9L T
AEE LI A DO B 8 JLlaywEs Bt Gie esefedti. lhky bk
Lhe 1 Jbluwd i oLk B0t L aikd wuly efbdowed Wiy "lygic
AN IRGLY aB wall a6 "hilstrionie wewraswnt'e dle thie lokmsy
WaB XubBjaisivle IO the EOWL of wals a-sl . /iknje 86 cuets, the

latter jave L' s the expression of Jfs whistse k8 had Lheg

B P - B R b L. AL

22e itaddey e G
23 béﬂ. s e de
Z4e laddey i'e 4s

236 Rele iy, Eiv 8 ot fibiu, e 110
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goctic lasulse sad “the gighe dramatiq percestvion of 1i£0'S
gRowLh snd %‘J-iﬁ!ﬁ_“_zgu TG Yeols Jroams 48 not an lodependent
torn of art. it 48 closely aliicd Lo Outly axd 168 Dusiness 1s

Lo ke use of PoBLEY IO aXpRuBSing ks Sssence, sypliic and
realicy of 1ifee /8 drauitist Leb.7esL8 way always in favour of
imaginak fon ancdd oetfy ajainsc the reallssa snc naturalisa of
Srose drama. in ede YemA's olays, we get two lifevisions.

™m the £irst >lace cnis lifevision ariscs ouwmt of the Ussllic

legends and dyths (which he interyproted lo Niie ouwn wayl. And
sueondly this vision of lile has maaifested itaelf in cervain

unexplorcd laws of aature {;8ychie phenomnal aad latet povers
in gan suweh as the spiritual body taking ¢ axxol ol the physicsil
wdye dests's knowledge L the spirftual essene of lifs which
frecs man {gon earthly aadaje while vasuging *Jirvana’, in
wihvich che loweK self o cead, s, Uxieal, a very ealighteonsd
reallisativie ynge's athedsa «rhaps stood in Wis8 #ay in eawtero
Sf Uikt adliy wthds ecaihysical awaon Lok wiw Owidal LBy s
Sige slunged deey UG Lne lilie W Lie elsantly Wwhich yave hia

Lthe real auowledge of vhe ftundemental truths of llite while

enlarging ani despeniag nis lifevision. .ynge saw drams “g8

26e "taurice Hourgeolis, Jelles did the 1Eish Theguxe, e 42+
Vigalius aing.
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28. ¥or he “satered into

husen aacure in all its ;.uwuuy"”o In ths seascial changes
and the play of light and shade, synge wove the tragic and
cumia petterns of his plays and presented his vision of life
vhich is powtic and subpel to sarthly sealicy of “gett ing snd
spending®. The poetic vision has edodied the iflasginstive
aspacts of l1ife to bs found in lowe, pssaichnaste liie and linger-
ing for fresdoms Md ia the vislion of cthe surface reslicy is
found “"the llving world", and “the asked reailties of material
oxiatcm."m. whels youth and s e, life aid soxtality, illusion
and realicy facs each other and ygo hand in hande. A oynge vas
successful to uaite the contraries "which £0F Yeats were at the
core of all grest m*’l'

T have heen apecially interxested in Lynge's vision of
1ife because of the comexistence in it of thw poetic and surface

27. sSean O‘Tm, “aynqc & the ides of a Hastional Thestxe",
e d: RADSLS , od. ”{Brm' e 2o
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28, nobin kelton, Tne 'KAtinde of JoitdRe Ve 40
(Isalioe alng

29. Zlizabeth Coshesd, Lad
(Macaillan, 1961},

30s Robert 0'uriscoll, Yests's cunception of synge®, sunsning and
the ! ‘s s Gde Sushxui, p. léb.

3l Ibid, p. 1@.
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aspects of life. All cruative artists nore or lesg have
enshrined in their works two lifevisions. What la lndeed
striking in synge is that all the principal characters

are governed by a wonderful zest for life which glves the
lie vo iLife’s negative aspects like mutablility and oxta-
lity. while living asong Lthe AXan Jeoole, Synge yot a new
vision wailch woved hid HiF_blf being a dying man, he chose
the living worlad ifor nis text. And nis characters set &
Jositive force against'the grim nejetives of lite,
orocaliaing the poetic aspects which can redeem life from

the pangs of physical suffering and death. And now synge

is "not merely of one country or oné aye, out for all

nankind“ . 32

32. »lan 2rice, "~ surwey ot Rgceat work on J.HM.oynge
.;Suns'ninu and the Moon's Lelight ed. bushrud, pe. 295.




