INTEODUCTION

The western part of the b rshmaputra valley in
former times was included in the ancient kingdom of Kimarapa
and from the thirteenth to the fifteenth centuries A.Ds the
whole tract upto the Karatoydl seems still, as a rule, to have
formed a single kingdom, but the name had been changed from
Kamaripa to Kamata,2 The Muhemmadan historians, as observed
by Gait,® sometimes speak as if the temms Kimarupa and Kimata
vere mmomﬂ:emmmmsuﬁ
different territories,® The comnected account of the Kamata.Xogh
torritory may, hovwever, be obtained since the time of the
destruction of the Khyan (Khen) dynasty by Hussaln Shah, ruler
of Gauda, who claimed himself as 'Conqueror of Kamru, Kamata,
Jajnagar and Odisa’ on his coins issued in 899, 915 snd 919
Hijri (corresponding to M98, 1509 and 1513 A.D¢>) ana the
establishment of a new dynasty at Kamat@pura under Visvasisha,
a Hindui sed Koch Chieftain shortly afterwards (¢ 1530 A.D.)%,
The dynasty vas known as Naraysnl following assumption of the
title Narayans by the ralers since the tine of Naraniriysna,
the son and macoessor of Visvasinha, Narsnaraysna vho vas
ecredited to have kept in tact the kingdom of his father, is
sald to have made Reghudeva, his nephew the governor of a
portion of his kingdom extending from the Sadkosa to the
Badnadl in 1581, Raghudeva assumed the title Kamavupesvara’



in 15838 A,D, during the reign of Naranaraysna, but after his
death he (Raghudeva) declared independence and strueck coins in
1530 Saka 1.0, 1588 A,D,® The siccessors of Nawenarayana,
however, (1,0, the main 1line) to the western part of the
andivided Kapata Kingdom with the Sankosa as its eastern boundary
and Koch Bihar as its nucleus region, We have confined our
study to the history of the dynasty estaclished by Visvasisha
vhose successors were known as Narayanl kings and who continued
to rule to the east of the Safkogs river till the conclusion of
the Anglo.Koch Treaty in 1773 A.D. &Sinece then the mlers of
Koech Bihar attained the status of native rulers of British Indla,

The Koch territories to the west of the Saikoga
river appears to much bigger in area than the native gtate of
Koch Bihar® (1.0, Cooch Behar) vhich lies between 25967%40"
and 26°32'20" N and 88947'40" and 89°54'36" K,

The extension of the Kingdom of Naranarayana, as
siggested by HoChowdharyl® on basis of the Vmisivalls seems
% have been axaggerated, Most of the conguests attriduted to
Narsnarayana hovwever, were no better than plundering ralds,

The testimony of Abul Fasl, as also held by S Bhattasharyys,
is conclusive in regpect of the Wrritorial limits of Koch BEihar
‘on the east is the river B rehmaputra, on the north is lover

Tibet and Assam, on the south is Ghoraghat and on the west is
T4rhut;3d The boundaries of Koch Bihar as given in the B sharlstin
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generally tally with that derived from the Akbamnimsh, Juipar
(Uaxcong of Rencil's Map Ho,6; sbout 26 miles north of the new
town of Koeh Bihar, was possibly tho north.castern frontier fort
of Koch Bihar at this time,12 atephen Cacella (1625.37) mentions
'Redinate’ (Hang@adi Joygeon, in western Juar 20 miles north.west
of the modesn town of alipurdnar) was the northewnmost Limit of
the Eoch territory during Lekeninaraysns’s time, On the south
tho regions of Ehitazbaend and Eibisdbend which were included in the
Koeh Kingdom under Baradareysna were seised by the Mughals in the
initial stage?® and jagkag Ohoraghat becume an Imperial fronties
post, To the cast the Jsnkoss was the traditionsl frontier of the
Koeh Kingdom, The Labarisiapl® refers to the Xhontaghat agganad
&8 included 1o Parfkeitnarayana’s reslm, wheroes the Zathivye'®
makes Khontaghst as the eastemn boundary of Koeh Bihar, 0N the
wvest the boundary does not appear to be well marked, aAbul Fasl
rethor vaguely says that Tizhut wes the wstem limit, From the
Eaihine®® we leam that Patgenv (Patgong, sbout 20 miles to the
wost of the lew town of Koch £ ihar vide Reanell®s Map No,8) was
the westemn frontier of king Frapsnaraymna’s domain,

It is seld that physiography moulds the geographie
base for human activities and settloments, The googrephie
personality of a roegion is erected over the base, From » geographiecal
point of viow the kingdom of Kamata may bde divided into two shamply
defined Zones . the Dramaputra valley, ani the territory lying to the
wvost of it end resohing apto the Karatoya, The general topography and
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physical features of the former region which may be sald to
begin east of the confluence of the Sankoga with the

-

5 pehmaputra which became the kingdem .rw
Raghudevan@rayada since 1510 Sska as noticed eaxliesr, It is
almost of triangular shape, with teryitoxies centering round
Sadiya as the apex, and those bordering on the Garo and the
Ehdsia Hills on the sputh and the South.west as the base,
Regarding the physical features of this region, it presents
*the peculiarity of a perfeet plain, stuadded with numerous
clumps of hills rising s@ruptly from the genersl level, and
surrounded vy lofty mountains, and intersected in all possidle
directions by innurersble stremms and rivulets, which, issuing
from the Lorder mountains at length empty themselves into the
great channel of the Brshmsputra's, The lands hawving the
alluvial deposits of the B rahmaputra and 1ts tributaries are
very extensive and of grest fextility and elevation, The most
typiecal of the fertile alluvial plains is the vast Kajali plain
(Howgong) which stretehes for a distance of 42 kos east to west,
ascording to the suthor of the Psthiyye'’ whieh fomed the
territory of a poverful Bhuyan chief in whose family Saikaradeva,
the Vaignava refommer vas bommn, Other alluvial plains are on
the benks of the Badnadl and the Manas and these sppear to have
been covered with extensive jungles during the Mughal periods,

The Manas rises in the Bhutan hills and after a
vinding course falls into the b rahmaputra, Jegighopa which
stands near the confluence of the two streams, has always been



a place of great strategic importance, Further east of the
Manas is the Bagnadi, vhich is famous in Persian and Asssmese
chronicles as making the eastern boundary of Kamarapa kingdom
and aftervards of Mughsl K&maripa,and the vestern frontier of
the Ahonm State',

The territory lying to the west of the Smikoss,
included the native state of Koeh Bihar (or Cooch B char), and
vhich becmme the kingdom of the Narayeni kings (msin line)
sinee the time of Lakaminaraysnas, consists of a lawge
vell.cultivated plain of cblong shape, intersested by numerous
streams, It stretches north and south, and gradually Rarrovs
down till it attains its smallest breadth betwesn the South-vest
and the South.east, Its most striking feature is the general
abgence of hills ang rising grounds, and the conseguent dead
level of the land., The entire tract 1s rather lov and lisble
to inundation, to grard =~gainst which, extensive darriers,
temmed as jlg, Were raised in Mughal times, The Alsmgisnimsh
spesks of dense banboo groves éounding in Koch BEihar very
11ttle of them being Nov seen emeept in the north.eagt, 7™

The river asystem of this area is an important
study and besides the contemporary accounts of the Mughal peried,
the map left by the Dutch §overnor Ven den Broucke in 1660,
Rennell's Bengal Atlas and the more recent maps sipply us with
Ainteresting information,

In the trest west of the great basin of the



B rshmeputra the natural drainage 1is formed north.west to
south.east, Among the prominent rivers Karstoya, as ve have
slready noticed, formed the westermmost boundary of Pragjyotise
Kamaripa. It s shown in Van DOn Broocke's map of Eengal as
flowing into the Ganges, This mast have been the course of the
rivew in Mirsa Nathan's time, Bat that course has undesgone
& great change, EBefore the great flood of 1787 it alssharged
the vater of the Trisrota (1,6, Tista) into the Atreyl mnd
then into the Ganges, Dut vhen after the flood the msin stremm
of the Tista changed its course and broke away to the east, the
Karatoya became a stream of minor importance,®

0f the other rivers mentioned in the Al amgirnamsh
one asppears to be, as suggested by l.'.amllm’. the
bDharla (or Durlsh or Dhorla), which riges in the Bhutem hills
and flovws through Pagong followving South.easterly airection
and ultimately empties into the 5 reimeputrs, skirting the
Ehitazband pargenah in the wegt, It played a significant part
in pre-Mughal and in Mughal times, Kamatapurs >, the faned
capital of the Koch rulers; sometimes identified with
Kamarupanegara the oapital of the Pala mlers of lMl.u
stood on 1ts west bank and 41ts extengive ruins were ob served
by Hamilton in 1809, The places like Mogul Hat ete, on its
bank seams to suggest thut the river figured prominently alse

in Mughal days,

The river Sankosa (1,6, Sankosh) finds mention



in the Persian and Kogh Chronicles as well as in the Assamese
Bﬂ!. 1% marked the physical boundary between the State of
Koch Bihar and 1ts offshoot Kamariipa 88 also perheps the cultural
barrier between Beéngal and the north.east frontier trast,®® The
course of the Sankosa as given in Rennel's Atlas vas not vexy
different from what we get from MiIrsa Nathan's work, It rises
from the BEhutan hills flovs in a southvard direction forming
the eastern boundary of the Kosch realm and joins the Ershmsputra
along the eastemn Lorder of Bhitarvend, It was a stream of consl.
derable length and velume during the Mughal Conguest of Kamarupa
and the rebals used to take asylum in Xoch Eilhar after crossing
the rives,33

m:.’ﬁ of the north-east frontier region is
greatly varied in charaster, The most of the territory to the
vest of the Senkosa consists of a mixzed free soil mnd is
composed of light frisdle loam, siparimposed on a deep bed of
pure sand, It is very fertile and the Almmgiznamsh sand the
Esfhiyys both testify to the sbundance and productivity of
Koch Bihar state of the time, 8tephen Cacealla, the Jomit
traveller, wvho visited the Koch Capital in 1636.27 speaks sbout
the density of population and sbundanee of the negessaries of
1ife there,

The rainfall in this region Leing quite heavy and
vell.distributed, the cultivator hardly needs artificial
irrigation for his crop, Occasionally during the tobacce



ssason in winter the ascumulated water are lifted by dons for
irrigating tobacco-fields, The Persien Chroniclers spesk of
the sslubrity and mildness of the climate of Koch Bihar in

unmi stekkable temms, this have nothing but aversion and fear for
the general unhealthy air of Assmm,

These are the geographical bases of the KamstaXoeh
texritory with vhich ve are concerned, The present work will
primarily be a study of socio-economic, realigious and
admini strative history of the region, Though a nusber of
contributions have been made by the scholars to ‘©:¢ some isolated
provlems of the region, particularly of the post.B ritish period,
vexy little vork has so far been attempted to the period under
our investigation, Among some pioneer works mention may be
made here of Eiward Gadt's 4 Jistaxy of Assam, Harendransraysn
Chowdhury's Tha Cooch B ehas Stale sod Ats Land Rtveons Settlement,
Khan Chowdhury Amsnatulla Ahmed' IM (B engald)
Ling, T2, as i jllatory of Coocoh Behap by 8.C.0hosdl] and
Sofl Bhattacharyya's A lilstoxy of Mughal Hortheihatszn
Exontiex PollaY.

The ascounts of Koch Bihar from the time of its
contast with the HEnglish lttﬂllgflﬂtha:duot
phairyendranaraysna onvards are well.documented, but its history
prior to that date is to be gleaned m"urun sources, Again,
these sources often conflict among themselves and are subject to



different interpretations. But ingpite of these difficulties
they supply us vith sufficient infommation which help us %o
reconstzuct the history of the region, Among these sourees,

the following may be mentioned s w Wﬁg
different Raxyas of the Wshabhazsks and Puranas written by the
Court poets and others; various Ymisavalls 1ike Rijsvsisevall,
Brhat Rajavemsaveli, Samdraniraysna's Vensavall (ox
Darrang-Raja Vensavall), Kamssipe.Vensavall, Osndharvanarayana's
Vanssyall eto.) u-m MRS b U, SO0SLSCRIL.

beslides the indigenous ntm'm the
accounts left by the Muglinm Chroniclers and other travellers
are no less important, Among these a few vorks may be noted

here; Tsbagi-i-Nasiri, Tusuk.i.Jshingiel, Mirss Nathwn's
~aharistan-1.0hapd, Alo-ieAkbari, Adarnmnsh P adl iabasash
'“EL" ‘Abriyys, Blyamig.Salatin, ete, and accounts of

the Travellers like Stephen Cacella, Ralph Fiteh, Ven den B roucke,
ote, The earlier ascount left by Hiunen Ts’eng may also be teken
into aecount in this connestion, In addition to the litersture,
land grants, a few inscriptions and last but not the least

in importence, the numimmatic evidence supply us with very
interesting informmation regarding socio-economic condition of

the region, The information left by the early ~ritish writers



also form an additional corrective to those ve derive from
other source,

With these sources proper vwe attempt to embark
upon our study by the different aspects of the history of
the Kamata.Koeh BEihar, The present work consists of five
Ghapters, The Introduction is followed by a Chapter coanected
vith the provlems relating to the oxigin of the peoples,

Next, there is a Chapter on the Historical B askground
vhich is based upon the latest informmation avallable in respeet of
the policies of the rulers towards the Mughal, Ahoms and Ehatan,
This is folloved by another on the religion and sttempt has been
nade to discuss the various infilnences that were brought to bdear
upon the religions of the people, The next Chapter is divided
into two sections, The first section deals with the fommation
of the society and the swocations of the people aslong with some
other probleams like sati rites and mlavery, while in the second
section we diseuss the edugational condition of the country
laying emphasis on the gmswth of literatures by the Court poets
and the Vaimava reformers, The last Chapter is concemed with
‘the economic 1ife of the people,

The Appendices contain some interesting discussion
relating to the Administration of the country and the numismatic
experimonts of the rulers,

Lastly, ve present a map of this region which will,
ve think, be of some help for the proper undlrulndtngftho areas
under our study.



1 The Karatoya vas regarded as the vestern boundary of
Pragjyoti saXmmarups from the 7th contury A.Ds The
evidences of the Chinese Iangeiba, and the Kdlikapurana
and Yogini Tantra may be cited in this conneetion,

See D.C.Sircar, Studies Ao the Geogrephy of
Abcient and Medieval Iodla, 2nd ed., Delhi, 1971, pp.161 ff,
cf, Uttarasyms Kahjagirih Karatoyd ta paseime | V.17
Tirthasrestha Dikgn nadl purvasymi giri Tirthasrestha Dikm nadl purvasyai giri Kanyske
Wr

Kamarpa iti khystah msmV ll.ﬂt., | Ved8
——————-—-—i———-——ﬁ-——_

Yogini Tentra (ed) S.,S5.Saraswati, Calcutta,

1386 b engall San, Pt.II1 Palsls XX
1,6, Kimariipa 18 bounded in the north by the Kanjegiri
(probsbly Kanchenjunga) in Nepal., in the west by the
Karatoyd, in the east by the Dikm river (identified with
the pikhu meeting the E rahmaputra near 5ibsagar, Assam)
and in the south by the confluenee of the - ramaputra snd
the Laksa (1,8, the Lakhyad), The Kalikapursns (Ch,38,
V8, 122.23) Lalitaskanta (associated with the hill streams
of Sandhya) as the westemn boundary of Kamarupa, BSee
D.CoSircar, Jog.glls and also €f, the legend of
Durlgbhenarayaia and his suecessors as rulers of the
Kamata Kingdom, (Gait, ) Nistory of ARSIR, Scd ed, 1963,



Reprint, Calcutts, 1967, ppedd).

2 cf, Kamata shown as 'Jaine de Comatah® or 'Comakay’ in some
of the old Maps of Eongal e.8s that exbrased in the Magni
Mogolis Imperium of i alaev's Ihaskzim OXbis Iexxasum, Amsterdsm,
1660 (Wule and Bumell, new ed,, W, Crooke, HSbseaiobaon,
Delhi, 1969, p,239).

3 B Osit, gpacifies PPedS-ds

4 cf, ohsonedsbach, 204 6y Pe248, In the thirteenth century
the TdbagM.i.lasiri (T2, by Reverty, Vol,I Repriat,
Delhi, 1970, pp.565€3-63) refers to the country of LinEnd
(or KamER), vhich asscording to the RivimsiS-Salatin (Tw. by
Abdns Sslam, Delhi, Reprint, 1976, p,66 fn 3), lay to the
eagt of the river called Namakdi identified by bElochmanm
wvith the river Karstoya (Gonfixibutions o the Geogxaphy and
lilstory of L opgal, Calcutta, 1968, p.99),

5 H.N,wright, Cakalocue of the Colna 10 lndiasn Miseum, Vol.II,
Pe 178 A.Wiotham and R.Friel, Catalogue of the Pinvincial
Cabinst of Colos, Assm (Supplementary), pp.M48.52, The
names of Kamaripa (Kamru) and Kiémata al so occur in both the
Malda Madrass and the Kantaduar Inscriptions of Hussain Shah,

Kipesipasfsenavall (o4 P.Nhattacharyys),p.3l fo,

6 Narsparayana, foh and successor of Visvasinha, ascended the
throne on 16566 A,D. (Cf, the evidenece of his coin bearing
1477 Saka) at the death of his father who reigned for 26 years
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sccording to the testimony of the Darrang.Raja.Vemddvall
(Gf, Panciéa bachars prthidT palila tatha, V,273, N.C.Shama
odsy 2RaflEs, Gachati, 1973, p,56),

Acecording to the tradition mentioned by T H.Lewin,
Candana begame king in 1510 A,D, and was followed by his
brother Vidvasihha who ascended the throne in 1523 and reigned

asloed for 31 years, AD Asseunt of the Kech lhax Stake,

Koeh Bihar, 1876, b 1l

M, Neog (eds), REAGYA SASSRANALL, DPe3,143

Cf, Naraysnl Coins of Rsghudeva bearing Seka 1510 known to
be the date of his ascession (5,C.Chosal, A lilstoxy of Consh
Eshag, Cooch B ehar, 1942, p,345),

AlDedeikbazl mentions Kimroop, which is cslled Kimroo sad
Kamatah falls within the domains of the Koch Kings (tm,
Jarvett, Vol IIl, pe117)s Mirsa Nathan, the author of the
Hahacl sbieleGharhl spesks of Lakmiinarayana and Pariksitaaraysna
as the Rajas of Kamata and Kamarupa respectively and sometimes
uses the Eogh to signify both the domains (MS. p.357a).

Abdul Himia Lahori, the author of the PAdimbabnilah, 15 the
first persian suthor who uses the tems Kegh Bihax end ESmEins
to discriminate between the two Koch States . the orxiginal

one estaslished by Visvasimha snd the lstter carried out of
1% by his grandson Raghndeva, (See, Padishabmimah, Ihe
History of Indls, Vol.VII, HM,Elliot ed, by J,Dowson,
Allshsbad, First Indlen Bdition, 1964,p.66),



The word Koch.Vihara (1,6, KEoch Bihar or Cooch B ehar)
stands for the 'abode or land of the Koches', It may also
mesn 'the land of sporting or dallisnce with the Koshes', and
it has 'a mythical allusion to the Vihar of God Mshadeva
vith the Koch dmmsels, In fast the same God is dessribed
in mythology to be the progenitor of the present line of
rulers of Cooeh B ehar', HJN,Chowdhury, Ihe Coogh b ehar Staks
A0d A%s land Revepne Settlensot, Cooch U char, 1908, pels
Hapillton observes that 'in order to distinguish this Vihar
from the large territory of the same nName near Patna, it has
been usual to call it Koeh Vihar (Coos Beyhar . Cf, Rennell's
Atlas)', sometimes also Nij Vihar, Hamilton also holds that
‘the name of Kugha Vihar is doubtlessly derived, though
the people nov know nothing of it, from the Buddhist
monastery or Yihags which exigted there in ancient times,
as did the provinee of Behar from another monastery near
Gaya, or at Behar', [ Dr, Buchanan Hamilton's jggount of
Rapgpus (Rangpura) ed. by PeJenkins in J,A.8.B., No,73,

1838, pe15 .7

10 HJN.Chowdhury, QRasifis,p.232,

11 _AkbazninafEng, tr.,B everidge, New Delhi, Reprint, 1973,
Vol III, p. 1067,

12 SKBhuyan (eds), LabirlatiDeieGhaibl, Vol,II, Gauhati,
1938, p.837.
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1Rdds 4P 212

dadaieli,y 1872, p.6G6,

1Ridey Pp.6B-66,

8,8 hattasharyya, 9paitespebe

178 JadaiiaBay 1873, peGS.

8 86

21

I.8arkar, Agpects of Histoxigal GeoRzaphy of

Pﬁ:“ﬁﬂ"‘ upa from Barly & Medieval Records,

(Unpublished doctoral thesis of NB.U,, 1983), 8.V,

Karatoya, pp.131 ff,

8, Bhattasharyya, 0psGits,ppeteTe

PJX . hattacharyya, SSudy of a Leu Geogxaphical names

of Noxth Bengal ete, (Paper presented at the

Inten.University Seminar on Geographical Fasctors in

Indlan History held at the A.I,H.C,, Calcutta University,

lo@2),

PN, Bhattasharyys, Edmarups Sasendvall, pe3le

Cf, the statement of E Hemilton, qguoted in Martin's
Zastexn Llndisy VolldI, p.383,

SN hattasheryya, Qpaghte,pes.

The 2adbios (Jadeliia, 1873, p,66) says "Koch Eihar is
vallknown for its exeellent water and mildness of elimate®,




