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TarikaJain 

New Evidences from the Kerala Migration Survey, 2018 
41 The Kerala Migration Survey 2018 undertaken by the Centre for Development 

Studies, sheds light on the various issues concerning migration and mobility, 

based on a large-scale sample survey of 15,000 households. 

- S Irudaya Rajan, KC Zachariah 

The Invisible Barriers to India's Educational Reforms 
so Three decades of pedagogical reforms have failed to translate the 

learner-centred vision of national documents into reality due to 

entrenched cultural mindsets restricting a shift in India's education system. 

- Suzana Brinkmann 

Postscript 
61 Satvik Gade on the role of socially engaged art; Anu Kumar's reflection on 

her life-long fraught relationship with food; Pranathi Diwakar discovers the 

"other" side of her city, Chennai; and Last Lines by Ponnappa. 
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Recent Shenanigans in Indian Statistics 
10 The instances of data suppression and leaks, in recent times, inadvertently 

reaffirm the integrity and professionalism of the official statisticians, but 

categorically indicate towards ministerial obtrusion in data dissemination. 

-PronabSen 

Indian Fiscal Federalism at the Crossroads 
14 The changing contours of union-state fiscal relations discussed in the 

context of the release of a recent book Indian Fiscal Federalism by Y V Reddy 

and GR Reddy are presented here. - Lekha Chakraborty 

The Politics of Inner Line Permit Extension to Manipur 
18 The extension of the Inner Line Permit by the Bharatiya Janata Party 

government at the centre to Manipur is an attempt to weaken the anticipated 

strong protests in the state against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 

and also, possibly, a means to negotiate the Meiteis' opposition to the 
National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah)'s intricate demand for 
Greater Nagalim. -Batskhem Myrboh 

Comparing Floods in Kerala and the Himalayas 
26 Similarities and differences between the Kerala floods in 2018 and 2019 and 

the Himalayan floods of Uttarakhand and Kashmir in 2013 and 2014, 

respectively, are discussed to suggest a holistic view towards addressing 

floods and dam management in these regions. - Shekhar Pathak 

Ahmedabad's Impact on the Sabarmati River 
33 The Sabarmati river water quality, upstream and downstream of 

Ahmedabad, is analysed to assess the impact of the city on the river water 
quality using monthly data from April 2011 to March 2017. The findings point 

out that the impacts of water pollution caused by the city are borne by 

residents in the peri-urban areas. - Neeru Bansal, R Parthasarathy 

Sanitation and User Charges in Indian Slums 
38 Despite the efforts of successive governments, sanitation coverage remains 

low in India. While several studies have explored the impact of user financing 

on the improvement of sanitation facilities, this article looks at the conditions 

of housing, infrastructure and the surroundings of slums, under which 
different sanitation arrangements are made. - Indranil De 

Working Conditions of Ayahs in Private Healthcare 
46 Ayahs in private hospitals face a precarious life and poor working conditions. 

As caregivers, their work benefits patients and their families as well as 
the hospitals, but the issues they face are paid scant attention to by all 
the beneficiaries. - Hemantika Basu 

Subsidies, Merit Goods and the Fiscal Space for Reviving Growth 
52 Rationalisng non-merit subsidies is one of several deep fiscal reform measures 

that could together free up massive fiscal space that can be used to finance an 

inclusive growth revival strategy. - Sudipto Mundle, Satadru Sikdar 

Assam's Politics and the NRC 
61 A response to "Assam's 2019 Verdict and the Anti-CAB Mobilisations" 

by Akhil Ranjan Dutta (EPW, 28 December 2019) points to long-run strategies 

that the Bharatiya Janata Party and its parent organisation have used to 
consolidate power in Assam. - Deepankar Basu, Debarshi Das 
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An Epistemic Change? Reading the CAA-NRC Protests 
10 An analysis of how the protests against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act and 

the National Register of Citizens points to the epistemic change in the 
political idiom in India. - G N Devy 

Addressing Primary Healthcare Deficiencies 
13 The National Medical Commission Bill, 2019 has neither given an unambiguous 

definition of community health workers nor spelt out how they could be 
effectively utilised for primary healthcare. - Sharmila Mary Joseph 

Can Maharashtra's New Government Prioritise Gender 
Responsive Budgets? 

·, :, 

16 Major gender-related policies in Maharashtra are analysed, and the 
expectations from the new government in the state regarding provisions for 
women are outlined. - Sujata Gothoskar, Seema Kulkarni 

Chhapaak: Of Corrosive Mindsets and the Undying Will of 
the Survivors 
20 The newly released film Chhapaak is used as a vehicle to comment on acid 

attacks as a heinous act and how the survivors brave the brutalities meted 
out to them. - Swati Sehgal 

Envisioning the India of 2047 
29 The graduates of universities eventually fit, by and large, into social positions 

as solid citizens, in spite of the deep uneasiness some of them may continue 
to have with the society. - Shyam Menon 

National Family Health Survey-4 
Seven articles use data from the National Family Health Survey to critically 
assessed issues related to health, fertility and social progress. 

Quality of Data in NFHS-4 Compared to Earlier Rounds 
40 The quality of data from the National Family Health Survey-4 is likely to be 

affected by overstretching of the number of questions administered and the 
increased involvement of commercial agencies. - K Srinivasan, Rakesh Mishra 

Trends, Differentials and Determinants of Child Marriage in India 
53 The government's conditional cash transfer scheme to enhance the value of 

the girl child needs revamping, and is recommended to be routed through the 
educational system in the form of fellowships for the girls, rather than 
disbursing cash incentives to the family. - Sanjay Kumar 

Frequently Asked Questions on Child Anthropometric Failures 
59 An analysis of child anthropometric failure in India finds non-response of 

economic growth on nutritional well-being and greater burden among the 
poor as two fundamental concerns. - Sunil Rajpal, Rockli Kim, Rajan 
Sankar, Alok Kumar, William Joe & S V Subramanian 

Stagnancy in the Unmet Need for Family Planning in India 
65 Trends in the level and nature of the unmet need for contraception, whether 

for spacing or limiting, are examined here on the basis of the data from the 
series of NFHs rounds. - Purushottam M Kulkarni 

Intimate Partner Violence: Effects on Maternity Care and 
Pregnancy Outcomes 
71 Using the National Family Health Survey 2015-16, it is found that intimate 

partner violence has adverse impacts on the pregnancy outcomes, maternal 
and newborns' health, and related healthcare access. - Srinivas Goli, 
Md Juel Rana & Jitendra Gouda 

Postscript 
85 Rajlakshmi Kanjilal and PP Vijayalakshmi on how the film Delhi Safari 

raises pertinent questions about the felling of trees in Aarey; Isha 
Bhallamudi questions whether Vijay Deverakonda's film choices have disrupted 
the misogyny in contemporary Telugu cinema; Yunus Yacoob Lasania on the 
"foreigners" who have contributed to making Hyderabad a melting pot of 
cultures; and Last Lines by Ponnappa. 

EDITORIALS 

A Longer Wait for Rescuing the Economy .. ...... 7 
The Tone and Tenor of the Election Campaign 

F::~~:i~.~~~;~·~;~·~~~·~~~~f< ...... 8 

F:::::g :::::::: ·.::::/~/(~= :~><·.'.~:::: 
ALTERNATIVE STANDP~INT ( \·. ~~ ' .. 

An Epistemic Change? ilea.ding the. : · / 
1 _,j:J:AA-NRC Protests -GN Devy ..... '.: .......... . , ... , ... '10 

\ .l, • 

COMMENTARY ', .: . ) ' 

Addressing Primary Healthc'are-De~iencies: 
Role of Community Health Providers 
-Sharmila Mary Joseph ........................... .... ..... 13 
Can Maharashtra's New Government Prioritise 
Gender Responsive Budgets? 
-Sujata Gothoskar, Seema Kulkarni ........ ... .. .... 16 
Chhapaak: Of Corrosive Mindsets and the 
Undying Will of the Survivors-Swati Sehgal.. .... 20 

REFEREES CONSULTED IN 2019 ...................... .... .. 23 
BOOK REVIEWS 

Critique of the New Consensus Macroeconomics and 
Implications for India (India Studies in Business 
and EconomicsJ-Synthesising Macroeconomic 
Ideas for Policy-RB Barman ............................ 24 
A Debate to Remember: The US-India Nuclear 
Deal-The Indo-US Nuclear Deal: A Closer Look 
-Sukumar Muralidharan .............................. .. .. 26 

PERSPECTIVES 

Envisioning the India of 2047 -Shyam Menon ...... 29 

NATIONAL FAMILY HEALTH SURVEY-4 

Twenty-five Years of the NFHS: Lessons for 
the Future-S lrudaya Rajan .................... ...... ... 36 
Quality of Data in NFHS-4 Compared to 
Earlier Rounds: An Assessment 
-K Srinivasan, Rakesh Mishra .................. ....... 40 
Demographic and Health Diversity in the Era of SDGs 
-KS James, S lrudaya Rajan, Srinivas Goli.. .... 46 
Trends, Differentials and Determinants of 
Child Marriage in India: Evidences from 
Large-scale Surveys-Sanjay Kumar ............ .. .. 53 
Frequently Asked Questions on Child 
Anthropometric Failures in India-Sunil Rajpal, 
Rockli Kim, Rajan Sankar, Alok Kumar, 
William Joe, S V Subramanian .................... .. ..... 59 
Stagnancy in the Unmet Need for Family Planning 
in india-Purushottam M Kulkarni .......... .. .. .. ..... 65 
Intimate Partner Violence: Effects on Maternity 
Care and Pregnancy Outcomes in India 
-Srinivas Goli, Md Juel Rana, Jitendra Gouda .... 71 
Household Assets and Wealth Quintiles, India 
2006-16: Insights on Economic Inequalities 
-Udaya Shankar Mishra, William Joe .... .. .... ..... 77 

CURRENT STATISTICS . ... .............................. ....... .. 83 
POSTSCRIPT 

Delhi Safari and the Animals of Aarey 
-Rajlakshmi Kanjilal, PP Vijayalakshmi (85), 
Rowdy without a Cause? -Isha Bhallamudi (86), 
Heterogeneous Hyderabad: From Irani Chai to 
Habshi Halwa-Yunus Yacoob Lasania (87), 
Last Lines (88) 

APPOINTMENTS/PROGRAMMES 
ANNOUNCEMENTS ... .... . ....... .. ......... . ........... . ........ 89 
LETTERS ...................... ... . ... ..... .. ... .. ...... .. .... ...... ... .... 4 

36



FEBRUARY 15, 2020 I VOL LV NO 7 

Supreme Court Judgment on Reservations 
7 The implementation of reservations is constitutionally mandated and cannot 

be left to the state's discretion. 

LIC's Stake Sale 
8 Is the proposed public offering of uc's stake anything more than a 

political stance? 

Climate Change Is Uninsurable, So, What Should We Do? 
10 With climate change disasters being uninsurable, the Warsaw International 

Mechanism on Loss and Damage can be a possible solution. 
-Avinash D Persaud 

Curbing Stubble Burning: Examining Possible Policy Interventions 
11 The root cause of stubble burning and the lapses on the part of the central and 

state governments in controlling it are examined. - Devinder Sharma 

Rainwater Harvesting Benchmarks 
14 Carefully designed rainwater harvesting systems can reduce water stress and 

help in the management of water crises in major South Asian cities, home to 
about a quarter of a billion people. -Achintya Ray 

Between Adhyatmik and Political Hindutva 
17 Notwithstanding the inclusive character of the Telangana Rashtra Samithi's 

articulation of ''Adhyatmik Hindutva," its electoral feasibility and social 
desirability remain questionable. - P Manikanta 

CAA-NRC-NPR and Its Discontents 
25 The combination of CAA with NPR-NRC would produce consequences that are 

detrimental to the stable and harmonious functioning of our society and policy. 
- Mihir Desai 

Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana: A Critical Analysis 
31 Analysing the available data, the performance of the PMMY against its 

objectives is assessed, and it is observed that the PMMY has not altered 

secular trends in lending to the target segments. - Deep ti George 

Undertrial Prisoners in Bihar: A Study of Liquor Ban Arrests 
38 Following the liquor ban in Bihar in 2016, many people from Dalit and Adivasi 

backgrounds who were arrested have been behind bars under exaggerated 
charges or because of procedural lapses by visiting legal aid lawyers. 
- Praveen Kumar, Vijay Raghavan 

FDI Spillovers on Technical Efficiency of Manufacturing Firms 
42 Using stochastic frontier analysis, the impact of foreign direct investment on 

technical efficiency of Indian manufacturing firms during two sub-periods, 

1994-2001 and 2002-10, is investigated. -Manoj Pant, Sanghita Mondal 

Muslim League in Kerala: Exploring the Question of'Being Secular' 
50 The political trajectory of the Indian Union Muslim League in Kerala displays 

a unique engagement of religion-based political mobilisation of Muslims with 
secular-democratic politics in India. -R Santhosh, MS Visakh 

Ranbaxy Was Never the Exception 
58 A response to some of the criticisms in Anant Phadke's review of Katherine 

Eban's Bottle of Lie.s: Ranbaxy and the Dark Side of Indian Pharma, "Indian 
Pharma Fraud and Beyond" (EPW, 18 January 2020). -Dinesh Thakur 
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Questioning Citizenship-based Taxation in Budget 2020 
10 The proposal in the Finance Bill, 2020 to introduce taxation on the basis 

of citizenship for those non-resident Indians who do nor pay tax in their 

countries of residence has proven to be controversial. 

-Alok Prasanna Kumar 

Human Sacrifice, Sentencing and the Death Penalty 
12 The Supreme Court's judgment in Ishwari Lal Yadav v State of Chhattisgarh 

deviates from the principle of individualised sentencing and ignores evidence 
on the complex anthropological and psychological dimensions of human 

sacrifice. -Anup Surendranath, Neetika Vishwanath & 

Preeti Pratishruti Dash 

Sabka Vishwas Scheme: Settlement at the Cost of Equity 
15 Sabka Vishwas Scheme is a dispute resolution-cum-amnesty scheme, with an 

objective of generating revenue in the short term, that will reduce the taxable 

capacity of the state and motivation towards compliance in the long run. 

- Errol D'Souza, Astha Agarwalla 

India's 'Three Pest Campaign' 
18 Over the last few years, the central government has declared certain species 

of wild animals as "vermin" in some states in an arbitrary manner without 

any scientific assessments, thus allowing uncontrolled hunting of these 
animals. - Ritwick Dutta 

Intuitive Economics and the Outcome of an Operation 
28 The contrasting history of hybrid versus "desi" breeds in agriculture as 

opposed to animal husbandry illustrates how common people intuitively 

knowwhen to use difference and when to use division in cost-benefit 

analysis. - Milind Watve, Ojas S V 

Persistent Fiscal Deficits and Political Economy Transitions 
34 The impact of macroeconomic and political economy factors on India's fiscal 

deficit between 1978-79 and 2016-17-a period when the country witnessed 

simultaneous economic and political structural transformations-has been 
investigated in this study. -Amarendu Nandy, Abhisek Sur & 

Santanu Kundu 

Investments for Social Sustainability in India 
42 The current status of social development perspective and the role 

of government, corporate and social enterprises in,delivering social 

sustainability in India are examined. - Shubham Kumar, Tapas Kumar Giri 

Who Is Afraid of Pakistan's Aurat March? 
49 The Aurat March of 2019 in Pakistan faced severe backlash from both 

conservative as well as like-minded quarters, on account of some hard-hitting 

slogans and jabs raised against prevalent masculinist social norms. 
-Afiya Shehrbano Zia 

Postscript 
60 Abhishek Kumar on the relationships between things and ourselves that 

we see in photographs; Kavya Srinivasan on the many different forms that 

dissent can take; Harini Rajagopalan on how feminist art rejects the male 
gaze; and Last Lines by Ponnappa. 
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The Portentous India-Pakistan Escalation Dynamic 
10 The escalation dynamic between India and Pakistan and mutual miscalculation 

by the two countries could lead to a dangerous flare-up. -Ali Ahmed 

Fighting Polio, Courting Death 
12 The vulnerabilities and risks faced by women health workers in polio 

eradication programmes are scarcely acknowledged. - Namrata R Ganneri 

National Medical Commission Act: A Cure Worse than the Malady 
16 Billed by the government as the "biggest reform" in the medical profession, 

the NMC Act ran into severe resistance from the very profession whose lot it 
was supposed to improve. - Vikas Bajpai 

Unequal Access to Political Parties in India 
so Open access to political parties has declined in India during the last few 

fiecades, preventing average citizens from taking the plunge into party politics. 
- Prakash Sarangi 

The Complexities of Liberation from Caste 
55 The multidimensional nature and extent of manual scavenging in 

Maharashtra is analysed, with specific insights and practice propositions 
drawn from the study. - Shaileshkumar Darokar 

Budget 2020-21 
A set of seven articles provides a critical evaluation of the allocations made in the 
Union Budget 2020-21, in the context of the economic slowdown. 

Fiscal Restraint Trumps Fiscal Stimulus 
19 The 2020 Union Budget has failed to provide any fiscal stimulus, based upon the 

assumption that there is no fiscal space for providing growth stimulus. 
- Sudipto Mundle, Ajaya Sahu 

Tax System Changes in the Budget: Confusing Signals 
23 Unduly optimistic estimates result in "tax terrorism," lead to inefficient budget 

management, and have adverse impacts on state finances. - M Govinda Rao 

A Low Growth Budget for 'Aspirational India' 
27 The government has exhibited a track record of aiding the process of wealth 

creation for corporate capital and throwing a few crumbs to the middle class 
in the Union Budget 2020. - KP Kannan 

Fiscal Consolidation Ex Post the 'Escape Clause' 
31 Launching an "excessive deficit procedure" in India is inevitable for growth 

revival, which is crucial, especially when there is considerable ambiguity 
about why the "escape clause" was invoked in the Union Budget 2020. 
- Lekha Chakraborty 

Goal Setting for Indian Agriculture 
34 The 16-point action plan for agriculture laid down in the 2020 Union 

Budget does not make any fundamental improvements in the allocations 
towards subsidies and safety nets over agricultural investments. 
-Ashok Gulati, Pritha Banerjee 

Financial Sector in the Budget: Skating on Thin Ice? 
38 The lack of a long-term vision in the 2020 Union Budget for reviving an economy 

in downswing remains most conspicuous. - Partha Ray, Parthapratim Pal 

Union Budget and the Trade Sector 
41 The Union Budget for 2020-21 emphasised the need to restrict imports, 

and a number of measures were proposed to realise this objective. 
- Biswajit Dhar, Ramaa Arun Kumar 
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Abolition of the Death Penalty: A Tough Road ahead for India 
10 The retributive nature of our criminal justice system that attaches a lot of 

importance to punishment is looked at through a critical lens. 
-Anup Surendranath 

Sounding the Battle Cry: Supreme Court on Women in the Army 
12 The Supreme Court's judgment of 17 February 2020, granting women 

permanent commission in the army, has opened the doors for women to seek 
benefits and status associated with seniority of rank. However, the idea of 
women in the armed forces requires deeper engagement. - Smriti Singh 

Davinder Singh's Arrest: A Tale of Opacity and Impunity 
14 Considering the Jammu and Kashmir police officer Davinder Singh's alleged 

links to the Parliament attack and Pulwama case, transparency in this regard 
is necessary to ensure that questions of national security do not escape 

' democratic accountability. - Vappala Balachandran 

Power Looms in Maharashtra: Old and New Crises 
17 The current crisis of the power loom sector in Maharashtra, the state which 

has the largest number of power looms in the country, is examined. 
- Supriya RoyChowdhury 

Digital Divide and the Aakash Tablet 
27 The effectiveness of the Aakash tablet project, positioned by the Indian 

government as a device to "bridge the digital divide,'' is examined by surveying 
different categories of users. -Ashu Bapna, Kunal Garg & Anurag Mehra 

Long-run Performance of the Organised Manufacturing Sector 
35 The Indian manufacturing sector has not increased its share in output or 

employment along expected lines. The aggregate trends in this sector at the 
3-digit level of the National Industrial Classification from 1983 to 2017 are 
investigated here. -Amit Basole, Amay Narayan 

Changing Wealth Inequalities in Child Nutrition in Indian States 
45 How have wealth inequalities in child nutrition changed in the major states 

of India between the last two rounds of the National Family Health Survey? 
The temporal change in the likelihood of child stunting in the poorest 
quintile of households vis-a-vis the richer quintiles is examined. 
- Simantini Mukhopadhyay, Achin Chakraborty 

Industrial Disputes in the Indian Textile Industry 
53 An econometric analysis has been done to identify the causes of occurrences of 

disputes, strikes, and lockouts in the Indian textile industry. - Meenu Saihjpal 

Corporate Tax Reductions: Weak Analytical Foundation 
62 The claim of sharp reduction in effective corporate tax rate does not, in fact, 

represent any significant reduction in the tax burden that the companies bear 
at present. - J Dennis Rajakumar, SL Shetty 

Postscript 
69 Sujit Kumar Mishra on the competitive market of beach towns like Puri 

that force low-skilled vendors to continue in low-gain occupations; 
Kaveri Mayra on how patriarchal and societal conditioning has prioritised 
medicine over nursing and midwifery; Swati Daftuar on the privilege that 
allows some lives to go on unaffected, while some others, elsewhere in the 
same city, are in peril; and Last Lines by Ponnappa. 
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Yes Bank Bought by Yes Men 
7 Yes Bank fell prey to faulty and dubious lending strategies. 

A New Normal with No Room for Dissent 
8 The ruling government has failed all tests of reason and reasonability in its 

treatment of anti-CAA protests. 

Triggering a Global Financial Crisis 
10 Whether a black swan or a scapegoat, covm-19 is an extraordinary event 

that has given birth to the concept of the economic "sudden stop." 
- T Sabri Oneil 

How Prepared Is India to Control the COVID-19 Pandemic? 
13 A nationwide covm-19 epidemic of unprecedented seriousness is imminent 

and a full-time war-room, run by a task force with the best national experts, 
must be set up. - T Jacob John 

Engaging Rural Youth Gainfully 
16 Harnessing rural youth's potential to contribute to the country's growth 

would require rural-centric policies and the creation of an ecosystem for 
the establishment of own enterprises. - Harsh Kumar Bhanwala, 
Gyanendra Mani 

Assessing the US-China Economic and Trade Agreement 
19 The United States and China had signed Phase One of the Economic and 

Trade Agreement, which reads like a charter of demands that the us has 
made on China in several key areas. - Biswajit Dhar 

How Far Is India's Nominal Exchange Rate from Equilibrium? 
29 The swings in the Indian nominal exchange rates, associated with global 

events, are driven more by surges in global capital, and no evidences of 
systemic overvaluation are revealed. -Ashima Goyal, Krittika Banerjee 

Reforming Indian Agriculture 
35 Reforms in four areas-focus of agricultural policies, allocation and 

efficiency of land and water, weather and price volatility, and agricultural 
markets-should be the priority for the current government's agenda of 
doubling farmer incomes. -Ashok Gulati, Devesh Kapoor & 
Marshall M Bouton 

Weak Governance, Good Deals, and Their Economic Impact 
43 The National Democratic Alliance government has tried to tackle India's 

low rankings in the World Bank's Doing Business Indicators by improving the 
de jure rules related to the business climate. - Rajesh Raj SN, Kunal Sen & 
Sabyasachi Kar 

Relocating Women Insurgents in Assam 
54 Through in-depth interviews across five districts of Assam, the work of 

former women combatants of the United Liberation Front of Asom within the 
organisation is highlighted. - Dixita Deka 
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Economics, Prudence, and a Pandemic 
7 Clinging on to orthodox fiscal prudence is not the best practice in the time of 

a pandemic. 

Impacts of the Oil Price War 
8 A "pass-through effect" of low crude prices is improbable given the constrained 

fiscal space. 

Humpty Dumpty Jurisprudence 
10 In interpreting the scope of Section 24(2) of the 2013 land acquisition law, the 

tools of statutory interpretation have been twisted by the Supreme Court's 
constitution bench in a manner little known to law. -Alok Prasanna Kumar 

Finance Commission Report for 2020-21 
12 The action taken by the union on some of the recommendations of the 

Fifteenth Finance Commission for 2020-21 is indicative of a major departure 
from the established practices followed so far. - GR Reddy 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act: How Do We Move Forward? 
15 Tagging the updating of the National Population Register, a base document to 

identify "citizens," to the forthcoming 2021 population and housing census has 
raised strong objections from several comers. -Amitabh Kundu, PC Mohanan 

National Medical Commission Act, 2019 
19 The relevance, provisions, and the implications of the National Medical 

Commission Act, 2019 for the future of medical education and health practice 
in the country are examined. - Rajagopal Devara 

The Manda/ System in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh 
26 The decentralisation of taluks into mandals was done with a two-pronged 

strategy of modernising the revenue administration, record-keeping as well 
as further decentralising the panchayati raj system. -Anil Kumar Vaddiraju 

Dalit Women, Vulnerabilities, and Feminist Consciousness 
31 It is important to address the lacuna in conventional feminist movements 

which do not account for caste-based gender violence, as also to assert Dalit 
women's quest for and claim to universal transformative emancipatory 
practices. -Abhinaya Ramesh 

Intellectual Legacies of Birth 
39 An intellectual history of the language that surrounded birth control focuses 

on notable thinkers of the early 20th century: B R Ambedkar, M K Gandhi, 
and Margaret Sanger. - Urvi Desai 

Water Resource Management of the Damodar Valley Corporation 
46 The water resource management of the Damodar Valley Corporation project 

for irrigation purposes has been examined to reveal that illegal canal water 
utilisation has been increasing over the years. - Raj Kumar Kundu, 
Apurba Kumar Chattopadhyay 

Women's Education and Fertility in the Hindi Heartland 
54 Evidences from the Sample Registration System and the National Family 

Health Survey show that the fertility rate continues to be high in the Hindi 
heartland of the country, and that too among educated women. 
- Saswata Ghosh, Vikash R Keshri 

Postscript 
61 Jo Chopra McGowan on the economics of disability; Sunaina Bose on the 

figure of the Hindustani Ladki in Hindi cinema; Mallika Nawal on India's 
obsession with the male child; and Last Lines by Ponnappa. 
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COVID-19 Should Make Us Re-imagine the World Order 
10 As a biosecurity crisis brings the world to a brink, a humane globalism 

and institutions that actually supply public goods are in need. 
-Zorawar Daulet.Singh 

Excluded in Rehabilitation: Disability in the Neo-liberal Era 
12 The experience of disability is explored within the growing impact of 

neo-liberal globalisation utilising an ethnographic approach. 
-Deepika Sharma, Kum·ar Ravi Priya ·, • r ~ T W20 

Majoritarian Politics and the Ayodhya Verdict 
16 The Ayodhya verdict favours politics over history and the religion of the 

majority over principles of equality and justice. - Nayakara Veeresha 
I 

Waiting for Citizenship 
18 Social groups that are forced to live in precarious and vulnerable conditions 

are effectively reduced to being non-citizens, despite being recognised as 
formal citizens. - Harish Wankhede 

What Drives Transitions in Milk Productivity? 
72 :The trend in milk productivity and its association with breed improvement, 

feeding and animal husbandry practices, and efficiency in dairy farming at 
the household level are examined in Punjab. - S K Srivastava, 
Ramesh Chand, Anjani Kumar & NP Singh 

Money, Banking and Finance 
In the context of the global recession and deepening economic slowdown in Iridia, 
a set of five articles discusses topical issues pertaining to the global financial 
markets in general and Indian financial markets per se. 

Finance and Monetary Policy beyond Neo-liberalism 
28 The emerging economies need to practise enhanced and active surveillance 

of their financial sector in their quest for maintaining high growth along with 
financial stability. - Rakesh Mohan 

Indian Monetary Policy and Tenures of RBI Governors 
37 The regime shifts in Indian monetary policy during the period 1998-2017 are 

examined using a multivariate Markov-switching Vector Autoregression 
(MS-VAR) model. - Utso Pal Mustafi, Rajeswari Sengupta 

Economic Slowdown and Financial Fragility 
46 The dual phenomenon of an unprecedented slowdown as well as financial 

fragility in the Indian economy is addressed in the context of India's 
overall growth trajectory and policy regime in the last two decades. 
-Zico Dasgupta 

Financial Misconduct, Fear of Prosecution and Bank Lending 
54 In the presence of financial misconduct, state-owned banks typically cut back 

on credit creation and instead increase their quantum of risk-free investment. 
-Abhiman Das, Avijit Bansal & Saibal Ghosh 

Time-varying Nature of Stock Market Interdependence 
62 Employing novel time-frequency based wavelet techniques, the 

interdependence of global equity markets is analysed from a heterogeneous 
investor perspective, with a special focus on the Indian stock market. 
-Avishek Bhandari, Kamaiah Bandi 
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India's Public Health System on Trial? 
7 A decentralised public health system that socialises the cost of healthcare 

is required. 

Survival and Mobility in the Midst of a Pandemic 
8 The working poor disproportionately bear the adverse impacts of the 

pandemic amidst the economic slowdown. 

Impact of COVID-19 and What Needs to Be Done 
10 Tackling the covrn-19 outbreak will require political will and decisive 

actions from the government, which should not constrain expenditures in 
view of maintaining the permissible limit of fiscal deficit. -Arun Kumar 

Fighting Fires: Migrant Workers in Mumbai 
13 The causes and aftermaths of fires in Mumbai's most industrially dense areas 

and how the migrant workers cope with them even as their skills and knowledge 
prevent bigger accidents are examined. - Maansi Parpiani 

Reducing the Spread ofCOVID-19 
16 Long-term measures are needed to reduce the possibility of the disastrous 

spread of diseases like covrn-19 and to enhance the ability of communities to 
deal with such eventualities. - Vikalp Sangam Core Group 

Politics of Scheduled Tribe Status in Assam 
18 The trajectory of six communities of Assam in demanding the Scheduled 

Tribe status and the operations of the various government committees that 

were formed to look into the matter are traced. - Jayanta Krishna Sarmah, 
Joyjit Hazarika 

The Idea of a University in India 
21 Are universities producing knowledge for knowledge's sake, or training 

individuals to fall in line with a neo-liberal nationalist agenda of economic 
development? ~ Swatahsiddha Sarkar 

Interrogating the Politics of Folk 
30 The analysis of Goalpariya folk music of Assam and its various facets_ helps 

deconstruct the conventional notion of "folk" as a neutral, static, historically 
continuous, and an unproblematic concept. - Simona Sarma 

The Troubled Ascent of a Marine Ring Seine Fishery 
36 Fieldwork in Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu suggests that regimes function as arenas 

for deliberating and battling alternative futures in fishing and mask deep 
sociolegal divides. - Maarten Bavinck 

Have Economic Reforms Trumped Democratic Decentralisation? 
44 Based on a critical analysis of the interrelationship between the nature of 

devolution and economic reforms, it is argued that the latter seems to have 
triumphed over democratic decentralisation in Gujarat. - HS Shylendra 

The Lost Ground: The Fate of the Adivasi Collective Rights 
53 We need to think about Adivasi collective rights beyond the state legal 

framework which can ensure for them the free use of resources in forests 
and hills. - Bhangya Bhukya 

Postscript 
62 Nandana Bose on the long-overdue recognition of the South Korean film 

industry; a poem by Maaz Bin Bilal; Rena S Kulkarni on effecting political 
consciousness in the diaspora; and Last Lines by Ponnappa . 

Economic&PoliticalwEEKLY 
EDITORIALS 

India's Public Health System On Trial? .. .. .. .. .... .. . 7 

Survival and Mobility in the Midst of 
a Pandemic ..... ....... .. .. .... ................... ........ .. ....... . 8 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

covm-19 and the Question of 
Taming Social Anxiety .......... .. .......... .. ...... .. ...... .. 9 

FROM 50 YEARS AGO ....................................... . . ..... 9 

COMMENTARY 1 Z OCT 2020 
Impact of covm-19 and What Needs to Be Done 
-Arun Kumar .. . : ...... ..... .. ............ ... .. .. ...... .......... 10 

Fighting Fires: Migrant Workers in Mumbai 
-Maansi Parpiani .... .......... ........ ......... .... .... ..... . 13 

Reducing the Spre 
Need for Creati·.r."'- '"" '"'--' ,..,,,· 
- VikalpSan 

Politics of Sc 
-JayantaK 
Joyjit Hazari 

The Idea of a 

res 
.......... .. 16 

am 

........... . 18 

............. 21 

BOOK REVIEWS 

A Shot of Justice: Priority-Setting for Addressing 
Child Mortality-The Injustice of Child Mortality 
-Arzkur Verma ................... : ............................. . 25 

A Multilingual Nation: Translation and Language 
Dynamic in India-Language and Translation 
in a Multilingual Nation 
-Mithilesh Kumar Jha ..... ...... .... .. ..... ..... ... .. ...... 27 

PERSPECTIVES 

Interrogating the Politics of Folk: Gender, Space 
and Identity in Goalpariya Folk Music of Assam 
-Simona Sarma .......... .. .... .... ...... .... ... .............. 30 

SPECIAL ARTICLES 

The Troubled Ascent of a Marine Ring Seine 
Fishery in Tamil Nadu 
-Maarten Bavinck ............... ......... .. .... .. ... .. .. .... . 36 

Have Economic Reforms Trumped Democratic 
Decentralisation? The Experience of Gujarat 
in India 
-HS Shylendra ....................... ................... ....... 44 

The Lost Ground: The Fate of the Adivasi 
Collective Rights in Telangana under the 
Regimes of Property Rights 
-Bhangya Bhukya ...... ... ... .. ....... _ ............. ..... ...... 53 

CURRENT STATISTICS .......................................... 6b 

POSTSCRIPT 

Bong Joan-ho and Cinephilia-Nandana Bose (62), 
Who Did It?-Maaz Bin Bilal (63), 
Delayed Recognition: 
South Korean Cinephilia and the Oscars 
-Rena S Kulkarni (64), 

Last Lines (65) 

APPOINTMENTS/PROGRAMMES 

ANNOUNCEMENTS ...... .......... ........ .... .. .. .... .... . . . ..... 66 

LETTERS .. ....... ... ..... . . .. .. ..... . .... . . .... ..... .. ... ... .. .... . ...... . 4 

44



I 

APRIL 11, 2020 I vm LV NO 15 

The Yes Bank Rescue and Its Aftermath 
10 Doubts persist about the wisdom of the public-private partnership model for 

rescue of Yes Bank. - TT Ram Mohan 

India's Food System in the Time of COVID-19 
12 India's complete lockdown has caused unnecessary disruptions in 

chain, while the consumer sentiment and business outlook o 

~re bleak. -Abhishek, Vaibhav Bhamoriya, Puneet Gupta • · 't al)Jhik, 
Avinash Kishore, Ritesh Kumar, Abhishek Sharma & Shil V-£, a~ 111 

% ¾1/?J-
COVID-19 and Macroeconomic Uncertainty "O<l 
15 The macroeconomic uncertainty created by covm-19 demands "C,.ql. S 

simultaneous policy intervention in terms of public health infrastr·~u:;;c;::;:;iiac:::::;:::::;, 

and livelihood and more fiscal-monetary policy coordination. 
- Lekha Chakraborty, Emmanuel Thomas 

Ideologies and Their Impact on Higher Education 
19 Whether the new inroads made by privatisation in higher education, 

exacerbating coercive inequality among the youth of the country, are a 
manifestation of the dominant right-wing ideology needs examination. 
- Seerat Kaur Gill, Gurparkash Singh 

The Caste, Class and Regional Face of Vegetarianism 
21 Changes in the incidence of vegetarianism across time are sought to be analysed 

by identifying the specific trends at the level of region, caste and class. 
- Suraj Jacob, Balmurli Natrajan 

Revisiting the Death Penalty in India 
30 The consistency with which the doctrine of "collective conscience" has been 

used by the Indian judiciary while imposing the death sentence, compels us 
to contemplate how it has been applied. -Anurag Bhaskar 

Can Payments Banks Succeed? 
38 The Reserve Bank of India's argument that technological innovation will 

allow payments banks to achieve a seemingly impossible trilemma of financial 

inclusion while still being competitive and profitable is examined. 
- Indradeep Ghosh, Ajit Ranade 

Key Drivers of Indian Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
46 The underlying drivers of changes in the greenhouse gas emissions over time 

in India are investigated using several complementary approaches, and 
emissions projections are compared with a range of emission scenarios. 
- Jonas Karstensen, Joyashree Roy, Barun Deb Pal, Glen Peters & 
Robbie Andrew 

Scaling Up Demand-side Management and Solar Pumping 
Programmes: Use of Multi-stakeholder Cost-Benefit Regulatory 
54 Using a cost-benefit regulatory framework, agricultura l programme 

strategies for energy-efficient pumpsets and grid-connected solar pumpsets 
are analysed. - Priya Sreedharan, F Kahrl & S Mavanoor 

Manufacturing Slowdown in India 
60 The real value added in the Indian manufacturing sector for the period 

2011-12 to 2016-17 is measured using the double deflation approach and the 
results corroborated by the movement of high frequency indicators that are 
correlated with manufacturing activity. - S_utirtha Bandopadhyay, 
Rahul Nilakantan 
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Indian Federalism and COVID-19 EDITORIALS 

7 Follo0 ing the principle of fairness to regulate the centre-s Ind ian Federalism and COVID-19 .. ........... ... .... ... . 7 

during a crisis becomes urgent. -~-- ight of the Stranded Workers ............... ... ......... 8 

Plight of the Stranded Workers M THE EoIToR's oEsK 

8 India's urban economies depend on migrant labour who shoul oming to Terms with the Ethical... .. .... .... .. .. ..... . 9 

"problems" during a lockdown. 

Mapping the Appointments and Tenures of Supre 
10 The debate about the tenure•of judges of the Supreme Court is fixate 

somewhat unnecessarily on the retirement age than the actual time spent in 
the Court. -Alok Prasanna Kumar 

Skewed Urbanisation and the Contagion 
13 Alongside the dearth of healthcare infrastructure, unplanned and 

market-driven urbanisation further challenges the containment of the 
outbreak of infections like covrn-19, in India. -Partha Pratim Biswas 

COVID-19 and the Public Health System in Bihar 
16 Bihar's public healthcare system is not equipped to deal with the challenge of 

covrn-19, lacking in both infrastructure and human resources. 
-Avinash Kumar, Manish Kumar 

Coordinated Climate Authorities for Financing Green 
20 A globally coordinated orderly debt deleveraging mechanism is proposed to 

address the global debt overhang problem, a nd the Climate Authorities are 
added to the mechanism to discuss how it may help improve the situation. 
-Ahmet Oneil, T Sabri Oneil 

Post-harvest Management and F~trm Outcomes 
24 An evaluation study across Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Odisha, finds that 

post-harvest management plays a crucial role in value generation and 
distribution of crop value chains by mitigating post-harvest losses. 
- Ruehira Boss, Mama ta Pradhan 

Reading Ambedkar in the Times of COVID-19 
34 The "social distancing" induced by covrn-19 does not address the deeper 
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concepts used by BR Ambedk~r. -Awanish Kumar 

Caste Prejudice and Infection 
38 Government hospitals continue to be dangerously unhygienic, as casteist 

notions of cleanliness weaken the rigorous implementation of infection 
control measures by hospital staff. - Payal Hathi, Nikhil Srivastav 

Politics of s.ocial Movements at the Margins 
45 Based on the learnings from activists associated with the National Alliance of 
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politics are explored. - Kishore Bhirdikar 

The 'Missing Middle' Problem in Indian Manufacturing 
51 The Indian manufacturing sector, with few mid-size firms, has the problem of 

the "missing middle" due to the corruption of "predatory institutions" that 
mid-size firms face in their day-to-day interactions w ith the state. 
- SN Rajesh Raj, Kunal Sen 
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Civil Society during Lockdown 
7 Civil society leverage, though transitory, works as a breather for the 

governments and the businesses. 

A Robust Media 
8 The covrn-19 pandemic poses serious questions about newsroom practices 

and for media companies. 

l 2 OCT 2020 
COVID-19 and US-China Tussle 
10 The Sino-American relations have hit a new low in the wake of the covrn-19 

outbreak, with both engaged in a propaganda war against each other that the 
United States seems to be winning. -Atul Bhardwaj 

Gendering the COVID-19 Pandemic: Women Locked and Down 
13 

I 
The covrn-19 crisis has affected Indian women differently due to their 
perceived dependency and status as secondary citizens; rather it 

overburdens them, bereaves them of agency, and compromises their safety. 

- Madhuri Dixit, Dilip Chavan 

Public Health during Pandemics and Beyond 
17 The rapid spread of covrn-19 in India brings home the importance 

of strengthening public health services and investing in the broader 
determinants of health. - Daksha Parmar 

COVID-19 Relief Package: Will Central Largesse Help 
Construction Workers? 
20 With construction workers being among the worst hit by the covrn-19 crisis, 

the role of construction welfare boards is assessed, and questions are raised 

over the proper distribution of direct benefit transfers to them. - Ajit Jha 

What Lies beyond Legalism for the LGBT Movement? 
28 The legalist approach taken so far with respect to the lesbian, gay, bisexual 

and transgender movement has marginalised more radical possibilities of 
resistance by rendering diverse identities and intersectionality invisible. 
- Francis Kuriakose, Deepa Kylasam Iyer 

Trade War and Global Economic Architecture -
35 Whether-the emerging economies have the ability to influence the course and 

outcomes of the current trade war, and whether this trade war can generate 
the possibility of reform of the internation·al institutions are explored here. 
- Biju Paul Abraham, Partha Ray 

Present Crises of Capitalism and its Reforms 
42 The future prospects and long-run viability of capitalism in India are delimited 

by the accentuating threats of ecological imbalance and growing inequality. 
- Pulin B Na yak 

Health Insurance in Private Hospitals 
49 The availability and spread of private hospitals in the country and their 

empanelment in government-sponsored health insurance schemes are analysed. 
- Mita Choudhury, Pritam Datta 

Land Acquisition in Punjab 
57 Analysing a case of development-induced displacement through a survey 

of land dispossession in Punjab reveals how displacement for development 

projects adversely affects farmers . - Sandeep Kaur, Gurvinder Singh, 
Jashanpreet Kaur & Harpreet Singh 
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Rescu~ng Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

7 Monetary and fiscal measures are needed to help MSMEs withstand the 

exogenous shock caused by the lockdown. 

Undemocratic Evasion of Environmental Responsibility 
8 The draft En~ironment Impact Assessment Notification is an affro 

environment and to democratic processes. 

When People and Governments Come Together 
10 Kerala's success in managing the covm-19 pandemic, as it continu 

strength from its political culture of participatory governance and 

on social welfare, is elaborated on. -Aruna Roy, Saba Kohli Dave 

World Economy and Nation States post COVID-19 
14 The covm-19 pandemic has caused major ruptures in the world system, which 

has serious implications for global accumulation of capital. - KN Harilal 

COVID-19's Disruption of India's Transformed Food Supply Chains 
18 The government faces a trilemma of challenges-eliminating the virus, 

supporting the food supply chain's small and medium enterprises, and 

marshalling resources to face the first two problems fast-in the midst of the 

covm-19 crisis. -Thomas Reardon, AshokMishra, Chandra S RNuthalapati, 
Marc F Bellemare & David Zilberman 

Epidemics and Capitalism 
28 In the context of the spread of covm-19, a number of left and progressive 

thinkers tend to present a one-sided view of this relationship, founded on a 

deeper confusion regarding the human-nature relationship under 

contemporary capitalism. - Sandipan Baksi 

Small Businesses, Big Reform: A Survey of the MSMEs Facing GST 
32 This paper draws evidences from field surveys to bring out the impact of the 

goods and services tax on the competitiveness and viability of the micro, 

small and medium enterprises. - Sangeeta Ghosh 

'Piloting' Gender in the Indian Railways 
40 Women loco-pilots in the Indian Railways, although few in number, face 

unique challenges as they negotiate with masculine forms of labour and 

technology in a male-dominated work environment. -Arundhathi 

Implementation of Community Forest Rights 
46 The study of the Vidarbha region of Maharashtra reveals that there is need to 

support the upsc;aling of community forest rights and analyse the broader 

implications for forest resource governance at a national scale. 

- Geetanjoy Sahu 

Postscript 
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The Uselessness of Art 
10 Art is a rare form of economic activity that has an impact on every other 

human endeavour without ever proclaiming its influence. - TM Krishna 

Identity of a Disease 
13 The intersections ·of class, region and other social dimensions that go into 

the discovery and identification of some diseases as epidemics while 

relegating other pervasive and lethal illnesses as "ordinary" are examined. 

- MayaJohn 

Plugging Loopholes in Taxation of Interstate Sales 
18 The risk of revenue loss on account of the interstate purchase of out-of-GsTl 2 

petroleum products at a concessional rate of 2% may not give an 

opportunity to state governments to lift the economy out of fiscal shock. 

- Sacchidananda Mukherjee 

The Mathadi Model 
21 The relevance of the Mathadi model of social security to casual and other 

workers in the present context is highlighted, and inputs on adopting its 

good practices in the proposed code on social security are provided. 

- Manoj Jatav, Deepika Jajoria 

Saving Jobs and Averting Lay-offs 
25 In the short run, fixing accountability on employers for wages and jobs 

will provide an interim relief, but in the long run we need to take financial 

viability into consideration and provide stimulus wage subsidy. 

- Rahul Suresh Sapkal 

Migration and Reverse Migration in the Age ofC0VID-19 
28 The source to destination streams of migrant labour is outlined, and it is then 

argued that reverse migration will perhaps usher in the greatest crisis in the 

rural landscape oflndia. -Ajay Dandekar, Rahul Ghai 

Gandhi's Reflective and Dialogical Approach 
38 Gandhi's path of self-reflection and dialogue among different views 

are the need of the time, to find deliberative ways to resolve conflicts. 

- Ghanshyam Shah 

Linguistic Dimension of Draft National Education Policy 
43 The Kasturirangan Committee's framing of the draft National Education 

Policy, 2019 seems to be rather ill-informed linguistically with unpractical 

recommendations. - Rama Kant Agnihotri 

Developing India's Mobile Phone Manufacturing Industry 
50 Despite a spike in domestic manufacturing of mobile phones, high import 

dependence for parts is an outcome of the sector's weak innovatioµ capability. 

-SunilMani 

Challenges in Implementing PCMA, 2006 
58 The role of child marriage protection officers, who have been given the power 

to prevent and prosecute solemnisation of child marriages and create 

awareness on the issue, is examined. - Trupti Jhaveri Panchal, 
Suma ti Thusoo & Vinita Ajgaonkar 

Economic&PoliticalwEEKLY 
EDITORIALS 

Ameliorating Rural Distress ................................. 7 

COVID-19 and National Disaster Management Act .. 8 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

A Tragic Travelogue ................ .. ............ .. .. .... ...... 9 

FROM 50 YEARS AGO .... ~ .. .:;;, :t . .,. .. ........... 9 /, 1/<. o· 
I ' ) /. <' .', ·/ ';,z \ 

ALTERNATIVE STANPP,otNT:,. ~ i ,, 
The Uselessness of Art ~ . .,,,., !J, 

TMK .h ·, -,., -,:---n _ _.,1 , 
- ns na ..... ,{'{ ......... ~~'?3J"/· .... 10 

C J o ~ONTARY \~~?';:-- -.:1.>~Z 
Identity of a Disease: S~gy and 
Epidemiology in the Light of COVID-19 
-Maya John ...................................................... 13 

Plugging Loopholes in Taxation of 
Interstate Sales 
-Sacchidananda Mukherjee .............................. 18 

The Mathadi Model and Its Relevance for 
Empowering Unprotected Workers 
-Manoj Jatav, Deepika Jajoria ...... .... .......... ... .. . 21 

Saving Jobs and Averting Lay-offs 
amidst COVID-19 Lockdown 
-Rahul Suresh Sapkal ....................................... 25 

Migration and Reverse Migration in 
the Age of COVID-19 
-Ajay Dandekar; Rahul Ghai ............................. 28 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Regulation in India : Design, Capacity, 
Performance-Understanding the Indian 
Regulatory State 
-Sanjana Krishnan ................ , .......................... 32 

Independence and Accountability of the Indian 
Higher Judiciary-A Battle of Three 'Ns: 
Appointments, Autonomy, and Accountability 
of Appellate Courts 

- Upendra Baxi ............................................ ..... 34 

PERSPECTIVES 

Gandhi's Reflective and Dialogical Approach 
to Search for the Truth 
-Ghanshyam Shah ............................................ 38 

Examining the Linguistic Dimension of 
Draft National Education Policy, 2019 
-Rama Kant Agnihotri .. ............................ .. ...... 43 

SPECIAL ARTICLES 

Developing India's Mobile Phone 
Manufacturing Industry 
-Sunil Mani ...................................................... 50 

Child Marriages in Haryana: 
Challenges in Implementing PCMA, 2006 

-Trupti Jhaveri Panchal, Sumati Thusoo, 
VinitaAjgaonkar ................................................ 58 

CURRENT STATISTICS ........................................... 65 

LETTERS .................................................................. 4 

49



MAY 16, 2020 [ VOLLVN_o2_0 ___ -- --i Economic&PoliticalwEEKLY 
Outsourcing the Stimulus EDITORIALS 

10 The government's attempts to outsource the stimulus have run into multiple 
roadblocks. - C P Chandrasekhar 

Significance of Testing for Identification of COVID-19 
12 The official and media discourse's focus on the cumulative or daily detection . 

of infected cases, irrespective of the number of people tested, confuses the 
issue of disease progression. - Sourindra Mohan Ghosh, Imrana Qadeer 

Density, Distancing, Informal Settlements and the Pandemic 
16 Demographic density, particularly in the low-income settlements in urban 

India, is posing some unprecedented challenges to governance for containing 
the covrn-19 contagion. - Sarani Khatua 

Remaking the Indian Military for Women 
18 The judgment in the Babita Puniya case illustrates the gender stereotypes, 

inequality and discrimination deeply embedded in the Indian military. 
- Prerna Dhoop 

Visual Background as a Window to the Social Background 
21 In a time when online education is becoming prevalent, an aspect of it that 

needs to be discussed is that of social disparities and embarrassments made 
visible by video conferencing. - Mahashewta Bhattacharya 

Review of Women's Studies 
Six articles examine the relationship between labour and the Constitution 
through the gender lens. 

Social Reproduction and Capital Accumulation 
30 The relationship between social reproduction and capital accumulation is 

delineated by arguing that social reproduction subsidises wages through 
unpaid labour time. - Chirashree Das Gupta 

Dispossessed Women's Work 
37 This paper examines the experiences of dispossessed women in terms of 

accessing work opportunities in a setting of opencast coal mining in Talcher 
coalfields of Odisha. - Suravee Nayak 

Impact of Uttarakhand's Reservation Judgment on Women 
44 This paper evaluates the effects of the anti-reservation judgments with a 

gender lens, looking at the potential and possibilities for lower-caste women 
in education and employment. - Sameena Dalwai, Aabhinav Tyagi 

Examining Local Committees under the Sexual Harassment Act 
51 There remains a lack of data when it comes to understanding the functioning 

of the local committees under the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace 
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 . -Anagha Sarpotdar 

Some Reflections on the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 
59 The amendments to the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 are juxtaposed with feminist 

and constitutional principles as well as ground-level realities and practices. 
- Saumya Uma, Aditya Karnath 

Labour Migration, Trafficking and Gender 
66 The absence of a gender perspective in the labour laws and the absence of any 

labour rights perspective in the anti-trafficking frameworks are detrimental 
to the interests of migrant women workers. - Indrani Mazumdar, Neetha N 
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A Regressive World View on Scheduled Tribe Reservations 
10 The Supreme Court's setting aside of the preference scheme for Scheduled 

Tribes in schools in Scheduled Areas in Andhra Pradesh goes against the 

high court's more nuanced and sensitive position in the same case. 

-Alok Prasanna Kumar 

Health and Nutrition of India's Labour Force 
13 India needs a data-driven exit and post-exit strategy from the covm-19 

lockdown that will not only mitigate the immediate food crisis, but also reduce 

the long-term structural bottlenecks limiting poor households' access to food. 

- Uma Lele, Sangeeta Bansal & JV Meenakshi 

Mumbai's Struggles with Public Health Crises 
17 1The economic catastrophe precipitated by the covm-19 pandemic and the· 

response of the dismal public health system has actually led to the 

heightening of the public health crisis. - Ravi Duggal 

Coerced Movements and the Unravelling of a 'People' 
21 There is a need to take cognisance of the coevalness of deterritorialisation, 

capital accumulation and the pronounced turn to the ethnic in the conceiving 

of sociopolitical identities. - Sudeep Basu, Sarasij Majumder 

Taxation in the Times of COVID-19 
25 An analysis of the measures to provide tax relief by the Government of India 

shows the need to adopt a holistic approach and devise a strategic plan in 

respect of direct tax laws. - Kajol A Punjabi 

An Apostle of Sociological Theory: Yogendra Singh (1932-2020) 
28 A student and fellow sociologist reminisces about Yogendra Singh, a 

distinguished scholar and theorist, and a founding member of sociology 

centres at the University of Rajasthan and Jawaharlal Nehru University. 

-KL Sharma 

I 

COVID-19, Public Health System and Local Governance in Kerala 
35 Kerala has been successful in containing covm-19 and in achieving a low 

rate of spread, high recovery, and low fatality. -TM Thomas Isaac, 

Rajeev Sadanandan 

Community Self-governance in Education 
41 The struggles for self-determination and self-governance by Adivasis have 

provided ample legal space to alter the present governance in education to 

democratise and establish community self-governance in education. 

-CRBijoy 

Access to Credit in Eastern India 
46 The impact of access to credit on the economic well-being of ag;icultural 

households is empirically evaluated using a large, farm-level data set from 

eastern Indian states. -Anjani Kumar, Vinay K Sonkar & Sunil Saroj 

Revisiting Open Defecation 
55 The results from a late 2018 survey that revisited households from a 2014 

survey in four states-Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh­

show that open defecation remains very common in these four states. 

-Aashish Gupta, Nazar Khalid, Devashish Deshpande, Payal Hathi, 
Avani Kapur, Nikhil Srivastav, Sangi ta Vyas, Dean Spears & Diane Coffey 
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The Elusive Home 
7 Do Indian states have the po t" urn migrants feel 

at "home"? 

Fortifying Investors' Inter 
8 The government's stimulus packag , 

undercuts the significance of self-reliance. 

Examining the COVID-19 Relief Package for MSMEs 

1 2 OCT 2020 

10 The covm-19 relief package for micro, small and medium enterprises and the 

changes to the defining criteria for MSMEs are examined. - Sangeeta Ghosh 

A Gender-responsive Policy and Fiscal Response to the Pandemic 
14 It is important to include women and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 

queer and intersex+ in government policy and the fiscal response to the 

ongoing health crisis. -Jashodhara Dasgupta, Sona Mitra 

Role of the Private Sector in Escalating Medical Inflation 
18 Analysing 75th round NSS data, it is found that treatment costs in private 

commercial hospitals as well as in private charitable hospitals are manifold 

compared to public facilities. -Pritam Datta, Chetana Chaudhuri 

Paradox of a Supply Constrained Keynesian Equilibrium 
22 This article looks at the possible impact on prices and discusses the implications 

of select policy interventions for a "supply-constrained" Keynesian equilibrium. 

-Dipankar Dasgupta, Meenakshi Rajeev 

Labour Law Changes: Innocuous Mistakes or Sleight of Hand? 
33 The changes in labour laws announced during the lockdown period in several 

states reflect a lack of concern for the highest unemployment seen in the past 

45 years and the large number of workers returning back to an economy 

ravaged by agrarian distress. -Atul Sood, Paaritosh Nath 

Lives and Livelihood: An Exit Strategy from Lockdown 
38 A road map for resuming limited economic activities with necessary 

precautions in certain industries that can lessen economic pain, given the 

prevailing situation, has been drawn up in this paper. - Partha Chatterjee, 
Soma Dey & Shweta Jain 

Rapid Growth of Private Universities 
45 Based on higher education enrolment data from the All India Survey on 

Higher Education, the social and academic character of universities is studied 

to understand the consequences of the rapid growth of private universities. 

-Anirban Sengupta 

From Field Diaries to lnstitutional(ised) Authorship 
53 The ways in which three doctoral scholars engaged in ethnographic research 

in differing social worlds are explored here, raising important questions 

about the dilemmas of authoring social worlds . -Anupama Mahajan, 
Krupa Rajangam & Savitha Suresh Babu 

Postscript 
63 AP Ashwin Kumar on understanding social systems and the calls to 

overhaul them in the context of the covm-19 pandemic; Varsha Gopal on 

Pixac;ao as a visual art form born from resistance in Sao Paulo; 

Madhumati Dutta on life at the threshold of the covm-19 pandemic; and 

Last Lines by Ponnappa. 
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Employment Insecurities in the Service Sector 
7 Employers' strategies of pushing lay-offs and labour reforms intensify the 

precarity of employment. 

Migration Commission 
8 The Migration Commission must listen to the workers' voices and their concerns. 

Of Whales and Wheels: Buddhist Lessons in Democracy 
10 For B R Am.bedkar, Buddha's dhamma embodied an ethics of restraint and a 

sense of maithri that the state should adhere to. - V Geetha 

Digital Global Warming 1 2 OCT 2020 
12 We are producing an enormous amount of"invisible" digital waste, which 

will lead to a new kind of global warming that we call digital global warming. 
- Sekhar Sarukk.ai, Sundar Sarukk.ai 

Locked in a Crisis: Concerns of Rural Women 
15 This article is based on the documentation of issues faced bywomen farmers 

across 14 districts of the Vidarbha and Marathwada regions of Maharashtra 
that the present pandemic has exposed. - Seema Kulkarni 

What Is So Wrong with Online Teaching? 
19 A university teacher assesses what is wrong in visualising the online 

space as a place for regular education in the context of the pandemic. 
- Saumyajit Bhattacharya 

COVID-19 Pandemic and Racism in the United States and India 
21 This article examines the rise of racial discrimination in the United States 

and India, and argues that the stigmatisation of a certain race triggers 
racial division and hinders the collective fight against the pandemic. 
-Nehginpao Kipgen 

Understanding Citizenship and Refugees' Status in India 
31 This article seeks to argue that India's kindness for some refugee communities 

and ignorant behaviour for Muslim refugees has raised doubts on its way 
of refugee dealings, and has posed questions on the very secular face of the 
Indian state. - Prachi Raj 

Use of Algorithmic Techniques for Law Enforcement 
35 In the light of the possibility of state regulation and surveillance of social 

media, the proposed use of the technique of sentiment analysis of social media 
data to guide actions ofl~w enforcement agencies merits close scrutiny. 
-Hans Varghese Mathews, Amber Sinha 

The Naga Homeland Movement 
43 This article is a critical endeavour to understand and (re)imagine the 

relevance of Naga homeland politics in the light of its expectations in the 
neo-liberal era. -Kedilezo Kikhi 

PM-Kl SAN and the Adoption of Modern Agricultural Technologies 
49 This study, based on 1,406 farmers ofUttar Pradesh, examines the 

the differential impact of the PM-KlSAN scheme on the Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra beneficiaries. - Deepak Varshney, Pramod Kumar Joshi, 
Devesh Roy & Anjani Kumar 
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Exiting the Lockdown Sustainably 1,-Jjr()> - F ' ;>,~ ,_ !/:::.-~ ~ ~ ' 
10 To lockdown or "open up the economy" is a false dichot )I_1¥• · ~ $ ,.,, 

-Avinash Persaud \;::. .!::-':::2 1 <i 

,'(cf>.' -~--~ ~ [Sc· 
Challenges in the Midst of the COVID-19 Pande~ ~ f 
11 Kera_l~'s experience shows how publi: investment in hea~th~~ ~~ 

part1c1patory mode of governance with empowered local governlneiffs'can 
help in pandemic mitigation. - Pinarayi Vijayan 

Parliaments in the Time of the Pandemic 
14 Taking a cue from the parliaments worldwide that are functional during the 

pandemic, modalities to ensure the functioning of parliamentary institutions 
need to be devised. - Maansi Verma 

COVID-19 and Infectious Misinformation 
18 Enabling people to identify unscientific claims and hoaxes is the way forward 

to build rational immunity to halt the infectious spread of misinformation. 
-Aniket Sule 

Marginalised Migrants and Bihar as an Area of Origin 
21 The return migration to Bihar in the wake of covrn-19 necessitates that the 

state generate farm and non-farm employment to address the crisis situation. 
-Avinash Kumar, Manish Kumar 

Economic Implication of a Novel Disease Outbreak 
25 It has become highly imperative to invest in total epidemic preparedness 

involving health and non-health interventions, research and development as 
well as capacity building at all levels. - Unmilan Kalita, Arup Kumar 
Hazarika, Raj iv Kumar Bora, Subhash Khanna & Tapash Kumar Barman 

Encroachments on the Waterbodies in Tamil Nadu 
27 Recurrent droughts in Tamil Nadu necessitate that its waterbodies be 

restored and protected, and encroachments are removed. - S Rajendran 

Measuring Access, Quality and Relevance in Higher Education 
34 It is proposed that the eligible enrolment ratio could be a better indicator to 

measure the level of participation in education instead of the gross enrolment 
ratio, as highlighted by a study of five-year data of 10 different countries. 
- Pankaj Mittal, Anjali Radkar, Anitha Kurup, Ashwani Kharola & 

Bhushan Patwardhan 

Divergent Responses to the Forest Rights Act in Nagarahole 
38 The FRA's success has been limited, as it has been unable to fully take into 

account specific histories, socio-economic conditions, and political discourses 
of conservation advocates and Adivasi rights activists. - Priya Gupta 

Impact of the Negative Interest Rate Policy 
46 The analysis provides an assessment of the domestic and global implications 

of the negative interest rate policy and how it differs from that of 
quantitative easing. -Abhishek Anand, Lekha Chakraborty 

Water Conservation and Religious Organisations 
57 A response to Srirupa Bhattacharya's article "Groundwater, Gurus, and 

Governmentality: Seva in the Neo-liberal Development Regime in India" 
(EPW, 10 August 2019) - Sachin Tiwale 

Postscript 
63 Shreya Yadav reflects on communities whose lives are intertwined with the 

ecology; Sunil Macwan sees literature's power to vividly capture human 
behaviour in times of crisis; Devashish Makhija on whether contemporary 
Indian cinema records the people's history of our times; and Last Lines 
by Ponnappa. 
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NEET Undermines Constitutional Provisions 
7 0BC reservations for NEET are a constitutional necessity for ensuring 

social justice. 

decision-making processes at the union-government level. 
-Alok Prasanna Kumar 

Procedural Rationality in the Time of COVID-19 
13 In complex situations like the current global pandemic, where Knightian 

uncertainty plays a big role, the behaviour of countries, sectors of the 
economy, and individuals may be characterised by procedural rationality. 
- Utteeyo Dasgupta, Chandan Kumar Jha & Sudipta Sarangi 

Towards More Inclusive Water Management 
16 Policy and practice related to water management have failed to create inclusive 

solutions due to blinkered disciplinary thinking about a resource that plays 
multiple sociocultural, environmental, economic and ecological roles. 
- Neha Khandekar, Tanvi Agrawal, Rashmi Kulranjan & Siddhartha Krishnan 

The Overseer of the Plague: Reading Oedipus Rex during COVID-19 
19 A critical reading of the Greek tragedy Oedipus Rex with a focus on the 

protagonist as a ruler overseeing a city under a plague is illuminating for 
our times. - Maaz Bin Bilal 

Neo-liberal Restoration at the Barrel of a Gun 
21 Some characteristics of the contemporary phase of global neo-liberalism in 

light of the recent coup organised by the extreme right-wing forces in 
Bolivia against the leftist President Evo Morales in 2019 are examined. 
- Tathagatan Ravindran 

Remembering A Vaidyanathan (1931-2020) 
25 A Vaidyanathan was a stalwart among social scientists and has made 

distinguished contributions to several branches of economics: agriculture 
and irrigation, water management, data analysis and development policy. 
-VKNatraj 

Gandhi and the Pandemic 
34 During the 1918-19 Spanish flu in India, the letters and utterances of 

Mohandas Gandhi give some clues as to why he may have been numb to what 
was transpiring around him. - Thomas Weber, Dennis Dalton 

Decoding Ayushman Bharat: A Political Economy Perspective 
107 Ayushman Bharat is a step towards creating a system that would facilitate in 

relinquishing public funds and public institutions to already dominant 
private players, which will have serious implications for the healthcare 
delivery system in India. - Shailender Kumar Hooda 

Farmer Suicides in Maharashtra, 2001-2018 
116 An analysis of data reveals the relationship between farmer suicides and 

issues such as monsoon failure, water shortage, drought, absence of social 
security, robust crop procurement mechanisms and increasing debt burdens. 
- Dnyandev Talule 
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Review of Rural Affairs 
This edition of the Review of Rural Affairs brings together a set of five papers that traverse diver 

and the rural economy in India. These papers present interesting insights, both from the analys 

1 0 NOV 2020 

as from longitudinal surveys and field-based studies, on the transitions underway in the agricul de 
suggestions for policymaking. 

Droughts, Heatwaves and Agricultural Adaptation: A Historical Account fo 
s There has been an escalation in the frequency and intensity of extreme events such as droughts and heatwaves that are 

attributed to climate change. The paper examines the impact ofheatwaves and drought on agricultural production in India, 
over 1981-2015 on 10 crops, namely paddy, jowar, bajra, maize, tur, groundnut, soybean, wheat, mustard, and gram. It finds 

that the adaptation to climate variability has happened on account of advancements in technology, increased awareness, 
institutional learning, and other strategies to cope with droughts. However, it shows that there exists considerable variation 

across crops regarding the adaptability to climatic variability based on the sensitivity of the crop to water stress and heat, 
crop responsiveness to irrigation and cost of adaptation in relation to value of the crop. -Ashutosh Kumar Tripathi, 
Sumita Sindhi 

Small Farmers and Organised Retail Chains in India 
13 To assess the drivers and constraints determining the participation in two types of marketing chains, the farmers selling 

vegetables to Mother Dairy, an organised retail chain, are compared with those selling to the local mandi in Haryana. The 
findings point to the significance of farm size in determining farmers' participation in organised retail chains. Using the 
Heckman selection-correction model, it is found that though the income of participating farmers increases, this depends on 
the farm size. The Ginni coefficient shows that the inequality in income distribution is more among the participating rather 

than the non-participating farmers. -Jitender Singh 

Punjab's Agricultural Labourers in Transition: A Longitudinal Study of Three Decades 
21 The transition of agricultural labour households over three decades in the rural economy of Punjab is elucidated using 

longitudinal surveys conducted in 1978-88 and 2018-19. The extent and the magnitude of this transition are analysed, 
revealing that, with time, the income pattern of households has changed, which is mainly attributed to changes in the pattern 
of employment. Further, policy measures are suggested to improve the levels of living of this stratum of the rural society. 
- Sukhpal Singh, Shruti Bhogal 

Employment of Women in Rural Punjab: Deconstructing Agricultural Growth Policy 
29 The labour market implications of growth in the agricultural sector, specifically on the female labour force participation 

rate in rural Punjab are assessed. Using both secondary and primary sources of data, it is argued that agricultural growth 
and crop diversification strategies are not enough to improve the labour force participation rate. Although the employment 
policies focusing on faster growth, that are based on growth models in economics assuming zero transaction costs, expected 
that growth itself would generate employment, the paper points out that these policies ignored the social, demographic, and 
economic constraints faced by women. -Ashapurna Baruah, Indervir Singh 

Development Challenges for Agriculture in Maharashtra 
36 The agricultural sector has been under tremendous stress in Maharashtra. Arguing that the state policy has dished out a raw 

deal to the agricultural sector, the path of this retrogression and the reasons behind the trends are traced. It is found that 
the agricultural sector is losing cultivable land to other uses as stagnation has set in, which is also accompanied by a sharp 
incrP:ise in small and marginal holdings. The state has no agricultural policy document in place and the sector largely depends 

on spc adic firefighting approaches. - Khalil Shaha, S Yogeshwari & R S Deshpande 
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The US-Ch;na Disruption and World Order ~ 
10 As foreign offices around the world try to make sense of the disruption in I 

United States-China relations, it is useful to step back and see where_thi.!!g 

might be headed. -Zorawar Daulet Singh x.,'?-S\1Y0;:. 
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COVID-19 and Dwindling Indian Federalism 
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Why Firms Have Zero Net Worth and Why It Matters 
10 There exists a lacuna in economists' understanding of wealth accumulation, 

the wealth of nations, and the relationship between wealth and "real capital." 

- Steve Roth, T Sabri Oneil 
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Underestimation of the COVID-19 Burden 
14 The estimated numbers for deaths due to covm-19 are far in exc 
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India That Is Bharat: The Politics of a National Name 
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Impacts of COVID-19 on Labour 

7 The costs of the pandemic disproportionately faH on labour. 

Locked Out at the Margins 1 5 0 CT 2020 
8 The pandemic and lockdown have been particularly hard on those at 

society's margins. 

Child Protection and Preparedness in COVID-19 Epoch 

10 The covm-19 pandemic and the ensuing lockdown have meant immense 

hardship, especially for children, and those from the marginalised 

communities. - Priti Mahara 

Lessons for Indian Opposition in Sanders-Corbyn Projects 
13 The consolidation of support behind the political projects articulated by 

Bernie Sanders and Jeremy Corbyn underscores the relevance of mass 

politics with clear ideological moorings. - Satyendra Ranjan 

Reviving Industrial Growth 

16 The Indian economy faces an uphill task of reviving industrial growth 

in the post-pandemic scenario as the early onset of domestic 

slowdown and global disruptions have affected the industrial sector. 

- M Suresh Babu, P Jithin 

Did Public Investment Crowd Out Private Investment in India? 
21 The maximum entropy bootstrap method is applied to overcome the 

econometric constraints of using a short time series after the publication 

of a new macroeconomic series in India to confirm the positive role of 

public infrastructure investment. - Honey Karun, Hrishikesh Vinod & 

Lekha S Chakraborty 

Relocation from Tiger Reserves under the NTCA Guidelines 
33 Relocation under the National Tiger Conservation Authority Guidelines for 

Voluntary Village Relocation in Notified Core/Critical Tiger Habitats of 2011 

represents a paradigmatic shift from the previous history of displacement 

from protected areas. - Ujjal Kumar Sarma, Indrani Barpujari 

Caste and Class in Higher Education Enrolments 
40 The National Sample Survey 2014 data is used to explore the character of 

class inequality in higher education, over and beyond that of caste. 

-Amman Madan 

Adivasis and Land: The Story of Postcolonial Development 
in Kerala 
48 This paper attempts to frame an understanding of the land question of 

Adivasis to show the limitations of the dominant developmental 

historiography. - Suresh M 
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10 The American conservative construction of an enemy in China is an attempt 

to create fear psychosis among voters to shore up the electoral prospects of a 

beleaguered Donald Trump. -Atul Bhardwaj, Inderjeet Parmar 

Our Essential Workers Need Essential Care 
1 2 OCT 2020 

13 Through personal interviews of healthcare workers in India, the state of 

front-line workers in dealing with covrn-19 in the country is discussed. 

Economic&PoliticalwEEKLY 
EDITORIALS 

'One Nation, One Market' .......................... .. ........ 7 

Political Crisis in Rajasthan .................................... 8 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

A Portrait of Defection Politics ............... ....... .. .... 9 

FROM 50 YEARS AGO ... . ... . •....•.... •.....•.•....•..• . .. .. ...••. 9 

STRATEGIC AFFAIRS - Nikhil Srivastav, Aditi Priya & Payal Hathi 
...--:;.--...;:-if..._ Trump's Desperation and Manufactured 

COVID-19: Mental Healthcare without Social Justice 
16 It is critical that the government takes long-term economic an 

policy measures to ensure employment, basic amenities and p 

- Roli Pandey, Shilpi Kukreja & Kumar Ravi Priya 

Social Distancing and Sex Workers in India 
21 The deplorable condition of sex workers in India amidst the coVIo-19 lockdown 

is discussed as social distancing and the lockdown have left sex workers across 

the country in poverty and hunger. - Priyanka Tripathi, Chhandita Das 

Intellectual Property as Collateral 
24 The scope of using intellectual property as collateral is discussed, and 

through examples, it is shown that, owing to its volatile and dynamic nature, 

IP is not a reliable collateral. -Abhishek Kumar 

Risks of Dignity Inflation in Supreme Court's Reasoning 
33 While the Supreme Court of India holds dignity to be a foundational 

constitutional value, judicial enthusiasm about dignity must be sensitive to the 

risk of devaluing it in the absence of close legal analysis. - Pritam Baruah 

Migrant Workers and the Politics of Mental Health 
39 The roping in of tertiary-care mental health institutes by the government in 

providing individualised (tele)counselling services to migrant workers needs 

to be viewed with caution. - Sudarshan R Kottai 

The Popular Aesthetics of Social Mobility 
46 This article argues that the film Gully Boy's (2019) quest is anchored within 

neo-liberal freedoms, albeit topped with a laudable linguistic experiment. 

-Akshaya Kumar 

Harvard's Trolley Problem 
53 The case of Harvard's long association with the disgraced billionaire 

Jeffrey Epstein is discussed, and the analytical method advocated is the 

"trolley problem," which is used to highlight the difficulty of moral choices. 

-Peter Ronald deSouza 

Postscript 
63 Anjana Menon on how Malayalam cinema continues to devalue the concept 

of consent; Shreya Ramnath asks whether the covrn-19 pandemic has 

opened up Carnatic music to the virtual world; Isha Bhallamudi on how 

"woke" politics must go beyond critiquing and cancelling popular culture in 

aggressive ways; and Last Lines by Ponnappa. 

· ina Threat 
..S::..:. ul Bhardwaj, Inderjeet Parmar ............ .. ...... 10 

ENTARY 

Essential Workers Need Essential Care 
ikhil Srivastav, Aditi Priya, Paya/ Hathi .... ... 13 

COVID-19: Mental Healthcare without 
Social Justice? -Roli Pandey, Shi/pi Kukreja, 
Kumar Ravi Priya ........ ... .......... .................. ... ..... 16 

Social Distancing and Sex Workers in India 
-Priyanka Tripathi, Chhandita Das .......... ........ 21 

Intellectual Property as Collateral 
-AbhishekKumar ..... .. .................................. .... 24 

REVIEW ARTICLE 

Governing Islam: Law, Empire, and Secularism 
in Modern South Asia; Divorcing Traditions: 
Islamic Marriage Law and the Making of Indian 
Secularism-Secularism, the State and 
Muslim Personal Law 
-Nandagopal R Menon ........... ... ... ... ......... ..... .... 28 

PERSPECTIVES 

(De)Valuing Dignity: Three Risks of Dignity 
Inflation in the Indian Supreme Court's 
Reasoning 
-Pritam Baruah .......... .............................. .... .... 33 

INSIGHT 

Migrant Workers and the Politics of 
Mental Health 
- Sudarshan R Kottai ............. .................. ..... .... 39 

SPECIAL ARTICLES 

The Popular Aesthetics of Social Mobility 
-Akshaya Kumar ...................................... .... ... 46 

Harvard's Trolley Problem 
-Peter Ronald deSouza .......... ................... .... .... 53 

CURRENT STATISTICS ..... . ............................. ... ..... 61 

POSTSCRIPT 

Beats of Misogyny-Anjana Menon (63), 
Of Unlikely Bedfellows: Classical Performance 
and the Internet -Shreya Ramnath (64), 
Bespoke but Not Woke-Isha Bhallamudi (65), 
Last Lines (66) 

LETTERS ....................... .... ....................................... 4 

60



AUGUST 8-15, 2020 I VOL LV NOS 32 & 33 

Crime Redefined: The State, Dissent and Democracy 
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Why Bihar's Record in Handling COVID-19 ls Dismal 
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Need for a Strong and Reliable Statistical System 
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RBI Moves to Shake Up Governance at Banks 
10 The RBI's discussion paper on Governance in Commercial Banks in India is 

refreshing in that it takes an approach to governance that is ownership-neutral. 

- TT Ram Mohan 

Clarifying the Rights of Daughters as Coparceners 
12 The Supreme Court has secured for Hindu women the right to be coparceners 

with retrospective effect from 1956, but has based its decision on a 

conservative interpretation. -Alok Prasanna Kumar 

Long on Rhetoric and Short on Substance 1 2 OCT 2020 
14 The approval of the National Education Policy, 2020 raises concerns around 

the question of provisioning for good quality universal education, equitable 

access to education, and the increasing push towards privatisation. 

- Praveen Jha, Pooja Parvati 

A Donkey's Wisdom 
17 Krishan Chander's 1964 novel Ek Gadha Neja Mein (A Donkey in NEFA), based 

on the 1962 China-India border conflict, offers a way of denouncing the 

destruction of war without leaving unquestioned the inherently violent task 

of drawing and defending national borders. -Adhira Mangalagiri 

The 'Memory' of a Historian 
20 A scholar extraordinaire in the fields of Russian and European history, 

Hari Shankar Vasudevan's untimely demise on account of coVIo-19 has meant 

a great loss to the world of humanities and social sciences. -Animesh Gupta 

Spectacle as a Response: The COVID-19 Pandemic 
28 The way the covm-19 pandemic is being understood and addressed makes it a 

spectacle in the Debordian sense, in which all the social relations are mediated 

through images and appearances. -Farhana Latief, Reyazul Haque 

Extending Design Thinking to Public Policy 
34 The study highlights both the potential applicability of the design-thinking 

approach to policymaking and specifies an application that can supplement 
the extant fiscal rule and potentially enhance fiscal management. 

- R K Pattnaik, Ranjan Banerjee 

Anthropological Archives: Dalit Religion Redux 
42 This paper revisits earlier ethnographic writing and assumption as an 

"archive" in order to reconsider Dalit "religions." - Saurabh Dube 

Landlessness and Agrarian Inequality without Landlord ism 
49 An analysis of the agrarian structure in terms of caste and class, based on 

field data collected from 13 Bhojpuri-speaking villages in Bihar, reveals that 

villages exhibit a high level of landlessness and agrarian inequality but 

without landlordism. - Gaurang R Sahay 

Labour Market Changes in India, 2005-18 
57 Unemployment among the young increased sharply as the gap between 

labour absorption and labour supply widened in India during 2012-18. 
-Jayan Jose Thomas 
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Why India Did Not Go to War with China 
10 The explanation for India's strategic reticence concerning the intrusions in 

Ladakh lies at the political level. -Ali Ahmed 

Higher Disease Burden in India's Elderly 
13 The disease burden among the elderly population is significantly higher 

compared to the younger population, according to the data from the 75th round 
of the National Sample Survey, 2017-18, which increases their vulnerability 
during the covrn-19 pandemic. -Alok Ranjan, Muraleedharan V R 

COVID-19 and Women Informal Sector Workers in India 
17 The precarious nature of employment of women informal workers is 

examined using data from the Periodic Labour Force Survey (2018-19), and 
their gendered experiences during the lockdown period are captured using 
data from rapid assessment studies. - Shiney Chakraborty 

Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan and Agriculture 
12ocr200 

21 In this short note, two proposals specific to agriculture announced as part of 
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan and the subsequent ordinances are critically 
examined. - Gopi Sankar G, Gopal Naik 

Pioneering Psephologist and Scholar Extraordinaire 
26 Ramashray Roy (1927-2020) was an eminent political scientist, 

well-remembered for his studies on parliamentary elections and 
Mithila culture. - Ajit Kumar Jha 

A Passionate Teacher and Activist: llina Sen (1951-2020) 
27 Ilina Sen, teacher, author and activist, has left behind a rich legacy of work 

and warmth that will continue to inspire women's and human rights activists 
and students. - Gabriele Dietrich 

Beginning of a New Mugabean Regime 
34 The prime movers of the new regime argued that Robert Mugabe's exit 

would guarantee economic recovery and restoration of democratic norms 
in the country, but the new government is a populist paradox. 
- Aswathi A Nair 

Private Healthcare Sector and Caesarean Sections in India 
39 An analysis of the latest round of the National Family Health Survey data 

reveals that the probability of an unplanned c-section is 13.5-14 percentage 
points higher in the private sector. - Mitul Surana, Ambrish Dongre 

Birth Pangs: Universal Maternity Entitlements in India 
48 In June 2018, a small survey of the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana in 

two blocks of Jharkhand examined the status of the scheme and the 
problems faced by women at the time of pregnancy and delivery. 
-Aarushi Kalra, Aditi Priya 

The Curious Case of PAN-Aadhaar Linkage 
54 Whether Aadhaar linkage to PAN truly identifies those holding financial 

instruments and undertaking financial transactions and ends black 
money and money laundering as the government claims are explored. 
-Anupam Saraph, Sanjana Krishnan 

Postscript 
71 Arundhatie B Kundal on baking and breaking bread during the lockdown; 

Suyash Saxena on reminiscing and the creation of memories; Santosh Kumar 
on how Jyoti Kumari's cycling feat is viewed as "matter out of place;" and 
Last Lines by Ponnappa. 
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Time for a Massive Fiscal Stimulus //D'/ ~. ·, C'"" , 

/ ) ·\ 
7 Only bold interventions by the government can ensure ;31u\ick r~f ?~et~~f '!~ 
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8 Respect for the party workers' efforts is the pre-eminent conditiimr-o rea1ise 

inner-party democracy. 

Real versus Fictitious 
10 The covm-19 pandemic is stretching the contradictions of the present 

economic arrangements to the limits, making change inevitable. 

-KN Harilal 

Spatial Effects ofCOVID-19 Transmission in Mumbai 
15 The significant spatial spillover effect of the pandemic across the wards of the 

city is likely to make the exit from the enforced lockdown a major challenge. 

-Ajit Kurnik 

COVID-19 and Population Density 
21 The article explores various methodologies of estimating the relation 

between population density and covm-19 cases to suggest that deaths 

per million may not be a sound indicator as a guide to public policy. 

- Anjum Altaf 

Digital Divide in Online Education 
23 Massive online education without addressing the huge access gap and 

disparities in digital infrastructure would be exclusionary and exacerbate 

existing socio-economic disparities. - Bheemeshwar Reddy A, Sunny Jose 

& R Vaidehi 

Influence of Virulent Nationalism on Proletarian Internationalism 
33 This article aims to study the global trade-union initiatives and their efforts 

besides understanding the journey of global union federations in wading 

through the forked challenges posed by globalisation and nationalism. 

- Santanu Sarkar 

Public Good Perspective of Public Health 
40 India's response to the covm-19 pandemic is linked to its abandonment of 

the welfare state, marginalisation of the public good principle and collapse 

and fragmentation of the public health system. - Sourindra Mohan Ghosh, 
Imrana Qadeer 

Gandhi and Saintliness 
49 An integrated reading of Gandhi's ideas, images, personal life, and political 

activities, at times, inflicts considerable damage to the understanding of 

his thoughts. - Samiksha Goyal, Nirmalangshu Mukherji 

Costs and Finances of the Prime Minister's Jan Arogya Yojana 
56 The Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana has been touted as an important tool 

to achieve universal health coverage, but there is still no clarity regarding the 

financial implications of this scheme. - Indrani Gupta, Samik Chowdhury, 
Abhijit Roy & Ramandeep 
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A Faulty Response to the COVID-19-induced Crisis 
10 The neo-liberal embrace of monetary measures that infuse cheap liquidity as 

a substitute for fiscal activism has not resulted in faster credit growth. 
- C P Chandrasekhar 

COVID-19 Mortality Trends and Reporting 
13 The differences between the numbers in India and Italy early in the covm-19 

pandemic are readily explained by the time and frequency of virus importations 
and the two countries' age profiles. - T Jacob John, MS Seshadri 

The Domicile Law of Jammu and Kashmir 
18 The policy has evoked the fear of demographic change, loss of economic and 

cultural rights, and has engineered profound changes in the political structure 
of the region. - Muhammad Mutahhar Amin 

Maharashtra's Semi-English Government-aided Schools 
22 The semi-English schools in Maharashtra that are aided by the government 

have much to teach the other states in terms of ease of English learning. 
-Arvind Sardana 

Emerging Governmentality and Biopolitics of COVID-19 
26 The biopolitics of the covm-19 pandemic is discussed amidst disciplining and 

quarantining measures associated with the governments' extraordinary 
powers during unprecedented times. -Abraham Samue~ Gorky Chakraborty 
&KJJoy 

Narrow Interests or Common Principles? 
29 An examination of the implications of the United States presidential elections 

for India and the positions of the candidates in the fray. - Satyendra Ranjan 

Impact of Natural Background Radiation on Health 
39 Some studies claim that the existence of high natural background radiation 

in coastal regions of Kerala and Tamil Nadu has no impact on the 
health of the population, while others disagree. - TS Krishnan, 
Annapureddy Rama Papi Reddy & M V Ramana 

Financing the Right to Education 
44 An assessment of the resource gaps for fulfilling the right to education across 

Indian states reveals the large gap between normative requirement and 
actual expenditure. - Sukanya Bose, Priyanta Ghosh & Arvind Sardana 

Invest More in Public Healthcare Facilities 
53 Data from National Sample Surveys (71st and 75th rounds) show that 

there is a significant increase in the utilisation of public facilities and, as a 
result, a dramatic fall in the overall financial burden on patients. 
- V R Muraleedharan, Girija Vaidyanathan, Sundararaman T, 
Umakant Dash, Alok Ranjan & Rajesh M 

Estimates of Health Insurance Coverage In India 
61 The coverage of health insurance in India is low and not uniform across the 

states and union territories, despite the fact that several public-funded 
schemes focus on the below poverty line population. - Binod Bihari Jena, 
Manoj Kumar Roul 

Postscript 
71 Aparna Vyas on how the market has transformed essential goods into status 

symbols; Meghaa reflects on her experiences as the author of a children's 
picture book; Rahulnath on shaking off the colonial gaze in photography; 
and Last Lines by Ponnappa. 
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Macroeconomics of a Lockdown 
10 A distinction must be drawn between two different kinds of 

the economy, one caused by the lockdown itself and the othe 
auto-deflation of demand. - Prabhat Patnaik 

Appointment of Judges to the Higher Judiciary 
12 The performance of the Supreme Court collegium during the pandemic is 

examined in this column by comparing it with available data for past years. 
- Alok Prasanna Kumar 

1 z ccr za20 
Universal Immunisation Coverage in India 
15 The role of two policy pillars in achieving immunisation coverage is examined 

by assessing the central funds disbursed to the state governments under the 
Universal Immunisation Programme and the available physical health 

infrastructure in the states. - Dweepobotee Brahma, Debasri Mukherjee 

Thinking of Gandhi Today 
20 Learning to think without being hindered by fear or temptation will, among 

other things, help those who want to emulate M K Gandhi deal with the 
gravest challenge that they face. - Sudhir Chandra 

Why It Makes Sense to Leave and Stay Gone 
23 Three different policies are outlined whose combination could have, and can 

still, reduce, if not entirely stop, the mass exodus of informal sector workers 
from Mumbai due to covrn-19. - Neeraj Hatekar, Palla vi Belhekar 

Police Violence on Dispossessed Dalits in Kashipur 
26 What remains behind the repetition of brazen violence is the continuous and 

calibrated deployment of different techniques of power that involve the 
recycling of violence in various forms. - Minati Dash 

The Curious Case of the Congress Party 
35 The extraordinary nature of the crisis faced by the Congress means that 

the revival of the party is necessarily predicated upon its renewal. 
- Suhas Palshikar 

Secular, Secularism and Non-translations 
40 This paper traces the conceptual-linguistic journey of the term "secular" in 

India and shows how its entry into any discussion was accompanied by 
questions of ambivalence about equivalence. - Rita Kothari 

Anti-caste Aesthetics and Dalit Interventions 
47 The paper attempts to evaluate and argue for an enabling anti-caste 

aesthetics articulated through an embodied sensibility in films, producing 
affective, expressive archives. - Manju Edachira 

Value Relevance, Earnings Management, Corporate Governance 
54 A comprehensive examination provides empirical evidence that earnings 

management affects the value relevance of accounting information and 
that good governance can reduce the practice among Indian firms. 
-Ameet Kumar Banerjee, Pitabas Mohanty 

Reimagining the Idea of a University in India 
61 A response to the editor's column, "University as an Idea" by Gopal Guru 

(EPW, 11 January 2020) and Swatahsiddha Sarkar's article, "The Idea of a 
University in India" (EPW, 4 April 2020). - Venkataraman Ganesh 
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Hydrocracies, Hubris, Hazardscapes 
10 The effects of infrastructural projects in Assam that play a prominent role 

in "engineering" floods in the Brahmaputra river are discussed. 
- Mirza Zulfiqur Rahman 

China-bashing and Post-COVID-19 Narrative 
14 The disruption of supply chains caused by covrn-19 has led to predictions 

that international firms will relocate production away from China, but 
such changes will neither be quick nor painless. - Biju Paul Abraham, 
Biswajit Nag & Partha Ray 

Waiting for the Eureka Moment 
18 Even as health systems are close to breaking down and economies ar1 , i~ 

due to covrn-19, most governments are failing to provide appropriate social 
security and relief. - Ravi Duggal 

(De)politicising the 'Private' in Bengal 
20 The article discusses if and how households are compelled to state their 

traditional identities, allow encroachment on their existence, and evaluate 
the formation of emerging (pseudo) safe spaces after it sheds the fetters 
of politics. -Amrita DasGupta 

Hand loom Weavers and Lockdown in Sualkuchi 
23 After demonetisation in 2016, and imposition of the goods and services tax in the 

subsequent year, the covrn-19 lockdown has turned out to be a final nail in the 
coffin for the handloom sector in Assam. -Anamika Das, Rajib Sutradhar 

Disability during COVID-19 
30 covrn-19 and the resultant lockdowns have severely curtailed the mobility of 

persons with disabilities and restricted their ability to seek basic necessities, 
healthcare, and assistance. - Srei Chanda, TV Sekher 

Macroeconomic Consequences of a Lockdown 
34 The resource position and slump in demand due to the lockdown can be 

reversed only by discarding the usual macroeconomic framework and 
implementing out-of-the-box solutions. -Arun Kumar 

Neo-liberal Reforms in Higher Education 
41 The covrn-19 pandemic and resultant changes in the education system are 

being used to increase acceptability of the reforms that aim at making society 
receptive to the principles of free market. - Debashis Biswas 

Impact of MGNREGA on Consumption Expenditure 
49 This study attempts to quantify the impact of the MGNREGA on the level 

and pattern of consumption expenditure of rural households at the national 
level using a difference-in-differences method. -P Mahendra Varman, 
Neeraj Kumar 

Assam and the NRC: A Political Reading 
55 A response to Deepankar Basu and Debarshi Das's article, "Assam's Politics and 

the NRC" (EPW, 1 February 2020), which had responded to the author's article, 
"Assam's 2019 Verdict and the Anti-CAB Mobilisations" (EPW, 28 December 2019). 
-Akhil Ranjan Dutta 

Postscript 
62 Rohitha Naraharisetty on Rhea Chakraborty's demonisation on the news 

and on social media; Rashmi Sawhney on how life imitates dystopic art this 
year; Tapas Mitra on how reading can change lives and bring us 
unfathomable hours of happiness; and Ponnappa's Last Lines. 
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New Labour Codes and Their Loopholes 
7 Every successive reform in labour laws fails to plug the loopholes. 

Imposing New Inequities 
8 Without an appropriate regulatory mechanism, deregulation is detrimental 

to farmers ' interests. 

Privatisation and the Voluntary Retirement Scheme 
11 The voluntary retirement scheme of public sector enterprises, most recently 

implemented in BSNL, is one of the instruments through which labour 

flexibility is ushered in public sector enterprises, which often end in 

privatisation. - Vinoj Abraham, Ritika Jain 

Odisha's Management of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
15 Odisha, in spite of a poor public health system, did well in managing the 

pandemic in the initial month, adopting a proactive, as against reactive, course. 

- Nandini Garikipati 

The Story of a Peasant Struggle in Jiwandesar, Rajasthan 
19 Farmers of Jiwandesar, a village in Rajasthan, have waged a struggle for the 

past two and a half decades for getting irrigation water from Gang canal. 

-AkhilAlha 

Gentle Giant of Labour Economics 
23 Lalit Deshpande's (1933-2020) tremendous work on labour economics, 

unemployment and migration was strongly influenced by his liberal principles. 

- Dilip Nachane 

The Supreme Court: Then and Now 
31 There is a tendency to view the threat to judicial independence in India as 

emerging from the executive branch, and occasionally the legislature. 

-Justice AP Shah 

Dalit Feminist Voices on Reproductive Rights 
38 This paper attempts to explore the significance of caste by drawing on 

in-depth interviews with Dalit feminists who challenge dominant 

understandings of surrogacy in debates on reproductive technologies. 

-Johanna Gondouin, Suruchi Thapar-Bjorkert & Mohan Rao 

Transition Theory and India's Groundwater Management Systems 

46 A critical look at the work of some non-governmental organisations and a 

case study of Bengaluru through the lens of transition theory help shed light 

on community-driven, participatory groundwater management approaches. 

- Gogol Datta 

Measuring Access to Higher Education 
54 A response to "Measuring Access, Quality and Relevance in Higher 

Education" by Pankaj Mittal et al (EPW, 13 June 2020) - Malish CM 
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Is Policing a Moral Question? 
7 The actions of the police in the Hathras gang rape case show a disturbing lack 

of sensitivity. 

Nagging Annals of the Bahri Verdict 
8 Institutional failure that led to the verdict suggests spontaneity as the sure 

route to escape from conviction. 

lndia~s First Per Curiam: The Ayodhya Verdict 
10 A per curiam opinion seeks to project the court as a resolute bloc in 

unanimous verdicts; as such, the Supreme Court's choice of anonymity in the 
Ayodhya decision is examined. - Sumedha Ray Sarkar 

Deepening Agrobusiness Capitalism and Centralisation 
14 Agricultural market reforms recently enacted by the National Democratic 

1 Alliance government reflect the Bharatiya Janata Party's determination to 
push its agenda of centralisation of economic power and decision-making. 
- Pritam Singh 

Disastrous Decade for Data: The Way Forward 
18 Questions on credibility of official data and the pandemic-induced problems have 

come at a time when technology offers solutions to data collection, processing 
and dissemination. -Arjun Kumar, PC Mohanan & Amitabh Kundu 

Lessons from #MeToo: Where Are We Now? 
21 With #MeToo having taken the world by storm in the last few years, 

reflecting on debates in the Indian context reveals some important lessons. 
- Rohitha Naraharisetty 

Academic Administration and Academic Freedom 
25 The recent penal measures taken against some faculty members of the Kerala 

Agricultural University are analysed against the backdrop of the 
misappropriation of autonomy of academic institutions to curtail the 
autonomy of individual academics. - Priyadarsanan Dharma Rajan 

lnclusivity in School Education and the Budget 
34 This article examines state budgeting for education of children with disabilities 

by analysing existing interventions, both by union and state governments, 
through a detailed analysis of school education budgets for six states. 
- Protiva Kundu 

Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 2020: Inviting a Bigger Crisis 
40 The proposed Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 2020 is not only anti-people, but 

also fails to address the long-term crises in the sector and will only accelerate 
its deterioration. - Tejal Kanitkar, Sudha Mahalingam & R Srikanth 

Tribal Rights and Heritage Conservation in the Western Ghats 
46 In the context of Karnataka, the implementation of the Scheduled Tribes and 

Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 

shows how the concerns of tribals and indigenous people are often 
marginalised in the debates around conservation. - Madhusudan Bandi 

Postscript 
55 Mrinmoy Pramanick on the silence around the diverse experiences of 

partition, and notions of home and nation; Neha Sinha on balcony 

birders during the lockdown and strengthening citizen science; 
Ravishankar V Kommu on S P Balasubrahmanyam's influence on the 
Telugu people; and Last Lines by Ponnappa. 
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Ethos of Justice and Its Adversaries 
7 Rape atrocities tragically suggest that justice is in dire need of egalitarian 

commitment by every citizen. 

Bihar Assembly Elections, 2020 
8 Caste complacency of the ruling combination necessarily deflects attention 

from critical self-evaluation. 

Newly Formed Empowered 'Technology Group' and COVID-19 
10 The role of the empowered "Technology Group" with respect to building and 

promoting health technologies is discussed. - Sunil Mani, Janak Nabar 

Tax on Agricultural Income: Holy Cow of the Indian Economy 
12 A 2019 CAG report has brought out glaring irregularities in the 

exemptions given to agricultural income for income tax purposes. 

1 - Govind Bhattacharjee 

Post-COVID-19 Challenges in the Indian IT Industry 
17 The covm-19 pandemic as a paradigm shift has created significant 

barriers for IT firms to maintain cognitive proximity with their 
clients and could adversely impact their global competitiveness. 

- Rohan Chinchwadkar, Vinish Kathuria 

In Search of Optimal Inflation: Evidence from CPI Data 
21 The impact of inflation on dispersion of relative prices is examined in a 

cointegration framework using a data set of all seven components of the 
consumer price index from India. - Sartaj Rasool Rather 

The COVID-19 Pandemic and the Crisis of the Social Sciences 
29 This article raises wider questions like whether the social sciences have been 

able to provide any meaning to the covm-19 crisis by exploring the life 
worlds of body, time and nature. - Shiv Visvanathan 

Dal it Journals in Colonial Madras (1869-1943) 
34 This article attempts to construn a history of Dalit journals in colonial 

Madras by analysing the sociopolitical contexts and the content of 42 journals 

published from 1869 to 1943. -J Balasubramaniam 

Life to Indian Languages 
40 This paper presents a linguist's response to the main themes that run through 

Javed Majeed's (2019) comprehensive and thought-provoking two-volume 

study of the Linguistic Survey of India and its editor, George A Grierson. 

-Ayesha Kidwai 

India's Rural Organised Manufacturing Industries 
49 Given the robust performance of India's rural organised manufacturing 

industries in recent times, this study attempts to understand the nature of the 

technical change underlying it. - Nabanita Mitra, Debarshi Das 

Weakening of Institutions of Primary Healthcare 
58 It is necessary to revive referral services needed for primary-level 

curative care by focusing on strengthening community health centres and 

developing a strong public health workforce at the grassroots level. 
- Mathew George 
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Stopping the Health Crisis from Becoming a Debt Crisis 
10 The middle-income countries would need substantial amounts of financing to 

meet the fiscal costs of the covrn-19 pandemic. -Avinash Persaud 

Appointment of Judges to the Higher Judiciary 
11 How many of the collegium's recommendations for appointment of judges have 

been implemented by the union government, and how quickly, is examined. 

-Alok Prasanna Kumar 

The Making of a Masked Mandate 
14 The discourse around the forthcoming Bihar assembly elections of 2020 

is rife with the usual rhetoric of development brandished by the ruling 
alliance, while the opposition stresses the underdevelopment of the state. 

- Ravi Ranjan 

I 

Agricultural Market Operations across the Lockdown in J&K 
17 By providing empirical evidence, the impact of the covrn-19 lockdown on the 

agricultural market operations of the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir 

is analysed. -Jabir Ali, Waseem Khan 

Spectre of Election Day Meltdown in the United States 
21 As the United States gears up for presidential elections in November, a 

review of its electoral processes suggests a deepening structural crisis. 
- Satyendra Ranjan 

Suffering in Silence 
30 The presence of status quo bias and information asymmetry in the market 

of menstrual products as deterrents for urban, educated menstruating 
women to protect their health and the environment is examined. 

- Muskan Soni, Padmini Ram 

Progressiveness of Finance Commission 
37 The implications of the recommendations of the Fourteenth Finance Commission 

on the finances of Bihar as a result of changes in the tied, untied and overall 
union devolution are identified. - Barna Ganguli, Bakshi Amit Kumar Sinha 

Vulnerabilities in Utilising Maternal and Child Health Services 
45 The linkages between multiple vulnerabilities and the utilisation of maternal and 

child health services are investigated using data from National Family Health 
Survey-4 (2015-16) for Uttar Pradesh. -Prem Shankar Mishra, TS Syamala 

Jammu and Kashmir's Open Defecation Free Status 
53 A microstudy was carried out in Bishnah block of Jammu district to analyse 

the claim of the 100% open defecation free status of Jammu and Kashmir 

announced in September 2018. - Sapna K Sangra 

Sex Workers and Misrepresentations 
58 A response to "Social Distancing and Sex Workers in India" by Priyanka Tripathi 

and Chhan di ta Das (EPW, 1 August 2020) - Sweta Dash, Barathi Nakkeeran 

Postscript 
63 Anil Fakira Kshirsagar on the new relevance of Amitav Ghosh's novel The 

Circle of Reason; Radhika Joshi on how classical musicians can cope with the 
new reality brought about by the covrn-19 pandemic; Lorraine de Souza on 
the role of their lived experiences in the popularity of Joe Biden and Kamala 
Harris; and Last Lines by Ponnappa. 
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Pandemic in the Eyes of the World Bank and the IMF 
7 A damning critique does not allow India to remain self-complacent on the 

economic and health fronts. 

On People's Alliance for Gupkar Declaration 
8 The new alliance is reconfigured around the prospect of democratic politics, 

but its realisation may face challenges. 
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10 India, Pakistan and China need to sit together and take a decision to jettison 
the "balance of power" theory that has kept them entrapped in trying to 
balance each other by using proxy war and interference in each other's 
internal matters. - Atul Bhardwaj 

India's Far from Neo-liberal Economic Order in the Modi Era 
12 , India's economic order is far from neo-liberal and expectations that the 

Modi government would liberalise audaciously have been disappointed. 
-James Manor 

Use of EdTech in Indian School Education during COVID-19 
16 This article examines issues faced by schoolteachers from across the country 

in their efforts to connect with their students during online teaching at a time 
of social distancing. -Ajay K Singh, Raja Sekhar Satyavada, Tushar 
Goel, Padma Sarangapani & Nishevita Jayendran 

BJ P's Twitter Experiments and Tamil Resilience 
20 While the Bharatiya Janata Party and right-wing affiliates' campaigns in 

Tamil Nadu social media circles spill over to offline public discourse, they are 
still unable to draw support from a wider audience. - Vignesh Karthik KR, 
Vihang Jumle & Jeyannathann Karunanithi 

The Future of Work in the Post-COVID-19 World 
23 With technology replacing many human activities, our societies will likely 

shift towards more individualistic entities with less human interaction. 
- Elia Rossi, Jose Balsa-Barreiro 

Status Quo Anti: A Mind Reset for Post-pandemic Revival 
32 This article argues in favour of dismantling the Industrial Disputes Act and 

emphasises the issues for the "post-coronial" economic development of India. 
- Dipankar Gupta 

Repercussions of Protracted Currency Shortage 
40 A survey conducted among two distinct groups in Mumbai and Pune, three 

months after demonetisation, reveals the adverse impact of currency shortages 
on the incomes and livelihoods of those employed in tiny, informal enterprises. 
-Anuradha Kalhan 

Beyond Biomedical and Statistical Approaches in COVID-19 
47 Past experience seems to be corroborated in the present epidemic that a 
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diverse as ours. - Ritu Priya, Sanghmitra Acharya, Rama Baru, 
Vikas Bajpai, Ramila Bisht, Rajib Dasgupta, Prachinkumar Ghodajkar, 
Nemthiang Guite & Sunita Reddy 
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