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India’s Public Health System on Trial?
7  Adecentralised public health system that socialises the cost of healthcare
is required.

Survival and Mobility in the Midst of a Pandemic

8  Theworking poor disproportionately bear the adverse impacts of the
pandemic amidst the economic slowdown.

Impact of COVID-19 and What Needs to Be Done

10 Tackling the covip-19 outbreak will require political will and decisive
actions from the government, which should not constrain expenditures in
view of maintaining the permissible limit of fiscal deficit. — Arun Kumar

Fighting Fires: Migrant Workers in Mumbai

13 The causes and aftermaths of fires in Mumbai’s most industrially dense areas
and how the migrant workers cope with them even as their skills and knowledge
prevent bigger accidents are examined. — Maansi Parpiani

Reducing the Spread of COVID-19

16 Long-term measures are needed to reduce the possibility of the disastrous
spread of diseases like covin-i19 and to enhance the ability of communities to
deal with such eventualities. — Vikalp Sangam Core Group

Politics of Scheduled Tribe Status in Assam

18  The trajectory of six communities of Assam in demanding the Scheduled
Tribe status and the operations of the various government committees that
were formed to look into the matter are traced. — Jayanta Krishna Sarmah,
Joyjit Hazarika

The Idea of a University in India

21 Are universities producing knowledge for knowledge’s sake, or training
individuals to fall in line with a neo-liberal nationalist agenda of economic
development? — Swatahsiddha Sarkar

Interrogating the Politics of Folk

30 The analysis of Goalpariya folk music of Assam and its various facets helps
deconstruct the conventional notion of “folk” as a neutral, static, historically
continuous, and an unproblematic concept. — Simona Sarma

The Troubled Ascent of a Marine Ring Seine Fishery

36 Fieldwork in Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu suggests that regimes function as arenas
for deliberating and battling alternative futures in fishing and mask deep
sociolegal divides. — Maarten Bavinck

Have Economic Reforms Trumped Democratic Decentralisation?

44 Based on a critical analysis of the interrelationship between the nature of
devolution and economic reforms, it is argued that the latter seems to have
triumphed over democratic decentralisation in Gujarat. — H S Shylendra

The Lost Ground: The Fate of the Adivasi Collective Rights

53 We need to think about Adivasi collective rights beyond the state legal
framework which can ensure for them the free use of resources in forests
and hills. — Bhangya Bhukya

Postscript

62 Nandana Bose on the long-overdue recognition of the South Korean film
industry; a poem by Maaz Bin Bilal; Rena S Kulkarni on effecting political
consciousness in the diaspora; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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The Yes Bank Rescue and Its Aftermath
10 Doubts persist about the wisdom of the public-private partnership model for
rescue of Yes Bank. — T T Ram Mohan

India’s Food System in the Time of COVID-19

12 India’s complete lockdown has caused unnecessary disruptior
chain, while the consumer sentiment and business outlook
are bleak. — Abhishek, Vaibhav Bhamoriya, Puneet Gupi
Avinash Kishore, Ritesh Kumar, Abhishek Sharma & Shi

COVID-19 and Macroeconomic Uncertainty

15 The macroeconomic uncertainty created by covin-19 dem
simultaneous policy intervention in terms of public health
and livelihood and more fiscal-monetary policy coordination.
— Lekha Chakraborty, Enmanuel Thomas

Ideologies and Their Impact on Higher Education

19 Whether the new inroads made by privatisation in higher education,
exacerbating coercive inequality among the youth of the country, are a
manifestation of the dominant right-wing ideology needs examination.
— Seerat Kaur Gill, Gurparkash Singh

The Caste, Class and Regional Face of Vegetarianism

21 Changes in the incidence of vegetarianism across time are sought to be analysed
by identifying the specific trends at the level of region, caste and class.
— Suraj Jacob, Balmurli Natrajan

Revisiting the Death Penalty in India

30 The consistency with which the doctrine of “collective conscience” has been
used by the Indian judiciary while imposing the death sentence, compels us
to contemplate how it has been applied. — Anurag Bhaskar

Can Payments Banks Succeed?

38 The Reserve Bank of India’s argument that technological innovation will
allow payments banks to achieve a seemingly impossible trilemma of financial
inclusion while still being competitive and profitable is examined.

— Indradeep Ghosh, Ajit Ranade

Key Drivers of Indian Greenhouse Gas Emissions

46 The underlying drivers of changes in the greenhouse gas emissions over time
in India are investigated using several complementary approaches, and
emissions projections are compared with a range of emission scenarios.
— Jonas Karstensen, Joyashree Roy, Barun Deb Pal, Glen Peters &
Robbie Andrew

Scaling Up Demand-side Management and Solar Pumping

Programmes: Use of Multi-stakeholder Cost—Benefit Regulatory

54 Using a cost-benefit regulatory framework, agricultural programme
strategies for energy-efficient pumpsets and grid-connected solar pumpsets
are analysed. — Priya Sreedharan, F Kahrl & S Mavanoor

Manufacturing Slowdown in India

60 The real value added in the Indian manufacturing sector for the period
2011-12 to 201617 is measured using the double deflation approach and the
results corroborated by the movement of high frequency indicators that are
correlated with manufacturing activity. — Sutirtha Bandopadhyay,
Rahul Nilakantan
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Civil Society during Lockdown
7  Civil society leverage, though transitory, works as a breather for the
governments and the businesses.

A Robust Media
8  The covip-19 pandemic poses serious questions about newsroom practices
and for media companies.

COVID-19 and US—China Tussle

10 The Sino—American relations have hit a new low in the wake of the covip-19
outbreak, with both engaged in a propaganda war against each other that the
United States seems to be winning. — Atul Bhardwaj

Gendering the COVID-19 Pandemic: Women Locked and Down

13 The covip-19 crisis has affected Indian women differently due to their
perceived dependency and status as secondary citizens; rather it
overburdens them, bereaves them of agency, and compromises their safety.
— Madhuri Dixit, Dilip Chavan

Public Health during Pandemics and Beyond

17 Therapid spread of covip-19 in India brings home the importance
of strengthening public health services and investing in the broader
determinants of health. — Daksha Parmar

COVID-19 Relief Package: Will Central Largesse Help

Construction Workers?

20 With construction workers being among the worst hit by the covip-19 crisis,
the role of construction welfare boards is assessed, and questions are raised
over the proper distribution of direct benefit transfers to them. — Ajit Jha

WhatLies beyond Legalism for the LGBT Movement?

28 The legalist approach taken so far with respect to the lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender movement has marginalised more radical possibilities of
. resistance by rendering diverse identities and intersectionality invisible.

— Francis Kuriakose, Deepa Kylasam Iyer

Trade War and Global Economic Architecture
35 Whether the emerging economies have the ability to influence the course and
4 outcomes of the current trade war, and whether this trade war can generate
the possibility of reform of the international institutions are explored here.

— Biju Paul Abraham, Partha Ray

Present Crises of Capitalism and Its Reforms

42  The future prospects and long-run viability of capitalism in India are delimited
by the accentuating threats of ecological imbalance and growing inequality.
— Pulin B Nayak

Health Insurance in Private Hospitals |

49 The availability and spread of private hospitals in the country and their
empanelment in government-sponsored health insurance schemes are analysed.
— Mita Choudhury, Pritam Datta

Land Acquisition in Punjab

57 Analysing a case of development-induced displacement through a survey
of land dispossession in Punjab reveals how displacement for development
projects adversely affects farmers. — Sandeep Kaur, Gurvinder Singh,
Jashanpreet Kaur & Harpreet Singh
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Exiting the Lockdown Sustainably

10 Tolockdown or “open up the economy” is a false dicho
— Avinash Persaud

Challengesin the Midst of the COVID-19 Pand

11 Kerala’s experience shows how public investment in he
participatory mode of governance with empowered locai goverunenscan
help in pandemic mitigation. — Pinarayi Vijayan

Parliaments in the Time of the Pandemic

14 Taking a cue from the parliaments worldwide that are functional during the
pandemic, modalities to ensure the functioning of parliamentary institutions
need to be devised. — Maansi Verma

COVID-19 and Infectious Misinformation

18  Enabling people to identify unscientific claims and hoaxes is the way forward
to build rational immunity to halt the infectious spread of misinformation.
- Aniket Sule

Marginalised Migrants and Bihar as an Area of Origin

21 The return migration to Bihar in the wake of covip-19 necessitates that the
state generate farm and non-farm employment to address the crisis situation.
— Avinash Kumar, Manish Kumar

Economic Implication of a Novel Disease Outbreak

25 It hasbecome highly imperative to invest in total epidemic preparedness
involving health and non-health interventions, research and development as
well as capacity building at all levels. — Unmilan Kalita, Arup Kumar
Hazarika, Rajiv Kumar Bora, Subhash Khanna & Tapash Kumar Barman

Encroachments on the Waterbodies in Tamil Nadu
27 Recurrent droughts in Tamil Nadu necessitate that its waterbodies be
restored and protected, and encroachments are removed. — S Rajendran

Measuring Access, Quality and Relevance in Higher Education
34 It is proposed that the eligible enrolment ratio could be a better indicator to
measure the level of participation in education instead of the gross enrolment
ratio, as highlighted by a study of five-year data of 10 different countries.
— Pankaj Mittal, Anjali Radkar, Anitha Kurup, Ashwani Kharola &
Bhushan Patwardhan

Divergent Responses to the Forest Rights Act in Nagarahole

38 The FrA’s success has been limited, as it has been unable to fully take into
account specific histories, socio-economic conditions, and political discourses
of conservation advocates and Adivasi rights activists. — Priya Gupta

Impact of the Negative Interest Rate Policy

46 The analysis provides an assessment of the domestic and global implications
of the negative interest rate policy and how it differs from that of
quantitative easing. — Abhishek Anand, Lekha Chakraborty

Water Conservation and Religious Organisations

57 Aresponse to Srirupa Bhattacharya’s article “Groundwater, Gurus, and
Governmentality: Seva in the Neo-liberal Development Regime in India”
(EPw, 10 August 2019) — Sachin Tiwale

Postscript

63 Shreya Yadav reflects on communities whose lives are intertwined with the
ecology; Sunil Macwan sees literature’s power to vividly capture human
behaviour in times of crisis; Devashish Makhija on whether contemporary
Indian cinema records the people’s history of our times; and Last Lines

by Ponnappa.
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NEET Undermines Constitutional Provisions
7  oBcreservations for NEET are a constitutional necessity for ensuring
social justice.

Sensitivity, Not Sensationalism
8  Themedia regurgitates learned biases when reporting on people w
health disorders. e

il
>
Lawless Lawmaking in a COVID-19 World e
10 India’s management of the covip-19 global pandemic has been maj
by excessive centralisation, lawless lawmaking and non-consultatir
decision-making processes at the union-government level.

— Alok Prasanna Kumar

Procedural Rationality in the Time of COVID-19

13 In complex situations like the current global pandemic, where Knightian
uncertainty plays a big role, the behaviour of countries, sectors of the
economy, and individuals may be characterised by procedural rationality.
— Utteeyo Dasgupta, Chandan Kumar Jha & Sudipta Sarangi

Towards More Inclusive Water Management

16  Policy and practice related to water management have failed to create inclusive
solutions due to blinkered disciplinary thinking about a resource that plays
multiple sociocultural, environmental, economic and ecological roles.
— Neha Khandekar, Tanvi Agrawal, Rashmi Kulranjan & Siddhartha Krishnan

The Overseer of the Plague: Reading Oedipus Rex during COVID-19
19 Acritical reading of the Greek tragedy Oedipus Rex with a focus on the
protagonist as a ruler overseeing a city under a plague is illuminating for
our times. — Maaz Bin Bilal

Neo-liberal Restoration at the Barrel of a Gun

21 Some characteristics of the contemporary phase of global neo-liberalism in
light of the recent coup organised by the extreme right-wing forces in
Bolivia against the leftist President Evo Morales in 2019 are examined.
— Tathagatan Ravindran

Remembering A Vaidyanathan (1931-2020)

25 AVaidyanathan was a stalwart among social scientists and has made
distinguished contributions to several branches of economics: agriculture
and irrigation, water management, data analysis and development policy.
— VK Natraj

Gandhi and the Pandemic

34 During the 1918-19 Spanish flu in India, the letters and utterances of
Mohandas Gandhi give some clues as to why he may have been numb to what
was transpiring around him. — Thomas Weber, Dennis Dalton

Decoding Ayushman Bharat: A Political Economy Perspective

107 Ayushman Bharat is a step towards creating a system that would facilitate in
relinquishing public funds and public institutions to already dominant
private players, which will have serious implications for the healthcare
delivery system in India. — Shailender Kumar Hooda

Farmer Suicides in Maharashtra, 2001-2018

116 An analysis of data reveals the relationship between farmer suicides and
issues such as monsoon failure, water shortage, drought, absence of social
security, robust crop procurement mechanisms and increasing debt burdens.
— Dnyandev Talule 55
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Review of Rural Affairs

This edition of the Review of Rural Affairs brings together a set of five papers that traverse dive: ture
and the rural economy in India. These papers present interesting insights, both from the analy:
as from longitudinal surveys and field-based studies, on the transitions underway in the agricu e

suggestions for policymaking.

Droughts, Heatwaves and Agricultural Adaptation: A Historical Account

5 There has been an escalation in the frequency and intensity of extreme events such as droughts ana heatwaves that are
attributed to climate change. The paper examines the impact of heatwaves and drought on agricultural production in India,
over 1981-2015 on 10 crops, namely paddy, jowar, bajra, maize, tur, groundnut, soybean, wheat, mustard, and gram. It finds
that the adaptation to climate variability has happened on account of advancements in technology, increased awareness,
institutional learning, and other strategies to cope with droughts. However, it shows that there exists considerable variation
across crops regarding the adaptability to climatic variability based on the sensitivity of the crop to water stress and heat,
crop responsiveness to irrigation and cost of adaptation in relation to value of the crop. — Ashutosh Kumar Tripathi,
Sumita Sindhi

Small Farmers and Organised Retail Chains in India

13 To assess the drivers and constraints determining the participation in two types of marketing chains, the farmers selling
vegetables to Mother Dairy, an organised retail chain, are compared with those selling to the local mandi in Haryana. The
findings point to the significance of farm size in determining farmers’ participation in organised retail chains. Using the
Heckman selection—correction model, it is found that though the income of participating farmers increases, this depends on
the farm size. The Ginni coefficient shows that the inequality in income distribution is more among the participating rather
than the non-participating farmers. — Jitender Singh

Punjab’s Agricultural Labourers in Transition: A Longitudinal Study of Three Decades

21 The transition of agricultural labour households over three decades in the rural economy of Punjab is elucidated using
longitudinal surveys conducted in 1978—88 and 2018-19. The extent and the magnitude of this transition are analysed,
revealing that, with time, the income pattern of households has changed, which is mainly attributed to changes in the pattern
of employment. Further, policy measures are suggested to improve the levels of living of this stratum of the rural society.
— Sukhpal Singh, Shruti Bhogal

Employment of Women in Rural Punjab: Deconstructing Agricultural Growth Policy

29 The labour market implications of growth in the agricultural sector, specifically on the female labour force participation
rate in rural Punjab are assessed. Using both secondary and primary sources of data, it is argued that agricultural growth
and crop diversification strategies are not enough to improve the labour force participation rate. Although the employment
policies focusing on faster growth, that are based on growth models in economics assuming zero transaction costs, expected
that growth itself would generate employment, the paper points out that these policies ignored the social, demographic, and
economic constraints faced by women. — Ashapurna Baruah, Indervir Singh

Development Challenges for Agriculture in Maharashtra

36 The agricultural sector has been under tremendous stress in Maharashtra. Arguing that the state policy has dished out a raw
deal to the agricultural sector, the path of this retrogression and the reasons behind the trends are traced. It is found that
the agricultural sector is losing cultivable land to other uses as stagnation has set in, which is also accompanied by a sharp
increase in small and marginal holdings. The state has no agricultural policy document in place and the sector largely depends
on spc adic firefighting approaches. — Khalil Shaha, S Yogeshwari & R S Deshpande
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10 As foreign offices around the world try to make sense of the disruption in

. . . o . Who Is Responsible for Custodial Violence? ....... 8
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Social Security for Migrant Workers during
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New Labour Codes and Their Loopholes
7  Every successive reform in labour laws fails to plug the loopholes.

Imposing New Inequities
8  Without an appropriate regulatory mechanism, deregulation is detrimental
to farmers’ interests.

Privatisation and the Voluntary Retirement Scheme

11 The voluntary retirement scheme of public sector enterprises, most recently
implemented in BSNL, is one of the instruments through which labour
flexibility is ushered in public sector enterprises, which often end in
privatisation. — Vinoj Abraham, Ritika Jain

Odisha’s Management of the COVID-19 Pandemic

15 Odisha, in spite of a poor public health system, did well in managing the
pandemic in the initial month, adopting a proactive, as against reactive, course.
— Nandini Garikipati

The Story of a Peasant Struggle in Jiwandesar, Rajasthan

19  Farmers of Jiwandesar, a village in Rajasthan, have waged a struggle for the
past two and a half decades for getting irrigation water from Gang canal.
— Akhil Alha

Gentle Giant of Labour Economics

23 Lalit Deshpande’s (1933-2020) tremendous work on labour economics,
unemployment and migration was strongly influenced by his liberal principles.
— Dilip Nachane

The Supreme Court: Then and Now

31 There is a tendency to view the threat to judicial independence in India as
emerging from the executive branch, and occasionally the legislature.
— Justice AP Shah

Dalit Feminist Voices on Reproductive Rights

38 This paper attempts to explore the significance of caste by drawing on
in-depth interviews with Dalit feminists who challenge dominant
understandings of surrogacy in debates on reproductive technologies.
— Johanna Gondouin, Suruchi Thapar-Bjorkert & Mohan Rao

Transition Theory and India’s Groundwater Management Systems

46 A critical look at the work of some non-governmental organisations and a
case study of Bengaluru through the lens of transition theory help shed light
on community-driven, participatory groundwater management approaches.
— Gogol Datta

Measuring Access to Higher Education
54 Aresponse to “Measuring Access, Quality and Relevance in Higher
Education” by Pankaj Mittal et al (epw, 13 June 2020) — Malish CM

68

Economic&PoliticalWEEKLY

EDITORIALS
New Labour Codes and Their Loooholes.............. 7
Imposing Newln . 8

FROM THE EDITOF
Living beyond Di [

FROM50 YEARSAC .. 9

COMMENTARY

Privatisation and we volunary neuement
Scheme: The Case of BSNL

—Vinoj Abraham, Ritika Jain..........cccccvrvvinenees 11

Public Health Lessons: Odisha’s Management
of the COVID-19 Pandemic
—Nandini Garikipati ........ ...15

The Story of a Peasant Struggle in
Jiwandesar, Rajasthan: Origin, Evolution
and the Current Status

—AKRIL ARG oeeeeeevreevecrininereeseenevseeeneseeanns 19
Gentle Giant of Labour Economics:

Lalit Deshpande (1933-2020)

—Dilip Nachane...........ccceoueun... 23

BOOK REVIEWS
Indian Muslim(s) after Liberalization—Identity
and Status of the Indian Muslim
—Abusaleh SHATff ..ccovveereerrrcereenireeeceecnnan 26

A Population History of India: From the First
Modern People to the Present Day—The Return of
Historical Demography

—ChInMAy TUMDE......ccrveeureeeeerecerrerireneeieiereeaes 28

Understanding Human Ecology: Knowledge, Ethics
and Politics—A Multidimensional Approach to
Human Ecology

—Sujata Sriram, Anahita Bhandari.................. 29
PERSPECTIVES

The Supreme Court: Then and Now

—Justice AP SHARA.....uecviimriiecierercennaereerenerenns 31
SPECIAL ARTICLES

Dalit Feminist Voices on Reproductive Rights and
Reproductive Justice

—Johanna Gondouin,

Suruchi Thapar-Bjorkert, Mohan Rao................ 38

Transition Theory and India’s Groundwater
Management Systems: A Case Study of Bengaluru

—GOZOl DALLA ..vvvereerraeeecareee et 46

DISCUSSION
Measuring Access to Higher Education:
Indicators and Indications

—MaliSH CM...oneeeeeeeeeerieecteeeeeeeecee s eraeeeas 54
CURRENT STATISTICS.....ccovurernrecrcasensrsasasirecasenre 57
LETTERS ...cccovevemierenreresereseninsrasesesessmsossmanssssesesessacs 4




OCTOBER 10, 2020 | VOL LV NO 41

Is Policing a Moral Question?
7  The actions of the police in the Hathras gang rape case show a disturbing lack
of sensitivity.

Nagging Annals of the Babri Verdict
8 Institutional failure that led to the verdict suggests spontaneity as the sure
route to escape from conviction.

India’s First Per Curiam: The Ayodhya Verdict

10 A per curiam opinion seeks to project the court as a resolute bloc in
unanimous verdicts; as such, the Supreme Court’s choice of anonymity in the
Ayodhya decision is examined. — Sumedha Ray Sarkar

Deepening Agrobusiness Capitalism and Centralisation

14 Agricultural market reforms recently enacted by the National Democratic
Alliance government reflect the Bharatiya Janata Party’s determination to
push its agenda of centralisation of economic power and decision-making.
— Pritam Singh

Disastrous Decade for Data: The Way Forward

18 Questions on credibility of official data and the pandemic-induced problems have
come at a time when technology offers solutions to data collection, processing
and dissemination. — Arjun Kumar, P C Mohanan & Amitabh Kundu

Lessons from #MeToo: Where Are We Now?

21 With #MeToo having taken the world by storm in the last few years,
reflecting on debates in the Indian context reveals some important lessons.
— Rohitha Naraharisetty

Academic Administration and Academic Freedom

25 The recent penal measures taken against some faculty members of the Kerala
Agricultural University are analysed against the backdrop of the
misappropriation of autonomy of academic institutions to curtail the
autonomy of individual academics. — Priyadarsanan Dharma Rajan

Inclusivity in School Education and the Budget

34 This article examines state budgeting for education of children with disabilities
by analysing existing interventions, both by union and state governments,
through a detailed analysis of school education budgets for six states.
— Protiva Kundu

Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 2020: Inviting a Bigger Crisis

40 The proposed Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 2020 is not only anti-people, but
also fails to address the long-term crises in the sector and will only accelerate
its deterioration. — Tejal Kanitkar, Sudha Mahalingam & R Srikanth

Tribal Rights and Heritage Conservation in the Western Ghats

46 In the context of Karnataka, the implementation of the Scheduled Tribes and
Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006
shows how the concerns of tribals and indigenous people are often
marginalised in the debates around conservation. — Madhusudan Bandi

Postscript

55 Mrinmoy Pramanick on the silence around the diverse experiences of
partition, and notions of home and nation; Neha Sinha on balcony
birders during the lockdown and strengthening citizen science;
Ravishankar V Kommu on S P Balasubrahmanyam’s influence on the
Telugu people; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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Ethos of Justice and Its Adversaries
7  Rape atrocities tragically suggest that justice is in dire need of egalitarian
commitment by every citizen.

Bihar Assembly Elections, 2020
8  Caste complacency of the ruling combination necessarily deflects attention
from critical self-evaluation.

Newly Formed Empowered ‘Technology Group’ and COVID-19
10 The role of the empowered “Technology Group” with respect to building and
promoting health technologies is discussed. — Sunil Mani, Janak Nabar

Tax on Agricultural Income: Holy Cow of the Indian Economy
12 A 2019 CAG report has brought out glaring irregularities in the

exemptions given to agricultural income for income tax purposes.

— Govind Bhattacharjee

Post-COVID-19 Challenges in the Indian IT Industry

17 The covip-19 pandemic as a paradigm shift has created significant
barriers for 1T firms to maintain cognitive proximity with their
clients and could adversely impact their global competitiveness.
— Rohan Chinchwadkar, Vinish Kathuria

In Search of Optimal Inflation: Evidence from CPI Data

21 The impact of inflation on dispersion of relative prices is examined in a
cointegration framework using a data set of all seven components of the
consumer price index from India. — Sartaj Rasool Rather

The COVID-19 Pandemicand the Crisis of the Social Sciences

29 This article raises wider questions like whether the social sciences have been
able to provide any meaning to the covip-19 crisis by exploring the life
worlds of body, time and nature. — Shiv Visvanathan

Dalit Journals in Colonial Madras (1869-1943)

34 This article attempts to construct a history of Dalit journals in colonial
Madras by analysing the sociopolitical contexts and the content of 42 journals
published from 1869 to 1943. — J Balasubramaniam

Life to Indian Languages

40 This paper presents a linguist’s response to the main themes that run through
Javed Majeed’s (2019) comprehensive and thought-provoking two-volume
study of the Linguistic Survey of India and its editor, George A Grierson.
— Ayesha Kidwai

India’s Rural Organised Manufacturing Industries

49 Given the robust performance of India’s rural organised manufacturing
industries in recent times, this study attempts to understand the nature of the
technical change underlying it. — Nabanita Mitra, Debarshi Das

Weakening of Institutions of Primary Healthcare
58 Itis necessary to revive referral services needed for primary-level
curative care by focusing on strengthening community health centres and
developing a strong public health workforce at the grassroots level.
— Mathew George
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Stopping the Health Crisis from Becoming a Debt Crisis
10 The middle-income countries would need substantial amounts of financing to
meet the fiscal costs of the covip-19 pandemic. — Avinash Persaud

Appointment of Judges to the Higher Judiciary

11 How many of the collegium’s recommendations for appointment of judges have
been implemented by the union government, and how quickly, is examined.
— Alok Prasanna Kumar

The Making of a Masked Mandate

14 The discourse around the forthcoming Bihar assembly elections of 2020
is rife with the usual rhetoric of development brandished by the ruling
alliance, while the opposition stresses the underdevelopment of the state.
— Ravi Ranjan

Agricultural Market Operations across the Lockdown in J&K

17 By providing empirical evidence, the impact of the covip-19 lockdown on the
agricultural market operations of the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir
is analysed. — Jabir Ali, Waseem Khan

Spectre of Election Day Meltdown in the United States

21  Asthe United States gears up for presidential elections in November, a
review of its electoral processes suggests a deepening structural crisis.
— Satyendra Ranjan

Suffering in Silence

30 The presence of status quo bias and information asymmetry in the market
of menstrual products as deterrents for urban, educated menstruating
women to protect their health and the environment is examined.
— Muskan Soni, Padmini Ram

Progressiveness of Finance Commission

37 The implications of the recommendations of the Fourteenth Finance Commission
on the finances of Bihar as a result of changes in the tied, untied and overall
union devolution are identified. — Barna Ganguli, Bakshi Amit Kumar Sinha

Vulnerabilities in Utilising Maternal and Child Health Services
45 The linkages between multiple vulnerabilities and the utilisation of maternal and
child health services are investigated using data from National Family Health
Survey-4 (2015-16) for Uttar Pradesh. — Prem Shankar Mishra, T S Syamala

Jammu and Kashmir’s Open Defecation Free Status

53 Amicrostudy was carried out in Bishnah block of Jammu district to analyse
the claim of the 100% open defecation free status of Jammu and Kashmir
announced in September 2018. — Sapna K Sangra

Sex Workers and Misrepresentations
58 Aresponse to “Social Distancing and Sex Workers in India” by Priyanka Tripathi
and Chhandita Das (epw, 1 August 2020) — Sweta Dash, Barathi Nakkeeran

Postscript
63 Anil Fakira Kshirsagar on the new relevance of Amitav Ghosh’s novel The
Circle of Reason; Radhika Joshi on how classical musicians can cope with the
new reality brought about by the covip-19 pandemic; Lorraine de Souza on
the role of their lived experiences in the popularity of Joe Biden and Kamala
Harris; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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Pandemicin the Eyes of the World Bank and the IMF
7 A damning critique does not allow India to remain self-complacent on the
economic and health fronts.

On People’s Alliance for Gupkar Declaration
8  The new alliance is reconfigured around the prospect of democratic politics,
but its realisation may face challenges.

Breaking the Balance of Power Trap

10 India, Pakistan and China need to sit together and take a decision to jettison
the “balance of power” theory that has kept them entrapped in trying to
balance each other by using proxy war and interference in each other’s
internal matters. — Atul Bhardwaj

India’s Far from Neo-liberal Economic Order in the Modi Era

12 India’s economic order is far from neo-liberal and expectations that the
Modi government would liberalise audaciously have been disappointed.
— James Manor

Use of EdTech in Indian School Education during COVID-19

16  This article examines issues faced by schoolteachers from across the country
in their efforts to connect with their students during online teaching at a time
of social distancing. — Ajay K Singh, Raja Sekhar Satyavada, Tushar
Goel, Padma Sarangapani & Nishevita Jayendran

BJP’s Twitter Experiments and Tamil Resilience

20 While the Bharatiya Janata Party and right-wing affiliates’ campaigns in
Tamil Nadu social media circles spill over to offline public discourse, they are
still unable to draw support from a wider audience. — Vignesh Karthik KR,
Vihang Jumle & Jeyannathann Karunanithi

The Future of Work in the Post-COVID-19 World

23  With technology replacing many human activities, our societies will likely
shift towards more individualistic entities with less human interaction.
— Elia Rossi, José Balsa-Barreiro

Status Quo Anti: A Mind Reset for Post-pandemicRevival

32 This article argues in favour of dismantling the Industrial Disputes Act and
empbhasises the issues for the “post-coronial” economic development of India.
— Dipankar Gupta

Repercussions of Protracted Currency Shortage

40 A survey conducted among two distinct groups in Mumbai and Pune, three
months after demonetisation, reveals the adverse impact of currency shortages
on the incomes and livelihoods of those employed in tiny, informal enterprises.
— Anuradha Kalhan

Beyond Biomedical and Statistical Approaches in COVID-19

47 Past experience seems to be corroborated in the present epidemic that a
contextually rooted “shoe-leather public health” approach provides the most
effective interventions and operational strategies, more so in a society as
diverse as ours. — Ritu Priya, Sanghmitra Acharya, Rama Baru,
Vikas Bajpai, Ramila Bisht, Rajib Dasgupta, Prachinkumar Ghodajkar,
Nemthiang Guite & Sunita Reddy

Analysis of Private Healthcare Providers

59 To better promote universal health coverage, policy emphasis on better
monitoring, administering regulations, transparency in system, and ensuring
quality in delivery of service is needed. — Chetana Chaudhuri, Pritam Datta
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An Inconsequential Stimulus
7 The fiscal stimulus is too little to have any major impact on the economy.

‘Foundational Agreements’ and Self-reliance
8  The assessment of the new military alliance should be informed by its
implications for Indian armed forces.

A Return to Ethics

10  Ethics has to become comprehensive, cutting across cosmos, civilisation,
constitutions, syllabus, creating a commons of alternatives that can give a
new imagination to the citizens today. — Shiv Visvanathan

Fifteenth Finance Commission Award for 2020-21

14 The Fifteenth Finance Commission’s main report for 2021-22 to 2025-26 will
have to factor in covip-19’s impact on the economy and provide adequate
fiscal space to the states for socio-economic response and recovery.
— T M Thomas Isaac, R Mohan & Lekha Chakraborty

COVID-19 and the Quest for Alternative Paradigms

18 The Indian context of the covip-19 pandemic is examined, and a reimagining
of the development path for a more rational and egalitarian democracy is
argued for. — M A Oommen

An Analysis of Victim Compensation Schemes in India

22 State victim compensation schemes are vastly different from one another in
terms of the number of categories for compensation as well as the amount of
compensation prescribed under each category. — Abhishek Kumar

Safeguarding Fundamental Rights

32 Inrecent times, the right to speech, expression and the right to protest
have been constantly undermined, which runs contrary to the spirit of
civilised democracy. — Madan Bhimrao Lokur

Inequality in the Utilisation of Maternal Healthcare Services

37 How the pattern of inequality in maternal healthcare service utilisation has
evolved after the adoption of the National Rural Health Mission in 2005 is
analysed, and the absolute as well as relative measures of inequality at the
state level are estimated. — Sohini Paul

Tax Payment as a Social Responsibility

45 By employing fixed effects and quantile regression models to ascertain the
impact of firm size on the effective tax rate using panel data for 1995-2017,
we find that large firms’ effective tax rates are lower as they adopt more
tax-aggressive policies and use various tax incentives. — Ramesh Jangili

Towards an Alternative Indian Tea Economy

53 Areview of the current trends in the Indian tea market and two alternative
sites in Darjeeling indicates the potential of solidary enterprises and exposes
the difficulties these groups face to emancipate themselves from the
colonial-style tea companies. — Miriam Wenner

Postscript

63 Anubhuti Sharma and Vidula Sonagra on the link between sexual harassment
and the guru—shishya parampara in the arts; Melwyn Pinto on how
performance pressure on students lays the ground for increasing malpractice
in examinations; Manash Firaq Bhattacharjee reflects on the nature of
friendship and its relationship with memory; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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The State of State Finances
7 Only a generous award by the Fifteenth Finance Commission can restore
fiscal balance.

Symptom Controlled, Disease Persists
8  Biden’s policy of the “return to the normal” would be inac
defeat Trumpism.

A Consortium Proposal to the SDR Basket Count

10 The proposal to the sDr basket countries invites the United States,
Germany, China, Japan, and the United Kingdom to form a consortium
under the United Nations to create funds in their fiat currencies.
— Ahmet Oncii, T Sabri Oncii

The Pandemic and Economic Fallout in South Asia

13 Coherent national strategies, backed by regional cooperation efforts, offer a
way forward for economic recovery in South Asia, which is rapidly becoming
the next covip-19 global hotspot. — Selim Raihan, Ganeshan Wignaraja,
Vagar Ahmed, Puspa Sharma, Nazir Kabiri & Prabir De

Negotiating Livelihood during COVID-19

19  This article focuses on how the women vendors at the Tribal Market Complex
in Imphal East negotiated their livelihood during the lockdown and analyses
its impact. — Hoipi Haokip, Arfina Haokip & Tingneichong Gangte

An Uncertain Future for Indian Higher Education

23 The National Education Policy, 2020 seeks to revamp the entire regulatory
structure to construct a system based on enhancing students’ choice in opting
for courses. — Saumen Chattopadhyay

Upper-caste Domination in India’s Mainstream Media

34 Therising phenomenon of Dalit-Bahujan media in the digital space and
their success or failure in democratising Indian media is examined.
— Dilip Mandal

How Mobile Are Workers across Informal and Formal Jobs?

40 Using a longitudinal data set for India, this study examines the likelihood of
individuals moving up from lower tier to upper tier informal jobs and to
formal jobs (and vice versa). — Rajesh Raj, Simone Schotte & Kunal Sen

Practices as Political

49 Through a study of the Lepcha traditional practices in the east Himalayas, it
is argued that the practising Adivasi or indigenous peoples are indeed
presenting empirical sites of “ethico-political articulations,” or “Ecosophy.”
— Mollica Dastider

Geoffrey Bawa and Ludic Modernism

56 This paper examines Sri Lanka’s most celebrated architect Geoffrey
Bawa’s architectural sites as “visual texts” that exhibit a fraught,
fractious engagement with the dominant nationalism of his times.
— Anupama Mohan
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The Best Possible Constitution?

10 The alternate versions of the constitutional text presented by the members of
the Constituent Assembly deserve serious engagement and consideration.
— Alok Prasanna Kumar

An Opportunity to Invest in Equitable Public Health Systems

12 India’s public health system is in dire need of investment and the covip-19
crisis is the perfect opportunity to back this policy decision with political will.
— Amar Patnaik, Anshuman Sharma

Is the 14% Revenue Guarantee to States Justified?

18 Using data on revenue from subsumed taxes for 24 states and two
union territories during the years 2012-16 preceding the Gsr, it is
investigated whether the 14% revenue guarantee was justified.
— Manish Gupta, Indira Rajaraman

Will COVID-19 Change the Landscape of Financing Innovation?

22 The revenue loss induced by the pandemic is likely to divert the existing
resources in aiding firm survival and economic recovery, with financing
innovation taking the back seat. — Ketan Reddy, Subash S

A Committed Scholar: CP Bhambri (1933-2020)

25 C P Bhambri believed that the task of social science, like all other sciences,
was to arrive at the truth on the basis of well-established facts.
— Gurpreet Mahajan

Science in the PublicSphere: Obligation and Responsibility
33 Scientists have the responsibility and the moral obligation of

accurately communicating their ideas and results to the public.

— Ramakrishna Ramaswamy

Inflation Convergence and Anchoring of Expectations

37 The inflation targeting regime’s impact on anchoring inflation expectations is
used to assess the direction of convergence between core and headline
inflation and the expectation channel’s efficacy compared to the aggregate
demand channel of monetary transmission. — Ashima Goyal, Prashant Parab

From Postcolonial Irony to Dalit Truth
47 This paper, in three parts, examines the question of lived experience and
Dalit subjectivity in a caste society. — Rajat Roy

Sanitation and Hygiene in India: The Role of Development

54 Data from the India Human Development Survey on toilet possession and
personal hygiene in India shows that the strongest influences on households
having a toilet were their social, economic, and educational circumstances.
— Vani Kant Borooah

Postscript

63 Amitabha Bhattacharya pays tribute to actor Soumitra Chatterjee;
Prashant Bhaware relates his experience with disability and obtaining a
disability certificate; Roomana Hukil narrates a personal tragedy in light of
the toxic levels of air pollution in Delhi; and Last Lines by Ponnappa. 75
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