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P e ﬁARLY LIFE AND FIR?T WRITWGS -

It will soon bea hundred and twen,ty gears singq’
Bur’:e first took his s@atein the Hduse of Coy,.
mons 5 nd it is elghty-ﬁve years singe lns yolce :
cem v g~ dearu’ nﬂL’re- Slirce” mi§ abud]
dqrmg his lif¥, opinion as to the place to Whlkh
he is entitled among the emment men o Ihs

L J

1 Wnttgn in.1867. -¢

Note.—The present:-writer pubhshed’a study -on- ﬁﬂr
sorhe &wenty years ago., It was algglist entlrely%mtlca,l a d
i?.no sense a narrative., The volwme‘that is pow submltt
to_my readérs firgt a ared # the series of English Men
L&egs, tgs biograp calerathgr than cutw.l and®not mg 0 ™.
thgn about a scoge of p#gés have been reproduced in it frt)m "y
the earlier book. 'Bhree ages have been inserted” from®,,.
articlgren Bugf contributed by me to the new edidon of t; .
Encyclopedia’ Britannica ; and I hage to thank Messrs, Bla ck
for the great coustesy with which they have allowed me ;g
transcribe the passage Rere. These. borrowings from Lce
former self, the-reader will perhaps be willing to exzcuse,
the old Greek principle that a man may once say a thiag as h;
would have it said, 8l 8¢ obx évdéxerac—the can-hardly say it
twice.—J. ~"M”‘1888) .
B "‘§ o .
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country has touched every extreme. Torles’have

ext;o]led h1m a$. the saviour omeurope -WhIgS' :
have Qetested -him-as the destroyer.of. Qis.. parly
"One undiscriminating - panegyrist ca?s him the .
-most profound and. comprehensive of pohtlca,]"'
‘philosophers that_has yet exisfed }n Jhe - world.
Another *and more dlstmgmshed Wnte} ingists -
that he is g gesplendent and far-seemgq}aet‘onclan
> rather”than a deep and subtle thmker A third
tells -us~that Jis works cannot be too much.loux ’
study, if wé® mean elhbef to-undelstand or to
ma,n;ta,m against its various. cnemidy, bpen and

concaaled designing aﬁd'mlstaken the smgelar 7

constltutmn of this fortunate islanl. -~ A fourgh
° on t28 contrary, declares thab it would be hard to
find 2 single leaﬁ.mg prgmple or prevailing donfi-
" meht i in ope half of these works; to which . sume-
thing- extremely srse ganiot be found ih the
other half A fifth callshim one 6f the great@t'
men, - and ‘Bacon_alor® ekc@fted the gmatest
thfaker, who_ever devoted Rimself’ to the practlce
~lof . Engfish pohtlcs “Yet, oddly &ougﬁ,‘ the
author of the fifth verdict will -hawe it that this
2 “great man and great thigher was actua,lly out
 of his mind when he composed the piecgs. for Whlch
he has been most widely admlred and Tevered.
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A'suﬁiment intex¥al has now passed.to_allow
all the-sediment of*party fanaticism. to fall to. the
bojiom. .The circumstances of the worl® have
since Burke s"time undergone variatjon enough to
* enable us to Judge, froin many points of view, how
far he was the splendid pamphleteer of. a faction,
dnd hagy- far he was ascontributor. to the *univers$l
stock of endurmg Wlsdom - Opinion ls'ilowly, but
w1thout reaction, settling down te :,he verdftt that
-BuJ&e is one of the-abidifig-names jn.gur. history;
noﬁ Jbecause he-eidhersaved Europ® or destroyed

the Whlg thurty, but because he addeg to. +the per-
m®aent consuleratlons Gf ®ise political thought and
tg the maxins of w Wl&e ‘Plactice in great affairs, and
because he’ mfprmts himself upon us with a®mag-*
-1}1ﬁcence and elevatlon @ expiedsion that places
him among the highest masterg of literature, i in*one
of itS highest and miost gommyMding senses Those
Vﬂm have aequiged a dove for abgtract politees
, .am1d the almost Mathemstical closeness and pre-
cision of JHobbes, the philosaphic: calm &t Lotke
. ar ¥, offeven the’ mz;estw 224 solem? fervour
of Milton, aresrevolteq by the unrestrained passigp
and the decorated sggle-of Burke. His passion w
appears hopelessly. fatal to success in. the. pursuit
of Truth, WhO does- got- usually reveal herself. to




v ¢ et e o

4 0 BURKE\O © . cHAP.

[- B

-followers thus 1nﬁamed His ornate styleoappears
_fatal to the cautious and preefse method of state-
ment, %uitable to matter not knowngeat all u,lr-

Jess-; known distinetly. Yet the natural ardour f

whleh -impelled Burke to clothe his judgments

*

;in ‘glowing and exaggerated phr?sa, is one’
. () e
secret of *his power ‘over ws, because L1 ’kmdles '

in those Wﬁ.o are capable of th@t generqug infec-

' tion .a respondent interest and sympathy. But

* more than this, the readér is speedily conscious of -

the precedence in Burke of® the» facts of morafrtx
and- qonduct ,of the many interwoven aﬂ!mheg of

‘haman aﬁ'ectlon and hls%ohcal relation, over the

unreal necessities of mere abstract logic. Burke,s
mmd’Was full of the matter of greal truths, copl-
. ously enriched from the jountams of generous and
many-coloured feeligg, He thought about hfe as
a whole, with all its’ firmgties’and all 1ts pomps\'
Wiith none oj the ment® exglpsiveness of the

morahst by profession, the- 1l - every pﬁge 'wrth )
solémn Teference and meaniyg ; with noge ofe the .

mechanical bustle of the common polil jan M is

-'everywhere conscious of the mastesy of laws, in- -
» stitutions, and government e=ser the character and
happmess of Ien. Besides thus dxﬂ'usmg a strong. -

light over the awtul tides of human cu'cumstance,
. 8
L] o S e
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®Burlje has the sacred gift of Inspiring men to use
a gf&ve‘diligence iy caring for high things, and in
makmg bhelr lives at once rich and austere., Such
% part in #iterature is indeed hlgh We.feel no
emtotion of revolt when Mackintosh  speaks of
'Sha.kespeare and Burke in the same breath as be-
ing both of fhem above mere.tdlent. And we do
not‘dﬁseng whem Macaulay, after-reading. Burke’s
wbrks over .agaih, _exclaims,_« How., aduurable !

}-A

.'The greatest man since Mllton o -

The pregise asbe_of hurke’s birth_cannot be

1

W
st@ted with  certainty, eAll that w& can Qay is

that it took ,place in eiher 1728 or 1729, “and it
48 possible that we may set it down in oneQr they
wther year, as we. chooseeto reckon by the old or

the new style. The best,’.;opiniox.x_ .is. that he, was -

boi'n at.. Dublin._gn . themh of . Jartuary. 1729,

(N S.). His father was a solicitor in good practice,

M js bgheved t 'ha.ve been descenﬁed fwom some

Bourkes of ocounty leerlck who held aerespget- -
a,blg locaﬁiosutlon il the time of the givil- wars,
Burke’s: mother belonged ¢o the® Nagle family,
which had a strong connection in the county of

Cork ; they had been among the last adherents of )

James II and they remained firm Catholics.
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Mis. Burke remade true-te.the Ghurch .of. het®

“ ancestors, and. her only daughter was bralght up -
in'they same faith. Edmund-Burke and his-two

brothers;« Garret and: Richard;-were- Bred in.the _

rehgmn of-their-father ;. but Burke never, in after-
‘times, lost a-large and generous eway of thmkmg'

‘about thes more afcient creed of hid n;other and
his uncles.e® o L L e
Iy In 1741 ¢he was sent to ‘school at ‘Blitore,

a village- some thlrty miles away- from Dublin,

where Abrahsm Shacklet;on, & Quaker fronr Yérk-

®  shire, had established hlmself fifteen yeaﬁ beTore '

and ﬁad%arned a wide repgtation as a successtul
teacher and a good man. © According.to Burke, he
erichlyodeserved this high cHaractex It was fo
Abraham Shackleton thut he always professed t6

. owe,whatever gain had Some to him from’ educa--

- tion,, If°T am: ax%thmrr hee said ma,ny y'ears
b afterwards, 1\: is the edugatlon D! had ‘there that

has mad® me %o. Hls lyaster sfk.lll as’ @ teacher

' dld,not #mpress - hlm more than the txample- tha?.
was every day set before him, of upngiq;‘;leso and

. s1mphc1ty of Reart. ® Thirty years later, when
Burke had the news of Shackleton’s death 17,
“I had a true honour and affectmn, he wrote,

“ for that excelle#t man. I feel somethmg hke &
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satis.faction in the mjdst of m» concern, that I %as
fortunate enough' tp have him once undér my roof .
before his departure.” No man has ever had a
\ieeper of #nore tender Teverence than Burke.for
hd‘mely goodness, simple purity, and all the pieties
‘of life, it may well be that this natural predis---
position’ of sl characters ateonee so genjal and so
seriof®as hls vms-ﬁnally stamped 40 him by his
Afitst s8holmaster. It is true that hg was iny two
years at-Ballitore, but two yeats at that plastic
‘time often build up habits in the ntind that all the
'rest, of @ life fails to pulf down, .
’In 1743 -Burke,_becagne: . -student_gf. Brinity
College, *Dublm_,_‘,and ohe--remained. therd-- uitil
1748, when:he: tools:his-Bachelor’s. .degree. = Thesg
Mivg years do not appesg to ha.ve been spent m
strenuous industry in the beaten”paths of acgdemic
routme Like so, many ot}’er men.of fine glfts,
"Burkei in his youth wa,s'desmtory andexcursive. He
Maped at large‘irer tﬁe varied heights that tefpt
Your curiosity,as the dawn of intelligence first lmhts
tlyl;l uf, ene after afiother, With bew1tch1ng visions
and illusive magle “ All my studies,” Burke wrote,
in 1746, whén he was in the midst of them, “h8ve
rather proceeded frSi sallies of passion, ‘than from
the prefetence of sound reason p and, like all other
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" nathral appetites, have been very v1olent for a®
‘season, and very soon cooled, gnd- quite. absor'bed
in’ ‘the succeeding. I have often. thowght it a

humorous consideration to observe and'sum ap alk

the madness 8f this kind I have fallen into, this - -

two years past. First I was greatly taken with®
n%tuml ppilosophy; which, while I:should have -
glven my mjng to logie, emponed me. mceeéuntly
This I, call gny furor mathematious. Bt this

) Worked off as 8con as I begart to read it in the

college as men'by repletlon cast off their stomaghs ~

» all they have eaten. Th&n I turned bacls to logw

and metaphysics. Hereq remained a- good wht}g '
and with much pleasure, .and this was my furor
logwus‘ a disease very common in ,the days of.
_ignorance, and veyy uncgmmon . in these enlight«
ened Umes Nex’t succeeded the furor historicus,
which alsodad its dély, but is ngw no more, bamo

\ entirely absorbed in t1R furor poetwus

his i ig frore one of* Buﬂ{es 1 ters to ﬁlchadﬁ '
Shackletgn the soifof hls-schoolmasteg with whom®
‘he had fm;med one of*those cYose fnend%}ﬁps,that
o fill the life of generous youth, as ambltlou fills an
en‘érgetlc manhood. Many tears were shed when
‘the two boys parted at Balfftore, and they kept

up their intimacy by a steady corres’pondence .
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They discuss the everlastifig dlspute as to the
ultlmaee fate of #hose who never heard the sav-
ing name of Christ. They send one anothey copies
of verses %nd Burke prays for Shackleton’s judg-
ment on an invocationof his new poe;n, to beauteous
‘nymphs who haunt the dusky wood, which hangs
xecixmbex.lt &er the crystal flood. Burke is warmed
by* Shackleton #0 *endeavour to liwe egccording to
the 1filés of the® Gospel, and he hwmbly accepts e
the good advice, With the deprecatory plea that in
'a pown it is difficult tp s1t down to think seriously.

It Is egsiqg, he says to follow the rules of the o

Q8spel in the countgy ¢han at Trinity CBllege,
Dublin. In the regionsof profaner things the two
friends canvass the*comparative worth of allusk
wnd of Tully’s Epistles, o Burkes holds for the his-
torian, 'who has, he thinfs, a ﬁne easy, diversified
namtlve mixed with reﬂectla.p, moral ahd political,
‘neither very | trlte nor gbvmus, nor ot of the yay
bhd,abs&ract anr; this ig the true’beauty of his-
\;oncal observation. * -
&me soages of Verse deseribe to Shackleton
how his friend passes the day, but the reader wjll
perhaps be content to learn in humbler prose that
Burke. rose.with the dawn, and. strode-forth.- into
‘the counfry “through- fragrant ®gardens. and -the .

[ ] E
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pride~of ‘May, until ‘want of #reakfast drove.hlm
* back-unwillingly to the town, —where am1d4ecture‘q
and - beoks - his . heart - 1ncessantly« turned bo. thg
river--and - the fir-woods...of.. Ballitor®™ In: the*
evening he aga.m turned his back ‘on:the clty,
taking his-way “ where Liffey rods her dead dogs
. t® the seat” along td the wall on :the sixor@, whence
‘he delightesh to see the sun s1ﬂk° into jhe‘v?at‘ers

gilding ocea®, ships, and city’ as it \amshéd.

© Alas, it was beneath the dignify of verse to tell

us what. we eshould most, gladly ha.ve knOWn

3 For - .. . » .0 .-"z.. . .

-

* o *- e
*The muse nor can, nor Wﬂl declar e, < -
What. is my work a.nd what my studies there. .

o . Y Se
_ What senous.nounshment Burke was- laying
in for his understandn% we cannot leamn from -

_any other. source, ; He de5qnbes hxmselﬁ ag
spending thfee hour§ almost every day in ‘the

public - Iibrary; “the best W@.y ‘n the werld,” offe

addg odddy enougf “ of ‘klllmg thought i | have '

read some history, *he says and. amgng ptber

p‘l’eces of ‘histoty, “Ieam endeavourmg to get a

little into the accounts of thls our own . poor
© country,”—a pathetic expression, which, repre-
sents Burke’s perpetual mood, as long as he lived;
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of adfectionate pity®for his native land. Of.the
seminen? Irishmen $whose names adorn the annals
ef .Triny- College in. the eighteenth..aentury,
Burke was. only contemporary.at ‘the University -

’ w1th one, the luckless sizar who in ‘he fuliness of
time. wrofe: thee Vicar of Wakqﬁelcl There is no
ewdence.thﬁt at thig time Me and Goldemith were -
acquamged Wlth’one another. Flovdshad gone to
'Oxford some time before. The on® or two com- *

. panions whom Burke mentions in_his letters are '
orﬁy shadows of pames,, The mlghty Swift died
‘in L—?—l‘in but there is nothing of Burkes upon the
avent. In the sameey®r came the Preténdgr's
invasion, and Burke spdke of those who had taken
part in it in the sime generous spirit heglway®

' %hd’wed to the partxsan& of logt historic causes.

"~ Ofhis own family Burke soys little, savs that
n "{746 his mother hgd a dangerous illness. - In
a]l my life, he qmtes o hls friend, I never fognd &
so ? lreavey a grief, really W well khow what
it was beford.* .B&;e s father is said to have been

pentn of angry and irritable temper,*and their-
disagreements were frequeﬂt; This unhappy ¢ir- *
cumstance made the time for parting not unwel-
come.  In 1747 Burke’s name had been_ entered
at the M)ddle Temple, and aftex'takmg ‘his- degree,

. . - .'
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he prepared to_go® to En’gland to pursue‘theo
ordinary course of a lawyer’s sbudies, 'H&q‘r-rivegl'
in Longlon'in the early part.of 1750. ; .,

A period of nine years followed, if which the’
cucumstances of Burke’s life are enveloped m ‘
nearly complete obscurity. : - He. seems to have
kept his #erms in thee regulay way at'the Templa,
and from ghe mastery of lefad prm,pl;.)l‘éé and
methods which he afterwards Showed  in’ some
important transactxons ave might infer that he .
did more foec quahfy h1msplf Jor practice tian
merely dine in.the hal] of hls inng Eov,fa.w
alike s @profession. andbammstrument&of .menta
discipline, -he_had " always "the_profound:. respect'
it so mply deserves, though*he saw’ that it wase
not without drawbacks of its’ own, The lan he'
said, jn his fine descnpt?on of George Grenvﬂle
in words that all @bo thmk sbout schemes’ of
edycation ought to pon°der, is, in n Jy, opmlon ozie
of the fiest afid noblest, .of - oy an sciencess; o
scienge which- does more fo quwken and 'mmgamte
the undersianding than all the other kinds, of lenip-

put together * but iteis not apt, except in persons
very happily born, to open and to liberalise the
mind exactly in the same proportlon 1 Burke

A

1 Rmerican Tamtzo'n,
.
.l
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waswever called to the. Bar, and the clrcumstance

$hat, about the tmfe when he ought to have been

Jooking for his first guinea, he published ascouple

“of Jbooks that had as little as poss1ble to do with
.elther law or equity, is a tolerably sure sign that
he had followed’the same desultory courses at the v

’ Temple os o had §ollowell at Trinity College
We h%vq aaly to® teH over again a ®ere old story !
The vague attractlons of literatyre Prevailed over

. the duty of takmo up acserious profession.- HISJ

_ faﬂler who had sgt his heart on havmg a son in

: ther‘rank ofa barrister, was first suspmxous then
e&tremely mdlgnant :md‘ at last he w1t?1drew lus !

- rec1p1ent coﬁld not’ p0581b1y live upon itme Thw
cat&strophe took ‘place % Some fme in 1755,—a |
year of note in the hlStOl‘y.Of literature, %% the :
-date of the publicatign of &ohnson’s “Dictionary. |
It was ‘upog Njeraturs, the most seducmve the’ fJ
most deceiving, th(mosbdanwus of pfofessmns, ‘
“that Bugke," fike sq,-many Jundreds .of -smaller '

men® before -and since,-now -threw-hinmself for a

livelihood. -« : ¢ * 'l

Of the details of the struggle we know very l

.httle Byrke ‘was.not fond in after life of talking |

* about. his- earlier days, not- belause -he had .any
[ ]
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ifalse shame dbout-the. strait8. and’ hard shlfts of °
2fyout:hful neediness, but-becauss. he-was: Shdowed
‘with -a® certain inborn- stateliness. of . nataue, that
made him unyilling to waste thoughts on the, less’
dignified parts of .life. This is no unquahﬁedo
“virtue, and Burke might have- éScapecl sopne.weari-
sdtne fret® and: embarx'a,ssmem:s in-his® exsstence i
he - had-bees..€apable of lettmg The™ dd;all of the
' day lieemore Reavjly upon him. *So far as it goes y
however, it is a sign of mental: ‘health that a man .
: should be abie to cast behmd. him the barﬂen'
° memories of Jygone squalor. We may ‘be* sure ‘
thgt wha‘Bever were th® eaternal ordeals of
apprentmes}up in the slipflery craft of the- hterary
advenfmrer, Burke never failed in keeping for hls:
-constant compa,mpns gen!arous ‘ambitions and. Higle
thoughts. He appgars % have frequented the
* debating cfubs in- Fleeg Strget and the Plazzﬁ of,
» Coyent Garden and he shoyved thp» common taste
of his tinfe: fof tlyhea,gre ¢Hg was much ‘of’a
wanderer‘pa,rtly from.the natgral detfre: of restles.s
youth to®see the world, and partly because bis:
* heplth was weak., In%fter life.he. gas.a-man of
great strength, capable.not..only-of :bearing ‘the
strain. of :prolonged applicationto books- and papers
in-the solitude-of *his.: hbrary, but- of beanng it at’

L ) .0 LN

N ] } A
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the esame time wit® the dlstracting combination ~ |
of. acmVe busines® among .men. At the date-of
whmh wp are speaking, he used to seek aemilder
air-at, Bristol, or in Monmout;hshlreb or Wiltshire,

.He pgssed the summer in retired country.villages,
readihg and_waiting with desultory- industry, . in
eompany. with Willjjam Btrke, a nanfesake Wt
pefhaps ng kmsmah It would bee iseresting to
*know the plan and scope of hig stuelies. We are °

. Practically reduced to- cenjecture. In a letter of
cotinsel to his sop in after years, “he gave him a |
wew‘hty’ piece of advme which is Eretty plainly
th:a key to the reality«@n® fruitfulness of hi$ own °
knowledge “ Reading® he. said, 1iand maich read-

. mg,m,s goods But:the power. of dwerszfng the
mwtter mﬁmtelg/ in four Wm mimd, and of applying
“at to every.occasion that amses s far better; shydon't
su]fpress the vivida vis.” We have fio more off
Burkes dojngg than. obscure and tantaliging e
g]!mpses, tantalising, begguse he wis thén at.the
‘age when chagacter, usuallyewlhe!" friskers ipself
‘away, or grows strong on the inward sustenance’
of solid and, resolute aspifations’ Writing: frgm-
Baitersea to his old comrade, Shackléton, in 1757,
he begins. with.an- &pology for-a long. silence that
‘seems to “have continued from®months to years.

-
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“T bave. broken all Yules ; 5. 1' ha,ve neglected all °
decorums; everything except %hat I havd neves
forgot @ friend, whose good head and Ddart have
made me esteqm and love him. What 2 appearance :
there may have been of neglect arises from my o
manner of life; chequered with vsnous , designs ;
sometimes*in London, *sometiges in rémote barts
of the counery®, sometlmes in Frauce and’ s]xorf‘y,
.* please God, t®be jn America.”
- One of the hundred mscrutable rumours that;
hovered abous Burke’s name was, that he at ohe
time actually did visit America. This Was ﬁxst
as untrué® as that he Bbcmme a convert to the
Cathohc faith ; or that h® was the lover of Peg
Woffiggton ; or that he contested Adam Smlth’ °.
* chair of moral phlosoph% at Glasgow along Witk
Hume] and that bogh Burke and, Hume wére .
rejected in® favour of somg forbunate Mr. Jathes,
Claw. They are all ghke.unfounded But the
same lett&r mf?)rmghackleton 8 circumstan®e
more realwnd fhore ignportang than *ahy of the,se,'.
though its details are only doubtfully knews,
*Bygke had marfied—wWhen and whegs, wé cannot
tell. Probably the marriage took place in the
winter of 1756, His wife was the daughter of
Dr. Nugent an I%ish - physician - ‘once settled at "
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.Bathp One story is that Bur'ke consulted him in
ose of hi} visits to %he west of England, and fell
i.nl_ove Wiih‘his daughter. Another versioh makes
Burke consult him after Dr. Nugent had removed

"#tp London; and tells how the kindly physician,
cons1dermg thatsthe noise and bustle of chambers
‘over a_shep ‘must hmder his patient’s Y‘eco’verf,
oﬂ'e‘\’ed rn.m. rooms in his own hougb.- 'However
‘these things may have been, aJl the evidence
hows Burke to have beer fortunate in the choice
“or fccident that hestowed upon hnn his wife.
Mfs Burke, dike her. father, ‘was, up.§ to the. time
" ofeher marriage, a Catheli? Good Judge§ belong-
ing to her own sex descfibe her as gentle, quiet,
wgoft in her manners, and well-bred. She had. the

‘q\xalmes that best ﬁtted: and . §isposed her to
soothe the vehemence and irrifability of her Som-~

: panic')n Though she afferwards conformed to the
religion of her <wgband, it was-no- mmgmﬁcant

confc1dence that.in {wo of&he de@sf relahons of
lus life the- atthosphege - of- Cathohc‘lgm ®as- thus

poured round the - great-preacher: of the®crusade

- against the Reyolution. * e

About the time of his marriage, Burke made

his first appearance as an author. It was in 1756

that he published 4 Vindication of*Natural Society,
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© and the more- 1mportant essay, A thlosophwal

Inguiry into the Origin of our Ydeas on-the Sublime
and l?eaut@ful  Theslatter of them 1@& certaln-ly
been writtenga long time before, and there is even
a traditional story that Burke Wrote it when h@’_‘
‘was only nineteen years old, Buth.of these. per--{
ﬁrmances have- m dlﬂ'erent dedrees 0a, hlstone _
meaning, But®neither of them wguld have syrvﬁed :

~ to our-own °day.unless they had been associated

with a name of power.® A few w01ds w111 sufﬁce.
to do justice to them here: And first as’ to the
dewatwn of Natuml Socwty It a.l'l:ema:ave
title was° A View of the Miseries and, E’mls amsﬂtg
to Mankmd Srom every ' Species of Civil Socwty, mn
*a Lebtor to Lord , by & late Noble Wmter,.-
Bolingbroke ha died } in 1751 and in 1754 His
phildsophical. workg were posthumously glven to .
the w orld‘by Dav1dd\£allef. Dr.*Johnson's beggarly
Seotchman, to whom Bolingbrpke had left half-a- '
crown fu his wilb fow firitgpoff a blunde'rbuss
~which hé'wa( fraid Jo fite of himselk The world :
of letter8 had been keenly excited about Bbling-

hd b;oke . His busy and’ chequered career, his friend-

ship with the great wits of the previous generatmn :

~ his splendid style, his bold opinions, gpade him a
dazzlmg figure. *This was the late Noble Wnter
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whage opinions Burke mtended to rldwule by re-

d'ucmg them to an absurdlty in an exaggeration of
Bolingbroke)s own manner. ~ As it happendd, the
pubhc did not ‘readily’ perceive either the ex-
 gggeration in -the manner, or the satire in the
matter. Exqgllént judges of style made Sure that
the wr;t;ufg was realy Bohngbrokes and sériots
: cmﬁcs pf.phﬂosophy never doubted that’the writer,
whoever he:- was meant all that ke said. We can
hardly help agreeing witl Godwin, wheén he says
thaﬁ; in - Burke’s treatises the "evils” of existing
pol;tmal'fnshtutlons, whlc%had been described by -
Itcke, are set forth xﬂore at large, with incora-
parable force of reabonmg and lustre of eloquencs,
~Jhough the d&clared jntention of the writer fs to.
show that such evﬂs oughgto be conmdered merely
tnvml Years afterwards, Boswell asked Johfison
'whether an imprutiente pubji®ation by a certain
friend of hiseaf*an early period of Lis llfe would
be 'hkely to hurt fin. & Ne,.Gig” rephed the
sage-, “ ngt much ; 1tm1ght perhaps be mentloﬂed
at an®election” It is significant that In 1765,
when Burke saw his chance of a seat in Parlis
ment, he thought it worth while to print a sécond
: edmon of his Vindication, with a I)reface to assure
his readers that the des1gn of it was ironical. Tt
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has been remarked as a very extraord13ary -cir-
cumstance that an author who had the greateSt -

fame of any man of his day as thednaster of°g,
superb stylep for this was indeed Bolmcrbrokes '
‘position, should have been imitated to such pew °

fection by a mere Jnoyice, that accOmplished critics |
like Chesterﬁeld and Wafhprton shduly have
mistaken the copy for a first-rate originad, o 1 is is,
however, to Pe rémembered thag the very. boldness

~and sweepmg rapidity of Bolmgbrokes prose-

rendered it more fit for mitation than 1f’1t.s mgn S

- had Jbeeg those of dekcacy or subtléty H ancl'we

must'remember that the Imitator was no pignly,

o but himself one of the g1ants What is certain lS '

that*The study of Bohngbroke which® preceded this—

~ excellent imitetion lefy & permanent mark and

traces of BolingbroRe were never effaced from the -
* P . .

style of Burke. .“¢o
* The poinfyof the Vindeation ﬁ dmple enoucrh.

It is to showa% the san;eﬁnstruments Whlgb

Bo’lmgbroke had employed® in fivour of natural
against Tevealed religion, could be employed With

“&qual success in favour of natural a% against what

Burke calls artificial society. «Show me,” cries
the writer, “an, absurdity in religiony and I will
undertake to show you a hundred for one in
L] . . 'Q.

. P
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.politjcal laws and mstitutions. . . . If, after all;
you shocld confesseall these things, yet plead the
necessn:y.of political institutions weak and gricked
‘as’ they ‘a®, I can argue with egual perhaps
superior force, concerning the necessity of artificial
Yeligion ; and very step you advance in your
a_rgument. you add a_strengsh to mine.e So thet
if e @te resolved do submit our raasqn and our
hberty t6 civil ustirpation, we ha.ve gothing, to do
but to coriform as*quietly,as we “can to the vulgar
“notjons which . are connected with this, and take
—@‘the theology of the Silgar as well as their
pglttics. But if we thin® this necessiéy mther
imaginary than real, we should renounce’ their

dreams of sogiety, ngther with their v131gns ofe

rehgion -and - vinditate -ourselws into perfect
liberty.” d .
The most mterestmg fact about this spmted

performsmce is, that lb 18. a“satifical literary

hand]ing of t’he grea.t, pr?)osmon that Burke en-
ferced, with all the thunder and™Mmid gffulgence
of fn§ nlost passxonate theforic, five-agpd-thirty
years later. ThlS ‘proposition is that the world
would fall into ruin, “if the practice of all moral

duties, and the foundations of society, rested upon

having theit reasons made clear amd demonstrative

14
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to every ‘individual® ~The stire is mtendegl for
“an illustration of what with Burke washe. ca;—
"dinal gruth for men, namely, that if you enoOuI‘-
-age every individual to let the 1ma,gﬁlat10n 10086’
~upon all subjects, without any restraint from a.
sense of his-own' weakness, and_his su‘bordmatz
-renk in she long %cheme of thmvs thep there js
nothing ofsalbthat the opmloa of ages hagagreed
" to regprd as excellent and venerible, whith' would -
‘not be -exposed %o degfructiort at-the hands’ of .
ratlonahstlc wcriticism. . Tlgls was Burke's” most
vfundamental and unswervmg convzctmmfrom'&e"
first piece hé wrote dofin fp the last; and dowﬁ to
the last hour of his existence, S
e It 48 a coincidence wort: notlcmo that only.
 two years before ghe appearante of the Vindiciiop,”
:Rougseau had publgsheﬁ the second of the. two -
‘memorable Discourges in w}nch ‘he insisted mth
serious eloqubnee on hat whlch Burke treats as 8
trmmphoof irony. " He beheye?i and many {heu-
sands of Eremen cathe tva speculative agree
ment with him, that’ a,rtlﬁclal society hall nprked'
& decline in the felieity of man, a.nd there “are
vpassages in the Discourse in which he demon-
strates this, that are easily interchangeable with
passages in the #indication. Who wduld unders
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.take to tell us from énternal &vidence whether the
fpllowng page, wiéh its sombre glow, is an ex-
tract from Burke, or an extract from thg book
‘Whlch Roustean begins by the sentence that man

1s born free yeb is he everywhere in chains?

§ * There a,re uyfa‘rreat Britain upwards of a hundred
) thousand rpe(mle empleyed in‘lead, tin, irdh, copp®r,
anﬁ cd!ﬂ mines ; thefe unhappy wretohewscarce ever
see thé I} 1ght> of fhe sun; they are uried jn the
bowels of the earth; there they work at a severe
-angd dismal task, mthout the least prospect of belng
, .(&hyered from' it ;*they Subsist_upon the coarsest
ang. worst Sort of fare; Shey haves thelr health
ofiserably impaired, an¥l' their lives cut short, by
being perpetually confin®d in the close.vapour of
Jthese maligmmnt -migerals. A hundred thegisand®
mom® at least are tortured *withouts remission by the
suffocating smoke, intense fites, and constant drudaery,
nechssary in reﬁmng and managing the products of
" Yhose mines. If any %nan €nformed us that two
hupdred thou8and smnocednt persons wgre cgndemned
to °ss mtolerable shn’ery, Sowe shguld we pity the
uhappy §uﬂ’erers, ande how great would Be our<just
mdxgnatlon against those who mﬂrcted so®cruel and
ignominious s, punishment! * . . But this numbgr, ©
considerable as it is, and the slavery, with all its
baseness and horror, which we have at homs, is
nothing to What the rest of the werld affords of the
same natuge. Millions daily bathed in the poisonous
... : ’ L]
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damps and destructive effluviaeof lead, silver, cgp'per,o

* and arsenic, to say nothing of jthose otheyemploy—
ments, those stations of Wretchedness and contempt;
m whith civil society has placed the nugierous enfeng
perdus of herearmy. Would any rational man sub-
‘mit to one of the most tolerable of these drudgeries
for all the artificial enjoyment “xghich  policy has

. mgade, to eesult frdm ¢hem? o - - indeed,the blind-

ness of ong pgrt of mankind eo- -operating #ith the
. frenzy and v1lla1ny of the other,* has beef? the real
buildet of this respectable fabric.of. political society :

and as the Jblindness of®mankind has caused their-

slavery, in réurn their gats of slavery is ma{e a
pretence for contmumg them in a statesof um&ness H

- for t!!e pdhtlclan will teR yeu gravely that their life

) wluch I blame such Mstitutions.

of servitude disqualifies the greater part of the race-
of man for a search of truth, and supplies them Wltl)
no. oﬁler than" mgan and.msuiﬁclent ideas. This i 1s
but too true; and this ds one of the reasons for

. 00 .. y L. *
_ F romethe aery becnnmng, ;h%refore Burke was
drawn tojhe&apest & llothe cugrents in the
thouﬂht of the eighftenth century Johhsop ar and
» Goldsmith continued &he traditions of social and

pglite ‘literature that had been established by

the Queen Anne men. Warburton and a whole

.

host of apologiste carried on -the battle againsh

deism and infidelity. Hume, after furniShing the
. : . o,

v
B : ’



1 ¢ - . * WIRST WRITINGS' 5

.arsenal of scepticisn® with a flew array of deadlier-

engines s®nd more #bundant ammunition, had be-
taken himself placidly to the composition of his-
‘tory. Whaf is remarkable in Burke's first per-

.. forma.nce is his dxscernment of the 1mportant fact -

that behind the intellectual disturbances in the
sphere of.pmlosophy. and the noisier agitations én
the spﬁere of theo?ocy, there silendlye stalked a
force that might ‘shake the whole fabric of civil

soclety itself. In’ Francg as all students of its

" speculative history are,agreed, there came a time in
"tm’exghmenjh century when theologxcalcontroversy
‘was turned into political cﬁntroversy I!moVators
left the question about she truth of Chmstlanlty,

and busied s$hemselyes with questions abog} the®

" ends'and means of goverrPments.e The appearance
of Burke’s Vindication of Watgml Society coingides
m ‘Pime with the begmmng‘ of this Important
transformatlon Burkg fofesaw from the figst
witat, if ratlonahsql owere allgwed t9 ru an un-
ﬂngeded counmse, wouljl be the reaﬂy'greab busigess
of thg second halt of his century .

If in his first book Burke showéd how alive Le
was to the profound movement of the time, in the
second he dealt with one of the most serious of its
tmore superficial interests. THe essay on the
Sublime gnd Beautiful fell in with a set of topics
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on whloh the curiostty of the better minds ¢f the
age, alike in France, England® and Gern?a.ny, wes
fully etirred.  In England  the essay | thas.-begn
ordinarily shghted - it has- pexhaps been over—' i
shadowed by its author’s fame in weightier ma.tters o
The nearest approach to a full and serious treafs
_ment of ts main posmons isto be found.m Dugald -
 Stewart’s 1eebures The great rhetoncal - ~crjtic
of ous own day refers to it in words of alsparage'-
‘ment, and i m truth it has none ‘of the ﬂummery of
“modern critieism, It i isa piege of hard thmkqng,
and it has the dlstmctlon of having igtefested ¥R
stlmhlat;éﬂ Lessmo th®aushor of Laocion (17%6)
by far the most definitelp valuable of all the con-
stribygions to eesthetic thougyt in amage that was_
“not.poor in them “Letsing was- so struck 'with
the Jnguiry that ke et about a translation of
it, and fhe corregpondelgce between him® and
Moses Mendelssohn on the questlogs Burke had )
raised, eont#ns thg germs of the doctrine a8 to
pogtry and gEn ting whiclf ZLagten afberward’s
~made se famous. Its influence on Lessmg apd
op Kant was stich as*to justify the German his- -
torian of the literature of the century in bestowing
on it the coveted epithet of epoch—mak_ihg. '
The book is®full of crudities. We feel thé .
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.v'vorse side of the eighteenth tentury when Burke
tells us #at a thirse for Variety in architecture is
sqre to leave © very little true taste ; or thaten air
of Tobustness and strength is very prejudicial to

s beauty ; or that sad fuscous colours are indispen-
Sable for subhmlty Many of the sections, again,
™ are little giome than eypanded définitionsefrom the
dictiortdty. Any tyro may now be shecled at such
a proposﬁlon as that beauty acts, byerelaxing the
solids of the whole’systemq But at least one signal
‘mesit remains to the Ingmrg/ It wes a vigorous*
“Cit¥lrgement of the pnnclple which Addison had
. ngt*long before tlmldly.lllﬁtrated that erities of
art seek its principles ine the wrong place 50 long
as they limitetheir search to poems, pictureg, en-®
gravings, staties, and budldingseinstead of first
arranging the sentiments #nd facﬁlties in man to

fzvhlch art makes itg ap}:ea.l Adeson s treatment
‘was slight and merely h&erary Burké dealt boldly. -

" with Jhis subJect on, ! the base of the most scientific
p&ychology that, was ;heﬁ‘;nthm tw mach. To
approgeh it on the- psychologmal side ab adl was to

- make a distinct and remarkable &8dvance in th.e .

mothod of the i inquiry he had taken in hand.



CHAPTERTI ‘e

fN IRELAND—PARLIAMEI’I‘——BEACONSFLELD
* »

BURKE was thirty years old before he appro‘ached
even the threshold of the arena in which he was,
destined to be so great a figurg. He had made a
mark in hterature and 1t was to litegathe YalfeT
than to jmbhc aﬁ'an@that his ambition turhed.
~He had _naturally becore acquamted with - the
'brotlwr-authors who haunted the co#fee-houses int
. Fleet Street; ansl Bulke along with his fathér-in-
law, Dr. Nucrent was ofie of the first members of
the immdrtal clubwhere_ Johnson did convbrsa;
- tipnal battle’ with aﬁ comers We, shall, in"a -
later chapte® have ‘go.gethmg to say on Burke's
frigndships wlt‘ﬁ' the followeJs of Itis ﬁrsb prfes- -
sion, and on the active sympathy with Swhigh e
helped those who wefe struggling igto authorship. -
Meanwhile, the fragments that remain of his own
attempts in this direction are ro considerable con-
tributions. His®Hints for an Essay on the Drama

. . o,
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are Je,]un; and mfertlle when compared with the
vigorous and orwmal thought of Diderot and
Lessxng ak about the same penod He wite an .
Account of the European Settlements in America.
‘ Hls Abmdgment of the History of England comes
down no further than to the reign of John. A
nfuch morb lﬁlportanbunderta'kma than his histofy
"~ of the’ pa,st was hjs aes1gn for a yed¥ly’ chronicle
~ of the present. The Annual Regi®ter began to
-appear in 1759. Dodsleymthe bookse]ler of Pall
Pl Mail prov1ded the singws of wal, and gave

Bu;ke ashurdred pounds gyear for his survey of *

tMe great events that'were then passmg in the '

world The scheme was probably born of the cir-

umstances Jf the heur, for this was the clirax of®
the Seven Years’ War 'I‘he cldhg of arms was
' heard in every quarter of the eglobe, and in East
rﬁnd West new lands were bqng brouéht under
_ t.hc dominiom of Ggeat Bntam .

: Iﬁ this exc1tmgo chsw @tlonal Mfaus Burke
began to, be* aequairted with pubﬂen oIn
~ 1%9%e was introduced, probably by Lor& Charle-
mont, to William Gerard . Hamllton who ondy *
survives in our memories ' by his nickname of
' Single- spegch. As a matter of fact, he made

many speeches in Parliament, *and some good
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ones, but- none so go.od 23 t;h:;o first, deIigre&.’i_n' a-
debate in 1755, in which Pitt, Fox, Grenville, afd
Murrfy 21l took part, and were all ouéshone Dy,
the new luminary. But the new luminary never -
"~ shone again with its first brilliance. He sough$ ~
Burke out on the, strenoth of thewsuceess of the
Pindication of Natwral Soc‘!ety, and’he ggems to
have had’ & taste for good cpmpany.e Horace'
Walpble dedbribes a dinner a his house in the
summer of, 1761 «Tiere were Garrick,” he says,-
“and a young Mr. Burke Whoewrote a book i i the
style of Lord Bolingingke, that is mtch’ ‘admu'ed '
He is a Sensible man, buY has not worn off Dis
authorism yet, and thinks theére. is nothing so
*chamMting as writers, and to be one. He will .know ,
‘better one of tfese days The prophecy care
traes in tnne, but® it was Burke’s passion, for :.
authorism that evmguallyb led*to a rupture. withry
his first patron. Hamilten was a nmn of abﬂlty,
but selffsh aﬁld unwnablé * Dr. Leland afte;
waeds des'—m'ﬁ)ed hig compendloﬂsly asea sullen,
vain, proud, ..selﬁsh._ canker-hearted, efvidus
reptile. . -
In 1761 Hamilton went to Ireland as secretary

to Lord Hahfax, and Burke accompanjed him in
some mdeﬁmte capa/cxt;y “The-absenteeism -of
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f a: her.men .of.g gemus ’ #h.eminent.historian.has said,
“eyag.g WOISe. wrong to Ireland than.the.absentee-
isznof hep lagndlords. If Edmund Burke:-h#d-re-
mained...inthe .country..where_ Proyidence. had -
‘- Rlac'ed him,. he. might.have.changed the:current ol
its:history) ! It is at least to be said that Burke
‘was never'so‘absorbed in other affairs as %o forg&t
_‘the pech.har interegts’of his native lanf®h. * We have
his own word, and his career doeg no® belie ity that
in the elation with which &e was filled on being
elected *a inember of Pagliament, wlfat was first
an® uppermost in his thoughts was the hope of
bomg somewhat useful ®o ‘the place of his fnrth
and éducation ; and to the last he had in it
dearness of instinet more than he could justefy to o
reesén.” In fact the aﬁ‘alrs of Ir#and had a most
1mp0rtant part in Burke's life at one oratwo
ritical moments, and thjs is wonvement a place
as ‘we are ligely tg find for describing in a few
wolds what were theqssues‘,’l‘he brf space can
hirdly be |gruﬂged in &n accoqpt of a“gMat politi-
" cals waiter, ‘ for Ireland had furnished tMe chief
ordeal, test, angd standard of Enghsh statesmen. e
Trelandii tin the middle of the eighteenth-century
was to Eng'land just what -the Amencan colonies

i /‘ Froude's. Ireland Al 214

wrrent of -
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would have been, if they hid contamed besldeso
the European settlers, more th?m tw1ce tl?eu; nume-
ber offunenslaved negroes. After the Syppressiqn
of the gréat gebellion of Tyrconnel by William of
Orange, nearly the whole of the land was con-
fiscated, the peasants were’ ‘made beggars and
Sutlaws,® the penal ‘laws against thee Catholies
“were enacte® and enforced, aiid bhe grand x’elgn of
" Protestant Ascepdancy began in all its odiumh
and completeness. The Protestantsmd landlords
were suprexfe ;. the peasgnts.and the Catholics were
prostrate 1q?despa1% The--Revoluionte. bfm@ﬁ
a,bout.m reland:just-the reverse-of :what it: effected
insEngland, Here, it dblivered the body of the
“*nation from the attempted suprematy of a smaH
sect. There, it Bade a Small ‘sect- supreme. ovef the
body_of..the.natiom... SIt-was, to ‘say-the-truth,”
Burke. Wrote, « no}ar revglution-but-a: conquest,’;
and the pohcy of conques.t wag treatgd as the Just
and norhal @ystem szgovermnent The last don-
‘quest of ®Lland yas in She elév'enth century.
The lasf conquest of Treland was at the vesy and
of the seventeenth, * . . .
- Sixty years after the event, when Burke Te-
visited Ireland, some important changes had taken
pla.ce The En(ﬂlsh settlers -of .the begmmng of
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the oentury had.- forrﬁed an - Irish.interest. They
hed become Anglo-fnsh Just.as.the.colonists still
fugther wgst had formed a colonial interest and
become Anglo -American. The same, conduct on
. the part of the mother country promoted the
growth of these hostile interests in both cases.
The commerelal poliey pursﬁed‘ by England to
wards Kmenca was “identical with #at pursued
_ towards Ireland. The industry of the Anglodrish
' traders was restricted, theig commerce and even
theit production fettered, their prospeﬂty checked,
mhé benefit of the merchants of Manchester
and’ Bristol. Crescit Rom Albe ruin, S The
bulk of the people,” said®Stone, the Primate, “are
fiob regulariy either lodged, -clothed, or fed pand
thosé thingswhich in Engla‘hd are oulled necessaries
of life are to us only acmden&s and we cantand
mé&ny places do, gubsist Wlth%t them.”™ On the
other hand, thg peasantryshad gra ually taken heart
to rtsent their spoha;tlon a&attemped ®xtirpa-
tidn,and i in 1782 their @iseTy under the®®actiongof
langllogds and a church that trled to spread Chris-
tianity by the Qrotherly agency of the tithe-proctog, *
gave_ birth to Whiteboyism—a terrible spectre,
that, under various names and with various modi-
fications, has ridden Ireland down %o our own time
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Burke saw the Pro’ces%ant treders 05 the :

dependency ‘the victims of tfe colonial and com-
- merctal system ; the Catholic landogngrs legally

o dlspossessecl by the operatlon of the penal laws’

the Catholic peasantry deeply penetrated with. an -
_insurgent and vmdletlve spmt and the Impemal
" @overnthent: standlﬂg very enuch alboof and Teav-
ing the “toRutry to the: tehder mermes “of the
Undertakers and some Protesta.nt churchmeh
The. Anolo Irish--werg, blbterly* discontented »w1th ;
the mother&zountry ,wand Ahe Latholic na.tlve Insh'
were regarded by thgir Protestant oppressols. W. q?h
' exa.ctly £hat combination ef intense contempt’amd
loathing, and intense rafe and terror, which their
American counterpart would have d1v1ded betwee'h'
the Negro andethe R& Indian. To the Anglo-'
Irigh the native Qeasant was as odious as‘ the
first, anﬁ a8 terri e as the second. Even at t
close of ‘the century Burke could, declare that
the vaﬂousﬂiescnp@s of tbg people were kept;‘
as much®Epart -ag, if theR were ot only ‘seffa
rate n#tions, but separate spemes There gere
5h0usands he' says,*who had- never talked to a
~ Roman Catholic in.their whole lives, unless’ they
- happened to talk to'a gardener’s Workman or some
‘other labourer 8f the second or third order while

o’
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a litalé’ tlme before %hls they were §0 averse to
have tbem near theﬁv persons, that they would not
ewploy even those who could never find theie way
beyond the Stables. . Chesterfield, -8 thoroughly
* impértial-and -just-observer, said-in.1764-that the

poor- people in Ireland” were used- worse. than

negroes by sheir mesters .ahd .-the -middlemer® -

~We sh'ould never forget that in ¥he” transac-

wons with the Enghsh Governipent duringe the .
eighteenth century, the peogle concerned were not -
the sIrish, but the Anglo-Irish,- the- €olonists .of .

i T Tlrey gvere an aristoggacy,as-Adam-Smith

sad. of thém, not founded in the natura? and’ Te- -

~. gpectable distinctions of® birth -and- fox'tune but

~ih the, most odious of all distinctions, thoaq, of

. rehgmus and - pohtwal }freJudlccs—dlstlnctlons
that more than any other, eanimate.both the

,Lnsolence of the oppressors a.nd the haffed-and

indignation of the (zppressed
The directions jne wmcynsh mprdvement
wduld move oo cledf from the mi#®le of the

- cegbury to men with much Tess foresxgkb than -

Burke had. The removal .of all” commercial re;
strictions, either by Independence or Union, on

the one hand, and the gradual emancipation of -

the Cathollcs, on the other, wefs the two pro-
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cesses to which every c:)Bs1deratlon° of . good
government manifestly pointed. The first- proved
a mfch shorter and simpler progess than .¢he
-second. Te the first the only obstacle was the
blindness and selfishness of the English merchangs
The second had $o overcome the virulent oppos1—
%ion‘of the tyranmcal Protestant facfion’ 11; Trelahd, ~
and the Jisgraceful but deep-rgoted an’gpabhles of
the “English® nation. The history of the relation
between the mother eountry and her dependehcy
during Burke’s life, mag bercheracterised as a tom-
mercml and legislatige struggle betweén the(,lm-
perlal government and th% Anglo-Irish interest,*in
which each side for its®own convenience, as the
tum® served, drew support from” "the Cathohc
majority. g *
' Whlteboy oﬂtbreak attended by the Jsual
cncumstances of gasorder.and violence, took pla
while Burke was in Ireland, It suited the in--
terests Of £@tion toeg)resexﬂ; ¢hese commotlons as
the sympﬁns of a;iehbera!be reb'efhon The-mal-
contenf’ were represented as carrymg on teeagon-
- able correspondence sometimes with Spain and
~ sometimes with France; they were accused of
" receiving money and arms from their foreign sym-
pathlsers and of aiming at throwmg off the Enghsh )
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rules Burke says flat he Tlad means and t&w
desire of informing‘t himself to the bottom upon
the matter, and he came strongly to the condbusion
“that this Was not a true view of what had hap-
ened. What had happened was due, he thought,
to no plot, put to superficial and fortultous cn‘cuml
stances. &les consequently did *not shrink «from
descrﬂhng it.as criminal that the. kimg'8.Catholic
gubjects in Treland. should haves been..sub-
_Jected on-no good- groundg, -to - -harasging. perse-
cuton, -and -that Tumpbers: -of -them~-#hould: -have
begm ‘rugnedgin- fortune, 1 nsoned tried, and
capitally executed forea rebellion thﬁ waS no
rebellion at all. The éedisode is only 1mportant
as ﬂlpétrdting the strong and manly tempeg in®
..~ whic¢h Burke, unlike too hany ofehis countrymen
- with foftunes to make by Faglish favour,®uni-
form1y considered the circumstances of hls%ountry
i’ It was not unfil a later ’gme 2. be Bad an oppor-
tufity of acting copsplcuou_sg on heg behalf, but
vVha‘tever inflatnce hé came- to -gequittwith his
pa;ty.wa,s unflinchingly used agamst the'cruelty
of“English-prejudice. . g ¢
Burke appears to have. remained in Ireland for
two years (1761-63). In 1763 Hamilton, who had
found bim“an invaluable auxilisy, procured for

.«...
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him, principally with the ajd of the° Primate
Stone, a pension of three hundred pounds a yedr
from ®he. Irish Treasury. In tha’h]‘ing.' him for- -
this serviceBurke proceeded to bargain that the’
obligation  should not bind him to give to~ his
patron the wholg of his time. He {psisted on
Peing’ left with a discreet dberty to d)ntmue as
little work Which he had as a rent-chargé upon "
his thoughte. ~ Whatever advantages he had.” '
acquired, he says, hade been due to literary repu- -
tation, and °he could only hope for a continumce
“of such advg,ntages £y condition ofe doing some-
‘thmg Jto %keep the same nputatlon alive. Vﬂlat »
this literary design was, e do not know with cer-’
tainky. It .is believed to have been & history of
England of whigh, as I'have said, a fragment re-
mairs. Whateversthe work’ may have 'been it
was an oﬂ“e,rlce to amlltgn With an mat,lona,l
stubbornness, tha! ay well astound us when we
think of® thefnoble @ms he thus wished te con-
fing to paffry persgnal d?les he* persmted thit
Burke $hould bind hlmbelf to his service for life,
sad to the exclusmn ‘of other intergsts. “To cir-
cumscribe my hopes,” cried Burke, “to give up
even the possnblhty of liberty, to anmhllate myself .
for ever!” He'threw up the.pensmn, which he

"\
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hadsheld, for two ';,rs, and‘ declined all further -
chnnection with Hamilton, whom he roundly de-
saribed a3 -ap infamous scoundrel. “Six- f the
“best years of my life he took me from every pur-

smt of my literary reputation, or of improvement
‘of my forjune.. . .. In all this time you may
-easily cor!belve how much I felt at seeing myself v
left be'hlgd by almost all of my cofttefuporaries.
‘There never was a season more favowrable for any
.man who qhose to enter in%o the caree of public
hfe‘* and I think Teame nqf guilty of offentation in
suEposmg my own moral gparacter,and my in-
dustry, my| friends amd connections, ¥hep* Mr.
Hamilton first sought m'y acquamtance were not
%t all inferior to those of several whose fortwe is®
at this day upon a'very’ different footing from
o mme." » E o o

1t was not longs befq‘re a Iqre lmporta,nt open- '
mg offered mself Which, speedl brought Burke - -
mto‘the _Inain, stseam <of. gubhc . In the -
summer of 1¥65 a chenge of Juinistry™took plgce.
Tty was the third since the klngs acces®on five
years ago. FLI‘at Pitt had bden dlsgra.ced and the -
old Duke of Newcastle dismissed. Then Bute
came into power but Bute quailed before the
storm of calumny and bate that his Scotch -
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nationality, and the supposea gource of his pewer
over the king, had raised in every town in, Eng
land. ® After Lord Bute, George Grex‘lvi];e unde-
took the gowernment. Before he had been many *
months in office, he had sown the seeds of wat in .
the colomes, wearied Parliament, and,: dlsgustea
tRe king® In June 1765 Grenville wes dismissed.
With proYohd reluctance the king had.ﬁo. other
choice than €0 spmmon LortLBockingham,‘ and
Lord Rocklpgham in-g-happy. moment for. himself
and his paRy, was- mduced tq -offer. Burke a. pos’c
as-his. private- secreegy Rockmgham»wasswnﬁl’
out &ithef experience-or. knowledge. He felt, or -
friends felt for him, the®advantage of having at
'his odde a man who was chiefly known as arf
author in the sorvice of Dodsley, and as having
conducted the Anmal ﬁ?egfbster with.greaf. ab1hty,
. nothmg less tha{f an~ encyclqpaedlq, of pohtlcal .
knowledBe. o -
"~ Itis coMmonly behe'?cthat B‘m'ke Jwas c.pnT-
mended®to Lord RockmOham by William Fijzheg-
sbgrt. Fitzherbert wds President of the Board of
Trade in the new government, but he is more
likely to be remembered as Dr..Johnson’s famous
example of thetruth of the observation that a

[TS
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man®will please mo ’upon the whole-by-negative
qhalities than by positive, because:he.was ;the most
aoqeptab]s man in London, and yet overpd¥ered
nobody by the superiority of his talemts, made no
man think worse of himself by being his rival,
seemed always to listen, did not obhge you to
hear much fr8m him,%nd did not oppose | what yoh
said, Beﬁldes Fitzherbert’s influencd we have it
on Burke’s own -authority that his ptomotion was
.partly due to that mystem’ous persop, William
Burke who was atethe spme time appointed an
Unﬂer-Seeretmy of State. Jamere mugt have been
uﬂpleasant TUmours aﬂoat as to the Burke cqnnec-
tion, and we shall presently consider what they
Were worth. Meanwhile, it is enough to say thatsthe ¢
ok Duke of Newecastle huI?I;ied to e new Premier,
and.lzold him the appointmen® would nevex do;
the?- new secretarp wag not nly an Irish ad-
¢ venturer, which wgs tree, but he was an Irish
Papist, which wase ot true; he whw a Jesuit,
he avas a by fronf‘—Saint Omer’s, and his
regl mame was O’Bourke. Lord RockIngham
behaved like & man of senSe and honour, semt
for Burke, and repeated to him what he had heard.
Burke warmly denounced: the truthlessness of -
the duke’s tattle. He insisted that the reports
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his chief had heard would prol%ably, evennunkﬂown
- to himself, create in his mind such suspiciens ds
unld’ stand in the way of a,thorougl canfidenge.
No earthly eonsideration, he said, should indixc_e. '
him to continue in relations with a man Wilosg
trust in him was .not entire; and he ‘pressed his
res1gﬁat10n “To this Lord Rbckmgham woyld not
. consent, and° from that time untjl his death seven-
teen years afferwards, the relations between them
were thogejof loyal and honourable service on the. .
one hand, and generous amd eppreciative’ fnénd- _
ship on the, other. €§ix-and - -twen'twy-ylass a,ﬂ;er-~
' wards, (1791) Burke rem%mbered the month M g
which he had first become connected with a man
* whes memory, he said, will ever be precious to

Enghshmen of All parties as long as the 1deas of -

honaur and v1rtue,°pubhc and private, are under-
stood and chenshj in thig nation. . .
 The. Rockmgham mimistry yemajned in office
for a.year-efd twenty: daL(1765 -66). Abott the
middle; of. this.terp(Decnber-25°1765), Burke
vas. refurned::$o..Pd 8] h
WendoverwbymtheJ.,m'ﬂuencewof,gLord \{erney, who
owned it, and who also returned William Burke
for another boreugh Lord Verney was an Irish
peer with large property in Buckmghamshue,
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he m®w r‘apresentetv that county in parliament,
I was William Burke’s influence with Lord Verney
,/tha,t procuredgfor his namesake the seat at #Wen-
; “dover. Burke made-his first-speech in-the-House
of Commons a few days after -the opening of the
session,of 4766, (Japuary. 27, and was honoured
by a comp‘hment from. Pitt, shill the-Great. Com®
moner," 4 week lgter he spoke again %nthe same

. momentous theme, the complaintg of #he American
colonists, and his success was S0 marke#hat good -
]udges predicted, in the gtiff phraseo ogy of the
tlmé that’ heewould soon pdd the palm of the
ofator to the laurel of the writer and th8 philbso-
pher. The friendly Dr. Johnson wrote to Langton
fhat Burke had gained more reputation tham any *
1ran at his first appea.rance had ever gamed before.
The sessmn was a tnumpﬁ t® the new me ber
but i brought neither s'oren.gth nor populanty
?,to the adminjstratign. et the ehd of it the king
" distissed them, apde the Chatham “gpvirnment
was formed—tRat strasge combination-which-jas
begn; made famous:by.-Burke's. descnptlon Bf.it.as
a.piece-of joingry.so-crossly fhdented andswhimsi
~cally.¢ dovetaﬂed,&such 3. pi nosaic,

o

such a tessellated pavement W hout‘ce ent_ thatit
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to-touch-and unsure.to.stand ftpon. There wes no
obvious reason why Burke should not ha,ve,jo.ine'd
the IRw ministry. The change wasat frst oneof
persons rather than of principles or of measures.
To. put himself, as Burke afterwards said, ot of -
the Way of the negotiations. that were then bemg
&urried on very eager‘ly and through marty channels
with the“Ed] of Chatham, he went to. Irel?md very
- soon after the change of mmlstry He was free
~ from party engagements, and more than this, he
* was free av'the express, desire, of his friendsg for
on the very day of his return the Marquls "of
Rodkinglfam wished him #o accept office under’the
new system. - Burke “b8lieves he might have had
® sugdw a situation, but he cheerfully took hls fate
with his party In a 8hort time he rendere'd his .
partkhe first of, aplong,rsenesﬁofxsplenmd llterary
© services.b i gg«hls.Obsewatwm..on,th&l’resent
> State.of.1] _}ﬂj\@%ﬂ?ﬂ%) selboWas a.reply.to a ®
pamphl8t B George. Grenvrllg, in. whlch the- Mis-
appointed mlmster accuSedehis sudcessors of puh-
ing the country Burke, in answering fhe - gharge,
Qhowed a grasp of cdmmercial and fiscal details at
least equal to that of Grenvﬂle hlmself, then con-
sidered the first man of his time in dealing with
the national trade and resources. To this easy

o
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masfery ¢f the sp,;:al facts of the discussion,

Burke-added the far rarer att of lighting them up

by.broadeprinciples, and placing himstlf afd his

readers at the highest and most effective point of
' 'wgew for commanding their general bearings.

If Burke had been the Irish adventurer that his
.edfemies descﬁbed he®might well have selzed with
1mpat1ence the -opening to office tha? the recent
exhibition of his powers in the Housé®of Commons
.had.how made accessible to him, There was not
a man in Great Britaire to,whom the emoluments '
of @ﬁce'woul&'have been meee usefygl. It is one
of the stapding mysteﬁgs in literary Bmgraphy
"how Burke could think of entering Parhament
w1th0ut any means that anybody can now trate, of*

edrnmg a fitting hvehhood. Y® &t this time
Burkg, whom we saw not long %go writing jar the
booksellers, had become afflugnt enough to pay a
‘ yearly allowaaice to, Barty, the ]_hlt T, in order to
enabl'e him to stedy the pictures mtﬁe great
Furopean galleries, #d to Juake a prolonged
-regidemce at Rome. A little later he took a step
that makes the riddle still more difficult, amel '
has given abundant employment to wits who
are magimy in minimis, and think that every

question they can ask yet to Whlch hlstory has

®
* o .0
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not thought it worth while{to leave a0 anewer,
Jis somehow a triumph of their own learnmg afd
diale®tic.” = - o - - »
; In:1769+Burke. purehased .a-house and_lands
known as. Gregories, in es of ql}éngand ’
Beac@nsﬁeld,».«m themcounty\@of,,:Buc]ﬁ 1t has
Bften bemd and natwrally emotgh, how a
man whd, Bardly more than a few mont}:sf before,
was still centegted to earn an extra hundred
‘ pounds a year by writing for ]jodsley, should now.
have lat?%hed out as ghe.buyer of a fire house
and estate,, that @apst upwards &f twenty'two _
thotispnd pounds could ®ot be kept up on Yoes
" than two thousand fivé® hundred a year, and of
® whish the returns did not amount to one- Aifth
of that sum. Whence *did he procure the money,
andghat is perhaPs more difficult to answer how
came he first to entertaln the ddea of a deswn )
ill- proportmne% anything we cay nOW discern ®
in his m%ay’and prospects ? o The common ansiwer
frgm Burke’s enemzes and even fedm some neutr’al
1nqu1r€fs mlght give an unpleasant shodz. Jt
* g alleged that *he hall plunged into wild gambhng R
in East Indla stock. The charge was current at the'
time, and it was speedily revived when Burke's
abandonment of his party, after the French

.0
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* e . 8

] . .
n® PURCHAWE OF BEACONSFIELD 47
\ Y ) i
Revqution, exposedli’m' to a thousand attacks of

ré’lﬂess Virulence. ' It has been stirred by one or
two pertmaclous critics nearer our owr time and
fone of the bmgraphers have dealt with the per-
- plexities of the matter. Nobody, indeed, has ever
pretended to find one jot of dlrect evidence
that Burke “hignself took a partin the gambling in”
India or other stocks There is evidenc® that he
was a holder of the stock and noemore. But.
what is undeniable is that Blchard Burke, his
‘Prother,- William Byrkg, hlS mtlmate ¥ 10t his
kingman, and Jord Verney, lgs political patron,

Wer% all three at this §ime engaged together in. *
1mmense transa.ctlons in®ast India stock ; that

in 1769 the stock fell violently ; that. they were.
.. unablé to pay their differénces; and that in the:
year when Edmund Burke®hought Gregoriess the
' othet’ three were .utf:erly ruined, two of them
« beyond retrleval. Ageuu, it ﬁs‘ithat after
thig? Richard Burke was engaged inYand#jobbing
m’the West Indxes that his claims were (disputed
by the Government as questionable and diskonest ;
and that he lost his case. ®dmuhd Burke wag:
said, in the goss1p of the day, to be deeply in--

terested in land at Saint Vincent'’s, - But there iz

‘no evidence! What cannot be d&nied is that an
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: ‘»ventureshlp hung at one time about the whdle
* contfetiom, and that the adventu;es .;nvanably

came to ansunlucky end. ‘ v
Whether Edmund Burke and William Burke a

\ e
) unpleasanb tamt of speculatitn and ﬁnancla\'l ad-

were relatmns or. not, and if so, in. what deoree, .

" Shey were relatmns neithe# of them ever knew;

they belie?®d that their fathers sometlmes called‘

one another cougins, and that was all they hdd

to say on the subject. ‘But they were as inti -
mate as‘ﬁ?others and when William Burke -Went '

to mend hig- broken fortunes in JIndia, .Edmund
Bufkg c8mmended him ¢o Philip Franms—ghen
fighting his deadly duel%f five years w1th Warren
Hagtings at Calcutta—-as one whom he hall
tenderly loveds highlj valued, and contiﬁﬁally

* live_with in an ®nion not to be expressed, qulte .

since their boylsh years, Looking back $o the

course of my % e wrote i in 1771, “I remember

no one® ggi sidera.ble benefit oin the whole 8f it

" which I did not, medla,rly or 1mmed1ately, dertve
from William Burke There is nothmg latrmSI-
gally 1ncred1ble tHerefore, considering this in-
timacy a,nd the community of purse and home
that subsisted among the three Burkes, in the
theory that when Edmund Burke bought his
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propedty ig Bucking¥amshire, he looked for .help -
from _the speculations of Richard and W]Jllam
However this wmay have been, from them came 1o
help Many years afterwards (1783) Lérd Verney

'ﬁled a bill in Chancery claiming from Edmund

’

Burke a sumeof £6000, which he,alleged Ulat he |
‘had- lent at°the instigtion of ‘William Bgrke tor
assist in co;npletmg.the purchase of Beaconsfield.
Burke’s sworn answer denied all knowledge of the
transaction, and the plammﬂ' did not get thg relief -
for which’ he had prayeds .

In'a lester to=Bhackleton (M#y 1\1’7:58} Burke
gave the follgyving account .of what he-had dene :

—T1 have made a push,” he says, “ with all T could
collect of my own, and the ald of my friends, to ch8t
a listle root in this country I hav&. purchased a
house, yvxt;h an_ estate.of. about s% ‘hundred aares
of land, in- Buckinghamshire; twenty-four-«-mlles

. from London. Jt is g.plact exceedl pleasant

and I*propose, God wélltng, to ‘become & farmer in _
good earnest, Yéu, who®are clagsical, will not be -
displeased to know that it was formgrly the seat

. of Waller, the Roet, whose house, or part of it, ®

makes at present the farmhouse within an hundred

‘, yards of me.” The details of the actual purchase

¢ of Beaconsﬁeld have been made to]erably clear.

S B ¢
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The price was "'t;wenty=tW6”t; usaﬁ’d’*p"oand; more
oruless ‘Fourteen thousand-were.left on. mortgage,
hlch remained- outstandmg until $he.gale-of: .the
- property By Mrs. Burke in 1812, Garret Burke,
 the elder brother, had shortly before the: pufqb%ise C
.'made <Edmunds his residuary legatee, and it is .
. guesserl that of this beque§b two thousapd pownds
were in cash. The balance of six thpusand was
advanced by Lord Rockmgham on Burkes bon& . '
Thqurchase after-all was-the smallest part of
the matter,, and it still retatms a puzzle’ 16t only
how Burke was #Ble to mamtam‘so hnndso,t%e an
*estabhshment but ho&vﬂne could eygr suppost; it
likely that he would be.able to mamtam it "He
cdlinted, no doubt, on makmg some sort of incofne
by fa.rmmg «The Igsh estate, which he ‘hade'in- - -
‘hent‘,ed from his brother, brought in five b.undred
a year (Arthur Young's Ireund, ii "193)." For a
short tu‘ne rece1ved°a salary of, seven hundred
. poundsm yea1 as agent fdr New York. we may :
perhaps take fog granté’d that & made as niuch
more out of, his acres. He recelved smething
® from Dodsley for fis work on thg Annual Register .
down to 1788. But when all these Tesources
have been counted up, we eannot but see a oreab- .
yearly deﬁclt The unhappy truth i§ that. from .

\ o »:’o .
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thg middl® of 1769, ¥hen we find him applying
to Gartick for the loan of a ‘thousand poqnds
down to 1%94,%hen the king gave h1m a pension,’

_ Burkg was never free from-the: harassmg strain
ofgdebts-and want- ofﬂmoﬁey It has been stated
with good Show of authority, that his «bliga-,
tions-to I.ord kockmgham amounted {o wot less
than thirtys thousartl .pounds. When that noble-
man died- (1782), with-a generosity - which -is not
the -less honourable to hxm_ for havmg, een so :
nchl).f earned by the’ falthﬂul friend who was‘the
ob;eqt« of 1t, he Teft- mstructwns to his’ e,zecthrs‘
that all Bune®’s bonds. shogld be-destroyed. * -

. We may indeed wish~that all this had been «
otherwxse But those who, ,Press 1(3 ag a reproaeh
against Burke’s memory, may bg Justly remmded
that when Pitt~died, after drawing the pay of 4 -
minjster for twenty yeass, hegleftdebts«to the '
amoqnt of - forry\thmsa,n&.pounds Rurkeg, as I
have said elsewhere %ad L nape of the vmé% of pro-
fus1on but ke had the qua,hty that Aristotle placed
high affong the virtues — tlle noble “mean of
Magnificence, stinding midway between the two®
extremes of vulgar ostentation and narrow petti-
ness. - At_ Jleast, every creditor wag paid in good

¢ time, and nobody suffered but himself. Those who

- o ’ |
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~ think these disagreeable mAtters of sgprenfe i -
port;ance and allow such things to stand between

. _them and"Burke’s greatness are like the peop].e—
slightly to*alter a figure from a philosopher of old
_ ——-who when they went to Olympla could” only '
percelve that they were scorched by -the sun, and‘ '
pressed by the crowd, and 8eprivedrof " comfortable
means of ‘Dathmg, and wetted by the rain, and
that life wdb full of disagreeable and troublesome
things and so they almost forgot the great colossus
of ivory and gold, Phidias’s statue of- Zelis; which
they had ceme fossee, and whiclmstood «dn a'll its
glorg and power before tReir perturbgl and foolish
vision.

. ‘l‘here have been few men in hlstory with whom
personal objgets counted for so little as they. ..
counted with Burke. He really did' what 80"
many p_ubllc men only, feigr to do. He forgoet
that he hadgdhy interests of his qwn to be 'pro-"
moted; gpart from the intetests of the party” with
yhich he acted and” fom those of the ewhole
natidh, for which he held himself a trustee, What *

" o William Burke sfid of him in, 1766 was true
throudmut his life, “Ned is full of. real busi-
ness, intent upon. doing solid good to his country,
as much as if he was to reeelve twenty per cent

\ : %
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ﬁom‘the Empne #uch men as'the shrewd and
1mpudent Rigby atoned for a plebeian_origin by
the arts of, degendence and a judicious servility,
and drew more of the public money from the Pay-

© Officé in half ‘a dozen quarter-days than Burke
received in-all his life. It was pot by sych arts
that Burke ose. When we remember .all the v
untold bztterness of, the struggle in wilich he was

efigaged, from the tlme when the dld Duke of
I\ewcast;le tried to make the Marquis of, Rgcking-
ham ‘dismiss his newsprivafe: secretary as an Irish
Jesydt in ,disguise (1765), dowmto the tlme when
the Duke of‘Bedford hinsself battening « tn grants

to the house of Russell, s0 enormous as not only
t8 outrage economy, but even to stagger credi-
.~ bility,” assailed the governfent fomgiving Burke
a mod'eraf;e pension, we may alnfbst imagine that
if Johnson had imitatedthe famous Tenth Satire

«g little later, he Would-have b tempted to
apply «the poets cynleal criticism of the" career »

x’/ heic to the greater Cheero of his own day. <1
F wwas noty’ Burke said, in a passage of, lofty~d1gmty,
“like his. Grace, of Bedford, s¥addled and‘rockeds
and.dandled into a legislator.; Nitor in.adversum
is. the motto for & man like me. I possessed not
v one of the qualities, nor cultivated one.of the

J - ’
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arts; ‘that recommend men.-#-the-favoyy- an(*bproQ
~ tection-of the great. . I.was not.made for.a ’minion
- OF:a- Yool = As little did T follow thg tragde of win-
{%‘f ning the learts, by imposing on the understand: -
B /ings of the people. ~ At every step of my progress
in life, for in gvery step was I traversed and.
oppbsed and at every tutnpike d !net I was
obhged to $how my passport, gnd aoam and again
" to prove fy sqle title to the honour of beifig
quseful to, my country, by a proof that I was not
wholly unacquainted ith its laws and the whole
system of its intesests both ‘abread and,at home;
otﬁe:wxse no rank, no t;oieratlon eve&for me.” o,



CHAPTER Il
. g ®
,-T‘HE'GONsTIT.UTIONAL STRUGQI;E .
FOREIGN observers of our affairs, lodked upon the
state of England between the accessmn of George

III and the loss, of. the Amemcan colomes
{ 1760 7¢) with mixed. dxsg:st and’ satisfac-

'tmﬂ. Their mstmct as absolute rulers _Was*Te-

volted by'a'spectacle of® unbridled faction  gnd
ragmg anarchy ; their envy was soothed bye fhe

growing weakness of a fower vsh'lch Chatham'
had so short a time befofe left at the highest

pomt of grandeur ,and Strength, Fredenck ‘the

- Great spoke with contegnpt 148 ‘sbg ‘insolence of .

Opposition and thg wirulence of parties ; and
vowed that, petty Gerenah prmce as he was, he
would Jot change places with the King o?Eng-
land. The Emperor Joseph pronounced positively
that Great Britain was declining, that Parliament
was ruining itself, and that the colonies threat-
ened a catastrophe. Catherine of*Russia thought

1
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_ ' o
that nothing would restore ¥s ancient v1g01ar to .
~ the realm, short of the bracing and herom remedy
of a®%ar. «Even at home, such shrewd and gx-
perienced onlookers as Horace Walpole suspected'

. that the state of the country was more serious
‘than it had been since the Great Rebellion, arfd
‘&eclared it to e approachtng by §as® strides to
some sharp crisis. Men who, remembered their
Roman hisbery, ,fancied they saw every symp-
tom of confusion that preced'ed the ruin of .the
Commonwealth and bewan Jo inquire unadsily
what was the teg;per of-the amny. «Men ewho
rememb&ﬂ‘ed the story ofe the violence and mgam-
able factxousness of Plorence, tur@ again to
. * Maghiavelli and to Guicciardini, to trace =
parallel betwegn the ferce city on the Arnio gud
thetfierce city orP thé Thanies When the King
of Sweden, in 1772, carried qut a revolutu‘)n by

abolishing an 1g33‘chlc.councll and assuming’the ,
powersi‘of a dictator, with the assent of his pedple,
there were actually sefiows men 4mn England who
thought that the English, after having bcien
- * guilty of evely meanness and corruption, would
soon, like the Swedes, own themselves unworthy
% to be free. The. Duke of Richmond;-who hap-
“pened to have®a-claim-to a peerage.and an estate
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,mw!‘rano'e, excused ‘himself for- taking -so--much
;pams to- establish. his claim to-them, by gravely
:agkmg who kpew that a time might not.scorfcome

* when- England would not be worth -liwing-in, and
;whén-a retreat .to France. might- be a. very~happy
%hmg for.a free.man.to-have. .

_ The refgnehad begun by a furious outbreak 8f
hatred ﬁe.tween the English and the Stotch. Lord
Bute had been driven from *gffice not merely

“because he was supposed to owe his power to a
scandatous friendship with the king’s mother but
bega.use, ke was accused of (‘a)wdm.g the public
'semce with his detested countrymen® from- the
other sidé of the Tweed” He fell, less from dis-
‘appraval of his policy, than from' rude preyldlce
against his country. Th® flow of angry emotion
had not subsided before the Whisper of strfe in

/the Amerlcan colqnies began to trouble the air ;

"o, and before that had waxed foud, theleddlesex
elgct»lon had- blown mto a portentous Jurricane,

Burke.wcangg;mto the,Hous\ om;nouz.:’As
“moreover, it hecame a leading element in the crigjs®
that was the occasion of Burke’s first remarkable
essay in the literature of politics, it is as well to
éo over the facts, °
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Thke-Parliament to Whlch he had- ﬁrst been
réturned, now approaching the expiry of .itg legal
- termPwas.dissolved in the spring of 1.768 Wilkes,
‘then an outlaw.in_Paris, returned.to. England, and*
" announced himself .as_a.candidate.. for_the. tity.
When the election was over, his name stood last -
&n the poll But his anmexft fame as the oppon-
ent and VicBim of the court ﬁvg years b.e?or_e, was
revived. Aféer hjs rejection in the city, he found
himself Strong enough .to stand' for the:county of
: Mlddlesex Here he was. vetyrned. at the-head of
the poll after ancexmted election. Weilkes qad
-been triedin 1764 and found guilty by the Kifgs
Bench of republishing Rumber Forty-hive of the
. * Nogté Briton, and of printing and publishing the
Essay on Women. He®had not appeared t6 xe-

ceive sentence, a®d Had been outlawed 'in J00n-

,  sequence. After his election ,for. Mlddlesex he .

o obtained a rex;ersafof hu outlawry on a point-of. .»

 technical’ .form He then eapue up for. sentéhce
under the original verdxct o The ecust sent him to
pnsox?for twenty *two months, and comiemned

* hjm to pay a fine of & thousand pounds ' -
Wilkes was in prison when' the. second sessmn
of the new Parliament began. His .case,came
before the- HouSe-in- November-1768,.on his: own
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etition, accusing. Lord Mansfield of altering the
record at his trial.  After many acrimonious
debates, and  examinations of Wilkes and ®others

* at the bar of the House, at. length, &y.219.votes
'a«ainst 136, the famous. motion was.passed.which

expelled him from .the _House. Another election
for Middlesex was®now held,. “and Wilkes ws
retumed ‘without, .opposition. The &ay”after the
*return, the House of Commops resolved by an
immense majority that, havmg been expelled
Wﬂkes was incapgble of serving in that Parlia-

" ment. , The fallowing month, Wilkes was once

afbre elected The Hause once m01e dtaclared the
election V01d In-Apfl- another election.. took
* place, and- this time the Government, -put. fargard

" Qolonel-Luttrell, who-vactited-hisgeat-for Bossiney

for ;the purpose of- opposilg- Wilkes:~There - was
the same-result; gnd- for— the - fourth-4ime: Wilkes
wag-at the head of the .poll ® The House ordered
ths. return to be adtered,. and . after hearmg “by
eoynsel theofreeholdote “of M1ddlesex who peti-

ks txoned against the alteration, ﬁnally confimed it

(May -8;- 1769) “by ~&. majority <of:-221-to- 12

According to Lord Temple, this was the greatest

majority ever known on the last day of a session.
The-purport and significance-&f -these_arbitrary

-
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proceedings need.little. mterpretatmn ‘The Houge,
according to the authorities, had a constltutlona,]
right R0 expel Wilkes, thouoh the grounds op
which even ¢his is defended would probably be .

/’questmned if a similar case were to arise in our

""own day But.a.single.branch.of.the 1eglslature
cd'uld ~havecnobﬁpower»-.-to ~Dass-an.incapacitating

-vote,eltherb,engamstm Filkes oL anyhe ody,.,elge. An
Act..of. Parlisment..is..the. ,fleast instrument, by*
which | such mcapa,mt;)ac could.t be ;imposed... .. The
House mlght perhaps expeL W,llkes but it conld
not either legally a with regard & .the, less de- :

- finite limis ‘of constitutipnal mora,hty, deciﬂe
whom the Middlesex freSholders shouldhot elect,
*and i could not therefore set aside their repre- *
sentative, who was then®free from any dlsabhno o
quality. Lerd.Camdeifidid.not much exaggerate
when he declare in a debate on the subJecﬁ in -

o the House of Lord® thajggthe«‘]udgment_qpassed .
d;ponuthé Mlddlesex» electiore: had* glve :

' stltu’mon—«a, more:wdangereus W, 3

-g1v'e?1‘=dur1ng the® twelve .years".. absence of
'Pgrhament in the- Teign of - Charles- I The»House
of Commons..was~usurping. another,(ﬁo;;m of..that
very.dispensing. power, for_pretending..to..which
the . last of the® Stuart sovercigns had lost his®

il -
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‘prq\yn. oIf the House by a vote could deprive
Wilkes of a right to sit, what legal or constitu-
tional impediment would there be ire the Way, if

" the majority were at any time dispostd to declare
-all 'their most formidable opponents in the minor-
ity mcapable of sitting? .

In the same Parl®ament, there was anothér ad
/scarcely Jess remgrkable case of Prwxlefre “that
ﬁgegdest son of Prerogatlve as, Burke. truly. called

. it,"“and. mhentmg all_the vic its gparent.”
Certalnmprlnters- SWere., accuse r
privileges for, réporting: he,‘,ddaa House
(ﬁarch ~17 Z1).-. The ntessenger of the Serjgant-at-
arms attempted to take zne of them into cusbody
Cin his own shop in the city. ~ A constableewas
standmg by, designedly, 1t has been supposed, and
Miler, the_printer, gave the messenger info his
custody for an assault., The case .capme on before.
. the Lord Mgyor;: Alderman Vfllkes -and-Alderman
Ofiver, the same egehing, and-the -resu}t’was-that ‘
‘the- messenger®of the Flouse Was cotimmitted. The-
gity dectrine was, that if the House ‘of Colnmons
had a Serjegnt-at-arms, they had a Serjeant-gt-
mace. If the House of Commons could send their
citizens to New, gate, they could send its mes-
senger fo the Compter. Two other pmnters wera

reach. of

SEA AR e,
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collusively arrested, _brought before Wlbkes fngd
Oliver, and at-once liberated. : S .
- The Commons«mstantly resolved.. on. sbem
" measures, *The Lord Mayor and Ohver were .
. taken and despatched to the Tower, where they

o

lay until the prozogation of Parhament Wllkes. :

.sfubbbrnly refused to pay any attentlo)g to re-
peated sumfnonses to attend at the bgr of the
- House, very Properly msmtmo that lie ought to

be sumgponed to attend in }ns place as member "

for Middlesex. Besideg committing Crosby fnd
Oliver .to t.hg Toser, the House %ummoned the.
Lord Mayor s clerk to a,tétend with hig books, and
then and there forced him to strike out the record
‘of the recognisances into which their messenger
had entered on éeing commxtted at the Mansion’-*

‘Houfe. No_Stuart. ever.did. anything more ZI‘bl-.* '
trary .and. illegal. °The House..: dehberately in: -

.~tended to constitute. itself-as-Burke pad said two
years beloge,-an- arbltrary antl diespotlmassemb'ly
¢ The--distempers.. ,of monarchy v&eﬁ'egt}__gevgreat
sub3ec ,hof}apprehenswnwndxedres zin he“las.t‘-
cgggqry . distempers:o

i Burkein -a-speech.he-. dehveled Mhls,\place.
m 1771,,Marned the House of the _evils of. the

course upon w’nch they ‘were entermg, and

21
?’m

ot e
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dgcfhred ¢hose to be their -mortal-enémies who

would- persuade them to act as if they were.a self- -

orgmated. magistracy, independent-of ¢he pdbple,
“and ‘unconnected with their opinions.and feelings.
?ut these mortal enemies- of its very. constitution
were at thls time the _majority.of..the.. House It
was to 1o. “putpose tifat Burke argued- thh smorf
/’tt,han legaL closeness that. mcapacltatloh could not
‘be-a power. accordkng to.law,.ingsmwch. as it had

nelther of the_two properties of law : it gas not

knoton, * you yoursslves not knowing upon What
grotinds.you wilt vote the mcapnlty of any man”;
it was s Qb fized, becase it was vaned'accordmg
to the occa,smn exercised according to discretion,
and no man could call for it as a right. A stzain °
) ofb unanswerable reasomng of this kind counted
for qothmg, in splte of its bemg unanswemble
. the most formldable battery that reason and expen—
L~ enice can constructy dtramst them. And *Wilkes's
.‘/_‘x'\exclusmn enduted unt# this Parhament——the Un-
‘ _rg}porbed ‘Parliament, as it was caxled and, mﬁly
- respects the Yery worst: thit ‘ever assembled gt
' Wiestminster—was  dissolved,.and a_new. one
'glgcted (1774); when he wag ‘once .again;returned
© for Middlesex, and took his seat. ¢
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The London multitude had grown zealoud fgr-
Wilkes, and the town had been harassed by dis-
orde? Of the fierce brutality.of. thq.cxowd of that
age _we may form-a vivid.idea from the unﬁmch-
ing pencil -of- Hooarth Barbarous laws werf .
eruelly admmlstqred The common people were
ﬁlrbulent because misrule IYmde them® miserable.
Wilkes had written filthy verges, but §he crowd
cared no more fpr this than their betters cared
about the vjces of Lord Sandwich. ' They made com-
mon cause with ohe who was «ccidentally a more
conspicuous guﬂ’exer Wllkes was Wuite rght’ v»‘hen

. he vowed fhat he was no XVﬁlklte Thgmasses weme

z'rbetter than their leader. “ Whenever, the people

h\a\ae-a feeling,” Burke once said, “ they commonly
are in the right« they sdmetimes mistake the phy-
sici#h”  Frankli, who was then in London, was
of opinion-that if- George 1L had had a bad char-
acter, and J ohn W 1ﬁ<es a good one, thg latter m1ght' o
have turflgd the former out ofthe kmfrdom forthe
turbulence that becan in. street vidts, at one #inle -
threi®ned to end in revolt. The king hlmself N
was attacked w Vith shv age invectivg in papers, of_
which it'was said that no one in the previous cen-
tury would hayve dared to p11nt any like them until

' Charles was fasf locked up: in’ Cerisbrooks Castle.

-

g



o ) Porﬁu'm DISORDER , 66
A is usual when the minds of those in power
have been infected with an arbitrary temper, the
em.ployment of military force to crush® 'civil.dis-
turbances became a familiar and favdurite idea.
The fnilitary, said Lord Weymouth in an. elaborate
16tter - addressed to the Surrey. magistratgs, can
never be empl!oyed td’ a more constitutional pur-
pose than in the.gupport of the autfxorlty and

, dlgmty of the mggistracy. If, the® magistrate

qhould be menaced, ‘he is cautioned not fo dglay a
moment in calling for the gid of the military, and -
maMg yse of thém eﬂ’ectually déthe gonsequence
of ethis. bloodx,scroll, 25 Wilkes rightly.. Qalled it,
was that shortly afterwards an affray occurred
bétween the crowd and the troops, in which s#tme
. twenty people were killed and wounded (May 10,
1768)a On the following day, the .Secretary ®of
.War, Lord Barringtan, wyote to the cqmmanding
‘-oﬂ”lcer, informjing him that the king highly
apprved of the conduo% both of officers a,p?i men,
and’ wished that his gracious ap;.)robatmn of t}%

_ should bg communicated to them,

" Burke brought the matter Before. the House ine
-~ &.motion for a Committee of Inquiry, supported
?kby one of the most lucid-and able-of~his.iminor
. speeches *«If_ever. the' \tnne -shodld, come,” he

. F ]
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concluded, “when tliis House shall be foupd prémpt.
to execute and slow.to inquire ; ready to punish the

'excesses of the people, and slow tg listgn to. thelr .
grlevances’ ready to grant supplies, and slow t6
examine the account ; ready to invest magistrates ’

' w1th large powers, and slow to inquire into tBe
exex’cxse of them ; ready to éhtertain ndtions of the-_
military Power as incorporajed with *the con:’
_sitution,—when, you learn this in_ the. air_of St..

/*Jamea s; .then the business. ~1s -done ; then the -
House of: Commons will change. that. chawacter

‘ which 1t rgcelve from the.. people only oIt is .

“hard}y Becessary to say that’ his motlon B a
- Committee was lost by the overwhelmmg majonty .
of 2451agamst 30. The general result of the pro-

* ceedings of the Govefnment from: the accespion
of* George TIL to the begmmno of the; t)publes
in "the Arperican colonies; “was_in- Burkes own

L words that the @overmnent was atqonce dreaded,‘
and congemned that the 4agvs were. despoiltd of
all their respected and selutary tesrors; that t'hen' '
ToRbion was a subject of ridicule, and. their exertlon
oof abhorrence thattour dependencx.es had sla,ckened .
in' their. aﬂ'ectlons that we knew neither how" to

yield, nor how to enforce; and that disconnection
and confusiof, in offices, in parties, .in,;famﬂieg"g

*
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ip Parhament in the natlon prevalled beyoud the .
disord.ers of any former time,

;~ . It wag in.the pamphlet-on. theerwm Discon-
ofentsE gubhshed Jin_1770, that Burke.déalt at-large
with the whole. scheme .of policy .of which all
fhese irregularities were the distempered incidents. -

ZThe*P_g_b phletewas_cofoposed as a. manifesto.df t] the
Rockmrrfmm _sectiop..of -the_Whig, ,arf) ,,to show,

- a3 Burke ‘Wrote tq his chief, hogr different it.was
in spirit and composition from « the Beglforgs, the
‘Greivilles, and other knots, who are combmed for
no pubh.c spurpose, but only as aamedns of further-
imgwith .]omt,strength their pmvate and fhdiyidual
advantage The pampﬁlet was submltted in_
tanuscript or proof to the heads of f,he puty K

. Friendly ’critics excused 'some 1nelemn01es that

. they thourrht they ‘found i occasional passdges,
by taking for grantgd, as JWas true, that he had ad-

7 lmtted 1nse1t;10ns from other haﬁds H_gggjgr the -
‘ﬁrstr time. he. exhlbltgdy ona consplcuous ,s&ale the
StronRgest.( qualibies_of his: understandmg .Con-
tempormml an oppox'tumty- of measunngﬁs
strenﬂth by compamson with another  performancg
of .similar scope The- he - letters:-of Junius . had o
startled .the-world -the -year .,,pr.,r_e.*mBurke wag 1,

- universaly -suspected of -being: “thi8ir-author;-and

. . ' -~
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the suspicion never _wholly died out.so. Bilg vag he

_ lived. There was no real ground for it beyond
" the two unconnected facts, that the leffors were

powerful le'ttels and that Burke had a powerful”
intellect. .~Johnson admitted that he had

never had a better reason for behevmg that Burke
Was Junius, than that he khew nobody else who -

* had the ability of Junius. But.Johnson silscharaed

his mind of ¢he thought; at the instant when-Burke
:volunéarily assured him that he neither.wrote the .
letters of Junius, nor knew who had. written them.’
The. subJects “andenim- of. those-famous. pieces were .

not.very different from Bnrke ’s-tracf, but. any dae

who. in .our time. tums from:-the:-letters - to.. the
traot will. wonder how-the author. of: the one-could

-/ /ever have ‘bean - suspe%bed «of+writing~-the -other.
;’%J unms Is, never‘more than L8 ra;ler,,and ver);.')ft;en

®

he onIy -refers to™ persbns.when. pheir condunt;’or
" {he® situation iMustrates a principle. Inetead
of reviling, | he 2, brobes,  reflocts, JaIns; 8 and ‘as
the result of this serious method pursued by a

man-in whom close mastery of detail kept.e - exact
pace with wide® grasp of generalities, we-have’ .npt

ES
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i
tnhe. gphemeral diatribe of a factlon, blt,vgne)of the
_monumental pieces of political | hterature
+The Iast great pamphlet m the”® hlstory of

.Enghsh public affairs had been Sw1ft s.%ract On
the “Conduct of the. Allies..(1711),~in which the .

wnter did 2 more substantlal serv1ce for the Torg

J‘

/

party of, hls *day than Burke did for the Whig y

party of & later date. Swift’s pamphletf,ls close,

E=mhehe . Bl

strenuous persuagive, and full ,of. teﬁlng strokes ;

.but nobody need read it to-day except the &istori-

cal 3tudent, or a mémber of the Peace Society, in
searcb of the. Wnost convincing”exposure of the
lﬂost insgne eof- EnglisR. gvars! There isenot a

sentence %in it that does not belong exclusively -,

to the matter in hand : ngt a line of the gefieral
wisdom that is for all tlgle in..the..Present
Dischngents the method is just the opposite of this.
~The details are slerred,and they are not literal.
jth:efcess; Aofs,,elaboratlon how
gte; — fsystem& fr-double Cabmets
one ‘put forwarﬁ'vnth Sominal -  powers -in- Parha-
ment, the,othemconcealed'behmd the throne;. and
secretly-dictaing; th cYe.,..The reader feel
that. this is worked out far too closely to be real

» 1. This, was not Burke's judgmentpr‘f) the long war
against Louis XIV.——See Regicide Peace, i.-
° . )
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It is a structure of artificial rhetoric; © Bu&fwe-
pas's pvéi this lightly; on our way to more’ solid
“~matter ; to the exposition of the principles ofea
COI]StltllthI; the rlcht methods. of statesmanshlp, .
e and the defence, of party. -
> Tt wes Bolmabroke,ﬂ_and.not Sw1ft! .of- whom
&Burke. -was_thinking,when-he=sat2down..to. the
Qomposmonaof%hxs =bract..  Thet Potriot:slling. was -
the..fountain2of. the_new.doctrines:which.. .Burke
trained_his_party.to.1 understand .and: to:resist. If
»  his foe was_domestic,e it - whs' from a "foréign
armoury that Biitke derived the instrivaents.of
fovietance. The great Jault of poltical writets '
o 18 their too closi adlirence to the' forms of
the"*System  of state they Happen to be ryEm
% pounding or eXammglg ‘They stop short. at she
analomy of institutions, and do not penetwie to
fhe secret.of their fungtion® ~ An illustrious
author in the mldamth ’
P L m
_ introduced his contemporalies- to a better way
- I§'i not too much to say’ that A€ that epoclt the
strencrth of pothlcal speculatien in thls eountry,
ffom Adam Smith aownwards was drawn from- ;
France ; and Burke had been led to some of what
was most charactenstlc in his philosophy of soclety -
by.. M. ntesqmeusvszrztmowaaws,(l748),1,thetﬁrst-
———e . :
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lngt mantal-of-the-historic.school.,.. We have no
P i

space *here to- work out 'the relations between
JMontesqmeu 30pr1nc1p1es and Burke’s, but the

K Student. ‘otAthe«Espnt»desqusemll#necegmse its
Ul

mﬁuence -in.every.one.of-Burkes:masterpieces,

So far as 1mmed1ate events were concemed
Burke wgs quick to discern their true 1nter§reta-_
tion, Aschas beem already said, he attnbuted to.
the king and his party a del'lberatene%s of system
that probdbly ha&”no‘ real exi'stence ine their

minds, ° :
rlgﬁmof.ehoosmg hls .OWh mml 0L S - Georcre II

.27’

nad ; made stnenuous-buf fgltﬂe endeavours $0 the _

same. end, . His son, the fa.ther -of “George - I1L,
Frederick, Pnnce of Wales as every readdr of

. Dogjngton’s Diary will regemba was equally

‘bent¥op throwing off the yoke of the large Whig
combmatlons ande making his own - Cabinets.
- Georcre IIL.- was ogly. c(mtmumg ‘the. «purpose of

his: Yather-and- his. gr&ndfather and-thgre-is no-

reasdn to. belitve’ that %ie went more ela.borately
.tQ worketo obtain his ends. 1

- It.is when, he leaves the ‘artifices of a cabah
' 3;1:3 ‘strikes down below the surface to the workmg:

/;of deep social forces, that we fecl the breadth and -

/%pOWer - of Burke’s_method.© “I_am
. i P)

10b,0ne of
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those, ? he began “ who think that the people'am
~ |never _wsggr They have been so, freguent}y ‘and
‘ @aaeously, both in other countries and in this.
But.I.do-saythat in all-disputes between them and

: jvezrqrulers, the presumptwn 18 ot least upon a ) . par
in favoyr of hehpeople Na‘y experience perhaps
_]ustlﬁes hlzn in going further. W_}_lfi‘.’ spopular
discontents are prevalent, something hag generally
beon -found Wmise inthic Gonstitution or the ad-

miniskratien. “ Thexpeople-havesnozinterest..in

e
U
oy

< and ot~ theu'~ e” And then he qqptes *the
* A\ fimous passage from_the Memoirs of Sully, whith
both practical politicians - and -political-students

(‘m -——:—-.—_m__
tables of their hearts “The revo revolutions ﬂa‘?

disorder, . %%zhey /.80 -wrdng, it.is their. error,

a—_.—-m:—-
7\l conie to pass in great states are mot the restlt of
chance, nor.of pcg)ular gapnce .., Ag-foF tHe
populac ulace b, -nevervfmm-a

18

Dzscontents 18 not 1ts plea for mdulgence togpopular .
w

fenpatience, nor its® plea for the supenonty of
7 government_ by_aristocracy, but rather the.presence,
d&g—;‘_———-—

f;%;m it of.the. thouohtaofﬂMontesqmeu -and,his school,

[

G

shGifld bind about their necks, and write upon the

+passion. for_ attack e,

o -
What reall _glves 1ts dfstlncttoh 'co the Przsent

of the necessity. of. stud. 7ing political phenomena in
"'::‘..;:_.——TEE—-&—»
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glwel;t,ion,igot merely to_forms _of government _and
aw, but in relation to whole groups of social facts
. which give to daw_and_government_the gpirit'.that
Iakes_them workable._Connected with this, is a
Rart'icularly wide intei‘pretation and a particularly
" impressive application of the maxims of expe-
diency, because a wide conception of the vefrious
interacting elements of a society naturally extends
the consideration'\s.’\zvhich a balange of%expediencies
will include. Heénce, in time there came a gtrong
and “lofty ideal of.l the trug statesman, pis breadth
of Vigians his flexibility of m@z hardly
nfeasurable iafluence, 'lt}gsgganei_&bgfmpgpgl
thoughts T the Discontents to which that-writing

- b ———— « . [
owes its permanent interest. “ Whatever original

1&?}’ says Burke, in one places“ may be sup-

pose¥ either in force or reculation, the operaeion

of both is in truthemerely instrumentgl. 'Nations

* are governed, by the same methods, and on the
same_principles, by g/hich an_individua]’ without
auttority is offen able® to govern those who are .

«~Lis equals or sup.erx?r?; by a fmoy_lggge o.f their

emper, and by a judicious minagement of it. . .e

oThe laws reach but a very little way, Constitute

- r o — . T —— .

overnment how you please, _nfinitely. the greater @

» part of ‘it _must_depend_upon_Phe_exercise of

P —— L SN

. Y ) . »‘.‘ R Py
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powers, which are left-at. large,'to»the,.‘prud.e:ce :

and uprightness of ministers of state. Evén all™
the use arld potency of the laws dlepends upen
fhem.  Waithout. them, your Commonwealth is
no: better than o scheme upon paper ; and. not q
lwmg, active, effective-.constitution.”. Thus early

R e
in hi§ pubhc career had ‘Burke seiZd that great
antithesis he so “eloquently *laboured in the
long ‘and. efer memorable episode of his war-
againsé the Irench Revolution: the. opposmlon
between a&%fmlbarmngemen&s in- politics, ahd a
living, active ®rtctive organisation, fosmed *by -

- what_he calls elsewherg #n the present_ tract i
natura.l strength of the kingdom, and suitable. to.

' the' temper and mental habits of.. the_,people
‘When " he: spolee of khe Datural strength qt{he
kinfdom, he gave no matrow or conventfonal
account of it. He incluged im the elements of
that strenarth ‘besides the. grgat peers and the .
leadmg landed gentlemen the opulent merchants
agd manufacturers‘ and th8 substahfial yeomahry
Contrasted with the trite versions of govesnmenfe
o fixed in King, Lords, and Commnaps, this search
for the Teal organs of power was going to the root
of the matter m a spirit at once thoroughly scien;
tific and 'bhoroughly practxcal. Burke had, by the
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specnjativ training to which he had submitted

himself in dealing with Bolingbroke, prepared ‘his
" mind. for s-comeplete grasp of the, ‘idea of the | body
pohtlc as a complex growth, a;manifold..whole,
_¥ith closely interdependent relatwns among its
,.several parts and .divisions. It was thig. con-
ception f{rom ® which his...conservatism ,»spl’anw
.Revolutionary polibics, on the other hand have
one of their sources in the idea that Societies are
capable of infinite and immediate modifications,

without reference to the gleep- Wnaitions,

that ha " haye work worked_themselves eggg)ﬁt part_of
P % Social strusture, ® . .

The_same - opposition _of the. posmve to the

‘m

&octrmalre spirit.is-to.be observed in-the remark-"

abl(;vmdmatlon .of . ‘arty,&th%t fillssthe, Jast dozen
pages of .the. pamphlet;- .and. is-one. :0f .the . mbst
m—— w——'__
( courageousof all-Burke's gleliverances. .Party com-

bination is exaetly ope of ifhose contnvances which, -

‘a8, Lt might seem, aq¥ise 'man would:- agcept for

worRing .purpdses;.but. a,bout Whlch ‘he would takg -

«&gre to say as little as possible. There appears to
be something rgvolting to the fotellectual integrity

and self-respect of the individual in the systematic -
surrender of his personal action, interest, and power,
"to a political connection’ in which® his own Jndg— .

ment Iaynever once be allowed to ceant for any-

3

N



6 ° . BURRE - . omrg

thing. It-is like the.surrender of the ritrh‘{ of

pnvate _]udoment to the authonty of .the Ghurch

but ‘with its nakedness not concealed hy a mystic

doctrine, *Nothing is more easy.to demolish by

the bare logical reason, But Burke was'the: swom

; Jenemy, of - the--rationalist- of politics..He-cared

not}fing about the bare loglcal ‘Teagen,-until.it-had

been clotfled:in-corivenience- and"cusr‘om Jin. the

affections oft ong side, and expenence on the other.

fNot gontgnt with insisting that for some specml

f&purpose the hour, “when: ba,dfmenﬁcombme
@thergood.mus social, -Q&lﬁi-ﬁly.;for )

the merﬁs of.. ﬁdehty.v 0:zpart mcs\mbma(non n

itself: Although-Burke Wrote thege strong pages as

a- replyyto~Bolmgbroke «who.had.denounced.party
as an evil, thes. remam as,the best general apglogy
ever. offered. for. that- prmclplewofvpubhc attion,
against mqre philosophic attacks than Bohng-
v brokes. Burke Simitted that t when,he saw a man .
acting a desultmy and dlscOguected part in pfiblic
life with detmment to hiseforturre} Ite was ready’ to
believe sucha man 1 tobe in earnest though got read dy,
éo believe him o be tight. In any case he lamented
to see rare and valuable quahtxes_squa,udered away
without any public utility. He admitted, more-
over, on the other hand, that people frequently -
acquired ineparty confederacies a narroav, bigoted,
' L

K
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an} prosc'ptlve spirit. “ But ‘where duty repders
a cntmal situation a necessary one, it is our bus1-
ness to kegp frae from the evils attendant upon it,
and not to fly from the situation itself. It is surely -
no véry rational account of a man that he has al-
'ways acted right, but has taken special care, to act
in such a manaer that his endeavours could‘ not?
possibly be producéive of any consequence. .
When men are nof acquamted with each other’s
principles, nor expemenced in each otherls talents,
nor 46 all practised in their, mutual habifndes and
dispbs@ys by jdint efforts of bueMiess; no pei-
soad confidenge, no fnendsh1p, no-commoh interest
subsisting among them, it is evidently impossible-
that they can act a pubhc part with uniformrity,
perseverance, or efficacy.”. o
I terms of eloguent .eulogy he praised the
sacred reverence wish whlch the Romgns used to
.regird the necessztmio soms or the relations that
grew up between mgxr who had only heRi office
todether by the® easualefoftune of the lot He
gmted gut to emulation the Whig Junto who. held
8o close together in the reign of'Anne—Sunderland.
Godelphin, Somers -and--Marlborough—who be-
lieved “that no men could act with effect who did
e 1ot act itf concert; that no men cotild ackin con-
] [ 4
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cert who did not act with confidence; :md that RO
men could act with confidence who were notr bound
togéther By common opinions, common.aﬁ‘ectmns
and comnton interests.” In reading these energetic
passages, we have to remember two things :*first,
that the writer assumes the direct object of pa?fy
® combination to be generous _great, and liberal
causes ; ahd second, that when the tlmg came, and
when he believed that his fnepds ‘were espousing
a -wrgng gnd pernicious cause, Burke, like Samson_
burstmg asunder the sgven green withes, sundered '
the- fnen'ﬁ?a-of a hfe, -and. dehbera,t&lz bToke
his part)fm -pieces). - .o . :
When Burke came’ to discuss the.. curewforathe
* disorders of 1770, he'insisted on contenting hini-
self with whag he ouOKt to have known to. bg ob-
_vieusly inadequate prescrlptlons And we cznnot;
help feeling that he never spegks of the constlt;u-
tion of the gove?nment. of this- cogntry, without .
gliding“into a fallacy 1dent!cg.l with that whi¢h he
hlmself'descrlbed and densunced, ssdhinking befter
of the wisdom and power of human legislagjon thg
ﬁdn truth it deserved' He was.uniformly consistent
in his. yiew .of.-the: remedies. »whl.ch the various
- gections of Opposition-proposed-against:the. existe
-1 See an.the sdine subject, Correspondence, ii. 876, 277, -
) ’ e
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lqg debasqnent and servility-of-the-Tower- House
The, . Duke. ofRichmond wanted umversal.«suf—
frage, equal elegtoral districts, and anndal: paflia-
‘ments. Wilkes proposed to disfra'inchise'the rotten
boroughs, -to increase the county. constituencies,
aMd to give members to. rich, populous, trading
towns—a genegal polfty that Wa:,s accepted &fty-®
six years ﬂfzfterxvards. . They.Gons_tx;t_t-l-t-ioffa,lr,Society
desired frequent. Parliaments ’the ekclusion of
placemen from the House, and t;he increase of the
oounty representation. Burke& !_:.formlu refused
gwe -his.countenance etofagy_,pr als such as
thm,-"ﬁlchanvolvedga glearlyaongam dmnge in
the.constitution. - He con?essed ‘that he. had no
gort of reliance upon either a tnenmal parliament
or a place-bill,and with tite reasengbleness which
as a ‘rule was fully as rema&ablle in him as }is
eloquence, he showed very good grounds-for his
.want of faith i Jn- the popula,r spacifics. - In truth,
triernial or annua,l arliaments could have done
noegeod, unless he change had been accoﬂ]pamed
by the more important process ®f amputating,.a§
“Thiatham called-it, the rotten- boroughs. Of thesq
the Crown coufd at that time reckon some seventy
as its own  property. "Besides those belonglnc
« to the Grown, there was also/ethe 1;nmense
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number belonging to the ‘Peerage.” H the 4;
sought to strengthen an administration, the thing
neddful ¥as not to enlist the" Wrvices of able -
and distinguished men, but to conciliate a duke; -
who brought with him the control of a given
quantlty of voting power in the Lower HowS®.,
’Allothlsvpatncmn mﬂuenc& whlch may. be found
at, the bottom of most of- of the inprigues of the period,
- would notehave -been- touched by o\u‘ta.mng the *
duratlon of parhaments N
- What;“then was, the remedy; or-had- Burke no.
/\remedymmor these. grave- dlstempers of Par-
hament » Only the. remedy of .the. 3nterpo~51t1(ﬁb of
the,body of.the. ipeople«ltself We must beware of
mterpretmg this phrase in the modern democratic
" sense. In-17§6-he hafl deliberately-declared that
" ha thought it woul®be more conformable to the
gpirit of the constitution, bymlessemng the
number;-to to-add-o.:the welghta and.. .independency .
~  of-our.¥oters.” Conmdenng the mlmense'and
dangeroqls charge of eleot,lons the sprostitute and
aarmg venahty, the corruption of manners, t}‘l__e__a’,
gdleness and Profligacy of the lower sort of voters,
no_prudent man would propose- to. increase such
an.evil”! In another place he denies that the

. ®* B c . .
1 Qbservations on the State of the Nation, Works, i. 105, b, *
. - <o
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' people hate either enough of speculation in the

~closet ‘or of experience in business, to be compe-

 tent Judges, noteof the detail of pamcu]ar Ineasureg

' only, but of general schemes of policy! On Burke's

theory, the people, as a rule, Wwere.no more con-

~cemed to interfere w1th Parha,ment than &4 man

” is concerned t¢ mterfere w1th% somebody whoth he _
has voluntanly and* dehberately made Iis trustee.
But here, he confessed was a sh&meful and

" ruinous breach of trust. The ordinary tule of

goverhment was -bemg every day Iyduevously
cont?emgg(‘ and daringly set aside, “Uatil the.con-
fid®hee thus ousraged shotlg be once.more restored
then the people ought to.be excited ,to.a. more
strict . and detailed attentxon to. the. conduct *of
their -representatives. The mpetings of counties
and corporations ought to settle standards for
_judging more systematicglly of the behaviour of
those whom they had sefit to I’arhament. Fre-
quent and correct lisg of. the voters- in .all im-
portant questidn’® ought to° be_ procured. = The,
agverest dlscouragement ought to be,given to the
pernicious practice of affording a blind and un-®
distinguishing support to every administration,
“ Rarliamentary support comes ax.ld goes with

1 Speech on Duration of Parliaments. ®
® . G [ 4
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officey totally regardless of the man or ¢he mef .
For, instance, Wilkes's annual motion to ekpunge' )
* the votes 'upon the Middlesex eldctionehad been;
umformly rejected, as often- as it was- made whlle
Lord North was in power. Lord North: had no
o500nem given way to the, Rockingham - Cabinet
than the House of Commons chahged, its mind, .
and the resolutions wera expuhged by & handsome -
maJonty of 115 to 47. Administration was om— :
nipotent in the House, because it could be a man’ 8
most eﬁg@t friend at an electlon and *could
most amply reward his ﬁdehty af&erwards

Agamst thxs system_@htrke. callede on the-na,ﬁon '

to.-set a stern face....Root-it-up;-he wkept,crym

séttle the general course in which you desn*_e‘ "
members to go; iggist that they shall not suffer
“,5, tBemselves to be diverted from this by the au-
g thonty of ¢he government of «the day; let-lists of .
* “votes be pubhshed so-that. ~y9ut may. ascertaln for .
yourse]yes whether your trastees_have been }‘alth-
ofalor_fraudulent; do all- this,’ andl there-will bo .
~ {no need - to- rgsort to those -organic-changes,: thqsa

°empmca1“mnovatmns»that; may, possibly-- cure,h,
- but‘are much-more-likely=to-destroy. . :
It is. not_surprising -that so haltmg«a pohcy

should* ha.ve .glven deep- dmpleasure to- vmany,
K J -
. v
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; p@rhaps tg ‘most, of those whose only cothmon
“hond .was the loose and negative sentiment of -
.anﬁlpathy'to the court, the ministry, and the too -

- servile majority of the House of Commons. The
Gopstitutional Society was furious...Lord.Chatham -
wrote to Lord Rockmgham that the work-intwhich ¢
‘these doctaines’ first appeared must do much mis-
chief to the common cause. But- Bur%;e s:view. of
the constitution - Was~a: part -of-*his..belief.-with

“ ’whlch ‘he -never - paltered;-and -on- whicB-he“sur-

&rendered his-judgment-to:®#o-man. S G#.consti-

{ tut.xgn, «#n-his.opinion, &, sfands N3, mce {Auipoise,
with.. steen«pr@@mxge%ﬁapégdeepwmteg%@gn all.
sides  of :it.... In. removing_it_from a. dangerous

A

+ leaning towards one side, there.. mayabe .a.xisk "of
- oversetting it on the _other. & This.. 1ma"e,,was
ever,before -his- »mmd It_occurs again in the last
sentence of the gréat; protest_against ‘all change

. and movement, when he e describes himsel{ as- one
whq, when the eclmpmse of the vessel im which )

- he sals may be. endangered by owerloading it upone
'we side®is desirous of carrymor thessmall Welght
--of his reasons o that which_ may preserve its®

‘equlpmse/ When we think of the odious- mis-

AR ‘PresentDiscontents. °
3 Reflections on the Irench I{e'uolutio.n. ‘
g cwo
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'goVer’nrnent in England which the ‘cgnstituti‘&]
permltted between..the..time.when,Burke wrote
‘and the. pa,ssmg of .Lord..Sidmouths ,Six® Acts. fifty, -
yegrgd_lg_j;er,_:g\ge,ma_y._..be mclmed‘.rto class such a
" constitution. among. the most :.-inadeq;_lla@egand -
e chieydus -political ..arrangaments-«that..any.free
- country-has. ever -had-to-endure. *Yet.it was this
which Burke declared that he:lookedeupon. with
ﬁhal reverence . Never will.Jrcut it.in pieces; and -
put 1t info the kettle of any magician, in order to
boil it itk the puddle of thejr compounds into "
youth' agd %igour; on the contrary; I will, dnve
‘awag such pretenderse; 1 will nufe ifg venerable
e age, and with lenient arts extend a parent’s breath,”
" He was filled with Jthe spirit, and he berrowed
the argumenfs, wdsich have always marked the -

\ cflamplon -of faith and authority aoamst the
impious - assaulty of reason Or innovation. - The
~constitgtion-was. sacred” to hisii-as the-voiceof-the
/ “Churcp and ‘the-oracles’ of der- samts -are: sacre;l to.
ethe.faithful. Stpdy. it;- the cned until.you know
how to admire it, and .if_you cannot..know ané
®admire, rather beheve that you ane dull, than that
the rest of the world has been imposed upon.
We ought to pnderstand it according to our ixea-

sure ahd to venerate where we are n(zt able pres..”
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Xltl.y to comprehend. Well has, Burke,been ealled
the, Bossuct of politics. . o
-, Although, h8wever, Burke’s unﬂmchmo rever-
ence for the constitution, and his- reluctance to
a finger upon it, may now seem_clearly exces-
sive, as it did to.Chatham and. his son, who were
. great meg in %the right, or to Beckford jand Yaw-.
. bridge, whe were véry little men in the right, we.
" can only be just to him by comparing his ideas
with those that were dominant throtghowt an
' -evil“reinn W}nle he opposed morecfrequent
parﬁam,ents he still.- :upheld.-the doctuine that “te
go%rn accordfng- to -the® sgnse,-and- aoreealﬂy to
the interests, of .the.people is.a.great-and: glorious
object of -government.” Wlxile he declared himself
against the addition of a hungred %nights of the
shire, he in the very same breath protested thht,
though the people might ke deceived in their choice
of an " objects he “could scarcay concelve any
ch01ce they could mals, bo be 80 very mlsghlevous
as the existente’ of any human force capable of
o resisting it.”! - To us this may segm very mild
and commonplgee doctrine, but it was not common®
place in an age when Anglican divines—men like

1 To the O'lwwman of the Buckinghgmshire Meeting,

® 1780. v
. Y ®
L ]
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Archbishop Markham, Dr. Nowell or Dr. Torteuel
had, revwed the precepts - of passive obetlience -
and non-résmtance, and -when such®a maa as Lord
Mansfield encouraoed them. . And these.were the’
kind-of foundations-that. Burke. had. been-laym
whllevFox -was-yet-a.Tory,.while.Sheridan .was -
-wrltmg farces, and.Grey .was.a_schéolboy.

It is; however -almost. demonstrakly..certain
that.the virldicasion of the: supremacy of popular
-intesestsover all other considerations would have
been bestless boﬂ agd -that; &the ;;censtlt.unonal,
strugglewfrmnwlmoﬂm,
othenwxse than, it did,

R M

bgmgg theﬁfallure.: of *

the AL --against-~the.. msurgent_:é«colomes,wand._\.
/ 7 th'e final- esta,bhshment .of .. American.. Indepen-
dence Tt.wes this ortentous tra,nsactxonw that
_ﬁﬁally .thessart .
House.of. | Comm fe peop-‘e and put an
end .to_the_hopes. ente‘rtame,d by-dhe. soveremn
~of makma ‘his._personal; ‘ovill--supreme -in’- the
<Lhambers, Fox,y;nnuht *well taIR of an early
- Loyalist v1ctgry in the war, as the terrible newse
‘from Long Island. * The: struggle,\ Which.began un-
snggqgsful- Ati-Brentford; )m?Mlddlesex,,, vas:Ccon-
tts. The-scens

had chztmgnd but the eonflicting* principles-were. *
[
[
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\he same® The,war.of Independence:n was~vn;tqally

a. second «English  civil, war. The.ruin..o
Amencanwause would.have.been: the

P RN

. t;he‘constltutlonaLca,use»m*Ennland

nd,; a andea— patrl-
otic’- Englishman..may-. revere..the .memory of
Prick. Henry.and George. Washington.- qotwless
justly. than the. patnotlc American. -Burke'? atti-
tude in tl‘qs great contest is that part of ‘his history
about the majestic and noble yisdetn of which
there can be least dispute. ¢ -
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o ,. . * . . .
- 'Tllﬁ ROCKINGHAM PAR’I’Y—PARIS—-‘ELEC;I‘ION AT -
N

BRISTOL—-——'THE AMERICAN WAR®

THEgvar with the American colomes was preceded
by an 1gterval of stupor. The violent fel\ment
that had be;an stirred in the nation by the aﬂ?ms
of WilkeS and the Mjddlesex elegtion, was fol- -
lowed, as Burke said, by as remarkable 4 deadness
and vapidity. In 1770 the distracted ministry of
the Duke of Grafton ‘came to an end, and was
sueceeded by that of Lord North... The. king had
at last_triumphed. He zlad .sgeured. an. adminis-
tration *of which®thie. flmdamental _principle was
. that the sovereign was.to &1 the virtual head &f it,
and the’ real director.of’; 1ts‘counsels Lord North's
government lastea for twelve years, and i{s career ,
"8 for ever associattd with one of the most mo-
mentous chapters in the- history of the English
nation and of free. institutions.
Throygh- this long,- eventful . period,” ,,Burke 5 e
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%&as as th%  yoice.of one_crying.in_the wilderness. ‘
He had become important enough for the minjstry
, to. think # woith.while to take pains Co discredit
him,  They busily encouraged-the. report -that.he
Jras Junius, or a close. ally. of -Junius. - This was
one of the minor vexggions of Burke's mlddle life.,
Even h1s friehds continued to torment him for
incessant dlsclaxmers Burke's lofty prlde made
‘him slow to deal positively withewhaf he scorned
as a. ‘malicious andﬂunworthy _imputations To
such a friend as J ohnson he did not,agewe have
seen, disdain to volunteer a denial, .but Charles
T(ﬁvnshend was forced *te write more. than one
'1m_p01tunate letter before he could-extract from
Burke the.definite'sentence (November.24;1771) :
—“T now give you my-wordggnd shonourthat I
am. not - the -author of :Junius,.and that I kndw -
not the author .of 4hat. Raper,:and-I.do. authorise
youutoﬁsay 80 Nor Was thls the only kind
of annoyance to whw’h he was subJeeted His
rising fame Mindled th® candour of the friendg

« of his gouth. They admonished Jhim that he
did not bear jpstruction ; that _he showed such
arrogance ‘as in a man of his condition was
mtolerable that he snapped furiously at his

* parhamentary foes, like a wolf who ha broken
L ] L4
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mto the fold; that his: speeches ‘were lfseless del
clamations ; and that he disgraced the Hoﬁse by
the scurnhtles of the bear-gardem These sharp
chastenings of friendship Burke endured with the

- - perfect self-command not of the cold and mdlﬂ'ev

b egotlst but of one whg had trained hinielf
not to expect too much from men. * He .possessed'
the true’ solace for -all private chagrips in- the
activity and®the Jervour of his public interests..

Ta 1772 the affairs of the Kast India- Company.
- and its xelations with the Govemment had fallen
“into dlsorden The Opposition, though powerless
in the Houses of Parljatent, were often abl?to’
thwart the v1ews of the ministry in the lmpenal
board-room m Leadenhall Street. The Duke of
Richmond wae ___ggealous and as active in his
opposition to' Lord North in the business of the' .
Fast Indies, as he was in the business of the-
country at West?mnstel' A proposal was made
to Burke to:go out to Ingia at the head of a
gommission of thr.ee supefvxsors, ith authorxly to 3’
examine the cgncerns of every department,and full .
powers of control: bver-the company's servants.
Though “this offer was pressed by the directors,
Burke, after anmous consideration, declined it

What hig reasons were, there is no ev1dence we ¢
L 3 o
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sa.n, only%uess that he thought less of his-personal
interedts than of those of the country and of his

_party. Withott him the Rockingham connectlon
would undoubtedly have fallen to ruin, and with
Jt the most upright, consistent, and disinterested
boﬂy of men then in public life. You say,” the
Duke of Rlc}nnond wrote to him (Novemb%,r 15,
1772) “ the party is an object of too much import-
ance to go to pleces Indeed, Burke, you have
.more merit than any man in keepmc usstogether.”
1t was the character of theg party, a.lmos’q,as much
as fheir pnnclples that secured Buli(es zeal and
: atnachment heir decomugp, their constancy‘ their
aversion %o all cabals for private - objects, their
‘indifference to office, except as an instrument of
power and a means of carryin ing_owt the policy of
their  convictions. They might easily have had
office if they would have come in upoﬁ the king's
terms. A year after h#s fall ¥rom power Lord
‘Roakmgham was suxgmoned to the royal closet,
- and’ pressed t® feume Bis post. But offide at an
. price was not in their thoutrhts. ‘They knew ‘the
‘penalties of their system, ahd . they clung to ét
undeterred. Then‘ _patriotism was deliberate and
considered. Chalcedon was called the city of the
* blind, because its founders wilfully neglected the
L 4
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more glorious site of Byzantium whlchqay und
their eyes. . “We have built our Chalcedon sald
Burke, “ w‘ith the. chosen part of tle universe full .
in our prospect. They had the faults to which
an aristocratic party in opposition is natu;-allx”
Jisble. ¢ Burke used. to reprgach them with bemg
somewhat lanauld scrupulous, and® unsystematic. -
He could not make the Duke of Richmand put oﬂ‘
a large party ak Goodwood for the sake of an
impartant division in the House of Lords; and he,
did not always agree yith Lord John Cavefidish
as to what ‘wonstitutes a decent and masona'ble
quantjty of fox-hnntmg for a polltlcal Jeader in
a crisis. But it was part of the steadfastness of,
his: whole life :to do hls best with such mar,ermls
as he could fird, e did not lose patience nor
abate his effort, because his friends would miss the
opportunity of a great politicalestroke rather than
they would mlss'Newmarket JRaces, He wrote
their protests for the Hoqu of Lords, composed
. getlt,lons for count ty meetﬁws, dratted resolutlons
and plied them with information, ideas, admoni- .
{gons, and exhortatxons. Never before nor since
~ has our country seen so extraordinary & union of
the clever and indefatigable party-manager, with
the refleative and philosophic habits of the specu-
RS _ °



v " THE BOCKINGHAM PARTY 93
) . .

' hthve publicist. It is much easier to make,either
absolatlsm or democracy attractive than aristo-
_cracy; yet we*see how consistent w1th his deep
raoral conservatism was Burke’s attachment to an
hrlstocratlc party, when we read his exhortation
. So~the Duke of Righmond to remembey that,
persons in his high station in " life ouOht to have
long v1ews. “You people,” he writes to the duke
(November 17, 1772), “of great - families and
hereditary ti-iists' and fortunes are not like sugh as
-1 -ant, who, whatever we 1pay be by the.rapldlty
of "our growth, and even by the fsult we bear,
and 1 ﬁatter ousselves thwt,.whlle we creep qn the
ground, we belly into melons that are exquisite
for size and flavour, yet stlll we are but anpual
plants that perish with our sgasom and leave no
sort of traces behind us, You, if you _are what
you ought to be, are in my eye.the.great oaks
that shade a gountry, andt perpefhate. ‘your benefits
from generation .to. deneration. The immediate
power of a Pukd of Rlchmond or a Ma,rqu)s of

. Rockingham, is not so much of moment ; but 1f
their conduct and example hahd down their prie-
ciples to their successors, then their houses become
the public repositories and office of record for the

* constitution, . . . I do not look #pon pour time
° L 4
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or hves as lost, 1f in this shdmg awayV from. tHfe -
genuine spu'lt) of the country, certain pax(tles if

posmble—lf not, the heads of cemain famlhes—-;
should make it their business by.the whole_a course.

" of their lives, principally by their example, f,f‘y’

o mouldsinto the very vital stamina of their descénd-, -

ants those pnnmples which ought toebe transmltt.ed
pure and ummxed to posterity.” = o
Perhaps *such a passage as. this ought to- be

desaribedsless as reflection than as imagination— _ -

moral, h.lstonc conserv%tlve 1mag1natlon-—m which¥™

- order, socml <continuity, and the ‘endless pro_]echon

of: past into present; ang 8f presentdnto future are
- clothed with the sanctity of an inner shrine. ‘We
_ may think that a-fox-hunting duke and a racing
marquié‘ were'o&po;r cen‘tres» round‘ which to -
group these high emotions, But Burké had ne
puny sentimentalism, and none of the mere literary
or romantm congervatlsln of jmen like. Chatea,u-~
 briand. *He lived in the rgp,l world and not na

false dfeam of some past world® that had neverv :

. 'been. He saw that .the sporting squires of his .

party were as’ muclﬂ'.he representatiyes of ancestral
force and quality as in older days were long lines
of Claudii and Valerii. His conservative doctrine
was a pepfound instinet, in part political, but in
- & . i
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- geeater pAt moral. . The accidental roughness. of
the syMbol did not touch him, for the symbol was
glorified by the sincerity of his. falth- and “the
compass of his imagination.

-1 With these ideas strong within. hiin; m,1773
,ﬁnrxe made & Joumex.to“vExfance. It was-glmost
"as though the eolemn hierophant of some mystic *.
Egyptian Emple should have found hinfself amid
the brilliant chatter of a band of reckless; keen-
_tongued disputants ‘of the garden or the, porch at

g < Athéms. His. only son-had. just-finished-aguccess-
~ ful School-course “at- Westminster;~agdswas: now '
enftred-a-studant at-Christ ,Church.  He"wag still-
too youngfor the umversxty, and Burke thought

 that a year could not be more profitably spent
than in forming his tongue to forejgn languages.

The boy was placed at Aﬁxerrémle'house of the
business agent of the Blshop of Auxerre. From the
Bishop he regelved manyokmdnases to be amply
repdid in after years ‘when the Bishop %tame in
his dld age, arrexile andva Beggar, to Englnd.

- While-in Paris, Burke did. all’that he..could to
 instruct himself as to what. was. going.on in French 7
society. If he had not the dazzling reception .-

that had greeted Hume in 1764, at least he had

« ample opportunities of acquamtmg hyelf with
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the prevailing 1deas of the time in more than ony

of the social camps into which Paris wds then
divided. *Madame du Deffand tolls the Duchess
of Choisetll that though he speaks French extremely
ill, -everybody felt that he would be infinitely
agreeqble if_he could morg easily make huﬁseﬁ‘
undgrst;ood. He followed French well enough
as a listeler; and went every day to th;a courts to _
hear * the barrigters and watch the procedufe,
Madame. du Deffand showed him all possible -
attentign, and her friends eagerly seconded’ her. _
She mvx’oe(f him to supper parties, where he *met
the Qoun% de Broglie; theeagent of the king’s selret
diplomacy; Caraccioli, successor of nintble-witted
Galiani, the secretary from Naples; and other
notabilities of the high world. He supped with

. the Duchess of Luxembourg, and heard & reading
of La Harpe’s Barmecides. It was high treason in
this circle to fxequentothe rival sglon of Made-
moiselle” Lespmasse but éither the law wa8 re-
Jaxed fh the case of- forelgners or edse Burke'kept
*his own counsel. Here were for the moment the
dieadquarters of the party of innovation, and here
he=saw some--of, qthe~men~whouwere _busily forging
the.thunderbolts....His eye was on the alert, now
as always, for®anything that might lighit up the
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sovereign‘problems of human governmenk A
book b"y a member of this circle had appéared,six
months before,*which was still the talk of the
town, and against which the Government had
éikeii the usual impotent measures of repression.
,This' was the Treatiseoon Tactics, by a certtig M. o
de Guibert, a c8lonel of the Corsican legjpn. The
impmtant part of the work was. the introduction,
in which the writer. exammed with what was then
.thought extraordmary hardihood, the sotial and
political causes of the decline of the wpilitary art
in France. Burke read it with keen éntgrest and
energetic approval. He Was present at the read-
ing of a tragedy by the same author, and gave o
some offence to the rival coterie by preferring
Guibert’s tragedy to La Harpe Semadsd® U8, however,
of a later day, Guibert is known neither for hi%
tragedy mor his essay on tqctlcs, nor for a memory
$0 rap1d that ehe could ofen a Dook, thipw one.
glance like a flash of h,ghtnmor on to a page, and
then Instantly Yepeat from it ‘half a dozen lines e
word for word. He hvgs in literatuge as the in-
spirer of that ardent ‘,’pas'sion.of Mademoiselle ®
Lespinasse’s letters, so uhique in their consuming
intensity that, as has been said, they gseem to burn '
%the page on which they are written. . It gms per-
'H
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haps &t Mademmselle Lespmasse s that élrke Jmet
Didgrot. The eleven volumes of the. ﬂlustratlve$_
plates of the Encyclopedin had betn given to the
public twelve months before, and its editor was Just
released from the giant's toil of twenty - years
> Volt;irre was in imperial exile at Ferney. Rousseau» -
was copyjng music in a garret in'¢he §treet that )
is now called after his name; but he had long ago -
cut -himself off érom somety, and Burke wag not :
-hkely t¢ take much trouble to find out a man
whom she pad knowy in England severi ® Years ‘
before, ande against whom he had concelved a
stromg and lasting ambipathy, as entertammg no
principle  either to influence his heart or to guide
his understanding savg a deranged and eccentrlc '
_vanity, . % )
® Tt was the fashion for English visitors to go to
Versailles. -They saw the dauphin and his brothers '
dine in, public, Yefore % crowd of ptinces of the.
blood nobles abbés, and, all- the mlscellaneous '
.thronn‘ of a cogrt. They atténdéd mass in the
chapel, wherg the old king, surrounded by bishops;
%sat in a pew just- above that of Madame du Barri.
w;l‘he royal mistress astonished foreigners by hair
_without powder and cheeks thhout; rouge, the<
sxmples\@ﬂethes, and the most unassummg man-*

Ol
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ners che itself, in Burke’s famous words, séemed -
to lose half its evil by losmg all its .grossness.

" And theretsoo, Burke had the vision toawhlch we
‘owe one of the most gorgeousrpaﬂes m our litera-
mre——Mame Antoinette, the |-young.. dauphmess
“ decoratmg and cheerfng the elevated.sphefd she
", just. began.to niove in,. ghttermg like thmornlnc .
“star, - full . Of life and: splendour- and joy.” - The
shadow was rapldly steahng‘ -on. * The year “after

* Burke's visit, the scene underwent a strange trans-- *
' formaﬁon. The King dletl “the mistreSs was
'bam‘shed in luxurious ex1ler and the®dagiphiness
became the ill-8tarred Quem of France. Bfirke
ngver forgot the emotions of the scene; they
awoke in his imagination sixteen years after, when
all was changed, and the awiwsehirast shook
him with a passion that his eloquence has made
immortal. *

Madame de Deffand, wrote to Homce Walpole
that Bulke had been @0 well received, that he
ought to leave Frar rance excellently pleased with the
country. But it was not so. KHis spirit was per-
turbed by what . he had 'listened to. He ,came:
away with small esteem for that busy fermenta-
tion of intellect in which his French, friends most
*exulted, an;i for which they looked forwgs@ to the



100, BURKE cHA®

’jgfratltude and admiration of posterity. 'From the
? %pm .on-which-he. stood,there,lssued two. ,Amxghty.
streams. s It..was. from. the_ideas. of ke Parisian
- Freethinkers, whom.Burke.so. detested, that Jef-z

ferson,..Franklin; -and-Henry:.drew..the.. theoneg“ :
® of héman soclety that-wefe.50..s00n . £0. ﬁnd life
in Amedican..Independence. It", wag from- the _.
same ideas that later on the.revoluffonary tlde
surged forth in"which' Burke %aw no elements of
a bléssed: fertility, but..only a_ horrid.forrent of
desolaﬁnm lava In*1773 there-was- avtfate of
' strange’ erepose. in. Western «BEurope.;...the.. httle
brefk of stillness thaf, precedes 4h%. hugmcane It
was indeed the eve of a momentous epoch. Before
_sixteen years were ower, the American Republic
had risen lidd=w=new constellation into the firma-
ment and the French monarchy, of such antiquity
and fame and  high pre-emfnence in European
historye had been shattgred to he dust We
may ot agree with, Bunkes appreclatmn of the
* forces that weme behmd these vast convulsions.
cBut at leash he saw, and saw with eyes of pas-
_ sionate alarm, that strong speculative forces were
. at work, which must violently prove the very
 bases of the great social superstructure, and might
not 1mmbably break them up for ever.’ *
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. Almog -immediately -after-—his--return..from
‘France, he .sounded--a- shrill note..of - Warnmg
" Some Meghodigts from Chatham had petltloned
. Parliament against a bill for the relief of Dissenters
from subscription to the Articles. Burke de-
nouﬁced the intolerange of the petitioners, , Tt 1s
not the Dlssent;ers he cried, whom you have to ©
fear, but the men who, “not contenfed "with en-
deavouring to tury your eyes fropn the blaze and
effulgence of light, by which life and imanortality
is so* gloriously demonstrated by the Srospel, .
wold even extinguish that faint ghmmermg of
Nature, that enly comfert, supplied to® 1gnora,nt
man before this great illumination. . ... These
are the people against whom you ouo'ht to aim
the shaft of the law ; these are the jpen to whom,
arrayed n all the terrors of government, I would

»’/:;,y, “You shall no deorade us into brutes. '

;»The -most -hgrrid - and - cruel - blow.:that. can be
offefed- to- civil socxetz i§> through-athelsm. . . .
The ‘infidels ere*butlawy-of -the* constltutibn,,not
of this country,-but of the-human- race.. They are.
never, never to be supported'never to be tolery
ated. Under the systematic attacks of these
people, I see some of the props of good govern-

* ment already begin to fail; I &ee }ropagated
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principles which will not leave to religion even a
toleratwn I see myself sinking every day under
the attacks of these wretched pesple.”! To.this:
pitch had’ he been excited by the vehement band
of men, who had inscribed on their standard
R Eer aiaz U Infdme. ° . e
L J

The second Parliament.in.which Bz.uke had a
~seab was dissolved suddenly and without warning -
. (Octobers 1774).  The attitude of America wag
_threatemng and it was believed the ministers
were annous to have the elections over before
the .state of things beBame worse. The whole
kingdom was instantly in a ferment. Couriers,
chaises, post-horses, burried in every direction .
‘over our islapd,and it was noted, as-a measure
of the agitaﬁon,’ that no fewer than sixty mes-
sengers passed through g single turnpike on,one
day Sensxble 8bservefs Werg gladsto think that _
in consequence of the rap.ldlty of the electxons
Jess wAne. and n.xoney " whuld be” Wasted than af
.any election for sixty years past. Burke had a
ihnuseful of compdny at Beaconsfield when the
news arrived. Johnson was among them, and as
the party was hastlly breaking up, the old Tory took

1 épe@ on Relzef of Protestant D@ssenters, 1773. -
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his Whig™ friend kindly by the hand: “Farewell,
my dear sir,” he said, “and remember that I wish

“you all the suceess that ought to be wished to_.you,
and can possibly be wished to you, by an honest
“man?” g )

The words were gf good omen. Burke was
now rewardedeby the discovery that his labours
had earned for him recognition and ’gragibude be-
yond the narrow, limits of a jrather exclusive
party. He had before this attracted the attention
of thee mercantile public. AThe Company.of Mer-
chants trading to Africa voted him then' thanks
fof his share én suppor#ing their estab’xshments
The Committee of Trade at Manchester formally .
returned him their grateful acknowledgments for
the active part that he had taken jp the business
of the Jamaica free ports. But then Manchesfgr
returned no representatlve to Parliament.  In two
Parliaments _Burke had Deen elested for Wendover

' free of expense. LGrd Verney's circdmstances
werd now so erﬂ‘barmsséd that he was oMged to
part. vnth the four scats at his dlsposa.l to men

" who could pay for them, There had been some
talk of proposing Burke for Westminster, and
Wilkes, who was then omnipotent, promised

* him the support of the popular ﬁart)"r., But the
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patriof’s memory was treacherous, and hé speedily
forgot for reasons of his own, an idea that had
orlgmated- with himself. Burke¥ .congtancy: of
spirit was momentarily.overclouded. .. Sometimes
when I am alone,” he.wrote. to .Lord. Rockingham
(Sept mber 15, 1774), “in spite.of. all my._effSrts,
I fal mto a_melancholy which. ,1s.mexpres31b1e
and to which; if I give way, I should nof continue
long under it, byt must totally, sink. Yet I do
-assure you that partly, and in&eed.principally, by
ithe:forcg of natural.-gogd...spirits,-and. partlysby a
‘strong sense .of what.I ought .to.do, I..bear. up so
well §hat "10"one- who gliel_not . knaw. them, codld
, easily discover the state of my mind or my cir-
cumstances. I have. those that..are.dear-to me,
for whom-1 mgst-live. as. leng+as-God-pleases,-and
in what.way He- pleases Whether I ought not
totally to abandon this pubhc station for which I
am so unfit, and have of courge beey so unfortu-
nate, I kiow not.” Buthe ﬁvas always saved ffom
rash MAirement. from pubhc buness.by. two re-
Hections. He doubted. whether a man has.a right
to retire after he hils once gone a certain length
in these things. And he remembered.that there
are.often obscure vexations in. vthe"'mosﬁ:iprivate
life,..that \glestfoy a man’s peace as effectually .
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as gnything -that can occur in pubhc cgnten-
" tions. *

Lord Rgckintham offered his mﬁuence on be-
half of Burke at Malton, one-of- thewfamﬂy bor-
‘oughs in Yorkshire, and thither Burke in no-high
spirits..betook himselfe On his way to thewgorth
he heard that @i had been nominated for Bristol,
but the nosmination” had for certain electloneermg
reasons not been approved by the party. As it
happened, Burke- ‘was ‘no-sooner-chosen: et Malton
than, *owing to -an- unexpegted-turn-of.affairs at
Bristol, the idea of-proposing-him-forea: candldate
revived. Messencrers were sent express tq his
house in London and, not finding him' there, they
hastengd down to Yorkshire. Burke quickly re-
golved that the offer was too imporfgnt to be re-
jected Bristol.w. a,s&th%capltg};,p;ﬁthe west, andw
1t,was,stﬂl%;g~,}\:,ealth, Dopulation;
activity.the. second city df. !
111v1§edwtowsta,ndwfon:ﬁsovgleat, 2. onstltuency,

without any r'éqﬁest of his own and free % per-,
sonal expense, was a d1st1nct10n that no poli-
tician could hold hghtly Burke rose from the
table where he was dining with some of his sup-
porters, stepped into a post- chaise at six on a
° Tuesday evening, and travelled Wﬁahm.lg a break
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until he reached Bristol on the Thursday after-
noopn, having. got over two hundred--and-seventy
mlles mqfortycjour hours, Not ‘duly d],d he exe-
cute the journey without a break, but, as he told
the people of Bristol, with an exulting com-
memyratlon ‘of his own zealythat recalls Clceﬂ) he
did not sleep for an instant in thesinterval. The
poll was kept open for a month, and Jxe contest
was the most tedious that had. ever been known
in the city. New freemen were adinitted down to
‘the vewy last day of the election. At the erd of
/ 1!; ~Burke, wasxsecondron:the~pollfandw -declhired
~bg«dulyachesen A oYember: 3o L 7T4). |
. Was a petition against -his return, but the electlon
was confirmed, and»hearcontmued»toxsmforﬁantol
for»smuyears & o
«» The situation of a candidate is apt to find out
a man’s weaker places, Buzke stood the test.
He' showed nofe of the petulanb Jage of those
“clamorous politicians whose flight, as-he sald, is-
winge® in a lower region of'%he air: AS the
traveller stagds on the mnoble bnd(re that. now
aspans the valley ofthe Avon, he may recall Burke’s
local comparison of these busy, angry familiars of
an election, to the gulls that skim the mud of the -
river wh’qx-it'is exhausted of its tide. " He gaves




\' v LATIONS WITH ms CONSTITIUENTS 107

his new friends a more important lesson,.when
the time came for him to thank them for the
{/ “onour they had just conferred upon fglm His
# coleague-had-opened:thessubjectzofuthesrelations
\betweenr»as.-membermofwli’arhamen randshis.con-
s,t:i;tu.entse,;.a:.and.‘,‘ha,dk«,deglaxedﬂféj;haﬁ,«gfor&hia own o .
part, he shouldl regard the_instructiong..of. the
people of Brlstol as: -decisive and blndmg Burke
in.a.weighty- passage upheld.a. mamlier.doctrine.

.. -

Ceftainly, gentlemen,  it- qught -t0- be; the?: happi
ness® and glory of -a- representative ta llve in- the
strittest union, $he closes® cprrespondence, -and the
most unreferved communication with  his -constitu-
ents. Their wishes ought to have great weight with
him ; their opinions high respect, their business un-
remltted attention. It is his duty ® sacrifice his
repose, his pleasure, his satisfactions, to theirs; and™
above all, ever, and *in all cases, to prefer their in-
terest to his gwn. But, h¥s unbmssed oplmon his
matifre ~judgment;- hlS enlighiténed “conscience, he

/ ougln’, not to-saerifite to Y8U;t0 any-<man;-or-%a- -any
setzof -men=living, Your*represexftatw,e,rowes,vyou
*not.--his-industry-. only, chut.hise judgh
betrays, instead-of ,servmg youpif -hessac
your.opinion.

My worthy colleague: says,*hls,wﬂl oughtzto be
subserwent“to “yours. ~If -that. be,,all ,,_lge&thmg is
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innocent. If government were a matter of will upon
any_ side, yours, without, question, ought .to be
superior. ¢ But..government-.and-e leglsla,tlon are
matters. of"reason-and -judgment;:and.. not’. ‘of inclina-
tion; and what sort of reason is that in which the
determmatmn precedes the discussion, in wlnch onec”
o set of"men deliberate and an8ther decide, and’ where
those whg form the conclusion ar® pethaps three
¢+~ hundred miles distant from those who hear the argu-
g?; ments? . Authgrilative mstructmns,'mandales -dssued, 3
whwh the mémberis.bound.-bligdly.- and amplicitly to
obey, tg. vote, and-to- argue-for;-though -contrary t6
the.. clearesf _convieti org‘_qf _his_judgment, _and_con.
scxence——thesm‘e ] hmgSr utterlv:—unknown :t0. gtha
laws -of < this _land,- an& ~wh1ch aris® -frop-a.-funda-
ﬁ mental Tistake of -the whole order-and -~tenor.of- ou;-

\ —— ity
Coustitution.! ; [?A, wWle e / b vled

<« Forgix \,yead‘rs %he. Bristol. electorsﬂwerercpnfeht' ‘
to.be.represented- by.a-man-of. mthlsmmdependence

They neve1, hoavever, .really acqulesced in “the
prmcxple that a member of *Parliament owes as
mucMo his own comhcbtons aséo the will ¢f his
*constituents, ‘I8 1778 a bill was brought into-
Parliament, relfzxmg some. of the restrictions im-
posed upon Ireland by the atrocious fiscal policy
of Great Britain. The great. mercantile centres

/ ‘Speech at.the.c concluswn Yfthe, Poll the, Poll, i

e A e

YAy 2
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raised a furious outery, and Bristol was as. blind
and as boisterous as Manchester and Glasgow.
Burke not, only spoke and voted in fa.v’gur of the
" commercial propositions, but urged that the pro-
\pose.d removal of restrictions on Irish trade did
nothO nearly far enowgh. There was none «f that o -
too familjar c#uistry, by which public gen argue
themselves out of their consciences in a strange
sylloglsm that they can best serve the country in
Parliament ; that tb keep their seats they must
follow their electors; andethat thereforeein the
logg run, they serve the country best by acqui-
escing in jgnofance and preéjudice. Anybody can
denounce an abuse. It needs valour and integrity o
to stand forth against a wrong to which our best
friends are most ardently comppitisd. It warms
our hearts to think of the.noble courage withe -
which Burke faced the Rlind and narvow selfish-
ness of his ewn supporte'irs HE remlnded them
tha.t England onl coq,sented to leave to the Irish
in two or thiee*instandes the use of the wtural,
faculties that God had given thenq,. He asked
them whether Ireland was united to Great Britaif
for no other purpose than that we should counter-
act.the bounty of Providence in her favour; and
whether, in. proportion as that boﬁnty. had been



' [ 4
110 - » .BURKE, S p oman

liberal, we were to regard it as an evil to be .met
w1th every possﬂ)le corrective? In-our-day-there
s nobody'of any - school who_doubts. that. Burke’s
view. of. our trade .policy - towards- Ireland.” was
accurately,. absolutely;.-and--magnificently - -I‘lght.é
oI neeﬂ not repeat the arguments. They made no
mark on the Bristol merchants, e Burke boldly
told them that he would rather run she risk of
~ displeasing thaneof i injuring them. They implored
_him- to ecome their advocaee “T should only,
-disgrace myself,” he sgid; “ I should lose the only '
thing that can make such abilities as mine of any
use o the world noweo® hereaftem I Iean that
Ve authonty which is derived from the oplmon that.a
. f‘v member..speaksfhthe*la,nguaorewof ,;tguthdband sm-
cerity,.and. thab. he. 1s,,not, cady..bo, take up or

ESES A

e Y -dOWn 8 great political system for the..con-

" venience-of=thezhour;: that;‘he*;s in-Parliament to

support -his--opin®n:-of: she- -pyblic-gqod;-and .does

not form*his .opinion-in- ord'er to..get .into, Pafha-
mentﬂ to-continuesin'it®l  "* °

* A small mstafment of humanity to Ireland was™

- ot more distasteful to the electors of Bristol than

a small instalment of toleration to Roman Catho-

lics in England. A measure was passed 718}

A TwowLeﬁem!to GmtlmnAn£TMOl 1778



v . {l‘IlE AMERICAN WAR a 111

repealing certain iniquitous penalties created by
an Act of William the Third. It is needless to
say that thjs rudtmentary concession to Justlce and
sense Was supptl)rted by Burke. His voters began
\to believe that those were right who had said that
he h2d been bred at Saint Omer’s, was a Pap;st at
heart, and a Jqsuﬂ; in disguise, When the time
came, summa dies et ineluctabile fatum, Burke bore
with dignity and temper his. diswissal from the
only independént coistit‘uency that he ever repre- . =~ |
sentéd Years I‘)efore he had warned a young man
ente‘rmg public life to regard and wish weil to the,
common peoples whom hi8 Rest instincts’ and his
hlrrhest dulies lead him to love and to serve, but
to put as little trust in them as in princes. - Burke
somewhere describes an honest pyblic life as
carrying ‘on a poor unequal conﬂlct against the
passions and prejudices of our day, perhaps with

no better weapons than p5,3s1ons 2nd preJudlces of

*. our Gwn.

. The: six<yeats:Auring. vﬂnc‘h Burke sat in Nerlia- |

* ment for Bristol, saw this conflict carned on under
the most desperate circumstancés. They:were Ahee
years- of-the..civil, war, between .the.. English at.

P

home:and the.English. in:the;-American:colonies,

e e

°George 1. and. Lord .North_ hav’epbeen .made

& -
[ ]
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scapqgoats for. sins. that were_not. .exclusively -
thelr own... They were-only-the-ergans-and repre-
sentatwes of all'the lurking:ignoralice apd arbitrary

' humours of the entire.community. Buske.discloses
mwmanywplaces,mthat for. once,the,rkmg andz=
Parliament.did not act without, the. sympgtm s of
the,cmags s In,vhlsmfamous«»speeohz,gt Bristol.in
1780;~he was rebuking the mtoleran@e of those
who bltterly taunted him for the support of the
measure® for the relaxation ,of the Penal Code.

- “It i but; too true,” he said in a passage® \;voxth
remembe.ung, “that the love, and even the very
idea, of genuine libeoty®is extremely rare Tt is
but too true that there are many Whose whole
scheme of freedom is made up of pride, perverse-
ness, and ingplence. They feel themselves in a

~.—state of thraldom, they imagine that their souls

are cooped and cabined Jin, unless they have some
man, or, some Bbdy of' 1 men, Jdepengent on their
mercy. *The desire of k@.vmg some one l;elow
themﬂiescends to those Who arg the very lowest ..
of all ; and g Protestant cobbler,- debased by his ’
epoverty, but exalted by his share of the ruling
Church, feels a pride in knowing it is by his
generosity alone that the peer, whose footman’s
instep he measules is able to keep hlS chaplain ®




h ) [ 4
w8 THE AMERICAN WAR 113

.

from a gaol. This disposition is-the -true-source
of the passion whlch Tnany men; in very huamble
‘11fe have %aken to the American war. sOur:sub-
Jects in--America;..our colonies; -our -dependents,

\Thls Tust of party power is.the liberty.they hunger
- and %thirst for; and this Siren song of amfition e
has charnged é’drs that we would have&hought'

_were never organised to that sort of music.”

b ; - This was the megtal attitude 8f a maJorlty of
the nation, and.it. wds .fortunate. for. the -and-"for
us tha?: ~the . yeomen.and.merchan ;
~31dg .of the-Atlantic.had j
appreclathn of Yhe.crisis. . _

~ achieving their own - freedom . were:_ mdu‘ectly 4
engaged in fighting the. bate of .the.people.of the
mother country as-well.  Burke shad®a vehement
correspondent who wrote to him (1777) that if the -
utter ruin of this countw were to be the con-
sequence of her pewls‘tmg in the claimy to tax
Amemc't then he would.be the first to say, Let her

- perish ! If. England preva,ﬂs,_sald.,Horace Wah)ole .
English and:American;liberty.is awend ;. if
fell, .the .other would . £a_11 with, it, wBurke seemg

Kthls certamly never could and never did wish,”
as 8 says s of himself, “ “the colonists o be subdued
T)y arms. He was fully persuaded that if such f

I
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should be the event, they must be held in .that
-+ subdued state by a.great body of standing forces,
?5 and perhaps of forelgn forces. ﬁe 1o was. strongly
of opinion..that .such.armies, first. Nm’@_c_)_\lg -OVer
Epdlshmen in a.conflict for. English.c (,onstltutlona]é
. right8. and. privileges,..and?afterward swha,bltuated
(thouOhun America) to keep an Fhglish people in .
-a'state_of abJect subJectlon would. prdve.fatal.in
the, eud«m—thejbertles gi& gland. itself.”! Thq
way for this remote peril was bemg sedulously
. ‘prepafed by a Wldespread deterioration % among
popular jdehs, and a fatal relaxation of the hold
that they had prev?ously gainefl ‘in jthe pubhc’
s mind: In order to prove that the Americans had
no right to their likerties, we were every day- -
- endeavourin® tossubvert the maxims that preserve
= the whole spirit of our own. To prove that the.
Americans ought not tqbe frte, we were obliged
to depigciate the value of dreedom itself. The
material strength of the Govemment and’ its.
o morfl strength glike, would have been remforced_».
by the defeat of the colonists, to such an extent >
®as'to have senously delayed or even Jeopard1sed
English progress, and therefore that of Europe too,
As eyents actually fell out, the ferocious admiqis-'f'_
' 1 qippeal‘fromgtlmNewqto the.Old W higs.
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tration of the law in the last five or six yea;s of
the eighteenth century was the retnbutlon fog the
lethargy ef approval with which the nia,ss of the
English community had watched the measures of
» the Government against their fellow-Englishmen
in Amenca . . . .
It is not wecessary here to folloy Burke
mmutely bhrough the successive stages of parlia-
mentary action in.the American war. He always
defended the settlerﬁent of 1766 ; the Stamp -Act
was fepealed, and the cogstitutional, supremacy
amf sovereign authority of the mother country
was preserved®in a Declaretory Act. - When the
project of taxing the colonies was revived, and o
relations with them were becoming strained and
dangerous, Burke came forwarq wih a plan for
leaving the General Assemblies of the colonies to-=
grant supplles and aids, instead of giving and
granting supplies in, Parhg’zment to be rgised and
paid,in the colonies. '.Needless to say that it Was
Tejected, and Perflaps it ¥as not feasible. - Mence,
“forth Burke could only.watch in Jpupotence the
‘blunders of government, and’the. disasters tha®
‘befell the national arms. But his protests. against ¥
t,he w&wxﬂ last.as long as our hterature

AR TE S
_of all” Burke s-writings none- are ) ﬁgsgg secure

. .
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anquadified and unanimous admiration.as. the three

B ek TR Y, S R B SO Pl

pl_gc.e,s,‘gg,_t;;:blsideep«reactme_struggl :

.( 72’ Tooether they ha!dly exceed the com-
/?' pass ‘ofethe volume that the reader now has
}'*» in his -hands. Iteis.now exaﬂgeratmn sto.-say

that..they, compbse, the-mosk:perfect manual .in
e our:literibure,.or-insany.li tu;l'e,';for‘..one .who
~affa.1rs,«whether

% - gpproabhes.gthe‘study.of zpublic
e forﬂknow}edte or«,for,praciilce_ They are an gx-
aiple without fault of 311 the qumlities that the
o lcritic, whether a theorist or an actor, of great
political situations shoyld strive by night and by
day to possess. JIf the theme with which they
== deal were less near than it is to our interests and
affections as free citizens thesed 'three_performances

would, st;ll_abounﬁ m,cthe;lgsaqns of:an mx mpar-

a,blewpohtwal method. If. their subJect wex;e as

Jemots as the guarrel between the Corinthians

‘and: Corcyra,eor the war between Rome and the

Allies, instead of a conflict to which the world

owes the opportunity of the most important of
" political expenments we_should still _haye eveyy-

thing. to lgarn from- the-author's- treatment-;- the
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vigorous. grasp of masses of compressed.detgil, .the
wide illumination from-great principles,of .hyman
xperience,.thd.stzong. and. masculine. Yoeling for
the two great, political . ends, of, Justice-and: Free-
g dgg;.x.qthg’.kﬁlqrge and generous interpretation of
eipgdiency, the morhlity, the vision,, thesnoble 4
temper. If eves, in the fullness of tlme-—apd surely
the fabes-of men and literature cannot have it

ffgtherWISe—Bmke.becomes one, of theé half-dozen

;?Lmes of .establishéd_and umversal,a;gurrency in .
educatlon and.in.common hooks, rising.abeve the
waywardness of literary caprice om mtellectual
fagluons 83 Sheakespear® amd Milton and Racon
rise above it, it will be the mastery, the elevation, o
the wisdom, of these far shining discourses in
which_.the world will in an, especial _degree
recognise .the combination of soverelgnﬁglfts with «=
beneficent uses.”

The pamphlet on the Prostht . Discontents is
partially obscured or mufﬂed to the modern reader
by the space’® glven to® the cabal of thewday.,
The.. Beflections, .on-..the- French Revplution, over-
abounds in declamation, and—dpart from ifs being
‘passionately on one side, and that ‘p;;i{dps the
wrong one—the splendour of the-:eloquence ig out -
’of’proportmn to - the -reason.. and 2he judgment.
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'?"‘%Iﬁgthe pieces-on -the-American war; -on-the. e..0on-
itrary,. Burke..was conscious.. t};aétmhggcould trust
. nothing. tgf the_sympathy. or thqéprepospessmns of
his:readers,.and. this.put;him;upon.an; unwonted
persuasiveness:==-Here.it.is-.reason: ‘and' j gment =
o not.declamation ;. lucidity;-Aot.passion:: that pro-
‘duces.the. effects of.eloguence. Mo choler mars
the page; mo purple patch distracts our mmds ,
from the penetrating force of argument ; nopcom-
monplace is. dressed..up.. mto-a, 1, Vague.su
The cause of freedom:isgnade to:wearits: own~proper
robe-of: egulby, <self-control;-and.reason.
Not one, but all these Yreat idolsof the pohtmal
« market-place whose worship and servme has cost
the race so dear, are djscovered and shown, to be
the foolish ugcoyth stocks and stones that they
~ are. ’ Fox=once.uzged-members:ef.Parliament. to

-speechsonConciliation again.and again,

peruse- the

)51

ut . Fox only referred‘
to tle, lesson he though’: to be contained in i,
that represer;tatmn is the sovereign remedy for -
every evil. This isy far the least impottant of its
lessons. It is great in many ways. It is greatest
as & remonstrance and an answer against the
thriving sgphlsms of barbarous national pride,*®
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here it is great, as all the three pieces dn the
subject are 80y Decause they expose ; with ®un-
answerable force the deep-lying.faultd:of--heart
and :temper, .as. well. .as..of -understanding;.that
move nations-to-hanghty-and.vielent.courses.

the eternal fallacies of war and conquest;’and

The great argument with those of the war®

party wifp pretended to a political défence of
their position, was the doctrine fhat the English

~ Government was sl)verelgn in the colonies as at
“home.; and in the .notion of sovereignty they

fond inherent the notion of an mdefe’amble right
t& inpose angd exact éaxgs.: Havmg satisfied
themselvds of the existence of this soverelgnty,

and of the right they took to be its natural pro- °

perty, they saw no step b&ween the existence of
an abstract rlght; and the pwpmety of enforcmo
it. 'We have seeq an instance of a similar mode
of "political tlnnhng in d4r ownelifetime. During
the great civil wir sbetween the norfhern -and
southern states of the’ Ambrican Union, people in

England convinced themselves—%ome after careful -

examination of documents, eotherS by cursory
glances at second-hand authorities —that the
south had a right to secede. The current of

«-“BPinion* was precisely similar in ¢he struggle to

L]
I3

£l
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'/-'whic.h the United States owed their separate exist-
fr ence. * Now the idea: of a_right as-a.: mysterious
g and'revergnd abstraction;~to . be- worshleed in a
state.of aked divorce from -expediency-and. con-
venience, was-one that-Burke’s pohbwal._qugment;
found, preposterous - :and-ungndurable. He, lrated *
® the.. arbltrary .and. despotlcusa,voury.that clung
about t1%. English assumptions-over- ~the.colonies.
And his repulsion was heightened when he found
that thesg assumptions were jﬁs’tiﬁed not by some
permanent advantage their victory would, pro-"
cure for thb mother cOuntry or for the colondes,
or that Would repay the cost of gaining suche®a .
victoty ; not by the assertlon and dem@nstration
* of some positive duty, but by the futile and mean-*
ingless doctrine that w® had a right to do ‘some-
thing or other, if We liked.

The alleged compromise of the natlonal dlgmty
implied in a withdrawal 8f the Just claim of the
Government, instead of conwircing, only exasper-

ated h1m “Show the ¢hin¥ youseontend for to be

<" feason; show it #0 be common sense ; show it to
be the means®f at{aining some useful end; and -
then I am content to allow it what dignity you
please.”!  The next year he took up the ground
S

‘1 Smech on American Tazation. -
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still more firmly, and explained it still more ir-
Zin‘essively As, for_the question..of, the. gight_ of
%fatmn,,_be extlalmed “It is Jess ti oj;hinﬂ

in_my. cons1derat10n.,\.4. . My...consideration is
narrdw~conﬁnedwanckwhollyﬂhm1ted"‘to +the-policy
" of -tite- ~question. - I de not examine whether the
giving away a rgan’s money be a pc_)wér e.xce.pted
and reservgd out of the general trust’ of Govern-
ment. . lewquestwn with.aueas.mot whether.you
have..a. mght to.. mndtm YOUTPEOD
whetlwv AL18 not*younznterest»to«makertkem Jmppy
It # not what a lawyer tells me I.mag/ do, but
witht humamty.reason afd gustice tell me I ought
to do.- I 3m not determining a point of law; I

am restoring tranquillity, and the general character
and sii;uation of a people .must' detgrmine what
sort of government is fitted for them.” “I am not
here going into the.dlstmctlons of rights,” he cries,
“not attempting to IPark ®sheir bbundanes L.do.
not.enter_ into.these métaphysical ¢ dxstlnctlons ..... A
kate,ghg ery.sound, ofﬁglpe}w. This is the true togch- .
stone of all theories which regard man and the
affairs of man: does it suit his hature in general %o
—does it suit his nature as meodified by his
habits?” He could not bear to think of having
dElative or political arrangements shaped or
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vindigated by a delusive geometrical accuracy
of deduction, instead of being entrusted ‘to
“the nathral operation of thingd) whigh, left to
themselves, generally fall into their pmper
order : .
Ayart from his incessant assertion of the prin-
ciple that man acts from adequate;notwes relative
~to his interests, and not on metaphyswa'l specula-
}«,‘ tions, Burke.sows,-as:he. marcheswalongam his
“stately -argument;~ many:-a:germ- of sthe-modern
ph11osephy..d.vof“.,,cl_v,1hsg,tlon. He was told thatr
America Jvas worth fighting for. *Certainly it
is,” he answered “if dighting a pegple be the bist
o, Way of gaining them” Every step thaf has been
* + taken in the direction of progress, not merely in
empire, but gn educatlon in’ punishment, in the
treatment of the insane, has shown the deep
wisdom, so unfamiliar in that age of ferocious
enaltles and brutal methods of thig truth—fthat
“the natural effect of ﬁdehty, .clemency, kinduess
in gqvernors, is-peace;. gdgd‘wxll"order andnesteem
in:.the. governea Is there a single instance to
othe contrary ? THen there is that sure key to wise
politics :—* Nobody, shail.persuade:mewhen awhole
people . are._ concer thag*acts ot lcmty are, not'
means. of .« condl ation; "And that smll,more faﬁh- .
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ﬁ";:sentence, & Ido.not-know.the.method,of .drowipg up
. an.indictment .againsta.wholezpeople.”. o
Good apd observant men will feel®, that no
mlsty benevolence or vague sympathy, but the
.posmve reality of experience, inspired such pas-
sages as that where bt says,—<Never expdcting ,
to find perfecton in men, and not loo]gng for
divine at(:nbut;es in created beings, in my com-
merce with my contgmporaries T Have found much
human virtue. Thesage unquestionably produces
dariﬁd “profligates and insidigus hypocritgs ? *What
then? Am I not to avail myself of Whatever
rrood is to be foend in the world, because of the |
mixture of evil that is init? . . . Those who raise ;- o
suspicions of the good, on agcount of the behaviour
of evil men, are of the party of the latter. . . . A
conscientious ﬁerson would rather doubt his own
judgment than condemn his species. He. that
accuses -all- manking - of d'orruptlon ought-to re-
mentber that he i is sure, Jto- convict-only~-one. In
truth, I should much ratfler admit those whoan .at
any time I have disrelished the most o be patterns
of perfection, than seek a consolation to my owne
unworthiness in a general communion of depravity
with all about me.” This i3 one-of -those pieces of
r ratlonal constancy and mental wholenes;; in-Burke
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that §il up our admiration for him~one.of.the
‘magpifold illustrations of. an-invincible -fidelity to
the natuhl order and operation *of things, even
when. they seemed most hostile to all that wag
dear to his own personality. T



.

. ' CHAPTER V

ECONOMICAL REROQRM-—BURKE IN OI"FICE-—-F'ALL OF
. : .
d HIS PARTY

TowARrps 1780 it.f)egan to be clear that the
ministers. had brought the.counf;ry int.o digaster
and fumiliation, from which their poligy contained’
no*way. of escagy In ti% qosing montfls.of the
American ‘war,, the -Opposition.pressed:: mlmsters
with.a vigour:that.never-abated.  Lord.North
bore _ thelr -attacks, with perfect .gogd.- humour. -
When Burke, in the course of a great oration,
parodied Burgoynels invitation to the Indians
to repair to the kmgs ‘standard, the wit and .
satire,of it almost suffocated the Prime Mmlster
not with shatte but lawghter, His_ heart -iod
long ceased to be in.the matter, and everybody .
knew that he only retained his®post.in.obedience o
to. the -urgent . importunities. of .the. king,..whilst
such colleaoues as Rigby only clung to their place
Moause ‘the salaries were endeaed -by. long
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familjarity. The general gloom was accidentally
degpened by the hideoys outbreak of fanaticism
and violghce which is known as the Lord George
Gordon Riots (June 1780). The thgs as havmg

favoured the relaxation of the laws against popery,.

. were' especially obnoxiou® to the mob. * The,

' govern;nent sent a guard of solgliers. to protect -
Burke’s house in Charles Street, St. Janes’s; but
after he had removed the qqre»iinportant of his
papers, he insisted on the guard being despatched
for tlee protection of jnore important plawes, and
he toék shelter under the roof of General Bur- -+
goype. *His excellent Wife, accoling to a lefter

o of his brother, had “the ﬁrmness and sweetness of
~an angel but why do I say of an angel ?—of a
woman,” Rurke himself courageously Walked_to
and fro amid the raging crowds with firm com-
posure, though the expenment was full of peril
He descnbes the mob &3 bemo madejup, as London .-
. mobs not rarely are, rather of the unruly and dis-
o Solute than of fanatibal maligflants, and he
vehemently. opposed any concessions by Parlia-
ement to the spirlt of intolerance that had first
kindled the blaze. All the letters of the time
- show that the outrages and alarms of those e days
and nights, fn which the capital seemed to beﬁ -

. . Woa
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the mercy of a furious rabble, made a deepey im-
pression on the minds of ¢pntemporaries than they
ought to dave done Burke was not *likely to
be less excited than others by the sight of in-

'.sensa.te disorder; and it is no idle fancy that he
had the mobs of 1780%till in his memory, “hen
ten years latere he poured out the vialg, of his
wrath on the bloodier mob that camiéd the King
and Queen of Francg in wild tritmph from Ver-
gailles to Paris. . LI

\ In the previous Februsgy (1780) Burke had

- aclneved one of the greatest of all his parliamentary
and oratorical successes. ’I‘hough the mattq of
this partlcular enterprise is no longer alive, yet it o
illustrates his niany strong gualities in so remark--

.~able a way that it is right to make seme mention

fzof it.  We haye.already:seen.that.Burke:-steadily «
set< his-face..against.. pa,rhamentary@ xeform;. he
habltually declared , that the machine. Mgas. “well .
enodgh to answer. .any gpod purpose,.provided .the
materials were sound The statesman ‘who resists ¢
all projects for the reform of the consmtutmn and
yet eagerly proclaims how deplora.bly imperfect®
are the practical results of its working, binds
himsglf | to vigorous exertions for the amendment

0T administration. Burke devoted hPmsglf to this -

e ’ . ’
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duty,with a fervid assiduity that has not often
begn exampled, and INs never been surpassed. -
He wen$’ to: work with. the zeal of @ religious
enthusiast, intént on purging-his. Church. and, his
faith of the_corruptions. that lowered.it. m the,
o eyes®of.men.__There wds no part or order of .
govermnenb so obscure, s0' remotey or 8¢’ complex,
~ as to escape his acute and persevermo observa-
tion. * e
*«Burkt’s object, in his..schemes_for Economical
Refortn, was less to husband the public Tesources
and rehgve the tax-payer—though this aim cogld
notehave been absen®from his mind, ovgrburdened
o as England then was with the charges of the .
American war—than, to...cut..off _the_channels
which. suppied _vthg,v,lggn‘up_ti.on of-the., Hougse of
Commons. The full title of the first project which
he presented to the legislature (February 1780),
was, A JPlan for the Better. Securiéy_ of the In-
dependence of Parhameut and the Econo-rmcal -
"o Refermation of the Civil'and other Estabhshments ‘
/It was to the former that he deemed the latter to
°be the most direct road. The strength of the ad-
mm1st;rat10n in the House was due-to-the gifts
that the minister had in his hands to disgense,
Men voted with the side Whlch could reward th?lr\“

~
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fidelity. It was the number of sinecure. places
and. unpublished pensiops, that, along with the
controllable influence. of peers and nafobs, fur—
nished the minister .with.an _irresistible.lever :
the dvarice and the degraded public spirit of the .
* reciplents supplied the® required fulerum. 3Burke ,
knew that in .sweepihg away these fagtitious
places and, secret pensions, he-would’ be.robbing
the court of its.chief.implements of.corruption,
and protecting-the representative against dis chief
motivesm selling his country. He congeived that
he would thus be promoting a far mare mfalhble
m&ans than ang scheme 8f electoral reform cguld
have prov1ded for reviving the integrity and in-
dependence. of the -House. of Commons. In his
eyes, the evil resided not in the constijuencies, but
in their representatives; not in the small number
of the one, but in the smaller integrity of the other.
The evil did not stop “here it began., It was
not emerely that the smlster motive, thus en-
'gendered in the Minds of tdo lax 2nd facile men, |
induced them to betray their. leglslatme trust, and
barter their own uprightness ahd the interests of ®
the State. The acquisition of one of these ne-
farious bribes meant much more than a sinister
woOte. IT called into existence a thampion of
K

-t : o~



e 130 . T BURKE 6 buar®

every, inveterate abuse that weighed on the re-
sougces of ‘the country.y There is a well- known
passage in. the speech on Econothical Beform in
which the speaker shows what an insurmountable

obstacle Lord Talbot had found in his attembt - ‘to

. carry’out certain reforms $n the royal houséhold, ‘
~in.the Jact. that. the turnspit of the king’s kitchen
" was,a member.of. Parliament..-< On tht rock his
~whole adventure split, ——hls Whole scheme of
economy was dashed to pleces, his department'
becamme more expensnge than ever ;' the Gwil List
debt accumamlated.” Interference with the®ex-
penges of the housebol® meant mterference with

o the perquisites or fees of this le«nslatlve turnspit, -
“and the rights of smecures were too sacred to be'
touched. Dl companson with them, it counlted
for nothmg that the king’s tradesmen went un-~
pald and became bankrupt that the judges were "
unpaxd that “the jwstice of the kingdom bent
and gave way; the forelgn ministers remamed’
magtlve and unprov1deﬂ the™ sy@em of Europe,‘
was dlssoh;ed the chain of our alhances Wa.s
o broken ; all the Wheels of Government at home'"
and abroad. were stopped. Zhe king's,.turnspit’
was.a- member—of. Parliamens,” This oﬁice and

e -y

1 The Civll List at this time comprehended a grodm

Ia
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numbers of others exactly like it, existed, solely

because the House of Cgfamons was crowded with = -

venal .meq. The post of royal scullidp meant a
.vote that could be relied upon under every cir-
cumstance and in all emergencies. And each
incumbent of such an office felt his hondYyr and,
interests conc&rned in the defence of 2dl other
offices of ehe same scandalous descnptxon There
was thus_ maintained a strong $tanding army of
__expenswe lax,.andscorrupting.officials. *

The royal household was_a giganfic- flest of |

cgstly jobbery and wpurpf)seless_profumo.n. It re-
tained gjl “the cumbrou® charge of a Gpthic
establishment,” though all its usage and accom-

- modafion had “shrunk intg the polished littleness

* The expenditure on the court tables only was a - =

of modern elegance.” The outlay was enormous.

thing unfathomable. Wgste was the rule in every
‘branch of & Thege wad’ an office for the Great

Wa,rdrobe another oﬂﬁce of the Robes, a third of

RS the Groom of the Stcler For these three uselesg

" number of charges, such as those of which Burke speaks,

¥
~

, offices there were three useless treagurers. They
e

that had nothing to do with the sovereign personally.

_Themmage slowly removed, the judicial and diplomatic
--tharges being transferred on the accession of William IV,

*" -
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all laid a heavy burden on the taxpayer, in order
to sypply a bribe to th%member of Parliament.
The plain® remedy was to annihilate the subordi-

" nate treasurles “Take away,” was Burkes de-,
mand, * the whole estabhshment of detail in the
o housgflold : the Treasurer, %he Comptroller the
Cofferey, of the Housebold, the ’Ikeasurer of the
Chamber, thé Master of the Household, dthe whole

~ Board of Green Cloth; a vast,n,umber of subordi-

" nate offices in the department of the Steward of
the Hdusehold ; the whole establishmentof the
Great ’Wardrobe ‘the Removmo' Wardrobe ; 'fhe
Jewgl Ofﬁce the Rébes’; the Board of Works”

o The abolition of this confused and costly system
would not only diminish expense and promote
efficiency ; itewould do- “still more excellent. servwe a
_in destroymg the roots .of. parliamentary. corrup_.,.,;

;&;Atmn “Under other goyernments a question of

' expense {8’ only a questﬁon of ,econongy, and it is
nothmg more ; with- us, in- every question.of *ex:+ -
‘pense, there is always a ixture of constltutmnal
considerationg,” v
© Places and. pgn.si_ons,ﬂthough\.the worst, were
not. by any means_the. only. \stumbh"ng-,bl_ppk__ in
the way of pure and well-ordered government. -
. The admlngstfatlon of the estates of the Crown,h-
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—the Principality, the .Duchy of Cornwall, the
Duchy of Lancaster, ?e County Palatme of
Chester,—,—was an elaborate system of obscure
and unproﬁtable expenditure. Wales had to
herself eight judges, while no more than twelve
sufficed to perform the whole business of¢justice,
in England a country ten times as largg and a
hundréd %imes as opulent, Wales; and each of
the duchies, had its own exchequer. Every one
of these principalities, said Burke, has +the appa-
" ratis ofa kingdom, for the Junsdmtlon over a few
prfvate estates; it has the formality “and charge
of the Exchquler of Gl’eatantam for® collecting
the rents of a country squire. They were the 4
‘Iﬁeld in his expressive phrase, of mock jurisdic-
‘tions and mimic revenues, of difficglt trifles and’
. laborious fooleries. “It was but the other day.
“that that pert fagtious fellow the Duke of Lan-
.caster, pregumed to ﬂy €n the face of his liege
élortl our gracious soverelgn-—presumed to go to
“law with th8 King. The object is neither, your
business nor mine. Which of tfie parties got the
better I really forget.- The mhterial point is thas
the suit cost about £15,000. Butras the Duke of
Lancaster is but agent of Duke Humphrey, and
~. pot Woith a. groat, our sovereign *ag obliged to

L5
«5
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pay the costs of both. A The system involving
thesg costly absurdities ?urke proposed entlrely
to "abolish®* In the same spmt; he wlshed to
dispose of ‘the Crown lands and the forest lands'
which it was for the good of the commumty, not
less tifan’ of the Crown itsdlf, to throw intc the
hands &f private owners.

One of the most important of thesaprOJected
reforms, and offe that its aythor did mot flinch
from carrying out two years later to his own loss,
related to the office of Paymaster. This finction-

- ary was .acoustomed to hold large balances® of

- the public money in ¢is’ own hands and for his

* own profit, for long periods, owing to a complex =
system of “accounts so rigorous as entirely to
defeat its owe object. The Paymaster could not,

- through the multiplicity of forms and the exac-
tion of impossible condltl.ons get a prompt acquit-
tance. The audit sométlmes Jdid nof take place
for years after the accounts were v1rtua11y closed.
HMeanwhile the money 7 afeumulated” in his hands,
and its profits were his legitimate perquisite.
<ord Holland, or * his representatives, held the

" balances of his office from 1765, when he retired,
until 1778, when they were audited. Eu'ing‘

. this time he %ealised, as the interest on’ the use ==

iy
.
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. . »
of these balances, nearly' two hundred angd fifty
<Jthousand pounds Burkgdiverted these enorrgous
gains intogthe coffers of the State. He,fixed the
Paymasters salary at four thousand- pounds a
. year and was himself the ﬁrst person who acceptqd
the curtailed income. ’ ‘®
Not the mqst fervid or- brilliant of Burkes
pieces, yet the speech. on Economical Reform is
certainly not the,lgast -instruetiVe or impressive
of them. It givesa suggestive view ofthe rela-
tions ex‘{étino at that timg between the H8use of
Commons and the court It reveals the nar-
row and Junpatriotic spmt %f the kmg and, the
ministers, who could resist proposals so reasonable
in themselves, and so remedial in their effects, at
a time when the nation was sufferisg the heavy
and distressing burdens of the most disastrous
war that our coumtry has ever carried on. It is
espec1a,11y interestipg, as an illustratign of its
author's political capaclty At® moment when
committees and petltlons and great county meety
ings showed how thoroughly .the pational anger
was roused against the existing system, Burke
came to the front of affairs with a scheme, of
Whicg..thé most striking characteristic proved ta
be that it was profoundly temperfte, Bent on

o . v
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. the extirpation of the system, he had_no.ill-will
towgrds the men-yho. h% happened to flovrish i n_,
it “T ngver will suffer,” he said, « agy man or
description of men to suffer from errors that natu-
rally have grown out of t;he abusive - constitution
fof tlyfse offices that I propose to reoula,te It
f *I-cannab. reform_with _equity, I wijl. not reform ab
* all”’. Exasperated as he was by the fraitlessness
of his oppositidn to a policy he detested from
the bottom of his soul, it. would have been little
wond®ful_if he had  resorted to everj"weaipon
of his unmvalled rhetoncal armoury, in order to
dlsqedlt and overthrow the whole scheme of
o government., Yet nothing could have boen further
from his mind than any violent or extreme idea
of this sorts .Many years afterwards, he took
credit to himself less for what he did on this
occasion than for what he prevented from. being
done. Reople were refily for a new modelhng of
the two Housed"of Pa.rhament as well as for grave
Jmodéfications of the PreY'ogatlve Burke..resisted
this- temper .unﬂmchmgly “T had,” he says, “a
estate to preserve,. as.well as a. state. to. reform. . 1
had a people to. gratify, but-not..to vmﬂamg-‘m}*to
mislead.” He then recounts without eﬁg’géation
the-pains -an8-caution-with-which.he,sought.re-

- R e
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z’kform, swhile:steering... cle‘ar“of.ﬂmnovatlon. He
“~peaved the leaq. every %h of ;way he made., It
is grievoug to think that a man who colld-assume
such- an attitude at such a time, who could give
« this klnd of proof of his gkill in the great the -
difficult art of governmg, only held a. ﬁfth-rate o
office for some fime less-than.a twelvgmonth.

The yenr of the project.of Economic.Reform
(1780) is usually taken.as the dafe When_.Buxke’s
Jnﬂuence .and reputve were ab, then' height
had not ‘been tried in the gre of oﬁiclal responsi- - ,
b]ihty, and his 1mpetu031ty was still under a
degree of contwol that not‘long afterwards Vs
fatally weakened by an overmastering irritability . ©
of constitution. High as his character was now

~~in the ascendant, it- was m the .same . year that
?‘?- Burke suﬁered «the zsha,rp =mortification., of hlosmg

R

is.one. of tha best kpown.&f-all-his- perfoxmances
and’ it well deserves to be. s, for s, surpassed by
none in gra.v1ty, elevatxon a.nd mogal dignity. « We,
can only wonder that a constituencyswhich could
suffer itself to be addressed on this high level®
should_}la;ve allowed the small selfishness of local
interggt to weigh against such wisdom and nobility.
But Burke soon found in the course of his canvass
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that ke had no chance, .and ‘he.declined-to..go to
the. poll. On-the. pre‘ﬁeus day-pne. of his- GOz
petltors Jtad~fallen.down~dead.. . e  What, shadows
* we are,” said Burke, “and what shadowsawve pursue!”
' In 1782 Lord North’s government came fo an.
o end, and the king “ was pleased,” as Lord North
quotee with jesting irony from the Gazefte, to send
for Lord Rockingham, Charles Fox,® and Lord"
Shelburne. Members could .bardly believe their
own eye$, as they saw Lord North and the mem:
bers ¥f a governmentqthat had been in place for
twelve years now lounglng on' the Opposﬂ:pn
begehes in their gf’eatcoats froeks, apd boots,
while Fox and Burke shone in the full dress that
was then worn by mjnisters, and cut unwonted
figures with €words, lace and hair-powder. Sheri-
dan was made an Under-Secretary of State, and to -
the younger Pitt was offered hs choice of vanous
minor pgsts, which he haughﬁlly refused. Burke, |
to whom on tifir own admission the party owed
L everything, was appoﬁlted Paymaster of . the
Forces, with, a salary of four thousand. pounds a

"o year-~ His brother Richard Burke, was made

* Secretary. of the Treasury. His son Richard was
. named to be his father's deputy at the’ Fay Ofﬁce,
with a salar§ of five hundred pounds. *
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‘ This singular exclusibn“from_A_Cabinet_voﬁice of
\@ most powerﬁ}l genius Af the -party- has naju-
rally givengrise to abundant criticism.ever. since.
It will be convenient to say what there is to be
said on this subject, in connection with the event
of 1788 (below, p. 200), because there happe?zg to o
exist some usefulginformation about the minigherial
crisis of thet year, which sheds a clearer light
upon the arrangements of six years before. Mean-
while it is enough to-say that Burke. hineself had
most reasonably looked to sogpe higher pogt. There
is the distinet note of the humility ef mortified
pude in a Jetter avritten i in redly to some one who
~had apphed to him for a place. - “ You have been
Mmisinformed,” he says ; “I make no part.of the
ministerial arrangement. Something.ein.the offi-
cial line may possibly-be. thought. fit. for. my
measure.” Burke knew that his position in the
country entifled hipn to *something abgve the
official line, In a later year, wh&he felt him-
self called upon to'defend Bis pensign, he described
what his position was in the momentous crisis
from 1780 to 1782, and Burke’s habitual vera- ®
ciousness forbids us to treat the description as
ﬁ'én)‘;\gv?y exaggerated, “ By what accident it
matters not,”*he says, “ nor upon wha® desert, but
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just.then, and in the Qnidst of that hunt of oblo-
quy which has gver ﬁursued me with a full Ly’
throughk-life, I had obta?med a very fyll - degree of
public confidence. . . . Nothing to prevent dis-
qorder was omitted ; Wherz it appeared, nothmg tg -

. sub&ue it was left uncounselled nor unexecuted

- a8 fax as T could prevail. At the tlme I speak of
and having a momentary lead, so asded and so’
encouraged, ald as a feeble ipstrument in a mighty

"".#" hand—d--do-not.say..I saved my«country—I am

e
b’

-
i

s

-
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.sur® I.djd.my. countgy. important serv1ce “There
‘were few indeed that d1d not at that time acknow-
ledge 1tr——and that® time was thirteen, years ago.”
1t was but one view; that no man in the kingdom
better deserved an honourable provision should be
made for bim.”!

- 'We have seen that Burke had fixed the Pay-
master’s salary at four thousand pounds, and had

F o ”destroyed the extra.va?rant perquisites. The other .

¢+

.- economical *forms that were actually effected

feld short by a lono Way of Those which Burke
had so mdustmously devised and so forcibly re-

" commended. In 1782, while Burke .declined . to

spare his own office, the chief of the Cabinet con-
ferred upon Barré a pension of over fﬁree thou- '
'® 1 Letter to a Noble Lord.”
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sand a year above ten tinks the amount as "has
\%e.n said, which, in LoMl Rockingham’s own
gment, gs expressed o the new BiM, ought
henceforth to be granted to any one person what-
gver. * This shortcoming, however, does not detract
from Burke’s merit. ﬁe was nob respons1bl§ for
it. The eloquengg, ingenuity, diligence, abovgall
the sagacitysand the justice of this great effort of
1780, are none the less worthy of dur admiration
. and regard because, in 1782, his chiefs, partly per- -
haps out ofa new-born deference for the feelfngs -
of thexr royal master, shOWed that the.possessmn
of office had sensiply. cooled the.ardent. asplratlons
proper to Opposmon
The events of the twenty. months between the .
resignation of Lord North (1782). and.the acces- .
sion of Pitt to the office of Prime Minister (De?
cember 1783) mark an mportant crisis.in political
history, and hey mark axe. important . -cLisis . ins-
Burke’s career-and hopes Lord Mngham Jhad .
just been threé nlonths it “office, when he-djed
(July 1782). This dissolved the bond that held
the two sections of the ministry together, and let -
loose a flood of rival ambitions and sharp ani-
MOSies. Lord Shelburne “believed -himself to
have an ifresistible claim to the ch¥ef.-post. in

t
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the admlnlstratlon aﬁonc other reasons, because
he mlght have had ¥ before Lord’ Rockmghftm
three mgenths earher iPhe had®so chosen. Tﬁe/
king supported him, not from any partlahty to
‘hls person, but because ih_e dreaded and hated.
Chgﬂes Fox. The. character. of .Shelburne’is. one
of {he-perplexities.of-.the -time, His views on
peace and ‘free trade make him oneJof the pre-
cursors. of the Manchester School. No minister
was so avell informed as to the threads of pohcy
in mrelgzl countries. | He was the intithate or the -
Zpatron of mer who now stand out as among the
first hghts of that #imé&—of Morpllet, of Pnesﬁey,
of Bentham. Yet a few months of power seem
to have disclosed faults of character, that left -
" him withogt a single.‘political friend, and blighted
. him with irreparable discredit. Fox, who was
now the head of the Rockmgham section of the
- Whigs, had, before the’ death of the, late Premier,
been on th\.q:ﬁnt of refusmg to serve any longer
~with Lord Shelburne,®and he Row.very promptly
refused .to._serve under_him. When' Parliament
met after Rockingham’s death, gossips noticed
that Fox and Burke continued, long after ‘the
‘Speaker had taken the chair, to wa e DaoRwITth-:
+and forwanls in the Court of Requests, engaged

LA
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in earnest conversation. WAccording to one-s’tory,
Burke was very reluctand to abandon an office
\W‘B’()se emolumenbs were® as convenient &p h1m as
to his spendthnft colleague. According to an-
other*and more probable legend, it was Burke wh
“hurriéd the rupture, and stimulated Fox’s jeamusé
of Shelburne. The Duke of Richmond disap-
proved of ¢ the secessmn and remafned in the
government. Sheridan also disapproved, but he
sacrificed his personal conv1ct1on to loyalty to
Fox.- * _ c
If Burke was respons1ble for the break-up oft
the government then he®was the 1nst1gator of a
" blunder thht must be pronounced not only dlsas-
trous but culpable. It lowered the legitimate
spirit of party to the naméless spirity of faction,*
The dangers from which the old liberties of the .
realm had just emgrged have been described by
no one so forcibly as by Burke himself. No one
was so convinced as Hurke thathnly way of
withstanding the #rbitrary and corrupting.poljcy -
of the court was to form.a .stroné ~Whig..party.
No one knew better than he the Sovereign import-
ance and the immense difficulty of repairing the
et PO ]2t twelve years by a good peace.

The Rockingham or Foxite section wem obviously
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‘una,ble to form an ef@ctlve party Wlth ‘serious
exgectablon of powerﬂ unless - they. had allies.
~ They might, no ‘doubt, Srom persona.l dislike™fo"
Lord ‘Shelburne, refuse to work under him ; but
Eersonal dislike could be mo excuse for formally
nd °v1olently working a!tramst him, whén his’
pohgy was their own, and when its success was.
recognised ‘by them no less than by2him as of
urgent moment. Instead of either working with
the othexr section of their party, or of supportmg
from below the gangway that which was‘the policy
of both seqtlons, they sought to return to power
bz coalescmo with ¢the® very map whose crimfhal
subservience to the king’s will had brotight about.
the catastrophe that Shelburne was repairing.
Burke musj Share thé blame of ‘this famous trans-
action.. He.was.one -of the most furious assail-
ants of the new.ministry. Hg poured. out-a fresh
mvectlve against Lard Shelburne .every _day,
Cymcal coatezfporaries léughed as they saw him
in gearch of more and enore httmiMating parallels,
ransackmg all diterature from the Bible and the
Roman history Sown to Mother Goose’s tales:
‘His passion carried him so far as to breed a reac~
tion in those who listened to him.e =T TiiElwe
'wrote Masen from Yorkshire, where Burke had

-
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been on a visit to Lord Filewilliam in the gubumn
~of 1782 "“that Purke’s mad oblpquy against Tord
Shelburnepa,nd these inSolent pamphletddn which
he must have had a hand, will do more to fix him
(Shelburne) in his offige than anything else.

This result would have actually followed for
the na.tlon.was Jll:pleased at the 1mm.oral a¥ance
between tite Foxites and the man whom; if they
had been true to their opinions a thousand times
repeated, ,they ought at that moment to have

' been impeaching. The JDissenters, who “had
hlﬂlerto been his enthus1gst1c adirérs, put who
are rigid sabovee other men ®in their demandeof

. political consistency, lamented Burke's fall in
joining the Coalition, as, Priestley told him
many years after, as the fall of a ffiend and a
brother. But Shelburne threw away the game.
“His falsehoods,”* says JHorace Walpole, “his
flatteries, dwplicity, .iqsinc'erity, arroganee, con-
tradlctlons, neglect of hlS Jriends,"with all the
kindred of all these faults, were the daily toics
of contempt and ridicule ; and his folly shut his
eyes, nor did he perceive that so very rapid a fall
must-have been owing to his own incapacity.”

msmmony of a hostile witness, It is
Jborne out, however, by a 01rcumstance of striking
L .
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significance, When thﬂ king recovered the reins -
at #he end of 1783, not only did he send for Bjjt =
" instead of for Shelburne, but Pitt himself neither™
“"invited Shelburne to join him, nor in any, way
er q,onsulted him then of afterwards, though hee
o had «been Chancellor of the Exchequer in Shel-
burn®s own administration. e
\Vhatever the cauises may have. bébn the ad-
"ministration fell in the spring-of -1783.. It was
succ.eedea by the memorable ministyy .of .the
" Coalitiony in which Fex and Lord North.divided
the real, power untler Jhe nominal lead..of. ﬂxe
Deke of Portland.  Members aw Igrd North :
squeezed up on the Treasury bench between two
men who had a year pefore been daily menacing
him with tfe axe and the block; and it was not
. North whom they blamed, but Burke and Fox.
Burke.-had .returned.. to.the Péy-Oﬂice His first
act thére was ypfortunate., He restered to their”
position twd clerks who had beer suspended for .
» maversation, and agaiﬁst whom proceedings were -
then pending. When attacked for this in the
ht House, he showed an irritation that Wogld have
carried him to gross lengths, if Fox and eridal'l_
‘had not by main force pulled him down into his
~ seab by the%ails of h1s coat. The restoration of 4

re
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the-clerks was an indefet%ible error of jud’gment,
™ ang its indiscrepion wag heightened by the kind
“cof defericerwhich Burke tried to set uff When
. we wonder at Burke’s exclusion from great offices,
o this gase -of Powell anfl Bembridge should ot bg
. forgotten. .
The degisive event in the history ¢ of the Coali-
tion GoverAment.was.the.India Blll. The Reports
of the various select committees upon Indian
affairs—the most infportant of them .all, fhe*ginth
and,_ eleventh, -having _beer» drawn up by. Burke
hisnself—had shown conclpsively that’the existing
’ ‘4--system ofigovertment was thoroughly corrupt and
\thoroughly inadequate. It is-ascertained pretty
conclusively that the Bil] for replacing. that
system was conceived and.drawn..by?Burke;-and
that to him belongs_ whatever merit or demerit it .
might possess. Itiwas. Burke -who_infected Fox
with_ his.own_.ardous, ;md then, %oore justly
says, the self- kmclhng pozver‘,of, Fox's eloquence
threw such fire into his defence ef.the meadtre,«
that he forgoet, and -his hearers jnever.found. out,
that his views were not originally -and. spon-
fan V. 1&"" own. The novelty on which the
great stress of. discussion was laid was that the
Bill w ithdrew power from the Board of Directors,

- M l -
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) ond vested. the Goveri&nent for' four years in_ a

commlssmn of .seven.. personsmnamed in,the ]ﬁl

and not femovable. by. the Honse.

Burke was so conyinced of the incurable  injguity
9f—«the.00mpany, so persuaded that it was-nof only .

® full «of abuses, but, as he said, one of the most

corrpt and, destructive tyrannies thaf probably
~ ever existed in the world, as to be cdntent,with
( pm@r 'He avowed hlmself' no lover pf names,
and thatehe only contended for good government,

from _whatever qua,lgter.lt ‘might-come. . But the-

1d%a of good government. coming fromethe Com-

pany he declared to be desperate and untenable.
_ This intense animosjty, which, 'considering his
long and ose familiarity with the infamies of
the rule of the Company’s servants, was not un-
natural, must be allowed. howeter, to have blinded
hlm toe ave obJthmns resly existing
, to his sehem%g In- the first- Rlace, the.-Bill -was

.m(h'aputably ‘igconsistent -with-the- spmt .of --his
}je.vered Constitufion. = For the-legislature to as-
sume the power_ of naming the..members.of an
»"executivewbody;,. was.-.an..extraordinary..and . mis-
chievous.. innovation. Then, to -put- patronage,
that has béen. estlmated by a sober authonty at

»

[~
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about three hundred thoygand pounds a yea.r into
Tof Commons -was still
more m.lschlevous and still less Justlﬁable Worst

~of all, from the point of view of the projectors
themselves, after a cegtain time the nomination pf .

the Commissioners would fall to the Crown amd |
this might in cs,rtam contingencies mcreasg fo a
most dafigerous extent the ascendancy of the
royﬁ authority. If Burke’s measure had been
carried, moreover, the patronage would have been

'transferred to a body much less competentfthan

S

the Directors to judgé of the qualities requlred in
the fulﬁlment of this or that edministrative char Ige.
Indian promotlon would . have. followed...parlia-
mentary and party interest. .. In the hands of the
Directors there was at least a partia} security, in
their professional knowledge, and their personal
interest in the success of their government, that
places woyld not be gmen away on 1rrelevant
considerations. Theif system Widawrll 1ts faults,
ensured the deqfisition of ‘a certain cons1dg£able
competency in administration Pefore -a servant
reached an elevatnon at which ‘he could do much P

harm. )
“Burke-defended-the-Bill. (December. 1, 1783).in

.one of-the- speeches ~thab..rank..ondy..below. his

.
s

.. / -
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greatest and- it con‘mm(;~two -or-three ;passages. of
'unsurpassed -€Nergy-an \—1mp;§ssmeness Every- -
body kngas the fine page. about Fox . as The
_ descendant of Henry IV. of France, and the happy -
quotatlon from Silius Ital%cus Every-book- of
‘Brmsh -eloquence contains the. magmﬁcenﬁ de-
scnpuon of..the.young: maglstrates who.undertake
bhe governmént, and the. spohatmn of Inflia 5 ilOW
« animated withall the avarice.of .age, .and. all the
impetuosity of youth, they roll j Jn.one: after another,
wav®after wave; and_there is. nothing. before the.
‘ eyes of the matiwes but an endless, hopeless. pros—
-pegt of néw flights ofebirds of prey, and of passage,
with appetites continually remewing for a food
that is continually wasting.” How -they-return
home laden gwith spoil ;- their prey.is lodged in
England ; and the.cries.of India are.given {o seas
and winds, to be blown about, dn every. breaking
up of thg monsoon, over a remote and unhearing
ocean.” Heowsiff India all’ the -vices. operate.by
‘ wh_;gb sudden fortune’i® acquirell ; While in.Eng-
' .lgigd are often” displayed--by the same person
o the virtues disperding hereditary wealth, so that -
* “here the manufacturer and the husbandman will
bless the just and punctual hand thet in Tndia -
‘has -torn thcocloth from the loom, or wfested the

..
‘.\ .«
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5, scanty-portion. of ;rice.and. salt..from..the péasant
of ‘Bengal, or wrung frdm him the very. .opium
.IIPWhlch he *forgot ¢his oppressmn -and > his
oppressors
No degree of eloquence, however, could a.vagl ’
to repair faults alike In structure and in tactlca.
The whole design was & masterpiece of hardﬁ:xood
miscalculetion, %nd mismanagement: The com-
bination of interests against. the.Bill was.instant,
and it was indeed- ,fgrmdable. . -The gregt-army-of
_‘returned” nabobs, of- Directors, . of .proprietoes of
Fast India stock, rose up ih all itg ipménse force.
Rvery member Of every torporation thdb enJoyed
privilege’ by charter felt the attack on the Com- |
pany as if it had been a blow directed against
himself. The general public had po particular
passion for purity or good government; and the -
best portion of the public was disgusted with the
Coalition.  The-king..%gw._his _ chance.  With
politic audacmy he *put so stroyge a personal
pressure on theepeers, that they threw-out the
Bill (December 1783). It was t8 no purpose that
Fox compared the Lords to tite Janissaries of a -
Turkish Sultan, and the king’s. letter.to.Temple
to “the resaript in which Tiberius ordered the up-
right Sejanus to be.destroyed: Ministers were

. 4 ®
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:dlsmlssed the.young Fitt was.installed in. their
place "and. the Whigs were ruined.. As a party,
they had g few ménths ofeofficé alter Pitt;s déath,.

but they were .excluded from power Yor. half a
century



;

. CHAPTER VI

BURKE AND HIS FRIENDS
. .

" Trov®H Burke had, at a critical period of his life,

definitely abandoned the career of letters, he never -
withdrew * from close mtlmacy with the grmlps
who still live for us in the pages of Beswell, as no
ofher hterary group in d¢hr istory lived. Geold-
smxth’s famous lines.in Retaliation show how they
all deplored that he should to party give.up what
was meant for. mankind. * They oftgn told one
another that Edmund Burke was the man whose
genius pointed him out as the triumphant champion
of. faith and sound philesophy acramst deism,
atheism, and David fitme. They‘lovgd to see him,
as Goldsmith*satd, windeifito his subject like a
serpent. Everybody felt at the Liferary Club  that*

he had no superior in knowledge, and in colloquial o

dialectics only oné equal. Garrick was there, and
of all the nagnes of the time he is the man whom
one would pérhape most willinglye have seen,
» ". *
o’ / [

4

>
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. becagse the glfts that‘ threw not only English- |
- men, but Frenchmen like Dlderot and GermanS'

11ke Lwhtenberg, into emazement and ecstasy,
are exactly the gifts that literary descmptlon can -
do least to reproduce Purke was one of hlS
o “strongest admirers, and there was no more. zealous

_ attendan(: at the closing series- of performances in

which the great. monarch of the stag? abdlcated
_ histhrone. Iif the last pages that he wroté, “Burke
refers toshis ever dear friend ,Garrick, dead nearly
twenty years before, ag the first of actors because
he was the wcudest observer of nature that he hgd
eyer known.r Then&a.mong men vgho pas.sfm bemg
more serious than players, Robertson was often in
London_ society, and he attracted Burke by -his -

~ largeness aad breadth. - He sent a eopy. of his

History of America, and Burke thanked him with
many stately complime.nts for having employed
philosoghy to judge of*manners, and fgom manners
. having dtwwn ® new res:)urces of philosophy.
" Gipbon was there, but* the bystanders felt what
was too crudely expressed by Mackintosh, that

o Gibbon might have been taken from.a corner of

-

* Burke’s mind without ever being missed. ThouOh »

Burké and Gibbon constantly met, itis not likely
that, until ¢he Revolution, there was®much in-

‘e \ e .
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timacy between them, in spite of the uegpect
each of them might well have had for the vast
knowledge of the other.e . When the-Decline and
Fall was published, Burke.read it as-everybody
Ltlse dld but he told 'Reynolds he disliked the
style, as very aﬁ"ected mere frippery.-and.tinsel.s
Sir Joshua himsglf was neither a man of lebters
nbr,&keeﬁa politician ; but he was full of literary
" ideas and interests, and he was dmong Burke’s
warmest and most . constant friends, following
him with an admiration and reverence that efien
Johnson sometimes thought excessiwe, 'The reader
“of Reynolds’s famous Discoftrses will proba.b],y
share the -wonder of his contemporaries, that a
man whose time was so absorbed in the practice
of his art, should have. proved himself 6o excellent
a master in the expression of some of its principles.
Burke was commonly cret.lited with a large share
in their composxtlon but *the ev1dence &goes no
further than that Reynolds used £0 tall¢ them over
with him. The friendship® between the pair,gas
full and unalloyed. 'What Burke “admired in the
great artist was his sense and his morals, no less
than his genius ; and to a man of his fervid and
excitable tenfper there was the most attractive of
all charms in Sir Joshua’s placidityr%entleness,

W 4
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evenpess, and the habjt, as one of hisﬁiends de-
* seibed it, of being the same all the year round.
" When Reynolds died in £792, he appojnted Burke
one of his executors, and left him a legacy of two
'thousand pounds, besides ':ancelhng a bond of the,
o’ same amount
J ohnson, however, is the only. member of that
illustrious ¢ompany who can profitakly b‘e‘_cpm
pared with Butke in strength and impressiveness
.of personality, in a large sensibility at once serious °
a.na ‘genial, in brooding care for all the fullness of
human hfe' Bhis strlkmg pair were the two com-
plements of a singl®. noble and-splid type, holdmg
tenaciously, in a.century of dissolvent speculation,
,vto the best ideas of a society - that .was.slowly -
passing.  &They- were powerless _to_ hinder, .the
inevitable transformation.. One of them did not
even dimly foresee it. . Buteboth of them help
us to . lmderstand hovw mauhness angd " reverence,
strength and tenderness, 1ove of truth and pity for
man, all ﬁourlshed under old ifstitutions and.old
ways of thmkmo into which the forces of the time -
‘e were even then ‘silently breathing a new spirit.
The friendship between Burke. and.Johnson lasted
as. long ‘as they lived ; and-if we.remember that
Johnson wis a strong Tory, and dé_qlarég_lv__‘ghqghghe
A
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'.L‘ff‘%gr,sgﬂhigay@s@tbsule&\fﬂ,» and. habitually alked

about cursed Whigs and bottomless Whigs, it is-

an extra'ordmary fact tMat his rela,tlons-mth the
greatest thg writer and politician of his day were
omarked by a cordialitf, respect, and admiration

that never varied nor wavered. “Burke,”-he saids,

in a well-known passage, “is such a man that-if
youyeb b¥m for the first time in the street, where
you were stopped by,a drove of oxén, and you and
he stepped aside to take shelter but for five mmutes
he’d talk to you in such a xyanner that, when you

Rarted, you would say, This is an eXtraordmary'

man. Hg is newer what we vfould call. humdrum ;

never unwilling to begin- to-talk, nor-in- ‘haste to

leave: off.” . That Burke was as 'good a listener as
he was a talker, Johnson never would ellow. “So
desirous is he to talk,” he sald “that if ome is
talking at this endof the, table; he'll talk to some-
body at theether end.” J dhnson was far $oo good
a critic, and too honest a man, { to assent toa remark

of Robertson’s, that Burk’e had w1t “No, .gir,”,

said the sage, most truly, “he “never succeeds
there. 'Tis low, ’tis conceit.” Wit apart, he de-
scribed Burke as the only inan whose common
conversation®corresponded to his general fame in

the World:; take up whatever topic® you might .

. ) v

4
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~ pleasg,he was ready to meet you. When Burke. -

foupd a seat in Parhament Johpson said, « No*v
we who émow Burke know that he will be one of
the first men in the country.” He-did not grudge
that Burke should. be the. first .man..in -the ,House
o*0f .Gommons, for Burke,_,he, said, . was . a,lw.ays the
first-man everywhere. Once hen he was ill,
somebody rientioned Burke's: name.s’: Johpson
cried out, “ Thdt fellow calls forth all my powers;

. were I tosee Burke now it weuld kill ige.”-

T?uurke heartily returned this high appreciation,
When som® fletterer - hinted that Johnson hgd |
‘taken more than his® right sharesof the evening’s
talk, Burke said, “ Nay, it is enough for me to

have rung the bell for th Some one else spoke "~

of & successful 1m1tat1on of Johnson’s style. Burke
with vehemence denied the success : the perform-
ance, he said, had the pomp, but not the force of
the origipal ; the nododlties of the oalg but not its
strength ; the’ contortlons of the sibyl, but none of
»thg, inspiration. When*Burke showed the old sage .
of Bolt Court over his fine house and pleasant

- gardens ab Beaconsfield, Non inwideo equidem,

Jolinson said, with placid good-will, miror magis.
They always parted in the deep #nd pregnant

phrase of a%age of our own day, except in opinion

“ o\,



ioe 'BURKE 'AND DE. JOHNSON 159

not disugreeing. In truth, the explanation of the
sgrmpathy between them is not far to seek. We
may Welb bglieve that Johmson was tacitly-alive to
the essentially conservative spirit of Burke even
il his most Whiggish #days. And Burke J)ene-"
trated the liberality of mind in a Tory, who called *
~out with loud indignation that the Irish were in a
mggh unnafural state, for there the minority pre-
vailed over the majority, and the %severity of the
persecutioq exercisedsby the Protestants of Ireland
against the Catholics excegded that of the ze_n
- hjstoric persecutions of the Christimn Chugeh.

The parties aé Beaconsfield, and the evenings
at the “ Turk’s Head” in Gerrard Street, were con-
temporary with the famous days at Holbach's
‘country house at Grandval. When we think of
the reckless themes that were so recklessly dis-
cussed by HolbachsDidergt, and the rest of that
indefatigable band, we, feel that, as against the.
French philosophic party, an English Tory like
Jobnson and an E’nglish Whig likg, Burke worggd
have found their own differences too minute to-be
worth considering. If the group *rom the “ Turk’s
Head" could have been transported for an afternoon
to Grandval, perhaps Johnson would have been
the less impatient and disgusted of th® ftwo. He
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had th,p capacity of the more genial sort of casulst- .
for, playing with subjects, even moral subJects ‘
W1th thes freedom versasility, and ease,thab are
proper to literature.  Burke, on the contrary, would
wot have failed to see, asyindeed we know Ke did
e not fail to see, that a social pandemonium was
bemg prepared in this mtellectual paradise of open
questions, where God and a futhre hﬁ, marriage
and the family, every dorrma, of religiont, every
prescription of - ‘morality, and, all those mysteries
a,na p1et;1es of human life that have been sancti-
fied by “the rexerence of ages, were being busily
nulled fo pleces as®if They had been toys in the
. hands “of a ‘company of sportxve children. Even
the Beggar's Opera Burke could not endure to hear
praised forgits wit or’its music, because his mind
was filled by thought of its misplaced levity, .
and he only saw the mlschlef such a perform-
ance tended to do toe somety 1t would be hard
to defend his juligment in \;hls pa.rtmular case, but
1t serves to show how Burke Was' never content
with the literary point of view, and how ready
“and vigilant he Was for effects more profound than
those of formal criticism. It is true that J ohnson
was sometimes not less austere in scondemning a
great workeof art for its bad morality." The only

i N
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. time-when he was really angry with Hannafi More
was qn his finding that-she had read Tom Jones——

that v1c16us book, he called it ; he hardly knew a -
more corrupt work. Burke’s tendency -towards,
weverity of moral judgment, however, neve® im-

paired the geniality and tenderness of his relatfons ¢

with those yhom e loved. Bennet Langton gave
Bowwellan &ffectmg account of Bur‘ke s last inter-
view with Johnson. <A few days before the old
man’s death, Burke afid four .or five other friends
were sitting round his bedside. “Mr. Burke said
toshim, ‘I am afraid, sir, sueh a.number ofeus may
be oppresswe to ybu.!  ‘No, sir, said Johnsdn, ¢if -

is not so ; and I must be in a wretched state

indeed when your company i not a delight to me’
Mr. Burke, in a tremulous voice, expressive of
being very tenderly. affected, replied, ‘My dear
sir, you have always been 400 good to me” Im-
- mediately afferwards <he went away, This was
the last circumstanqe in the aequaintance of these

two eminent men . - e

One of Burke’s strongcst political intimacies

was only less mterestmg and significant than his

friendship with Johnson, William.. Dowdeswell
had been Chancellor of the Exchequer i in the short
Rockingham admlmstratlon of 1765. e had no
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brilllaht gifts, but he had what was then thought
a profound knowledge both of #he principles and
details *of the administration  of the® national

Jevenue, He was mdustnous steadfast, clear- -
, head®d, inexorably upright. “Immersed in thes

grentest affairs,” as Burke said in his epitaph, “ he
never lost .the ancient, natives genujne English
character of a Jountry gentleman.” And dhiemwag
the character in which Burke now and always saw
net only the true political Barrier agatnst despot-
fsm o the one handand the rabble on the other,
_but the best mor@l type of civie virtue. These

“who *admire Burke, but cantfot shame» his ad-
“miration for the country gentleman, will perhaps

justify him by thesassumption that he. clothed -
his favou‘rite with ideal qualities .that ought -
to have belonged to that posmon even if they
did not. : . '

In his ownemodest imitation ad on. his own -
humble scale heAwa.s a pattegn of the activity in

® spublic duty, &he hospltahty towards friends, the

assiduous protgetion of neglected worth, that
ought to be among the chief virtues of high station,

. It would perhaps be doubly unsafe to take for

granted that many of our readers.Have both:turned -
over the " pages of Crabbes Borough, and carried
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away, in their minds from that moderately affe@tma

poem, ¢ the descripfion of Eusebiug— - .
That pions moralist, tifat reasoning saintt
_ Can I of worth like thine, Eusebius, speak

. The man is willing, b#t the muse is weak. . .
Eusebius is intended for Burke, and the portrait “
is a literary triute for more substantial ser-

' viegg, When Crabbe came up from his native
Aldborouah with three pounds #hd a case of
surglcal matruments dn his trunk, he foddly be-
lieved that a great’ patron,would be found to
wgtch over his transformatlon fromean nguccess—
ful apothegary inte a popular Doet. He wrote to
Lord North and Lord Shelburne, but they did not ¢
answer his letters ; booksellers returned his copious
manuscripts; the three pounds graduelly disap-
peared; the surgical instruments went to the
pa.wnbrokers and-the poet found himself an
outcast on the world, WlthOut a fnend without
employment, and without bread. Fle owed money
for his lodging, and’was on *the very eve of being |
sent to prison, when it occurred to him to write
to Burke. It was the moment (1781) when the ¢
final struggle with Lord North was at its fiercest,
and Burke might have been absolved if, in the

“stress of conflict, he had neglected a. begsing letter.

. N /
-
-
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As i8 was, the manliness and simplicity of Crabbe's

application touched him. He jmmediately made
an appvintment with tRe young poef, @and con-
vinced himself of his worth.- He not only relieved
*Crabpe’s immediate distiBss with a sum of money

¢ thaf, as we know, came from no affluence of his

- own, but carried him off to Beaconsﬁeld installed

him there as a member of the famlly,. and to_kas
much pains 3 find a printgr for The Librar y and
The Village, as_ if they had been poems, of his own,
In timg he persuaded the Bishop of Norwich to
admit - ra?bbe‘m spite of his want of a regular

_ -quahﬁcatlon to holy orders. Hs then gommended

him to the notice of Lord Chancellor Thurlow.

Crabbe found the ‘Tiger less formidable than his
ternfymg'reputatlon, for Thurlow at their first
interview presented him with a hundred -pound
note, and afterwards gave himea living, The living

was of no great vaiue it is true; and it ‘was |

Burke who, with untmng frlendshlp, succeeded in
o oprocuring somethmg like a ‘substantial position

for him, by mducmg the Duke of Rutland to-

make the youno parson his chaplain. Henceforth
Crabbe’s career was assured, and he never forgot
to revere and bless the man to nhose generous
‘hand he ewed his deliverance. '

~ . .
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Apother of Burke’s clients, of whom we hé'tdly
know whether tg say that he is more or less
_ known tooyr age than Crabbe, is Barry, a«painter
of disputable eminence. The son of a seafarer at

Cork, ‘he had been introfuced to Burke in Dgblin *

* in 1762, was brought over to England by him,
introduced to some kind of employment, and
finglly sent,.wmh funds provided by-the Burkes,
to study art on the continent. It%was character-
< istic of Byrke’s willingness not only td supply
money, but what is a far rager form of kmdness
tq take active trouble, that he» sh6'uld have
followed the rawestudent Wit long and ‘qareful
letters of advice upon the proper direction of his
studies. For five years Barry was maintained
abroad by the Burkes. Most unhappidy for him-
self he was cursed with an irritable and perverse
temper, and he lacked even the elementary arts of
conduct. Byrke was, genefbus to the end with
the difficult and uncommon kind of generos1ty
that moves 1ndependent1y‘ of gratitude or in;
gratitude in the receiver.

From his earliest days Burke. had- “been.. the
eager friend of people. in distress.. .- While he was
still & studentwt the Temple, or a writer for the
booksellers, he picked up a curious ereature in

»
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the §)ark, in- such uhpro_mising circumstances that
he could not forbear to take l.lini under his in-
stant protection. Thise was Joseph, Bmin, the
Armenian, who had come to Europe from India
* withstrange heroic idea in his head as to the
_o deliverance of his countrymen. Burke instantly -
- urged him to accept the few shillings that he
_ happened to-have in his purse, and se¥ms to.have
found emploftnent for him as a copylst until
fortune *brought other openings to the smgular
adventurer " For foreign  visitors Burke had
always a ngular con51derateness Two Brahmips
“¢ame jO England & agents of Bagonay$ Rao, and
at first underwent intolerable things rather from
the ignorance than the unkindness of our country-
men. Buske no sooner found out what was pass-
ing than he carried them down to Beaconsfield,
and as it was summer-tlme, he gave them for their
_ separalg use a § acxolrs garden house, where they
* were free to prepare their food and perform such
o Lites as their rellglon prescrﬁ)ed Nothing was
go certain to “command his fervid sympathy as
> strict adherence’to the rules and ceremonies of an
ancient and sacred ordering. '
If he never . failed. to performethe offices tc
which weeare bound by the commor sympathy
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of men,l is satlsfactory to think that urke
in Treturn received a measure of these friendly
services, Amdhg those who loved h1m best
was Dr. Brocklesby, the tender physmlan who
‘watched and soothed ;he last hours of Johnsox,
When we remember how Burke's soul wés har-
assed by private cares, chagrined by the unto->
ward cougse of *public events, and .nortified by
neglect from friends no less than by virulent re-
‘proach from foes, i makes us feel very kindly
‘towards Brocklesb).i, to read what he wrote to
Burke in 1788 :— . - .

MY JERY REAR FRIEND-—My ven&tlon of
your public conduct for many years past, and my
real affection for your private virtues and transcend-
ent worth, made me yestertlay take 8 liberty with
you in a moment’s conversation at my house, to
make you an instant present of £1000, which for
years past I had by wille destined as a testimony of
my regarde on my .cleceage This youe modestly
desired me not to think of ; but I told you what T -
now Tepeat, that’ unfavoured as I have lived for a
long life, unnoticed professionally by any party of
men, and though unknown at® court, I am rich
enough to spare to virtue (what others waste in vice)
the above sum, and still reserve an annual income
greater than' I spend. I shall receive at the Indis

.
4 ' *

’ -
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Hou; a bill T have discounted for £1000 gn the 4th
of nelt‘month, and then shall be happy that jou
will accept this progf of my sincersslove and esteem,
and lot meradd, Si res amply domi similisgue uffoctibus
esset, I should be happy to .repeat the like every .
year., U )

[}

‘f The mere transcription of the friendly man’s
good letter has something of the effget of an
‘exercise of réligion And it was only ome of .
series of kmd acts on the part of the same. gen-

" erous giver. . . -

oIt isealwpys 1nterestmg in the case of a great

" man to now how Re affected the women of hif
acuainfance. Women do not’ usualty judge
character either so kindly or so soundly as men

«= 4o, for they lack that &nowledge of the ordeals of

. practical life, which gives both justice and charity
to such verdicts. But they are more susceptible
than most men are .to.'devotioﬁ and nobility -in
character: The Jittle group of the blu®-stockings
of the day regarded the great mastemof knowledge
ard eloquence with mixed feelings. They felt
for Burke the adoring reverenmce that women:
offer, with" too indiseriminate a frust, to men of
commanding power. In his case it was the moral
loftiness of hJs character that mspn‘ed them, as

. {

-
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much as t8e splendour of his ability. Of Shepidan

or of Fox they could not bear to hear; of Burke
they cowld not Tear enqugh. ﬁa.nnah WMore, and
Mrs. Elizabeth Carter, the learned translator of
.Epicﬁetus, and Fanny Burney, the author 02 Bves
lina. and Cecilia, were all proud of his notice, o
even while they glowed with anger at his sym-
pathy with, Américan rebels, his unkind words
about the king, and his cruel pers&cution of poor

= Mr. Hastings. It was at Mrs. Vesey's evening

parties, given on the Tuesdays on which the Club
dined at the Turk’s Head,” that hg ofterr had long
chats W1th Hanpah More. ®he had t\ forget
what she called his political malefactions, before

she could allow herself to admire his high spirits

and good humour. This was after the events of
the Coalition, and her Memoirs, like the change *
in the mind of _the Dissenters towards Burke,
show what g fall that act of faction was Dbelieved

to mark in hlS character. Wher he was rejected

for Bristol, shé mforalised ofi the catastrophe b

the quaint reflection that Providence has wiseg'.
contrived to render all its dispedsations equal, by o
making those talents that set one man so much
above another of no esteem in the opinion of those
who are without them. - '

.. _' -



- v
e 170 BURKE ' CHAP,

\ L ]
Mss Burney has described her ﬂutte«of spmts
when she first found herself m company with
Burke (3782). If was a Sir Joshua’s Jowse on
the top of Richmond Hill, and she tells, with her
usual effusion, how she wads impressed by Burke’s
o noble figure and commanding air, his penetrating *
and” sonorous voice, his eloquent and copious
language, the, infinite variety and rapjlity of h1s
- discourse. Butke had something to say ch every
subJect from bits of personal gossip, up to thew
swee(;‘5 and melting landscape that lay in all its
beauty%emre their wihdows on the terrace.’ He
was. pl%rful serious, fahtastic, wise. When they
next met, the great man completed hlS conquest
by expressing his admiration of Evelina.  Gibbon
< assured hey that he’ had read the whole five
* volumes in a day; but Burke declared the feat °
was impossible, for he had himgelf read it through
without, interruption, and 1t had cost him three
days. He show®d his regdrd for the authoress in
& more ‘substantial wdy. than by compliments and
* criticism, His last act, before going out of office,
» - in 1783, was to*procure for Dr. Burney the ap-
pointment of organist at the chapel of Chelsea.
‘We have spoken of the dislike gf these excel-
lent womeg for Sheridan and Fox.” Irr Sheridan’s
. | §

-
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case Burke did not much disagree with¥them.
Their charactegs were as unlike and as anti-
pathetie gs those of tevo men could be; and to
.antlpathy of temperament was probably added a
kind of rivalry that! may justly have gffectéd
one of them with an irritated humiliation. Sheri-w
dan was tWentx years .younger than Burke, and
gdid not 8me into Parliament until Burke- had
fought the prolonged battle of the American war, - .
™and had gchieved the victory of Economie Reform ‘
" Yet -Sheridan was immedjately taken up by LR
Jparty, and” became the mtlmate end &unsellor of
Charles Jox, itsdeader, and of’the Prmce\f Walgs,
its.patron. That Burke never failed to do full ¢
justice to Sheridan’s brilliant genius, or to bestow
generous and unaffected praise on kis oratorical
successes, there is ample evidence. He was of far
too high and veracious g nature to be capable of

the disparaging trigks of‘a pogr jealoysy. The
humiliation lay in the fact that circumstances
‘had placed Sherfdan in a posmon that made, i
natural for the world to measure them with one
another. Burke could no more like Sheridan
”E ‘than he could like the Beggar’s Opera. Sheridan
/<had a levityy a- want-of-depth;-a-daxity-and dis-

persmn of -feeling, to- which-.no-degwee .of.. intel-
- » .
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lectua¥ byilliancy. could reconcile-a-man-of Such.pro-
found moral-energy.and. social-congiction.as. Burke.
The thought will perhaps occur to thee r8ader
that Fox was not less lax than Shendan and yet
for Fox-Burke long had ti sincerest fne_p}ishlp.
oHe was dissolute, indolent, irregular,-and-the-most
insensate--gambler- that-ever- squandered fortune
after fortune over the faro-table. It was h1s viceg
ds.-much..as. his *politics..that, madé’ George JIL
,habe Fox"as..an..Fnglish -Catiline. How came ™
Burke to accept a man of this character, first’ for
his d1s01 18, thew for hls friend, and next for his,
leader ? /The answer is a simpla one. Jn spite
of the disorders of his life, Fox, from the time
‘when his acquaintance with Burke began, down
-to the time avhen it came to such disastrous end,
and for long years afterwards, was.to.the-bottom
of his heart as.passionate for-freedom, justice,.and
beneficence. as. Burke evbr.wag.. These great ends
were as real, as constant as overmastemngam Fox
- g8, they were.in. Burke ‘No man was ever more
deeply imbued with the generous impulses of great
statesmanship, with chivalrous courage, with- the
magnificent spirit of. devotion to high imposing
causes. These qualities, we may be sure, and not

his power a®a debater and as a declaimer, won for
. . 8 ]

[ 4
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him in r‘ke’s heart the admiration whichénmd
such splendid ;e’xpression in a passage fhat will
remdine as a stock piege of declamatlop, for long

) generatwns after it was first poured out as a sin-
cere tribute of reverende and affection. Precisiane,
' like “Lafayette, might choose to see their pé.tribtic.
hopes ruined rather than have them saved by
.Mn‘abea\! because Mirabeau wag s debauchee.
/&\Burke s.pubhc morahty was_of stouter. stuff, and
""heﬁloved Fox, because he - knew.,.that.sunder. the
stains: and blemishes left-by.a deplorable. educaﬁon
<was the sterling, inexhaustible..oge.in ##hich noble
- sympathies aregsubtly co’mp&u-nded Wit&resplen-
dent powers. .
If he was warmly attached to his political
frlends, Burke, at least before the Regolution, was™
usually on. fair terms in private life with his
political opponents. There were few men whose
policy he gisliked Ijore then he disliked the policy
of George Grenville,* And we %ave seen that he
criticised Grenville in a pamphlet which did not
spare him. Yet Grenville and he did not refufe
one another’s hospitality, and® were on the best =
terms to the very end. Wilberforce, again, was
one of the gtaunchest friends of Pitt, and fought

one of the greatest electioneering bagtles on Pitt’s
L] ’ °
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' s1de\ the struggle of 1784 ; but it ma?ledlo differ-
ence in Burke’s . relations with him. In ‘1787 a
colduess ggose between thegi. Burke had delivered
a strong invective against the - French Treaty.
. Wilberforce said, “ We can $nake allowance for the
- ghonourable gentleman, because we remember. him
in better days.” The retort greatly nettled Burke,
. but the feeling soon passed away, and fhey both
-found a special 8atisfaction in the dinner to which -
Wilberforee invited Burke eiery session, ‘ Hew=
was a great man,” says Wilberforce. 1 could
never und&stand, how ab one time he grew to be
30 entlreb’ neglected® ° '
Outside of both political and hterary circles,
among Burke's correspondents was that wise and
“honest  traveller whosé name is as inseparably -
bound up .with. the preparation of the French
Revolution, as Burke’s is bound up with its
sanguinary climax and fuﬁilment Arthur Yourg,
by his Farmer’s Petters, and’ Farmers Calendar,
and his account of his travels®in *the southern
Sounties of England and elsewhere—the story of
» the more famous travels in France was not. pub-
lished until 1792—had won a reputation as the
best informed agriculturist of his day,. - Within a
year of his gsettlement at Beaconsfield,” we find
o . u

L4
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Burke wrhing to consult Young on the mysteries

of his new oceupgtion. The reader may smile as
he recogn1§es the ardoursthe earnestness <he fervid
gravity of the pohtlcal speeches, in letters which
o discuss the merits of cdrrots in fattening pprkers;
_and the precise degree to which they should be o .
" boiled. Burke throws himself just as eagerly into
white Beas and “Indian corn, into éibbages that -
grow into head and cabbages that shoot into leaves,
“nto expenments with pumpkin seed ‘and wﬂd
parsnip, as if they had been details of the Stamp
dct, or justice to Ireland When h(fcomplams
that it ig scarcely posmble for®him, with bis nuig-
erous avocations, to get his servants to enter fully’
into his views as to the right treatment of his
crops, we can easily understand thab his farming
did not help him to make money. It is im-
possible that he should have had time or attention
to spare fog the eﬁ'eqtual d‘lrectlon of evey a small .
farm.
Yet if the. farm brought “scantier proﬁt than, 1t .
ought to have brought, it. was. probabl)a no. Weak
solace in .the background.of . life of. harassing -
. mteres'cs and -perpetual: disappointments. Burke
was happler at Beaconsfield than-anywhere. else,
and he was happlest there when- hie. house. was

vioe l. AT BEACONSFIELD - .  ATB o
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full}xfwguests Nothmg pleased him

to drive a visitor qver to Wmdse; where he Would

’ ) expatlabe-wfoh enthusmsm “on the p;ou‘d'Keep,

Y

smg in the majesty of propox'tlon and girt with
~ the dquble belt of its kindred and coeval towers
o overseeing and guarding the subjected land.” He
deh(rhted to’ point out the hoyse at Uxbndge :
Where Charlez I. had carried on the negotnatlona
Wlth the Parhamentary Qommlssmners ; the
‘ beautlful' grounds of Bulstrode, where J udg®
Jefferles had once lived ; and the churchyard of
Beaconsﬁ?d ‘where lax the remains of Edmund
Waller, cthe poet. He was fond of talking of great
sbatesmen—of Walpole, of Pulteney, and- of
-Chatham. Some one had said that Cha,tham .
knew ‘nothing whatever except Spenser’s Faery
Queen. “No matter how that was said,” Burke -
replied to one of his vigitors, ¢ whoever relishes ° '
and reagds Spenser as he ought to bg read, will
have a strong hold of the Envhsh language.” The
dehght of the host must have been at least
equalled by the dehght of the guest in conversation
that: was thus ever taking new turns, branching -
into {topica,l surprises, and at all turns and.on
‘every.topic. was luminous; high,-edifying, full.
No gues.i was more .Welcome than thé friend of
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s boyhodfl, hnd Rjchard Shackleton has told how
the friendship, co%‘:]lity; and openness with which
Burkeeembraced wag even ‘Inore thgn might
be expected from long love. The simple Quaker :
was confused by the sight of what seemed tg him®

*so sumptuous and worldly a life, and he went to
rest. uneasily, doubting whether God’s blessing
c,(.)uld' go with it* But when he agroke on the
morrow Of his first visit, he told His wife, in the

«denguage of his sect, how glad he was “te find no
condemnation ; but on the contrary, ability to pﬁt
up fervent petitions with mhch te@demsSs on bé-

-half of this great lummary &t.is.at_his. uountry
home.that swe. .hke ‘best.to.think.of . Burke. It is
still a touching picture to the historic imagination
to follow him from the heaf and violgnee of the
House, where impatient squires derided the greatest

_..gemus of his time, down to the calm shades of

/’;’“Beaconsﬁeld where-he woudd with this. owg hands
give. food. to.a, starving Dbeggar, & medlcme to a
peasant sick. of ‘thesague ;-whiere he would talk of
the weather, the turnips, and the hay with the *
team-men and the farm-bailiff; and-where,.in the
c},vening stillness, hé would.pace the walk.under
-fche trees, and reflect on the state of-Europe and
the distractions’of his country,

N ¢ .
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THE NEW M'IQISTBY—WARREN HASTINQ%——BURKE’S _

! : PUBLIC POSITION
. - oo
» TIIE six years which followed the destructron of
the CoaMion yere, fn some respects the ‘most
mortlfymg portio® of’ Burkes troubled career
‘Pitt was more firmly seated in power fhan Lord
North had ever been, and he used his power to
carry out a;policy agiinst which it was impossible
for the Whigs,v on their own principles, to offer an
effective resistance. For this is the peculiarity of
the king’s first victory- Over the enemles who ‘had
done obstinate Wttle with him for nearly a quarter.
of a century. He Bad driven them out of the
*8eld, but with the aid of an ally who was as’
. strongly hostile to the royal system as they had
. ever been. The king had-vindicated:-his. right
againsb .the. Whigs.to.choose~his..own. ministers ;
but.the pew. minister- was -himself.a-Whig by
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descent, fild. a rformer by- his -education: and
personal. dlSpOSlt

Iretnd was the subjaet of the ﬁrst grea battle
between the ministry and their opponents.. - Here,

.if anywhere, we might have expected from JBurke’ .
at least his usual wisdom and patience. We saw o
in a previous chapter (p. 33) what the political
¢ondition &f Irelz.md was when Bur)fé went there
with Hamilton in 1763, The Ameérican war had

“Brought about a great change. The King had
shrewdly predicted that if America became free

_ Yreland would soon follow the samg plail and be'a
separate gtate. In fact; alonc &vith. the. Amerlcan
war. we had.to..encounter .an..Irish-war also;. but 7
the latter was, as an Irish Politician called it at .
the time, a smothered war. Like theeAmericans,
the Anglo-Irish entered into non-importation com-
pacts, and they interdicted commerce. The Irish
volunteers, first fortx, thert smtI and ap last a
hundred thousand strong, were virtually an army
enrolled to overaWwe the Enghsh ministry and‘
Parliament. Following the spirit, if not the actual
path, of the Americans, they raised a cry for
commercial and legislative .independence. They
were too strogg to be resisted, and in 1782 the
Irish Parlidment acquired th'e privilegeeof -initiat-

s o
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.
ing and’ conductlng its own- b mess°vﬂthout ‘the *
g sanctlon or contrel either. of & any Council or
of the Pnglish Parhamenh Dazzled by the?:hance
of acquiring legislative - mdependence they had
"been gontent with the comparatively small "com-
‘o merclal boons obtained by Lord Nugent and Burke
in 1778 and with the removal of further restric-
tions by théYlarmed minister “in the followmg
year. After the concession of their mdependence
m 1782 they found that to procure the abolitie™
of the remammg restnctlons or their commerce—
. the rwht of . tragle, for mstance with America anﬁ ‘
Afmca—-the conserft of the English legislature was
" as necessary as it had ever been. Pitt,-freshfrom-
the teaching of Adam Smith-and.of. Shelburne,
brought_forward in 1785 ‘his_famous..commercial
_propositions. . The. theory. of . his..scheme was that -
Irish trade should be free, and ¢hat Ireland should
be adrmtted to a permanen.t participafion in com-
mereial advantages In return for this gain, after
. }.1er hereditary revenue passed & certain point, she
- was to devote the surplus to purposes, such as the .
maintenance of the navy, in which the two nations
~ had a common interest. Pitt was to be believed:
when. he declaréd that of all the, objects of his
political life this was, in his opiniori, the most -

[ ] [
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1mportagt’ that h had ever engaged inyand he
never expected t¢/meet another,that should rouse-
every émojion in so strohg a degree as thi%

A furious battle took place in the Irish 'Pa,rha.-
ment There, while nopody could deny thilt the

eleven propositions would benefit the mercantile ‘-

interests of the cguntry, it was passionately urged
#hat the last of the propositions, tﬁ which con-
cerned the apportionment of Irish revenue to
?npenal parposes, nreant the enslavement of then"
unhappy island: "Their fetfers, they went oy, were

" Menched, if the English Government wgs to be_

allowed thus to teke the initiative in Irish legxsla-
tion. The factious course pursued by the English

Opposition was much less egcusable than the line

of the Anglo-Irish leaders. Fox, whe was osten- -
tatiously ignorant of political economy, led..the
: chgx;rgea- He insisted the$ Pitt's measures would .-

annihilate o English . trade; wopld-.destmoy the

- Navigation Laws, and with them would bring

our maritime strength to the ground. Having .
thus won the favour of the English manufacturers,
he turned round to the Irish Opposition, and con-
ciliated them by declaring with equal vehemence
that the propositions were an insult to Ireland,
and a nefarious attempt to jamper with her new-

T »
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born libgrties. Burke followed Wis leadef} ;We may
almost.say that for once he allwed his political
integrity *to be bewildered. In 1778,and 1779

_be had firmly resisted the pressure his me_rc_aﬁ}_

.til'c_a chstituents in Bristol had endeavoured to put ,
upop him; he had warmly supported the Irish
claims, and had lost his seat in cgnsequence. The

' precise,groumwhiéh he took up in 1765 was thia

He appears to have discerned in Pitt’s proposals
the germ ‘of an attempt to extract revenue froff~
Ireland, identical in pyrpose, pfinciple, and prob-
able effgst with the eger-memorable attempt td
extract revenue §0m the American gcolonies.
Whatever stress may be laid upon this, we find it

# hard to vindicate Bugke from the charge of fac-

tiousness. *Nothing can have been inore unworthy

. of him than the sneer at Pitt in the great speech

on the Nabob of Arcot’s debts (1785), for stopping
to pickeup chaff gnd st?‘ast.fxOm the Igsh révenue
instead of checking, profligate gxpenditure in

Jodia.

 Pitt’s alternative was irresistible. Situated as
Ireland was, she must either be the subservient
instrument of English prosperity, or else she must

- be allowed to enjoy the benefits of dinglish trade,

taking at the same tige a proportionafe share of
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the congx‘oxz burdens. Adam Smith had shown
that there was ing incompgtible with justice
in a contlglbutlon of Treland to the puwifjc debt
of Great Britain. TRat debt, he arguéd, had
been contracted in support of the govelilment
established by the Revolution’; a government e
to which the Protestants of Ii‘eland owed not
enly the whole authority they enﬁfed' in their
own country, but eyery security they possessed
™r their, liberty, property and religion. The
neighbourhood of Ireland, to the shores of the
\nother country mtroducgd an element .mto the
problem, that must have taught every unim-
passioned observer that the American solution
would be inadequate for a dependency lying at\
our very door. Burke could not, im® his calmer
moments, have failed to recognise all this. Yet
he lent himself to the party cry that Pitt was
taking his first measyres fof the re-enslavement of
Ireland. Had, it not “been Sor’ What he himself
called the delmum of the precedmg session, ang,
which had still not subsided, he would have seen
that Pitt was in truth taking his first measures for
the effective deliverance of Ireland from an unjust
and oppressivg subordination. The same delirium -
committed him to another egually deplorable per-
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: versﬂ:y, when he opposed, with}as manﬁr excesses

in temper as fallgcies in state anship, the wise
treaty ith France, in which Pitt partiglly ‘antici- ,‘
pated the commerclal policy of an ampler treaty

“three! ﬁuarters of &*century. afterwards

*© A great episode in Burke’s career now opened.
It was in 1785 that Warre‘n&Ha,stm‘gs returned

from India 'a’(er a series of explmts as momentous
and far-reaching, for good qr evil, as have: ever
been‘acﬁieved by any English ruler. For.yeaf§
Burke. had..been."watghing. JIMia. With rising
“a Wonder,. amazesnent, pnd indignation he had
““ateadily followed ?he long traim of intggue and

that the tirae had come for striking a severe blow,
and making a signal example. He..gave notice

(June 1785) that he wopld,-at.a future day;. make

a.motien respectmg the conduct of .2y gentleman
just returned from India. .

Among minor conmderatwns we have to re-
member that Indian affairs entered materially info

_ bill that.the late ministry had made shipwreck.
.~ It was notoriously by the aid ofepotent Indian
interests #hat the ngw ministry had acquired a

e crime that had ended in the consolidation of a -
A new empire. With the return of Hastings he felt

the great battle of parties. It wasupon anIndian
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portion off i.ts mafority. To expose the fpisdeeds
of our agents in’India was at,once to strike the
. ministe? who had dexterously secured thigir sup-
. port, and to attack onegf the great strongliolds of
« parliamentary corruptiop. The proceedings &gainét.
Hastings were, in the first instance, regarded asa .
sequel to the stru ggle over Fox’s East India Bill.
‘&hat thgs;'conmderatnons were pregent in Burke’s
thought there-is no, doubt, but they were purely
?econdary. It was India-itself..that. stood..above
all else-in-his: 1mag1nat10n., It had filled. hig mind
\and absorbed. his - time - thle Bitt was, still an . :
undergraduate a® Cambridge, and Burke was look- *
ing forward to match his plan of econoemic reform 7
~With a greater plan of Indian reform. ~In~the\
f’ Ninth- Report,-the -Eleventh- ’Report,'and)cm ~his
speech- on:-the Tndia-Bill-of 1783, -he+had~shown
both_how thoroughly -hehad~mastered-:the facts,
and how profoundly.they Bad.stjrred: his sense- of
wrong. The masterpiece known as the speech on
the Nabob of Arcot’s debts, delivered in Parlig;
ment on a motion for papers (1785), handles
matters of account, of interest turned into prin-
cipal, and principal superadded to principal; it
deals with as hundred minute technicalities of
teeps and tuncaws, of gomgstahs and®soucaring ;

»
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all with such a suffusion of interest a&d colour,
with such noblhty.of idea and e}pression, as could

only have’ come from theeaddition to gerfus of a -

deep morahty of rnature,¢and an.overwhelming
Yorce bf.conviction: A gpace less than one of ,

© © thege pages contains such a picture of the. devasta-

tion of the Carnatic by Hyder Ali, as may fill the
young orator @r the young writer with® tbe saIme
emotlons of enthusiasm, emulation, and despalr
that torment the artist who first gazes on th%
" Madguna at Dresden, gr the ﬁgures of nght and -
Dawn agd the Fenserow at Florence. The despm{
~is only too well founded No econscioss study ™
could pierce the secret of that just and pathetic

ltransmlon from the Ravoc of Hyder Ali to the *

healing dutfes of a virtuous government, to the
cons{)latory celebration of the mysteries of justice
and humanity, to the gvarning to the unlawful
creditoms to silenge their ipauspiciousetongues in
presence of the holy work of restoration, to the
Jenerous proclamation against them that in every
country the first creditor is the plough. The
emotions making the hidden force of such pictures
come not by observation. They grow from the

_ %sedulous meditation of long yearsedirected by a

powerful tellect and inspired by an interest in

.
L .
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human g¢ll-being. which of its own virtue bore

. the orator into ¢he sustaining,air of the upper

gods. Cbngentrated passion and exhaustvl know-
-ledge have never éntergd into a more formidable
o combination. Yet when Burke made his spegch on

the Nabob of Arcot’s debts Pitt and Grenville o

consulted together whether it was wgrth answer-
sng, and, came to the conclusion ‘p}fat they need
not take the trouble.,

* Neither the scorrtful neglect of his o‘pponents
nor the dissensiofs of some who sat on his own
. side, could check the ard.our wish which Burke
. pressed én, as be said, to the relief of afflicted
nations. The.fact.is;.that..Burke.was-not.at. all
a..philanthropist . as..Clarkson...and..Wilberforce\
were philanthropists... . His sympathy was. too
strongly under the control of true-political.reason.
In 1780, for instance, theglave-trade had attracted
his attentien, and he.had even p;oceeded te sketch
out a code (of - regulatlons providing for its
immediate mitigation and ultimate suppressmp
After mature consideration he abandoned the
attempt, from the conviction that the strength
of the West India interest would defeat the ut-

most efforts ef his party. And he was quite.:

right in refusing to hope from any polisical action

.
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what could -only be effected after the loq,ra,l pre-
parat;lon of the bulk of the nat;on And.direct
moral - 'ﬁ-'phﬂanthroplc -gspostleship. xwgs:not his
function, e

) Maeaulay, in. a famogswpassage of_‘,_da,zzling
lustre.and. fine. historic.. colour, . describes. Burke’s
holy rage a amst the-misdeeds of f-Hastings.as due
to.his. senmblﬁt.y But. sens1b1h(:y< to- Wf)at? ‘Noé
merely to those common impressions of human
suﬁ‘ermo ‘which kindle the flame, of ordinary phiF:
anthropy, always attragtive, offen so beneﬁcgnt,
but-oftep so caprigious. and so laden with secret
detriment. This was no part of Burke’s type.
Nor is it enough to say that Burke had what is
Pthe distinctive mark, of the true statesman, a
passion for®good, wise, and orderly government.
He had that in the strongest degree. All that-
wore the look of confusign he held in a,bhorren_ce;
‘and” hes detected ;fhe %eeds of confusion with a
penetration that’ made other men mgrvel. He was
far t00 wise a man to have any sympathy with the
energetic exercise of power fgr power’s sake. He
knew .well that.triumphs. of. vielence..are for
the most part little better-than- temporary.make-
shifts,. leaving all the work of gowernment-to be
encountered- afterwagds by men of essentially
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greater c fcity than the hero of force without
seruple.® %lgut he regarded those whom he called:
the gregh bad men of the old stamp, Crgmwell,
_ Richelien, the Guises, the Condés, with aertain
tolerance, because “though the virtues of such’
% men were not to be tdken as a balance to their «
crimes, yet they had long views, and sanctified -
Lheir ammlon bY ‘aiming at the ordeﬂy rule, and -
not the "destruction of their country.” What he
walued was the deepsseated order of syst®ms that
worked by the accepted Jses, opinions, behefs,'_
preJudxces ofa commumty
; *. This Jove of rjght and sta,blﬁ'order was not all.
That Was itself the growth from a deeper root,
partly of conviction and partly of sympathy ; the\
< conviction’of the rare and difficult congunctures of
rcircumstance which are needed for the formation
"of even the rudest forms of social union among
mankind ; and then the sympathy that the best
men must always find it hard to withhold from
any hoary fabric® of belief, and any venerated
system of government that has cherished a certaln®
order and shed even a ray of the faintest dawn
among the violences and the darkness of the
‘race. It ~was _reverence. rather- than. sensibility,
2 noble and philosophic. conservatism.gather:than ;
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philanthropy, which_raised.the stornf in Burke’s
breast against the. rapaclty of Enohsh a v%nturers
in_Indja-.and ;the- mper;a,lncnmes of Hastings.
Exact]’} the same tide of emotion which after-
‘wards .ﬁlled to the brim the cup of prophetic
anger against the desecra®ors of the Church and
the’ monarchy of France, now poured itself out
against. tho§¢ who.in.India hall. £tog8ed . about,
subverted; and. torn. to- ~pieces; assif:it.wele in. the
gambolsof boyish ?‘unl_gq,_lgnessﬁ..agd ~malice,. the,
most .established . rlghts and the most.ancient an(i
most. revered 1gst1tut10ns of -ages..and -nations.”
From begmnmg 8 end of the fourteen Jears m
which Burke pursued-his campaign agamst Hast--
’ings, we see in every page that the India which
ever glowed before ‘his vision was nat' the ho_me
of picturesque usages and melodramatic costume,
but rather, in his own Words the land of prmces‘
once of, great dignity, uuthonty, and ogulence “of.
an ancient and venerable pnesthood the guides of
the people while living, and their consolation in
‘Jeath ; of a nobility of antiquity and renown ; of
millions of ingenious.mechanics,..and..millions.of
diligent tillers,of .the.earth,; and ﬁnally,,the land
where might be found almost all the rehgmnj
professed Jy men.———tlne Brahminical, the Mussul-
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man, the Fhstern and the Western Christian.
" When h‘e.publiskled his speech on the Nabob of
Arcot, Burke prefixed tp it an admirablegquota-
tion from one of the lettgrs of the Emperor&uhan
And "Julian too, as we all know, had a §trong*
-Tfeehng for the past. Bt what in that remarkable
" figure was only the sentimentalism of eaction, in.
: Burke wa®a reasdned and philosophié veneration
_ for all old and settled order, whether in the free
’Parhament of Great, Britain, in the anciént abso-
lutlsm of Versaﬂles or m the secular pomp of
.”Oude and the inviolable sanctlty.of Benares, tHe
‘holy city and the garden of God™
It would be out of place here to attempt tp
“follow the details of the.impeachment. . Every‘
reader has heard that gréaf tale in qur history,
+ and everyboedy knows that it was- Burke’s. tenacity
e‘fnd power.that. caused, the..tale.foxbe .told. The
House of Commons Would' not, it is trug, have
directed that Hastmgs should be impeached, un-
less Pitt had given' * his sanctfon and approval, and
how it was that Pitt did give his sanction an
_approval so suddenly and on grounds ostensibly
go slender, remains one of the secrets of history.
In no case Wguld the impeachment have been
pressed upon Parliament by_the Oppogition, and

. .
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assented to.by ministex;s if Burke h%% not been :

there with his prodlglous mdustl;y, his command
ing co prehenswe visiog, his burnmg zeal; and

his pof¥er of kindling in men so differertt from him

*and ffom one another as Fox, Sheridan, Wlndham
Grey, a zeal only less intéhse than his own.

- It.was-in the spring of ‘1786-that -the. articles
of charge r3 Hastings’s -high-. cﬁmeswgmd misde;
‘meanours, as Burke had.drawn them,.were, .pre-
~zsented..Lo..the.. House .of .Cqmmons. - It was _in
Febgg,@;yﬂ1788uthat Burke opemed - the va,st tause
it -the . old ‘histpric. hall _at_Westminster, o an
oration ‘in whlch‘at; points he was wound up to

“such a pitch of eloquence and passion that every.

-

"-4

ﬂ}stener ‘including the great criminal, held his
breath in ap agony of horror; that women were .

carried out fainting; that the speaker himself be-

came incapable of saying another word, and the

spectafprs of the. scene beoran to wonder whether

he.would not, 1ie the- mlghty Chat;ham,‘actua,lly '
die.in the exertion.of.his.. overwhehmng powers.

Kmong the illustrious crowd who thronged West- -

minster Hall in the opening days of the 1mpeaeh
ment was Fanny Burney. She was then in her~
odious bondage at court, and wais animated by -
the adml;atmn and_pity for Hastmgs that at,

- r.

,-w.

PERAN
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court was the fashion, Windham used to come
upyfrom %h‘e box ¢f the managerg of the 1mpeach-
ment to-talk over with dier the incidents pf the
day, and she gave him ber, impressions of &rke’s '
speech which were probgbly those of the magority
‘of his hearers, for the majority were favourable to
Hastmgs “I told him,” says Miss Btyney, “that
Mr. Burkes opemng had struck me with the
highest admiration of his powers, from the elo-
quence, the imagination, the fire, the dlver51ty of
- expression, and the8 ready flow of language with
which he seemed gifted, in ja mosb superiqr man-
ner, for agy and avery purpose %o which thetoric
““could lead” “And when he came to his twdy
narratives,” I continued, “ when he related the
particulars of those dreadful murders, he®interested, )
he engaged, he at last overpowered me ; I felt my
cause lost. I could hardly keep on my seat. My
eyes dreaded a singlg glande togrards a nfan so
accused as Mr. Jastings; I wanted to sink on the
floor, that they might be saved so painful a sight,,
*I.had no hope he could clear himself ; not another
wish in his favour remained. But when from
this narration Mr. Burke proceeded to his own
- comments and declamatmn—-when the charges of
rapacity, cruelty, tyranny, werg general, #nd made
. b4 O
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with all the violence of personal detes ation, and
continued and aggravated without #0Y furiMer
fact of itlustration ; them there appeared' more of
studi than of truth, mare of invective than of
justiee ; and, in short, so %lttle of proof to so much.,
of passion, that in a very short time I began to
lift up mpshead, my seat was Jo longer uneasy,
my eyes were indifferent which way ﬁley looked,
or what object caught them, and before I was my-
self aware of the declensionof Mr. Burke’s pow@,rs e
“gver my feelings, I fopnd mysélf a mere spectator :
in a pyblic plm%and looking all around it, w1th _
my opera-glass in my hand !”- P
¢’ In 1795, seven years after Burke’s 0p_en'ing, the °
Lords.were ready. wjth their.verdict... It had.long’
'been antidipated... Hastings was. acqultt;ed This
was the close-of the-fourteen years of. labour, from
the.date-of the. Select;Committee.of 1781, “If I
wereso call forp refard,” Burke saig, “it would
be for the services in whmh for, fourteen. years,
W1thout 1ntermxss10n I showed the most industry .
ax}_d;hgd the _least.success....I mean the affairs of
India; they are those on which I value myself
the most ; most for the importance; most for the
‘labour ; most for the judgment,; most for con-
stancy and persevegance in the pursuit” ~  °



[ .
ViI e ’ EMECT OF THE IMPEAGHMENT ' 1‘.95

» /x - The. %l e hat is. defeated on, a particular issue,
ifNften..vigtorions .on. the Wlde .and-general.ont-
come, Lo;‘mjg back aokoss the years titaftdivide

- us from that memorable sceme in West 'nster.

JHall, we may see that. Burke bad more siccess

than at first appeared. If he did not convict
the man, he overthrew 4 system, apd stamped
s prm(nﬁl»es Wlth lasting censure and shame.

.. Burke had perhaps a silent conviction that it

*~ would have been better for us and for India if
Clive had succeed®d in hig attempt to blow out
his own brains in the Magras coantmc-hpuse or
if the bajtle of Plassey had been & decisive defeat

- instead of a decisive victory. ¢ All these circu
stances,” he once said, in reference to the results
of the investigation of the Select Commtittee,  are’
not, I confess, very favourable to the idea of our
attempting to govern India at all. But there we .
are: there ,ve are placed By thg Sovereigm Dis-
poser, and we, must do the . best we can in our-
situation. The situation of Tman is the preceptor,
of his duty.” If that situation is better under-
stood now than it was so long ago, and that
duty more loftily conceived, the result is due; 80
far as such resylts can ever be due to one man’s
action apart from the confluence of the «deep im-

- [ )



196 - ' BURKE ) A -eCHAP.
persongl elements of time, to the seo %gf Justlce'
and humanity that were sows by urke #hd
his ?ohates. Nobody enow beheveb' that. Clive
was ffustified in ‘tricking® Omichund by forging -
anotlfer man’s name; t}@t Impey was justified,
- in ‘hanging Nuncomar for committing the very.
offence fon.whlch Clive was excused or applauded
although forgery is no grave cr1me a::c.ordmg to
Hindog, usage, and it is the gravest according to
English usage ; that Hastings did well in sellﬂxg #
Enghsh troops to assigt in the%extermination of a - -
. brave people mgh wiom he was at peace; that
Benfield did well in conniving srith as Eastern
ince in ‘a project of extortion against his sub-
Jects. ‘The whole dgift of opinion has _changed,
"and it is sihce the trial of Hastings that the change
 has taken place. - The question in Burke’s time
. was ‘whether - ‘oppression and corruption Were to
contiue to be Jhe guldmg maxims ¢0f Enghsh
pohcy The personal dlsmterestedness of the
,stuler who had been the chief founder of this policy, -
and had most openly set aside all pretence of
righteous principle, was dust in the balance. It
“was - impossible to suppress the policy without -
striking. a deadly blow at its mqst eminent and
powerfule instrument. That Hastings was. ac-
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quitted, was immaterial. The lesson -of his im-
p&chmen\had. been taught +with sufﬁcxently
impresstve Torce—the great lesson that ﬁlatics
have rights, and that Etropeans have oblig&ions
othat a superior race is bound to observe the Itighest
current morality of the time in all its dealings
with the sub_yect race. Burke is entitled to our
- dasting reverence as the first apostle and greab
upholder of integrity, mercy, and honoug.in the

= I&ation between his tountrymen and their humble

- dependents *

He shared the common,fate of- those who dare
to strike a blewe for human Justslce against the
prejudices of national egotism. But he was

. longer able to bear obloquy gnd neglect, as he had
- borne it through the war with the colonfes. When
he opened the impeachment of ‘Hastings at West-
minster, Burke was very near to his sixtieth year. .
Hannah Mpre noted i in, 1788 thay hls vivacity had
diminished, and that busingss and politics had
impaijred his aareeableness The simpletons ips,
the House, now that they had at last found in
Pitt' a political chief who could beat the Whig
leaders on their own ground of eloquence, know-
ledge, and dextgrity in debate, took heart as they
had never done under Lorde North. Bhey now -

e
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by unmannerly and brutal interraptioy$, -:f whifh
a mob %f* lower class might have be 2 ashamed.
. Then [g:xddenfy came a roment of such excite-’
~“maent @s has not often been seen in the annals of |
¢ vparty. It became known one day in the autumn
. of 1788 that the king had gone gut of Al:is mind.
. The news naturally cauged the livelisst agitation
- among the Whigs. ‘When the severity of the attack
forced the ministry to make preparations forea
: R.egency, the friends ¢f the Prince of Wales as-
- sumed that thep ;voulq, speedily return to power,
- and hastened to form their plees acaordingly.
8% was ‘travelling in Italy with Mrs, Armstead,
"and he had been two,months away without hear- " ..
Ing 2 word*from England. The Duke of Portland
sent a messenger-in search of him, and after a A
i.jmvumey of ten days the messenger found him at.
~Bologfta. Fox ia’stan%ly et off in all haste for
London, which he reached in nine days. The
shree months that followed were a time of unsur-
- passed activity and bitterness, and Burke was at
least as active and as bitter as the rest of them. He '
- was the writer of the Prince of ‘Wales’s letter to
- Pitt,sometimes setdownto Sheridag,and sometimes
to Gilber¢ Elliot. I€ makes us feel how naturally

made dglil;érate' at-ter;]pts to silence ?e veteran

. s
-
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the style of*ideal kingship, its dignity, calm, and
Ingh st *nsciqusness, all came to Burke. Al-

though ave Bead of his thus drawmg up mamifestoes
and proteszs and decidigg minor questions 1‘1’ Fox,
, Which Fox was too irresolute to decide for hjmself,”
yet we have it on Burk®’s own authority that some
time elapsed after the return to England before he
£ven saw'Fox; that he was not confulted as to
the course to be pursued in the grave and difficult
guestions connected with the Regency; and that.
he knew as little of the inside of Carlton House,
where the Prince of Wales hved gg of Buckmgﬁam
House, ghere the king lived. ™I mean to con-
tinue here,” he says to Charles Fox, “until
call upon ine; and I find myself perfectly easy,
from -the implicit confidence that T have in you
and the Duke, and the certainty that I am in that -
you two will do the best for the general advantage
of the cayge. In tha.p state®f mind I feel ne desire
_ whatsoever of mterfenng Yet the letter itself,
and others which Yollow, testify to the vehemence
of Burke’s interest in the matter, and to the P.é;-.
sistency with which he would have had them
follow his judgment, if they would have listened.
It i isas clear that they did not listen.

Apart from the fierce sfruggle aga,mst Pitt’s

-
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Regency Bill, Burke's friends weke intently

occupied with the , reconstruction,of ¢ Portla;d

cabinetf*which the king Lad so unex ctedly dis-

‘ mlssecy five years before. o This was a sphere in
*whiche Burke’s gifts were neither requn'ed nor

sought. We are rather h distress, Sir Gﬂber’c

-Blliot writes, for a proper man for the office of
Chancellor 8f the Exchequer. «Tord J .ﬂavendlsh_

is very unwilling to engage again in pubhc affairs:
Fox is Yo be Secretary -of State. Burke, it &

thought, would not be approved of, Sheridan has
not “the .pubhc qpnﬁdence, and so it comes down -
therefore to Gref] Pelham, mysglf, and gperhaps
z2lham.” Elliot was one of Burke’s most faith--
ul and attached friends, and he was intimately
¢oncerned im all t;hat.was going on in the. inner

circle of the party. It is worth while, therefore,
" o reproduce his account from a confidential letter
to Ladg Elliot, of Jhe ¥ay i in which Burke’s claim
. to recognition was ; at $his time rega;ded and dealt

" with.

%

“Although I can tell you nothing positive about
“my own situation, I was made very happy indeed
yesterday by co-operating in ‘the settlement of
Burke’s, in a manner which gives ys great joy, as
well as cagfort. Thg Duke of Portland has Telt

B .
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distressed hdw to arrange Burke and his family in a
ner% al to Burke’s merits, and to the Duke’s
w1sh%nd at the same time so as to beyexempt

from the Many dlﬁicultles which seem to be,in the

‘way.. He sent for Pelham and me, as Burke's Triendse
eand his own, to advise, with us about it; &nd we
dined yesterday with him and the Duchess, that we
might have time to talk the thing over at leisure and
Jvithout ufterruptlon after dinner. We stayed ac-
cordmgly, engaged in that subject till almost twelve
af night, and our conf.erence ended most -haPpily and
excessively to the gatisfaction of us all. The Duke
of Portland has the venerati®n for Burke that Wend-
ham, Pelham, myself and a few glore have, and he
thinks i®impems#e to do too much for him. He
considers the reward to be given to Burke as< TENG
and honour to the nation, and he considers the neglect
of him and his embarrassed situation as shaving beeh
long a reproach to the country. The unjust prejudice
and clamour which has prevailed against him and his
family only determine the Dyke the more to do him’
justice. Phe questiott was how ¢ First, his *brother
Richard, who was Secretary to the Treasury before,
will- have the same officé now ; but the Duke intengs,
to give him one of the first offices which falls vacant,
of about £1000 a year for life in the customs, and he
will then resign the Secretary to the Treasury, which,
however, in the meanwhile is worth £3000 a year
Edtaund Burke'is to have the Pay-Office £4000 a

o . G’
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year; but as that is precarious and he®an leave no
provision™for his son, it would, in fact, be Jotag litt
or nothing of any°real or substantial élue unl€ss
some germanent provision 1s added to In this
.-aview theé Duke is to grant Him on the Irish establish-.
ment # pension of £2000 a year clear for his own life,
and the same sum to Mrs. %urke for her life. This
will make Burke completely happy, by leaving his
wife and soff safe from want after”his degh, if they_
should survive him. The Duke’s affectionate anx1ety
to accoplish this object, and, his determination to -
set all clamour at defiance on thgs point*of justice;
wamtruly affecting, and sincreases my attachment for
the Duke. . . . The Duke said the only objection to
this plan was that. he thought it mesgdue érom this
ﬁtrf, and that he grudged the honour of it to Ire-
land ; but as nothing i in England was ready, this plan ~
was settled.e You may think it strange that to this
‘moinent Burke does not know a word of all this, ‘and his '
family are indeed, I believe, suffering a little under the
*apprehension that he mpy be neglected in the general
scramble. I beligve there never were tleree cabinet
counsellors more in harmony on.any subject than we
Atere, nor three people happier in their day’s work.!

This leaves the apparent puzzle where it was. .
Why should Burke not be approved of for Chan-
-cellor of the Exchequer? What were the many’

1 Lige and Letierg of Sir G. Ellio‘t;. 1 261-263.

. hd L4
-t .
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difficulties described as seeming to be in the way
of‘arra?x g foy Burke in a_ manner :aqual to
Burke’smghits and the Quke of Portlands Wishes ?
_His personal relations with the chiefs of hig party
. Were at this time extremely cordial and inéimate.
He was constantly a’ Juest at the Duke of Port-
land’s most private dinner-parties. Fox had gone
.downto.ﬁeaconsﬁéld to recruit himseélf from the
fatigues of his rapid journey from Bologna, and to
spend sorge days in quiet with Windham and the
master of the hotse. "Elljot and Windham, who
were talked about for a post for which one of them
says that Buygluewould not haVe been approved,
vied with one another in adoring Burke., HimaNg
Elliot and the duke think themselves happy in
a day’s work that ended in consigning the mah
who not only was, but. was admitted to be, the.
most powerful genius of their party, to a third
rate post,and that .n}ost quiypcal distinetion, a
pension on thg Irish establishment. The common
explanation that it illustrates Whig exclusiveness,
cannot be seriously received as adequaté. It is
probable, for one thing, that the feelings of the
Prince of Wales had more to do with it than the
 feelings of meg like the Duke of Portland or Fox.
We can easily imagine how little that most worth-
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less of human creatures would appreci&te the great
quahtles of such 2 man as Burke, . Fhe pamfa]
fact wifich we are unable %o conceal fr ourselves -

. -1s that the common opinio# of better men than the.

* e

Pnnco of Wales leaned in the same dlrectlon

" His wolence in the coursé of the Regency debates

had produced strong disapproval in the publie, and
downright ‘consternation in ‘his®own i?a}'ty. On,

" one ocgasion he is described by a respectable

observer as having “been wilder than_ ever, and
lald himself and his party mofe open than ever-
spea.ker did. He is fol&y personified, but shakmg
his cap and bells%inder the laureLngenuxs He ‘
ﬁﬁh&é his wild speech in & manner next to mad-
ness.” Moore believes that Burke's indiscretions
In these trydng and prolonged transactions sowed
the seeds of the alienation between him and Fox
Jtwo=years afterwards. Burke’s excited state of

- mind showed itglf ih sma]l things g8 well ‘as

great. Going with Wmdham to Qarlton House,

' ‘Burke sttacked him in the coach for a difference

of opinion about the affairs of a friend, and be-
haved with such unreasonable passion and such .
furicus rudeness of manner, that his magnanimous
admirer had some difficulty in obliterating the _

' 1mpre°smn. The public were less folerant. Wind-
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ham has told us that at this time Burke was a
Tign dedri! , persecuted, and prgscribed, not being
much valgbd even by, his own partyy %nd by
_half the nation considered as little befter than‘
" . an ingenious madman! This is evidence beyond
impeachment, for Widdham loved and honoured
Burke with the affection and reverence of a son ;
«and he plés the popular sentiment on‘record with
grief and amazement. There is other testimony
te the sampe effect. The late Lord Lansdowne, who
must have heard the subjegt abundantly dlscussed
by those who were most concerned in it, was onice
asked hy a wemment man b our own time,
why the Whigs kept Burke out of their Cadrintnig.
“Burke!” he cried ; “he was so violent, so over-
bearing, so arrogant, so intractable, that to hav®
got on with him in a Cabinet would have been
utterly and absolutely 1mposmb1e -
On the whole, if| seem8 to l)e tolerably clear
‘that the dlﬂiqultles in the. way of Burke’s promo-
tion to high office were his” notoriously siraitened
circumstances ; his ungoverned excesses of part;'
zeal and political passion; ﬁnally, what Sir
Gilbert Elliot calls the unjust prejudice and
cla.mour agan;s\t him and his family, and what
- 1 Windham's Digsy, p. 213. o
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Burke hlmself once called the hunt® of obloquy
that pursued him, all his life. oI'he P two, of
these &auses can scarcely have operfjeds in the,
arra,ngements that were iade in the Rockingham,
'and Cealition ministries, But the third, we may ,
be sure, was incessantly af work. It would have
needed soclal cduraﬂe alike in 1782 1783, and -
1788 to give Cabinet rank to a Tnan round whose,
name there floated so many dlspa,ragmg associa-
tions. Social courage is exactly the_virtue én
which the constructgrs of “a® 'government' will
afv;ajfs Shink fhemselges least able to indulge.
Burke, we have f remember, didengt stapd alone -
beforethe world, Elliot describes a dinner-party
at Lord Fitzwilliam’s, at which four of these half-
8iscredited eIrishmen were present. “Burke has
now got such a train after him as would sink

,anywedy but himself :—his son, who is quite

nausested by all maﬁkind,,his brothgy, who is
liked better than h1s son, but 1s rgther offensive

‘ynth asimal spirits and with® brogue ; and his

cousin, Will Burke, who is just returned unex- -
pectedly from India, as much ruined as when he .
went many years ago, and who is a fresh charge
on any prospects of power that l},urke may ever.
have.” I.t wag this &rain, and the ideas of adven-

. L]
- ©®
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turership thht clung to them, the inex‘zinguishable
stones % ut papistry and Saint Omer’s, the
benacmus umny aboug the letters of Jarlus, the
.notonous circumstanc#s of embarrassment and
needmess——xt; was all these things thate com-"
bined with Burke’s ¢wn defects of temper and
discretion, to give the Whig grandees as decent a
oTEason a,.s.bhey c(:uld have desired for'keep_ing all
the great posts of state in their own hands.
.« It seems difficulteto deny that the questions of
the Regency had 8aused the germs of a sort of dis-
satisfaction and strain in the wlations .bet'wteén’
Fox ang Bugkee Their feelinds to one another
" have been well compared to the mutual diase®®ent
between partners in unsuccessful play, where each
suspects that it is the mistakes of th® other thal
lost the game. Whether Burke felt conscious of
the failures in discretion and temper thatesrere
the real g pretended excule fof neglect, we can--
" not tell. There 1s one passage that reveals a
chagrin of this kind. A few days adter tl.lg
meeting between the Duke of Portland and Elliot,
- for the purpose of -settling his place in the new
ministry, Burke went down to Beaconsfield. In
wrjting (Janugry 24, 1789) to invite Windham
and Pelham to come to stay & night, wigh promise
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" of aleg of mutton. cooked by a da'%ymald who
-was not & bad hand at a pinch, he go ol to O
that hfs health has recejved some sialle benefit
‘from his journey to the cduntry. “But this view.
- to headth, though far from unnecessary to me, was
not the chief cause of my present retreat. T began
to find that I was grown rather too anxious; and

had begun ‘to discover to myselt and ofo others aq
solicitude relative to the present state of affairs,
which, thourrh their strange eondition mpight well
Wanant it_in others, ig certainly less suitable to
my t1me of lifegin which all emot1ons are less
allowed and to Vvhlch most ce a,}l human
cotRas ought in reason to become more indiffer-
ent than to those who have work to do, and a
food deal of day and of inexhausted strength to
do it in.”?
. ke king’s unexpected restoration . to health
two omthree weekg lat8r, broyght to naught all the
hope and ambition of the Wh1gs gnd confirmed
Pltt inapower for the rest of Burke's lifetime.
But an event came to pass in the world’s history,
that transformed Burke in an instant from a man
decried, persecuted, proscribed, into an object. of
- exultant applause all over Eutope., .
e . 1 (Qorrespondence, iil. 89.

. L
e ©



CHAPBER VIII

THE ERENCH REVOLUTION .
R . A ,
WE have now come to the second of the -two

momentoug changesein the world’s affairs, in
which Burke playell an impgsing and historic part.
His attitude in the first of jhem; éhe struggle for
Axerican independence, commands almost with-
out alloy the admiration and reverence of pomy.
His attitude in the second ,of them, the great

’ - . . . L
_Revolution in France, has raised cofitroversies

that can ¢nly be compared in heat and duration

to the master controversies of theology. If“ffe

history of Society wete, written ¢as learned ®men
write the histayy of the Chrjstian faith.and its.

churches, Burke would figure in. the sameftrong, o

" prominence, whether deplorable or glorious, as

Arius and Athanasius, Augustine and Sabellius, -

Luther and Ignatius. If we ask how it is that
now, so many Jears after the event, men are
still discussing Burke’s pamphblet on the *Revolu-

[ *
® o
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tion as fhey are still discussing Bishop But1e1 g
Analogy' the answer is that oinL. ofte case as
*{m the other the questlons at issue aye. still fan
« settled, and that.Burke®offers in their highest,
" and 1flost.comprehensive .form all the considera-
tions belonging.to one. side..of the. dispute. He
was not of those, of whom Colerldoe said that
they proceeded with much solemmty to solve
the riddle of the French Revolution by anecdotes.
He suspended it in the same light of great soaial
ideas and wide principles,in witich its authors and
cha.mpu)ns professed p represent it. Unhappily
he advanced from criticism to pragticalsexhorta-
tionthe most mischievous and Ildefensible
that has ever been, pressed by any statesman
“on any nfition. But the force of the criticism _
remains, its . fogesight remains, its commemora-
o T of valuable eleménts of life that men
werd® forgettings its * discgunment of the limita-
tions ‘of things, ity sénse of the awful emer-
» genc1&0f the problem, When our grandchildren
have :made ‘up their minds ‘as to the merits -
of the social transformation that dawned on
Europe in' 1789, then Burke's Reflections will
become a mere literary anthmty, -and’_ not
before. =
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From wHe very beginning Burke loo]ged'upon
. the proceedmgs <n France with,distrust. He had
) not a mompnt of enthusiasm or sympathy of which
.to repent. When the fews reached Enrrland that,
» the insurgents of Pans had stormed .the Phstille,
Fox exclaimed with exultatlon ‘how much. it. was
the greatest event that had ever. happened in the
eWworld, how much the best. Is it an mﬁrmlty to
wish for an instant that some such phrase of
generous ,hope had escaped from Burke; that he
had ‘for a day of an hoyr undergone the “fine
illusion that was lighted, up ¥ the spirits of
men like Wordsworth  and. C&eridge? Those
fine poetﬁho were destined one day towffach
even a wiser and a loftier gonservatism than his
own, have told us what they felt— ¢ )

~ When France in wrath her giand Jimbs upreared,
And with that oath, Whmh smote air, eartf®ande

. seg, -
Stamped her strong foot and sa,ld she would .be
free. 7

Burke from the first esp1ed the looming. shadow
of a catastrophe. In August he wrote to Lord
Charlemont that the events in France had some-
thing parédox'kcal and mysterious about them;
that the outbreak of the old Parisian ferocity
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" might bg no more than a sudden expldsmn but
if it should happen to be charaster, rather than

" accident, then' the people would nee«& ae strong
hand hke that of their fofmer masters to coerce .
them ; ;9that all depended upon the French havmg -
wise heads among them, and upon these wise
heads, if such there -were, acquiring an authority
to match the1r wisdom. There is nobfqng here o
but a calm and sagacious suspense of judgment.
It soon appeared that the old Parisiag feroclq'
was still alive. In the events®of October 1789
when theg mob ob Parig marched out to Versaﬂles
and marched back again with the king and queen
in ff=aphal ‘procession, Burke felt in"his heart
that the beginning of the end had come, and that
fhe catastrophie was already at hand. ~ In October
he wrote a long lgtter to the French gentleman to
wIPm he afterwards addressed the ZReflections.
“You™hope, " sir,’s he'said “that I tQink the
French deserving of hberty I cegtainly do. I
;:ertam]s;thmk that all men who desire it deserve
it. We cannot forfeit our right to it, but by what
forfeits our title to . the -privileges of our kind.
The liberty I mean is social freedom. It is that -
state of things in which liberty ,is secured by
equality of restrainé. This kind of llberty is,
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mdeed Wuf another name for justice. JWhenever
a sepamtwn s*made between oltberty and, justice,
neztim‘ igin my opm.mn safe” The *weightiest

. and, most important of all political truths, ande

o worth -half the fine t}.xings that poets have sung
about freedom—if it could only have been re- ® -
spected, how different the course of the Revolu-

o tion! JBut the engineer who attempts to deal
with the abysmal rush of the falls of Niagara,ey
-must ‘pub aside the tools that constructed the
Bridgewater Canal and the Chelyea Waterwoks.
Nobody recognised so early as Durke that France
had really gmbarked among cafaracts and boiling
gulfs, and the pith of all his first cefiGisms,
including the Reflections, was the proposition that
to separate freedom from justice was nothmg else
than to steer the ship of stafe direct into the
maelstrom. Tt is- 1mposs1b1e to “deny the “This
=was trug,  Unfortugtely 1t wes a truth t®at the
wild spiritsethen abroad jn the storm made of
no avail. ) : ” ®

Destiny aimed an evil stroke when Burke, whose
whole soul was bound up in order, peace, and gently
enlarged precedent, found himself face to face with

- thg portentoug man-devouring Sphinx. He who
could not endure that a feweclergymen +should be
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allowed to subscnbe to the Bible mstea(l of to the

Articleg, saw the ancient Churcheof, Chrlstendom
prostrated, its possessmns confiscated, ytse prmsts »

. proscnbed and Chnstlamty itself officially super-.

sedeg_i The economical r%former who, when his e
zeal was hottest, declined to discharge a tide-
waiter or & scullion in the royal kitc.;hen who
should have acquired the shadow of* g vestede

ointerest in his post, beheld two great orders

-stripped of their privileges ad depnved of mueh
of their lands, } houghotheu' possessmn had been _
sanctified by the; express voice of the laws and
the prescription of many centuries. He who was
full :P‘a’pprehension and anger at the proposal to
take away a membgr of Parliament from St.
Michael's of Ol Saram, had o look on while the

- most august mqparchy i in Europe was overturned. -
-The Man who . dreaded fanatics, hated atheists,.

desplsed pohtlcalo theomsers,oand was drven wild”™

" at’the notion of dpplying metaphysical rights and

abstracRdoctrines to public affairs, suddenly be-

held a whole kingdom given finally up to fanatics, -

atheists, and theorisers, who talked of nothing but

the rights of man, and deliberately set as wide a

gulf as ruin and bloodshed could,smake, betwgen

themselves and evéry incident or ingtitution in
[ ]
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the hlsfgry of their land. The statesman who
had offce declargd and habltually,proved .his pre-

4 fe¥ence for*peace even gver truth .who hali all his
_ life surrounded himse® with a mental paradise of
; order and equilibrium, in.a moment found yimself
confronted by the st®pendous and awful spectre 4
that a century of disorder had raised in its
supreme’bour *1t could not have BSen difficult
for any one who had studied Burke’s character
© and career, to foretell all that now came -to pas?
with him, ~ -» ,

It was from an Enghsh and pbt from a Fréich

point gf view, that Burke was frst dlawn to write

~ upon tW®Revolution. The 4th of Novegpler was
the anniversary of the landing of the Prince of
Orange, and the first act in the Revolution of
'1688. The members of an association calling
itself the Revolution Society, Elﬁeﬂykcomp,o“%d of
-~ Dlssenters, but not withott a mixture of Gh‘(lrch-
men, mclud.mg a few peers and a good many
members of the House of Commons mgh as usual'
to-hear a sermon in commemoration of the glomous ‘
day. Dr..Price. was.the preacher, and both in the
morning sermon, and in the speeches which fol-
lgwed in th:a festivities of the afternoon, the
French were held up to the loudest admiration,
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as having 8arried the principles of ouy own Re-
volution®to a loftier height, and having%pened
boundlss hopes-to mankind, By these harmPess
proceedings Burke’s anger®ind scorn were aroused
to a pitch that must seem to us, as it seemed to
not a few of his contempofiries, singularly out of
all proportion to its cause. Deeper. things were
doubtless M silent motion within®him. He set to
work upon a denunciation of Prlces d‘octrmes
with a velocity that reminds us of Arlstotlg.s; )
comparison of anger t;o the over-hasty servant,
who runs off with all speed before he has listened
to half ﬂle message This was- the- origin, of . the
Reflogggons. The. desigh grew as- the Wer went
on. His 1magma.t10n took . fire; his memory
guickened g throng of impressive .associations;
his excited vision revealed to him a band of vain,
petlant upstarf®*persecuting the ministers of a
sacmd.,rehgwn msultmg a v1rtuous and innocentess
sovereign, and covermg with humlhatlon ‘the
august daughter of thé Ceesars ;* his mind teemed
with the sage maxims of the philosophy of things
established, and the - precepts of the .gospel .of
order. Every courier that crossed' the Channel
supplied new material to his contempt and hlS
alarm. He condemped the whole method and

-
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course of\the French reforms. His judgment was

in suspense no smore. He mno Jonger dlstrusted
he %ated gesplsed and began to dread. *
Men soon began to whlsper abroad that Burke
o thought ill of what was going on over the®water.
When it transpired tha® he was writing a pamphlet,
the world of letters was stirred with the liveliest
.expectat;on. The name of the author, the import-
-ance of the subject, and the singularity of his
opinions, go Mackintosh informs us, all inflamed
the public curiosily. Soon, after Parliament met:
for the session (1790), tl;e'army.estimahes were
broughte up, Fox criticised thé increase of our
forces, o0 i incidentally hinted somethmgaa “Praise
of the French army, which had shown that a man
could be a soldier without ceasing to e a citizen:
Some days afterwards the subgecl; was revived, and
Pitt, as well as Fox, avowed hims8lf hopeful of me
"good effegt of the Revolution upon the ordﬁ(amd
government of France Burke followed in a very
-different vein, openly proclalmmg the djptike and
fear of the Revolution that was to be the one .
ceaseless refrain of all he spoke or wrote for the
rest of his life. He deplored Fox’s praise of-
the army for bpeaking their lawful allegiance, and
then he proceeded with omsinous words to the
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effect that 1f any friend of his shoufd {concur in,
any measures whigh should tend ¢o .mtroduce such ‘
a democmcy as that of Rance he woud sbandon
his best friends and join ? with his worst. enemies -
to oppose either the means or the end. ‘This has,
‘unanimously been pronounced one of the most
brilliant and effective speeches that Burke ever
T made. Fox.rose with. distress on every feature,
» and made the often-quoted declaration of his.debt
to Burke :— If all the politieal information T hawe _
'learned from books, al] which I*have gained from
sclence and all which Juy knowledge of the world
and its affairs Has taught me, were put énto one
scal® asd the improvement which I have derived
from my. right honourable friend’s instruction and
‘conversatich were placed in the other, I should be
~at a loss to dec1de to which to give the preference.
JTthave learnt mo¥e from my right honourable friend -
tha}from all the men with whom I ever ‘con™
versed.” All seemed hkely to_ end.in a spirit of
'conc:llagon until Shendan rose, and in the plainest
terms he could find expressed his dissent from
everythlnv Burke had said. Burke immediately
renounced his friendship. For ‘the first time in
his life he found the sympathy, of the House
vehemently on his side.
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In th{ ?ollowmo' ‘month (March 1790) this
unpromlsma inoident was succgeded by an aber-
ration ho .Oramonal maR will now undertake to
.defend. Fox brought %orward a motion for the .

orepeal of the Test and COrporatlon Acts. Me did-
this in accordance Wlth a recent suggestion of
Burke’s own, that he shiould strengthen his political

e position py winning the support of the Dissenters.
Burke himself had always denounced the Test Act
agebad, and as an abase of sacred things, To the
amazement of everybody, and to the mﬁmte
gcandal of his party, he nogv pronounced the Dis-
senterseto be disaffected citizen$, and refused to
relieve ffem. Well might Fox say thabBﬁrkes

~ words had filled him with ggief and shame,

‘Meanwhile the great rhetorical fabfic gradually
arose. DBurke revised, erased, mgderated, strength-
ened, emphasised, wrote and rEwrote witheinde,

"Mtigableindustry. With the mawuscript consfaﬂtly
under his eyes, he hngered busily, pen in hand, over

’ paragraphs and phrases, antitheses ang apoph-.

thegms The Reflections was no superb improvisa-
tion. Its composition recalls Palma Giovine’s
account of the mighty Titian’s way of working ;
hoy the master,made his preparations with resolute
strokes of a heavily-laden brush, and then turned



~22.0 ¢ Q‘BURKE e eomAE,

his plcture to the wall, and by and® b& resumed
again, and then again and again, redressmg, adjust«
ing, modellmn the light Wlth a rub og his ﬁnger '
or dabbing a spot of dark *eolour into- some corner.
with & touch of his thumb, and finally working all,
his smn‘ches contrasts, abruptnesses into - the -
glorious harmony that we know Burke was so
unweaned in this insatiable correctlonapd altera-y
, tion that the printer found it necessary, instead of
making the changes marked wpon the prpof-sheets,
to set up the whole in $ype afre$h. The work was”
upon thg easel fos exacty a year. It was November
(1790) before th result came into the hands of
the pukdic. . It wasa small octavo of thréhundred ‘
and fifty-six pages, in contents rather less than ..
Ytwice the present volume, bound in- an unlettered = -
wrapper of gray paper, and sold for five shlllmgs»' '
It less than twe?h-e months it reached its eleventh
edﬁ?n and it has been computed that not' mauﬁ‘
short of thirty thousand coples wee sold Wlthm
the nexhgix years.
“ The first curiosity had languished in the course
of the long delay, but it was revived in its strongest '_
force when the book itself appeared. A remark-
able effect instantly followed.  Before the Befec- .-
tions was published ¢he predominant sentiment in - -
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England l'na& been one of mixed astoms.hment and
. sympamy Pltt.had expressed this common mood
both m.the‘ flouse of Qommons and iw 5r1vate
It was nnpossnble for England not to be amazed
.at the uprising of a nation whom they had been
accustomed to think 8f as willing slaves, and it
- was impossible for her, when the sceme did not
Jhappen tdebe thé American colonies or Ireland,
‘not to profess good wishes for the cause of emanci-
pation all over the world. Apart from the natural
‘ddmiration of a frée people for a neighbour strug-
gling to be free, England saw no.réason.to. lameﬁt
a blow {p a sovereign and a gové@rnment who had
interfere® on the side of her insurgent golonies.
To this easy state of mind Burkes book ‘put an
'1mmed1ate end. At once, as contemponmes agsure’
us, it divided the nation into two parties. - On
both sides it precipitated opmmﬂ With a,lonb-
-msound»mg blast on, h1s goldey trumpet Beffice”
had unfurled. a new ﬁag, and half the nation
hurried to rally* to it — " the half - Lhat had
scouted his views on America; had bitterly s
‘liked his plan of Economic Reform ; had mocked
~ his ideas on religious toleration, and a moment
before had hated and reviled him beyond all men
. l1v1ng for his fierce “tenacity in the impeachment
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of WarrenoHastmgs The Tt’mo said %o hverybody
who came near him that the book wafa good
book, Ya Jery good book, and every. gentléinan- -
oucht to read it. The unlversities began to think
of offering the scarlet gown of their most hOIlOlll:- _
able degree to the assaBant of Price and the
Dissenters.. The great army of the indolent good,
the peopl&"who lead excellent li%es and’ never use_.
their reason, took violent alarm. The tunorous
'the weak-minded, the bigpted, were 'suddeply
awakened to a sense of what they owed to them-
stlves. Burke gave fhem the key that enabled.
them to mtelpret the Revolution in harmgny Wlth
their usual ideas and theu' temperamente
Reactmn quickly rose to a high pitech. One
epreacher inea parish church in the neighbourhood
of London celebrated the anniversary of the res-.
teration of KingQharles IT. by a sermon, in thch
th&pams of eternal damnanon were con&dent]g:
promised to polmcal disaffdetion. Romilly, men-
tlonmg toa friend ‘that the Reflections had got
"iffto a fodrteenth edition, wondered whether Burke -
was not rather ashamed of his success. 1t is when
we come to the rank -and file of redction, that we -
find it hard to forgive the man of genius who
made himself the oggan of their ,s'elﬁshness, their-



O

L
VIIL o DATE OF THE * RR¥LECTIONS s 223

timidity, ‘aitd their blindness. We T{now' that
the pafts' of hxs ertmgs on French aﬂ”aurs to
whith ‘they® would fly,,were ot likely %o be
{the parts ﬁlat calm mer® now read with sympathy,

‘but the scoldings, the screamings, the unworthy

vituperation with whih, especially in the latest
of them, he attacked everybody who.took part in

Jthe Revp!ntion, %rom Condorcet and ‘Lafayette

down to Marat and Couthon. It was the feet of
clay that they adored in their image, and not the"
head of fine gold and the breasts and the arms of
silver. ¢ N
On the continent of Europe tlre excitement was
ag greatamong the ruling classes as if was at
home. Mirabeau, who had made Burke’s acquaint-
ance some years before in Eﬁgland ané even beerr
his guest at Beaconsfield, now made the Reflections
the text of more than one tresndous phllxppm

‘lioms,XVI is said to have” transla.ted thes#Bok

into French JWith his own hand Catherine of
Russia, Voltaire’s 2dored Semiramis of the North,
the benefactress of Diderot,- the ready helper of
the philosophic party, pressed her congratulations
on the great pontiff of the old order, who now
thundered anathema. against the phllosophers and

“all thelr works o
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It is ifportant to remember the stage tha’c
the Revo]utwn had reached’ when Eufke was
composmb his attack upep it.  The'year 1790%as.
precisely the time when tHe hopes of th8 best men.
in Frence shone most brightly, and seemed most
reasonable. There had be®n disorders, and Paris
still had ferocity in her mien. But Robespierre
was an obScure figure on the babk bena%es of the ,

© Assembly. Nobody had ever heard of Danton.
“The name of Republic had ngver been so much,as
whispered.  The kmg still believed that con-
.smtutmnal mortarchy would leave him as much,
power a5 he desieed. He had voluntaril yone to
the Natjonal Assembly, and in simple Mnguage
had exhorted them all to' imitate his example by
‘professing the smglev opinion, the single interest,
" the single wish—attachment to the new consti:
t;ution‘ and ardeqf desire for - the peace and
hadpiness of France. The clergy, it is tru&wewﬂ
violently 1rr1tated by the spohatlon of their coods
"and the nobles had Crossed tHe Rhme to brood
im‘potentfy in the safety of Coblenz over projects
of & bloody revenge upon their own country. But .
France, meanwhile, paid little heed either to the
anger of the clercy or to the menaces of the em1-
. grant nobles, and at the very moment when Burke ‘
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was ertmg' his mpst sombre pages, Parig and the

provmces Were oelebrating with transportg of joy
and® en‘ohu;slasm the civie oath, the federntion, the
Zrestoration of concord to the land, the final estab-
lishment of freedom and justice in a regen®rated
France. This was thé happy scene -over which
Burke suddenly stretched out the right arm of
0| mspu%d prop‘het pointing to the cloud of

thunder and darkness gathering on the hills, and o

piaclaiming to them the doom that had been
" written upon the ¥all by the ﬁngers of an inexor-
able hand. It is no wondey thate When the cloud
.burst awd the doom was fulfilled men turned to
Burke, 8 they went of old to Ahithophek whose
counsel was as if a man had mquued of the oracle
of God. *
It is not to our purpose to “digcuss all the pro-
posn;lons advanced in the Reflectns, much less
them.  The hook is likegsome templé; by
whose structuxe and des1gn we allow ourselves to
be nnpressed without being careful to megsure the o

precise truth or fitness of the worship to which it '

was consecrated by its first founders. Just as the

student of the Politics of Aristotle may well accept

all the wisdom of it, without .caring to protest at

every turn against slavery as tlfe basis of a society,
' . Q
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80 we ma;' well cherish all the wisdom of the .
Reﬂcc@ons at thls,d1stance of fime, W1tﬁ01ﬂ; mark-
ing as aqubric on every .page that' halt‘ of these
impressive formule and inspiring declamatlons.
were Yrrelevant to the occasion that- called ‘them
forth, and exercised for th& hour an influence that
was purely mischievous. Time permits to ugthis
profitable lemty In reading tifis, the.ﬁrst of his,

o invectives, it is important, for the sake of clear

judgment, to put from our. minds the practjgal .
pohcy that Burke aftgrwards € untmngly urged
Tpon his couttgymen, As yet there is no exhor-
tation to England to mterfere We still Jisten to
‘the voigg of the statesman, and are not desfened by
the passionate cnes of the preacher of a crusade.
* When Burke wrote the Reﬂectwm he was justified

in cntlclsmg the Revolution as an extraordinary .

‘movement but Ml a movement professmg to be
coducted on thq'prmclples of rational andepract
able polities. They were ‘the pnnclples to whlch
competent onlookers like Jeffdrson and Morris had
expected the Assembly to conform, but to which -
the Assembly never conformed for an instant. It -
was on the principles of rational politics that Fox
and Sheridan admired it. On these principles
Burke condemned it. He declared that’ the

. L 4
L]
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methods of the Constﬂ:uent Assembly, yp to the
summ®r ‘of 1790, were unjugt,, precipitgte, de-
stthictive, whd without stabﬂlty Men had chosen
to bulld tﬁlen‘ house on the sands, and the winds «

" and the seas would speedlly beat against *it and
overthrow it.

His prophecy was fulfilled to the letter ‘What -
1s still !nore ifiportant for the credit of his
fores1ght is, that not only did his prophecyw
@ueé true, but it eame true for the reasons he
had fixed upon. *It was fhe constitution of the
Church, in which Burke say the avorst of the many
bad mjstakes of the Assembly' History, now

~ slowly whaking herself free from the passfons.of a’
century, agrees that the civil constitution of the
clergy was the measure which, mor® than any |
other, decisively put an end to whatever hopes
there might have been of a «€aceful tran.siti;i;_

—{%}e old order, to the neg. A still fMore
striking piece of fores1ght is the prediction of the
despotism of the N'apoleonlc Empire. Burke had |
compared the levelling policy of the Assembly in
their geometrical division of the departments, and
their isolation from one another of the bodies of
the state to the treatment a conquered country
receives at the hands of ite conquerors, Like
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Romans jn Greece or Macedon, the Pfench mno—_
vators ghad destroyed the bon&s\of unfon? under
colour ofeproviding for the mdependehee' ‘of éhch.
= ‘of their cities, “If the present prOJect of a,
 RepuBllic should fail,” Burke said, with a prescience’
* really profound, “all seclrities to a moderate
_ freedom fail with it. All the indirect restraints
which mltlgate despotism are retoved ; -ﬁnsomuch R
,that if monarchy should ever again obtain an
entire ascendancy in France under this or any other '
dynasty, it W111 probably be, ¥ not voluntarily
temperegd at settmg ouf by the wise and virtuous
counsels of the %rince, the most complegely ar-
'bitrafry opower that ever appeared onm™earth.”
.Almost at the same moment Mirabeau was secretly
‘writing to the king that their plan of reducing all
= citizens to a single class would have delighted
Bkche.heu. Thigeeual surface, he said, facilitates
the “exercise of gower: and many rei; in g
absolute government 3 Would not have done as much
W8S this gingle year of revoluhon for the royal
authorlty ‘Time showed that Burke and Mirabeau
‘were right. :
History ratifies nearly all Burke’s strictures on
the levity and precipitancy. of the first set of
‘actors 'in the revolutionary drama. ‘No part of
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the Rqﬁect’ wons is, Imore energetic than the denun-

ciatiod of geometnc and litesaty methogds; and
these “drd ‘just what ¢he modern explorer hits
. upon, as one of the fatal secrets of the catastrophe.
De Tocqueville's chapter on the causés that
made literary men the principal persons in France, ¢
and the effect th1s had upon the  Revolution
(Bk. III ech. 1) is only a little too cold to pass
for Burke’s own, Qumebs work on the Revoluy
.&on- is ,one long sermon, full of eloquence and
cogency, upon fhe incapacity and blindness_of
the.men who undertook the conduct of 3 tremen-
dous ‘erisis upon mere litérary" methods, without
the mOral courage to obey the logic of their beliefs,
with the student’s ignorange of the eager passion
and rapid imagination of multitudes bf men, with
the pedant’s misappreciation of,a people, of whom .
it has been said by one of tirefaselves, that thee
%Was a nation more led by its sensations and
less by its pmnmples Comte, again, points im-'
Ppressively to the Revolution as the geriod that
illustrates more decisively than another the perll
of confounding the two great functions of specu-
lation and political action: and he speaks with
jugt reprobatign of the preposterous idea in the
philosophie. politicians of the epoch, that society
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was 8t their dlsposa,l mdependent of lts past '
development, devoid of inherents 1mpulses and
easﬂy cap#ble of being morglly regenerated'by ﬂxe
mere modlﬁcatlon of legislative rules. . e

. What then was it that, m the midst of- so muchi ™
‘perspicacity as to detail, blinded Burke at the time
when he wrote the Reflections, to the true nature
of the movement? Is it not thls that he judges o
the Revolution as the solution of a merely political
- question? If the Revolutiof had been merelyp.
_ "I:io.l'itical,, his judgment would haVe been adequate.

The question was Qmich.deeper It was a social

question that burned under the surface of what
seemed m more than a modification of eXternal

'm'angements That JBurke was alive to the

existence of “social problems, and that he was even
tormented by therg, we know from an incidental
pasgage in the Befions. There he tells us how

often he had reflecked, and ngver reflected W

feeling, upon the mnumerable servile and degrading
Hcgupations to which by the socxa,l economy 8o
.many . wretches are inevitably doomed. He had
ppondered whether there could be any means of
rescuing these unhappy people from their miser-
able industry without disturbing the natural cougse
of things; and impedihg the great wheel of circuia
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" tion that i8 turned by their labour. ThlS is the
®  vein o} tlle strikity passage ip ;ns first cpmpos1-
tioh that of have already quoted (p. 22). Burke
., did not yet see, and probably never saw, that one .
LT key to the events which astonished and exasferated
him was simply that®the persons most urgently °
concerned had taken the riddle which perplexed
him, mto‘theu' own hands, and had in ﬁery earnest
set about their own deliverance. The pith of thg
.Rgvolution up to 1700 was less the political con- -
stitution, of whith Burke says so much, and sc
much that is true, than the sqpial and geonomic
transfermation, of which he say®so little. It was
not a%yuestion of the power of the kipg, or” the
measure of an electoral circumscription, that made
the Revolution ; it was the iniquitous distributioh
of the taxes, the scourge of the"militia, service, the
'scourge_ of the road service, the-cestructive tyrangty .
ed in the vast preserve&of wild game, the
vexatlous 1ights and imposts of the lords of
manors, and all ‘the other odious burdens and
heavy impediments on the prosperity of the thmfty
and industrious part of the nation. If he had
seen ever so clearIy that one of the most important
sides of the Revolumon in progress was the rescue
of the tiller of the soil, Burke would still ¢ doubtless
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have v1ewe?1 events with ‘bitter susp!clon For -«
the progess could‘ not be executdd Wlthou% disturb-
ing the natural  course of things, ‘and -with®ut

- violating his principle that Bl changes sfiould- find .
us with our minds tenacious of justice and t;enderM

e of property. ‘A closer exanfination than he chose

. to give of the current administration alike of justice
and of property under the old syStem, wJuld have ,
gxplained to him that an hour had come in which
the spirit of property and of.justice compelledba.
supersessmn of the letter. o

*If Bugke had'igslsted on rigidly keepmg sensi-

bility to the wroifgs of the French people gout of
the discugsion, on the ground that the whole sub-
ject was one for positive knowledge and logical
ihference, his position would have been intelligible
and defensible, He followed no such course. His
ggmdmg turns consf.antly to arguments from feel-
ing; but it is alwgys to feeling on one sidexqnd §;
a sensibility that is only alive to the, consecrated "
force -of hlstonc associations. “How much pure.
“and uncontrolled emotion had to do with What
ought to have been the reasoned judgments of his
understanding we know on his'own evidence. He
had sent the proof-sheets of a part of his book to
Sir. Phlhp Francis. « They containdd the famous
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.passage deScribing the French queen as he had’

seen Ner®sevengedn years before at Ve;sa.llles
Francis blanfly wrote tq him tha in his opinion,
. all Burke’s eloquence about Marie Antoinette was .
1o better than pure foppery, and he refemed to
the queen herself as®no better than Messalina, o
Burke was so excited by this that his son, in a
, Tather ofﬁslous 1&ter, begged Francis not to repeat
such stlmulatmv remonstrance. What is interesty
ipg in the incident, is Burke’s own reply. He
knew nothmg, he*said, of the story of Messalina,
and declined the obhgatlon of pfoving Judlclally
the vigtues of all those whom e saw suffering
wrong=and contumely, before he endeagoured to
interest others in their sufferings, and before en-
deavouring to kindle horror against midnight
assassins at backstairs and their more wicked
abettors in pulpits, And theg he went on, “I teﬂ <
Qu again that the recollection of the manner in
which I saw the Quéen of France in the year
1774 [1773] aifd the contrast between that
brilliancy, splendour, and beauty, with® the pros-
trate homage of a nation to her, and the abomin-
able scene of 1789 which I was describing,
dwl draw tears from me and wetted my paper.
These tears came again inte my eyes almost ag
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'-often as 1 ®looked at the descnptmnl—they may

»

again.”| . :
The agswer lvas obviqus. It was 'well,to pity
the unmerited agonies of Marie Antomefte though

_ as yet®we must remember she had suffered nothmg

beyond the indignities of the days of Octoberiat‘

- Versailles. But did not the protracted agonies of

a nation deServe the tribute of a®tear ? fAs Paine
ﬁsked were men to weep over the plumage iind

* forget the dying bird? The bulk of t;he people
' must labour, Burke told them, “to obtain what by
- ldbour can be Objamed and when they find, as

i\

- they commonly do, the ‘suceess d1sproport19ned to
the endegvour, they must be taught their eensola-

tion in the final proPor’mons of eternal justice.”

'%Vhen we learn that a Lyons silk weaver, working

.as hard as he could for over seventeen hours a-
day, could not eafy, money enough to procure the

-tn
_ most bare and urgent necessaries of subaisteng

K

we. may know with what bemgmty of brow eter-
_ nal Justxce must have presented herself in the
garret of* that hapless wretch. It was no idle
abstraction, no metaphysical ‘right of man for
which the French cried, but only the practical
right of bemg permitted, by their own toil, o save
themselves and the little ones abdut their knees
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- from hungefand cuel death. The mainmortable

serfs of ecclesw@tlcs are vanously said to have

_« beert a mﬂ‘lfon and a nulhon ard a half at the
_time of tbe Bevolutlon . Burke’s horror, as he
thought of the priests and prelates who left p8laces

and dignities to earr® a scanty living by the

-;drudgery of teaching their language in strange

Jlands, shc.)tbld hav® been alleviated by the thought
that a million or more of men were rescued from,, -
ghastly material misary. Are we to be so over-
whelmed with sofrow for the pitiful destiny of
the men of exalted rank and sacgeﬂffunctign, asto
have ng tears for the forty thowmand serfsin the
gorges®f the Jura, who were held in deaq -hand by :
the Bishop of Samt-CIaude?

The simple truth is that Burke did not knows
enough of the subject about which he was writing.

- When he said, for instarice, thatthe French‘pefom.._
K89 pessessed all the elements, of a constitution
that might Re made nearly as good as could be
wished, he said what many of his contemporaries
knew, and what all subsequent investigation ahd®
meditation have proved, to be recklessly ill-con-
sidered and untrue. As to the social state of
France, his information ‘was still worse. He saw
the dangers and disorders of ¢he new system, but
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_he saw a very httloe way 1nto the‘ more cruel .
dangers and d1sordets of - the qld Matkintosh
rephed bo thed Reﬂectzqns with thamlinesseand
temperance in the Vindicie Gallica® Thomas .
Paine replied to them with an energy, courage,
‘o and eloquence worthy of hi# cause, in the Rights of '
~ Man. But the substantial and decisive reply to
Burke cathe from his former eorrespo&dent the.
ofarmer at Bradfield in Suffolk. Arthur Young
published his Travels in Erance some . eightegn
months after the Rqﬂectwns (1%92), and the pages
of the twenty-ﬁ1§t chapter in which he closes his .
performance ase luminous eriticism of the ‘most
1mportant side_ of the Revolution, are worth a
hundred times more than Burke, Mackintosh, and
*Paine all put together. Young afterwards became
panic—ébricken but hig book remained. There the
..:..anbe; ‘plainly entirgerates without trope or invee-
Bve the intolerable burdens under which the grégt
©
mass of the French people fiad for long yea,rs‘gean
groaning. It was the removal of these burdens
® tifat mad® the very heart’s core of the Revolution,
and gave to France the new life that so soon -
astonished and terrified Europe. Yet Burke seems
profoundly unconscious of the whole of them., He
even bo.ldly agserts ,that, when th® several orders
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met in thembaﬂhaoes in 1789 to chooSe their re-
present8tives anﬂ. raw up their grlevanoes and
insttuctients ih no one’pf these Jnstruc.tlons did
‘they charge, or even hint at, any of those things
" that had drawn upon the usurping Assembdy the
detestation of the rati®nal part of mankind. He .
could not have made a more enormous blunder.
o There was.not a #Ingle great change mdde by the
Assembly that had not been demanded in the‘
lisgs of gnevances »9ent up by the nation to
Versailles. The 'd1v131on of the kingdom into
districts, and the proportmmgg of the repré-
sentatign to taxes and populatmng the suppressmn
of the®ntendants; the suppression of all monks and
the sale of their goods and estates ; the abolition of
feudal rights, duties, and services ; the alienation oft
the king’s domains ; the demolition of the Bastille;
these and all else were in thePrayers of Iﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁ::.
» pgtitione the country had laid at Lhe feet of: the king.
If this were merely an mmdental blunder in a
fact, it might be of no importance. But it was a
blunder that went to the very root of the disclis-*
sion. The fact that France was now at the back:;
of the Assembly, inspiring its counsels and ratify- |
mg its decrees, was the cardinal element, and thls’]
is the fact which at this stage Burke systematlcallyf
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ignored.. That he sl?ould have so ignored it, left
him in"‘a curious position, fort left him evithout
any ratlonal e&planatlon of the sbwices ofethe
policy that kindled his® indignation ®and con-
temps A publicist -can never be sure of hlsk )
position until he can explain to hlmself ‘even
.what he does not wish to justify to others. Burke v
T thought 1t enough to dwell upon thg® immense '
| number of lawyers in the Assembly, and to show
that lawyers are naturally bad statesmen. He
| did ‘not look the state of thmgs sbeadﬂy in’ the
{face He set all dowd to the ignorance, folly,
}and witkednesse of tfe French leaders., This
was as shallow as the way in which his enemles
| the’ ph1losophers used to set down the superstltlon
of eighteen genturies fo the craft of priests, and all
defects in the government of Europe to the cruelty
%f}s How*it came about that priests and -
t?i"ants acquired then' irresistible power ovgr men’s
minds, they never inquire. And Burke never
, inquired into the enthusiastic acqulescence of the -
'nablon, ar®, what was most remarkable of all the .
! acquiescence of the army, in the strong measures
i of the Assgambly. Burke was in truth so appalled -
{, by the magnitude of the enterprise on which-
France had embarkeg, that he forgdt for once fhe
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'necessu;y in pohtlcal affau:s of senously under-
standiftg the ongmatmg conditions of thmgs He
was strangel}y content JFith the prlana.tlons that
“came frofn the ma.hgnants at Coblenz, and he

L actually told Francis that he charged the diforders

not on the mobybut ot the Duke of Orleans and

Mirabeau, on Barnave and Bailly, on Lameth and

Lafayebt&.who h#d spent immense sunis of money,

and used innumerable arts, to stir up the populacg

ﬂ].roughout France tp the commission of the enor-

_ mities that were shocking the conscience of Europe.;

His imagination broke loose His practical reasdnf _

was mastered by somethlng deeper in him than;

reasomt

This brings us to remark a really smgula.r
trait. 1In spite of the predommance-of practicad
sagacity, of the habits and spirit of public busi-

ness, of vigorous actuality ip *Burke’s m

yet at the bottom of all his thoughts about com-

munities and govertments there lay a certain
mysticism. ‘It was no irony, no literary trope,

. when he talked of our having taught the’ Ameridan

* husbandman “ piously to believe in the mysterious .

virtue of wax and parchment.” He was using no

1dle epithet when he described the disposition of

a stupendous *wisdom, “maulding together the -



240 ., - . BURKE -~ o .em'p.
. . ,
great mystermus incorporation of the uman race.”

To hirg there actually was an element 8 tystery
in the cehesmn\of nen ejn sometws'tn*pohﬁcal_
obedience, in the sanctity of contract ; ®in all the

- fabrid®of law and charter and- obligation, whetlter

written or unwrltten that *s th@"bheltermg bul-

-~ wark between civilisation and barbarism. -When

reason and’ history had contribufed all #ﬁey could
do the explanation, it seemed to bhim as if ‘the
vital force, the secret of organisation, the bindjng

. fra,mework must still come front the’ 1mpenetrable

regions peyond ‘r’easomgg and beyond history.
There was andther powerful conservative writer

of that gge, whose genius 'was aroused to a '

protest against the rgvolutionary spirit as vehe- - .
‘ment as Barke’s. This was Joseph de Maistre,
one of the most-learned, witty, and acute of all

we<feactgnary philosophers. - De Maistre wrote a

book on ‘the Gegerative Prmmple of Political
Constitutions. He could- only find this principle

* in.the operation of. occult and supernatural forces,
.producmg the half-divine legmla,tors who figure

mysteriously in the early history of nations, .
Hence he held, and with astonishing ingenuity
enforced, the doctrine that nothmg else copld
dehver Europe from the Satanic forces of Tevo-
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‘Tution—he® used the Word.Satamc in all literal
serloumess-—saye ‘the divinely jnspired supremacy
-of she Pope No natuggl operab(ons seemed at all
- adequate ®either to produce or to maintain the
* mrarvel of a coherent society. We are rerfinded
of a professorwl(o in the fantastic days of geology,
explained the Pyramids of Egypt to be the remains -
of a vol'&anlc efuption that had forced its way
upWards by a slow and stately motion ; the hieros
glyphs were crystalline formations ; a.nd the shaft
of the great Pyramid was the. air-hole of a volcano,
. De Maistre preferred a 81m11ar gxblanatiop of the
monstrgus structures of modern sdciety., The hand
of mak could never have reared, and cogld never
upbold them. If we canpnot say that Burke
laboured in constant travall with the® same per-’
plexity, it is at least true that he was- keenl
alive to it, and that one of the reasons Wy he™
dreaded $o see a finger laid upog a smgle stone of
a single political editice, was his consciousness
that he saw mo answer to the perpetual enlgma
how any of these edifices had ever been %ullt and
how the passion, violence, and waywardness of -
the natural man had ever been persuaded to bow
thexr necks to the strong yoke of a common social
dlsclphne NeVer was mystieism more ynseason--

L4 . R
®
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able ; never was an hour when en rfeeded more -
‘carefully to remempber Burke’s owmp wis8 pfactical
_ DPrecept, when 1Y was tading about ‘the British
- rule in India, that we must throw a sacred veil
" over the beginnings of government, Many wobs
. mlght perhaps have been® saveX~to Europe, if
-+ Burke had applied this maxim to the government
of the new France. ° c°. : .
® Much has always been said about the incon- -
sistency between Burke’s enmity to the Revolutiop -
-and his enmity to Lord North in®one set of circum-
stances,.and to Warren Hastings in another. The
pamphleteers of %the day made selections feom the
> speecheseand tracts of his happier time, awel the
seeming contrast had its effect. + More candid
- .opp,onent.s dmitted then, as all competent persons
" e=admit now, that the inconsistency was verbal
- %rﬁci&l " Weatson, the Bishop of Llandaff,
was only one of giany Who observed very early |
that this was the unmlstakable temper of Burke’s
mmd “1 admlred as everybody did,” he
sald “the talents, but not the principles of Mr. -
Burke; his opposition to the Clerical Petition, [for’~.
_ ‘relaxation of subscription, 1772] first excited my
* suspicion of his being a High Churchman i in re-
ligion, apd a Tory, perhaps an arisfocratic Tory, in
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. thestate.” *Burkewhad indeed never been gnything .
else than a cgns&rvative. He was like Falkland,
whd had l;i%terly assailedl Straffdhd and* Finch on
. the same principles on which, after the outbreak
of the civil war, he consented to be Secre‘:ary of
State to King ﬁﬂes.. Coleridge is borne out by ¢
a hundred passagss, when he says that in Burke’s
« writings ,8 the beginning of the American Revo-
lution and in those at the beginning of the FrencH®,
Reyolutiqn, the printiples are the same and the
deductions are the same ; ‘the practical inferences
are almost opposite in the one case from those
drawn ¢n the other, yet in both e(fually legitimate.
It wold be better to say that they wemld have
been equally legitimate, if Burke had been as right,
in his facts, and as ample in his knowledge in the -
case of France, as he was in the case of
We feel, indeed, that partly®from want of this
kﬁowledge, he has gone too farefrom some of the
wise maxims«of an earlier tige. What has become
. of the doctrine that all great public collgetions of
men—he was then speaking of the House of Com-
" mons—“ possess a marked love of virtue and an
abhorrence of vice”?' Why was the French
Assgmbly not to have the benefit of this admir-

-

. * .
1 American Taxation. -
L ] . .
.
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able geperalisation? What Las betome of ali
~ those ssayings - akout the presumptlon ®in all *
disputes °betwee nations and ‘rulerd,” “‘bemg at-
least JUpon a par in favour of the people nd_
e populace never rebelling from passion for atta&k
® but from impatience of suﬁenng "And where is -
- now the gtrong dictum, in the letter to the Sheriffs
~of Bmstol that “ general rebelhons and. ;‘evolt;s of .
"a, whole people never were encouraged, nOW or at

* any time; they are always rovoked?? | o ®.
“When all these thijngs have been noted to-
hold aeman t0 diis fprmule without reference
to their special hpplication, is pure pedanéry, and
'the mosé foolish pedantry. Burke was t¥s 'last
,man to lay down gny. political proposmon not
subject to® the ever varying interpretation of
ircumstances, and independently of the particular _
use bhat was to be made of it. - Nothing universal,
he had always sgid, can Dbe ratlonally-aﬁirmed
on any moral or political subJect The lines of
morahty, again, are never ideal lines of mathe-
matlcs but are broad and deep as well as long,
admitting of exceptions, and demanding modifica-
tions.  “These exceptions and modifications are
made, not by the process of logic, but by the gules
of prudgnce. Prudence is ‘not onlv first in rank
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of the virtlies, pajitical and moral, but she is the

directdr, the regulator, the stapdard of them all

As®no morstl questlons #re ever dbstractsquestions,

. ‘this, before I judge upon any abstract proposition,

" nfust be embodied in circumstances ; fory since

_ things are 1 and wrong, morally speaking, e

only by their relation and connection with other
things, t&s very ‘question of what it is politically
right to grant, depends upon its relation to it®
affpets.” | “ Circumstances,” he says, never Weary:"

- of laymg down hi8 great nofion of political method b

““give, in reality; to everg poltical pringiple its j
~ distinguishing colour and discfiminating eﬁ’ect}
The ®vircumstences are what render egery civil
and political 'scheme benefjcial or obﬁoxious to
mankind.” . .
This is ‘at once the weapon with which.
would have defended his own congistency, and™
attacked the absolute proceedlv,gs in France. He}
changed hig front, but he never changed hls!“
ground. He was not more passmnate aoamst
the” proscription in France, than he “had been.
against the suspension of Habeas Corpus in the
American war. “I flatter myself,” he said in the
Reflections, « that I love a manly, moral, regulated
liberty.” Ten years before*he had sgid, “The

-

2
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liberty, qheeon]y libeery I méaq, is a Yberty con- -
© nected ewith order.” The court. tgied to Bgulate
 liberty tos severéiy It fegnd in him fm inflexdble
opponent;. Demagogues tried to remove the regu- .
latlons of liberty. They encounteled in him the
© “ bitterest and most unceasmg of aM”remonstrants.
The arbitrary majority in the House of Commons :
forgot for whose benefit they fleld pmver, from
%hom they derived their authority, and in what
description of government itewas that they haga
place. Burke was the ‘most valfint and strenuous
champlqn in the Tagks qf the independent minority.
He withstood to ‘the face the king and the king’s
friends. ofe withstood to the face Charle® Fox-
and the Friends of the People. He may have
‘been wrong in both, or in either, but it is un-
~ easonable to tell.us‘ that he turned back in his
- *™course; that he wama revolutionist in 1770, and
_ a reactionist in 1790 ; that he was in is sane
mind when he opposed the supremacy of the
; court, but that his reason was tottering when he
opposed the supremacy of the Faubourg Saint-

- Antoine, - S

There is no part of Burke’s career at which we
" may not find evidence of his mstmctlve and un-
dying repugnance to the critical or revolutlonary
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gpirit ande all 1ts works. #From the’ early days
whenshe *had parodled Bohngbroke down to the
latér finree tvhen he genounceﬂ Condorcet as a
~ fanatical® atheist, with “every dlsposmon to the
lowest as well as the highest and most determined
villainies,” Ie-#varMbly suspected or denounced
everybody, virtuous or vicious, high-minded or
ignoble,%vho inquired with too keerd ‘a scrutiny
itto the foundations of morals, of religion, of
) ‘soclal order. To egamine with a curious or un-
favourable eye she bases of established opinions,
was to show a leaning bo anarohy, to atheismpor -
" to ugbridled libertinism. Alma,dy we Rave seen
hows three years after the pubhcatgm of his
- Thoughts on the Present Discontents, and seventeen
years before the composition of the Reflections, he
denounced the philosophers with a fervour and a
vehemence which he never a{‘terwardm
‘When ,a few of the clergy petlﬁloned to be relieved
from some of the seferities of subscription, he had
resisted them on the bold ground that the truth
of a proposition deserves less attenti®n than the
effect of adherence to it upon the established order
of things. “I will not enter into the question,”
h.e told the House of Commons, “how much truth
is preferable Yo peace. Perhaps truth may be far
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better. But? as we hdve: scax’?cely evep the same
certainty in’ the one that we ha‘ve in the other, 1
would, unlgss the (ruth wege ev1dent *indesq, hold
fast to peace” In that intellectual restlessness,
to whieh the world is so deeply indebted, Burke

o could 'recognise but scanty‘merﬁ-—l' imself the

most industrious and active-minded of men, he
was ever sober in cutting the ®hannel® of his
astivity, and he would have had- others .eqliaHy
moderate. Perceiving that plain and nghteous
conduct is the end of hfe in ‘this eworld, he prayed L
mén not_to be over-cumous in searching for, and
handlmg, and. agmn handhng, the theoretig base
on which the prerogatives of virtue pepose.- &ro-
vided that there was peace, that is to say, so much
of fair happisess and c:mtent as is compaitible with
the conditions of the human lot; Burke felt that a

. quuisitivﬁqess as to its foundations was

+

not only idle but cruel.

If the world contmues to’read the Reﬂectwns
and reads it withea new admiration “not dimin-
%shéd by fhe fact that on the special issue its
tendency is every day more clearly discerned
_to have been misleading, we may be sure that it
1is not for the sake of such things as the precise

{character of the Revolution of 1688, where, i’or
i .
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that mattef, constitutional writers have shown

abundahtly thats Burke was nearly as mech in!
the ercxrg a8 Dr. Sachewerell. Wor hasethe book f
Jived, merely by its gorgeous rhetoric and high
emotlons, though, these have been contriButing
elements. Iﬁlves bocause it contains a senti-
ment, a method a set of informal principles,
whlch a.\v&kened into new life after the Revolu-
gion, rapidly transformed the current ways of
thipking ,and feeling about all the most serious
objects of our aftention, jand have powerfull
_helped to give a richer sgbstance to all gnodern
literatwee. In the Reflections we have the first
great™sign that the ideas on government and
philosophy that Locke had peen the chief agent
in setting into European circulatiofl, and that’
had carried all triumphantly before them through-
out the century, did not comprehend m
truth nor the deepest truth aboy human character
—the relatiops of men and the union of men in
society. It has often been said that the armoury
from which the French phllosophers of the
eighteenth century borrowed their weapons was
furnished from England, and it may be added as
truly that the reaction against that whole scheme
of thought cante from England. In one sense we

*
-



260, o PURKE o oxAP,
may call the Re_ﬂectwns a p011t10a1 pamphlet, but
it is much more than this, just 43 the® m8vement
against which 1tqc_'as leveled was m¥eh mpredhan
abpolitical movement. The Revolution® rested on_
a phtlosophy, and Burke conf{'onted it with ‘an
r{ antagonistic philosophy. °Those #r& but super-
ﬁcml readers who fail to see at how many points
i Burke, while seeming only to déhl w1thﬁ1e French |
Omonarchy and the British constitution, w1th Dr..
Price and Marie Antoinetée, was in fact agd
exactly because he dealt with *them in the com-
prehengive spirtt gf true phLIanphy, turning men’s
minds to an aﬁtxtude from which not aaly the
political gncidents of the hour, but the cerrent
ideas about religion, psychology, the very nature
*of human eknowledge, would all be seen in a
changed light and clothed in new colour. All
TeaITy profound speculation about society comes
in time to touchgthe heart of every other objéet -
of speculation,” not by diréetly contributing new
truths or directly corroboratmg old ones, but by
sétting men to consider the consequences to life
of different opinions on these. abstract subjects,
and their relations to the great paramount interests
‘of society, however those interests may happen at
the tlme to be conceived. Burke’$ book marks a

—



. .
Vi o PHILOSOPHIC REAGTION N + 251

turning-po#at in htermy hfstmy, because it was

. the signalefor bhe reaction over the whole,field of.
thourrb.tr into® which thg Revolytmn drpve manyf;
. of the fiflest-minds of the next generation, by’

snowmg the supposed consequences of pure indi-
vidualistic Monahsnf.

‘We need not attempt to work out the details
of this .?axtensioﬁ of a political reaction into a
universal reaction in philosophy and poetry. Any
.gne may easily think out for himself what conse-
quences in act afid thouaht as well as in govem-
ment, would be likely to ﬂow foy example, from ofie
of theemost permanently adnurabie sides of Burke’s
teacking—his, respect for the collectivg reason of
men, and his sense of the impossibility in politics
and morals of considering the indwidual apart
from the experience of the race. “ We are afraid,”
he says, “to put men to lige®and trad®egch “on

his own private stock of reasgn, because we sus- -

pect that this stock’in each man is small, and
that the md1v1duals would @ better to avail
themselves of the general bank and®capital’ of®
nations and of ages. Many of our men of specula-

tion, instead of exploding gemeral prejudices, employ”

thgir sagacitg/ to discover the lalent wisdom which
prevasls in them. If they find what they seek,

4 .
‘e
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and they seldom . fa11°they think 1t Hore wise to
continge the prejudlce with the oJeasoft ifrolved,
than to cast away the cgat of prejudliceand to
leave nothing but the naked reason®: because .
preJuélce with its reason has a motive to give
action to that reason, and &n affectfb’ which will
give it permanence. Prejudlce is of ready ap-
phcatlon in the emergency ; it Ifrevmusly engages .
she mind in a steady course of wisdom and virfue,
and does mnot ieave the man hesitating in t,hp
moment of decision, sceptlcal %puzzled, and un-
resolved. Pre_]lrdgze renders a man’s virtue his
habit, and not ®a series of wunconnected acts.
Through just prejudice, his’ duty becomes a®part
‘of his nature.” - Is nop this to say, in other words,
that in evemy man the substantial foundations of
action consist of the accumulated layers various
géhergtfoRs of anlegtors have placed for him;
.that the greater part of our sentiments act most '
effectively when they act’ most- mechanically,
and by the methdds of an unquestioned sysbem ;

® that alth8ugh no rule of conduct or spring of

-action ought to- endure that does not repose in -
sound reason, yet this naked reason is in itself’

a less effective means of influencing action than -
when it e.xists as. oxe part of a fabric of ancient

A‘.P
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and endesred agso‘giatioﬁ, Interpx’ete:l by a
mobil® genius, and expanded by a poetic Ipagina-
tiom, alt this’ became fe foun}ation from which

, the.phﬂoﬁophy of Coleridge started, and, as Mill
hs shown in a famous essay, Coleridge wes the
great apqsﬁ?of the c8nservative spirit in England
_ in its best form. ’

Thou:gh Burk® here, no doubt, found a true
baSe for the philosophy of order, yet perhas
.gondorcet or Barnave might have justly asked
him whether, when we thus realise the strong. -
and immovable foundatiosls that are laid in ofir
charaeter before we are born, titere could be any
occmion, as g matter of fact, for the.vehement
alarm that moved Burke lest a few lawyers, by
a score of parchment decr:aes, shoubd overthrow
the venerated sentiments of Europe about justice
and about property ? Should he not h#® known
better than most men the foreg, of the self-protect-
ing elements of sociefy ? )

This is not a convenient phace for discussing
the issues between the school of ord®r and the®
school of progress, It is enough to have marked
Burke’s position in one of them. The Reflections
plizces him among the great Conservatives of
history. Perhaps the only Englisl:ma.n with

4 .
-9
L N
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whom m thls respec% he ma) be cBmpared, is
_Sir Thqmas More - that virtuous gnd elbqifent re-

~ actionist of the erenth cwltury ‘Mote abouraled | v

in light, in intellectual interests, in sm(ﬂe-mmded

- care for the common weal. He Wwas as anxious as
any man of his time for thé 1mprov€( ordermg of
‘the Church but he could not endure that reforma-
tion should be bought at the pride of bmakmg up
the anéient spiritual unity of Europe. He was

willing:to slay and be slain rather than he woylg.

tolerate the destructlon of the dld faith, or assent
to the violence of the n.ew statecraft. He viewed
Thomas CromweM’s policy of reformation, just as
Burke vigwed Mirabeau’s policy of revolution.
Burke too, we may be very sure, would as will-
Ingly have sent Mirabeau and Bailly to prison or
the block, as More sent Phillips to the Tower and
Bainhgn®™o the stake. For neither More nor
Burke was of thg gentle contemplative spirit,
which the first dlsorder of a new Society just
burstlng into life® merely overshadows with sad-

° defling regrets and poetic gloom. The old har- -

mony was to them so bound up with the purpose
and meaning of life, that to wage active battle for
the gods of their reverence was the irresistiple
instinct of f self-preservation. More‘had an excuse

4
P-4 "



vil 4 e SIR THOMAS MOKE s - !55

which Burke had nof, for th# principle of persecu-

tion wes oaccegtea by the best minds’ pf the

sixtgenth certury, but y the best mingds of the

eighteentlPit was emphatically repudiated.

_ = Another illustrjous name of Burke’s owm era-

" rises to ou}}ips, as We ponder mentally the too
scanty list of those who have essayed the great.
. and hard.y._task of® reconciling order wifh progress.

Turgot is even a more imposing figure than Burke

h.in.lself. .The impressiox; made. upon us by the

pair is indeed wery different, for Turgot was

austere, reserved, distant, a'.. man of many .silenceﬁ

and myich suspense ; while Burke, as we know,

was eimaginatjve, -exuberant, unrestrai.ned, and,

like some of the greatest actors on the stage of

human affairs, he had associated his ewn person-*
ality with the. prevalence of right ideas and good

influences. In Turgot, on fht other ®ungd, we

discern something of the isolatjon, the sternness,
the disdainful melancholy of Tacitus. He even

rises out of the eager crowd Of the Voltairean -
age with some of that austere mofal indPg-
nation and haughty astonishment with which
. Dante had watched the stubborn ways of men
centuries before. On one side Turgot shared
the conservati®m of Burke, though, perhaps, he

" L 4

M .
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would hfrdly haved giveny it thatename. He
habitudlly’ corrected the hea(‘ilgno insistence of *
the revolutlonar philogpphers, hise friendy by
remmdmg them that neither pity, dbr benevo- -
lence, nor liope can ever d1s}gense with ]ust‘.lce
and he could never endtire to W of great
changes bemg wrought at the cost of this sove-
reign quality, - Like Burke, he held ﬁst to the
oloctrine that everything must ~be done for‘the 5
multitude, but nothmg by them. Like Burke, he :
realised how close are the linksthat bmd the suc- .
eessive generatlons of fnen, and make up the long
chain of human l.nstory .Like Burke, he never
believed ghat the human mind has,any spondane-
ous inclination to Welcome pure truth. Here,
-howevg_ar, isevisible between them a hard Hne of
division. It is not error, said Turgot, that
opposescshe progregs of truth; it is indolence,
obstmacy, and the spirit ‘of routine. But thén
Turgot enjoined upon us th make it the aim of
life to do battle ¢n ourselves and others with all
this indo¥ence, obstinacy, and spirit of routine in’
the world; Burke, on the contrary, gave to
these bad things gentler names, surrounded them .
- with the picturesque associations of the p.a'st,
and in the vast cquvulsion of Ris time threw
L J ) . ’
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. all his paslion ard iall his‘gem'us on their side.
Will ahy feadensdoubt which ofethese two fypes of
the'schbol Ot order and Yustice, #oth of them noble,
is the more valuable for the race, and the worthler
and more g¢imula#ing g Jdeal for the 1nd1v1dua1?

Tt is not certain that Burke was not sometimes
for a moment startled by the suspicion .that he
o mlght unt!Wares be fighting against the truth. In
* the midst of flaming and bitter pages, we now a.nd
again fee} a cool bredth from the distant region of
a half-pensive tolerance, o1 'do not think,” he
says at the close of the chkctwn,s to the person to
whom %hey were addressed, « that my sentiments
are fikely to alter yours. I do not knowPthat they
ought. You are young; yeu cannot guide, but,
must follow, the fortune of your country But
hereafter they may be of some yse to yoy, in some
future form which your comrfonwealth may'take.
In the present it can hardly réfnain ; but before
its final setthement, it may be obliged to pass, as
one of our poets says, ‘through great vgrieties of o
untried being,’ and in all its transmigrations to be
purified by fire and blood.” .

He felt in the midst of his angry hate that what
be tgok for seething chaos, might after all be the

struggle ul.)wards of .th‘e germs of order,» Among
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~ the latex words that ?16 wroth qn the'Revolution
“were these .—«If a"great chanae‘.ls td b& made

in humafl affairey’ the nfinds of mbn Wil be
ﬁtted to' it; the gemeral opinions and feehngs

will draw that way. Every\fear 1)very hope .

opposing.this mighty current m human affairs,

: Wﬂl appear rather to resist the decre&a of Pro-

wdence itself, than the mere designs of mén.”
We can only regret that thee Jays of the megs

ivinior did not shine yith a mdre steadfast light;

" and that a spmt erhiok, amid the- sharp press of

manifold cares and distractions, had ever vbrated

with lpftpsympathles, was not nowe more contant

,to its faith in the beneficent powers and processes
. of the Unséen Time.

‘will forward it; and then' they who persist in

-
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BURKE AND HIS PARTY———PROGRESS. OF THE

Rﬂ.VOLUClION—IRELAND—-—LAST YEARS . )
.{‘QR soge months ®after the publication of the
Reflections, Burk® kept yp the relations of an
armed peace with his old. pohtxcal friends. The
India# impeachment went on, ‘and in Decem-
- ber®(1790) tlkere was a private meetdmg on. the
business connected with it,.between Pitt, Burke
Fox, and Dundas, at the house of the Speaker
It was described by one who knew, as most:
amiable, and there seems to have been a general
impression in the world at thie moment that Fox
might by spme means be mduced to join Pitt.
What troubled the slumbers of good Whigs like
. Gilbert Elliot, was the prospect of Fox com— _
mitting himself too strongly on French affairs.
* Burke himself was in the deepest dejection at the
prgspeet ; for Fox did not cease to express the
-most unqualified disapproval of the Peflections;

c’. \
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- he thout,ht that, even'in ponlt of confposition, it-
was the worst thipg that Burkeedhad ve? pub-
lished. ~ ¢ was alsgady fedred that hid fméndshlp
for Sheridan was drawing him farther away f,rom
Burke with whom Shendan hatl quarpelled, ‘info

® 4 course of politics that would both damage his

'—y ad

own reputamon and break up the stronfr‘umon of
which the Duke of Portland Wwas the pommal

New floods in France had hot yet cargjed ba,ck.
- the ship of state into raging Waters. Pitt was
thmkmg so little of d'mger from that country that -
he had plunged ‘into a policy of intervenfion in

. the affaires of Eastern Europe. #Vhen wrfters
charge Burke with breaking violently in upon

Pitt’s systen? of peace abroad and reform at home,
they overlook the fact that before Burke had begun
to preach Bis crusade egainst the Jacobins, Pitt had
* already prepared aowar with Russia. The nation

refused to follow. They agreed witheFox that it -

. Was'no concern of theirs whether or not Russia
took from Turkey the country between the Boug °
and the Dniester ; they felt that British interests
would be more damaged by the expenses of a war
than by the acquisition by Russm, of Ockzakgw.
Pitt was gbliged te 'throw up the scheme and. to
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extricate Rimsels, a.s well %s-he could from rash
~ engag®ménts with Prussia. It was on account of his
servicel to *the cause o% peace gn this odbasion that
Oatherme ordered the Russian ambassador to send
her a bus of Fox*in Whlte marble, to be pla,ced in
her colonnade between Demosthenes and Cicero.
We may, take it for granted that after the Revolu-
tion rosg to its fall height the bust of Fox accom-
panied that of Voltalre down to the cellar of tk
Hermitage. . *

While the affair of theg Russ1an armament was
still occupying the miniséer, @n event ef signal
impor®ance happened in the ranks of his political .
advérsarics. &he alliance which hadelasted be-
tween Burke and Fox for dive-and- twenty years
came to a sudden end, and this rift gradually
widened into a destructive breach throughout the
party. There is no parallel dn our parrlamentary
hlsbmy to the fatal scepe. ‘In Jecland, indeed, only
eight years hefore, Flood and Gra‘ttan, after fighting
side by side for many years, had all at ogce sprung
* upon one another in the Parliament House with
the fury of vultures: Flood had screamed to
Grattan that he was a mendicant patriot, and
Grgttan had ca,lled Flood an ill-omened bird of
night, wmh a sepulchral note,"a cadaverpus aspect,

Se
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.and 2 byoken beak. *The Il&sh, like the French, .
have tHe art of making things dramtlc and Burke
was the gfeatest of Irishmén. On the opemr!g of
the s sessmn of 1791, the Government had mtroduced
a bill*for the_better. governmehf of Cfinada. Tt
introduced questions about, Church establishments -
and ' hereditary leglslators In. dlscussmg these -
Fox made some references to France?, It was
anossﬁ)le to refer to France without touching the'
Reflections on the French ReSolution. Burke was
not present, but he heaxd what Fox had said, and
before.leng Fox aqam mtroduced French affairs in
‘& debate on the Russian armament. BurRe rose
in violenteheat of mind to reply, but the House
Jwould not hear him. « He resolved to speak when
the time came for the Canada Bill to be recom-
mitted. Meanwhlle some of his friends did all
they, ould to. dlssmde .him from pressing the

matter further, * #ven the Prince of Wales is -

said to have wutten, ‘him a letter. o There were
many signs of the rupture that was 80 soon to -
come in the Whig ranks. Men so equally devoted
to the common cause as Windham and Elliot
nearly came to-a quan'el at a dinner-party at Lord
Malmesbury’s, on the subJect of Burke s desigg to’
speak; and Windham, who for the present sided

v
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* with Fox,®nters jnfhis difty that he \ve}s glad to
escap® from the room without speaking to the
mag phom! since the,death SE Dr. Jwhnson, he
revered Before all other men besides,

= On th\day appointed for the Canada Bill, Fox
called at Burke’s house, and after some falk ©
“on Burke’s intention to speak, and. on other -
matters, $hey whlked down to Westminster and
ertered the House together, as they had so ma'“_
. time done befor® but were never to do again.

They found that®the debate had been adjourned, .

and it was not until Ma,y 6t that Burke had an

oppostunity of explaining himself on the Revolu--
tich in Framce. He had no sooneggrisen than
interruptions broke out from his own side, an and

a scene of great disorder followed. Burke

was _1ncensed beyond_endurance_by, this _tre trea

ment, for even n Fox and eWindham .hado taken
part_in_the tumult againstehim. With much
bitterness ,he commenbed on Fox’s previous
eulogies of the Revolutlon “and finally there |
came the fatal words of severance. “It is in-
discreet,” he said, “at any period, but especially
at my time of life, to provoke enemies, or give my

" frjends oceasmn to-desert me. Yet if my firm and
steady adherence to the Britfsh Constiution place

P e
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me in such a dilermma®] am teady to dsk it, and

with my_last_w last words =t0_exclaim, o Fly_drofa_the

32

French Coastitution.” _F @x at this Point eagerly
called to him that there was no loss ot friends.
“Yes, $es,” cried Burke, “ there is a loss g friends,

know the price of my condlict. I have done my
duty at the price of my friend. Our fmendshlp is

at an end.” ] - ¢ )
o The members who sat on the same 31de wére .
aghast at proceedings that event beyond . theix .
worst apprehensions, Iven th® ministerialists
were shogked. Htf‘agrg.ed much more with Fox
than with. Burke, but he would have becnemore

“than humag if he had not watchad with cfm-
i)lacency_ his two mqst formidable adversaries

turning their $words against one another. Wilber-
force, who was more disinterested, lamented the -
spectacle a8 shameflle In the galleries there was
mmght have been ex-
pected from his warm and generous pature, was
deeply moved, and® is aescribed as_weeping even-

*to Sobbing. He repeated his former acknowledg--

ment of his debt to Burke, and he repeated his

former expression of faith in the blessings which
the abolition of royal despotism would bmng 10
France. With unabated vehemencé Burke again
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aose to denounce fhe French Conszitution——“a
Buildthg *compesed .of untempered morsar—the
wonk ¢f Goths and Va%dals, where everything was
dls_)omte('{ and inverted.” After a short rejoinder
ffom FoNthe scene came to a close, and tif% once
* friendly intercourse between the two heroes was

at an end. When they met in the managers’ box.
in Westminster Hall on the business of Hastings’s
trial, they met with the formalities of strangeg

.There is a story that when Burke left the House
on the night of ti% quarrel, it was raining, and Mr.
Curwen, a member of the Oppdsition, teok him
home®in his carriage. Burke .at once began to
declaim agaimst the French. Curvygm dropped
some remark on the other side. “ What!” Burke
cried out, grasping the check-string, ® are you one
of these people? Set me down!” Tt needed all
Curwen’s force to keep him where hé was; and
when they reached his house #urke stepped out
w1thout saying a smole word.

“We may agree that all this d%d not indicate the
perfect sobriety and self-control proper to a states-
man in what was a serious crisis not only to his

- _party but to Europe. It was about this time that
Byrke said to Addmvton, who was_then Speaker

of the House of Commons, that_he wag not well.

-
P
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“T eab too much Spe&ker ” He §a1d “3 drmk too
much, and I sleep too little.” . Tt jgeven sadd that -
he felt the final breach w&h Fox as’2 relief fom
unendurable suspense and he quoted®the lines
about®Aueas, after he had finally, re_sol\ﬁd to qult
~ Dido and the Carthaginian shore, at last being
, able to snatch slumber in his ship’s tall stern. .
There can be no doubt how sevére had‘ﬁeen the

thnsion. Yet the performance to which Bufie .

now applied himself is one eof the grayest apg.
most reasonable of all h1s compbdsitions, He felt. -
it necesgary to vi’hdgcate the fundamental consist- -
ency between his present and his past. W€ have
no difficulqg in imagining the abuse to which® he

-was exposed from those whose abuse gave him -
pain. Ina dountry governed by party, a politician
who quits the allies of a lifetime must expect to
pay the penalty. *The Whig papers told him
that he was expscted to surrender his seat
in Parliament. They lmputed to him.all:sorts
of sinister motivés. His name was introduced
" into ironical toasts. For a whole year there was
scarcely a member of his former party who did
not stand aloof from him. Windham, when the
' feeling was at its height, sent word to a host that
he would pather not’ ‘meet Burke at dinner. Dr,

[ ]

[
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Parr, though he jhqught Mr. Burke the greatest
man ubort earthy declared himself most indignantly
-ands mosb fixedly on %he 51de of Mr» Sheridan
and, Mr.*Fox. The Duke of Portland, though
always d&cmbed as strongly and fondly atfached
to him, and Gilbert Erhot who thought that Burke
was noht in his views on the Revolution, and

: nght in expressmg them, still could not forgive
the open catastrophe, and for many months gl
.$he old, habits of®intimacy among them were
entirely broken 8ff.

“Burke did not bend W the storm He Went
dowr® to Margate, and there finished the- Appeal
Jrom the New to the Old Whigs. Mgenwhile he
despatched his son to Cobjenz to give advice to
the royalist exiles, who were then thainly in the
hands of Calonne, one of the very. worst of the
ministers whom Louis XVIe had tried Between his
dismissal of Turgot in 1774,4nd the meeting of
the States-General in 1789 This measure was
taken at the request of Calonhe, who had visited
Burke at Margate. The English government "did "
not disapprove of it, though they naturally de-
clined to invest either young Burke or'any one
elge with authority from themselves. As little
came of the mission as might have begn. expected
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from the frivolous, unthanly, and enraghd spirit of
those te whom it was addressed. es R
In Augest (1791), whil® Richard Btirkewas at
Coblenz, the Appeal was published. This was
the 1a8t piece that Burke wrote og the Bvolution,
in which there is any pretenc.e of measure, sobriety,
and calm judgment in face of a formidable and
perplexing crisis. Henceforth it is noﬂtpolitical
philosophy, but the minatory exhortation of a-
prophet. He is now only D@mosthenes thundgrs-
ing against Philip, or .Cicero faunching tirades
againstlark Antopy. e o
‘The Reflections had not been published $many
months beégge Burke wrote the Lettar to o Member -
of the National Assembly (January 1791),in which
strong disapprovalhad growninto furious animosity.
It contains the elaborate diatribe against Rousseau,
the gmave “panegyric eon Cromwell for choosing - -
Hale to be- Chief dustice, and a sound - eriticism
on the laxity and wan} of foresight in ¢he manner
in. which t.he Stafes-General had been convened.
Here first Burke advanced to the position that it
might be the duty of other nations to interfere to
restore the king to his rightful authority, just
as England and Prussia had inte.rfered fo saye
Holland frgm confuslon, as they had intg;fered to

[
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preserve the heredjtafy constitution in the Austnan
Nethefands, gqnd as Prussia ha,d interfared to
snatgh 2verr the maligigut and' the turkan’d Turk
from the ®pounce of the Russfan eagle. Was not
the KingN\of France as much an object of policy
and compassion as th® Grand Seignior? As this
was the first piece in which Burke hinted at
a crusade 0 it Whs the first in which he began to
hedp upon the heads, not of Hébert, Fouquied
Tipville, Billaud, nor even of Rbbespierre or Dan-
ton—for none of*these had yet bgen heard of—
but of able and consciengioug ten in the Cof-
stituéht Assembly, language of a virulence which
-~ Fo once said seriously that Burke}ad picked,
even to the phrases of it, qut of the writings of
‘Salmasius against Milton, but which ¥ really only
to be paralleled by the much worse language of
Milton against Salmasius. Lt #%as in tifith gxactly
the kind of incensed speech whijch, at a later date,
the factions,in Paris 'levelled against one another,
- when Girondins screamed for th& heads of J acobins,
and Robespierre denounced Danton, anhd Talflen
cried for the blood of Robespierre. -
Burke declined most wisely to suggest any
plan for the National Assembly. “ Permit me to
say,”—this is in the letter of J anuary 1791, to a

.
L
L
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member. of the Assesnbly,—“ that ifeT were as

_confidepf as I ought to be dlﬂidgpt in ney own

. loose gengral ideak, I ngwer shoulds venjurg to

broach them, if bilt at twenty leagued® distance
from &he centre of your affairs, R mug! see with

_my own eyes; I must in % manner touch with -

my own hands, not only the fixed, but momentary
clrcumstances before I could venture &8 suggest
y political project whatsoever. I must kitow

e power and disposition te accept, to _execute, -

to persevere. I must see’ all the aids and all the
obstaclgs. 1 must see the means of correcting the

plan, where correctives would be wanted. Bmust -
see the things: I must see the meg. Withofita .

concurrence and adaptation of these to the design,
the very best speculative projects might become
not only useless but mischievous. Plans must be

made for men. People at a distance must judge

ill of men. Theydo not always answer to their
reputation when you, approach them, Nay, the

perspectwe ‘varie®® and -shows them quite other .
than you %hought them At a distance, if we -

: JudGe uncertainly of men, we must judge worse of
- opportunsties, which continually vary their shapes
and colours, and pass” away like clouds.” Our

-admiration at such wordsis quickly stifled When
L]
. . . L]
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we recallethe confldent, snsparing, %mmoderate
criticiem (that_ pathipreéeded and followed this
truly rational expositian of the® danger gf advising,
in cases where we know neitlfer the men nor the
dpﬁortut&ties. Why was savage and unfadtering
denunciation any le®s unbecoming than, as he
admits, crude prescriptions would have been un-
becominl? . S “
*By the end of 1791, when he wrote

Thoughts on Frencg Affairs, he had penetrated
'Stlll farther inte the “essential character of the
Revolution. Any notion %f a reform to bgeffected
afterehe decorous pattern of f688, so conspicuous
-in ¢he first great manifesto, had wholly djsappeared.
The changes in France he. allowed %0 bear little
resemblance or analogy to any of thase previously
brought about-in Europe.. It is a revolution,
~ he said, of doctrine and thetretic d8gmg, The
Reformation was the last reyglution of this sort
that had happened In Europe; and he immedi-
~ately goes on to remark a point of striking
resemblance between them. The efffct of the
Reformation was “to introduce other interests
into all countries than those which arose from
their locality and natural circumstances.” In
life manner 8ther sources of faction.'were now
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opened combmmg pasties among theinha,bltants

~of different countmes into a smg‘e oonifection.

From these sources, effecds - were lifely o grise X
“fully as 1mporta.n_t as those which hagf formerly ~
ariser® from the jarring interests,of the religiods

sects. It is a species of fAction which “breaks
the locality of public affections” !

He was thus launched on tfe full mae of his

licy. The French Revolution must be hemihed
n by a cordon of fire. Thoge who sympathiged
with it in England must be gagded, and if gagging
did nofgsuffice, they gust be taught respect for
the constitution in dungeons and on the g#llows.
His cry for war abroad and harsh coercior” at

home waxed louder every day. As Fox said, it

Was lucky tiat Burke took the royal side in the
Revolution, for his violence would certainly have.

.0 .
! D&’ Tocqueville has hinconsciously imitated Burke’s
very phrases. ¢ Tout®eles révolujions civiles et politiques
ont eu une patrie, et 'y gont enfermées. La Révolution
frangaise . . . on®I’a vue rapprocher ou diviser les
hontmes en Qépit des lois, des traditions, des caractéres, de
langue, rendant parfois ennemis des compatriotes, et fréres
des étrangers ; ou plutbt elle a forme au-dessus de toutes les
nationalitds particulidres, une patsie intellectuelle commins
dont les hommes de toutes les mations ont ;rm devenir evtoyens”’
~—Ancien Rémme, P 18

&



g, .- m! B.INAL poricy P '.. Y73 e
¥

got him hanged 1f ‘he had happene(f to take the
othergidg. __ | ‘ -

It was ips the earlj, 'summe! of 1792 t’hat Miss .
Burney azain met Burke at Mis. Crewe’s villa at
" Hampstead. He entered into an animated con-
versation on LOrd Macartney and the Chinese
~ expedition, reviving all the old enthusiasm of his
compantyp by Bis allusions and anecdotes, his-
bréllianf fancies and wide information. Whgh
politics were introdgced, he spoke with an eager- °
“héss ard a vehemence that lnstantly banished
the graces, though it reddbled e energjes of Itis
.discogirse. ¢ How I WlSh Miss Burney writes,
“that you could meet this wonderful nan when
he is easy, happy, and Wlth people‘i]e cordially
likes! DBut politics, even on his ovn side, must
always be excluded; his irritability is' so terrible
on that theme, that it gives dmmedistely to his -
face the expression of a man whp is going_to defend
himself from murderédys.”

Burke still remained w1€hout a follovx ing, but
the ranks of his old allies gradually® began® to
show signs of wavering. His panic about the
Jacobins within the gates slowly spread. His
old faith, about which ke had once talked so
mich, in theeancient. rusti¢, manly, home-bred -

L4 . T *
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> sense of the” Enghsh people, he dismissed as if it
Ty had begn” some idle dream that ilg(lpome o h1m e
: thlough the ivoryYate. Hls fine comparisop of
the natmn to a majestm herd ~browsing®in peace
amid éhe importunate chirrupings of a, Shousantl -
° crlckets became so little apifropriate, that he was -
now bes1de himself with apprehensmn that the
erickets wete about to rend’thed oxen aﬁ pieces.
Bgen then, the herd stood tranquilly in their
" pastures, only. occasionally terning a dull . eye;.
now to France, and now to Burkes In the “autumn
of 119}=,Burke duned yith Pitt and Lord Gren-
ville, and he found' them resolute for an lwnest
neutrality § ;n the affairs of France, agd “ quite ut
. of all apprehensmns of any effect from the French
v Revolutlon ia this kmgdom either at present or
--any time to come” Francis aud Sheridan, it is
true, spokeeas if they at.luiost wished for a domestic
convulsion ; and cqgl observers who saw him daily,
even accused Sheridan of wishing to stir up the -
1. lower ranks of the*people by the hope of plunder-
~° ing their Betters. But men who afterwards be-
‘(-" came alarmists; are found, so late as the spring of
" 1792, declaring in their most confidential cor-
respondence that the party of confusion made no
way with the counbry, and prodtfced no effect
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Horne Toolee was its most eonspicuous chief, and |

nobody’ pretesded to fear the subversmn «of the _

realng By Hdrne Took§ Yet _’Burke, dn letters

where he®admits that the d'emocratic party is

'en'tlrely (ﬁscoun@nanced and that the Ja®obin
faction in England is*under a heavy cloud, was
so possessed by_ the spectre of  panic, as to
declare tﬂai; the Tuke of Brunswick was as much
fighting the battle of the crown of England, o’
the, Duke of Cufaberland fought that battle at
Culloden. d

" Time and events, meanwhlle Had beenwwer-
fully telling for Burke: While he was ‘writing his
Appeal, the Frgnch kmg and queen had destroyed
whatever confidence sanguipe dresmers might
have had in their loyalty to the neW order of°
things, by attempting to escape over the frontier.
They were brought back, and % manffl attempt
was made to get the new constimtion to work, in

the winter of 1791-92." It was soon found out that,

Mirabeau had been right when Rle said that for a
monarchy it was too democratic, and for & republic
there was a kir‘ig too much, ~This was Burke’s
Eeflections in a nutshell. But it was foreign in-
terv.ention that finally ruifled the king, and de-
stroyed the hop® of an orderly issue. Frederick
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. the Great ha,d set the ﬁrst example of what some

- call nuqulty and violence’ m.Europapa.nd odhers in

milder tewns call a‘readm@ment of te equilifrium
of nations, He had taken Silesiz from®the House
of Afstria, and he had shared in fhe fist partltxbn'

. of Poland Catherine II, Pad followed him at the -

expense. ‘of Poland, Sweden, and Turkey. How-
ever we may view those transwc%wns ana whether
*we describe them by the stern words of the thor-
alist, or the morc deprecatory Words of- the lelO-
matist, they gre the first sourc®s of that storm of
Tawleser rapine \vhlch. swepb over every part of '
- Europe for five- and-twenty years to come® The
intervénfa'o'g of Austria and Prussig in the affairs
of France was origigally less a deliberate design
* for the ben8fit of the old order, than an interlude
in the intrigues of Fastern Europe. But the first
effect, of Interventiop on behalf of the French
monarchy was taabring it m a few weeks to the
ground. _
In the spring® of "1792 France rephed to the

’preparathns of Austria and Prussia for invasion
by a declaration of war. It was inevitable that
+the French people should associate the court with

the foreign enemy that was coming to its deliyer-
ance; Eyerybody knew as well then as we know -
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‘ it now thal the gugen wdh as bitterly Jncensed -
agains? the ™ ordes of ‘thingg, and as redolutely
unfaathnful t’o it, as the smost furious erhigrant on
the ,Rhme ‘Even Burke hlmself writing to his
son at C&blenz, was constramed to talk About
Marie Antomette as that “«“most unfortunate
woman, who wag not to be cured of the spirit
of court mtngue even by a prison.” The kmé
may have been loyally resigned to his positioln,
~ “hpp resignation will’ not defend a country from
_"the invader; and the natlon disteusted a chJef
who only a few months belfore. had been .mested
in full flight to join the national enemy. Power
naturally fell énto the hands of the Znen of con-
viction, energy, passion, and sresource. Patriotism_
and republicanism became synonyms and the
constitution against which Burke had prophesied
was henceforth a dead lettér. The spirit of
insurrection that had, slumberet] since the fall of
. the Bastille and the march fo Versaﬂles in 1789,
now awoke in formidable v101ence and after the
prehmmary rehearsal of what is known in the
‘revolutionary calendar as the 20th of June (1792),
the people of Paris responded to the Duke of
~ Brynswick’s insensate manifesto’ by the more
' memorable.a day of the 10th of Augus§.  Bruns-
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wick, acpeptlng the ‘Bateful lapguage' which the

Frenclt emigrants_ put into. his .regtith, Had de-
. clared that every membes of the national guard

taken with arms m his hands would be immedi- -

v ately put to ‘death; that 2Verye mha)ntant who

should dare to defend hnnself would be put to -

death and, his house burnt to the ground ; and

that if the least insult was oﬁered te t,he roya]t

mlly, then their Austrian and Pruss1an majedties
would dehver Paris to mlﬂtary execution gud

total destructwn Thls is the %'mdlctlve feromty‘
that esly civil *war. wan. klndle To convince
men that the manifesto was not an empty Threat,
on the- dakof its publication a ferce of néarly
140 000 Awustrians, Prussians, and Hessians en--

.tered TFranle. The sections of Paris replied by

mamchmg to ‘the Tuilerles, and after a furious
confliet with the Swiss guards, they stormed the -
chapeau. The kimg and his family had fled to. -
the National Assemblv The same evening vthey.'

were: t;hrown mto prison, whence the king and
‘queen onlv came out on theu‘ way to. the scaf-
fold.

- It was the kmgs executlon in January 1793
that finally raised feeling in Fngland to the,in-
tense hegp that Burke had for® so long been
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invoking® The, eyeningeon which® the courier
brought obhs.news Was never forcotten by those
whp ¥ere ¢ London & the tife, The.playhouses
were inftantly closed, and the audiences insisted

- ‘on retirigg with half the amusement for® which
they had paid. PEopIe of the lowest and the
hlchest rank alike put on mourning. The French .
were unwersally denounced as fiends upon earth.
I? was hardly safe for a Frenchman to appea®in

-GJthe streets of “London, Placards were posted
on every wall, %alling for war, and the crowds
who gathered round th%em e them wyjth 16ud
hurfahs. . .

: * -

It would be a complete jnistake & say that Pitt
ever lost his: head, -but he lost Mis feet. The
momentary passion of the nation forced him out
of the pacific path in which ke woul®havg chosen
to stay. . Burke had becomgethe greatest power
in the country, and was in closer communication
with the ministers than any orle out of office. ‘He
went once about this time with Windham'and
Ellio} to inform Pitt as to the uneasiness of the
public about the slackness of our naval and mili-
tgry preparation. “BurKe,” says one of the party,
= gave Pitt a°little political *instructign in a very

. ° .
-
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respectful and cordial vsay, but with thevauthority
of an 01(1 and most mformgd sta.iesman ® and
although nobody evihr takeg'the whol@ of Bfirke's
advice, yet he- ‘often,” or always rather, furnishes
very important and useful mattei- som@'part of
which sticks and does’ good.  ® Pitt took it all very
patiently and cordially.”

It was in the December of 1992 that Burke -
h&d enacted that famous bit of melodrama, out of
place known as the Dagger Scene. The Governs .
ment had: brought in an Alier® Bill, imposing
certain pans and restncfaons on foreigners coming .
' to this country. Fox denounced it as a conce&mn_

to foolish akmns and was followed by Burke, who

* began to storm as usual pgainst murderous atheists.

. Then without%iue preparation he began to fumble .
in his bosom, suddenly drew out a dagger, and
with an, extfavagant gesture threw it on the ~ﬁoor
of the House, crying,that thls was what they had’
to expect from their alhance with France, The
stroke missed its nfark and there was a oeneml A
“inclihation %o titter, until Burke, collecting hlm-v
‘self for an'effort, called upon them with a vehe-
mence to which his listeners could not choose but
respond, to keep French principles from theig
heads, and French daggers from thelr hearts ; to,

L4
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- preserve 11 theiy plandisﬁments in life, and all
their tonsoM¥ions in death %11 the bles8ings of
timg, ‘and *all the hopes of, etermty All this
‘was not prepared long beforehand for it seems
that the dagges had only been shown to Burke 7
on his way to the House a3 one that had been
sent to Brrmmgham to be a pattern for a large
order Whether prepared or unprepared, th
scene Wwas one from "which we gladly avert our
gves. . ‘

Negotiations Ilad been gomg eon for son}e '
months and they continued §n Various Rawes for
some * months longer, for a coalition between the

- two great pasties of the State. Bygk® was per-
sistently anxious that Fox should join: Pitt’g .
Government. Pitt always admitted the import-
ance of Fox’s abilities in the .dlfﬁcult.aﬁ‘alrs that
lay before the ministry, andl declared that he had-
10 sort of personal agimosity t8 Fox, but rather a
personal good-will and good liking. Fox himself
said of a coalition, “It is so damned gight, to, be
sure, that I cannot help thinking it must be.”

~ But the difficulties were insuperable. The more

- rapidly the Government drifted in Burke’s direc-
-tiqn, the more 1mposs1ble was it for a man of

’ons pohtrcaf sympathles and conwictions - to

[ 4
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. have any dealings with a Ca‘bmet commltted to .
- a policf of irrational pamc 8o be (ﬁ'léd out by
a costly wir abroad, and cmel repressmn a® henie,
“What a very wretrﬁed man !" was Burkg’s angry
exclamation one da.y, When it became certain that .
Fox meant to stand by the old flag of fxeedom ’
and generous common sense." e

When the coalition at length. took pl&ce (1794) .
the ‘only .man: who. carried Burlges prm(;lples to
their fullest.extent.into Pltt’s Cabmet was-Winds:
ham It is xmposmble not to feel the attraction .?
ot' Windham’s characte% his 'umablhty, his rever-
ence for gréat and virtuous men, his passwn Jor
* knowledgd, the versatility of his interests. Heis -
@ striking é:gample ofethe fact that literature was
a-common pursuit and -occupation to the chief
statesmen of that txme (always excepting- Pltt)
to an extent tha hfts- been gradually tending to
become rarer.. Windham, jn the midst of his )
devotion to publig ‘affairs, to the business of hig-
country, apd, let us add, a zealous attendance oir
every prize-fight within reach, was never happy
unless he was working up points in literature
-and mathematics. >There was ' a literary and
classical spirit abroad, a.ndmmwspme‘of‘theafurmus
preoccupatwns of factlon,\a,vcertamu ready..dlsen—

L]
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gacemenl? of mind prevasled. If Wmdham and
Fox ®egarmio tallg Of horses, they seemied to fall”
nafnfally dhto what Yad been said about horses
by, the (ﬂd writers. Fox held that long ears were
% merit, and Windham met him by the awthority
of Xenophon and Oppian id favour of short ones,
and ﬁna]ly they went off into what it was that ,
Virgil teant when he called a.horses head ar-
ghitum caput. Burke.and.Windham, travelledetn

¢ Seotland: together éin 1785, .and their-conversation
fell as often or®old books as on Hastings or on
Pitt. They discussed ‘%u"oﬂs‘smﬂesc; Johuon
and®L'Istrange, as the extremessof English style;
what Stephgns and A. Gellius had te say about
Cicero’s use of the word gmtiosus.' If they came
to libraries, Windham ran into thém with eaget-
ness, and very strongly enjoyed all “the feel that
a library usually excites, *He is @nstyntly re-

- ‘proaching himself with a remissness, which was
purely imaginary, in keepmo up his mathematics,

*his Greek tragedies, his Tatif historians. There

" is no more curious example of the femorse of a
bookman impeded by affairs. “ What progress
might men make in the several parts of know-
lgdge,” he says very truly, in one of these moods,

ff if thezf cold only pursué them with the same
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eagerness and ass1du1ty es are exerted by lawyels

in the conduet of a suit.” But thiselistration -
“between- the tastes of the l;ookman afd the ppr-.
siits of public business, united -with a? certain
.quality® of his constltutmn to proquce g;ne great’

" defect in his character, and 1t was the worst defect
that a statesman can have. He became the most
irresolute and vagillating of men. : He wa.stes the
fit’t half of a day in deciding which of two coursés': )
to take, and the second half » l;lammo hlmself )
for not having tgken the other. He is constantly
lata. af;,pMertamndbnts because he cannot make

~up his mind in proper time whether to go o} to
stay at home; hesitation whether hg shall reall -

- in the red room or in the library, loses him three "
of the best h8urs. of a morning; the difficnlty of
early rising he finds to consist less in rising early”
than in satRfying Hm;qelf that the practice is ‘-
wholesome ; his ming is torn for a whole forenoon'.
in an absurd contest Wlth hlmself whether he

.ought to indulge & strono wish to exercise his
horse before dinner. Every page of his diary is a
register of the symptoms of this unhappy disease. .
When the Revolution came, he was absolutely’
forced,. by the iron necBssity of the case, after

certam..perturbatlons to go either swith Fox - or\-

kg
-
-
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with Bugke, Under thig compulsio.n he tzok one
headlong glunge fato the policy of alarfn, Kvery-
,body knows how des?elately an habitually irreso-
lufe man is capable of cliiging to a policy or a
-conwcﬁon, to which he has once been driven by
dire stress of circufistance.s Windham having at
last made up h1s mind to be frlghtened by the
Revolﬁtg)n wa# more violently 2nd’ lnconsolably
ﬁnghtened than anybody else. - - o
Pitt, after ht hed been forced into war, at least
* Intended it to be a war on the good old-fashioned
principles of seizing th enem) s calonies _and
kesping them, He was taunted by the alarmlsts
-%ith caring only for sugar islands, gnd meking
himself master of all the island® in- the world
_except Great Britain and Ireland.» To Burke all
" this was an abomination, and Windham followed
Burke to the letter. He even declsred the holy
-rage of the Third Letter & @ Regwwle DLeace,
published after Birke’s death, to contain the
purest wisdom and the mdst wnanswerable policy..
It was through Windham's eloquerfe and’ per-"
severance that the monstrous idea of a crusade,
and all Burke’s other violent and excited precepts
gained an effective place and hearing. in the

Cabi_net, in the royal closety and in the House of
L]

- . L4
L]
[



® 286" . o . BURKE , - o cmAg.
Commons lo?lg after Bgrke himself had left the

_scenel -° VY e e

- 'We havg, already seen ow imporsant axt ele-
 ment Irish affairs beca‘me inthe war with Amer{ca
7. The sgme spirit that had been st1rred by ther

- .-American war was 1nev1tably'k1ndled i Treland -
by the French Revolution. The association of
United Irléhmen now came into oex1stenc& with .
ai®es avowedly revolutlonary They: Jomed fhe
party that was striving for $he® relief of the .
Catholics from certain disabilities, and fob their *

- admission fo the franchise. - Burke had watched
all movements ig his natlve country, from °the
Whiteboy ipsurrection of 1761 downwards, with
steady vigiland®, and’ he watched the new move-
ment of 179% with the keenest eyes, It made .
him profoundly uneasy. He could not -endure-
the thogght of ever se momentary and indirect i’
association with a ypvolutionary party, either in-

- Ireland or any other quarter ‘f the globe, yet he -
was eager for & polécy that should reconcile the
*Irish. He %as so for two reasons. One of them
was his poht;lcal sense of the 1nexped1ency of pro-

’ scnbmg men by whole nations, and excluding

from the franchise on the ground of religion a

people as nuzneroﬁs as the subjects of the King o'f\
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Denmark gr the King of Sardinia, eYual £ the
populggion gf the United Netherlands, ahd larger
than were tpebe found 3 m all tl}e states of Sw1tze1-
land? HJ& second reason weas his sense of the -
usgéncy ®f facing trouble abroad with a pation '.-
united and contente® at home; of abolishing ~ .
in the heart of the country that “bank of dis-

- content,® eyery Hour accumulatmg upon which
every descrlptlon of seditious men may draw ¥
pleasure e N
® *In the bevmnmc of 1792 Burke s son went to
Dublin as the agent and edvisen of the Catholrc
Committee, who at first hstenéd fo him with the
respect due bo one in whom they expected to
meet the quallmes of his father. They soon found
out that he was utterly without eisher tact om
jodgment; that he was arrogant, impertinent,
vain, and empty. Wolfe Tome declaged h1m to
be by far the most nnpuaent and opmlonatlve
fellow that he had® ever known in his life,
Nothing could exceed the Abserdity of his cen-
duct, and on one occasion he had a very narrow
escape of being taken into custody by the Serjeant-
at-arms, for rushing down from the: gallery into
the Irish House of Commons, and atterr;pbing
to*make a spgech in defence of a petition he
. 'Y -

7 . -



Py [] ’ . - v . e - .
e 288 ..' o. ‘_ . BURKE LI o - oAk,
.. had ® dravf up, that was bemo afjtacked by
kS a memb\ar in his place Richard Burkg went
-~ bome, it i§ said, wt{h two #housand gqmeas» in his
pocket which the -€athollcs had cheeﬁully *paid
as the price of gettmg rld of him, He® retuined
shortly after, but only helped to plunge the. busi-
ness into further- confusion, and ﬁnally left the
scene covéred with odium and dlscredat. His.
'&‘athers Letter to Sir Hercules Langrwhe (17%92)
‘remains an admirable monuguent of wise states-
manship, a. singular interlude of calm and sdlif
neasomqg in the mids of & fiery whirlwind of-
intense passion, *Burke perhaps felt that the
~ state of Ireland was passing away from the splere
. of calm and® solid reason, ‘when he knew “that
sDumouriez’s victory over the. allies at Valmy,’
which filled Beaconsfield with such gloom and
dlsmay, ws celebm.ted at Dublin by an illumi-
natlon. ) : o
* “Burke, who - ‘vas now in *his sixty- fomth Year,
had “for some.time. fnnounced " his intention of
leavmg thee- House “of Commons as soon as he had
brought to an- end _the-prosecution of Hastmgs
"In 1794 the. trial came. fo:a- close;.the:thanks of
the. House ‘were- formally voted-to-the-managers.of
the-im ueachment -and when the geene-was—oVer

R Sofe " . ¥ \
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Bur,ke‘.a,ppﬁed,«for;.t?er;-,.(}hilern;,Hund;eQS. Tord
Fitzwi#liam®nominated Richard Buzke for #he seat
which his father had thys vacaged at Madton, Pitt
was, then fmaking arrangemeﬁts for the accession
of the Porﬁland.ths to his Government, #nd it
was natural, in connection With these arrange-
ments, to confer jsome favour on the man who
* had dong, more than anybody else o promote the
new alliance. It -was-propesed=to.make:Burke ¢
geer under-the stylelof»l,ord -Beaconsfield,—a title
in a later age -bbrrowed .for ;himgelf.-by: a. man
of genius .with...inborn: oglfts 202108y, e
the ti¥le it was proposed to attach®. yearly income
for two or mere lives. But the bolt ef destiny
was at this instant launched. Richard.. Burke;
the.adored. centre of all his-fatherse -hopes -and”
affections, .was.. seized :-with:-illness-zand:.-died
(August .1794). - We canngt Took wifhout Jragic’
emotion on the pathos of theoscene which left _
‘Tho romnant of the old man mans days_desolate and;
void. A Roman poet has descmbm‘
words the woe of the aged Nestor, as- “he beheld
the funeral pile of his | son, too untlmely slam—-‘ .

—

. Oro parumper
Attendas quantum de 1eg1bus 1pse queratur
Fat.orum et nimio de sta,mme, quum videt mwmis

7 e @
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Antxlochl barbam ardontem quum quasm; ab omni
Qmsquxs adest socius, cur hziec in tempora ditret,
Quod faginus dlgxgun tam‘longo admigerit a-vo
Burke's grief-finds "a_ nobler expressum « The
storn? bas gone ovér me, and I J1e hke one’ bf
o those old oaks which.the late humcane hias
«  scattered about me. - I.am .stripped. of all my
\honours T . torn ap- by the roossoand lie ®

%lﬂrostrate .on-the.earth. . .. Lam'alone.- I hive
none to meet my enemies in %he gate... . . 1. hve

‘ }n an inverted order. They who ought to have '
susﬁgded me " hive gcu.'le before me.” They who °
should ‘have been to me as postenty are_th the
place of amcestors” : R
"~ Burke onfy lived three years. after thls desolat-
"ing blow. Phe arrangements for-a-peerage; as a
matter of course,-came-to-an-end.  But Pitt was
well ;awa® of thd gerious embarrassments by
which Burke wasego pressed that he saw actual

. beggary very close at hand. ~ The king, too,—who
had once, by the Way, granted a pension to Burke’s
detested Rousseau, though Rousseau was too proud -~
to draw it—seems- to have been honourably in-
terested in making a provision for Burke. What
Pitt offered was an immetiate grant of £1200 a ygear
from._-#le p1v11 List for Mrs Burke’s hfe to b{



message frem the hn , to confer an g nu1ty of
greatey valu® upon a gbatesx?m who’{lad served

the counlry to his own loss Ior tliirty years. As
e matter of fact, the grant £25@/ 0 a year in affount, -
much to Burke 3 chamn was never brought before
Parliament, but Jvas onferred dlrectly by the
Crown, 8@ charge on the four and.a half per cent
fuftd fo? two or more lives. It seems as if pie
“were afraid of chaWenging the opinion of Parlia-
fnent ; dnd the swrm which the pension raised out
of doors was a measure ofythe ttouble whigh.dhe
defere of it would have inflictedeon the govern- .
m®nt inside the House of Commons. - éccording
to the rumour of the timeg, Burke® sold two of
his pensions upon lives for £27,000,and there
wag left the third pension of £1200. -By and by,
when the resentment of, the Opp®sition was
roused to the highest pitchqby the infamous
Treason and Sedition._Billsof 1795, the Duke of
Bedford and Lord Laude’rdafe, sbeking to accumu-
late every possible complaint against tife govefri—
ment, assailed the grant to Burke, as made with-
out the consent of Parliament, and as a vjolent
contradlctlon to the whole policy of the plan for
econormo reform. The attacks if not unjugiifisble

- [ ) . e e
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in 11"self came from anaunluck.y quartep A chief
. of the house of Bedford was fhe most tnfit gerson
in the wortd to progst aoa‘mst grants*by fayour of
the Crown. Burke was too practlsed a ﬂletomclan
~ not t8 see the opening, and" hxs I}gtter to a Noble
~ - Lord:is-the most: splendld repartee in the Enghsh
lanouaﬂe
It is not.; suzpnsmo that Burk%s defauce should *

ve provoked rejoinder. . A ¢Eloud of pamphfets
-+ followed the Leiter to o N’able Lord—some m

: doorgerel versg, others in & magmloquent prose
Tieiaged ofrom His .own others mere poisonous
scurrility, The nearest approach to a just Sroke
that I caw ﬁnd after turning over g pile of tﬁxs
trash, is an expressmn of wonder that he, who was
‘inconsolable®for -the loss of a beloved son, should
not bave reflected how many tender parentﬁsvhad
" been giade ®hildlesd iy the profusion of blood of
which he himselfohad been the most relentless
- champion. OQur dlsorust at the pages of ;insult-
that were here léwelled at a great man, is per-
haps moderated by the thought that Burke him-
self, who of all people ought to have known betber
‘had held up to public scorn and obloquy men of
such virtue, attainments; and real service to T man- -
kmd&nghard Prive and J oseph i’uestley
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It was durmg these mgnths that he composed
\. the Laéters n a Rengde Peace, though the third
and fourth of them werg not 1bhshed until after
his death e There have been those to whom these
cdmposxtlons ap.peared to be Burke’s masterpleces.
In fact they are deplorable, They contain passages
of fine phllosophy and of skilful and - plausible
* reasoning, but such passages only nmke us wonder
ho#% they come to be where they are. The readd’
1s in no humour for them In splendour of rhetoric,
fn ﬁne 1mages in Sustention, in 1rony, they surpass
* anythmg that Burke e%er Wl'()te, bué offhd’
quahﬁes and prmclples that, fan more than his
rh8toric, havg made Burke so admirable and so
great;—of justice, of firm gragp of fact of a reason- .
able sense of the probabilities of things—there®
are only traces enough to light -up the gulfs of
empty words, reckless ~phrdses, an® sepseless
vituperations, that surge and Rqil around them.
_ :It.is with the same emotion of “grief and
shame” with which Fox heard Burke argue against
relief to Dissenters, that we hear him- aBusmg the
courts of law because they did not convict: Hardy
and Horne Tooke. The pages against divoreg and
civ.{l marriage, even gramting that they point to
t}xe right judgneent in these matters, expresifeiith
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a vehemence that is m‘atlonal and in the dialect,

not of astatesman but of an enraged Ca!pucm The
highly wrdught pas age in ‘which Butke deecnbes
external aggrandisement as the orlglnal thourrht
and the ultimate aim of the éarlier statesmen of thte
Revolution, is no befter thah mvemous nonsénse.
The whole performance Tests on.a gross ‘and inex-
cusable anachromsm There i® a cojtéiptuous

%fusal o discriminate between groups-of 1fien

who were as different from one another as Ohver..

" Cromwell was, different from James Nayler, ana

Beﬁxeen-perlods‘as untke in all their condltlons", '

" as the Athens of the Thirty Tyrants was fnlike
Athens aéter Thrasybulus had drivgn the Tyrafits
out. He aSsumes that the men, the policy,

“the maxim® of the French government are “the
men, the policy, and the maxims of the handful
of obgeure® miscreAnts who had hacked "pi‘i'eSts
and nobles to pieggs at the doors of the prisons
four years before. Carnot i3 to him merely “that
sanguinary tyrant;” and the heroxc Hoche becomes
“fhat old® practlsecL assassin,” while the Prince of
Wales, by the way, and the Duke of York are the
hope, and " pride of ‘nations. To heap up that
incessant iteration about‘thleves murderers, house-
breakazs, ‘assassms' bandits, brawoes with then'

‘"0
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hands dripping with blood. ‘and thei’maw gorged
withe property, a&perate paramours, bdmpbastical
players the refuse’ahd rejelted offg] of stroll-
mg thegtres, bloody * buffcfns, bloody felons—
all thi% was as unjust to hundreds of dis-
interested, hor.lest, #d patriotic ‘men who were
then earnestly striving to restore a true order and
solid cfmzenslup in France, as the Scurrility of
af Orﬁnceman is unjust to millions of devast -

’Ca,thohcs o .'

"Burke was ﬂle man who might have been
expected before all otheeg to know thaj in Lvery
systtni of government, Whafeve; may have been
the crimes of its origin, there is sure, Ry the bare
necessity of things, to rlse' up a purty or an in-
dividual, whom their political instinct will foree
into resistance to the fatalities of anarchy. Man
is"too strongly a political animal for i to be other-

-wise. It was so at each p.eri.ogl and division in the

Revolution. = There*was always a party ot order,
and by 1795, when Burke’ pesmmned these reckless
philippics, order was only too easy®in France.
The Revolution had worn ‘Gut the passion and
moral enthusiasm of its first years, and all the best
men of the revolutionary time had been consumed -
in a flame of fire. When Burke talked about this
. . . ¢ S
L
) L
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war bem«r wholly unhke any. war tha,t ever was
waged m’Europe before, about}ts being o War for
justice on the one mde and a'fanatlcal bieodypropa-
gandism on the other, he shut his eyes todhe piam
fact that the Directory had after- all really sunk to’
the.moral level of Frederick $nd Catherme or for
that matter, of LOll]S the Fourteenth - himself,
Thigwar was only too like the obhier gre.at’wars of
Earopean history. The French government htd
become * political, exactly in %he same sense m
which Thugut. and Metternich ‘ane Herzberg were
. ptlitical: The French Republic in 1797 was neither .
more nor less aggresSive, immoral, piratical, than
" the monarghies that had partitioned, Poland, afl
had intended® to redlstnbute the contment of
Rurope to sui# their own ambitions. The Coahblon 4
began the game, but France proved too strono for
them, and ‘¢hey had the worst of theits garlle.
J acoblmsm may h,ave inspired the original fire
that made her armies 1rres1sflble but J acob1n1sm _
of that starap had flow gone out of fashion, and to
denbunce #®peace with the Directory because’ the -
origin of their gove‘;nment was regicidal, was as
childish as it would have been in Mazarin to
‘decline a ‘treaty of reglcxde peace thh the Lord

- Protectg; . , .

[
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’ Whatemakes the Regicide Peace so repufswe is

not ghat, i recorfmends eneraetlc prodegution of
the *yar, .and not t'hat it “4bounds, in glaring
falfames. in detail, but thd it is in direct con-
tradlctlon w1th the sstrong, positive, rational, and
sane method that Mad before uniformly marked
Burke’s pohtlcal philosophy. Here lay his incon-
+ sistency, 2 not in@bandoning democratlc pringiples,
fer he'had never held them, but in forgetting #is
-own rules that tatdons act from adequate motives
* relative to them.mterests and not from metaphy-
sical speculation ; that we ca,nnot drawg an indfet-
meft against a whole people ; that there is a
" 8pecies of hostlle justice which no aspgrity of war
wholly extmfrulshes in the mind® of a civilised
- people. “ Steady mdependent. minds,” he had
ouce said, “when they have an object of so
sérious a concern to mahklnd as govrnment under
“their contemplation, will® digglain to asstime the
part of satirists and*declaimers.” Show the thing
that"you ask for, he cried dering the American
war, to be reason, show it to be cofmon sense,’
We have a measure of the reason’ and common
sense- of Burke's attitude in the; Rengde Peace,
m the language it iwmspired in Windham and
others - who edenounced Wﬂberforce fq capting
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*  when He spol?e of peacey who stigmatisgd Pitt as
 weak .and a pander to national aﬂﬁ'ice fox phiigking
of the cost of the wir;- and who actually chafged
the liverymen of Londn who petitioned for peace, '
“with open sedition. J oA
. It is a striking illustration®of the versa’uhty of
o Burkes moods that 1mmed1ately -before sitting
' dowg.,to write the Fourth Lettar on @ Regmde
" P%uce he had composed one of the most luc1d arf].
‘accurately meditated of all his* tracts, which,
short as it is, contains ideas onefree trade tha},
wete only 400 fs;r i adv"mce of the opinion of his -
time. - In 1772 a.Corn Rill had been introducdi—
it was passed in the following year=—of whicB
. _Adam Smith %aid that it was like the laws of.
" Stlon, not: the best in itself, but the best that’
““'the situation and tendency of the times’would
admit. _In speaking wpon this measure, Burke hid
laid down those sengible principles on the tradein- -
corn, which he now in 1795 worked out in the
J’Iwughts and Detatls on Scarcity. Those who do
* not toncerr® themselves with economics will per- _
haps be interested in the singular passage, vigor- =
ously objected ¢o by Dugald Stewart, in which
) Burke sets up a genial defence of the consump-
) tinn'qggagrdgnt' spirits. - It is integesting as ap

o* * )
- 4



| ex . 1 2 LAST iEARé’ KK 299

’ - . .. .
argument, and it is mgst charactenstlc..of the -
aut®or., * 4 . ' .
“Lhe aertain.was,now_ falling. 4All who saw
P ———r ® o = .
* him fels that Burke's life as quickly drawing to
. e ® . s .
a close.  His sond,_death.bad.struck_tke_final

blow. We. could dnly with that the years had |
brought to him what it ought to be the fervent ,
o praye? of us afl to find at the, closé of tha long
Strugélé with ourselves and with circumstanc€f—
a disposition - fo l;appiness, a composed spirit to
.Wh_icli time hae made things clear, an unrebellious.
temper, and hopes undjmmed for menking. ** If
thi% was not so, B,urkemab»..léast'obu_si@d,-,_himself to,
*the end_ in_great interests. His.charity.to the
e e : :
unfortunate. emigrants. from. Frafee. was..diligent
* and nnwearied. Among other.sdlid.services *he
established_a_school .near Beaconsfield for sixty -
¥rench boys, principally the orpha®s of Quiberon, B
- and .the children of othergemigrants who had
sufféered in the cause. Almost the last glimpse
that we.have of Burke is'in & record of a visit to
Beaconsfield by the author of tle Virdicies
@allice. Mackintosh had written to Burke to
express his admiration for his chagacter and genius,
f.nd recanting his old edefence of the Revolution.
“Since thate time,” he said,-“a m.elagghgl;_ex-

LN -




-penence has undecewed ‘ne on many subjects in

which T was then the dupe of ‘my enthusmom
When Mackintosh went to,Be"monsﬁeld (Ghnstmas
1796) he was.as. much amazed . as . EVery:one- else

w1th tire exuberance of-his host’ snngd«m conver- !

sation. Even then Bfirke emtered with 'cordlal
glee into the sports of children, rollmg about with
themean the carpet, and pouring out in hxs.gambols

. th%ubhmest images, mixed Wlth the most wretched
puns. He.said of Fox, with.a ﬂeep sigh; £ He is

made.to:be Ioved.’i «There was-the irres1st1bfe out,-

bréfk against “ that putrid carcasé, -that mother of

all ‘evil—the French Revolution.” It_ remmaed

" him of the mccursed thmos that crawled in and out‘
~ of the mouth of* the vile hag in Spensers Cave off

’ smty&elghth,yearzofﬁmssage

Ertor; and h® repeated the nauseous nstanza,
Mackintosh was to be the faithful kmoht of~the
rorance, the ®rightneéss of whose sword’ Was-td
flash destructlon on e filthy progeny. - -5
It-was::on+the=9theofcJuly 1797 that, in the
yreserying:hisfaculties
¥o.the Jast-foment,-hesexpired.. WILh magnani-
Tious tondemess Fox proyosed That Fo should be
buried among #he great dead in Westminster
Abbey ; but:Burke-had-leftstrict-injutictions. that

hissSuabiald: o la

<bezprivate,and-heswas. Jaid . i
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\thehttl@church at Beaconsfield. Tt%a termble
momgent n the Wistory of England and' of Europe,
W
AnSopen gmutiny bad lust_beeh quelled in the fleet.
There had been signs of d%affection in the army.

*In Ireland the spitit of revolt was smouddering,

and in a%ew month8 brokesout in the fierce flames
of a great rebellion. And it was the year of the
politi®l  crimes of Campo Formio; ‘that gipister

ﬁaclﬁﬁatmn in which violence and fraud once mére
: sserted their* unveiled ascendancy in Emope

"
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A‘GTORY is told that in the time when Burl?e Wa?s
still at peace with the Dissanters, he v131ted
Priestley, and after seeing his lgbrary amd hig ®
1ab01‘atory, and hearmg hew his host’s hours were
given to experlmept aﬁld medxta,tmn he exclaifled
that such aglife musl;*ma,ke him_the happlest and®

- most to be enfied of men. It must ‘sometimes

" have occurred #o Burke o wonder whether he had
made the right choice when he locked away the
fragments of s Hista.ry, and plunged into the di®

* traction of party and Pa,rha,ment But hisinterests -
and aptitudes were too strong and overmastering
for him to have been Tight in doing otherwise.
*Contact witleaffairs was an indispensable condition
for the full use of his great faculties, in spite of '
their belng less chltles of affairs than of specu-
lation. Public life was the actual field-in which
to ée_gt_ang work out, and use- W1th gqod effect the
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moral ideas which were Purke’s most sincere and
genuine interests?- .And he was able to Brmor these
mora]. ideas into such, eﬁ'ectwe use betause he was
- 80 entlrdy unfettered by tfe narrowing spirit of
Tormula. -No_man, Yor instance, who thoutht in
formuls would havé writtdn the curious passage
that I ha.ve already referred to, - m which he
euloglses.gm bause under the pressure abthe
céires ‘and sorrows_of our mortal condition, nfn
. l}ave at all txmes'and in all countries called in
®some physical ®aid to their mogal consolation.”
He valued words at their proper rate that. is'to
say, *he knew that some of the g)eatest facts in the
Yife and chagacter of man, ind in the énstitutions
of society, can find no descyiption ahd no measure-
ment in words. Public life, as we &an easily pe}-
ceive, with its shibboleths, its exclusive parties, its

nleasurement by conventignal stand®ds, its atten-

‘tion to small exped1enc1es bgfere the larger is not
a field where such characteristics are likely to
make an instant effect. ¢

Though it is not wrong to say of Blirke tha.t as

an orator he was transcendent, yet in that im-
mediate influence upon his hgerers which is
commonly supposed tosbe the mark of oratorical
Juccess, all the ev1deuce ig *that nge.genm?..
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falled We have seeny how hlS speeoh against
Hastmgs “affected Miss Bume} and *bowe the
speech on the’ Nabob of- A;cot s debts swas Jud}ged
* by Pitt not to be wolth answering. Peehaps the
greatet that he ever made wab that o conclhatxon'

.« With America ; the wisest in‘its temper the most,

« closely loglcal ln\lts reasoning, .the amplest in.
‘appaapriate toplc§, the most™ geferous @.nd con- *

c?hatory in the substance of its appeals. Yet

. Erskine, who was in the House when this Was i

delivered, said that it drove ewerybody’ away,
' inCluding people who wlen they came to read it,
read it over ande over again, and could hardly

_think of . a,lyjthmg else. As Moore says rather t06

ﬂondly, but, With truth,—“In vain did Burke’s
génius put forth its superb plumage, glittering all -
* over with the hundred eyes of fancy—the gait of

the bird was®heavy and awkward, and its voile -

seemed rather 'to ware than attract.” = Burke’s’

gestures were clumsy ; he had sonorous but harsh .

tones he nevet losfa strong Irishaccent ; and his,
* uttefance whs often hurried and eager. Apart from

~ these disadvantages of - accident’ which have been
- overc)bxpe by mey infinitely inferior to Burke, it is.

easy to perceive; from. thesmatter and texture of
.hﬁpeeéesébat haVe become Enghsh classms,

-4
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that the every (luahtles which are excellenges in
literature Were dx’awbacks to the spoken ‘discourses.
A-Tlstener in VVestm;nster Ha]l or the House of
Cq,mmom unlike the reader by his fireside in
another centugy, is always thinking of arg®ments
and facts that bear directly on the special issue o
before hlm Wbpt he wishes to Jear is some partic- o

¢ uiarlty obevent r inference which will eithwrehel

him to make up his mind, or will justify him if his

. 1gind is already made up. Burke never neglected
® these ﬁarticularﬂies, and he nevergwent so wide as

to fall for an instant infe vagubness, but he went
Wlde enough into the generalities that lent force
and light to his view, to weary men wito cared for
nothing, and could not bg expected to care for
anything, but the business actually’in hand and
the most expeditious way through it. The con-
tentiousness is not close epodgh and“rapid,enough
to hold the interest of a praciical assembly, which,
though it was a hundred times less busy than the
House of Commons to- day, séems“to have been
eager in the inverse proportion of what it had to
do, to get that little quickly done.

_Then we may doubt whether dere is any in-
stance of an orator throtving his spell over a large
audiencg, without frequent ‘resort %g the highmes -

v \ L[] L4 . X )
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forms _ of pcommonplaceq Two of thee greatest
speecheso of Burke’s time' are, sﬁpposed oto dave

been Grattaﬁ’s on Tlthes and Fox 's on*<he West—

' minster. Scrutmy, and these were ev1d<ntly full
of th® splendid commonplaces of, the, ﬁrst-rate_ _

rhetorician. Burke’s mmd was not readlfy set to
.these tunes. Theﬁmotmn to whlgh he commonly

‘appewed was thaé too rare one, Yhe lowe of w1s-'

dom and he combined his thoughts and know-

ledce in propositions of wisdofa 30 welghty and .

strong, that thq minds of ordindty hearers were.

not on thesinstant prepat%d for them,

It. is true timt Burkes speeches were notv.
without eﬁect of an- mdlrect kind, .for there 1s .

Good ewdence that at the time when Lord North’s
mmlstry was' ‘tottering, Burke had risen to a
position of the first eminence. in Parhament
When ,Boswgll said® to, h1m that people would

wonder how he could brmo hlmself to take s0
much pains with hlS speeches knowmg Wlth.

certalnty that *not One vote Would be gamed by
them, Burke answered that it is’ very Well worth
while to take pains to speak well in Parhament

for if & man’ spRsks well, he gradually estabhshes

. a_ certain reputation andl consequence in the

> " ewsmoral epig#n; add thougli an eAct that hag

A - * ,.

]
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.; been ably opposed becorges laW yet m 1‘ts pro-
gress it w%oftened and modlﬁed to meet. obpctmns
‘ﬁ?)se fotes has never .been acknowled‘!red directly.
« Aye w,” -Johnson broke in, “gnd there is a
Gratlﬁcatlon of pnde " Though we canndt out-
vote them we Wlll out—a.rgue them.” ‘
Out-argumg i8 not perhapgghe nght word for - »
* most of .Burke’S performances., He is abheart
thmkmg more of the subject itself than of théSe

) on whom it was h¥% apparent business to impress
*a partlcular view of it. He sugrenders himself
wholly to the matter, ant follows up, though with .
2 strontr and close -tread, all she excursions to
Which it _mgy give: rise in an elastlc #telligence
—*“motion,” as De Quingey says « propagating
mation, and life throwing off lifd” But thén
this exuberant way of thmkmg, this willingness
t8 let the subject lead, ig léss apt %in public dis-
‘coursé than it is in hterature,and from this comes
the literary quahty of Burke's speeches. -

With' all, hlS hatred for® the® bookman in
politics, Burke owed much of his owr® distinétion
to that generous richness and breadth of judg-
ment which had been ripened in#m by liferature

- apd his practice_in it.e Like some other men in
our higjory, he sh'owed that boolayare s babieie -

»
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pre‘par;tion for statesmgnship than early training
in thetsubordmate posts and, amoho the permzment

“

r, G -

officials of % publlc depamsment There’ ds.no
copiousness of hterary reference in hia, works
such & over-abounded in 01v1l and. ecclesmstlcaf

o Dublicists of- the seventeenth century. ' Nor can
+ we truly say that‘here is much, though there 1s :

certamly some, of that tact thch htwature 1s *

alfeg\,d to confer on those who approach ft in’a

just spmt and with the true g#t." The influencg - .

-of literature on Purke lay partly ¢n the. dlrectlon

_ of emancipetion f1'om th8 mechanical formulae of

practical politics p partly in the association whlch
it engende®ed, in a powerful ‘undersjanding like

his, between pohtxcs -agd’ the moral forces of the -

world, and befween political maxims and the old
and great sentences of morals ; partly in drawing

him, even when restmo his case on prudence arfd -

expediency, to appee.l to the Wldest and highest’
sympathies ; partly, and more “than all, in opening
his thoughts t& the’many conditions, possibilities,

[
and ¥ vanet?es of untried being” in human char-

acter and situation, and so giving an incomparable
flexibiljty to hi%gethods of political approach.
This flexibility is not te be found in his mag-
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power frem other SOUTCeS ; i from passton, mtens1ty,
1magmatron siza, truth, cogency of loglcal Qreason
"T"an_) ong has nnf)ue‘l himself with that exacting
love of jehcacy, measure, and taste in expression,
*which ‘was untll our own day a sacred trad®ion of
the French, then hé will ot like Burke, Those |
who insist on charm, on wmnygness in style,on /
" subtle® l@rmon&s and exquisife su gest)ﬂn,.are
(ﬁsappomted in Burke ; they even find him i
and over-colouted® And there are blemishes of
* this kind. Hisbanter is nearly glways ungainly,

hlS wit blunt, as Johntpn satd of iy and véry
often unseasonable. We feel that Johnson must
*have been right in- declaring that theugh Burke
-was always in search of_ pleasartries, he never
made a good joke in his life. Asis usual with
a man who has not true humour, Burke is also
Without true pathos. Theethougi® of wrong or
~misery moved him less to pitg for the vietim than
to anger against the cause. Then, there are some
gratuitous and unredeemed® vulBarities; some
images whose barbarity makes us %huddet, .of *
creeping ascarides and inexpu@nable tapeworms.
But it is the mere foppery of Lijarature to suffer
ourselves to be long detained by specks like these. .
The vamejles of Burke's ht,erag orgrhetoricaly, «

~N
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method are very stnkmcr "It is almost mcredlble
- that tne-superb 1mag1nat1ve amphﬁcatxbn ob the
descrlptlon dar Hyder éh 3 descent upsn the GE—"
~ natic should be from the same pen as ths grave
* gimpl® unadorned Address t?) the . King (1777)
‘o wWhere each- senténce fallsmon ‘the ‘ear with the
V' aceent of some gd@en-tongued orgele of the wise
' goda oHis stride i is the stride of £ giant,from the°, .
sentlmentalo beauty of the picture of Marie Antm—- B
nette at Versailles, or the red ®hotror of the tale
of Deb1 Sing in, Rungpore, to the learmng, p051-'
tweness and cool ﬁldlcml mastery of the Eeport on-
 the Lords’ Journads (17 94),! which. Phlhp Franus
no mean” Yudge, declared on the whole to be"
the “ most eminent angd extraordinary ” of all his
productlons Even in the coolest and dryest.of
his pieces, there is the mark of greatness of grésp,
of comprehexfsmn in all its _varietiés Burke°s
style is' noble, earnest deep-ﬂowmg, because his’
- sentiment was lofty and femd and went with
, sincerity and ardent dlscxphned travall of judg-
menf; Fox’ told Francis Horner that Drydens :
" prose was Burke’s great favourite, and that Burke
imitated him Mege than any one else. ~ We may
~ well believe that he waswattracted by Drydens
n 2299, his eop@sness hig ﬁalety, his mankness of
1 Works, xi. 1- 152.
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style, but there ca¥ T hardly have Heen amy con- o
scigus attempt 8} imitati®n. Their toptes yere too
-dlﬁ'eren’a Burke"hdd the style of, his subjects,
th® am htude the wWeight#ness, the laboriousness,
the setse, the high.flight, the grandeur, proper to

a man fealfng with imperial .themes, the free-
dom of nations, the Justlce of ulers, the fortunes ]
of grmt soc1et‘es the sacred ess of law. Burke -
will oalways be read. W1th dehcht and edlfca
tion, because -in the midst of . dlSCUSblOIlS .on. the\
Yocal and the ggcidental, he scatters apophthegms
that take. us.into the reglons.ot' lasting . wisdem.

In®the midst of the torre®t of his “most stren-
'uous and pasqonate dehverances Re-suddenly -
rises aloof from his immediate ®ubject, and in
all tranquillity reminds 'us of same permanent
relation of things, some enduring truth of human
Jife or society. We do nof hear ghe organ tones
of Milton, for faith andTreedam had otler notes -
in the seventeentlt century There is none of
the complacent and wile-sbrowed sagacity of
Bacon, for Burke's were days of eager personal®
strife and party fire and civil division. We are
not exhilarated by the cheerfulnegs, the polish, the
fine manners of Bolingbroke, for. Burke had an .
8nxious conscience, and was eax"gest and -intent

[ ] : ) (') -

~ - ‘
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that thq. goo?i should ’mum?h. And ygt Burke
is amo?c the greatest of%hose wit have. wmgght _
‘marvels in the prose*of our Enfnhsh tongu —
- The influence of-Buske off the pubhclsbs of .the o
genera&mn after the Revolution was muh lesse
considérable than might haveebeen e'xpe&’cad. In
Germany, Where tlg‘}e has been so much excellent
wntmg aboiit~Staa wsenschaﬂ, wih such verty *°
59 d: darkness in the wisdom of practlcal politic$
there is & long list of writers gvho have drawn -
theif msplmtlon from Burke. In, France, publi®
cisté of the sentlmeatal sebool hke Chateaubriand,
and . the pohtlco ecalesiastical school, like Pe
Malstre fas}uoned a track of theirown. In Eng-*
land, Burke masle a” deép matk on cohtemporary -
opinion duringethe last years of his lifé, and then
his influence underwent a certain eclipse. The
official Whigs gonsideged him a-renegade and @
heresiar¢h, who had comYmtted the deadly.sin of -
breaking up. the party ; and th&y never mentloned
his name without bidterness. To men like God-
'wm the autbor ‘of Political Justice, Burke was as
Antlchmst Bentham and James Mill thought of
him-as a declaiger who lived upon applause, and
who, as one of thel says, was for protecting every-
thlng old no?ecause it wag good but becausd

. - .° /
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*it ex1ste‘1 In one quarter only" d1d he’exert a

_ profpungsinfluchpe. His' maxim that ‘qerf might-

==employ their sagamfz in discoverieg the latent
W1§dom“ that underlies Senetal preJudlces and
sold irfstitutions, instead of exploding them, in-
spired «Colerldge, #5 I have already said; and
the Colendglan school are Burke’s direct descend- ,

7 ants, Whenever ¢hey deal with tbe significapeegand
the rélations of Church and State. ththexocaﬁ\
- nected these views so closely with their views in’

‘e metaphysics and theology, that the’ assoc1at10n with
Burke was effectually digguised. 7, o

Phe only English writer 8f ghat age ‘whom we

cam
enduring power, 18" Wordgwortb, that. deep-glow-
ing representative in another field, @nd with maty
rare elements added that. ~were. all his own, of
those . harmonising. and . conmhato!y forces and
-ideas -that make mans deginy easier %o him, .
through reverence ‘for the past, for duty, for
institutions. He was born ein the year of the
Prosent Discontents (1770), and when Burke wrote®
the Reﬂectwns Wordsworth was standing, with -
France “on the top of golden Iours,” listening
w1th delight among the ruins of the Bastille, or
on the banks of the Lou‘e, _ « theil_omgless sound .,
- & ¢ i
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- of j joy €kat was in the sky * 'When Fance lost®
- faith - ﬁnd freedom, zamd° Napoleqﬁ hadebuilfy his
-, throne on ﬁlelr grave he bégan tos,see- § fhoga™w:
' §trong elements which®for Burke had all his tife
been the. true and fast foundation of thé® social®
world, . 'Wide as is the difference’ beffeen an °
( oratorical andadeclamatory mind hke Burke’s,and .
' ~'.the.1east othtoricpl of all poets,dyet ux}'dEr this N -
Wementowgf form .and- temper there. is- strlklrfg
Clikeriess in- spmt . There: was.the* same- energetlc
feehng about mgral thought_and f.'eehng, the same o
. frie of -gounsel sand prudence, .the.same "love
for the slownessof fime, the same. slight account
% held .of . mere intellectual- knowledgé and even®
‘the same .ruliflg: sympathy with that side of the
~ cRaracter of Enghshmen which Burke exulted in,
as “their sullen resistance of innovation.” . e

- : N - N
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