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• 
CH;.PTER I . . . ... . . ... 

t ~ARLY LitE AND FIR~T ~IT!IJNGS • . . . . .. 
J:r 117.i~l soon be a hundred• and twe~y ,-ears sifl.ce 
~ur\e "first to~k his s~atein the H<fuse of Co~. 
mons; ana it is eighty-five years sinr.e his 'iO\ce 

• • • ce~' 1lr o'e~ .dearu~ lil:M\.-e;·' o'llice- rllS u-ealiti; aos 

d"ring his liitl, opini~n :s to the place ,to whi~h 
};e is entitle<f among the eminent' men .~t ~is • 

·, ~ . . . . 
-

1 WriH~n.in~l867. • • 
N~TE.-The preseut-·writer published! a• study -on- -~drke 

sorill).iwen~-V'-ears,ago .• It was almfst entirely~ritical, and 
hf.:qo sense a narrative., The volt*i~hat is ~ow submit~ed 
~·my readlrs firit a12.p,eared iJJ. the series of English Men~/ 
L~f4s, Itjs biograpl{oal.,rat~ than critio~, andeztot m~re "': 
tl¥'n about a sco~ of p!ges han been reproduced in i.i fr~m • ~ 
the e~lier 8ook. ·~hree iages ha-~ been inserted• from~an 
artie~ Bu~ contributed by me" to the new edi-8ion of the 
$ncycloprediJ'J3ritannica ; and I haie to thlllllk Messrs. Bla

0
J[ 

for the great cou.tesy with which they have allowed ·mete 
transcribe the passage ~· These. borrowings from ~1,. 
former self, the rea-der wil"lperhaps be willing to excuse, on · • 
the old Greek principle that a man may once say a thi.lg as h­
woUld have it said, Ills /J~ o(nc EPOEXETiu-\e can-hardlysay i: 
twice.~J;-cM.~.lSE)· 

• B ·• • • 



2 BURK~ CHAP. 

. . ~ 

country has touched eyery e•xtreme. Tories!have 
extolled him as the-~saviour--0of~Europe.O...:w:h~s 
h~ve 8etested ·him- as the destroyer <of. tis~-~. 

·one undiscriminating .panegyrist ca!ts him ~; 
most profound and comprehensive of politicacJ• 
philosophers that .has yet existed in .the world. • 
!nother • and mo~e •distin"'uished ~riier.. insists 

J o• · 'r 
that he is _'li. i;splel!dent and far.~eeingcrije~oric~an, 

~ ratherthan a rieep and suptle: thinker. A third 
tells ·us .. that .Pis works• canti.ot bo too much.loUI· · . . . . ....•. 
study, if . we• mean . eiihef to-understand or· to 

- . . . 
maiuta~ ~ainst · its various cnemit!:!, tpen .and 
ooncioaied, designing a~d •mistaken, the s~Iar . 

. constitution· of this fort~na~e islan8.. · A fourth; 
0 on th~ contrary, declares that it woUld be hard tO 

find a single lea~g pr\pcipl~ or prevailing ien£1-• . : . 
· met.t in op~ half o~ these works; to which. s~e-

thing. extremely ~jrse fPandot .be found m the 
o~er h:lf .• A fifth callSDhim._on~ ef ti:e grJJa~t 
men,. arid, ·.Bacon alo~ etc~ed, th"-~ltest - . ~.--.; ,._. 
thrllke;, who ever oovoted jimse"W' to t~e practice 
of . Engfish I>olitics. 2et; oddly ~ugfi."'~ the 
o.uthor of the fifth verdict will ·haKe it. tha~ ·this 

et•great man and great t~r was actually out 
, of his mind when he composed the pie~s fo; which 

. . . . . 
he has been most widely admired arid revered. 

• & 



• • . . 
I .,liifntL Y LIFE 3 . . , 

A•su~cient intet.;.al has .now .passed~tO,.ll.Jlow 
atl the•sediment . o~party fan.aticism tofall,to the 
bt>fi;om. :The circumstances of the worlt! have 
• .til 
sm._ce Burk~'s.time;rtndergone variatJ.on enough to· 

• ~nable us to judge, ftoin many points of view, how 
far he wafio the splendid_ pamphleteer of. a faction, 
a"nd<h~ iar \e was .a.contributor. to the •universll 
stock ;r i~uring • .;isdom .. Opinimfi~lowly, but 
without reaction, s~ttling down t8 ih: verdftlt that ' 

· :{3u:.ke is one -of·the.a.bidiflg,-names,j,nc-9Ur.history; -·--· .. not because he'.el4her-saved Europt! or destroy~d 
• • • • . I 

the. W'hi~ :rYttrty, hut because he adde~_to.-th~ per-
6~ent consideratio:tts .M 'ise political tho~gkt, aitd 
tg the muill!s,ofw~~actice in great affairs: and 
because he'illiprints himselfupon us with a•mag-• 
Jiti.ienc~ and e~evation c4 expteision . th~t places 
lll.m among the highE~st maste1 of literature, in• one 
~f.itS highest and nto~t C¥Jm~ding s~nses. Those 
;po have a9q~eJ a love for ab\tract politics ' 

. am!ct th" almost ~ttlemtttical closeness :.Ud pre-
.· ;isi~n of.Jiobl)ttS, th't phllosC~phic. calm &r ~ke 

m ~ ~ven the 'majeatic a»dJJolc~ fcnrmu 
of Milton, are•revolts.d by th~ unrestrained passiQil • 
and the decorated ~e- of Burke. His passion .. 
appea~s hOilelessly. fu.ta.l to success in. the pursuit 
• • of Truth, who .does not· usually. reveal herself. to 

• 
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·followers thus inflamed.· His• ornate style ap~ears 
fatitl to the cautious and precfse method ~~ stato~ 
ment, 0suitable to matter not known al all q11: ' .. 

, less ·)mQ~ri· distinctly. Yet tp.e natural ard~ur ' 
whl.ch ·impelled Burke to clothe his judgment~V • 

•;: i~ g!owi~~· and. e:agge:tated •phrp~ is. one 
sec~et of b1s.P~wer over us,,b;cause !t )~.~dlell . 
in tnose w!'o

0 
are capable of th~t generQu~ mf~c~ 

' tioh a • respondel!t interest an4 sympathy. But 
more thari ~is. the read~r is speedily conscious of· 
the .precedenc~ in Burk~ or the- factS of- m'ortfit,t 
and ~oriduct. of the many interWoven •afiirulie~ -of 
· hamaa :ffection and hiRofical relation, over 1ihe 
unreal necessities of mere• abs~ract logic; Burk¢ 
•lllind·~as full of the matter ~f greahruths, ~opi~ 
ously. enriched f~m the)'ountains of gene:.:ous•an~ 
many..:colo~red fe~li~g. H~ :h~ught ab~u~ li!e !).~ 
a whole, w1t~ a11ItsltBfil'll¥tles and al11ts pomp~ 
With none o.f the mental ex~~sh~mess of t~ 
moralist.by profession, ~e ftllcfevery -p!lge -Jith . . . .. .. . . 
sol~n reference anci mean~ ; \wth n<w-e of. the·. 
mechani~al bustle of the common po~ian,0~ is . . . ~ -. . . 
~erywhere conscious of . the mastepY of laws, in~ 

• stitutions, and governnient i'Cr the character and , 
happiness of me~ Besides thus _diffusipg a str~n~­
light over the awful tides of human circumstance, . . 

• 0 

, 



• fi?LY •LrFE • ,. ~-
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•Bur\e has the sacreti gift of 1nspiring men to use 
~ gi-av.eediligence 1.¥ caring for high things, and in 
.making bluiir lives at once rich and austere .. Such 

0 .• 

-&. part in <ftterature is indeed high. _ ,}yecfe.eLno 
enlotioii of. revolt when Mackintosh _ sp_eaks of 
~hakespeare and. Burke in the same· breath, _as be~· 
j.ng both if llem: abo~e mere. tMent. And we io 
;not-dtSten' whem Macaulay,. af'ter .r.acijng.,.Burke's 
~Orks'ove:r .ags. exclaims,. ''}IoJr.Tadm,irable! , 

.'The-greatest man-Since MiltOn." • 
• • 0 

, 0 • 

• !he ,;r~ise d:te of 13urke's birth cannot be ~ 
s~~d with · certaintr.~.Ul that w~ can ~al. ~ 
that it took .place in e•her 1728 or 1729, "anl it 
.i~ possible t}ijtt we may set it down in one~t the. 
~thl:r year, as we choose. to reckon by the old or 
the ne"' style. The bese.opinio;_is. t4at. h~. was 
b~Ptr a_t_,;J:)ubli~,.,-~n .othe~ l?Jli. oL.,J.arruar~....,l7,~.~ . 
(N.S.). .His father wal a sotcitor in ~ood practice, , 

• • • 
~i js b•lieved t~l\ve b:en d:scenaed f~m some 
Eourkes of ooanty Limerick, who held ~resp,ect• . . .. . 
ablj loca1.,tosition i-8 the time of the «»vil wars. 
Bu~ke's mot~er belonged t~ t~e- Nagle familj, • 
whiCh bad a strong connectiOn m the county of ... . ' Cork ; they had been among the last adherents. of 
James n.: and they .. remaine(}. firm Catholics . 

• • • 
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0 
Mrs. Burke r€mainM true- te~the Ghurch -ol~:her0 

ancestors; and her . only daughter was br~,ght UJ> 
in th(o same faith. Edmund Burke aml his.tw.o . . 

brothers;-.-Garret and· Richard;-- were~-B'red ~in .. tM 
; . . . 
;religion·oMheir-father; but·Burke never, in after •. 
itinies, lost a -.large and generous ewa y of thinking 
"atloufr thet more a-dcient cre~d of hill uiother .and 
his ·uncles.ot • • • I"• • 

. . 0. 

In.;1741 •he was sent to sc,10ol at B:rntOre, . . ~ 

a village- some thirty iniles away· from Dublin,. 
where Abr~ham Shackleton, a ~uaker fronr Y&-k: 

. . 
~ shire, had established himself fifteen Jeil.tl. e(ltore: 

and -aad~ar~ed a wide :Apj.tation as a succe~~l . . . 
teacher and a good-man. •According.to Bur~e, he 

orichli• deserved this -high cl1aracte~ It was i~ 
Abraham Shack,ton thRt he" always professel ~ 

. owe.~'hatever gain had.t!ome to him from educa­
tion.. If -r am a~thin~ he. said _ ~ariy·- ~~i] 

._. af\erwards, it is the ~du~tion I hfd there· tliat 
has ma_de me 0so. ..His wastit'~ll as· a te~~r 
did.not impress chim more than t4~ ~xample that 

< • • 0 • • 
was ·every day set before him, of U.priNneso end 

• s~mplicity of !J.eart. • Thirty yearfla!er, when 
,Burke had the news of Sha~leton's death (1771), 
" I had a true honour and affection," he wrote, 
" for that excellel!t man. I feel s<:!methlng like :C 

• • 0 
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•satisjaction in the midst of m,- concern, that I ~as 
fortunate enough ~ have him .once under :my· roof. . . . 
before his departure." No . man has ever had a . . . . 

"deeper or '!nore tender reverence than Burke for 
h<1mely goodness, simple purity, an<! all the pieties 
aof life, it ~ay Fell be that this natural predis- · 
position·§f llll characters at.;on~e so geJ\ial Itn,d.so· 
ser!oft~as his, ~:li!J.ally stamped.o~him by his 
.first s~h1loimastet. It is true that h' was qnly two 
years at· Ballitore, but two years" at that • plastic 
·tillie Qften build .up habits in the ~d that all the 
~e~ .. Qf t li!e failtto pulf down. . • 

:··In ,.,.1'7f.l:.a .. ~J!!=~~""],)i~~g~&;,~ia<t~~,..;~,;,;~~.rii}i.ty 
Qgllege, :><J>¥p}iP:,_,_;md ehe .. remained- therl! ·c. Until 

• l14~ .. -~~~~:P~;;W9!i:llli.l.:&~!l~l9J:~&.,~~~e. • Thes~ 
\fiv# years do not appe!\f to h\ve been spent in 
strenuous industry in th! beaten• paths of acidemic 
roatine, -. Like so many otl:ter men.ol fine ·gifts, . . . . 
Burke in his youth waldesl!toryand~xcursive. He 
~p1ea_at l!~rge\.~er t~e varied· he~hts tP,at ·tempt 
aour <_JUri?sit,,.as tledaw: of in~lligence urst lights 
tJi~u~lfne ah~r aflother, "ith b~witc~ing_visions· 
and_Illusive~agw. · "All ~y stu ~Xes," Burke wrote • 
in .17 46, when he was in the midst of them, "hlve 
rath~r proceeded fr~ sallies, of pas~ion, than froni 
the prefetence of sound reason lt and, like aU other 



• 
• 

' 

·. • 
• 

• 
Q 

natural appetites, have bee~ very violent for a0 

season, and very soon cooled, fiid quite.itbsorbed 
in the succeeding. r·· have often thought it~ 
, 0 • • 

humorous consideration to observe aud-su:m up al~ 
the madness af this kind I have fallen into, this • · _ 
two years past. First I was gr«iatly taken with• 
n%tu~l ppilosophy-; Fhich, while I l:!h~uld hav~ 

'given my ~ng. to.logic, emptoyej me.i~~eently. 
This I, call JDY juror mathemttticus. .131!t this t . • . . ' • -
worked off as aoon as \ began to read . it in the 
college, as :rae!l• by repletion. cast off their stoma~hs· . 

I:) all they have eaten. · Th~n I turried b~~ to.!~gicr 
and met~hytics. HereJ ~emained a good wli~, 
ana with much pleasure, .an_d this was Il_lY fur'or 
logicus~ a disease very common in .the days o'f. 
ignorance, and VI'JY uncQmmoo_ in these e~li~tl' 
ened ijmes. Next succeeded the furor historicus, 

.which. ~lso.had its d'!f, but is n~w no more, boong. 
\ entirely absoroed in t~ fi!:lor poeticU:" .. · · 
· . 'rhis ii fro111 one of·~~\e~s ~ters to. ~ic~att't 

Shacklet"n, the sotrof hlSeschoolmaste~ w1th whom­
'he had fo~mid one ofthose c,ose f;ien<\InpsJaat 

• fill the life of genei'ou~ youth, as ambition :6lls ari 
en~rgetic manhood. Many tears wer~ shed when 

'the two boys parted at Ball'rtore, and they kept 
up their intimaCJi by a steady correspondence.· 

""' . . . ... ~ . 
4 • 

. • • 0 

J') • .,._ .. ~· . 
• • • , 

• • • • . , . • .. 
0 \ • • - • 

~ •· . -- ... . 
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• 
ThE'J' discuss the ~verlasti~g dispute as to- the 
ultimate .fate of lbose who· never heard the sav-• . 
jng name of-Christ. They send one anoth~ copies 

• 
ot verses, !nd Burke prays for Shackleton's judg-

, . 
menton an invocat~on:of his new poem, to beauteous 
'nymphs who haunt the dusk"Y wood, which hangs 
.recumbe;t e'er the crystal fioo<t. Burkt is warned • • 

.... 

bye Siittckleton to •endeavour to lhte ljCCording to 
·t1ie rft.les of the• Gospel, and he hw.mbly .accepts • . ' 
the good ad vice, with thi deprecatory plea that in .. 
·a ~wn it is diffic~lt 4'1 sit down to•tbtnk seriously. 
•It ~ e,siEi', he says, to follow the rules of the "" 
<i3spel in · the countiY chan at Trtnity (l)lle_ge, 

. . . . 
Dublin. In the regioneof profaner things the two 

,friends canvass the• comparative worth of ~allus' 
'ana· of Tully's Epi~les. • BurkE!Iholds for the his-
. . 
torian, 'Who has, he thin!s, a fine,· easy, div~i:fied 
nam.tive, mixed ~th reflecti~, moral ahd political, 
'neither very trite nor ~bvi<fus, nor out of the vay 1 
tl'M_ab!fract~ a\i tjlis ~ the true ~eauty of his-
.__ . 1 b . • -. wnca o seNatwn. • • 

• • • • • • 
~me ,.:?ages of verse describe to Shackleton 

how his frien_d passes the dlty, bu~ the reader wjll • 
perhaps be content to learn in humbler prose that 

·"> -

Burke .ros'e.with the dawn, and. st~ode-forth- into 
'the country through 'fragrant •gardens and :the 



• 
• 
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10 O • J3UR~~'- t • 

·- ~~· 

·• .t • 

. , CHAP, 

pride'"of·May, until '\vant· of-tbreakfast-drove.him 0 

back-unwillingly to the town,-lfhereamid~~ct~re, 
and- beoks ·his heart ··incessantly~ turned· .. jQ_ t~ 

river-and. the .fir-woods--oLBallitorEt-• In' the• . . 
evening he again turned his back on 'the city, • 
taking his -way "where Liffey rolls her dead dogs

0 

t~ the sea;" along to the wall~on the sl10~, whence 
he delight6:!1 ~ see the sun si~ko into J;he~a~rs, 

• gildin~ ocea~, ships, and city• as it ;ar.isMd: 
• ~J 

Alas, it was beneath th~ dignity of verse to tell . . . . . . . 
us what. we.should most. gladly have kno-.rn: 
. ~ . ' . 

;, For, . • ~ • .: . • 
• 0 • ~ . ~-

•Th& muse nor can, nor WiTI declare, .,;_-... ~·. 

What is my work, and .:hat my studies there. . . .. . . "'•"' .. • 
·What seriousenouriskment Burke was ·la)in( 

' ·. . . '. ·-

in . fpr his understandixfk we cannot learn from · 
- 0 . - • 

. any othet'. source. 0 He desQribes himself;' as 

• sp~n~~ . th:t'ee houri ,alriost !1ry··:~ay~-in · th; 
public ·librarf; "the b~t WI}-Y4'lll the w~ld~' .•fltl 
add; oddJ.y enoug('" of "killing tho•~ht." I .have 

. • 0 • .• • 
read some history; he says, and . a~ng ~~er 

• pieces of histoty, "I• am endeavouring to get 'a 
little into the accounts of this, o~ OWn , poor . .. 
country,"-a pathetic expression, which. repre-
sents Burke's peJ1>etual mood, as long as he liv~d; 

. ~ ... ..,_ 

• • 0 
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'• . • • 

of ~ection!'tte pity• for his native land. Of. the 
~m1ne.nt Irish~en ewhose names adorn the annals 
8~ -Trinil;y- College . in the eighteenth . ..:~!!t"':lry, 

·Burke was• only contemporary at. ,the .. University .. . - . 
'•with one, theJuckle!)s.sizar who in,theJulluess of 

time wroj;e · the• Vicar. .of Wakefield. There is no 
evidEmce.thAt at thiF.time lte and GolMmithw~e ·. 
acquai~tefi with•o~e another. Fl~dltlad gone to 

• • li • 
"Oxford _some time before. Th~ one or two com- • 

. _pa!lio~s whom B~ke mentions i~. hi! letters are .,. 
on,_y s"hadows of Jlames.. The mig'Rty Swift died 

•ill l,.Ur;,"bmt there is nothing of Burke's upon the -' 
•• c • 

~enl In the sameey~r came the Pretlnd~r's 
• 

invasion, and Burke sp~e of those who had taken . . 
•part in it it! the sA.me generous spirit hetfi,l wayll 
'~h~ed to the partisan!1 of lo~ llistoric causes. 
_ . , 9fhis own family B:rke lays little, sa~ t~at 
.in 17 46 his mother h~d a diingerons illness. · In · 
ail my life, ie ~tea ~ h~ friend, ·I never fovnd I - .. . . . .. 
sq•hea~ a grief,~ re~y ill4J well k!low what 

•it was bJfor~. •. Bur\e's fath~ is said to +tave been 
a ~n of angry and irritable temper, •and their· 
disagre~ment,s were freque:dt. Tliis unhappy ~r- • 
cumstance made the time for parting not unwel­
come.~ In 1747 Burke's name had been .. entered 

~--:!I!' . >-•·. I 

• at the ·Middle Temple, and afteftakihg his-de~ee, . ~ 
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he · prepared to. go• to England to pursui. the 
ordinary course of a lawyer's sOildies. He.~rrivep 

in .Lo~on: in _tb~.J~!J.:r~y .cpari;~{)f,l7_50. • .. , 
A period of nine years followed, iz! which the • 

• circumstances of Burke's life are envelop~d "in• • 
nearly complete obscurity. Hs. see!lls to have ... 
kopt :his ~rins in the• regulllJ way ateth~ Templs,, 
and from /bat mastery of le~aft pri~i~~~ lnd 

• methofls whioh he afterwards showed·- in • SO~lEf 
. . 
important transactiqns; me might infer that he . 
did more io.qualify him~lf for practice tl~m· . . _, . 

o merely dine in the hall of his inn.~ lor• . .f.aw~ 
~~s 1Ppr~fession_an~n.instrument;;o~p\u. 
giscipn.ie, . he _had ·_alway': the "profqun,d;~ f.~s_pect 
i~ ~ply deserves, though• he saw that it wa~· 
not without drawbacks ef its• own. The law, :he' 
said,,in his fine descriptton of G~orge Grenville, . , . 
in words that all WtO think about schemeS' of . - . 

t ed11cation _ought to pon~er, ~·is, in jlY. opinion, orie 
of the fitst atd noblest -of ~juan scie¥ce8.; •'a 
scie'llfe w&ich does ~e lo qu~ken,~'Jid invigor_ate• 
the ·underBJanding than all the other kinds.~/ liiL'Wt-

• ing put together!' but it'".i.s not apt, exc~t in persons 
very happily born, to open and to liberalise the 
mind exactly in the same . proportion." 1 ·Burke 

' . 
1 Jt.merican Taxation. 

• .. 
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wa!l~evercalled to_the.Bar, and the circumstance 
~at,. ~b~~t th~ tinfe ~he~ he ought to have been 
}opking wr his first guinea, he published a.couple . . . 

of .books that had as little as _possi~le to do with 
• _either law or equity, is a tolerably sure sign that, 

he had follo,-ed*the same desultory courses at the, 
· Temple &s \te had iolloweTi ;t Trinitf Colle~e. 
~e'hi~-- ooly to:t;u oYer again ate,- old story.: 
'The vague attractions of literatwe 'revail8d over·, ' 

. . 
. _th~ duty of taking up a•serious prof~ssion. · His i 
fa~er; who had s"t his· peart on h&ving a son in . 

e e : I 

th~-~nk-of- a barrister, was first su~picious, then . • 
~tiem!lly indignant, ~f' at last he wit!ldrew lrls : 
sori·s ''a:nowance, or else "educed it so low that the ; 
<. . t 

. :recipient codld not' possibly live upon it•. Thi~ i 
cat~trophe took piace 'some ~me in 1755,-a : . . ' 

ye~r of note in the history •of literature, b the : 
.date of the publicati~ of iohnson's lJictionary. 

0 0 • • 

It was ·upo.v. ~eiaturi, the most .seductive, J;he J 
~1>&t de-ceiving, t'most.dan~ous~of.pt<;>fessions, 

-that Bu;ke,'l'ike sq,-ma~y Jn!ndreds -.C1f. smaller 
~n• before and since, ·now threw-hin1!!elf for a 
livelihood. • • • • •

1 

Of the details of the struggle we know very 
1 

little. Bv.rke was not fond in after life oftalking 
1 

·about his· earlier days,-not. be~ause -he had .any 

'I 

• 

• • 
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;false shame· about-tLe.,straite.ana~:hard.shif~ of 

~you~hful '"neediness, but -becau~·.; he~was:,&.d.oWei. 
1with ,a,; certain .in born, stateliness. of ,_naQrre, th!li · 

made him unvilling to waste thoug}).ts.on the)ess. 

dignified parts of life. · This is Iio tinqualiffed
0 

· virtue, and Burke might .. have,escaped some .. weari-
. .... . 

sdlne -fret~ and enibart'assme:t¥s'.in-his~ex~tence, if 
he· had:.,be~-.eapable of Jetting .. the • d~il!~t-the 

. . ~ .. . . 
' daylieo.more.lleaVJ.yj,J.p9Q.him. So far as it goes,· 

however, it !s ~ sign of ment!:!-1 health t}).at a ~an, . 
. should be able to cast .beltincl him the ba~n 
ct memories of • bygone squalor. We may•.be• (ure· 

th~t ~hatever were th~ ea:.ternal ordeals of tis 
apprenticeship in the slip"ery craft of the literary 
9.dvei)Jiurer, Burke never failed in keeping for his• 
constant compantns gentrous· ambitions and iftgl!' 

thousflts. He ·-app~ars 0to have f1;equei:J.t'ed '~he. 
debating cTubs in Fl~t Str~et and the Piazz£ of. 

• 0 0 

~ Covent Garden,- and he sh~ed t~ ft)mmon tl\ste 
• • 0 • • • 

of his tin!e: for_ t~he~e. ~ was ~uch ·()t ~ 
wandererrp~rtly frol:l\the nafiral d&lll-e o!rest\ess 
youth .to 'See the world, and partly becaus~:l:lis· 

• hEOtlth was weak. In-after-life,.he,:"Was .. a.:mano oi 
great strength, capable ... noLonly~.of :bearing · tne 

strain of :prolonged application-to books-and papers 
in-.thesolitude.:of'lris:::libraryr but·of .b;a,rfug it at: .. 

··:-.. : ·- ;_ ~; ~ :-. 

I 

.... · ·(,~; ..... 
.. 

• 

' 

' 1 ' 

• 
• 

• 
0 
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• 0 
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the . .s~me time wit'ft the dis\racting COIII.bJnation 
if acti'e busines~ among.,men. ,At the date- Of 

1 , I . ~. , 

w:hich· ~ are speaking, he used to seek a. milder 
·air ~t,' Bristol, or in Monmouthshire• or Wiltshire . 
• He p~ssed the summer in retired country villages, ' 
readi~g ~nd, wilting w~th desultory industry, .in 
eompany. · "\fith Wil~am B~rke, a nanfesake oot ' 
pefh~;rs ng kins-&att. It would be- iHte~esting to . ~· . ... . 

'know the plan and scope of his. stul!lies. We are • 
. practically reduced to c•njecture. In a letter of 

c • . - • .• ' 

c~nsel to his so11 ia ajter yea~s, ke gave him a ; 
·~e'!ght:fp¥Jce of advice, which is pretty plainly .• ~ 

. e• I ... • 
ilbe ~ey to the reality~~~tn! fruitful~ess cJf hJ§ o~n · 
knowledge. "Readingf he said, .~'.and mU:Ch reail- : 

• ing, j is good' But •t'he power_ of diversifyiPJg t!IA : 
• • ' I 

tncttler infinitely irt your flwn. mi?Wj, and_ of. applying . 
-it fo:every.oc~n thata~ises,_isfar better;. fitJ.don't: 
.sufiJress the viviaa vis." If e have ~o more of . 
Burke's doin~ tha~ ob:cure and tantali~g : .• 
.g~pses; tantalis~ be~use.Ji; wls thtn at.the. 
ag~ wh~n. dlft.racter• usuallY. eithe'i-- fri"ers iJ;self, 
aw~, or grows strong on the inward MJ.stenance' 
of ~olid and. resolute aspirations~ Writing fr~m~ 
Battersea to his old comrade, Shackleton, in 1757,, 
he begins with.an apology for. a long silence that. 
"se~ms to ·have continued f;om•months to years.' 
. ; 24021. . . : 

. . , 

1) JUL..;1968 A -:\' tlf NDHt. i 
lib' ~6 
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• 

• 

• . ... 

. !: q·:"~· 
. ::;, Ll8RA!Y, .,_ • 
• • • • !-¥- I,.,._ 
~ . .... 



' 

• ' • • 
BURKEl' • • 

• 

• CHAP. 

0 
"I have broken all rules; r' have. n.eglecte ... all 
decorums; everything except «that I hav~ .neve» 
forgot 1t friend, whose good head· and Mart hay& 

. . . 
made me este~ and love him.. What appearance . 
there may have been of neglect, arises from my 0 • 

manner of life ; chequered with wri~us. designs ; 
softletiruea-in London, •some tilDeS in rl!mtte .part8 
of the countrvt: sometimes in 1rlnce, aad s\oreY., 

... . . . ... 
• please God,. t" be jn America." • 

:::=. One of t~e Jmndred inscrutable rumo~t·s t~at',. 
' hovered about Burke's :rytme W6J.S, that he itt o1te 

0 ·time actuallY. did visit America. This was• J·7Ist" ·~ 
. . ' .. 

as • un~ru!P as that he ~csme a convert to the· 
• 

Catholic faith ; or· that · M was the lover of Peg 
Wofiil~@ton; or that he contffited Adam Smith's • . 

• · chair of moral plJUosophjr at Glasgow alo~g ~tlf ' 
Hume~ and that b<ijih ~urke and. Hume w~re 
rejected in• favour o& som~ foriunate Mr. James. 

.. Cl<\W. They are all t1iikee unfoullliei. But the 
. . 

• 
• 

same lett~r in£t,rmJJhaclsleto~·;a circumst:m~e 
more real11.nd4ore ip1p<irla»4 than ·a~y o_f th~e.• 
though im details are only doubtfully kn&wm: .. . . ' 

•Bqfke had marrted-'\t1len and whe]#l, we cannot 
tell. Probably the marriage took place in the 
winter of 1756. His wife was the da!lghter of 
Dr. ~ugent, an :rl-ish physician once settled at • 

• 
• 0 

~ .. 
• .. • 0 

·?, . • ~ • .. 
• .., 

' • • • • 

, 
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Bat~• One, story is that Burke consulteq him in 
mte of h! visits to ~he west of England, and fell 
in. love with his daughter. Another version tnakes 
•• • • • • • I 

Burke consult him after Dr. Nugent J:!ad _removed 
. · • ~ London ; and tells how the kindly physician, 

~- consideri.D.~ t~t.the noise and ~ustle of chambers 
·over a.sht>p •must hiitder Ms patient's :T:eco"Verf, 
offpled• t:_. room~ ill his own hou~ ·•'However ~, .uvu • 1 

these things may have been, &U i4be , eviuence 
·~Jlo~s Burke to ha~e bee:n.- fortunate. in. ~he choice 
or ftcciaent that best<JWE1P upon hi!n; his -wife. 

-?lr.'!~ Bunce, hle her :father,-was,. up. to .,the . time 
'. • ' I • I. •. 

of-her marriage, a Gath~lic. Good judget bd-ons-
ing to her own sex desc~be her as gentle, quiet, 

-.toft it~ her m:!nners, ~nd well-bred. She haS. the • 
q"ltalrties that best fitted• and. ~sposed her to 
soot~e tlie vehemence anlirri~bility of her ~~m.:. 
~ni~n. Though sl!e af~rwarlls conformed to the 

• • • 
religion of hW-' -ll.us ban<l, it was. no, insignifica:ttt 

coiJ!cidence that in~ of ,ihe. ~sf, relations of 
lJs l,ife tie atdwspheje- of" Ca-tholi~m-,~as- thus 
poUFe\1 round the- great c-preacher 'of •<the ~-crusade . . . . 
agamst the ·REWolution. • 

About the time of his marriage, Burke made 
his first apuearance as an author. It was in 1756 
tftat he published A Vindication- olNatural So,;uty, 

• • 0 • 
... 41 

• • • . . 

-· 

• 
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· and the more- imp~rtant e~say, A Pkilosa,kical 
Inquiry into the Origin of 01lr 0Ideas .on tit: Sublime -

and JJ'eautijul. The·_latter.of the~ \a& certai~Y. · 
be€m written. a long time before, and there is even 
a traditional story that Burke \vrote if -whe~ lJG "' 
was only ninetee~ years old. Bet~ of. th_ese p_:r- ~ 
itrmA.ncls have in .differe•t degre~s ea pistot1c 
~eaning, ~u~neither of the~ ;,~tid h~v~ =~rv\red 
to Qll'l' ·own ~ay.uriless they had· been'~ a.Ssociated 

. . .. . ........ 
with a nall1e pf power.. A. few:·:words will su.ffic~ 
to d~ justi<lE1 to them ~r~ .And. first.:a,s~ to:~e.­

~ Vindication. of Natural Soeie.ty. Itso ~\ernaJive 
title • \Val, A View of th't ~Jitseries and .Evils aris~ 
to Mankind from every" $pecies of Civil Society, in 

• a Llttl11' t~ Lord -·-, · by a late ·woble W. rit~r ~ . . . . . ...... 

Bolingbroke ha~ died. tn 1751, and in 175-f his · 
. 0 ·~ • . ' 

phMsophical. worki were posthumously given. to .. 
the worldby.David~allet. Dr.•Johnson's-begga!l". 
Siotchman, to whom Boltngbr"kl' had left half.a­

cro~n . fn hi; ~ fo~ firi~.off. a blunde'H~u~s 
which h~wat:fraid.to fire oi' hm:meit l'he v~o~ld 
of lette~ had been keenly excited about · Bbi.i!lg-

• 18:'oke. . His b~y ancr' chequered caooer,.his friend­
ship with the great wits of the previous generation, . 
his splendid style, his bold opinions, ,Pade him a 
da.zzling· figure. 'This was the late Noble Write~ 

• 
• • 

~ .. 
• • • . -

·I .. • "-\ 
... • " • .... 

• ' • • • • -
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who~ Ojilinions Burke intended.to ridicule, by re-
d\J.cing th~m t9 an tbsurdity in an exaggeration of 
Bulingbr~~ own manner .. • As it happenM, the 

0 . 

public did not readily· perceive ei•her the ex-
' igg~ration ~. th~ · manner, ··or the satire in the 

matter. Ex~~t judges of st:le made sure that .. . . . . . 
tlie wrj~idg was rea~ Bolingbroke's, and serious 
c~cs'.of.philoso;b.ynever doubted ttat'the mitel.', 
whoever he-~was, lJ!eant all that "he s~d. We can • 

.hardly help agreeing witlt Godwin, woo~ he says 
-t~\ m ·Burke's 1!reatisat the evils' of eXisting .~ 
· politicalofuseitutions, w hie~ had been 4les~ribtt,d by 

Ulcke, are set forth nfore at large, with iflcolll­• . 
pamble roroe of reas-oning and lustre of. eloquence, 

..Jhough the d~clared intention of the writer hs to • 
s'do{ th~t such ~vils ough' to be crmsidered m,erely 
trivial. Years afterwards, Bo~ell asked J ohflsou . . . 
w~ether a11 imprutient. pu~attion py a certaiu 

. I 
friend of hisea~a~ ear~ period of-~ ll!e woutd 
b•e ~ely to hurt+- ~'N~·<._ replied the 
sag~; "~t m'uclt; itlllnight ~rhapslie nientio:ile<l 
at e.tn•election." It is significant,that fu 1765, 
when Burke ~mw his chance' of a seat in Parli:t. • 
ment, he t~ought it worth while to print a secon<l 
e.dition of his Vindication, with a ~reface to assur13 
his readers that the design of it was ironicaL It . -

. • • 
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has been remarked _as a verYo extraordiaarf · cir· 
cumstance that an author who had the greate~t . . . 
.fame of any nian of his day as the.Jl}&ster:of•!\ 
superb style~ for this was indeed. Bolingbro]re's 
position, should· have . been imitated to such pe10 • 
· f~cti~n b¥ a inere .noyice, that acc~fuhed critics I 
like Ches~erDeld and WafbJir~on sh8u" have 
mistaken the copy for a first-raie originaL • I~ is, . . . . . 
however, to be r~embered thaJ; the very boldness 
and sweeping rapidity of Bolingbroke's -prose­

'• rendered it ~ore fit for imilati~n than if itS nJ~s._ 
. . . . f • 

had.bee» tltose of de~cacy or submty; an!l-we 
:n\ust-remember that the 'hnitator was no pignty, • but himself one of the giants. What is certain is 

• that•the study of Bolin~ broke which· precede4 thi;... 
excepent imitation lefi a permanent m!l-rk; and 
traces of )lolingbro!e were never effaced from the · • 

• style of Burke. . • o • • • 
• • The poin\,of the Vincl'l.cation m ~mple eno~gh. 

It is to _,sho~lta th~ sa~nst~ments whic;Jl 
Bo,ingbroke had employe<P in f1vour ~f natural 

• against ;eveal~ reli~ion, could be employea "ith 
equal success in favour of natural It!:! against what 
Burke calls artificial society. " Show me," cries 
the writer, " an. absurdity in religion, and I wip 
undertake to show you_ a hundred for one in . ~ ._. 

• • 
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• politJcal laws and :institutiol'l.s .... If, after all; 
xou shot.ld confess. all these things, yet plead the 
n~cesslty.ofpolitical institutions weak and ¥i.cked 
-as· they ·a~, I can argue with e~m:i.l, perhaps 

• superior force, concerning the necessity of artificial 
teligion ; an!J.very step you · advance in your 
a;rgumimt: Y"u add a. streng5h to mine. • So th&t 
if 7e ~!e resolve® 1o submit our r&M.SQJJ. and .our 
liberty"t<r civil usfupation, we have »othing. to do • 

• but to conform as •quietly.;as we can to the vulgar 
·notions which are connected with ijlls, and take . . . . 

-u;.-the ~e~ogy Qf the wlgar as well as their .~ 
p~'ntics. But if we ~i.nJr this nec~ss~y mther 
imaginary than real, we should renounce • th;ir 
dreams of sa&iety, tygether with their visi~~s ofe 

~relisi<m, and vindi~ate eaursel~s into perfect 
liberty.'! • • • . - . 

'Dhe most interesting fact about this spirited 
• • • 
performance is• that !t ~ a·· satifical literary ~ 
ha•dJ.ing of the. ~1\f pr~os~ion tltat :&rke e~­
~rced, with ~n the" ilhunder and~d &ffulgence , . . . ~ . 
of .nil ~ost passionate rhewric, five-apd-thirty 
years later. This propositi.>n is that the world • 
would fall into ruin, " if the practice of all mor:l 
duties, and the foundations of society, rested upon 
kaving thei\.- reasons made clear ~d demonstmtive 

• 
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to every individual." . The ~tire is inte~dej for0 

an illustration of what with Bu~ke wastthe 'car~ . 
· dinal ttruth for men, namely, that if you· ~noour­
age every individual to let the imagitation Joo;~ 

. . . . - . 

upon -all subjects, without any restraint from a .• 
sense of his own· weakness, and .his subordinat~ 
rank in !he long !!cbeme of.thin~ih~Jl the~e· js · · 

.nothing o~alltthat the opi,nioB ~ ~ges h!~~~e_d 
to re~rd as iXCellent and venerable, wh1ch" woUld . . . . 

not be exposed to de~ructiott at the hands of 
• rationalistic .criticism. 1\is • was Bn~ke's --~ost ~ 

11 'fundamental and unswe~ing .rionvictio.Difr~ 
first pie co h~ wrote do~· tp the last,· ~nd.,dow'~··Jio 

• • f hi . ·.the last hour o s ex1st~ce. · ·.. . 
• I~.is a coincidence wortq noticwg that onlye 
two years before ibe appearan~e of the VindicWi<YQ,,' 
.Rou~Beau had p~bJfh~ the second of the two · 
memorab~ Discourses in which ~-he insisted .Vith 

0 • • . . .• 

, sepous eloqu1mce on fhat :rhich B .. urke treats as a 
triumph•of i~ny. . He belie1etl, an~ many tlM>u­
sands ·of ,ire~e~ ~e tera· spoo!ilative agreEJ~o 

• 

. . ·~ . . .· 
ment wW! him, that artificial :.society hat! 1qil.r~ed · 

• a decline in the felicity ·of man, and· there are 
p~ssages in the Disc~urse ,in whi~h he deinon­
strates this, that are easily interchangeable with 
passages in the 9'indication. Who w~uld under-.. 

• 0 • 

" , 
• • • 

0 
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. take,to tell us from internal evidence whether the 
4>llowirt page, ~iilh its sombre glow, is an ex­
tract from Burke, or an extract from t~ bo~k •. . . . ' 

"which Rousseau begins by the sentence that man 
. . . 

. • is born free, yet is he everywhere in chains 1 
• ) ' There lllfe ~reat Britain upwards of a hundred 

r tkousa!ld pe~le emp~yed in,ea~, tin, ircrn, copper, 
an~ c~ mines; the~e unhappy wrewtleSJscarce ever 
see th6 flght' of the sun; they are ~uried jn the 

. . 
bowels of the eartn ; the~ they work at a severe 

· an~ di~I;Ual task, without the least pr~spect of being 
-<1~,f~v~red1 from it ;•thly !ubsist. upon the coarses.t 

an~. wofSt Wort of fare ; Jhey have. their health 
n!iserably impaired, an~ their lives cut • shirl, lJy 
being perpetually confin~d in the close . vapour of 

, "t.hese. maligrmnt miferals. A hundred th.w,san<f 
•• more at least are tortured ewithoua remission by the 

suffocati-ng smoke; intense fites, and ~on~tant droogery, 
necbilsary in refining ·and man:gi~g the fJrodu~ts of 
'those min~s. If ~ny ~an ti~ormedo us that two 
hu~dred thou!and icnoclnt persons w're c~ndemr!ed 
~ so intole~b}e sta~ry, .ttow-s~ we. pity the 
unho.ppy ~mfferera, an~ how grjat w~d !e our-just 
in-.1gJt.ation against those who inflicted so •cruel ;:tnd 
ignominious ~ punishment ! ~ .. • lfut this numb~r, • 
considerable . as it is, and the slavery; with all its 
baseness and horror, which we have at home, is 
nothing to ~hat the rest of the loorld affords of. the 
same natlll'e. Millions daily bathed in the poisonous 

• .• • 



• • 

• • • ~ . BURKE e • ~ ...... • . clAP. 
.. . . . ,.. 

damps and destructive efHuvi~f lead,. silver, copper,0 
. 

'.and arsenic, to say nothing of 0those othe~{~e:ploy-
. :ments, thos~ stations of wretchedness and. cofltempt, 

in whrl:h civil society has placed· the n~e!'ous e-nfrtns 
t . • • 

perdus of her.army. Would any rational man sub-
'mit to one of the most tolerable of these drudgerieii • · · 
for all the artificial enjoyment ~ch .policy has 
~e. to .-esult frd\n them 1 e .. Indted~hbc blind­
ness of ong ~&rt of mankind •o-Qperating 1ttth the 

1 • frenzy and villainy of the other,• has heel! the ~eaJ 
' ' . . ' 

builder of this reslJectablc fabric .of. political society : 
and as the .blindness or-mankind has caused their . 
slavery, in r~urn their ftta~ oS slavery is inacfe a 

1
• pretence for ~ontinuing them in a state .. af tlina~~fs';-" 

for tlte pdtitician will te" yeu gravely that their
0
lite 

of ser~tude disqualifies tho greater part of the race · 
.p£ man for a search of truth, and supplies them with. 
no. o~er than m~an and.insut!cient ideas. T14is js' 

• 0 

but ~o true ; aad this .is one of the reasons for 
which I blame suc.h itlstitutions. . ' .· .. 

00 • .. • . . . . ' 

· From. the 41ery beginning, ~h~refore, Burke. was 
drawn toJh~pe:t ~· all•the cnil'ents in th~ 

• • :;'! •. 

thought ~f the eigh~enth century. J oh~soi ~d 
• Goldsmith continued .the traditions of social and 

p8lite literature that had been established by 
the Queen Anne men. Warburton and a whole 
host of apologist. carried on .the battle againsft 
deism and infidelity. Hume, after furnishing the . ~ 

• -
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arse~l of scepticiSnt with a :aew array of.deadlier· 
en"ines'!nd more !bundant ammunition, had be-o • 

t~ken hilflself placidly to the composition ~f his-
~to~·y. w·ha! is remarkable in Bur\e's first per-

. . formance is his di~cernment of the important fact · 
ihat behind the intellectual disturbances in the ·• . ., ; sphere of.philosophy.and t~ noisier agitati~ns in 
. thy s~ftere of tlreol\)gy, there silently• stalked a 
force th:t might ·shake the whole fabric oi civil • . . . 

society itsel£ IIi Franc~ as all students of its 
'sp~ula.tive history.are.a~eed, there came a time in 

• -~~eightfe~h century when theological controversy •• 
~ turned into politir4tl ~ntroversy~ Jitmo"ators 

. . . 
left the question about the truth of Christianity, 

.. -and ~usied ~hemse~es with questions abov~ thEf_ 
. .. en<hl and means of goverl1ments. • The appearance 

of Burke's Vindication oJ"atiralSociety cO~fides 
jn 'eime with th~ be~nning. of this 1mportant 
trimsformati~n. Burk~ fofesa w from the fi,st ~ 
wltil.~, if rationalis~ .were allowed te ru1! an un-.- ... 
ftn~eded couJSe. wou;J be the rea~ea.t busi:uess 

• • of.thi second halt of his century. • 
If in his fiESt book Burke showM how alive ve • 

was to the profound movement of the time, in the 
second he dealt with one of the most serious of its 
more superficial interests. Twa essay on the 

• Sublime l!nd Beautiful fell in with a set of topics .• - . 
• 
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on whioh the curiostty of th~ better minds 91 the 
age, alike in France, Englan~ a~d Ger~IJ.y," WiS 

fully ci!tirred. - In England the essay :has be~I). 

ordinarily slighted ; it has· perhap: been o~er! -
shadowed by its author's fame in weightier matters ... 
The nearest approach to a full and serious .treat 
-ment;. of tts mai~ positions is .o be fuut1l.m Dugald t 
Stewart's le~res. The great rhetorical a~-cqtic 

• of om; own day r~fers to it in w~rds of disparage'­
ment, and in truth it ~-none 'of the flummery of 

·modern crit~ism. It is. a pie~e_of_hard thinking,· 
•• and it has the distinction of having' ~tefested~r 

stimtiJat8! Lessing, tb.~auihor of Laocoon (17ti), 
by far the most definitel,1' valuable of all the con-

•triblliions to. resthetic thougft in an-age th~t wM .. 
not. poor in tham. · Letsing was so struck 'wiih 
the }nquiry th~t ije sit about a translation of 
it, and the correiPonde~ce between him •an~ 

... J.~oses Mend"elssohii ~n tJ!e questio~s Burke liad • 
• 

• 

raised, eont!ttns th¥ g_gms if .the doctrine ~~to 
poetry aRd ~tin~ w"hiclf LaQJJ!i~. afterw~rcfs 
made s~ famous. Its influence on .Le;siiJi ~Wld 

• o61 Kant was s~ch as~to justify the. German his­
torian of the literature of the century in bestowing 
on it the coveted epithet of epoch-making. 

The book is• full of crudities. We· feel the 
.:. 

• #..:..--,. 
\ 
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wors~ side of the ei~teenth tentury when Burke 
~s· us ~at a thirst for Variety in architecture is 
~qre t~ leFe very little true taste ; or that~n air 
bf "robustnes~ and strength is very :erejudicial to 
beaflty; or that sad fuscous colours are indispen~ 
1able for sublimity. Many of the sections, again1 ... . ., 
lite little "ijlOJe than e;pande<i d~finitionsefro:rn the 
dictioxilft.y. Any tytti may now be s!.clied at such 
a proposition as that beauty acts, by.relaxi~ the 
solids of the whole"system~ But at least one signal 

. me~t remains to t~e Inquiry. It was a vigorous! 
. . 

~~rgelll'nt.of the principle, which Addison had · 
. DQt-jong before timidly.ill~trated, t"hat 'Crities of 
art seek its principles :ine the wrong place s~ lo~g 
as t~~y limit.~heir se\arch· ~o .poem~, picture~ en-• 

. ·. gtavrngs, statues, ana bu!ldmgs,.mstead of first 

• 

arranging the sentunents lnd Jac~lties in m~n to 
whit!h art makes itt'! ap~eal. Addison's treatment 

~a:s slight an~ merely liieril.r' ~Burke dealt boldl.J 
· wiltt.his subject or: tie base of the :r110st ~ientific 
If!!y~hology. tltat .• w~ )hell ~Uhi:ti...,rilt :Riach. .To 
approj.ch ~t on the psychologi~l side at all was to 
make a distinct and remarl!able Mvance in the • . . . 
method of the inquiry he had taken in hand . 

• • 
• •• . - • . ~: ,; 

' • , 
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BuR~ was tlrirt: years old before he approached 
even the threshold of tPe arena in which he was 
destined t;; be so great a :figur~ . He had ma~e a. . . 

' mark in literature, and it was to lit~at~e ~alreT 
than• to tt>ublic a:ffai~that his ambition tu;~oo. . •· . . -

. -He had naturally becolfl.e acquainted with the 

•. 

•hrot~r-authors who haimtedJthe. c?'f~e~hou~_es. iit 
Fleet Street; ami Burke, along with his fathet-llil- .· 
law,.~r. Nugent, WfS olle of the first members of 
the imm<rrtal club,where.Joh:ason did conv~rsa~ 
tipnal battle" with a1i co~ers.. W ~ shall, . iri." a · 
later ch&pte?I;P haveJomething.to say on Bt~rle's · 
fri~ndships ~ th~ furrowEfs or .lti8 first prl2fe~- . 
sion, ancl on the active sympathy with ~hi&h Jte 

• ~lped those w1lo wete struggling ~to authorship. · 
Meanwhile, the fragments that remain of his own 
attempts in this direction are rio. considerable con­
tributions. His•Hints for an Essay on· the Drama 

• 
• o • 

• , ·• • . . . • ' -
• ' • '\"' ,. . 

• • ' " • 
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are j!julj and infert!Ie, whe~ compared with the 
~gorous and origital thought of Diderot and 
Lessing al a~out the same period. . He wr8te an . . ' . 

Account of the European Settlementli in America. 
' · I.Iis• .Abridgment of the History of England comes 

down no iu;tlJ£r than to the reign of John. A 
much ~ol1l Hbportan~undertaki~g than h1s htsto~ 
of the • PIW'lt was his ~esign for a. yel~l/ chronicle 
of the present. 'Fhe Annual Jleg~ter began to 

. :,tpp,ear in 1759. Dodsley~the bookseller of Pall 
Mall, "''provided tke "SitVJWS of wa1-, and gave 
--~ ·• < I t 
Bu~ke a•nulldred pounds ~ear for J:tis.surv;y of 
tl!e great events that•were then passing in tpe 
world. The scheme wal probably born of the cir· · . 
cumstances d'f the hour, for this was the clin!ax of• 

·. the 'seven Ye~rs' W~r. the cl4g of arms was 
• • • heard in every quarter of the~lobe, and in ;;East 

rttD:d • West new la!lds were j-tng b~oug'ht under 
the dominio~ of G,eat l!lritain. . 

. •ro. this e:x:citing.ctisis ~tional \irai;s, Burke . . . . ' ....... 
begttn to. be • Mquailfted wi~ pub~en. ·In 
1 ~9'be was introduced, probably by Lor<f Charla· 
mont, to William Gerard •Hamiiton, who o~y • 
survives in our memories ' by his nickname of 
Single-spe~ch. As a matter of fact, he made 
• • 
many speeches in Parliament, and some good 

• 
•• • 

• 
" ...... • 
I • 
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ones, but· none so good _as the first, delit:rred'.in a · 
debate in 1755, in which Pit~Fox, GrenviRe, atfd 
Murr!y 'all took part, and were_ all.,lu.shone .'OY. 
the new luminary. But the ne~ luminary n~ver 

· · shone again with its first brilliance,« He soug~ · 
Burke out on the· strength of .th~ucaess of the 
f'"iwiicaU<m of NatWraJ. SoctetiJ, and•hl ~ems \;o 

~ . . . 
have hau a taste for goo~ epmpany.. Horace 

·. W alJ'ble de~ribes a dinner a~ his house in th~ 
summer of.1761; "T~re were Garrick," he SJl.ys,. 

"and a you~g Mr. Bur~, :\"1hoewrote a bpok .i~p~ . 
style of Lor~ Boling~ke, that is m1\ch.1l.dmiJed. 
Ile is. a 

0
sensible man, bU.\ has not worn off ~s 

authorism yet, and thin\s there is nothing so 
• chading as writers, an1 to b,e one. tie will ~o.; 
. better one of t.l\ese da.rs." The prophe<,:y came 
true:in .time, bu~ it was Burke's passiol\. for~­
authorism tqat ev~Biall~ led •to a rupture. w~t~ 
his first patron. Htnnilten WQS a n:JQn of ability, 

but sellsh. ~<!,. unaepab!~· • Dr; ?land 8.f~­
Wa!'ds derc"r!bed hi¥1 compendioltsly as.a su}len, 
vain, p"oud, .selfish1 canker-hearted, el!v_i<1us 

• il ropt e. • · 
In 1761 Hamilton went to Ireland as secretary 

to Lord Halifax,. and Burke · accompanied him ill 
oome indefinite capacity. "The~absenteeism-Qf 

• .. 
• 

• 
' 

• • 
• 

.· 
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¥%,her. men .of,. gem us, .. an .. emment~hiStorciall,;has .said, 

}" \ . ": 
''-.vas.q. wotse. wronlto Jrel~~d than.th~absentee-
is~·of he;l[l~ndlords. ItE.d.mH!lliJ:im:k~"'h.!de"re­
inained, .. ipJ1~the ... ;poy~tcy~~h-~r.~,_.J:r...o~.9 .... ~E£.~..;,.J~ad 

r _J!laced.himf··he.might,have.changed4b:~i~M!X~l!!J1.f 
itsJristory:~ 1 It is at least to be said that Burke 
was n~veP~o•absorbei in other :ffairs as •to :fbrg~ 
the pec~"t~r intere~ts' of his native lan1!. • We have 
liis own word, and his career doei not belie ill: that 
in the elation With which 4le was filled on being 
·~ledted. a ~ember JJf .Pa~:liament, wlftl.t was :first 
:'nt :uppiiothaat in his tho~ts was Jihe hope of 
b.i~g soni~what useful tto the place of ~is. tirth 
and education; ·and to t:fte last he had ill it "a 
dearness of ~stinct more than he could justflf' to • 

·. roos6~." in fact the' affails of Irt\and had a most 
important :part in Burk:s life at one or:two 

• 

~ritl~al moments, aJJ.d tlijs is Nonve~ellt a place 
as ·we are :.liiely ~ :find. for • describing in a few 
wolds what were t]eetissue.~he brft!f space can 
hlrdly beJrutl~8d in in accoqpt of a~at politi~ . 
cal. wliter,\ for Ireland had furnished tl'fe chief 

I . '9;. • t 
ordeal, tes~ a~ standard of .r..nglish statesmen. • 

I 

Ireland! in the middle of the eighteenth-century 
was to En~lanft just what the American cGlonies 
• ! / • 

\ ;'~ .F·roude's.JreZa.nd,-ii ... 214. · 
··-; •. 

... 
• • 
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would have been; if they htd contained, b(W~des 
0 

the European settlers, more thln twice tfi'eh~ nuiJt.­
ber ot-unenslaved negroes. After the"'stWpressiQn • • 
of the great .rebellion of Tyrconnel by William o( 

Orange, nearly the whole of the land was con-
• fiscated, the peasants were · made be,ggars and 

- . . . ' 

dhtlaws, the penal •laws against tlhe • Catholics 
~were enactet!and enforced, a~d.the gran}•teign of 
Protestant Ascepdancy began in all its odium 
and compl~teness. 1'~~Protestailts..and-l~nd.l?rd~. 
were suprente.; the :peas11ntur~UheJJ.atholics "ere 
prostrate""i.~,.,desp.ai' The·--Revol~io!l!-!?to~Iit 
apout_.in. ireland, just tlie-r~erse·of.:w hat-it:effe~tod 
in:England, Here, it dlllivered the body of the. 

•naticln from the attempted supremooy of a sinalt 
se~t. There, itJbade.a.~mau:sectsupreme Q;eU'he 
bo.d:/.3>Lthe,:gll,tio~,.,.":~t·was, to ·say.the.truth," 

,. . ~ .. 
Burke wrote,~'' noLa-Tev"lution·~but,a·• conquest" , • :#'o ~ . '"1111 
and the policy of conquelit WafL trea~d as the just 
and no&tal.fystem &:gover~nt. The lastr ~on­
quest of -land :as ·in ¢he el~nt~ cen~ury. 
The las11' conquest of Ireland was at the ve•y «¥1d . . . . . 
qf the seventeenth. • 

· Sixty years after the event, when Burke re 
visited Ireland, some important changes bad taken 
place. Tl!e Engiish -·settlers .. oLthe,_~;ginnii:~.g,< of 
• 

• 

·' 
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• 

• 
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the oentury had. fornfed--anc-i'nsh.,interest. They 
h&d :beJ}ote .Anglo" tclsh, just :as-, the, col(lnists still 
fllliher w~st had formed a colonial intereBt and . . . 
become Anglo-American. The same.conduct on 

, · the ·part of. the mother country promoted the 
~owth of .these hostile interests in both cases. 
T:ae commer8ial poliiy purstte! by Eng~ana t~ 
wards ~merica was •identical with l!ta~ pursued . . . 
tbwards Ireland. The industry oi th Anglo~rish 
traders was restricted, the~ commerce and even 
thei\- production fettered, \heir prospe~y checked, 
ror~hb pene~t of the merrnts of .Manchester 
a.a• Bristol. Orescit JJoma .Albm ruin~. ".,I'he • • 
bulk of the people," said-stone, the Primate, "are 
llot -regula-rl:t ~itb~-r lodged, -clothed, o-r ied ,6tnd • 

•. toos«fthingswhich inEngla~d are ~lied necessaries 
of life, a're to us only accrdenis, and we can,:and 

,Jl! ni.~ny places do, imbsi~t with~t them.',_ On the 
otlier hand, th~ peasantryJ:tad gradually taken heart • 
to :&sent their spol.ia&ion ~atteml'ied htirpa-
ti~n,;md in 178? liheir Jiisei'Y under th~ctionf'eof • • lanploids ~nd a church that tried to sprea<!t Chris-
tianity by the ~rothefly agenc~ of th~ ·tithe-procto• • 
gave. birth to Whiteboyism_:a terrible spectre, 
that, under various names and with various modi­
fications, ha; ridden Ireland down to our own time -. . • D . 

• 
• • 

• 

• 



c;!:l 

• • 

' • • • 
34 • BURKE ' 

. . 
ORAP. . -

. •• . . . ·.. ··. 0 
Burke saw the Proteslant traders ''Q:£ ·the 

dependency the victims of tbe colonial~aiJ.d ~om­
. merciltl system ; the Catholic lando:rners legi!Jly 
. dispossesse<\ by the operation of the penal laws; 
the Cath~lic peasantry'deeply:penetrated w:itn. an 

. . 
_insurgent and vindictive spir~t; and t~e Imperial 
. . . . . .. 
~overnment standi:rfg very much ak>o~ and leav-
ing the '~o~ntry to the· 'te'h1er merc~e;:of the 
Undertaker~ ~ some Protestant churchmeh; 
The Anglo-Irish- -wer~·-bitterly~·discontented ,.with\ 
the mothetbountry ;~aM~the-SJatholic-native irish 
were regard~d by th~ Protestant oppressots·: ~ 
exactly: ~at combinatiOn ff>f intense coiltempt

0 
811ld . ' . : - . 

loathing, and intense ra~e and terror; which their 
• A:r,.wican counterpart would have divid~d 'betweeh · 

the Negro an<!-the Rt!d Iridian. . To the. Angto­
Iris!t the native ~eas~nt was as odious as the' .•. 
first, an"a. as. terri)!!, as tve second: Even at t~ 
close of the century Blil.rke • could. declare tn_at 
the va~ou_scltlescrip~s of t~ people wer~ lept · 
~ much~art as. if theJ wen~··l!Ot only ~e~a. 
rate ·ni.etions, .but separate species. ifhe~ 'lere 

~ . ~ . 

• b}:lousands, he' says:who had. ne~r talked to a. 
Roman Catholic in .their whole lives, unless'_th~y· 
happened to,talk .to"a gardener's workman or some 
other labourer 3f the second or third order ; wh4e 

.. • 
• • •• 

• .. 
• ·- . ..• 

• ' • 0 
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a litele time before fhis they were so averse to 
hiLV~ tbe~ near the! persons, that they WOUld .not 
el\lploy e-y.en lhose who could never find~he~ way 
beyond tlie stables. . Chesterfield,"~~tho:roughly 
impartial-and -just-obser-ver; said .. in 1764"that the 
p•oor peop\,e ·in Ireland· were used . worse . than 
negroes by their masters ~hd ~:the .,-,mi<!alemeJ1. 
~·"0::"""· We slrciuld never forget that in 'thd' transac~ . . . 

dons with the English Govern~en~ during. the 
eighteenth century,.the peowe concerned were not . 

. _ .the ;Irish, but the .Anglo;Irish,,··theo~~lonists .of 
·· ~;· · they JVere -an · aristo,.cy,--·as·-~dani--Smith 

saicf of them, -not founded in the natural .and" .re-
. . . 

spectable distinctions ore_ birth and~ fo~une, . btit 
i11 the, most: 'Odious of all distinctions, tho~ of • 

.. rpligio~s and. ·political Ifrejudic.s-distinctions 
t~at, more than any' ot:Irer, ·.ani~ate.~both: the 
' .. 

;,.~solence of the oppre~sors and the. hatfed-cand 
indignation ot the «;,PPre~ed. •' . 
· Too directions Jn. whic£..Jrish -pr~ement 
wT>uld niove ~fe cleZr from • the m•le. of tJle 

. cetV-uli" ~ men w;ith much less foresiglft than 
Burke had~ the removal,of alh!ommercial 1'Pj t 

strictions, either by Independence or Union, on 
the one hand, and the gradual "emapcipation of 
the Catholics, on the other, we!e the two pro-

... ~· . 
• •• ... · 
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cesses to which every coBsideratiOI\) of•.good 
government manifestly pointed. The first- pro1ed 
a mftch snorter and simpler proGes~ than .th~ 
second. T8 the first the only obstacle· wa~ the 
blindness and selfishness of the English merchaniS. 
The second had ,to overcome the virulent opposi­
tion "of the tyrannic~ Prote~ant factiorl'l~ !relahd, · 
and the ~isgraceful but deep:.rQoted anwp~th!es of 
the -English• nation. T4e his~ory of the relation 
between tJ:le mother country and her depend,enG)t 
during Bur\e's life, rna:~' beoch8.racterised as a com-.. -
mercia! anc11egisla~e struggle be41weea thi·im-
perial gtvernment and thtAnglo-Irish interest,~n 
which each side ·for its

0 
own convenience, as the 

• tu:oot served, drew support. from;.the Catholic . . ... 
majority. .• . . . • 

1 Whiteb_oy o!tbreak, attended by the .vsual - . circumstanc~s of ~~rder.and "iolence, took p~a" 
while Burke was in Ir!91and.. It auited the in­
terests ;f f~tion t~rese:rft these commotil>~s as 
the sympfo!ns of aJ!eliber~e re~:fl.ron. • The·m~l­
contena were ;epresented as carrying on t!eaoon-

1 atble correspondence~ sometimes· -with Spain and 
sometimes with France; they were accused of 
receiv!ng money and arms from their foreign sym-, . . ' . 
pathisers, and of aiming at throwing off the English . . 
• • . 

• 
:lf/ll1'f. :f. 
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. • rule. Burke says ~~at he lad means and the 
~si~e.olinforming" himself to the bottom up6n 
tll,e matt~, and he came strongly to the con€iusidn 
•th~t this wa: not a true view of w}ijt,t had haJ\ 
~ened. What had happened was due, he thought, 
to no plot, Jmt to superficial and fortuitous circum l . 
stances. Hee conseq-.ently did~not shrfnk.•frol!J. 
descriifi.~~it as criminaL that.-the. ~g~ .Catholic 
~ubjects in Ireland should ttava- been .• sub-

. j_ect~d, on· no good- ground~, ·to ·-harasiing -· perse­
cution ·and -that nnmJ:Jers··.of..:them---Aould- ·-have ' ~ . 
~ ·ru,i:aede.in··- fortune, itliWrisoned, tried, and .. ~ . . 
c.p1tally executed forea rebellion thdt w~ no 

• 
rebellion at alL The E1>isode is only important 
ft.s ill~strating the strong and manly tem~J: in • 

. •. which Burke, urilike 'too Iftany ofe.his countrymen 
with fortunes to make by E.glish favour,:uni­
for:nl~y considered t.he circumstances of hi~ountry. 

l"rt was not u~til a later ~me !t~ he 1iad an oppor~ 
• 

\ 

tulfi~ of acting COJ!.spicuo~ on h'be!lalf, but 
"'-ha.tever infl~~:ace hrcaine tov-acqu~·with 'his • . I" 
p~'ty .wa: unflinchingly used·~a;gainst --the-cruelty 
of:English·preJudice. • • • • 

Burke appears to have remained in Ireland for 
two years (1761-63). In 1763 Hamilton, who had 
found him ·an invaluable auxilia,y, procured for . 

• • • 
• .. 

• • ~, • 
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him, principally· wi~h the 'add of the

0 
Pri~ate 

Stone, a pension of three hunored pounds .a yel!r 
from cthe- llish · Treasury. In than\ing. him ~r- • 
this service,•Burke proceeded to bargain that the • 
ob.ligation · should not bind him to give to·· h~ 
patron the whol~ of his time. He iJJ.sisted on 
b\ing" left with a discreet liberty te Cbntinue.·a·:~ . •· "•·"'""'"' . 

little worl ~1ich he had as a.rent-ch~rg~ upon · · 
his thought!t. JV'hatever advantages he had~~ 

acquired, hj says, had.. been due to ·literary repu- . · 
tation, and ~e could onJy hope for a continuttnc~ 

-.of such advintages .~ condition ot..dohlg sq;e: 
·thing .to \:eep the same ~putation alive. Wiutt 
this literary design was, fe do not know with cer- · 

• tainty. It is_ believed to have been a hist!lry or 
England, of wbi:h, as I~ave' said, a fragment · r8· .· 
mait\s. Whatever•the

0 
work may have been, it 

was an offence toJl;amilt~n. M'ith an irrat!~nal~ 
stubbornnes;, that' ::ay Viell ~toun~ US when we \ 
think of' thdnoble ~us he 5hus wished t~ c•on~ 

·fini_ to pa'fa.y persi>nal .. d~ies, oo• tJers~sted J;hlt 
Burke §hould bind himself to his service fer lije, 

. . . 
~d to the exclusion •or other inter~sts. "T? cir-
cumscribe my hopes," cried Burke, "to give up 
even the possibility of liberty, to annihilate myself 

• • • for ever!" He threw up the. pension, which he 

• 

• 
• • 

• 
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. . . , ' -

had.•hel.~ for. two ;a~s, and declined all further 
ctnnectwn w1th Hamilton, whom he· roundly de­
so.ribed ~ a~ infamous scoundrel , .. Six ef the . 

"best years of my life he ~ook nie from every pur­
suit of rri~ literary reputation, or of improvement • · ·of my fol;;une. . • . In all thV' time you may 
. eM!ly. c~~ei•e how much I felt at seeing Illys~f 
left be~ti by alp10st all of my 'cofttefnporaries. 
:There never was a: season more {ll.vmtrable for any 
. man who dhose to 'enter in~ the careP~ of public 

. • I -. 
life"; alld I', think I .am n~t guilty of offte;tation in 
s~$>osi:ag ~ own moral ~racter.and my in· 
dustry, my\ friends am connections, \\rhep • Mr 
Hamilton first sought m~ acquaintance, were not 
at all inferior to those of several whose fort•Qe is• .. · \ . . 

·. at this day :upon a very differe11t footing from 
. , . i • • 

_ mme. , • • 
.. It was no~ long- befqre a more imrortai{'t open-

• ing offered ij,self, ~_hic~,"f?PJl~~.,.,,B!:'h'l~hL~~~e 
~tP.~the .!;l!l<\n .•. 13.t.ie~ .... oL~.Rti.g,,""~. • In the 
slimmer of 1 'ft1& a chenge of ministrf'"wok plu,ce. . ·, . . 
ItA, was the third since the king's acces~on five 
years ago. Fi,tst, Pitt had Men di;graced, ·and tie f 
old ·Duke of \Newcastle dismissed. Then Bute 
came into po*er, but Bute quailed before the 
;torm of ~aluhmy and hate . t~at his Scotch . 

• • 
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• • 
nationality, and the :up pose~ source of his .P~:Wei 

0 
. 

over the king; had raised in every tow: in. En~ 
land o ..After Lord Bute, George Gre~vilJ.e und~;­
took the go'iernment. Before he had been many • 
months in office, he had sown the seeds of war in 
the colonies, wealied Parliament, and_ disgustecf 
tBe king.• In June !765 Gr8nville Wfis msmissed . 
. With pro'todhd'reluctance the fing had.~; other 
choice than 4;o s11mmon l&:r..d,,;R.Q,qkj~g}t~,J;!!,,.~.~~ 

Lord Rockipgham; in·f!ichappy:~mom_eptfor.hip!self. 
and his paRy, was induced· tQ; offer Bu:rke a jost 

0 
as .his.private.-secre~~ Rocking~m~Wi-S~~#i1i­
out ~i~hef .expel'ience.or,~:bn_owledge. He felt~()(' 
friends felt for him, the0 advantage of having at 
~is .side a man who was chiefly known ~s arf 

0
a·uthor in the ~orvice ot DoClsley, and as ha\ri:ng 

N,condUcted the A7!,~l~egister .. with,grea£ ab£ity, 
but w.~~-even-~-then_wa.s.,.~i~~y."'.,_~P2k~J:l _of as 
nothing less~ th~ :n--- e:JaCycl~redi~ of. political. • 
knowled~e.cf • • • • - . lt is commonly believed-that ·~ke was qpnt-• . . 

mended-to Lord Rockingham by William F:iizh~-
' bsrt. Fitzherb~rt w~s President o~ the Board of 

Trade' in the .new government, but he ·is more 
lik~ly to be remembered as Dr .... Johnson'sfamous 
exanrple of the •truth of the observation that a 

• 

• 
• .. 

• 
• 
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man~ill.Vlease mof upon the whole--by-negative 
q!Ialiti.es than by positive, because:he,was;themost 
a~eptabl& ~n in London, and yet o\rerp~ered 
·nobody by the superiority of his tale:&ts, made no 
ffiay{ think worse of himself by being his rival, 
e 
seemed always to listen, did I)Ot oblige you to 
hear Jl!u.cli" frem him, tttnd did "not oppose ; ha't yoT! 
said. l3e~ides Fi~herbert's influenc!, -le have it 
on Burke's own ·authority that his p!omotion was 
.P.art;~Y due to that myste:rious perso~ William 
Bu~e, who was at. the ~me time appointed an - . Untl.er-Setlret.ry of State. .:/itere mu.<Jt have been 

• • • u!lpleasant rumours aflo~t as to the Bur:Ke CQUnec-
tion, and we shall prese~tly consider what they 
were '\yorth. Meanwhile, it is enough to say th!tothe ~ 

·. olod Duke of N ewcastl~ hu;ried to ~e new Premier, • and told him the appointmen! would neve-; do; .. ·"" 
th~ new secretary- waa not• ~ly q,n Irish ad- , 

~ venturer, w~ch w~s tme, but 'he was im Irish • 
Papi~, which wase :t!ot truP.; · he w,.. -1 Jesuit, 
he was :; ~j· fronf"Saint. Omer's,~ and his 
rejl .arne was O'Bourke. Lord Rock1ngham . . ' behaved like it man of sense and honour, seut 
for Burke, and repeated to him what he had heard. 
Burke warmly denounced· the truthlessness of 
• • • 

the duke's tattle. He insisted that the reports 

• • • 
• ·• • • • 
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his chief had heard would_ prolfjtbly, eve11ounk~own 
to himself, create in his mind such suspiciens ls 
woul<f stand in the way of ~. thorou~ r.Qnfiden.t~e. 
N~ earthly ~onsideration, he said, should induce" 
him to continue in relations with a man whos~ 
trust in f.im was ,not entire ; and he f!ressed his 
r~signation. To this" Lord Rtckinghft.i:n °w~1J.ld n't>t 
consent, ~cffrom that time untjl his ·de~th~ seven­
teen years afterwards, the relations between them 
were tho~f loyal and honour~ble service on. th!'l. 

0 
one hand, and generOlllit al!d fi-ppreciative. friA~· . 
ship on the. other. C:Six-and-twen~-y~!ll's after-· 
war~s. .(1,91) Burke re~mbered the month th 

. . 0 . . 
which he had first become connected with a mail 

• wh~ memory, he said, will ever be preciQus tO 
. . . .. 

Englishmen of JJ.ll parties, as long as the ideas bf 
hon~,r and virtue,Opubiic and private, are under-' . .. 
stood and chjlrishj Jn thil nation. • _ . _ . 

'!'he Rockingfiam.mimstry.rema~ed in office • 
for. a.ye~r-Jd twent¥ d~(l-74i5.-66). .Abotft •the 

~w~!!le_~,of.i~tJ!i,g,,j~IIJ;__:;,@~£~..8~,~~.&i.!6~li,)~:~~lJe 
, ~as~re!111'1ied~JiQ~~!!,t:J.i~W,~,l1J;,~fg,r~t,~~-~q!'g~g~.~~ 

Wel).dov.errby,.the#}Al},l1~!1C~l>2.!"'1Rr'.l~-v;~l.V~Y;·,:V'f.ho 
·~r.:.. . ....... ' .. :. . 
o}vned it, and who also returned William Burke 
frir another borough. Lord Verney was an Irish 

-;.. . . . 
peer, with large property in Buckinghamshire ; 

0 
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he ~w l"lpresentecf that county in parliament. 
It was milliam Burke's influence with Lord Verney 

/.rthll..t procw.red.for his namesake the sea.t at Wen­
, /dover. ;Burke ·made· his :first:speecki•·the::House 
. of cOmmons a -few days after=:t1ie·-opening ·of the -j(. • 

session~!e.~:'!.€.~${~~PJU!i!'Y~g.IB, aild was honoured 
by. a comp~in&nt frmt.t· Pitt ·still- the -Gre~t · Com! --· ' moner. • 4 week l~ter he spoke again ~n'the same 
momentous theme, the complainti of 1!he American 
.c~lo~ists, and his sUccess waB SO marke~_!hat good. 
judges predicted, iB tae ;tiff phraseofogy of the - . tim!, tht\1.- he-would soon ~Mil the lJalm of the 
o1"a.tor to the laurel of ~e writer and th~ p4iroso­
pher. The friendly Dr . .fohnson wrote to Langton 
that :&urke had gained more reputation tha~ any • 

·. man.'at his first appea'ranc~ had e~I gained before. 
The.~ession was ·a triumpt t<1 the new ~ber, 
bu~ it brought neither. stre~th no; popularity 

~~t~ :h~ admi$trati~n. t!\.t the ~d ?f it the king 
· " d1sm:rssed them, ·aw.dt the Cl}atham ~v~rnment 
"~!ts .forma_d---litaot strnA-;" co~bination·w hich<ijas 

l:iEWn:~ade famous, by,_.Burk~'s-.<lescl.jp~!~n;..~.f-,it.,as .... . - . , 
a .piece;'Of joiQ~J.'-Y.,;So,crossly~~~!e~~~il'":~kiJR§l~ 

-,~~~:...~?X~Y£ltilEl~·~~~~h:,~;P.1J~(,l:o;.,<?~~!~WiNJ,!l,.~mQs.!iic, 
~~~l!-.~i$t~J!~~~~~-P.~Y~~Pl~Rtr.~~~~~t;2c~W:tW:~!;~~at it 
was indeed a very curious show, but utterly-·unsafe 

• • 
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. \• a 
, ' to·· touch and:unsme-to..stan~L~pon~ There w-.s no 

obvious reason why Burke should not h!ve.j~in~d 
the ~w ministry. The change was.at first on~of 
persons ratlter than of principles or of measures: 
To put himself, as Burke afterwards said, out of 
the. way of the n,egotiations that wer~then being 
&rried on very eager'ly and tirough.maiPy chann~ls 
with the~~~ of Chatham, he went to Irefai.d very 

• • 
soon aft~r the cpailge of ministry. · He was fre'e 
from pa5 engagements, and inore than this, he 
was free at'th~ express • dElilirP. of his friends i for. 
on the ve~ da~ ~his return tJ.e M~rq~iftof 
Ro&\ngiram wished him lll accept office under0 tke 
new system. Burke "blllieves he might have had 

• sur.bt a situation, but he cheerfully took h~s fa~ 
with his party~~ . In a ~ho:t,t' Bl¥¥..l1~ .. _r~~4e!-'~r:.his 
p_a,x~~~~~*.2k.I!19Yg:r,~~d~§'*'qf,·;§PJi3Jl.itsb!tt~:rJry 
S~J:,yi~~·tPY;~JAt~!lg~~~::fl~~'f!!1i~!if!&;;eE.d!!&:;l:.~~nt 
St~e~pkf~>:.-N"E~lll.~,~}:,;;,,~~t~was•. a .. reply to a ' 
pa,:g~.phltt .a:f.'J:leorg~.- Grenvill~;. in .which ~th~ ·~is­
appointed minister accu'ahis sv~~ssors of l'llftl­
ing the country. Burke, in answering the •har~e, 

' liP owed a grasp of cd'mmercial and tiscal details at· 
least equal.to that of Grenville himself, then con­
sidered the first man of his time in dealing with 
the national tr1de and resources. fo this 'easy 

0 
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inas~ry t>f the s cial facts of the discussion, 
B'urke-added the far rarer art of lighting them up 
,by. broadetJrU.Ciples, and placing himself a:!d his 
read,ers at the highest and most effec~ve point of 

< vew for commanding their general bearings. < 

If Burke had been the Irish atlventurer that his 
• • • erlemies.d~scfibed, he•might well have seized"witn 

impatience the ·opening to office that the recent 
exhibition of his P9Wers in the &uslfof Commons 
.had. now made accessible to him. Th~ was not . 
a p~n ill Great Bri~ tQ. whom the emoluments 
of ~ce.Woul~have been m~ useW. It is one 
of the sta~ding mystefies in literary tiof¥aphy 

'how Burke could think.of entering Parliament. 
• • without any means that anybody can now trate, of ·.· . . 
e!trning a fitting livelihood.. ~ at this time 

• • • . Bur~, whom we saw not long \go writingp the 
bo?ksellers, had bE!Com~ affiu.nt enopgh to pay a 

• yea!ly allowooce tQ.Ba~, the ~t~, in order to 
enabre him to st11dt the pictures n. tte great . . -
Eurepean. ganet1es, dbd to Jllake a prolonf¥Jd 
. re41ide~ce at Rome. A little later ,he toot a step 
that makes t.he riddle stilr more difficult, am 
has given abundant employment to wits who 
are maximi in minimis, and think that every . . . . 

question they can ask, yet to which history has 

• • 

• 
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not thought it worth while ~o leave·-aj- aD~! wei, 
. is somehow a triumph of their own learni.pg a!d 
dial~tic. • . .. .• 
.f. I~.:;-17.,6 9 .• Jlu;rk~;,PJ!t9h~s.e_<l ... 11<-);IqJ!§,e....,.~nd: la~di 
! .· ·'•" .... -"•''-"·· ~ 

? ~~QWI;t.as. Gregol'!!=J~, jJ:? .&P.~~:P!trisl?~~ B! .. ~~~d 
·~eac(!)n,s.f}!lJg,j;->jpciio;.~:tl~;~~g,H£1,-.ty;~Bt"tlP}1P~~~ It has 

i 8fte11 b;en ask'td, and natlfrally el!l.Oltgli, . how• a 
·; .. . . 

man who, l!ardly more than a few mon:~Mbefore, 
was still c~te~ted to earn an extra hundreil 
pounds !]'ear by writing for Dodsley, should .no'_V. 
have la~ed out as ~he. b~er of a firre house 
and estate,. that ~st upwards .Qf tw~nty~wo 
thotisJLn<f pounds, could !lot be kept up on ,Ellis 
than two thousand :five0 hundred a y~ar, and of 

• whiM! the returns did not amount to OD:e-fift:n. 
of that sum. .Whence •did he procure the ni6ns.y, 

and~at is perhats :r:o~e diffi~ult to answe~~-how 
came he first to enterta1~ the a_dea of a design so 
ill-proportio~e.~ ~nytleing ve ca~ now discern • 
in his m~a.Bji(nd prospects 1 • l'he common ::_lls"'er 
fr~ Burke's enemies, aiid@ven f~~ some ne~ti'al . . ... 
inquirers, mig~t give an unpleasant sho~ .It 

• iB alleged that he hat!. plunged into.wild gambling. 
in East India stock. The charge was current at the 
time, and it was speedily revived ·when Burke's 

,·. . ;. ., . 
abandonment of his party, after· the Frenqh 

• 

• 
• • • 
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Rev~ution, exposed fm to a thousand attacks of 
r~kle~s .:irulence. It has been stirred by one or 
two pertinacious critics nearer our OWR tim<Jt and 

~ ~ . . 

hone of the biographers have dealt with the per-
plexities. of the matter .. Nobody, indeed, has ever 
p~etended .to find one jot of • direct evidence 
that Burk61 h~self took a part in the gam~illlg h!. : 
India or•other stocks. There is evid~c~ that he 

:" . . . ~ . 

was a holder of the stock,. and no. more. But. . . . 
what is undeniable is that Richard Burke, his 
bro~er,· William B~n~, his intimate,~ not his 

. . 
kin~an, a.nd .J.ord Verney, Jilis poli~ical patron, 
w~rt all three at this ii.me engaged to~ether in · 

.·immense tra~sactions in ~ast India stock ; that · 
in 1769 the stock fell violently; that they iV~re • 

. .. Ullab1~ to pay their differ~ces; lleld that in the 
year when Edmund Burke~o~ht • Gregor~• the 
other• three were Jltterly ruined, two of them 

• • beyond retri~val .Agaii, it ~s'k.ar that, after 

' 

thi~ :U.ichard Burke. voeas engaged i~nd~obbing 
I ' . . -

in~~e West I.<!iiS; th&t-n.is claims were dispu~d 
. by~ the.Go~ernme~t as question~ble and disWonest ;· 
,_and that he l~st his case. ~dmund Burke w~ J 

said, in the gossip of the day, to be deeply in-­
terested in land at Saint Vincent's. But there iS· 
no evidence~. What cannot be Unied is that an 

• • I 

• • • • 
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. unpleasant taint of specula't h and fin.alici~ ad-
. ·.ventureship hung at one time about the. wh~e 

:· c~m~ction; and that the adventu,es_.\nvaria:l>ly 
c·ame to an•unlucky end. • 

Whether Edmund Burke and Willia.ln Burke · 
were relations Of not, and if so, in what degr~e . 

· they- w~re relationS, neithe~ of thelil ever knew ; 
they bet.ev'M that their fathers soril.eti~es called • • 
one anothe:tll colJilins, and that was all they had 
to say on the subject. But· they were as inti,· 
mate as~others, and fhiii William Burke ;,y.e~t . 
to mend ~ · broks fortunes in .tudil\, .Ed~und 
Bufk~ c~mmended him ~o Philip F~ncis-t~n 
fighting his deadly duel0of five years with Warten 

• H~ings at Calcutta_.... as one whom 4e hat! 
tenderly love~ highly valued, and coritiifually ... 
live~ith in an !niog not to be expressed,.9-uite 
since their .boyish years• "I.ooking back to the 
course of my Jd,' ~e woote in.1771." I remember • 
no one• ~iderable benef!t .in the whole- ~f it 
wltich I did not, mediatel:,- or imrftediately, .dtJrfve 
from William Burke." There is nothi~g ieJ,trinsi-._ . . . 
aally in~redible, tlrerefore, consi~ering this in-

• 

timacy and the ·community of purse and home 
that subsisted among the three Burkes, in the 
theory that w~en Edmund Burke· bought his 

0 
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prop~ty i~ Bucking mshire, he looked for help 
fro~ . tile speculations of Richard and William.'"· 
Hov:ever tbis Jilliy have been, from them cam: no 
h~lp. Many years afterwards (1783) Urd V er:o.ey 

· filed a bill in Chancery claiming from Edmund 
• Burke a sum.of £6000, which he.alleged ~hat he •• ·had· lent at •the instigltion of ·william Bllrke~ to. 

• • assist in cop1pleting. the purchase of Beaconsfield. 
Burke's sworn answ~r denied alllmowredge of the 
t~a.nsaction, and the plaintiff did not get ~ relief · 
for which' he had prayoed.• . • . 

I~~ leU~r to-Shackleton (M~ 1rll?JJ8~-13ur~e 
ga~ the foll~ing account of what ·he··had-d~ne: 
-"I have made a push," h: says, " with all I could 
conect Qf my own, and the aid of my friends, to c!t~t . . . . . . 

. .. a lit;tle'root in this country. 1-ha-v~purchased a . ' . 
~1ouse, ;~it:h an. estate~of about s& ·hundred ~res 
of land, ·in- Buckingb.am~ire;" twenty-fou-r,,,miles 

. : trom'London. Jt is ~plactl exc:e~<ple:sant; 
and :tpTopose, God will!ng, to become •a fM'ruer in 
good' 86trnes~ Yort; who•ar; cla~sical, will not bao 
displeas~ to know tha~ it was form_erly the•seat 
of Waller, the wet, whose house, or part of it, • 
inakes at present the farmhouse within an hundred 
yards of me." The details of the actual purchase 

0 • • 

1 of Beaconsfield have been made tolerably clear. 
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The price was twenty=two "t ?sana·;":PL~cYnd~;~m~re 
or-less. ·Fourteen thousand-were-left on m~rtgage, 
)Vhi~h remained-outstanding until ~he.eale·of;.the 
property by Mrs. Burke 'iri 1812. Garret Burk~, 
the elder brother, had shortly before th~ purcj~e .. 

. made .Edmundo his residuary legatee, and it. is 
• guessetl that of 'this bequelt two tl!ou~a~d pmrnds . . . 
~ere in cash. The balance "f six tqpusand was 
advanced by Imd Rockingham on B~ke's boria. . 

Th~urc~ase after·all w~ ·the smallest P.a.rt. ;f' 
the m~tter, _and it still re!Iia!D.s a puzzle· ~2e oilly 
how Bill~~· was a"ttle· .to mamtain-so h~1td$o.Jt!,e an 

• • • . • • . . v• .. o . 
• establishment, but . how~e could e~r suppo~ it 

. '0 - ... ,;. . ......... .. 
likelY that he would be,able to maintain· it. hHe 
cMnted, no doubt, on· making some sort ·pf income 

' . . .... 
b:y: farming .• -rhe liish estate, which he ·liad-'in- , · 

'h;Nted from his~rother, orought in five 1)-.;tndred 
a year (Mhur toung'i lre~nd, ii -193) .. Fo~ a 
short ;imf}~eceived•a sa4t,ry of. seven hu.n~re~ ". • 
poundsCII. year as agent fdi- ~ew York. We may 
<perhaps take. fo' gra~ttffi that 1Itl m:de aso niuch 
mor': out of. his acres. He received liilmetPing 

• from Dodsley for his work on thi Annual Register . 
down to 1788. B~t when all these resources 
hav~ been counted up, we cannot. but see a great. . ~ ~ :•. - . ~ 

yearly deficit. The unhappy tr,uth'i.S that. from \ . 

\ . ' • 
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thi Z:iddl(f of 1769; when we find him applJing 
to Gartick for the loan of a thousan~ poty1ds, 
qo~n to 1'i'94.~hen the king gave him a pension,-. . 

. Burki'l was never free from--the-harassing strain 
of.debts:and want--of-money. It has heen.stated 
with good .show of :uthority, that his .:~h\iga-. 
tions -to J.ord ltocking~am _ aJpounted »o »ot less . 
th,an thirt?'-thousan'tl ,pound~. When. that nople­
man died· (1182), w.ith·a· generosily ·which ·is not 
the -less honourable to him for havin~,~ ~en so 
richlf ea~ed by th_e·f~rthfttl friend who was:the 
ohje~ of!( he-1eft instructi~nr to li~ :eiecutQrs . ' . . . . . 

that alLBunlfe's honds.shojld .be:·-destroyed. • ~ 

• We may indeed wish~ that all. this had been • . .. . . 
other'?f.rse. But those who8press 1t a!! a reproach 

· ... against B.urke's memory, maf b~j~~tly remift~ed 
that ~en~P-itt""died, after drawing the pay ·of a· 
minister for twenty yea:ta, heeteJt·~debt::r-oto the · 

~mo~~·of- forty,_thClll.s!'nJ~p9JJ.Hd.s~!lrk~ as I 
havi said elsewhere, !lad nQPe of the yicm; of pro-

. . . . . 
fusion: but lle had th~ quality that Aristotle ~ac~ 
hig~ arftong the . virtues - ~!J.e n~le · mean of 
Magnificence, s~nding midway between the two• 
extremes of vulgar ostentation and narrow petti~ 

ness. At .least, every creditor Wllj paid in good 
1 time, and nobody suffered but himself: Those who 

.. I 
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think these disagreeable m ters of s10pre~ im-. ' . 
portance, and allow such things to stand ~etweeu 

0 ' ' ' 
them and•Burke's greatness, are lili.e t4e people-
slightly to•alter a figure from a philosopher of old 
-who, when they went to Olympia, could" only · . . . 
percei"e that t~ey were scorched by -the sun, apd · 

0 pre~sed by the crowd, and t!eprivedtof•comfortable - . means of~athing, and wett~ by th~ rain, ·and 
that life w~ fu:U. of disagreeable a~d troublesome . . 
things..,.all,d so they almost forgot the great coloss_u.s 
of ivory and gold, Phi~ia~'s 8tatti.e of Zetls; irhich 
they had c~me toqee, and whiclJo.stood ..in .~ its 
glory an~ power before tt\eir perturb~ and foolish 

0 
vision. 
• 41I'here have been few men in history witl;i whom 

' . . . 
personal obj~ts counted for so little as they. , . 
coilllted with ~urk:. He really did" WJ~at so ·. 
many pub]ic men only. feig• to do. He forgot 

' 0 0 • 

that he h~y interl!lts ot his ~wn to be pro-• . • 
mote!, ~art from tht:> i.nteteats of the party•with 
j'"hich he acted,

0 
and f~m tl!o'!ie o~ the .wfwle 

nati~, for which he held himself a trtiste~ What· • • 
o William ~urke sltid of him in.l766 was true 

throughout his life, "Ned is full of real busi­
ness, intent upon. doing solid good to his country, 
as much as if he was to rec~ive twenty per c~nt ' 

' 
• 

0 
• 
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from~he impire." tu:h men as the shre~d and 
i~pud~nt P..igby atoned for a plebeian. origin by 
th~ arts of. de~endence and a judiciou~ scrvflity, 
3.nd drew more of the public money frofu the Pay­
Office in half ·a dozen quarter-days than Burke 
r:ceived in-.all his .life. It was p.ot by s~ch arts 
that Burk~ rese. When we remember an- the• . . . 
untold bitt.erness of. the struggle in wtJ.ch he was 
erigaged, from the time when Ute ~d Duke of 
Newcastle tried to ~ake th~ Marquis of.R~cking­
h~m~ismiss his ne\v.pdva~e secretary as an Irish 
Jes11!t in.disguiiie (1765), dow:.to thfi time when 
the !J~ke o5Jedford, hinf.:!elf battening "rn grants 
to the house of Russell, s! enormous as not only 
~ out~age economy, but even to stagger crMi-

., bility;•) assailed the government fo~t.giving Burke 
• a mo?.erate pension, we may al~st imagine that 

if Johnson had imitated.the famous Tenth Satire • • . •a little later, .he wouldehave b~ tempted to 
appl~ •the poet's cy~ieal c~iticism of' t:ie• career 

/'?hetbi~ to the ~i!ter C!ce;o of Jlis own day. '!J 
f'~,wa~ not~'. Burke said, in a passage -oVofty.dignity, 

"like.his GracEi. of Bedford, s~addled and·rockede 
and.dandled into a legislator.; Nitor in.adversum 
is. the motto for a man .like me. . I possessed not 

• on~ of th'e qualities, nor cultivat~d one .of the 

• • 
, 

• • 
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arts; ·that recom:nrend ine~-'i-the·-favour.an<Ppro-
~ -~ . ~ 

tection- of the great. I was. not made .for~a mimon 
'· or.a~tool • As little did I follow t~ trQ.pe of ~n-
f- ~ . • 

:-..:.~- ning the lttlarts, by imposing on ,the understand: 
·: ings of the people. At every step of my progress 

. in life~ for in ~very step w~c; I traversed a~d. 
0opposed, aud at every tu,npike ol !net, I was 

• • obliged to \how my passport, Qnd agail£ and again 
to prove nfy sgle title to the honour of behig 
useful. to. my country, by a p~oof that I · was not 
wholly unacquainted wti. itfi laws and the whol~ 
system of its intaests both · abr8Qd and.at h~me ; 
o~ne;wis•e no rank, no ~~ration eve~or me:.o • 



.. 

CHAPTER III . . . ' . . . 
• • THE. CONSTITUTIONAL STRUGGLE • 

. ~-· -. . . . 

FoREIGN observers of our affairs. looked upon the 
state of England b"ctween the accession of George . .. . . -
III.:- and the loss. ot the American colo.nies 

• 
(17.80-7~)· witJt . mixed disi/olst ,afd. satisfac-
tient' Their instinct a. absolute rulext was·re-. , . . . 
volted by a spectacle o~ unbridled faction and 
ragin~ anarchy; their envy was soothed bye t.he • 
gil)Wing weakness of a ~ower \'ihich Chatham 
had so l:!hort a time befol'e left ~t the hi~est . . . 
point of grandeur .and strength. Frederick the 

~ • . '\ j • 

• Great spoke .with .con~pt !f ~ insolence of 
Op~06ition a.nd th~ ..,-irulence of partJ~ ; and 
v<fw~d that, pettf GemnaTJ. prince ·as he was, he 

~ . . 
would not change places witli the King ofi'Eng-• . 
land. The· Em.Peror Joseph J1ronouiwed positiveJ: • 
that Great Britain was declining, that Parliament 
was ruining itself, and that the colonies threat­
ened a C!ltastrophe. Catherine or-Russia thought 

·-
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that nothing would restore s ancient vigo10r to 

0 • . 
the realm, short of the bracing and heroic x:~m~~y 
of a 'War. • Even at home, such shrewd and ex-. . . .. ~ 

perienced ~ookers as Horace Walpole suspected" , 
that the . state of the country was more serious 
than .jt :had been since the Great Rebellion, arf'd . . . 

tecl!red it to be approach+ng by fast strides to 
some shar~ crisis. Men who remembe~ed their 

. . . 
Roman hist.>ry; .fancied they saw every symp-
tom o:t. c~nfusion that preceded. the ruin of .the 
Commonwealth, and ~eg~ 'J;o inquire ·Un~sily 
what was the t('&J.per of the a~y. • ~1en •!Yho 
rememb~ed the story o' the violence and in~~i­
able "factiousness of Plorence, tur~ again to 

• 14ihiavelli and to Guicciardini, to trace oa 
parallel betweifi the t!erce city on the Arrt6 a;rd . 
the-fierce city o~ thtf Thames. When the King • 

. . , 
of Sweden, in 1772, carried QUt a revolution, by 
abolishing ~n~ig:B-chic.~ouncil and assuming·the. r- • • 
powera-oJ a dictator, with UJ.e.assent of his petlple, 
t!tere were actually sefio16S mea ".i.a Englan~ \fho 
thou~t that th~ English, after havin$ been 

• .guilty of eve~y m~nness and corruption, wo~ld 
• ..#"soon, like the Swedes, own themselves unworthy 

· '"A ... to be free. :he. ~uke .. of. Richmond,-•who hap- ... 
pened to have a:cla1m·~to a peerage.andoan estate.:;, ~ 
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!\n-!'ranlP, -excuseihimself for- taking so.much 
r pains. to establish his claim to-them; by.gravely 

i ~ing "'!lo k:Jiew that ~ time might not.soodtcome 
•i when England would not be worth ·li11ing ·::in, and 
~when·a·retreat .to France- might- be a.very~happy 
lhingfor.a free.man .. to.have. • . 

~ . . . 
The rel:gn•had be~un by a furious outbreak ef . . . 

hatred between the En
0
o1ish and the Stlotch. Lord • • 

Bute had been. driven from· ~ffic914 not merely 

• 

. becauSe he_ was s;ipposed to owe his ~o:er to a 
scajo,.darous friendship wit~ the king's mother, but 
beJmuse. ke Wa.B aceused of r~wdin_.g the public 

· setVice ~ his detes*ed countrymen• fr~m· the 
other side of the Twee<f. He fell, less from dis­
•appr~val of his policy, than from· rude pre~ice• • 
agaiilst his country. . Th~ flow ~ angry emotion 
had.not subsided before ~e \fhisper of strife in 

r.;th~· American colQnies . began to trouble the air ; . 
f"'; arid before that had :axed foud~·thewMiddlesex • 
f'\ eM:t.ion.had blowv· into a' portentolis-.Jturricane. 

Thiil,.,.was~th~_,.fiJ!E!.t..,gr~t,,,QQ!l.~tjt,qt~gP.-.!}k<l~~~~..::~fter 
-···~ 

~urk~-;C.\'!:.l!l~~-zmtQ...;.the,ca:QJ!§I:l.::9f;:;~QQJPJUOn~-.. -As, 
moreover, it b.ecame a leading elem~nt in the crifis • 
that was the occasion of Burke's first remarkable 
essay in the literature of politics, it is as well to 
go over the facts. • 
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The-Parliament to whic~ he had. ijrst ·!ee~ 
returned, now approaching the expiry of it~ legal 

· · term~as.dissolved in the .. sp:rip,g.9f.J.'7§8h W:ilkes, 
then an outlaw :in_Paris,<returned,to.England, a~d • 
announced hhnself .as .a. candidak . .for~.the,.l:ity. 
When the electi'ln was over, his name stood last · 
. en the poll. But his anciezft fame 4ts lbe oppon­
ent and 'Victim of the court fiv~t years b.elore, was 
revived. Af~r hjs rejection in the city, be found 
bimself~tr~ng enough .to :stand'.'for.the~county of. 

· Middlesex. Here he was.retJJ.rned.at.the·he.a.il of 
10 • • 

the poll aft~r au OlXcited".(!l~c::~iOtl. Wi~es 4!ad. · 
. been t:ieit in 17~4, ~d foltnd guilty ~_the KiRgis 
Bench of repubhshing lumber Fort~ve of the 

• • NQ'CtA Briton, and of printing and publishif!.g tM 
Essay on W om~n.. He• bad not appeared ·to JOe­

ceive sentence, aJ!d !Btd been outlawed. "in ,con­
sequence. ~ter his ele~tion .for Middlesex;· he ?· 

• o~tained a re?rsar of hial outlawry .on a point"· of ~~: 
technic~Jorm. He then eap1e up for sente~ce 
under the original verdict~ • The «<11lrl sent him to -... . . 
prisqiPfor twenty-two months, and con<l,emn~d . . . 

• lijm ~ pay a fine of ~ thousand poupds. -
Wilkes was in prison wberi the second session 

of the new Parliament began. His ,case . .,came 
before .the. Hou~e. in- November-17.6S,_on ~his owli 

.. 
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;e_!ition,accusing Lord Mansfield of alte~ing the 
reco:r;d at his triaL After many acrimonious 
<lebates and examinations of Wilke~ and ~thers 

• •• • 
• at the bar of the House, at length,-~y, .. 219 .. votes 

'agdinst 136, th~ famo~s JD.O~i~n w.:~s.pa,Ssed_which 
•expelled himfrom .the_House .• Another election 
for Mid<flesex was• now held, and Wi1kes ~s 
returne•d without opposition. The ~ay"' after the • • 

·return, the House of Commops IWSolved by an 
immense majority that, having been 'expelled, 

• # 
W:tJ.kes was incapible of serving in that Parlia-

•· .. Il!tmt. • Xhe t.iilllowing montQ.. W~es was .once 
ilfbre elected. The H•use once more <1\lclared the 
election ~cid. In~Ap1ll an~ther electi;n .. took 

• pl(tc~, and· this time the. Government pQtJ<l!l'~ar<f 
· Qoltinel..;Luttrell, who.va~ted hist13eat·fodlossiney 

for, thl.! purpose· of. opposiT!g ·Wilkes;-·" There · was 
the same result; ~na--forAhe--feurth,,.tiiQ~;.i\Vilkes 
was at the'·head::l)f:the~t.]_)oll. •The House ordered 

• • 1> ,' •• -~lt,....r-.... 

tlt!3 •. return tO be• a.ltered,,. and after ~l!aring by 
eoqnsel the eft'aeholdQfS •of Middlesex who peti­

.:--;-:Honed against the altcration~fmally:con:fi~ it 
I'•' • . ' . • 

r (May · 8; 1 '7~9) ··by:- a. maJ~nty ::of' ··221•"to.:: .. lij2: 
According to Lord Temple, this was the greatest 
majority ever known ori the last day of a session. 

The·purport and significance-<tf .these .. ar.b.itrary 

-

. 
• • 
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proceedings need~little:interpr~tation. Thg Houee, 
according to the authorities, had a constitutional' 
right 'W ex!Jel Wilkes, though the groundS on • •• • 
which even this is defended would probably b'e • 

,r::questioned if a similar case were to arise in ~UI 
r:o~n day. But~a .• SiiJ.gle,~:r{!n~l:h,()f,,..~Qg,.J~g!sl~l\1!~· 

· .. ·ldh. . .. cv!.l . ,! ·. ay.e.-,I!o.,.,p.QF-er,...w,"'p.a~"m .. l~!mf!~~~)ng 
VoQt~!;~it.l).;,r<"'~!}tl!.st.m:W;,i;lk~~,.,.9J';f;f&IlYJ/p,.qy,Jt~l~~- An 
Act. of .. ,Par1i~en.t.,.iswthe ..• 1east-,,.:il!ll~Jill~!)IJ,t~,,by • 
w 1!!~1)~~ ~~G~.:i.!l9~PJ}Jl\!iY.'!'::iC.sml~treJ;.i~Wl~~El·e--~he 
House might perhaps expel. Wjlkes, but it. could 

~ . . . 
not either le~ally ~ with regard 4io. the.l!lss ~~-

• 

finite limits of constitut~nal morality, deeM-. . . . 

whom the Middlesex fre~10lders should~ot elect, 
•and .i could not therefore set aside their repre- • . 
sentati~e, who ~s then•free from any disablin~ · 

quality. l#!9.~9_~~de.~d.id .. not much exagge~ate,. .. 
when he declared in a debate .on the subjecfin · ~ 
the House of Lor~, tha$6.-the"'judgmenLpassed • 
·1 ' • • . 
~~on~.th~ .. !"1iddlesex .. election.;~d;gtxe~;:~!l~1;;;~2t 
~tu.e~l:_O~-~~:a;--.:IJ.l_O}.'~:;:~aifgeX,~\l'§:~:W.'?)l!!A'f1o·~l1ai1:· .~n,. 
g~v~during:. the• twelve .years'"·" absencEL of 
· ~irliament in t1~e reigrtof•Clrarles \ Tlt~-Rous~ 
of •. Commons •. was~-usurping,,ano.ther,.,fg.rm.,.o.Lthat 

veg_dispensing .... po~~r,'J().r .. pJ:~tendipg,"to,.,w.Qich 
the last of the~ Stuart sovereigns had lost hut 
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4'r12~n. 1 If the House oy a vote could deprive 
Wilk-es of a right to sit, what legal or constitu­
ti.pnal iVlped~ent would there be irt' the ~ay, if 
the majority were at any time disposM to declare 

•all.their most formidable opponents in the minor-
ity incapable of sitting 1 • • 

In the ·sa&e Parlfament, there was anothtlr aJ!d • • 
/scarcely less remarkable case of Pri~iJege, "tg~t 
~~~_st son of Pre{ogatiye,': ~~- :Sgr~-:.trulJ .... C.:!_lled 
. i~~-;~and inheriting .. aU~the_-c\j~~s _qf_j~c.P~!:~J.Lt/: __ 

Ceft~lli.....p~i11Jers :c,~w~re"-•~~-!ltl~~e!t;~~~~~ie.~c_h. of 
PJ;~j1~se.~JQJ:--..~R9.~!iAg&!l.!,~\~q~~t~.~g~~.,;,ij.ouse 
~1t~,rchr'"'~'f' .. ;t).· The ~~senger of the ~erj~ant-at. 
arms attempted to take one of them into custody 

-• in his own shop in the city. ··A c~nstabl~·was• 
s~ariding by, designedly, it has been supposed, and 

• M~lier, ·_the __ pr:iltt-~~. gave the messenger int"o his 
custody for an as11ault.. The case cttm~ on before. 
the L>rd · M:uor;•·4Jdetman;ffilkes;~and :Alderman 
O:tiver, the same e¥eflirig, and -the -result~was that . 

·the> messengtr•of the ilo~se was ·conimitted. The · 
gity de>cttine was, that if the •House of Co~ns 

• 
had a Serje~t-at-arms, th~y had a Serjeant-at-
mace. If the House of Commons could send their 
,citizens ~o Newgate, they cou,ld send its mes­
senger fo the Compter. Two otter printers wera 

• 

. 
• • 
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. collusively . arrested, . brought before WiOkes ~n4 
Oliver; and at once liberated. 

0 . ' ' 
· Tlie Commons--instantly. resolv4ild: oo.. stefll 

measures. ~he Lord Mayor and Oliver were 
. taken and despatched to the Tower, where ~hey~ 
lay until t.he pro,ogation of Parliament. Wilkes. 

• 4 ~ • • 

stubMrnJy refused to pay :ny att~tim' to re-• ' peated summonses to attend a.t the ba-r of the 
. -. . . 

House,· very !Jro~rly insisting ,that he ought to 
be sum~o:q.ed to attend in his place as inemqer . 
for :Middlesex. Beside\ committing ·Crosby. hnd 
Oliver .to th~_,.To;~;~er, the House "aumnto-Red ·the . 
Lord)~ay~r's clerk to at~d with hi& books:~~a 

Q • 
then and there forced him to strike out the record 

•of ~ recognisances into which their messenger • 
had entered on ~eing co~mitted at the Ma~~ion~:· 

e . , 
·Rode. No"Stuart. ever-.did .. anything"more *!bi··· 
trary· and ilJ.egal .. The .l!o.US8,,deliberately''in:' 

0 • '•" 

• /~tended to constitute.itseU,-as-~urke ltad said tw.o • 
J~'' ye~rs ber~e, ·an -arbitrary- anti ~espotic~assenib,_'j< ~ 
~' "" . .. _.. . 
· "!'t•~The,:-Jlis.t()ffill~fJt<o<~i:::WQD~JI!:l.~Yf:i~#~e.~&b~~gr~~~ 

~L~..,o£"'~'RIJI~hmll!.iqg;:;,!!.!!'!l~tl?_gJ',~~.§i-Wo0'~~;;;-la~_" • · 
~~,t._u_r,YLt:,~!n,;,t!lt'-,.,_~,M'~!§~!lmR~~l~~J.P~El!!P·'-' · . 
l B~v!ke;-in -a · speech~-he-.de..ljy,~,r~f!...,~,I[';;,'~.,p_l~ci 

i~_,J7,.7-l,~~Wil.I.:+!~<t.Jh~-.Jl~!!§,~~~Jt,t~%~Jle. 
course upon w\ich they were ent.~Jjpg,_ and 
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~c~red ;;hose to be their morlal"enemies who 
would-persuade them to act as if they were a self­
oliginate~ ma§istracy, independent of the p!ople, 

·and unconnected with their opinions -a'lld feelings. 
put.thcse _mortal enemies-of its .very.const_itu~ion 
were at this time the majority.of-.the.House. -,.rt _ 

__. .-W!}S to no .• pu!'pose tlfat Burke argued-with -mor~ 
•/\han leg:~ closene~ that,.incapacitatio~-c:mld not 

~l)e.a power"'accor~g .. to.law,..in~m~h as it had 
. neither~- oLthe .. two properties of-law :.it J'as not 
kruiton, •• you yourselves !lot knowing upon what 
groftnds.~u wili vote the incap•ity of any man"; 
.ih~ it was nQijixed, bec~se it was varlecfaccording 
tO the o~asion, exercise~ according to disc~tion, 
"and no man could call for it as a right. .A stmin • 

· o~ ~nanswerable reasoning of this kind counted 
. fof ,otliing, in spite of it: being unansweit.ble. 
Ji?;potic or ol~garchic p~etensi~ns are Jl_t()OLagi;U_n~t 

• t~e most forzvrdabl~ batt8ry that reason and e:?Cpen­

,..p eiice can construct. ~ainst them. An<l!Wcilkes's 
!"e~cl.usion end'ui'~JJ.P.!~,t~J~_:p_~~!i!t.!!!!l~btpe U n-

r~pqr~d .. Parliament; as it w~~~lleQ_,,f!:wljll~Y 
-' . 

- r_e~p_ects _the ~ery worst tM.t 'ever assfl_zgbled it 
'W;estminster-was dis!;!olved, "'and a, new one 
~l~cted-(1774); when he was.once,agaill,~'!eturned 
fof Midalesex, and_took;bis seat. • 

j _. - -~· ~ .... __ ........... 

... 

• 
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The London multitude had grown Zio'llouf. f'l 
Wilkes, and . the town had been harassed hy dis­
ordeP. Ofthe fierce brntality,of.th~CJ'Ol'id of t~t 
age _we m!tY form ·a. vivid.ideaJ'roni .the 11nfiinch-• 
iug pencil--of-"Hogai'th. · :Barbarous laws wer2 
cruelly administ~ed. The common people were 
&rbl!lerit, because misrule Illade t~m • miserable. 

• • 
Wilkes hacf written filthy ver~es, but ~he crowd 
cared no mctte f~r this than their betters carea 
about ~e Vj.ces of Lord Saridwic€. They made com-. 
mon cause with one wh_o was eaccidentally a lti.ore 
conspicuous ~~H:erer. Wilkes was~ uite t>ight w11en 
he VO\!ed thathe was no'Wilkite. Th~masses·~~~ 

-'"'' . . 0 . • . 
,''R'etter than their leader. " Wheney~r .. ~he people 
l•Jia~a feeling," Burke OI}Ce said," they coml}lonly" 

are in the rig.ht.:.they s~metimes.mistake the·~~­
sici::ftl.." Franklin, w~o was then in Londo~.was 
of opinion·tl1at if George 11I. had had a bad char­
acter, and John Wift:es a ~ood o.ne, th~ latter mig~t • 
have turT:t¥d the former out ofltie kingdom ; for \he 
turbulence that began in ~reet 'Pi~tt, at one ;ime 
th~ned to end•in revolt. The king iimself . . . 
>WtS attacked with s~vage invectiv~ in papers, of . 
which ~t'was said that no one in the previous cen­
tury w~~ld have dared to pr_ip.t any like them until 
Chad~ was fast locked up!i~ Carisbrooke Cast!~ . .. 
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, ~ is t¥1Ual when the mindR of those in power 
have been infected with an arbitrary temper, the 
employm«wt o' military force to crush• civil• dis~ 
turbances became a familiar and favd'urite idea. 
T)le tiill.itary, said Lord Weymouth, in. art. elaborate 
•• letter . addressed to the Surrey .magistrat~s, can 
never be. empklyed t<t a more constitution:~! tJur! 
pose than. in the--ampport of the auttority and 

. dignity . of the mtgistracy. If. th~ magistrate 
~hould be menaced, ·he is cautioned not to <Way a 
monient in calling for the· ajd of the military, and 
making qse of th~ effectually. .a'qe ~onsequence 
of~fli;,blood~scroll,.~.~Wil$.es.~.rigp-PJyJ~n~d it, 

--"""i·'fllii-~~·~"""'..,..,...,.·. • ' ' .. . . 
was that shortly afterwards an affray occurred 
ootwaep the crowd and the troops, in which s<1ilie 
twooty people were killed and wou•ded (May 10, 
~ 768~' On the following d:y, · fhe -Secretary •or 

.War, Lord Barringtl~n, Wtote to the CQmmanding 
·.officer, inforfi\l.ilg. ~im •liat the king highly 
app-i~ved of the condact both of officers IW!l men, 
and' wished thai his gra~ous ap~robation of them 
should b~ communicated to them. . tlfllll' 

• • 
Burke broug~t the matter ~efore .the J~ouse in • 

·"'a..motion.for .a Committee of Inquiry, supported 
~by one of the most lucid· and able··ofkhis.ini~or 
• ~p~eches. ·" ..lf.,e:v~r. the;-time,"Sho_gjd,~9Q:!lle,': he 

• F 

• 
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concluded, "when this House shall.be fo~d Prfhnpt 
to execute and slow to inquire; re!t_dy_tQ punisl; the 
exc1sses. of the people, and slow ~ lis~n-.to .t~ir . 
grievances-; ready to grant supplies, -and slow t<i 
examine .the account ; ready to invest magistrat~s 

· with large pow~rs, and slow to inquire into tfte· 
0exefc~~ of them; ready to ~tertaia liotioni! of t~~ ~ 
military ~ower as incorporated with •the con:·. 

. . . . 

..,.;:'sjtution,-~he_:o,.you }earn th~s J11. the_ air.,p( St .. 
j"J amt>,a's, •the11 the business ..• is- done ; then the · . 
· House .. ?f • Q~mmons ;rill c\lange,_ that ,_chatacter . 

which it r~ceives frQIIL the:.peeple.~o:al;r," ·~t. is 
··,hardly ~ecessary to sa1 that-' his.motio~·:Jt-. ·a 
Co~mittee was lost by the over.whelmtbg majority · 

• • o.S. i45~against~30. The general· result of the prri-
ceedings· of tae Govei!nment from· "the a~ces;ion 
or George III. 'to tf:te beginni~g.:o(tpe ~ubles 
in the Aqterican colonJes;'was_ in Burke'!!. own 

;I wohls, that the. lrovernment was .'at,once,dreaded. . . "; . .. ... . . . . . """' .". 

and coD;emned; th_at the 4ityVs ivere.despoilM of. 
all their respected and sslutar1 ~efl'ors; that'tt.,eir 
~tion was a su~ject of ridicule, and the~ exertion 

oof abhorrel!fe•; that-o_ur dependencies had slacke~~-. 
in their .. affections ; that we knew neither how -to 
yield, nor how to enforce ; and .that disconnection 
and confusio~; in offices, in parties, in.;Jamili~s. . .,; 

• 
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e III ·~---
ill ~;trliawtent, in the nation, prevailed beyon~- the 

_..disorders of any fm~mer.time. 
~" . . f....., ~ lt.wlli•inAlte. pamphlet-on- .the~Pr.c3Cnt Dtscon-
, · • {t~s1::gillblis.hedjy._.JltQ,""that Bl1rke .. d&lt .at large 

witli the whoie.-scheme .of policy _of wh_ich all 

these irregu1arities.were"the distemperc.d .in~cident~-­
A.}he ... ~pJ¥eJ-..Jv.i!$,.Cg~pl?:se!l q~""!!-e;;P.!AJ!l_{e_~~~e 

~~Q~~iJ:!g~~m~.§.~gtj~~~"o..(""tb.e?'!''\¥h!g:fP~~~·.<:~;r~li<;nv, 
· as Burke ·wrote ~--his chief, ho~ dii'erent it ":,itS 

in spirit and composition from "the Be~lfows, ·the 
·Grei!villes, and othoc knots, who ar~- combined for . . .. 
no .:rmbli_c.purpo~, but oilly as :uiill1eaiis of further-
ill(with join~tre~gth tooir private and fndi~idu~J 
advantage~' The pamp~let was subn1itted in. 

. - . 
fnanu~cript or proof to the heads· of *e pa•ty. • 
Frj.endly 'r:ritics 1excused \orne i~legancies that .t:· 

·. . .. . 
.. the~ ~hougli_t they !ound m occaswual passl:f'ges, 

by takmg for grant~d, as was true, that he l!ad ad~ 
(; mitted insertion~ from otll.er ha'!ds. ~m:.the · · 
~ '! • • """ 'lot 

\!._rsll'time.,he,e~~~;dtJ>nJLQQ..J;t,§.pj_c.J!g_q~~~~J(l,the 
st~~t~~tgB- of .1lis ~~?~e~Jiandi~g~Qonc 
~m:por~riesliad an opportunity•or measuring~s 
strength, by comparison .:with e.nother~p_erformanci . . -· 
of . similar scope. ~eJm!§.;;RL.:;.:fAnil!.fL-.Pad l ~ 
st_lutled .. the::::wo:rld.,::tb.e:',Year~:::Pt:)fpr,e.G .. "-"'Burke was 

,. tiii'i~ersal~~ected of ·being ·tMir·,·autliOr;-·anq • 

• • 
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the ~uspicion never wholly died out so.U>i1g.~ ~ 
, ~ _ liv.ed. There was no real ground for it beyond 
" ' the two uftconnected facts, that the leticrs Wire 

powerfulle'tters, and th~t .Burke had a powerful· 
intellect. Dr .. e.:J.Qh!!~Qn admitted that he ·had' 
never ~ad a. better reason for believing that Burk~ 
~ . . -
was ~unius, than that he Knew noPJOdy.else who 

•I 

"~,i had the abi!ity of Junius. But-Johnson ~ischarged 
llis_mind of the ~.bQ.~ght,at the ipstant when-<Bur"Ke 
yglun~~ilj assur~d him that h·e neither-wrote the 
ietters of Junius, nor knew wko .had. written ttiem. · 

v •• - •• -. - • 

The subiects "an«:btim of those fal!lous,.n.ieces were. 
" • r- • . 

not.v~ry tlitferent from Btirke's~trac~ but any ~11.e 
who in our time turn: from,·the•-·-let~rs to- the 

• t~,-wilL wonder how the author. of: the one ·could 
[/1v:er. have. bean· .suspe~ted'-Of"writing~·the :·ot~er. 
~;i,~iMi~~~~~J~-Yl~~~~ll~~~~~,YJL~fYln 

he~is,,.thi-~Q.~~~t~ft',~li-~~-~~~~~.!l~!~.;.·:;'f:he7.:~1,l;!lthor 
-of,...t.b_e:jl,R~e,~a~t.;;4.2,~qQ~~~~S.P~~lp§f<i.'!i:t!l_q~t.,bitter- .• 
ness .. ev~n .. of.Lord.,But_eiandll.the;:lJuke"oN:l·raiton. · 
~ ..... ~.~.":.:-... .::·1e.r.~~-.x--&::.'"".f~~.:.·'l><,~-<;'o<~ .... ·~o-.r:~¥.,.,.,.-r....-·;,'%.~::r't"""~-::~:! ~; ., ~ 

he only·refers··to""pers~n~when. ~4lir condl.Wt•or 
. t~ situation iliustrates a principle. · l!lstead 

~f!!!~~~~~~~~!!!~~:.r1: 
man-in .whom close mastery of detaiL.kept•.exact 
pace with widE!' gra1;3p ofgeneralities, we· h~e' n?t ' , 

• • 
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I ·.-

A_~: ephe:fberal diatribe of a f~ctiop, but,qp~~Qf the 1 
l!l011..~!11i!IJ,,l~~££~<P2l.i.~!hli.~~!ature. ({.'- rJ C.. 'i,' 

! The bst ~eat pamphlet in, the· hiStory of'/ J 

• En~lish public affairs had been 
1Swifh~~ct. On · 

· £he··Conduct of the._Allies .. (l~Ul~,, . .,.in which the 
writer did a more substantial service for tbe Torv 

~ . . 
party of, his •day than Burke did for the \\rhig 

' • .r:. 
party of ~ later drtte. Swift's .p!!,Il}phl,~~"!l~~~Jose, 
~t~e!!.l1<?ll~, _ persu!l~y~,,~!!,!!_f:t!\!~<#,·,.~~ng-:strokes ; 

. but nobody need read it to-day except )he itistori-
cal ~tudent, or a ml!mber ~f the P~ace Society, in 

seaf~b ~p the.- most convincin~s~~e ...... of_.the 
n!_pst ins~ne -of Englislt .. i"BJ:S} ptere is •not a 
sentence in it that does not belOng exclusively· . ' . 
to the. m;:ttter in hand : ri~t a line: of the ge~~ral 
wi4id"om that is for all tiJPe· ~n"""tke¥E.nesent 
!!~~JlJ.~~ts.the method is just the opposite of this. 

,../"The details are slttrred,and they ~r& not literal. 
; • ' • I 

t·~\B\trke,,.,9e.13~tiJ:>~~wi~h;:,:~~ces~>li9i~;~J~~9.UL.tio.Il :,:how 

~h:-~n~~;;(sY:~tm:n.;..;.~~~~~t!;~~~;,.,,. 

• 

one -put forw!tru -w1th domina! powers in·--ParH,a-• . ,. 
ll4ent, t.lle_;..Other..kconc~ali}q:;,;;:l,)~lt!Jl~~~;;.th~<>.~e,.and 
Sl:l~m~tly~ dictatJ;I.lg;:--Jl}~;~P.Ali:gi,,, ,~ Th~ reader fee~ 
that.this is worked, ~ut far too closely to be real. 

• 1- This. was not Burke's judgment .pr\ the long war 
against Louis XIV.--See Regicide Peace, i. 

I • 
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:4' It is a structure of artificial· rhetoric. o But ~we. 
_pass fVer this lightly; on our way to more• solid 

"';"'--,i:p.atter ; to • the expqsiti9n _o( the :Ptinc_ipJ~s_ of! a 
' . . 

constitution, the right methods of statesmanship, 
~ :: a~d_the defenc~,pf party. • ~ 
A . 0, I!.'. \WI.L;Bql~g~rQke,~;andi-not'-S:ift~:PCw.hom . 

\~_urke, -_w:as._,th1ll~mg,qwhen1he 1rsat'"'~o~:·w., the.· 
~RJ:!~~ti~n,.of~s,bact.--. Tch~!;P£~~g;iw.:~­
t:'P.e., fountain~of;_J,be~~ew.~doctlj.nes,.:.-whicl;t. J3urke . 
t~ .• J~is..,.par_ty_..tll,.,un!leJStand:and~.to,resist. If. 
llis ·foe wa~ domestic,. it ~s ·· from . a · for~i; 
armoury that~ke ·derived the" instr~eq,ts•. of . -~ 

resist!lnce. The great J.:ltilt ·of potitical writefST . 
.....-- - . -

• is-tlieir too close adherence to the·: forms -of 
ffie••system of state· tliey liappen to lie ex:..-• . 

. 'i pounding or etamiuwg. The! st6R short a~,~he 
anatomy of institutions, and do not penet:g~.~ to 
tlie secret . 4JCtJii~funjltion!! · . An illustri?us 
:iftliOrin the middle of> tlie .eiglit!¥lnth century • 
~==3·--------------~~~~--~~~ introduc!¥1 his . contem~ora!iie. to a better . way. 
It.. is not ·too much to saf that M that epocH tbe ,_ . . 

strength of poJitical· speculatien in this eount~, 
fi-om Adam Smith downwards, W¥ drawn from ; . 
France; and Burke ·had been led to some of what 
was most chara~teristic in his_ philosophy ~f s~_cietj 
br.~M~!!~qm~p~ ... $pinit1f<()f'"""L{Lws_;(i.7~~),~th~nrst· 

• .. 
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~lma~al;,-okthel:.hlswrlQ$lu~oL~"'- We have ~o 
space •here to work out :the rel'itions between 

- ' . 
-M!>ntesqlli.eu's•pdnciples !).nd Burke'!!, but .the 

,~.;._ • ' I ' ' 0 '. • • 
/'\~dent4oL--the~Esprt~~4ois<:'W,lU,.,r.~co~Ise _lts 

'f~~;;-in~ey.ery~ft.Burk.e~~I!Sii.e.rpieces. _. 
So far as immediate events were co~cerned; 

""' . • I • 

Burke Wj-8 qu1.ck to discern: their true interpreta-
tion. As .has beeit alread1 said, he a{tributed -to 
the king and his party a de1ibera.ten~s of system 
.that probably · had no re~l existenci in •. their 
minds. · The- king, inten~ti~,d.cto,3_e~t.. .. Jbe.,qld 

riglTt,.gfJhoosiug,,h,i!LOwi:! ,nli;I!i~:-.G:~.Ql(g~_II. •• • M.u made -str*nuous-:-but fnti>le -endeavom·s ··t.o the • -.r. 
same. end. , His son, the father of-George. III., 
Frederick, Prince of Wales,·, as every read~ of • . . 
D~ngton's Diary will re!j!,embEJr, was equally ,. 
bent\op. throwing off the yok~ of the large W"hig 
combinations, and- ma~ng his own · Cabinets. . ,, 

' George III.· was -o111Y c®tinu,ing -the::-p\!rpo~e- of 
his:''f'athel' -and-: his- srft.ndfathel; ; -a.nd~tbw~-e-.is no 

reas~n to belftl"e" that ~e "went more elaborate\¥ 
.tQ. work. to obtain his ends. : 

' . 
It is when. he leaves the ·a~.'tifices of a cabal, 

· and ~strikes down below the surface· to the working 

./.?~;;p :so~i!lLforces, .that we recil the breadth and 
}'power of Burke's_method. · "I~-afP#Q~z,2!!~-:.Qf. . -., 
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those,~ he beg!ln, "who think that the people~~';! 
=wrong. Tifei have been so, frequ;;tli-;;-d 
outrageously, both in other countrios and in this . 
.-:::~ -~ -===.. - -. . • 
~JJJ,.l,d~hsayp~hat-~n-"~~~~~W~!l •. (~ -~ 

)' tfte_ine{r-ulercs,JfM_JYrtfr!k!Jl/!lti{rn;..i?!fJi:!!f#fP!'!t..-~:.pa: 
• 1"!f:2v.gvr...,fil4e-P~Ple.". N al, experie~ce perlill'Ps 

justi~es :him in going further. When~~popular . . ~~T~-~~ 
discontents are preva1ent, some*hing h~ generally 
teen-- founa:tmis& 'in-·tlie· constitution "'oro the aa-- ::;: . miniskati8n. " Th~l_~Beople~havei'!J).o.:;;inwrest: . ..in 
- - - -!..r; . )~?rder.8~~hey~~g,~it,:is .thekt!frw., \;1 

'· and -not~the~t:!•" And then he CI'W~ ~he 
l~p~WiilJJij;-~~~,,gh§.!.lllY.,w~~ 

llioth .practical politicians· and··p.Qliti:f: .. students 
~~l5iiidab0utfli'~ir necks, and write upon tlie­

!2:es of th~ir J~E!a.~ts ~::UThe revoliifions ·~ 
. come to pass m great states are not the re£1~t of 

chance, nor. of P..9~ular ~~Wiefi. • . . AS'!tor~hT . 
~lac~":.iLis"-"J!eY:er . ..,frf)m3a 10_p~~il&for .. attack " . 

t~~~s •• ;t>JJtJmm;.;impltienc.e.PftSJJ.!f~ti..IJg~ 
':"!hat really_gb;es it~ dfstinctton "to the Prhlnt 
Discontents is !l.ot its P.lt·a for indulgence 00f2P.!!!A.!..­
itnpatience, nor its • plea tor the .superiority of 

<'"<;..A~overnment, by~a,ris~PW'!tJ!y, J;mt rather the.pre§ence. 
~{n· it .of.the, thot;ght,of~Montaquieu.and&~s"ch~oJ, 

of the nebessit;r,.ofstud J!!g,RolitiQJ!.l"Rhenoniena in . • 

• • 
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· ~l!ti~. •ot riterel;x to fo~ of governmenL.gg_d 
~aw, but in relation to whole ~s of.social f~ 

• ~lti£!!..gi..x.e""'"tpjaw_llnd,.go_..v:ernment_the_Jl};!irit• that 
makes.them. workable. Connected with this, is a 
~icularly wiqe i~terpretation and a particularly 
impressive application of the maxims o' expe~ 
diency, h.ecau~e _a wi~e conception-of the vltriou: 
interacting elem~n~ of a society natura-n.y extends 
the considerations.which a bala~e o~xpediencies 

I o -

.will include. Hence, in time there ca~e &.jtrong 
and ··lofty ideal of, __ the tru" statesma~ breadth 
of ·"isi~ his tfexibility of te~ his hardly .... 
nfeasurab~e iaflue~ce. 1l!.£-S,C ~r:J.h~;ru:iPEP~ 
thoughts m the Discontents to which that-writing 
~'Wfs-its permanent,interest. - " Whatever ori~iaal • 

I
~~" says Burke, in o~eJl~~ lie sup­
po~~-either in force or regulation, the opera &ion 
of both is in truth.n\erel!: instrumenteJ. · !Tationo 
are governed. by the same me~ods, and on the 
~nfe principl;,b; ~lich an individu~rwithout 
autHority is m'tett ab~e- to" govern those WiiO"ilre 

..J&is equM.ls or superio1~; b_y a ~no!'~ge of theft 
, ~~~l~OJis_m:tn~gement of it .• ·~ 
~-!_fhe laws reach but a ve little. way:. Constitute ~ 

, ~ernment how Y.2JU>-.W.a!ill,jii:'filii@y~eater V 
part of ·it nmst_dgp~9n:the-'exe_rcise , of 

• 
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~ ,. 
powe111, which are "left.at-large, to .. the~rudence 
a Q. ~prightp.!JSS of. ministers-of. .. state; Evrm air 
the use and potency: of the laws 4\ieP.eads upon 

.--. :r=z?F3- -- - =---- • 
t'riem. Without them, your .,Co!Umonw.~alth is 

~nq·.better than a scheme up_on pgJJ.er.; and. ~t 2, 
;T~ living, ~Utive, e.fBctive--const~ution." . Thus early 
__ \:\ hrhls public ·career had Burke sei~d tijat great 

. . - . 
antithesis he so eloquently •laboure!i .in the 
long and e'er memorable e~isode of his . war 
again~· the· French Revolution: the-.- opposition. 
between a@ial· arrang~menis in politics, arid a 
living, ac"tivi,~ctive o~ani~atio~, f<Jmned ~y 

· what he ~Is elsewher~ fn the pre8ent. t~~;tt1fe­
• ~ati.1ral strength of the kingdom, and suitaole to 
. tlie• \em per and rrient~L habits _ of .. the_-people: 

When· he spol& of Ahe natural s. trengt~ ~f ~he 
kingdom, he gave no narrow or conventl;.nal 
account of ·it He inclu~ed ill the elements of • • 

that strength, besides ttte. gr~at p~¥Jrs and .· the • 
leading i,nded -gentlemen, ftJa opulent mer~h:ntR 
a~d manufacturers, anl tM substantial yeomain:Y. 
Contrasted witlt the trite versiOJ!S of gova.nmel\tl­
IQ fixed in Ki~g, Lor(Is, and Commcv1s, -this search 
for the r~al organs of power was going to the roo~ 
of. the matter in a spirit at once thoroughly scien; 
tific and "t~orotrghly practical- Burke had, by the 

• •· 

• 
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si'eCll].ati~ training to which he: had submitted 
himself in dealing with Bolingbroke, :p;.epared•~~s ~ 
p1md-for &·co~lete grasp of the: idea of th~:~ body 
politic as a complex growth, a-;manifOld ... whole, 
;rn;.·closely interdependent· reliltions. among its 
~-' ... 

,~several parts and divisions. ;It was th.l;l4con· 
.• ., . ·--- .. 

ception trom • which his"' cop.peryll.l~!3-~---splang; ; -' 
-Revolutiollfl,ry poli8ics, on the other liand, have 
one of their sourcoo in the idea Ulat !ocieties are 
~apable of infinite ·and immediate mod.ificaJ;ions, 

witli~ut re~erence ·to the f-!,.~P~~nditions . ~ 
_t~!~~.e.O. themselyes.)n~···-~--~art of 
tht social strut:ture. • • ! · • : • 

-<7 ===· ' ~,- The .. same ·opposition .. of;the. positive .to the 
~'- - . ' "qoctrinaire spirit, is. to. be observed .. in -the.rema,:r].{~ 

, iilil,vip~ica~iq~J;;o-!J;~t;y;,.,t~~~ fills~he.Jast dozen 

! 
page! of the. p~nhle:,.,,an~·-IS:-;?ne ,,of ,the, mbst f­
~ura.geo~s,of al-L:Bil'Cke .. s :~e~:v:er~ce~. .Pa:r,ty c?m~ 

I bm~twn.Is ex110tly ope o:flhose contnvance:-whiCh, -
as. 1t m1ght seem, ·a.-"'Ise ·_•man · would~-:~cept for 
wo~·l&g .purpd!l~," .. but. atml"t which.che .would take 

• • • 
"'ire to iRY as littl~ as possible. · T~ere appears to 

be something r~volting ·to the fntellectual integrit' 
a.I]-d self-respect of the individual in th_e systematic · 
sqrrender of his personal action, interest, and power, 

' · to a political connectio~ in which• his own j:Udg~ 
ment mayenever once be· allowed to C\fllnt for any-• : 
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th~ng. It-is like the .su!render of tm .Iig~·~'"~t 
private judgment to the autharity of .the Ohurch, . . ,. 
but with its nakedness not concealed by a mystic 
doctrine. •Nothing is more· easy. to demolish .by• 
the bare logical reason. But Burke-was'the·sworn 

." enemy. of the-·rationalist""of-~politics,, ... .:Jfe--car~ 
0
nGtlfing about the bare logi~al-reas~n;~u~tiLit._had 
been clot~ed';in-coiiv'enience::'«l.nd~·cus~om,jn. the 
affections oft on~ side, and experience on the other. 

/(_Not ~ont~nt with insisting tliat for some specia~ 
7\Rurpose ~t~ hour, ~, :w.b!;lJ!~~a,<!;.or.IJ!~P.~~~J!f.~~e, 

Q:\ ~ner.go.od;~s~g~a.te../9lu~~~~~~Ae.~~~~1~J~r. 
V the_.VJ.erits.""oL .. ,fid~l!tyi;;:.~.;,party~~ml;np.~~~o~:.:..~n 

itself, Although-Burkvyrp_te:the~eJltl'oPg"p_ages as 
• a<rt!ply.,.to'"Bolingbroke;;:;.who.,_hag"g~..Q.~l.l~.d-::party 

as .IJ.ll, .exil, .. ,t}!~,!~:rm~~~-.3,_('!,t~-~J)_~tg~J,leral ap~ogy 
ever. offered for .. that- principle"'oLpublic .. a~tion, 
against mq,re philosophic att.lcks than Boling­
broke's. Burke f<lmitteti that wheu_he saw a man. 
acting a. desultory and disceWlected part in pliblic 
life with detriment to his-fortune: be was reafl/ to . . . . . 

believe such a ;nan to be in earnest, though ~ot rea~ 
io believe him to be 1-ight. In any case he lamented 

• 
to see rare and valuable qualities squandered away 
without any public utility. He admitted, more­
over, OD the o\her hand, that people frequentiy • 
acquired in•party confederacies a narrow, bigoted, 

• 
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a~prosc.ptive spirit. ":But where duty re;ders 
a critiaal situation a necc~sary one, it is our l!usi-

• I • e 
neliS to keJl.P frQe from the' evils attendal'lt upon it, 
·and not to fly froni the sit~ation itself. It is surely 
no very rational account ~f a man that he has al~ 

· -:tys acted right, but has taken special care. to act • 
in such a mant1er that his endeavours could" riot~ 
possibly b~ productive of any CO!lseqJence. • . 
When men are no~ acquainted 'iith !ach other's 

I . 
principles, nor experienced in each othe$ t~ents, 
~?r at.a~ pract~ed in their.mutual ha,des and 
disPfJs~ by Jd'int efforts of b~; no pet­
soPJ.!.l'confiden~, no frieniSfP• no commoft ·interest 
subsisting•among them, it is evidently impossible· 
tltat th.ey can act a public part with uniformi~y. 
perseverance, or efficacy.", • • 

I~ terms of eloquent ! eul~gy he praised ~e 
sacred reverence with which the RomQ.ns used to 

. . 
• regard the necpsitudo 'sorlti,s, or lt.e relations that 

• gre'\1 up between m~If who had only hefa office 
tog'ether by 'tl!te• tasual•fortune of the ~t. He 
~ted ~ut to emulation the ~g-.j~to -whgJJ.eld 
so close together in the reign of-Anne----Sunderland• 

• Godolphin, Somers; ·and···Marlboro:ugh=;-who be-
lieved " that no men could act with effect who did 

• n;t act ii1 concert; that rio men coflld act- in con· 

• 

• 
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cert •y;ho did not act with confidence ; ~d t~(.(l 
men could act with confidence who were iwt.. bound 
tog~ther ~y common opinions, coamo~~ffecti~ns, 
and comrrlbn .interests." . In reading these. ene~geti~· 
passages, we have to remember two things :·first, 
that the writer assumes the direct object of part'y 

· • com~i~ation to be generots, . great, and liberal . .· . 
cam;;es ; afld second, that ·when the tim~ came, and 
when he bslieve.P that his friepdswere espgnsing 
4, wrong ~nd pernicious. cause, ·nurke, .like -Samson 
" . . ..... 
~ursting asunder the s!lven green .withes, sundered ' 
"tpe frie~of a life, .. and .delibe_r~;J1toke 
his part/in·-pieces.1 • • · · •• . . . ·• 'Vheu . Burke came to d.tscuss the."~ul'e,for.,the 

• d4l~!'!l~-~9L.J,7,'W,)lejnsisted on contenting him­
self with what. he ougltt to have known to bJ ob~ 
viausly inadequate prescriptions. And we ~nnot 
help feelin~ that he nev~r spe».ks of the constitu­
tion of the govenment.. of't~is covntry, witliout.· 
gliding"into a fallacy identicjl"with that whi<!h he 
himseifdescribed and demmnced, ft.sothinking hotter 

~~~fthe wisdom ancfpower ofhuman.legislaW.on th~ 
·J .. Jn truth it deserved~ He was_unifopnly .. consistent -
I ,· h' . f th d' h' h th . . m lit J'leW -cO. ,.. · e ;.reme -1es o::W · 1c ., · e -vanous 

sections· of Opposition:proposed~-..against':' the exist· 
' . . ' . 

1 See ~ the slme subject, Correspondence, ii i!76, 277 . 

' • 
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~l b' . t d. 'l't f th T ·~ , . U 

0 

Ill£ ue. asEfnen -an ·serVhl y~·e ,,. e~-.c.uwer--n.ouse. 

The'.t>.uke -ot:·Hichrt10ild wanted universal:.suf.. 
fr~~. equ:!· ele~toral districts,.an~ anm1al; ~~Mia. 
inents. Wilkes proposed to disfra:nchise-the rotten 
b9rough_s, to increase the county constituencies, 
ati to give members to rich, p,opulous, trading 
town8--'-a gen~al pollby that w~s accepte~ j.fty- • 
six ye~rs e.'l.fterward". •· The:.-Donsti

1 
tJitioifcll,.Society .. 

desired freqi1ent parliaments, tl1e ~elusion of 
p,lacemeu from the House, and th~ incre~se o! the 

~~u __ nt.y re. p. res .. entatio~. B:q:rl\.E!,-.:.;!l~2if.Q~m~. _"''""t_~~sed ~~~;.:-. . h' t '--e I h 
w ogtve-- . ~-,C~Oll;ll .~P.{l:.ll,~.R:~,.a~J.!Y¥~!! _ ~. -~ §;;,il~lC as 

• th~;~~ich.;i.llvQl~ed1;;:a._:~~~rh:_~-:c;>~·gayj~;:,~l!!lge . in 
th~,_~q~_!it;!~u~!on. He confessed ;that he. h;d no 
~rt of reliance upon either a trie~nial parliame.~t • 
or a pl~ce-bill, and with t~ reas~n~bleness which 
as a rule was fully as remal!able iri him as \}is 

• ' I 

eloquence, .he ~how~d ve!'J good ~~ou!lds--·for his 
• want of fatth;n the popylar s~Jfics. In truth, 
triemtial or annual·:e._adiamertts could ha'\'e done 
noeg4tod, unl~sa ~ clia~e had be~n acco!hpanied 
by the more important process~~ amputating;,as 

·~atha~ called· it, the rotten-\oroh!ths. Of these . I~ • 
the Crown coufd at that time reckon some seventy 

, I . 

as. its own · property. · Besi~eg 1hose belonging 
• to the Grown, there was alsor•the iVImense 

• • 
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nu~ber belonging to the -Peerage. · . ij' the ~ 
sought to strengthen an administration, the· thing 
neldful was not to enlist the ~rvi~~s of Q.ble · 
and distil'lgnished men, but to conciliate a duke: ~· 
who brought. with him the control of a given 
quantity of voting power in the Lower Hod.,. 

0 Al!!.~W_§~P~~rici!!.,n-&iJlf!~~.:~E!?~ may b~ found .;: 
~~-the· bottom of most ofthe in.trigues ()!~he period, 

. would notohav~-been touche1 by ,curtailing. the· 
duration of parliaments. • ·· · 

• • 
<:'1;.. What'::then. was .th! remedy, ~r,had-:Bur~e no. 
/'-!emedy~~or. th~e ~gra,v:e~-ttis_fie_IIJ.Ptrs .of far­

Iiament ?- Only. .. the .. renisdy .. of.the.LnterpQmti~ _of 
• 0, 

the~body ... of.,the_,peo_ple:-:ltf;!'llf•. We mus~ ·beware. of 
• interPreting this phrase in the modern de~Qcratrc 

' ~ense. In~17~6-he haa deliberately·declar~d that 
hQ. thought it woul~be more conformable to the 
spirit of ~he constitution, ~ by""·lessening the 
number,--to-add~tro-~the ;eightA and~. independency • 

• of ~our-.,~oters.~' " Conside»ing• the immense• and . . 

dangerdtts charge of dleotions, \he.prostitu~ !hid 
!taring ~enality, the corruption of manners, the 

• . . • e=-
Jdleness and profhgo.cy of the lower sort of voters, 
UQ_prndent man WOUld propose -tO increase. such 
an,,eyil.'' 1 In another place he denies that the 

. . 
1 O'bservdf;ions :on.the State of the Natio~.Wol'k~ i. l05l b. 1 

• 0 
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' people ha_.e either enough pf speculation in the 
: cioset: ·or of experience in business, to be compe-

. ' . . 
• te~t judgQS, no~Of the detail Of particular measurea 
:only, but of general sclwrnes o/,policy.1 ~n Burke's 
theory, the people, as a rule, were .no more con-

. · ~ned to interfere with Parliament than ~ man 
' . ' . 

~ is concerned t<1 interfere withl somebod;r. wholn he 
bas volunia.rily and• deliberat~ly made his trustee. 

• But here, he coRfessed, was ~ sh!meful and 
J • ~ ~ • 

· ~,uinous breach of trust. T~e ordinary ruJ.e of 
govei<hment was ~being every day ~evously 
con~m~Q and daringly set aside. -ailtil the,con-• . . 
fid~nce thus ou4raged sho1!ltJ be once more,res~red, 

• tpen the people ought . to. be_ {lXCite!l, ~;a, more • 
strict and detailed attention. to the conduct -of 

• their.· representatives. The ~etings of counties 
and ~orporations ought to settle standards :tbr 
judging more systematic~lly of the behaviour of 
·tho~e whom they hu.d se!t to farliament. Fre-

• I• . • . • • 

quent and correct li~ of. the voters. in .1111 im-
• • .• • • h11 • b d portant questlvns oug · 11 to e • procure . The. 

o~~&.verest cliscouragement ought to be.given to the 
pernicious practice of affording a blind and un-• 
distinguishing support to every administration. 
"J!arliamentary support comes and goes with 

• • • 
1 Speech on Duration of Pa1·liaments. • 

• G • 
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office, totally regardless of the man or the xperit.'J ·­
For. instal!ce, Wilkes's annual motion to etpunge 
the v6tes upon the Middlesex el~tion•had been . . . 
unifopnly rejected, as often. as it was· made while 
Lord North was in power. Lord North had _J.O 
soone• given way to the• Rockingham· Cabinet 

0 • . 

than· the ._House of Commons ch~ged. its mmd, 
and the resolutions were expubged by a handsome · 
majority of 115> to 47. Ad.n:fuistration was o~­
nipoient fu the House, because it could be a man'~ 
most e~t friend .at an election, · and ·~ould 

I - • ~ • • most a~ply rewar~ his fidelity a~rwards . 
.Aiga:i.nst· this system_13lfrke calle<P on •the~~:tion 

• tO~-set a stern .face. .. Root-~it::up;-::4~-~ept,crying_; .;. 
s~tle the general c~urse in which you. desire':.~. 

members to ~o; i~ist that they shall· not suffer 
a·· tWemselves to be diverted from . this by the au­
]% tb,ority of the governm~t of-the day; let.,lis~ of 
·· ~ vot:es be publiSli~d,so-that.~pu,-m!!f:;ascertain for . 

,~y_ourse~~s whether y~ur t~~~ve ,been lai~h- !'., 

2fu1 or fraudulent ; do a:ti this,· ~u~ ·there-will be . 
:;:::,...;.;....;.;..;.;.;.;;.~..;....·- . __ , ,. 

fn:o need. to- riJSOrt to those organic ··cha~es; th~~.: 
•empirical..=innovatiens ;:.that· may ~-po~sibiy.· ··cure, ••. 
but'are much" more·likely<to.·destroy ... 

Jt is. not_surprising -that ~so halting .... a policy'_ 
should" have • given· deep ·displeasure· to.,many, • 

• • 
• 
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• , p~rhaps to ·most, of those whose only cmhmon 
. hond :was the loose and negative se-u.timcn~ ~f 
. .rm6ipathy•to the eourt, the ministry, a~d the too · 
servije majority of the House of Commons. The 
~stitutional. Society was-furious .•. Lord,Qhatham · 
wrote to Lord Rocking~am, that ·the work~in~.hich • 
these docV'ines• first appeared must do'iJ.uch mis­
cl!ief to tM common cause. But·£mke'sc::V;iew of 

. . 
j;b.e constitution vVas· a part ~of.,!his·-·helief. with .. ~ 

·~/whicJl--·he --never pa:lteredi'and :on,·whiclhhe~sur-
/":ren<te~ed his· jud~ent,to 'Ito--man. . ~!.q#'""consti~ 
: . 't:\t.. ". h' . . " ta d - ... . . 

u~n,,~.,_lS:OPJ.JlWih =~ ~.!l......§EQ..IU-...,..m_~~JMP.Q.ISe, 

w.i~~:..:-·.st(le~-:Prl!cip_i~.~~!l:!l~!de~p6',Y!:li~~J!-R~l! .. !.Lll 
sj~;:;.4~~"::?,"In.,removing it from·.a, . .,dangerous •. 

· • leaning towards one . side, ~ere~mltJ""l;>e,~!lA'isk, .. :of 

ov~s~c,@!g.,i,~ .,op..J.~~~h-~J·~:~,:,.~ Tms;..;image;:~w,:ts 
eyJJr'"before Jlif!;~!Jli~ .. ...,.J~occurs again in the last 
sentence of the ~eat ~test a~inst ·au change 
·and p1ovement, whet1 ~e Jescribes himseltas ·one 
who, when the eauiTIIIiise oj the vessel ~which 

• • • •" r .... • . 
·.he sails may be endangered by O'\ilrloading it upon• 
~>Je side~is desirous of carryii!g the-small weight 

--of his reasons •to that which may preserve its• 
equipoise:,2 When we think of the odious· mis-

/1, Pre:sffiit<>Discoutents. • .. 
S &jlectiMs 07t the Fnmc~ Revolution. • • • 

• 
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~'{"government in England which· . the · cgnstiJ;utitfn. 

}:",permitted~ between- . .the,~-time.,.,when.,D~rke~ wrota ·· 

~.!ul t}l~ pussing .of .Lor<LSidmouth.,s ,$~A!l-~" fifty •. · 
ye~r§.)~,te~, , .~e,, may,.be,inclined""to",cJ.!J.§~.~sJ~Ch a. 

· constitution. among. th~,xnQst inJ~,qeqll,at~JI.lld:~- · 
.-chieJ'<1uS . .political .. arrangEVDents;;s.that'-_any~free . 

country l~·.ever""had"to-endure, -yet,~t,was this 
which Burke declared .~hat .he~ lQol<~g!:qpon .. with 

'.·. • -~--.< • 

@al~:v.erence. •" N ey_er ,w~UJ~c:m .. ~jM!!-P.j~.<l~l!l;·and · 
put"tt into the .kettle of any magician, in order to 
boil it "ttit~ the pud<ile of their compounds" into · 
.youth ayd "igour ; on the contrary; Or will, 4nve 
. awaf such pretenderso; -r will nul!e i~ vener:ble 

• age, and with lenient arts extend a parent's breath," 
• He was filled with.the spirit, and he borrowed 

the arguments, ~ch have always marked the 
oftampion of faith and authority ag~inst the 
impious · assaulto of reooon <fr innovation. · . Tche 

~constiQJ.tion.was-sacreJ·to·liilii·as lt!e~voice·:of~the 
~ . . . 
/ ''Qhurcb and 'the~oractes of4Iersaints:·are-·sacr~ to 

• • • • • •the . .faithfuL SW!dy it, -·he crieq,. untiLyou know 

ho.w to admire it\ and Jf. you .cannot .. know an~ 
0 admire, rather believe that you anc dull, than that 

the rest of the world has been imposed upon. 
We ought to ~mderstand it according t?. our mea­
sure aftd to venerate where we -are not able pres;.,e. 

• • 
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t' • ' 
elttLy .to comprehend. Well has, Bl!r~~...heen,ealled 
tlw.Bossuc_t Q[pgli~ic!!, • • 

:A.lthou~. _Mwever, Burke's ,un1linchJng"' rever~ 
ence. for the constitution,. and. his -reluctance., to 
~a finger upon it, may now see.m.'clearly exces~ 
s~ve, as it did to.Ghatpam and- his son, woo wert\• 
great mev in "\.he right, or to Beckford.and Saw~' 
bridge, l.vht~ were v~ry little men in the right, we 

· c~n only be just no. him by colll1>nri3g his ideas 
with those that were dominant throttghottt an 
evil'"reign. While he opposed more41frequent 

• • 
pa~~mftnts, he still,_upheld .. <J!4e .qo9tlli_t;!.l(.:t'b.~t "to 
govern a~rdfn.g- to ·the•-~nse,;-and-.agreeahly to 
~he interests, of -the-people.is,a.great-,and,glorious • 
object of-government." W~ile he declared hirr.&'l;llf 
against the addition of a hu~red ~nights of the 
shire., he· in the very same breath protested th\t, 
though the people might Qe deceived in their choice 
of an· object~ he ·~could' scarc:ty conceive any 

• • 
choice they could ma~, to be so very mis~hievous 

.li • • . 
as t e existen~e of any human force capable o1 • 

e'rcsisting. it.'' 1 To us this may seem very mild 
and commonplltce doctrine, but it was not common• 
place in an age when An?lican divines..:.....men like 

81 7'o t~ Chairman of the Buclcinghimshire Meeting, 
• 1780. • 

• 
• 

• 
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ArchMshop Markham, Dr. Now ell or Dr. 'Porteqs] 

. . 
had. reviv~d the precepts of passive obetlience-
and non-r~sistance, and. when such-a mail as L!rd. 
Mansfield encouraged them. Ap_g_fu~_f!e.:;.;w~re the 

kin~·-of foundations -that. Burke. ~ad,;g~e~.lay~ 

•whlle • .Fox-was-yet-.a-Tory •. whileSher!dan .. was 
- . -. wr~tmg~fa~ces,. and,Grey .w~s .. ~_ucMol bo1. 

· It. is; however, ~-almo~L demonstra'Wy--"certain 
that.the vllrdica~ion of the· supre;macy of pqpl).lar 
inte.ests~ver all other considerations_would hav~ 

be~~ b~tlElss .toil, a~d th~tt,.J;h~:.tLCQJ~§tJtutional. 
. . . . 

s!mggle.:;froo;~.d~'UiJ)_""tQ.,(l:7:,S.~::;:i\Y.O~lqw~Jl.Y~"~rrded 
~Q~:&W:i.§{l_,.;;ib-.l!:!!rB:i.t..~<l~,!,.!>J!kfu!:~;~~J~i.!m:~~ of · 

• tbe ... M~\,,:-"'agaiQ.!?l=tl:t~.,.;~~l.ls~rg~!l:kQQlc;mj.~,~and._, 
/?' tf& final establishment- of. American . Indepeu"-

. "'a~nce. . I.t~~!l~"-'Hl~atRQ~.!~!;!tq,~~-~.J~~.!WtjoJ1~ .. that 

fiit!tll1-A;Ql!~~~;;:i~P .. ~.>iltiJ;>i~rl1J;'f~~~iY~i2~f7,._the 
l!Pl!~e,.Qf'f'02m~.9.!l~;o;9¥l3I~the.!peo.pl~i'·and~.put. an -.. - .. : .. 
ei1.4. t,o;. t.h.e .J:wpes .:.cent~tam~ .;,b1·ethe ,~sov.ere1gn 

·· oJ ... ~~ji.n,g .. !ti~-c:P~q.rsonal;~~ill---·supreme::-in~--.-the 
. . . ~· . • Ohambers. F&~~JUJght"""w.ell 11aU of an early 

Loyalist vict~ry in the war, as the terriille newl!. 

_ forpm Long Island. • The.,s.tmggie"'~lti~ll...;e!lgl!-!1-ull­
s!l~.~§f!!UY"~t~~h~~tl'R~d,,;i~.d~~i~dks~f;~'Y~"c_on­
tj_gJ!e.4~;::!1.t!r~Ql?.ton~!t;;;.~!¥§..8.£»!!~~tt~, . The · sc~t 

- • • .• •• .•. o .••••• -. • 

. had ch:mged, cbut "tlie''eoilflicting"':priirciple.!!:;:.w~~~ • 
• 
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._ .\b~. same~ The .war .. of,Ind~.P1li!g~IJ;~.!EW~~,;x1~~gy 
- _a"'_s~~:n.d'"~~llgJis}!"'girit ..... w.::tr. 1'Jl~,..,_-Qij!J.~9t the . . 

.Amer,icai.,!lau~~w9!!l.d,h~tv.&~~~~l!J.h~~~~l}!~Q.,._!Jf 
· • ~J!~_,.£0.1!~~!~':1FiQJ!~}_;:ffi!}SediJ..:.EngJ.~gii.~td:; patrl-

otic·, Englishman-- may revere~-- the --:niemory of 
,)!trick Henry. and <:eorge Wa~;hington--~oto.less 
justly. than t~ .. patriotic.American. ·Burke' I atti-• 
tude in t~s.great contest is that part of\is history 
about the majestic and noble .,isddln of which 
there can be least disput@. • • . ' 

• • • • 
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CHAPTER IV 
~ . . . 

TH~ ROCKINGHAM PARTY-PARIS~LECTION A'I 
•• • 

BRISTOL-THE AMERICAN WAR • 
• • 

l'HE~ar with the American colonies was preceded 
by an iijj;erval of stuuor. The violent fertilent' 
that had b~n stirred in the nation by the affttirs 
of WJ.lke~ and the Middlesex eleition, wa.S 'i'bl- · 
lowed, as Burke said, by' as remarkable :t deadness 
ami vapidity. In 1770 the distracted mini?try of 
the Duke of Grafton ·came to an end, and was .. -- . . 

s~ceeded by that of Lord North. ... The .. king_ had 
:tlast .triumphed. H~ had Sicured. an~adminis-
' . . .. ' 

tr_ation •of whic~~We Jundam~lltatprinciple was 
. that the•sovereign was.to M.,the virtual headtf it, 
:-11d. the*re~ldirector or'itsecouns~~. • Lord No\'tt's 
government laste<l for twelve years, and i~ career • . ' . 

is for ever associattd with one of the most mo-
• mentous chapters in the- histOry of the English 

nation arid of free institutions. • 
.Thro14gh~- th1s--long,. eventful . periQd; .. Bxu·.ke's • 

• 0 

• 
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l"~~~,!lfJ-~l!\_.y,g~~pf~~n.~~r,YJJ,tg.J_it.!b~~ilderness. 
Her h~d become important enough for t~e ministry 
to. think t5 wotlih .while to take pains to discredit . . 
him. They busily encouraged~the .. report ..• tba~.he 
~as 'Junius,_or a close.ally of.,.Ju~ius. This was 
on': of the minor vex¥ions of Burke's mid!ije life .• 
Even his. friet.ds continued to torme~t h~ for 
incessant disclaimers. Burke's lofty pride made 
. him slow to deal fl?Sitively with.what he scorned 
.as a .. malicious .. -arid-~unwol'.tlly~Jmp_utmtion.;. To 
sucita friend as .Jo!m~on]w did not•ae~e have 
seoo, disdain to volunteer a denial,.but Charles 
~. - . 

Townshend ~s forced ·~ write more ... thaa one 
'~ •• ~.,.:.;..... -·~ ...... ,.1 r'~·· • • ~ ~" 

j.mportunate letter before he could~ ext111-.;:t .fm~ • 
Burke. the-.definite' sentenc~c(Nov:ember,,g~;J 77i) : 
~" I.now give you my wor~tbonour that I 
am not 'the -author of :Junius, ~and._that I kn~w 
no~ the author -of -that. ~aper,,and.I..do authorise 
you-to-say.· . .so.:!.~.,]Nor ~as th~ the only kind 
of :nnoyance to wh~~ he was subjec~d. His 
rising fame ~n~l1ed thfl ;ando~u of the• friendj 

• of his ~outh. They admonished .him that he 
did not bear iJlstruction ; that he showed snell 
arrogance as in a· man of his condition was 
intolerable ; that he snapped furiously at his 

• parliam~~tary foes, like a wolf who haw broken 
• • 
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into the fold ; that his· speeches were 4seless. dJ 
cla~ations.; and that he disgraced the H~€se by 
the scurrilities of the bear-garqen! ~se sh~rp 
chastenings of :friendship Burk~ .endured with the · 

·perfect self~coilimand, not of the cold and indiffel"-
, . 

ent e~tist, but· of. one wh~ had trained himself . . ' 
not to exJ>ect too much from men. • He .Possessed 
th~ true· ~olace for ·all private chagrlils in the 
activity and' the fervour of his public interests.. . 

Ia 17~2 the affairs of the East India· Comp~ny_ 
. and -its ~lations with tJle Government had flillen 

·. . . . 
into disorde:;. . The Opposition, though power1ess 
in t~ H~us~ of .Parijafni:mt, We!'$ often abl~to 

• • thwart the views of the ministry in the imperial . : . 
board-room in Leadenhall Street. The· D!lke of 

' . 
Richmond w~ealous and as active in his _. 
opposition to· Lord North in the business o( the;:/ 
East Indies, as he was in tlte business of the . . 
country at W estt1instet A ,propo~l was made 
to Burk~ to: go out to I~ia a.t the h~ of a 
~omlil.is~io'n of. three Sl;peflvisors," ~i~h authority• to ~7 . ' . 
examine the ~~ncerus ofevery·departtnent,and full • 
powers of control: ~ver· the comp~ny's servants. 
Though ·this' offer was pressed by the ·directors, 
Burke, after anxious consideration, declined .it. 
What hii reas~ns were, there is no evidence ; we • 

... • 
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~n. only \ness that he thottght less of his p~onal 
inten~ts than of those of the country and of his · 

• • pa:rty. 'Withoat him the Rockingham 'COnnection 
. would undoubt~dly have fallen to ruin, and with 
~t tile most upright, consistent, and disinterested 
bouy of men then in ~ublic life. " You srq," the 
Duke of Ricbmond wrote to him (Novemb~r 15,• 
1772), "t\e party is an object oftoo inu~h import­
ance to go to pieces. Indeed, J3urb, you have 
. more merit than a;y man in keeping us.togejJ:ter.'' 
It ~s the character of th" party, almost-as much 
as their principle~, that . secured Bu$e's zeal and 
at~chment ; flheir deco~il• theit const:ncy, their 
aversion •to all cabals for private objects, theit 
• • 
indiff~rence to office, except as an instrument of - . . 

_ power and a. means of carryi~ o~ the policy of· 
·: theit, convictions. They might easil~ have ltad 

o~ce if they would hav; come in upon the king's 
terms. A Jear a(ter hts · fall ,.rom power Lord 
Rockingham was suWm-oned to the rolal closet, 

• • • • ~;~.nd pressed ttl :Mmme l!is post. But office at an1 
• price WJlS not in their thoughtS: They knew the 

• 
penalties of their syste!Jl, afld . they clung to .it 
undeterred. Their patriotism was deliberate and 
®nsidered. Chalcedon was called the city of the 

• blind, because its founders wilfulfy ne~cted the 
• , 
• 
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mor: glorious site of B;zantium which 4ay undJ ·. 
their eyes. "We have built our Chalcedonf' said . . . 
Burke, " With the chosen part of tl!e uni.verse full . . . 
in our prospect." They had the faults to which 
an aristocratic party in opposition is natumll~ 
liable. • Burke t1sed to repr~ach them with beTng '" . . . -~ 

somewhat
0 

languid, scrupulous, and• uns:stematic. 
He could not niake the Duke of Richmoo.d put off 
a large party at. Goodwood foc the sa.ke of a~ 
impQl'tanj,division in the Hou~e of Lords; and he. 
did not .&lways agree 'lith Lord John Cavet1dish 

' • t ' • 

as to what QOnstitutes a decent and reasonable 
quanijty ~f fox-hunting for a political'lead~r~ . . 
a crisis. But it was part of the steadfastness of • • 
his• whole life .to do his best with such materials 

• 
as he could fi~e did not lose patience nor 
ilhft.te his effort, because his friends would miss the 
opportunity of a great poJitical•stroke rather t~an 
they would miss~ewmt..rket _Races• He wrote 

• • • • theu protests Jor the Hou!W of Lords, composed 
' JlCtition: for c~un:r meet~gs, drat~ resolut{o~s, 
and .plied the1n with information, ideas, admoni- • 
thons, and exhortatit>ns. Never beJore . nor since 
has our country seen so extraordinary a union of 
the clever and indefatigable party-manager, wit.h 
the refleoijve a~d philosophic habits of the specu-

' 0 
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_ ~tlve pu\licist. It is much easier to make.;ither 
absol~tism or democracy attractive . than aristo-

• . 
. Cf!l.CY ; yit we -see how consistent with his deep 
moral conservatism was Burke's attach~ent to an 
Aristocratic party, when we read his exhortation • to -the Duke of Ri~hmond to rememb&J' that 

·persons in his high station in ... life ought to"havt . . . . . 
longviewio "You people," he writes to the duke 
(November 1 '7, l'772); "of g~t families and 
.hereditary trusts. alid fortunes are not like such as 
. i -airr, who, whatever we :rpay be by the.rapidity 

' . . 
of ~our growth, and even by the fitlit we bear, 
an~ flatter ou.aelves thttt,.while we cre:p q,n the 

• _ground, we belly into melons that are exquisite • 
for si~e and flavour, yet still we are but annual 

- . 
plants that perish w.ith our ~ and leave no 
sort of traces behind us. You,_if_"Y_EU-o!l.r~_w:Aat 
you (lught to be, ~re in my eye_ the .. great _oaks 

. - . 
that shade a&Quntr,y, an<t perpe~ate_your.benefits 
from generation .to, ieneration. The ~mediate 
p~wer of a 'P>uktl of lticlimond, or a M:rquis of . - . 
Rockingham, is not so much of ~oment ; but _if 

their conduct i'nd example ha'1ld down their pru.­
ciples to their successors, then their houses become 
tbc public repositories and office of record for the 

• constitution. • • • I do not look "t!pon ~ur time . , 
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or liv~s as lost, if in this sliding awaf from. ti!e -
genuine spirit of the country, c~rtahi pa/ties, if . . . . 

possible~if not, the heads- of cel'tain ~&amili~- . 
• should make it their business by the whole course 

of their lives, principally by their exa~ple, ~:-
0 mould. into the very vital stynina of their descend_-_ . 

ants !hose principles which _ought totbe transmitted 
·. . . . . 

pure and unmixed to posterity." • . 
Perhaps ·such. a passage as. this ought to. be 

desoribed•less as reflection th~n as imagination-:. 
moral, histo~ic, conservfitive ima~nation~in firhicht 
order, socialeontinuity, and the endless projection · 

. . . - . of p~t into present~ a'Q61. tf present into !U:ture, ate 
• . clothed with the sanctity of an inner shrine. W~ 

. may think that a fox~hunting duke and a .racing 
' . . 

marquis were•~poor centres round which to· 
gPOup these high emotions. • But Burk~ had no 
puny sentimentalism, an~ none ~f the mer~ litex:ary 
or romantic conftervati~ of •men like Chateau.,· 
briand .. • He lived in the· riltl world, and not~ a . . . . .. 
false dream of some pas\ worm• that had ·never . . .· 

been. He sal' that . the sporting squires of his . 
party were as much \he representatiyes of. ancestral 
force and qu~lity as in older days were long lines 
of Claudii and Valerii. His conservative doctrine 
was a ~foun~ instinct, in part political, but iD • 

' . 
• 
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g~ea~r plrt moral. . The accidental roughn~ss of 
the syA.bol did not touch him, for. the liymbol was 
gl~rified by th~ sincerity of his. fait}; and •the 
oompass of his imagination. • · 

.~. ' With these ideas strong within him:; <in,.l773 
.'13u£ke made a journe~ .. to.F111nce. H was· ~lmost. 
·as though the 4!olemn . hierophant of some m~stic •. 
Egyptian ~mple should have found nin!self amid 
tlie brilliant chattel of a band oj reckless, keen­
tongued disputants ·of the garden or thE>. porcp at 

;?-AtheBs. His ·onl~ son. had just-finishe1"a:~':ccess­
. ~ ful ~hool-course ·-ate Westmirrster;~·ava·.;:was :. now 

enferod·a·stud~t at~OhriBt.Ohurch. Hlwas still . . 
too young•for the university, and Burke thought 
ihat a. year could not bE? more profitably spent • 
than in forming his tongue to for~n languages. 

·~·· 
The boy was placed at Auxerre, m the house of tae 
business agent of tQ.e Bishop ofAuxerre. From the 
Bishop he re~ived .ma.ny•kindn~ses, to be amply 
replid in after years "~hen the Bishop •came in - . his &ld age, au e~le and-a oeggar, to England. 

'While in Pari~, Burke did .. alf.thaLhe,.Qould ~ 
. . 

instruct himself as to .what wa~.going.on in .Fr.en~\ 
society. If h~ had not the dazzling reception . 
thEtt had greeted Hume in 1764, at least he had 

• ample o:If;ortunities of acquaintin~ h,elf with 

• 
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the P.revailing ideas of the time in mort'! tha~ onu 
of the social camps into which Paris wlls then 
div!ded. !Madame du Deffand- toolls- t!\e Duchess 
of Choiselii that though he speaks French extrem~ly 
ill, everybody felt that he would be infhiite~ 

• agreellble if, he could morr easily make hiiilseff'. 
undlrstood. He followed Frencll well enough 
as a liste~er; and went every day to tbJ c·ourts to 
hear the barri~ters and watch the procedure. 
M8Pame. du Deffand showe.a .him all possible .... 
attenti~, and her fri~nds eagerly .seconde~: he~. _ 
She invited.him to supper parties, where he -:met 
the Qount de Broglie; tlteeagent of ijle king's se~ret 
diplomacy; Caraccioli, successor of nim~le-witted . . . . 
G:tbam, the secretary from Naples; and other 
notabilities o' the high world. He supped with 

. c::::::> 
. tae Duchess of Luxembourg, and heard ll. reading 

of La Harpe's Barmecide&. It~as high tre~son in 
this circle to f~quent•the rival salon of Mlide-

. . . . 
moisell/ Lespinasse; but l!ither the ·law wa! re-

• laxed i'h the case of forei~ners; tJ't ~e Burke•kcpt 
0

his own counsel• Here were for the moment the . 
• 

dt~dquarters of the party of innovation, and 1tere 
he"s~w -some.,.of"'the-men""'who_w..ex;_jm,~}y_forging 
the,thund~J;.QQ1~~ .•.. ,.His eye was on the alert, ngw 
as alwa~for•anything that might lig:t up the • 
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sovereign' problems of human governmen~ A 
book by a me_mber of this circle had app.eared.,six 
mo;nths Wore, •which was still the talk of the 
town, and against which the Government had 
~ken the usual impotent measures of repression. 
, This was the Treatise ~n Tactics, by a cert~ M. • 
de Guiber~ a celonel of the Corsican l.eg~n. The 
important part of the work was. the introduction, 
in which the writer. examined witk what was then 

. . ' . 
. tJ10ught extraordinary hardihood, the so-cial ltnd 
polit:l~I causes of. the declii:te of the wilit1hry art 
in 1!1ance. Burke read it with keen int¥rest and . . 
energetic a,ppr<Aral He "«ra. present at t!1e read-
i~g of a tragedy by the sa~e author, and gave • 
some offence to the rival.coterie by preferring 
Guibert's tragedy to La Harpe'~ us, however, 
of a later· day, Guibert is known neither for hi! 

I . 

tragedy nor his essay on :t~ctics, nor for a memory 
so r~pid that .he co~.ld i open a ~ook, th~w one. 
glance like a flash of l~htning on to a pa~, and 
then rnstantly 1-epeat f~o!n it haV a dozen lines • 
word for word He lives in literatU&e as the in-

' . spirer of that ardent :passion of Mademoiselle • 
Lespinasse's letters, so ~nique in their consuming 
intensity that, as has be'en said, they seem to burn . . . 
"the page on which they are written .. It~ per-

• ' .n 
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h~p: at Mademoiselle Lespinasse's that Lrke .. me~ 
Di~rot. The eleven volumes of the illu~irative. . . . . 
plates of ~e Encyclopaulia had betln given to ~he 
public twelve months before, and its editoi: wafl just 
released from the giant'~ toil of twenty year~ .. 

·· .... 
t Volt1irre was in im:eerial.exi~ at Ferney. Rori,sseau · · 

was copJing music in a garret in--the street that . . . 
is now called after his name; but he had long ago 
cut -him~elf off !rom society;, and Burke war;·~n'ot 
likely t<f take much .trouble to ·find ·out a :riia~ 

~hom -he ·Jlad know~ in En~land s~veri'~years 
before, and• against whom he had conceived a·. 
stro•g a~d lasting allti~athy, as ~ntertain~g no ' 

' . 
principle either to influence his heart or to guiq_e 
his ~nderstanding save a deranged and eccentric . .. 
vanity. ~ · 
• It was the fashion for English visitors to go to 
Y:,~r.s.aille~. They saw th.r dauphin and his brothers 
dine in. ptl.blic, tefore \ crowd Of erinces of' the. 
blood; nobles, abbes, an<( all· the miscella;;_eous • • • • • • • throng of a collrt~ They attenMd mass in the 
chapel, where the old king, sm:r.ounded by bishops, 

~~at in a pew just :bove that of Madame .du Barri. 
The royal mistress a.c;tonished foreigners byhair 
without powder and cheeks without rouge, .the:..~. . . -
simple~ilettes, and the most unassuming man-~ 

. . 
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nerSt Vice itself, in Burke's fa1~ous words, s~med 
• I 

to lose' half its evil by losing all its ~ossuess . 
.And ther~otoo, t3urke had the!, vision ,to~ow.hich we 
Y~we one of the most gorgeous iP~gesj!l_J?\lr litera­
~re--:,..1\.farie .Antoinette, the i young:.~i~~phiness, 
"de;orating and cheedng tlH~ elevated .. sphet-l she • 

I 

·. justbegan.to nfove in,. glittering like th~orning. 
. ' 

·star,. full. M life. and • splenQ.our,,_aiJd.Joy." The 
shadow was rapidly .stealing! on, • The year" after 

· Burke's visit, the scene undetwent a strange t.rans- · · 
· for~~tion. ' The .king diElfl ; · the mif!tre~s was 
. · ban1;4ed in luxurious exile/; and the• daetphiness 

became th~ ill-!tarred Q~e~ of France.. Bflrke 
never forgot the. emotions of the scene; they 
awoke in his imagination si~teen years after, when 
a11 was changed, and the awf~trast shook 
him with ·a passion that his eloquence has made 

immprtal • •. • 
M;dame dl! Deffoo.d. wrote to Horace Walpole 

that Burke had been .a w~ll received, t~t he 
• • • • 

ought to leave Prance excellently f!leased with the • 
country. But it was not so. Jj.is s~rit was' per­
turbed by what . he ·had listened to. He (}arne! 
away with small esteem for that busy fermenta­
tion o~ int~llect in which his Frenc\friends most 

•exulted, and for which they looked forw~ to the .... 

• 
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,;.-,lrat.itude and admiration of posterity. p Fr,~:m the 

{~pot. on .. "=hich-~he ... stood."there.cil3S!WiL.t:w.o ... ,i:Q.~ghty-. 
st~eams. ,• Jt .... :was- .from. the)delil!l :oL~~~"'·~~J.risian 
Ereethi nkers, whom .Burke .. s() .. det~!lt~g. ,.t!}~t .. J e(--~: 
ferson, .• Franklin•; ,-and·~~Henr.y.,dr.e:w""'the.,,.,theori€lj. 1 : 

. . .. . 
• of. h(man society that··we!e.,so,,soQrLJQ.Jind life 

in Ameoicau ,Independence. rt•. wa~ from the ... 
same ideas that later- on the_ revQl\lJ~.g_nary t~de 
surged forth, in•VI;hich Burke "Saw no elements ~f . . 
a blessed fertility, buLonly ;:~. ,}lgrrid,.torrent of 
desQlitti:pg• ]av~. In-•1773 th~re-was~a-cf~te of 
strange ·.repose:. in.· Western."'-Europe ;.--.the,~ i.ittle 

. . 
brelk: _ofstUJpe,s~. ~ll!le.precedes .. ;th~~hu,ricane. It 
was indeed the eve of a momentous epoch. Befo1·e 
sixteen years were o..-er, the American Republic 
had risen li~ew constellation into the firma-. -
ment, and the French monarchy, of such antiquity 
and fame and •high rre-emrnence in Euro,Pean 
history, had been shatt~re~ to ~e dust. • We 
may .,_ot agree with. Bmwe's anpreciatiim of the 

. . . ' . . 
• forces that we:Me. behind these _vast convulsions. 

0 
But at leas! he ~aw, and saw with eyes of pas­
sionate alarm, that strong speculative forces were 

• at work, which must violently prove the very_ 
bases of the il'eat social superstructure, an~ might 
not im~bal;ly break them up for ever. • 

0 
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. 4J.mol immediately -after·-his---·retumh;,from 
France, he . sounded--a shrill-.-note.-d'!f, ::warning. 

~·-· . . 
So~e Me,t]'10di~s from .Chatham had t>etitioned 

_. Parliament against a bill for the relief of !>issenters 
r'from' subscription to the Articles. Burke de-., . . . 
nou~ced the intolera~e of the petitioners .• It is ' . not the Disseaters, he cried, whom you have to 
fear, but ~e men who, •inot contenfed"with en­
di:mvouring to tur:q your eyes frop1 the blaze and 
~ffulgence of light, lJy which life and irnmort/lJity 
is so· gloriously demonstrated by the J}ospel, . 

• • • 
woUld even extinguish that faint gijmmering of 
Nalure, that renly comf8I't. supplied to• ign!>rant 
~an befo~e this great illumination. . . . These • 
are th~ people against whom you ought to aim 

• the shaft of the law ; these are ~en to whom, 
arrayed in all the terrors of government, I woulLI 

/j{ay, ' You shall not degrade us into brutes.' . . . · .. . . 
f~!he .most -h~rrid ~nd·.ctueL,blbw.:that .. : can be 

offeted· to· civil· societl-'i1F through~·athetsm .•.. 
The "infidels ere•t>utlaw! of•th'e'constitut~n; not 
of this country;-but of the olmma~-mce. They are• 
never, never to be supported,•neve; to be tole:te 
ated. Under the systematic attacks of these 
p~ople, I see some of the props of good govern-

• ment· already begin to fail ; I ~e propagated 
i' 

• 
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princiPles which will not leave to rehgion ev~n a 
toleration. I see myself sinking every day under . . . . 

the attaclts of these wretched peeple.':! To. t~is . . 
pitch had he been excited by the vehement band 
of men, who had inscribed on their stan'dard; 

0 
Ecmie,; l'Infdme. • • 

• 
0 • • 

The second ParliamentJn .. :whicl).~~lX.k~~l!ll:Q. a 
seJJ,_t was dissolnd sudde_nly and withotJt JYarni~g 

. (Ootober•T774). The attitu"de of America wa<j~ 
threatooin~ and it 'iRS belie~ed. th·e mil1!sters 
were anxiovs to have the elections over before 
. . . . . 
the J~tate of things ~eeame wor8e. The whole 

. . 
• kingdom was instantly in a ferment. Courierfi, 

chaises, post-horses, hurried in every di.rection . . 
over .our islaQB.,,j~pd it was noted, as a measure 
«~. the agitation; that no fewer than si'xty. mes­
sengers passed through a single turnpike on.one . . 
day. Sensible &servers wer~ glad.t{) think that, 
in cons:quence of the raW,dity of the elect!ons, 
less 'lfine·. and money" w~uld be• ~asted th~n at • • 
. any election .for sixty years. past. . Burke had a · 
4touseful of comp~ny at Beaconsfield when the 
news arrived. Johnson was among them, and as 
the party was hastilybreaking up, the old.Torytook 

• • 
1 Sp~ on Relief of P1·otestant Dissenters, 1773 . 

• 
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his .Whig- friend kindly by the hand : "Fa~ewell, 
my dear sir," he said, "and remember that I wish 

. y~u all t~ suceess that ought to be wis:ked toyou, 
and can possibly be wished to you, by ·an honest 
~~an'" .._ . 

The words were if good, omen. Bur~~ was • 
now rewardedeby the discovery that his labours 
had earne~ for him recognition and gratltude be­
yond the narrow. limits of a .rather exclusive 
yarty. · He had before this attracted the. atte11.tion 
of the mercantile public. The Company.of 1\fer-. . . 
chants trading to Africa voted him .their thanks 
fo~ his share in suppor~ .their estab,ish1pents . 
• The Com~ittee of Trade at Manchester formally • 
retu~ed him their grateful acknowledgments for 

• the active part that he had ta~:!! . .W the business 
of the Jamaica free ports. But then Manches~ 
returned no repre~ntat1ve to Parliament. In two . . - .. 
Parliaments ~urke pad been ele~ed for Wendover 
fre~ of expense. :Urd Verneis circJmstances • wer~ now so ~nflhrrassed, 'that he was o~ed to 
part with the four seats at lii: disposal to me; 

• 
who could pay for them. There had been -some 
talk of proposing Burke for. Westminster, and 
Wilkes, who was then omnipotent, promised 

• him the· support of the popular ~arty. But the . .., 
• 
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patriofs memory was treacherous, and h~ spee9-ily 
forgot, for reasons of his own, an idea that had 
orig!nated: with himself. Burke!PJ~con~tancy, of 
spirit .. Fas~moment~rily~ov.erclouded .. __ ~- S.ometi~es 
-when. I am .alone,~'.he .. wrote to .Lqrd.EQ¢kir!gham~ 
(~epJ~PJ ber .15, .17.7 4:), :~.in fi!ite_pf. alLmy~efmrts, 

~ l fair into a. melancholy ,:which .,ise ine~pressible; 
and to w~ch', if I give way, I should nrJ continue 
long under it, but must totallx sink. Yet I do 
assu.re yo\1 that partly, and inJ.ee<hprincipally, by. 
ithe;for~ of naturaLgo~d .. spirits, and. partlroy a 
. . . 
&trong sense .of what I ought .to.do,Lbear.u~ so 
well ~hat ~no. one- who diifl_ not .knoor them, cot!ld 
easily discover the state of my mind o~ my cir~ 

• cunistances. . I have . those.,,that -acre"'dear.-to me: . . . 
for ,whom·-I -Illllst hv;.e.as .. Iong::as.,God,,pleases,and -,.. __ 
W. w]iat way cHe~,pleases. Whether I ought not 
totally to abandon this public itation for which I 

. . . . 
am so unfit, and ~ave oft course bee11 so unfortu-• . 
nate, I know not." But-he Jvll,s always saved ftom 
rash. ~ir0JP..ellt ._from im -elic , bu•bin(!Ss .-.by, tw~ re­
flections. He do~bted whether a man has .a right . . 

t;> _retire after he Ms once gone a certain length 
in these things. And he remembered-.that there 
a,r:e. often obscure vexations in the-most .priYate 
life, .. that~est1oy a man's peace as e:&'ectually • 
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as e.nything . that can occur in public ~nten-
tions. · . . 

. Lord RQckin~ham offered his influe~ce on • be~ 
half of Burke _at Malton, one·-oLthe,..family.bor­

~ughs in Ym;kshir:e, and thither~urke in no-high 
spiri'ts.,betook himselfe On his way to the-forth •. 
he heard that ~e had been nominated for Bristol, 

• • but the nomination· had for certain electioneering 
reasons not been approved by tlae party. As it 
~appened, Burke cW~ no sooner:chosen; lri;_Mal.toll 
than; •owing ·to ·an- nnexpe~ted4~ll'R---~f-:.:.afilirs at 
Bristol, the idea ofproposing-:him-for.a,,c!):n,didate 

~ . . 
reVIved. Meseengers ~r~ sent express ~ his 

• 
~ouse in London, and, not finding him there, they • 
hasten!)d down to Yorkshi;e. Burke quickly re­
solve(\ that the offer was too im.vor»nt to be re­

jected. l3ri~tgJ_.,-~-K!tS!«.th~~<t~Pl~~;Qf.,.;:~h~~g~t •. ~!l~ 
i~.,.~~"!?tA1AJ1 .. ~~~th,;!p.,o~w!~1t!Ql,l;,~~¢l~~~~~PN_e 
act;yl~¥-o~h--~:d~~¥-S~i.-·2ii¥~~,~~11~~:li~&2..2W., .. _,ro~be 
invit:d.:.~to-stand-fo;r,..-so~-JS-I:eat"~.,~~~tiJJ2P.CY, 
without any r~qaest of tis own.and free~ per-. 
sonal expense, was ·a distinction that no poli­
tician could hold lightly. Blfrke rose from tht!l 
table where he was dining with some .of his sup­
porters, stepped into a post- chaise at six on a 

• Tuesday ·evening, and travelled w~ho~ a break 

• 
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until.he reached Bristol on th~ Thursday after·­
nOOJl, h.aving. gpt OY~r two hundred• and- seventy 
miles .. in~fo{~y~f<?P:!\,_.hg:urs. Not dhly qid 

0 
he e~e­

cute the journey without 0 a break, but, as he told 
the people of Bristol, with an exulting com~ 

0 - 4fJ 

0 melllji'ation of his own zeale that recalls Cicero, he 
did not sleep for an instant in the-interval The 
poll was iwpt open for a month, and ~-e contest 
was the most tOOious that had. ever been known 
in ihe ciey. New free~en ws~e admitted down~ 

/('the ve~ l~t day of tpe election. At the erid of 
f ~t.:~.:urke~w;~~secopd~pn.-;the;:-,p0ll):'!l-J14,~c~:~c~,,.d.e~l~:ed 

w,;!'J?~.e:~nly:~cb.:Q~en""'G~9t~ml;!~~;>C~>!,,il;-_7,7;4),o.-- . Tliere 
• was a petition against~: h~ return, but tte election 

~as confirmed, and*he~c0ntinue·d.;tQ;.sit;;{or~ristoi ' . - . . 
for~ix~yeaTS. e. • 

- The situation of a candidate is apt to find out 
a man's weaker places. Bul'ke stood the test. . . 
He showed nor& of ttle petulant ;age of those 

• • 0 

·clamorous politicians wh~e flight, as ·he safd, is 
• win~ in a lower re~on of"~he air; A~ the 

• 0 

traveller stapds on the noble bridge that now 
C!!pans the valley o:f\he A von, he may recall Burke's · 
local comp~rison of these busy, angry familiars of 
an election, to the gulls that skim the mud of the 
river wh~ it•is exhausted of its tide .• He gave• 
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his .new friends a more important lesson,.when 

the tiine came for him to thank them for .the 

t?Iiopour they hld just conferred upon ~im. -{i.is 

f";,,qolleague·had~open:ed~~the,~srrbjE:J~Ji_~oi...t;h..e>'"Jel~tions 

~etween"''a-~memher..:.of.,.,,J~arlialiJ:ep.tt.;!P:d~hi~"'-Q9P.-
stituents,;~,aJ;ld,,...ha,d..,.tieclared<~Jill!l-tt..,for..,-.. hil\ own • 

part, he ~honltl regard. t~g~ji!struc~iQ~~of,J;Jl~ 

P.~ople. of ~ristolJ!§!:::!lE:Jcisi.:n~- .. ~~nd binding. Burke 

in,a .weighty-passa;g~. upheld"a,J!l.~~d.octrine. 
' . . 

C~ftainly, gentlemen, it.· Qught ·-to·· be,;;-th~ happi­
ness• and glory of· a· representative ~ live in the 
strittest union, .the closes• ~rtespondence~--an4 the 
most unre~erved communication with his constitn-

• e"nts. Their wishes ought to have great weight with 
him ; their opinions high re~ect, their business un­
remitted .attentio~. It is his duty ~ sacrifice his 
repose, his pleasure, his satisfactions, to theirs ; an~ 
aboye all, ever, and •in all. cases, to prefer their in­
terest to his. ~wn. -Jlut h's ui:J.bi~ssed~op~ion, his 
matt1re ·judgment;· ·his • eriligli:tencd:· '-conscience, he 

A " . • ":'"/ought not •to ·s~ri!t:e••to•yeu/w·•any-,ma;n;-•or~._ ... any 
' f l' . y; .. . • "'seho 'mcn'·"·Ivmg. 'our,.~vepresentatiy,e.,p_;nr;!)~,..y_ou, 

' .'not-his-~i:n<;lp.stcy,.,~Q!lJY•Eb.R~)-Jli~:Jl'!-.f]~[lJ!;t; and h\ 
be_t,rays, instead-of s~rving .youdf.;he:esacr.i:fi.q_e_s.<it to 
yoUI;-,.Q:pinion. 

l'tly:··wotthy colleague :.says,Jtis~w~l:;;,.o.ught:"to be 
• su bserviefit~to ··yours. r·-If ··that· -,he_'*aUw~~e~lli~g:. is 
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innOCEVJ.t. If government were a matter of will ~pon 
any side, yours, without question, ought . to be . ' -
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superior. : But ... government- . and-e-legislation- are 
matters- or.reason-and· -judgment,. and., noC~oL inclina- .. 
tiQI!.; and what sort of reason is that in which the 
deter)llination precedes tho <!iscussion, in whic~ on6.elll"' 

• set o:f"men deliberate and an8ther decide, and where 
. those w~ form the conclusion a~ perhaps three /A . • 

r "/hundred miles distant from those who hear the argu· 
?z.. ments 1 .•• Aut~tati'IJ~.instructitms,'manda{es-issuetl, .lJ 

"'t, 1h" h h -b-.w:o ifbr ... xal· d . r· . 1 I' \v ~.t: -t- ~-mem. el'.lS. oun .. ,, 111 • y;an ·.Imp 101t y to 
obey:, .tQ- vote,- and· -to- argue"'.forr.though.-c_ontrJtr,Y t6 
~~,~~;;'(~!!.~g+i@i~~L-hil>,.jJlli~~d:c~n-
·.F. h e h" l k h ~Cience~_ es~~·ltre;;;t mg~,uttery,;;un n(;r~m·4o.,t,_ o 
law.~~-of.thi;;; •~ lap.d,,- an! ••which·· aris~:z-fr,oiJ:""a ,.funda-l\.. tnental mistake of-the whol.~::.order--and~te11or,,of- O)l}' 

Constitution.
1 

{ ~~ "•!< ( ~ 0 "'/e.~ 1 -;;j !£. 
. ~ . . . 

_ Eor ... six .. years. the .. BristoLelectors ... we~z.CQl:l~en t · 
to.,be.~reP.resented,,by;-ac-ma-n~of~~this,indeP.ert_lience. 

They never, h~ever,.~eally acquiesced in ·the 

principl~ that a member tf.Parlia~ent ow•s as 

muc~ his own conTictjo~s aS'io the will df his . . 

constituents. -~ 1778 a bill was brought into . . 
cParliament, relaxh!g some of the restrictions im~ 
posed upon Ireland by the atrocious fiscal policy 

of Great Britain. The great. mercantile centres 
. I 

A;sp:ech.at.tlw_..r;g_'IJFJJ6~lJ~;~-f~zL • 
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raised a furious outcry, and Bristol. was as. blind 
and as boisterous as Manchester a.nd Glas~ow. 

• • Burke not. only spoke and voted in fa"~mr of th13 
.commercial propositions, but urged that the pro­

-...posed removal of restrictions on Irish trade did 
• not go nearly far eno~h. There was none!( that • -

too fam~ar c!ft>uistry,'by which public ijjlln argue 
t~emselves out of their consciences 'in a strange 
syllogism, that tlHIY. can best serfle the country in 
.Par~iament ; that tt keep their seat~ they must 
follow their electors; and.that therefore,• in the 

• 
lo~ .run, they serve the country bet~t ~y acqui-
escing in jgno~nce and pr(lljudice. Anybody can 
denounce an abuse. It needs valour and integrity • 
to stand forth against a m.ong to which our best 
friends are most ardently comwitt.d. It warms 
our hearts to think of the • noble courage witt.-· 
wh_ich Burke facea the ~lind and narrow selfish­
ness of his ~wn SUlJporte"s. Ita reminded them 

• • • tha\England onll co~en~d to leave to the Irish 
in tw'o or thtee • instan~es the ~se of the ~tura1_ 
faculties that God had given the~ He asked 
them whether Ireland was united to Great Britaift 
for no other purpose than that we should counter­
act. the bounty of Providence in her favour; and 

• whether,"in proportion as that bountY. had been 

• 
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liberaJ, we w.ere to regard it as an ,evil to ~e .met 
with every possible corrective 1 In:-our,.daJ •. there 

· ~s.n~body:oi an:y schoQLwho_dout>ts tqat .. Burk.e's 

v 

. . . . . . 

view. of. ()1l.f . trade policy . towards· Ireland · wa~? · 
accurately, ... absolutely;.·-and,,-magrrificently- right.c:lll' 

0 
I neep not repeat the arguments. They made no 
mark o~ the Bristol mercha:nts. • Bu~ke boldly 
told them tnat he would rather run t.he risk of 
displeasing than.of injuring theJn. They implor~d 

. him to eecome their advocale. " I should only: 
. disgr~ m~self," he s~d; "i should lose th~ only 
thing that c~ make such abilities as mine of·any 

. • . 0 . 
use to the world nowoof hereaftel't I mean that . . . 

r1?"authority ~hich is derived from the opinion t~at..a: 

. 't"-· Illem~er.,-sp~~~e;:;tJw;:!:'l~;t.Pgnag~"'-f·Q:f:....J;:t.l!.th.;e!J,P# .&s.in-• . . . ....... ~. 
~er!Jy,~_ll.P.d:<::Fa~h.J;MtJ§.&I!t,.,.J:~,fl._gy,.,.,.t,g.;,,~~~~,}W or 

~· .._»y down a great political system for the .. con­
venience"of':'the::.hour-;:·that~he~is:·-in~Farliament to 

' . . . . 
s~pport his· opinRm:;ob!he.:p~blic-g~d;-and .does 
nbt form •his opinion .in or<fer- to .. get ,into -Pa~a, . . . . .. 
nient~ to:continue:i~:it.! 1 '• • • 

• ' 4 small instafment of humanity to Ireland was: . . . 

:sot more distasteful to the electors .of Bristol than 
a. small instalment· of toleration to Roman ·Catho­
lics in England. A. measure wits passed (17.78) , . 

fi 1!w~s~e~~r~"Jg1fifJJJlWfJ}~Mf},t:;J.1J8· • 

• 
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repe~1ling certain iniquitous penalties creat~d by 
an A.c1l of William the Third. It is needless to 
say thatt~ rud!mentary concession to j'astiee :nd 

• • I - • 
sense was supported by Burke. His voters began 

-..,.to believe that those were right who had said that 
he h1td been bred at S¥ut Orner's, was a PaPist at 
heart, and a J QSuit in disguise. When the time 

• d 1 · l -l..:, ~ • B
4

k b-came, sum'Ji,a ¥8 et ~ne uctt.Wu,e J atum, -ur e ore 

• 

with dignity and temper his disli[lissal fro~ the 
~nly independeljlt colstituency -that he ever reiU"e- . 
sente~ Years before he ha~ warned .a :oung man 
entEMng public \life to regard and wisli well to the_ 
co~nion people, whom hi! ~st instincts• an<\ his 
highest duties lead him to love and to serve, but • 
t~ put as little trust in them as in princes. · Burke . . 
so mew here describes an honest :ap.blic life as 

• 
carrying ·on a poor unequal conflict against the-
passions and prejudices of our day, perhaps with 
no better wealJons than p=.tsions !ild prejudices of 

• • • • our -'wn. .. . 
• The,six,.y.eats::.~ring;;;~ictt: Burke sat in ~rlia- • 

· ment for Bristol, saw this conflict carried on -under • 
the most desperate circumstan~s. They("were,thee 

vears-.of.,J;h~""!},bj!,.._w:~J; .. ,}:wtw;~t}!!,.;.._t]!~-*'-&glish- at 

hoJ1l!l:~Ild~t~~ ,~uglls4:Jl!:.1h~~A-:m~ri~J!_.;~]Qilies. 
•George UI. and LQrd_,:.NQ:rt;b_.ha-re~been:"'mad~ 

• 
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s~ap~oats for sins_ that W!'lre __ J:Wt .. £lxclusively 

t~~ir own .... They-were"only-the-organs,andxepre­
spntativej of all• the lurkiugjgnoraflCe a\}ll.arbitriJ,ry 
h)lmoursofthe entire-. community. :»u::j_'ke,disclos~s 

in-many-pla,~-~~~-ilW·.~,.f9J.,..,P!l£ti""Jl!e.~k-i.IIg' •. an~ 
0 Par~menh,gi<!>J1Rt,.!W"'t""E:i£!~~1f~Y.mR\l~JP§.§;Of 

th~_qW~·---I~""hisc:-faiUQU.S~~R~~~~~<i'~Ji~~pk.in 
l:I:.so,...he was rebuking the intoleran~e of those 
who bitterly toonted him for .the support of the 
measure• for the relaxation Jof the Penal Cod~. 
" n is- but too true," Jle· said in a passage·,~orth 
rememberi~. "that the love, and even the very 

• . . . 0 

idea. of genuine libeotf is extremely rare. It is • 
• but too true that there are many whose whol.e 

scheme of freedom is :rpade up of pride, perverse­
ness, and iil&)le~ce. They feel themselves in a 

,._.state of thraldom, they imagine that tneir souls 
are cooped and cabined in, mil>ess they have some . . 
man, or some Ubdy o£-men,.depe~ent on their • • • • 
m~rcy. . The desire ?f ~\jiving• some one ~elow 
themf{lescends to those "'ho ar~ tne very lowest ~ . • .t ... 
of all ; and -~ Protestant cobbler,. debased by his 
~overty, but exaltM by his share of the ruling 
Church, feels a pride in knowing it is by his 
generosity alone that the peer, whose footlllan's 
instep he .melsures, is able to keep his• chaplaip • 



IV 

, 
THE AMERICAN WAR 113 

• 
from a gaol. This disposition is-the -tme-eource 
of _the. passion which many men; in veu humble 

flife, bave -take; to the American: :war. ·.Our.,sub­
~~ects:·in c.America .; .. our colonies.; . our. dependents. 

~~his_lust of party power is the liberty.they.hunger 
. ~t:Id .thirst for.;. and tMs Siren song of amfl.ition • 

lias char~ed E!hrs that we would hf:!.ve...thought 
.-..were neve:f organised to that sort of music." 

/<' • 

}~ -This. was the. meital attitude 6£ .a m~jorit~ of 
~e ~atwn,. an,d,lt .wls •. .fortm:;a~Jq~.z.;,thg!!k.?-•J;td·: for 

~~·:t~al~th~,_,..y,e~Jl:l.(jl.lil.'>capJkz~r.~h~t§;?...,IJ:*-YW~P~her 
· sicd' eof,thQ:,Atlantic.J!I}~A~·~WPJ,y,;l'"j;!Y>.~~.!!~,2.:c~!l-.~:rgetic 
app~ecil1ti~.,pf;,\h2hg__r;~~~~=·~he insu:rge:ijts, .. :while 
achieving their own freedom,. were· .. indirectly • 
engaged in fighting the battJ.e of.the.people:of..the 
mother country as well.. Burke .ha~ a vehement 
correspondent who wrote to him (1777) that if the ..._. 
utte;r ruin of this •count~ were• to be the con­
sequence of :ll.er pe:&Si~ting in the claim. to tax 

• AmCiica, then he would. be fJ:le first to say, Let lu~r . .. . ' 
·perish! IfEngl~tn!lpr:eyails;;.sai4_,-l!q.!illQ,~rlY!t}JlOle, • 

~P:gl.i~h .. !'-lJ.~tA,cme!'iga!}.Jl_i~"e;~yi~ •. ,,?.-Ji.AJ!.g~ili;~if;;.2Re:·. ' _,.~ .... ,.,,~T:k~~~. ' ."lo......-:' • 

fell,.the .. other _)!.~uJ!! . .fa.ll,"''W.th,)t."""~Bw:ke, seeing 
~this, " certainly .;;~ver could and never did wish," 

.,.:-;--........ ~...,- . .--...,...--
as hfi says of nimself, "tne colonists to be subdued 

·by--;;;;.~· He was fully persuaded• that if such f 
I 
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should be the event, they niust be held. in .that 
,.-·;:f subdued s,tate by a_. great body of standi~g ·forces, 

)_; and perhips of foreign forces. Ji.JW!~J1U~ngly 
;pf_ opinion<cthat~such--armies,~Jirst.victo:riv:tii!;·OVer 
~pglishmen,. in.a, .. confiictJoi,.~~g~l;l::,C,il~~1l.l~On~,t~ 

• right! .... ai_ld~r>riyileges,.~and!afte~lJ.rds"'.ha:bitu~ted 

(t}JQ1Jg~n:o-{\1Jl~!S~LW"'~~J>,.._~Pe&l&WI~-"p~,pl~}n · 
a; s~aw_ of abject_ !Htbjection, would ... prifv,~,_fataLin 

® ~~·;frit·~~:~~.rft~~r.r.!; 
prepafed .by a widet~pread deterioration ·among 

. . 
popular _id~s, and a fatal relaxation of th~ ~old-
tha't they had pre&u~ly gaine~ in .the public· 

• mind; In order to prove that_ the .Americans had 
no right to thei'r liQI3rties, we were every day 
endeavourin~ to-subvert the maxims that preserve 

-the whole spirit of our own. To prove that the 
Americans ought not ~ be frlle, we were obliged 
to depljlciate tte valt!e. of freedom itself. The. 

• • 
waterial strength o( t~ Government, a~ its . 

' A( • •• ' 
• moral strength~like, would have oeen reinforced_:-

by the defoot of the. colonists, to such an extent:-~ 
0 as to have seriou;ly delayed or even . jeopardised, 

English progress, and therefore that of Europe too. 
As even~;ac~ually fell out, the ferocio~s admin.ist 

. ~ . 
f'-4n>Jft! • ..frP!'!'~!l~~l%.,&,'&,-,1%Jl'i9& .. 
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tration of the law in the .last five or six years o£ 
the eighteenth century was the retribution fo~ the 
lethargy a; app\oval with which the cl~s of the 
;English community had watched the measures of 

• the Government against their fellow-Englishmen 
in America. t • • • 

It is not ~ecessary here to follow Burke . . . . 
minutely ~hrough the successive stages of parlia-
~entary action in·.the American war; He always 
·~defended the settleJ.ent of 1766; the Stamp ·Act 
was· fepealed, and the co~stitutional. su pteina~y 
and sovereign authority of the mother country • • • 
was preserved ein a Dec,n.Ittory Act .. · Whe:g. the • 
project of taxing the colonies was revived, and • 
relatio.ns with them .were .becoming strained and 
dangerous, Burke came forwar<l w~h a plan for 
leaving the General .Assemblies of the colonies to­
gra?t supplies and aids• instead of giving and 
~nting supplies i)\ Parli~ment,•to be r~ised and 
pai<f.in the colonies. ~eedless to say that it was 
rejected, and ~erf:aps it tva; not feasible. lfience-. ' . . 

·;forth Burke could only- watch .. in -~potence the 
)'blunder~ pf government, .and•.the._disasters. that 
·befell the. n~tional arms. ~J!LlM..PJ,9,t,~J?.t§~a,gainst '¥­
the war :will last~as lon(J as. our lit-erature . 
.• .tll/fl*.,;~~- ~~,J"t"::--Ff"~t"~"" '""'"iV~i:st''*"@t?'tf?~-~~_.· .. -:;-~.----.,.~--

• Ofall·Burke's ·WritiQ:g§.JlJ:>Jl.\t.~~_l~ijht@:see"QrEJ .. ' - ·'· ·- . . 

• 
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~~!}.q~fi~,~~~lli}J}J!URQ!l.Jl~llmk.aJl21Mk~~t;.l1e-tbree 
1!i!3.cesJ~!Lthis,deep;;reactiv.e;:stiatggll3_-,:_,;"'~thE3.$peech 

ob_ A-1Il~rita.lh~1'!txation~.lA.:prg,;;;f%..:m:~~7,:t);~the 
$1_E3.~<::b.,}Hl-P9n!fili!J.tign;1Y;it44me:fi~Jl_,G¥~wh·~2 2,. 
l!W,§),;;~<l..§&,~l!$,;,JJktQ~a§q~;:l1f§;t.9c~~ri~tol ,.-

• C:t7:£.4,, Together they hatdly exceed the ~om­
/{' pass •ofothe. volume that the r~der.now has 

l"'dn his hands·. It"'.is.,.,~()~-~x:!l.gg~r{t~~~h;tQ.~:·say f. 
ijat~,_thel"'-CQJF~se ..... the"P.J.Q1l~~~aJ~9Ntrm,a,v:JillLW C 

vo ou;rn,1iter1tt)lr.e;"PrAn~.~py:.""'Ui~l~JJ1I~;·,uf.o.n,..one;~whq_ 
~ •. iFPI~~~.~~~.,t,[e.;!>t'iillYi~of-4iP¥b#9-;;11ff!tif~,>;;'Y:n~f.l_ler 
/ f6l'-'kllowj,2~WJ':;;f2f.;,,.pJ~&t.~cJ.\ , .rhey are a~ ~· 

ample without fault 9f ~ the qlftl.litiel that the 
• critic, whether a theorist or an actor, of great 

political situations shoyld strive by night and by 
day to possees. .If the theme with which they 

-deal were less near than it is to our interests and 
affections as free citizens, these,!l;)ge~..p.ecl'qrma,~ces 

w.o:uld,s.ti)J.,a,hoUA§t"'ill,._Uf~;;l~~~~.~~!!§~f~J!J.i~21.HPar- · 

BtJ;ll~~:g,gJJ,ti:~!t~.;-~~~~p,<1;:~.-~f. thei~ s~bject werZ as 
.rem~ as the ~uarrel oetween tile Corinthians 
and· Corcyra,.or the war between Rome and the 
fillies, instead of ~ conflict to which the world 
owes the opportunity of the· most important of 
political experiments, w_e "s.ho:t.Il~Lf3.tiJJ.~hiJ.Ye ev~­
thiug to l~arn• from the~author~s,,treatni'ent ;·the • 

• 



• n• • ii'L 
• 

vigpro11s.grasp_o( 1lla_sses of .compres§e~.detiil,,the 

~dg.UJ~iilllM!li!JJiQ~~gr~~PJ:iB.Y.iP~~.p_Ll,ltynan 
~;p~rjen% .,t!J_(,str<?BK.z..~!~Jl~.m~QM-!l~F<'f~e_ling ·-for 
. t~JlJ)V"O. great ,-p~liti9~J ~en~1!-,,Q.£1,-J:~tic!J;:;~:g.lh.Free-

...._ d9Jll:·:c. ~P~.J~rge and generous int«_:lrpretation of 
expediency, the morAlity, the vision,~Jk~.e.l!Qble. 
temn~r- ~f eve•, in the fulhiess of time-aid surely 
the fates •of men and literature caimot have it 

'Aherwise7B__nr~e·~~e_<;LQJ!:le§...9~~_,_{JM.c~f:~oz:n 
_n~w,es "o£."esta!>Ji~h~ .. !!llil.-llnlX£~¥.;;:Sl!!Xe_nG?·In 
e4ueation .and .. iiL C<>1llll!Pl!. ~().Q;§, ti!Slni~,~R.~~-,the 
w)ty~ardness of literary caprice o~ i~tellectual 
fas'\iozis, as Sltakespeat8 a•d Milton and Jla,con 

- . 
rise above it, it will be the mastery, the elevation, • 
the ~sdom, of these far;shining discourses in 
w~gh_.the world will in an •. ~~-~£i~!,.,...d..!Jgree 
re~qgnise .the combination of sover_eigl.l.,gi:(ts.with -
beneficent uses. ---->" ... -- --- • 

The pamphlet Cln thE! Pres"-~t- Disco;ttents is 
par11,ally obscured or n!uffied to the modern reader . . . 
by the space• grYen tcf the cabal of the.day .• .. 
T,her]lejlecti()ns ..• on-,.~h&""J!t-l(,il!!;f.!,_.,,lJ&'!?;!u!d&.'l}_..-PY.er-

altollnd_~_.!!l;..g!3~!~~a,Y9J.h~R~.;;;-"'~.P.~.tlJ££m-.JJi~,Q!Jin~ 
passionately on one side, and that perhaps the 
wrong one~the splendour of the el_(}qu~Pog~j!l out 

•ofProportion- to- the -reason,_an(J.,.,th~ .-j:TI9gl:Qent . 

• 
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C'· -b. ~ h . . . 
"'lind e ... pieces-!ln •. the..,..4J.l!~ica~~,:.;w.l!;:r1;;~~2~· 

t tra17, .. Burke._.w:~ -~9J:lscipg~;~hllt;~~£ew.L~rost 

notWng.;.t4,!h~_~,§~~P~-~hY.,QJ;;,.~l~bll4~4~iB~~ ... o1 
his~readers,.;and~.this,..p.y.~,:,:J;Jim;,l!P9.!L!J..!1,~.J!::W,QI!te~ 
persuasi'V'eness.-~,Here ~it-;-i$•·,!EA~f>gn,,111:I!.<!rJ~~gm~nt, ~ 

• npt4tclaW,.atiqn.;~1ucidity:.,;;~9~:'1iP!J.S~iGn~;"·that • pro­
duces.tlijl~:effec_ts .• oL.eloq-!lence. No cb.oler mars 
the page, ; no purple patch distracts "ur minds 

from the penetrating force of _a1·gumen~ ; nJl~~()~-
. n)o_:~tplac~_js .. dres~t~d ... Jlp;.;.m.fi.QL~~¥1!-g}}~~ll.?J.W;!ity .• 
The·ca~se of freedom;isjlladeA;q.:wead,ts:()W·n~Pr~per 
robe ;of~e~ui)y.,~~self~controlr.a:I!d.~r~tts.<m. . • • 

Nj>t one, but all th~e great idol~ of the political . . 

, market-place whose worship and service has cost 

the race so dear, are discovered and shown. to be 
the foolish UilCOllth stocks and stones that they 

- are. ' F~x;-,.o:nce.,u~ged.,..mem:bers::.of;:,l~arli~'!Jl-~Ut.. to 

p.J:lr-use~th~,§P&e.gl1,·!'>.1!,£J,q.~Qi:tiati~}1~1!g~ii,lA~~~:,.!l-g!J:in, 

t!?.:}:~~w!x-.i~.;J9."'i<it}rum~~~91_1,<•tllt~~;;:;~~~t~.~jq~'-~­
P'rJ:.~%.MR~Mr.~lJ;el!r-ts ..... Jut .Fox orily ref~rred . . .... . . .. 

.to t~ lesson h~ though\ to ·be ctrntained in it, 
that represe~ta~ion .is the sovereign remedy for 
every evil. This is 'by far the least ii:npoitant of its 

lessons. It is great in many ways. It is greatest 
as a remonstrance and an answer against the . ..._ 
thriving s~ph!sms of barbarous national pride, • 

• 
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the eternal fallacies of war and conquest ; • and 
here it is great, as all the three pieces on the 
subject are so, oecause they expose a with •un-• . 

answerable force the deep -lying .. .fau.lbt::.ofo-heart 

.. ·and:.temper, .as well. ,as, .of.cu-nderst!!-11Q,i:g,g,>that 
• 
mo~ -natiop,s:-to,Jta:ngity.,a:n.d . .;v::iQ~ellii:;q<mrse:. 

The great _argument with those of tM war • 
party w~ pretended to a political d~ence of 
their position, was the doctrine that the English . . . 
Government was· st>vereign in the colonies as at . . 

"hom&; and in the . notion of sovereignty they 
fowd inherent the notion ~f an indefJ'asible right 

• 
~ impose a~ exact •a:vs. Ravin~ satisfied 
themselv~s of the existence of this soverergnty, 

and of the right they took to be its natural pro- • 
perty; they saw no step Mtween the existence of 

• an abst1act right and the propriety of enforcing 
it. We have seel} an instance of a similar mode ·­
of"political thinking in ~r own.lifctime. During 
th~ great civil war -between the nort'h~rn and 

• 
southern sta)es ~f the• A . .Ill13rican Union, pe~le in 
England convinced themselves-"!lome after carefu'! • 
examination of documents, •othern by cursorJ' 
glances at second-hand authorities -that the 
south had a right to secede. The current of 

-<pmion• was precisely similar in .the struggle to .. 
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• 
• ,-;?which the United States owed their separate exist-

} .. ence. • Now ~.the .idea.' .of.a .right:as,a.·.mysterious 
• ..,"'and•revertnd .. ~bstraction;·~to :b('l-:worshifped ~in a 

state. of. n•aked divorce from ~ex:pe<;tiencf~and-con­
venience, was,one that ··Bur.ke's·politicaljQQ:gment· 
found. preposterous oand.c:ullfndurable. I!e"_Jt!tt;ed • . . . 
the ... ~'krbitrary. ~and" despotic~savo.ur.,.Ji.haL.clung 
3,bout .th\. Eaglish assumptions·over-:the.colonies . 

• 
.And his repulsio.n was heightened when he found 
that thes~ assumptions were jdstified, not by some 
per~anent advantage their ~ictory would. pro-· . ' 

cure for th~ mother country or for the colonies, 
• or that '\fOuld repay ~hQa cost of iaining such•a 

victofy; not by the assertion and dem-'nstration 
• of some positive duty, but by the futile and mean-·· 

ingless doctrine that \\1l had a right to do ·some­
thing or other~ if \\>'e liked. 

- The alleged compromise of the national dignity 
: . 

implied in a withg.rawal.ef the just claim of the 
Gove~nment, instead of con•itfcing, o~ly exas~er­
ated him. " Show the oth\p~ youoem.tend for to be 
feaso:f; show it to be common sense ; show it to 
be the means •or at~ining some useful end ; and . ' 
then I am content to allow it what dignity you 
please." 1 The next year he took up . the ground 

-1 SJtech on American Taxation • 
• 
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__JJill more firmly, and explained it still mot:e im­

;(pres.si\'ely. As ..,for ~!J!£\,9.H-.~§~!9~~:~<:>Jr,rl~~,;,._Jj,gb; of 
~ll:tiQ!J.,.,..~e. J~xtlaimed, _" It is )e13_s "~lt~-·"'np_t}).i_ng 
in .2}]Y",.:,cs,~~i~era,.tip]:l;,_h. • M y •. ~con13ideratio~ is 
narrdw;-'confinedrand'"whollrlimited.,to-,thecpolicy 

• · of-tl!e··question~ I d• not examine whethtr the • 
giving away a -wan's money be a. P?Wer e;.c;pted 
and reserv•ed out of the general trust' of Govern­

ment. • . . T'M_q.u~tio.n~wit}},_,,71J.e_ ... ii-l/!!&t;;;1!!/Mtll,er.:you 

~Vfi.., a_, t:ight,..to .r.e_n4er,.,,yo.ur~']!.CQJ!t~t./!!l~-~le,. but 
il;l?e;.~~'"i~"fis ~nJ?~.r.yoy,r:-:.in~r,_~t-:,tlJ~m'!lf:~,~~~m ,_£appy. 
It i.'s not what a lawyer tells me I ,nay do, but 
wlrat humanity .reason, aftd justice tell ~e I OJfflht 
to do. I lm not determining a point of la~ ; I 
am restoring tranquillity, and the general character 

. . 
and situation of a people must det&rmine what . 
sort of government is fitted for them." "I am not 
here going into the.distinctions of rights," he cries, 
"not attempt~ng to mark••heir ~undaries. I.,.do 

• • 
not~epte:rj_g~.;>""~g(l_S.fL!IJ~PJll~£.~k~§ciiRP~ig_J1~·-:_,.] 
~.:{!ZfJ:?Mq,'i~PJ:~Lw_'llf.,,.,'rhis-is.the.true t<wch- • 
stone of all theories which regard n;an and the 
affairs of man: does it suit his ~ature in general?• 
-does it suit his nature as modified by his 
habits?" He could not bear to think of having 
~ativ~ or political arrangements shaped o1 

' . 

• 
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• 
vindi~ated by a delusive geometrical · accu~acy 
of .deduction, instead of being entrusted to 
"the nat!ral operation of thing~ whi~h, left· to . . . 

the~elves, generally fall into their prope~ 

order." . 

• 

• 
• AJart from his incessan!J assertion of the 1>rin-
. ciple t~t man acts from adequatepotives relative 

4 to his interests, and not on metaphysicll specula­
~ tions, Burke:··S@WS,-·,.as-~:h~:~l.I.l~.!\lQ~i!;-:!;:l_tlW!gdl!: his . ~~ . -

:stately .argument;·~ many;;.;a'>:gtwm4 of-~the·?:Qlodern 
'philoS!iph~-oL.civilisttion. He was tol-8. 'that 
America W&IS worth fighting for.· " Certainlt it 

~ is," ~e ar!swered, " if Jigftting a p\'8ple be the b~st 
• .. way of gaining them." Every step thal has been 

;~ taken in the direction of progress, not merely in .. - . . 

empire, but Jn education, in punishment, in the . ·. 
treatment of the insane, has shown the deep 
wisdom, so unfamiliar in th~t age of ferocious 
penaltie~: and brtltal ~thod~ of th~ truth-that 
" the natu.ral effect of fideJ!ty, .cleme11cy,. kin~ess 

• in ~:v:ernors, is. peace;-g~d-wil.eoraer; and-e~?teem 
in:. the. gove\nel" Is there a single instance to 

•the contrary 1 Tlten there is that sure key to wise 
politics :~" }lq_qorJy:c~~f!.g,pg:-§'JHL.d!,?,'ll}~s'Jl!.lt~JL~a:.wlwle 

pe.,.op,Je ~-{1-r.e.,.,fJQJ!q~r:f!&..,~!~~Jll!f1.~?/f;M...JJ.tJJ/M4!!'h4fl4}}2t. 
meg,JI§:.P/ •. ~?'(ation;.t:,,c· A.nd.that.still.more,fa~ 
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''~~ntence,.!!.L,dq,1tOt-.know._;tlJ,e4YI:f:!!!f!i::l!krl'fll,JJt_V!9._,_1fp 
an .. indictmenLagainst;;a~'l.()_lwJ~:;,pi}Ople.'~ • 

Good 81lld otservant men will feel'. that. no 
Jpisty benevolence or vague sympathy, but th~ 

.positive reality of experience, inspired such pas­
sages· as that where ht says,-" Never exp~ting • 
to find perfection in men, and not looll!ing for • d~vine attPibutes in created beings, In my com-
merce with my cont~poraries I l:tave found much 
\lum~n virtue. The· age unquestionably !Jrodooes 
daring"Profligates and insid4Jus hypocri~s ? •What 
then ? Am I not to avail myself ~f whatever 

• • • good is to .be foand in the \forld, because of. the 
mixture of evil that is in it? ••. Those who raise ~: • 
suspici.ons of the good, on a~count of the behaviour '­
of evil men, are of the party of t}1e latter. . • . A 
conscientious person woUld rather doubt his own 
judgment than condem~ his species. Re_ that 
accuses .all-Jilankiny- .of dbrruption .. ought -to re-• . . 

me:rtiber that he is sure,.to- con:vict--only··one. In 
truth, I shoul<f m~ch ratl!er. admi~ those WhOjll at. 
any time I have disrelished the most, ~ be patterns 
of perfection, than seek a conso,ation to my own• 
unworthiness in a general communion of depravity 
~all ~bout :me." This is one oLthose,pi!:!ces of 

• rational constancy and mental.wholtnesj!in,Btwke 
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that. fill. up g~r~_, a~m~r~tt,ic:>ll:: Jor, .him~orie~-of. the 
mapifold .illustrations of. an- invincible .. fidelity to 
the nat~l order and operation •of t];,ings, even 
when they seemed most hostile to all that Waif 

dear to his own personality. · ' 
• • • . .. • 



• CHAPTER V 
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ECONOMICAL R~RM-BURKE IN OFFICE-FALL OI . . -
• HIS PARTY 

• 
ToWARDS 1780 it· tegan to be clear \hat the . 
~inistMB had brought the country into <!Waster . . . 
and humiliation, from w.hich their poli~ contained 
no•way of escaJ.¥l. In .t~.~o.sHtg.:Qlol\tlts,_of. the . . .. - ... 
Amencan~.war,"the . ..;OppPsltlon:::.pr.essedo.:'Q..!llJJfi~ers 
witho.a.,.,yigour~-,that ... ne:vel',.;abated. :Wrd_.~prth 

bp!._~ __ lli.~ir·~[l.ttacks_~witl.t~p~rf~c;:.t.",go.,~,~Jlp.J;D.our. 
When Burke, in th.e course of 'a great oration, 
parodied Burgoyne;s invitation to the Indians 
to repair to the king's ·~tandard, the wit and • • 
satire. of it almost suff~cated the Prime :tfinister, . . . 

not with shal11e 1mt la~hter. His .•. hear.t_Jlad 
• • lopg ceased to be .in the . matt.er,. 11.n_d eyeul;>o~y 

kJ:!eW that he only retained his!p.ostjn~obedience • 
to . the .urgent. importunities ;,..Of,the •.. king, ... w hilst 
such colleagues as Rigby only clung to their place ·- . ""cause •the t~alaries were endeafed .... by . long . 

• 

.. ,-
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• 
famiijarity. Tl1e general gloom was acciden~ally 
de~ened by the hideovs _ outbreak of fanaticism 
and viol~ce which is known as \he 4lrd George 
Gordon Riots (June 1780). The Whig;, as having 
favoured the relaxation of the laws against popery,.· 

• wer:~• especially obnoxiod to the mob. • The~ 
goverJWlent sent a guard of so:W.iers to protect -
Burke's house in Charles Street, St. J~es's; but 
after he had removed the ~o.reimportant of his 
papers, IJ.e insisted on- the gwtrd being despatched 
for tft6 PtO~ction _of ;nora important pl'a'ee~, and­
he took shelter under- the roof of General 13ur- :'< 
goy~e. •His excelle:nt ~ife, accolrling to a lefter 

- - - . 
• of his brother, had " the firmness and sweetness o~ 

• an angel ; but why do I say or' an angel ?-of a . . 
woman." ~rk~ himself courageously walked to 
and fro amid the raging crowds with firm com­
posure, though the experiin~nt was full.of peril. . - . 
He describes the mob !!3 bein~ made~up, as London . - . . 
mobs not rarely are, rath~r of the unruly an.d dls-

• sol~e than of fanatftlal - ma!igdants, and he 
• vehemently • opposed any concessions by Parlia-

o ment to the spirtt of intolerance_ that had first 
kindled the blaze. All the letters -of the time 
show that the outrages and alarms of those days 

. --and nights, fh which the capital seemed to he~ .. 
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the IUercy of a furious rabble, made a deepe; im­
pression on the. minds of ~ntemporaries than tvey 
ought to l)ave • done. Burke was not 'likely to 
Qe less excited than others by the sight of in-

. .,sensate disorder; and it is no idle fancy that he 
.. had the mobs of 1780 'still in his memory, '!hen • 
ten years late~ he poured out the vials. of his 

• wrath on tl\e bloodier mob that carried the King 
and Queen of Fral\C$1 in wild trhrmph from V er-
flailles to Paris. • • 

I~ trie previous Februau (1780) ~urke had 
· · achieved one of the greatest of all his pttrliamentary • • • and orato~ical l9Uccesses. '.Nlough the _mattE>J of 

this particular enterprise is no longer alive, yet it • 
illustra:tes his many strong aualities in so remark- • 

. ;::-able a way that it is right to make s•me mention 
>'-<!!it. We.ha:v.:e"already~,seen.~that.B.lg~('l:;-:St~adily ~ 

set.~~his~face .• _against .... pa-rliame~J,t!J.t:l~,-;teform~;~-..he . . . .. . ·--~·-- ·. ·--- . 
habitually diclared .t~at the machine .. 'Ias,.well . 
ep.ollgh to answer-any g~od purpose,.provided ... the 
materials were~so~n_d. . Tte stateslllan who re.ists • 
all projects for the reform of the conf'lt;itution, and 
yet eagerly proclaims how deplorably imperfect• 
are the practical · results of its working, binds 
him~f -~ vigorous e:x:ertions for the amendment 

~administration. Burke devoted hTmstlf to this 
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duty. with a fervid assiduity that has not often 
beWl exampled, and ~s never been surpassed. · . . 

He wei¢'· to. work with. the zeal of :a . religious _ 
enthusiast, intent on puTging-his .. Chut~h .. and_.hi.s 
f~:tith of the.co:truptions that lowered.~it:iP the. 

• ey_es • .!oLnien. ___ There wls no part or order of _ 

goverr.ertent so obscure, so remota, or so complex, . . . 
as to escape his acute and perseveri!lg observa-
tion. • •• 

•Burktl's object,· in his .. sch,;mes:Jo..r~~-<:l()~on1ica.l -. Refo:r'!n, VQJ.S less to kusband the public resources 
and reliE6ve the tax-payer-though this aim c~~d 
not.have been absentfr:m his mi11d, ov~rburdened 

• as England then was with the charges of the 
American war-than. to ... ,cut .. oft ...... ~!J~ ..... ,9P.l!Dnels 
which suprmed..,.th.~.,~Q.rruption .. of- the. E:ol1~,e of 
Cmnrnons: The full title of the first project which 
he presented to the le&islatnre (February 17~0), 

~~:ts, .A .Plan for the 13etter. Secur~y_oL!~EI ln.­
dependence of .Parli~mm~t, .. _a:g.~-~jb,.e_EconomicaJ. -

• Ref.lrmation of ~he Civil• and other ~stablishments._­
,.;.It was to tlle former that he deemed the latter to 
/~ . . 
"1°-b.~ the most direct road. The strength of the_ ad-

n;i.inistration in the House was due· to--the gifts 
that the minister had in his hands to -~is~ense. . 
Men voteQ. w~th the side which couid re.;ard th~ 

~ . . ..... _. . 

• • 
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• • 
fidelity. It was the number of sinecure ,places 
.and' unpublished pensio1s, that, along with.the 
controllab~e inftuence. of peers and n~obs, fur­
nished th~ minister .with __ an Jrresistible.~lever: 
the . ltvarice and the degraded public spirit of the 
re<;ipfents supplied the' required fulcrum. E.urke • 
knew that in ,sweeping away these f~titious 
places an <f. secret pensions, he-would' be-robbing 
the court of its .chief -implemen~ of-corruption, 

•• 
and protecting-~the r~presentative against ~is chief 
iuotive-«t selling his countr1. He con~eiv~ that 
he ~01ild thus be promoting a far more infallible 

• m~ans than anJ scheme ~f electoral reform c~uld . 
have provtded, for reyiving t}le.~int~grJty:,a!ld .in­
depen.gence of the -House oL.Commons. In his . . 
eyes, the evil resided not in the constiiuencies, but 
in their representatives; not in the small number 
of the one, but in the smaller integrity of the other. 

The evil i!;d not stop •..,..here it began. It was 
~ . . 

not ~erely that the •sinister motive, thus en-
--gendered in the :rrunds ~!-tOo lax and facile ~aen, • 

• induced them to betray tbeir.legislati"e trust, and 
barter their own uprightness ald the interests of • 
the State. . r:J;he . acquisition of one of these ne­
farious bribes meant much more than a sinister 

~te. -lr called into exist~nce a ~h~mpion of 
K 

• 
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every inveterate abuse that weighed on the re-• . ' 

sou;ces of ·the co_untry.\ There is a well~known 
passage itt. the speech on EconolnicalJleform, in 
which the speaker shows what an insu;mountable 
obstacle Lord Talbot had found in his attemt>t to 

• carr·rout certain reforms !n the royal houstfuold, 

-~,the Iact. that tht} .. t1lrl1~P!~ .. ~Ltl!¥~1ii!!g:f!Jr.itchen 
w:~,a mem.l)er_oLParliament..,,----'' On tl~,t rock his 

. whole adventut'e split,-~~ whole scheme of 
econoin~ was dashed to pieces ; his department· 
became more expensive than ever ; · the eiovit List . . . -
debt accumulated." Interference with the• ex-

• 

pe:q.ses ot the house16oM meant jpterference w1th 
the perquisites or fees of this legislative .turnspit, . 
and the rights of sinecures were too sacred to be 

- " . . touched. Jj:J. compariSon with,them, it counted• 
for nothing that the king's tradesmen went un~:: . ~ . 
paid, and became bankrupt; tbat the judges were. 

" unpaid i tha_t " the j"~~tice ~f the ling~om be~B 
and gave way; the foreign ministers relJ!airied:~ 

• in~tive and unp~ov{detl•; the .. syS'Iie~ 9,f EurotJ~~ 
was dissol~ed ; the chain of our alliances w~· 

'I' .• 

o broken ; all the ~heels of Government at home 
and abroad. were stopped. The kj11,g's ... turp,spit' 
was.·it· member-.qj-Parliame:n.t.';1 This o.ffict>, and 

~ ... ~_..,:~-~>·lif'i"',., . 
1 The piv!i List at this time comprehended a gr~ 

..-:~! 
~· 

•• 
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numbers of others exactly like it, existed. solely 
~because the H~use of Ctnmon~ was crowded .• with 
venal.m~. The post of royal sculli~ meant a 

. vot~ that could be relied upon under every cir~ 
• cumstance and in all emergencies. And each 

inc~mbent of such a'n office felt _his hono\r and. 
interests -concQi'lled in the defence of e~ other . . . 
offices of ~he same scandalous description. There 
was thus. maintail\Cd a strong !1tanding army of 

. expensive, Jax,-.and ~corrupting. officials. • 
The-"royal household .w.as __ a· ,gigaAtjc .. :trest of 

c~;tly jobbery and ~purp.oseless profasiof. It re­
tained aJ-1 " tl!.e cumbrou!t charge of a ~thic 
establishment," though all- its usage and accom- • 
modation had "shrunk in~ the polished littleness 
of modern elegance." The outlay was enormous. 
Tpe expenditure on the court tables only was a - :. . 

. thjng unfathomable. W1ste was the rule in every 
·:~~branch.of ». The;e was• an office for ~he Great 
•:"\...... . . 
: ·Wardrobe, another offi.ce of the Robes, a third of 
:\.the Groom ol the Stole~ •For t~ese three Ulilelesi 
• · offices there were three useless tre~urers. They 

- . 
~------------------------------------,. 

number of charges, such as those of which Burke speaks, 
that had nothing to do with the sovereign personally; 

• The~e slowly removed, the judici~ and diplomatic 
'r.- tharges being transferred on the accession o( William IV • . 
' • • 

. 
' "• ..-
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• • all lai!;l a heavy burden on the taxpayer, in_ m:der 
to sp.pply a bribe .to thf\niember. of Parliament._ 
The plai:q,•remedy was to annihilate th~ subordi­
nate treasuries. "Take away," was Burke's de-. 
mand, ''the whole est~blishment of detail in. the • 

• • • • hous~nold : the Treasurer, the Comptroller, the 
Coffere-. of the Household, the ]reasurer of the 

• • Chamber, the Master of the Household,ethe whole 
Board of Green Cloth; a vast.n.umber of subordi­

. nate -offices in the department of the Steward of. 
the Hbuse.lJ.old ; the 'ihole establishmen~or" the 
Great Ward"PObe; ·the Removing Wardrobe; the 

- . . . . 
J ew~l Office; the Rc1bes ; the BO&rd of Works." • 

• The abolition of this confused and costly system 
would not only dimi~ish expense and pr~moJ:,· . 
efficiency ; it.would do still more excellent.service · · 

)n. destroying the roots . .oLparliamentacy: .. corrup-. ,~J. .. 
/.- , • "G.,f .. ~ 

J\Jion. "Under other governmEmts a question of .. , - . . 
expense is· only a quest1on of.econo~y, and .it is 

- - . . 
npthing more; with us, i~ every question .. orex.::'~-
,.p.~nse, there is aJv;:~ys ·~ Tnixture .. of .~constitutional 
cdnsi!feratio~." · 

o ~laces and .. p~;sions,.-.though~.the worst, were 
nqt. by any means_the only __ stumbling-'1:>19_C-\Lin 
the way of pure and well-ordered government. 
The admin,.ist1'ation -of the estates of thr-Crown,:~ ..,.. ,.; 

~-"!' .... 

• • 
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-the Principality, the 'Duchy of Cornw~ll, ·the 
Duchy of Lancaster, j\e County Palatine of 

'chester,.wa.s• an elatorate ;ystem ~f ob:cure 
- . . - . 

. and unprofitable expenditure. Wales had to 
• herself eight judges, whil~ no more than twelve 
· suffi"ced to perform fite whole business ofe,justice . . .. 

in England, a.country ten times as lar?l and a 
hundred \imes as opulent. Wales,' and each of 
the duchies, had .it;; own exche!fUer. Every one 
of these principalities, said Burke, has .the appa­
ratus (J(a kingdom, for the jurisdiction ov61r a few • • 
prrvate estates; it has the formalitj" and charge 
ol the Excheq~er of G&ateBritain, for• collecting . . . 
the rents of a country squire. They were the • 

. field, in his expressive phrase, of mock jurisdic­
'tions. and mimic revenues, of diffic~lt trifles and 

:. _laborious fooleries. " It was but the other day. 
· ' that that pert factious fellow, the Duke of Lan­

.gaster, pre~umed to fl/ ein the face of. his liege 
;J;lortl, our gracious sovereign-presumed to go to 

'law with tM k!ng. 1lle· object is neither. your 
business nor mine. Which of the uarties got th: 
better I really forget. · The m•aterial point is thai 
the suit cost about £15,000. But·as the Duke of 
Lancaster is but agent of Duke Humphrey, and 

~ . not -=rth a groat, our sovereign tt<as obliged to 
~~ . 

.. . 
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pay tije costs of both." The system involvj.ng 

f · the~ costly absm~dities ~urke proposed entirely. . 
to · abolisll~ In the same spirit • he yished to*­
dispose of the Crown lands and the forest lands; 
which it was for the good of the community; not . 

• l~ss t}fan' of th~ Crown its~f, to throw into• the • 
hands 9i private owners. • 

One of the 'most important of thes~•projected 
reforms, and or!e that its au.tl)or did not flinch 
from carrying out two years later to his own loss, 
relate~ to tJ:le office of faymaster. This f'th:tction- · 
ary was .acoostomed to hold large balances• of 

· the~ublic money in this• own hands and for hls 
. . . 

• own profit, for long periods, owing to a complex 
system of accounts so rigorous as entirely to . . 
defeat its ow11 object. The Paymaster could not, 

· through the multiplicity of forms and the exac­
tion of impossible conditions, get a prompt acquit-• . 
. tance. ~he audit somEf'times .did not. take place 
for years after T:he account; were virtually clo!!ed. 
)VIea11.while the money a~cumulaled• in his hand~, . . 
and its pro:its were his legitimate perquisite. 

CLord Holland, or • his representative_s, held the 
· balances of his' office from 1765, when he retired, 
until 1778, . when they were audited ~ring 
this time ~e ,.ealised, llS the interest on the use -
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of \hese balances, neari/ two hundred ati_ fifty 
thousand pounds. Burk~diverted these enorw.ous ._. • Jf_ . 
gains into, the coffers of the State. HI! .fixed the 
:Paymaster's salary at four thousand· pounds a 

• year, and was himself the first person who accept~d 
. h .. il . • • t e curta ed mcome. • • 

Not the mQ,'lt fervid or · brilliant of .£urke's 
pieces, y~ the speech. on Economical R~f~rm is 
certainly not the.l~ast -instructi~e or impressive 
. of .them. It gives ~ suggestive view of• the .reia­
tions ex'!sting at that tim~ between t~e H~use of 
Commons and the court. It reveals the nar-

• !* • 
row and. unpakiotic spirit eaf the king an<l the 
ministers, who could resist proposals so reasonable • 
in themselves, and so remedial in their effects, at -. . 
a time when the nation was sufferi•g the heavy 
and distressing burdens of the most disastrous 
war that our couatry has ever carried on. It is . . 
especially interestipg• as• an illustrati(ijl of its 
author's political capacity. At l moment when 
committees a;_d petition~ ~nd gr~at county meet-. 
ings showed how thoroughly the mttional anger 

• was roused against the existing system, Burk~ 
came to the · front of affairs with a scheme, of 
whicllJhe m9st striking characteristic proved to 
be that "it was proforindly temper~~ Bent on 

• 
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:"" -~ the ~tirpation of the !rstem, he .. had_p,!)j!l-:~ill 
towards the men~vho-h~.h!tPP!'lned to flolirish in_, 

· it.. " I 1\I!Ver will suffer,'' he sai~ " a:tty man or 
description of- men to suffer from errors that natu-. ., 
9-lly have grown out of the abusive·constitution • 

. • • 8 

... .-·of tl~ose offices that I propose to regulate. If 
/''1'-~an:nQt.reform.wl.th.!'lqutty,J .. lv.:VlJJ.QL!EEfW':IAJtt 

~J.ll.'..:. Exasperated as he was by the fr:itlessness 
of his oppositi"n to a policy .he detested from 
the bottom of his soul, it. would have been little 

. ... . . 
wond~ful. if he had .resorted to every weapon 
of his unriwlled rhetorical armoury, in orde; to . . . . . 
d1s~ed1t and overtArow the waole ~cheme of 

• government. Yet nothing could have been further 
from his mind than any violent or extreme idea . . 

-

of this sort. .Many yea!$ afterwards, he took 
credit to himself less for . what he did on this 
occasi~n than for what he prEWented from being . . . 
done. ~eople were relttly· for. a new p:todelling of 
the two Houseffof Parliam:nt, as well as for grave 

.modifications of. the Pre,ogativ~ fl,u:ke;,.resisted 
th,is- temper .unflinchingly. "I had," he says, "a . . ... 

•state to preserve,as.weltas.a.,.sta.te.to.rt)M'1ll·. I 
had a people to. gratify, but-not .. to infl!).m~._or,.to 
mislead." He then recounts withou.t exag~ation 
the~.pains,..an1t:.caution,.with,.which--.be~seught""rc· 

•• 
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~eaved the lea~ every ifch of .way he made .•• It 

is grievouft to think that a man who colfid.-assume 
such; an attitude at such a time, who could give 

.at-,. ..... 

• this kind of proof of his skill in the great, tqe -
• • • difficult art of governing, only held a,fiffij-rate • 

office for some ijme less-than-a-twelvemon~. • • 
The yettr of the project .of EconomJc~.Reforrn 

(1780) is usually taken as the d~!e,1VhE:JnJ3urke's 

jnfl~enc~agq_.,!~lla~?>lYe:~~:~.: .. !1~..,f~~!~J~~-~ht. _. He 
had not been tried in the ire of official re{ponsi-

• b~lity, and his impetuosity was still under a ¥. • • 
degree ?' contPol that not •long afterwards ~as ..... 
fatally weakened by an overmastering irritability . • 
of co~s.titution. High as Jlis character was now 

..::--::in the asce]J.dant, it- was in .. the .sa~e.year,_that 
~4~urke.·suffered..,the~-sharp,moJ't;ijic~tion.,.of,Josing 

his_;£~hat~risto1• His ~eech before the :election 
is one.of th,. best~kvown-8LaU •. his-'PerfopnaJices; 
and' it well deserves to• be so, for-i?"is.surpassed by . .. . 
none in .gravity, elev:a_tion:_and.mo~aLdignity. • We. 
can only wonder that a constituency.which could · 

• 
suffer itself to be addressed on this high level,• 
should have allowed the small selfishness of local -inter~t. to weigh against such wisdom and nobility. 
But Burke soon found in the course ~f pis canvass 

•• 
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that 11e had no chance,·.and he .. declined-to"_g.o to~.: 

t~~ poll. On.,thi .pre~us' day~ne Q(.his -coy 
..,..'< '~petitors . .;Iiad .. fallene.down.,-,d.ead ... ·~- W..~t. shadows 
j\_ we are," said Burke,."arwl_'JJ.i/J,r;tt_shadows.wepur~ue I:· 

1 In 1782 Lord North's !!overnment came to an. . ~ . 
• end,. and the king" was pleased," as Lord North 
quot~ with jesting irony from the Gazette, to send 

• • 
for Lord ,Rgg£.P:glt_:J:~, Charles Fox,e and Lord · 
Shelburne. M'"embers could .hardly believe their 
own eye§, as they saw Lord North and the mem~ 

l ' -~ • 

bers ~f a.government.tha:t had been in place for 
• twelve :ea1's, now lou~ging on the Oppositj,pn 

beu,ches in their gftlatcoats, frooks, BJld boots, 
• while Fox and Burke shone in the full dress that 

. was then worn by mjnisters, and cut u~1"onted 
_figures with .Swords, lace, and hair-powder. Sheri­
dan was made an Under-Secretary of State,and to 
the younger Pitt was off~red his choice of var~ous . 
minor pgsts, which he !lauihVJ.y refuied. Burke, 
to whom on tL1rrr own admission the party owed 

- . - . • eveljfthing, w~ appo~ted Paymaster. of the 
FQrces, with. a salary of four thousand-poun.ds a 

~ . 
o year-. His brother, Richard Burke, was made 
· Secretary. of the· Treasury; His son Richard was 

named to be his father's deputy at the'~~Offic6; 
with a sal!trf of five hundred pounds. • 

• 
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This singular exclusion\.from .. Cabi11et .o~~e of 
~ most powerf'!l genius ~f th~ party- has -na~u­

rally .giventzise to abun8ant criticism_e"f~r .. since. 
It will be convenient to say what there is to be 
;aid ~n this subject, in connection with the event\ 

• • • of 1788 (bel~w, p. 200), because there happen~ to • 
exist some usefulJnformation about the miniii;erial 

. crisis of t~t year, which sheds a clearer light 
upon the arrangements of six years l'Jefore. Mean­
'Yhile it is enough to..say that Burke hill!Self had . . 
most reasonably looked to sowe higher po~t. 1'here 
is t~e distinct note of the humility ef ~ortified 

• • • pride in a Jetter ~Nritten in ref>ly to some one wJw 
_,._-:-had applied to him for a place. " You have...._beim · • 
r\.~isinfo_rmed," he says ; " I ,make no part. of the 

m.~nisterial arrangement. Somethipg,-i:J:l,:,.the offi-
cial line may possibly- be. thought ... fiLfor. my 
measure." Burke knew that. his position in. the . . 
country entitled hip1 • to •something ab~ve the 
official line. In a later year, wh~ he felt him-

• - . . 

self called upon to defend rus pensi"n, he descN>ed • 
what his position was in the momentous crisis 

• 
from 1780 to 1782, and Burke's habitual vera- • 
ciousness forbids us to treat the description as 
m itn;:;:y e~aggerated. "By what accident it 
matters ~ot,"~e says, "nor upon what qesert, but 

• 
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..... 

jus~. then, and in the ~idst of that hunt of. oblo­
qyy which has j3ver ~ursned me with a full · crv~ ' . ~ throug~•life, I ha?- obtamed a very f¥11 degree of 
public confidence .... Nothing to prevent dis­

iorder was omitted ; whe~ it appeared, not~ing tg · 
• su~~ne it was left uncounselled nor unexecute?, 

as t:.B as I could prevail. .At t~ time I speak of,~.· . ' . and having a momentary lead, so atded and so 
encouraged, artd as a feeble ip&trU:ment in a mighty _ 

J~· hand--ti-..-do-·-not ... say~_,.l._sav:sd :-PIY~Cou:ptzy~J .. ~~Pl .... . .... . . 

~,.. -· . sur~ I .djd .Jny countu-. .impqrtantJ!ervice .. " _There 
·:,.- were few i!ldeed that did not at that.time ac~now-
~ . - . . 
'• · . l~ge it-and tha~ time was t:I.irteen. years ago.· 

• It was but one view; that no man in the kingdom 
• better deserved an h~nourable provision s~ould be 

· .._made for .him." 1 
... (t ~ ~ ...... ..., 

•. ; · We have seen that Burke had. fixed the Pay-._...,. 
master's salary at four • thousfmd- pounds, ·an~ had 

~~ ~ ~destroJed the extrava~ant pfrquisitiS. The other 
..... :. - economical ~orms that • were actually effected 

1
_ • feU, short by .a long ~ay of "tho;e which Burke 

~;-· had so industriously devised and so forcibly re-
o · commended. I; 1782, while Burke . declined to 

spare his own office, the chief of the Cabinet con­
ferred upon Barre a pension of ~ver4'hr~e thOit.-

• 1 Letter to a Noble LOTd. 
...... 

• 
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S_!!.nd .a ~ear ; .above ten tinl:Js the amount, as :has 
~en said, which, in . Lo~ Ro~kingham's o'!n 
~ment, ·'¥l expressed fn the new Bill, ought 
h~nceforth to be granted to any one person what­
~ver. · This shortcoming, however, does not detra?\ 
from ~urke's merit. ife was not responsibl~ for 
it. The eloquenqr, ingenuity, diligence, abov,~:an, 
the sagacity.and the justice of this great effort of 
1780, are none the J~ss worthy of t1tir admiration 

.. ~d regard because, in 1782, his chiefs, paitly per-. .. ' 

haps out of a new-born deference for the feeltngs 
. . . 

of th~ir royal master, showed that thee·pessession . ~ . ~ 
of office had sensij)ly cooleu-.tb~Lardent •. aspuations • • 
proper to Opposition. , 

The events of the twenty-months between the • 
resignation of Lord North Q.782). all(Uhe acces- ..,, 
sion of Pitt to the office of Prime Minister (De!$ 
cember 1783) mark an :important crisis. in political . . -
history, and jhey mark aJf important:. crisis in .... . . . . 
Burke's career and hopes. Lord ~nghall1.had . 
just been thre~ months :it. "office, when he- <ijed 

' • • I 

(July 1782). This dissolved the bond that held 
the two sections of the ministry •together, and let · 
loose a flood of rival ambitions. and sharp ani-

1II'&uhes. ~or~ Shelburne ·believed -himself to 
have an irresistible claim to the c~f ,.,.post in - . 

• 

• 
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the '"administration ; a:lwng other reasons, because 
he. ~ight have pad i\ before Lord· Rockingh~ 
three mtnths earlier, n'he had• so chosen. The -. . .. 
king supported him, not from any partiality ~0 

l is person, but because he dreaded and 'hated • • • Cha¥les Fox. The character" oLShelburne~is one . - ·--. . - ___ , 

of ~e~perplexities.,oLthe tim~ His views on 
peace and •free trade :q:ta~e him. one:of .. the pre­
cursors . of th~ Manchester .School. No minister . 
was so l'l"ell informed as to .the threads of policy 
~n ~rei&;J- countries. • He was the intiillate or the . 

!!.patron of metl who now stand out as at110n~ the 
fi~st ligtts of that tim~-of Mo~llet, of :Priest!ey, .. 

• of Bentham. Yet a few months of power s~em 
to have disclosed faults of character, that left · 

: him witholit a single "political friend, and blighted 
, him with irreparable discredit. Eox, who_ was 

now the head of the Rockingham 'section of the 
· Whigs, had, before the.death of the late Premier, . . . . 

been on thc~t of refusing to serve any longer 
w~h Lord Shelburne, -and he Tlo"',v:ery.,prqmptly 
refused ~to .. se~e u~der_}lim. When Parliament 
met after Roclilngham's death, gossips noticed 
that Fox and Burke continued, long after ·the 
Speaker had taken the chair, to ~aR BackwUttftr. 

. and forwams in the Court of Requests, engaged . 
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• 
in earnest conversation. \A.ccording to one·~tory, 

~ur:ke was very reluctant to abandon an office 
~se emolu~e~ts werf!J as con;,.enient t~ hiU: as . . 

to his spendthrift colleague. .According to an-
• otber' and more probable legend, it was Burke wh~ 

•hurri~ the rupture, an~ stimulated Fox;s jea,~usy"' 
of Shelburne. The Duke of Richmond ~ap-

• proved of •. the secession, and remamed in the 
government. Sheridan also disaptlroved, but he 
sacrificed his personju conviction to l~alty to 
Fox.· • ' ' • • If Burke was responsible for the \lreak-up .of~ 

tM" gov~rnmentlt then he• will! the instig:tor of•a 
blunder th-at must be pronounced not only disas­
trous but culpable. It lowered the legitimate • 
spirit of party to the name~ess spirit. of faction.~ 
The dangers from which . the old liberties of the . 
realm had just emerged have been described ·by 
no one so forcibly as by ~•rke himself. No one • • • 
was so convinced as lfurke that~nly·way of 
withstanding the !rbitrar? and corruptiJ:).g.po:ijcy. 
of the court was to form. a strong -Whig .,party. 
No one knew better than he the ;overeign iJ:nport­
ance and the immense difficulty of repairipg the 

ifi Of the--last twelve years by a good peace. 
The RockitJghain or Foxite section we~ obviously 

• 
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.l'.nable to form an eftbctive party with serious 

e:x:~e~tation of fowet1_ unless · they. h~d ailies. 
They might, no doubt, tfrom pehonal dislike'"10'" . . . . 
Lord Shelburne; refuse to work under him ; but 
~ersonal dislike could be no excuse for formally 
~nd Oviolently working ~gainst him, wh~ his• 
poll~ WaS their OWn, and when its SUCCeSS was .·• recognised ·by ·them no less thai:J. b~ him as of 
urgent moment. Instead of either working with 
the othe1 section of their p~rty, or of supporting 
from below the gangway that which was'the policy . . . . 
of both seretiollS, they sought to return to ptlwer 
bz coal~scing _with cthtf very map whose crim~al 
subservience to the king's will had bro~ght about 
the catastrophe that Shelburne was repairing. 
Burke musM_share th61J~lame.of:this.famoJi"s trans~ 
action. He_.was-.one -of the most Jm;jo~s fl:SSail~ 

ants of the new.ministry. H~ poured out,afresh 
invecti~e against Loi-11. Shell;mr:r1e •. eve),'y ~"day. 
CynicaJ. c~oraries llfughed as they saw him 
in search of more ann more hlt'tnil'iating parallels, . .. 

' ransacking all "literature from thE! Bible and the 
Roman history tl.own to Mother Goose's tales: 
·His passion carried him so far as to breea a reac· 
tion in those who listened to him..... T tMltl~ 
wrote Masan from Yorkshire, where £urke had 
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bee~' on a visit to Lord Fi~william in the aGtumn 
'-o!.,l782, ·«that IJurke's mad ob4>quy against Ii.ord 
_Shelburne~and these in:olent pamphletlfoin which 
he ~ust have had a hand, will do more to fix him 

.. (Shel~urne) in his offi<Jl than anything else: -~ 

This result would have actually followed, for ~ . . ' -

the nation was ~.pleased at the immorala!*ance • • 
between t~ Foxites and the man wholll; if they 
had been true to their opinions a thousand times 
repeated, .they ought at that moment •to have . . , 
been impeaching. The Dissenters, who had 
~erto bee~ his enthusi~stic adrliir!rs, Jmt who 
are rigid .above• other men ~ their demand-of 

. political consistency, lamented Burke's fall in 
joining. the Coalition, as~ Priestley told him 
many years after, as the fall of a ftiend and a 
broth.er. But Shelburne threw away the game. 
"His falsehoods," • says .Horace Walpole, " his 
fiatte:ies, d-.plicity, .i~sinc!erity, qance, con­
tradictions, ne~lect of his friends, ith all the 
kindred of all th:Se fault:, were tJte daily tof'ics • 
of contempt and ridicule ; imd his folly shut his . . 
eyes, nor did he perceive that so very rapid a fall ~ 

must have been owing to his own incapacity." 
-This is the ~stimony of a hostile witness. It is 

. borne out, •however, by a ~ircumstance- oi striking 
L • 
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signifiCance. When th~ king reco~ered the reins 
at ilhe end of 178.3, not only did lte send for ~t ~ 

· instead <7l for Shelburne, ,mt Pitt himself neither-"' 
.--iii:viped Shelburne to join him, nor in any, way 

fvei: c;,onsUited him then 01 afterwards, thoqgh he • 
o had .beeri Chancellor- of the Exchequer in Shel- .• 

burn1!'s own administration. • 
' . . 

Whatever the causes may have, b~ri; .the ad-• -
·ministration fell in . the spriJlg-of -1783. . It was 
· suc~ede(i by the memorable ministl\)" of. the 
O>alition, in which Fu .and Lord North~divided 
tP,e real. powet- un~er J.he nomi~al lead~of • .the 
Dw.ke oLPQrt1and. Members ~w Lird North 
squeezed up on the Trea.~ury bench between two 
men who had a year ,Pefore been daily menacing 
him with tlte axe and the block ; and it was not 

. North whom they blamed, b?t Burke and Fox. 
Burke .had ):e~ur_I!(:}d. to.the-P:ty,9ffice. His first 

. . - . 
act the~ w~ ~fortunate.. .He restered to their· 
position tw(FC'lerks who had beeli suspended for . • • 

• m:Rv-ersation, llJld against whom proceedings were · 
then pending. .)Vhen attacked for this in the 

0 House, he showed an irritation that WO!J-ld hav~ 
carried him to gross lengths, if Fox and Sheridan 
had not by main force pulled him d~vn into his._ 

. seat by t~e 'ails of his coat. · The resioration of' . . ..... ,. .... 
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• 
the·clerks was an indefertibl~ error of judgment, 

., a~ its indiscre-tion wa~ peigMened by the l!ind 
"" of deferlc~which Burke tried· to set uir. When . 

, we "{Ond_er at Burke's exclusion from great offices, 
• this ~se -of ~ow ell anll Bembridge should iJ.ot b\ 
. forgotten. • • 

The de~isiv~_eyent in the 'history 9f -the eoali­
tion Q-o:ver.ament,was.the-India Bill. The Reports . -
of the _ various select committees _ upon Indian 

' r affai:rs-tae most iirl'portant of them all, the~lJjnth 
and. eleventh, having. been. drawn up lty.Burke 
hlmself~had shown conc:ijlsively tliat•th~eexisting - . -

· >·system of.govenfment was thoroughly corrupt a!ld 
~~"'thorpughly -inadequate. It .is~~scertained pretty 

conclusively that the B~ for -~ep_l~ging~~that 
system was conceived and.drawn . .btBurke;-cand 
that to him belongs_ whatever merit or demerit it • 
might possess: It:was_.Jiurke~~who~infe_cted-Fox 

• 
with,his",own.~rdo~t.",Jtnd .. tben,~oo:te justly 
says, the .self-1pndling pow~- of_ Foxs .. eloquence 
' . . 

threw such :fire into his defence if. the mea~re, • 
that he forgot, and his hearers ~ever .. found.;.out, 
that his views were not originally:. :and, spon- • 
taneons]y _l~ .- own. The novelty on which the 

- great stre~s of. discussion was laid was that the 
Bill withdrew power from the l3.9E..5i.gf.Pirectors, 

- . 
; 
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~nd ~sted the Goveri4n~nt _for· fo!lr years. ~-a 
pontmissJon. of ~s~ven_.persons,.naVJ.ed...:in.-~~e .~, 
' . . 
and.not.femo:v:a'ble,.by .. the ,HQ}ll!e. • • · . 

B_urke was so c0nyj~ced of the in_!lUJ'~l?.l_ejniyuity · 
~f-theoCompany, so perSJ!l\ttedthat it was·noi only~. 

• full -of abuses, but, as he said, one of the most 
corrupt and, destructive tyrannies tha~ probably 
ever existed in the world, as to be clfutent..with . ' . 

nothil:lg .short . of the. absolu5e ... deprivatio~J .. of its 
, po~r.. ire avowed himself• no lover J>f n~~:mes, 

a:ad tba.t .. he only conoonde4 for ,goo,d gov!):l]ll~ent, 
from_woote~er· quarter_it.might .. ·come .. But JJ1e 

\ '"'· . . . 
idea· of good government coming from. the Com-
pany he declared to be desperate and untenable. 
This intense animosity, which, . considering his 
long and c,_ose familiarity with the .infamies of 

.. the rule of the Company's servants, was not un-
• 

natural, must be allowed. however, to have b~ded 
,.?him to• .t~ _gave objeoti.ons re~y existing 

. (\to his sch~ In th! :first·-~act;, :·th~--Bill was 

o 

• in<li'sputably··n.cunsistent· ·with--the· spirit .,of-his 
tevered Constitu~ion. For the-legislature .to as-
s.ume the power .. of. n!!.JPbJ.g .. tbe-"members;of an 
I 

·executiye __ bQdy, w.as. ,.all,,ex-traoJ;din~.,and~ mis-
chievous .. in]lovation. Then, to -put .• patronag"e7 
that has .bten estimated by a sober a~thority at . 

: 
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ab?ut three hundred thOlfand pounds a ya~r, into 

· the hands of the HousJ of Comm(lll!J, was •still 
ID'Ore m.is~hievo~s and !t.ill_lessJl].stifia~~. Worst 
of all, from the point of view of the projectors 

• 'themselves, after~ ce;tain time the nomination i>f . 
the Commissioners would fall to the Croh, an\1. 

. . - . 
this might in certain contingenCies increa~t:, to· a 

- . 
most da~erous extent the ascendancy of the - . royal authonty. If Burke's mE!asure had been . 
carried, moreover, tJ:le patronage would have been 
trarisferr~d to a body :rimch less competentfthan . . .. 
the Directors to judge of the qualitiriS required in 
the fulfii;nent of this or t~at ~dministratfve cha~e, 
tndian promotion :wo-gl«i __ have .followed~,,-parlia" • 
mentary and party interest._- _In the hands of the 
Directors there was at lea8t a parti:W- security, in 
their professional knowledge, and their personal 
interest in the success of their government, that· . . . 
places wo11ld not ~e gneen away on jrrelevant 
considerations. Their system, ~~ its ·faults, 
ensured the lcqlfisition ~·a certain considerable 

' competency in administration ~efore -a servant 
reached an elevation at which ~e could do much~ 
hann. 

~· 'ir'U:rke -~fended ~the~Bi1L(D~cemher,;l,.t7.83.).in 
'()n~ ~f. the' speeches ·-that.,rank.Jot»y~-~below~ his .. 
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. greate~i, and it COnt.tiin,·tWO·:or,.threecp!lSSage~ .. of 
~ns~:rpassed -energl~an~-impi\l§§~e_l).ess. Every­
body knows the fine p:~ge. about Fox. as 'the • , descendant of Henry IV. of France, and the happy 

· qtiotation from Sill us Ita~cus. . l~ve.ry -book~ or" • 
/:""'"':!ritis~ eloquence contains the magnificent.de-X. • -
' <,~cripijon-of~the .• young,magistrate~ who. UI1~~~!'Jake 

the. gov.(ll'J1ment .and .the. spoliation.oLIIlfiia :;,how, 
: -·' .' --
"animated with• all the avaric~.of.age,.and .. all the 
impetuosity of youth~ they rolljn one after another, . . 
wav~after_,wave.;. an<t t4~1'~. js __ nothing. before· the . . . .. , 
eyes of the 11atives but an endless, hopeless_,_pios-
pect of n:w flights of'tbir1ls of pre~ and of passag~, 

' . 
• with appetites continually rene:ving for a food 

that is continually wasting." How _they~--return 
home laden.with spoi!.;--~their prey-is lodged in 
England ; ~J?-d _the. cries . Q( Jiulia are.giv~nj~_Q--~~as 
and winds,.to be blown about,.iri everyJlreaking . . 

up of th• monsoon, ovl?r a re~ote an<1 unhearing 
ocean." H~f--India all~ the -vices .. operate_ by -
whi~ sudden forlune~i~ acquiretl ;Jyp_iJ(l_jn.Eng­
l!'l!~.d are often • displayed- by the same person 

0 the virtues dispen~ing hereditary wealth, so .that­
"here the manufacturer and the husbandman will 
bless the just and punctual hand tlmt in l'iiclia ~ 
has torn th~cloth from' the loom, or wf~ted :thl! 

• 
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~- scanty -portion, ot;rice .and. salt, .. from-~the.peasant 
oL'Bengal, or wrung frcb him the very .. ~opium 

.iit-whiph he •forgot •his oppression.:cand~ his 
oppressor:.•• . · · 

• 

· No degree of eloquence, however, could avaJI 
• to re"t>air facl.ts alike ~ structure and in tactic• 

The whole design was a· masterpiece of harm)ood, • · 
miscalcul-_tion, •and mismanagement! The com­
bina!l.on of interests against the ~Bill_ was instant, 
and it was .indeed .. formidable. _ .The gre~t"a:r-my-of . • 

. ·returned • nabobs, of. Directors, of,...PlPPti.et~s of 
East India stock, rose up .itt all.i~jrpmen~f3.force. 
~very member .of every torporation thdt enjoyed 
privilege•by charter, felt the attack on the C~m­
pany as if it had been a blow directed against 
himself. The general · ptdllic had fO particular 
passion for purity or good government; and the 
best portion of th~ public was disgusted with the 
C6alition. The c:.king--~a.w"_his ___ cg~gce. With 
politic audacity he •put so strfl,. -~ • personal 
pressure on the~peers,. ~a.t they threw,- out the 
Bill (December 1783). It was M no purposi'tha! 

. :Fox compared tlie Lords to tlfe J anissaries of a • 
Turkish Sultan, and the king's letter.to ... T_ep1ple 
to "i:]le resQlipt in which Tiberius ordered the up­
right Seja;).US to be _destroyed; JY1inisters were 

• 

• 
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·_ dismfsfied, the .. young PJtt was_instaU.e.\'l)J:!."their 
place,.and the Whigs_~er~U,'Hipep_, __ As a pa~ty, 
_they had~u. few months ofeoffice atter Pitt;s de'mh,. 
but they were .excluded ~from power for.-.half a 

~ntury • 
• 



CH.AITER VI 

• BURJE AND HIS FRIENDS • . . 

Trro"Utrrr Burke had, at a critical period of his life, 
definitely abandoned" the career of letters,.he never ·. 
withtl.rew. fl'om clo:e intimacy with the gr~ps 
who still live for us in the pages oj B~swell, as no 
o~er literary ~oup in dbr lt!.istory livel. Gold-

. ismith's fa!:r10us llnes.in Retaliation show howth~y ... . 
1 'all deplored that he_should to party give,qpjvl1at 

was nieant for. mankind. • They of~n told one 
another that Edmund Burke was the man whose 
genius pointed him.out as the triumphant champion 
of_ 'faith and sound phtLisophy against deism, 

• .JI.. • ' 
atheism, and David ttlfme. The~ov~ to see him, 
as Goldsmith •saM, wind.illto his subject like a 
serpent. Everybody felt at the Literary Club.tliat• 
he had no superior in knowledg~ and in colloquial • 
dialectics only one equal. Garrick was there, and 
of all the n8illes of the time he is the man whom 
one would _perhapi! most willingly. have seen, 

• 

• ·~ • 

.. 
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beca~ile the gifts thal threw not only· En&lish­
men, but Frenchmen like Diderot, and Germa,ns . . . . 
like L~tenberg, into ~mazement and ec~asy, 

. . 
are exactly the gifts that literary description can 
GO least to reprodtice. i3urke was one of hi~ . 

• .rstron~est admirers, and there was no more. zealous • 
. -attekdant at the closing series of performances in - . 

which the great monarch of the stagl abdicated 
411'' 

his throne. IIf the last pages that he wrote, Burke . 
refers to•his ever dear friend .Garrick, dead nearly • 
t~v~ty tears before, a: the first of act;rs becaus~ 
he was the ~cutest observer of nature that he had 

• • • • e4;er known. Then4b.mong men 'iho pas: for being 
more serious than players, Robertson was often in 
London society, and he attracted Burke by his 
largeness . oo.d breadtt. He sent a copy. of his 
History of Ame1·ica, and Burke thanked him with 
many stately compliments fOi' haVing employed . . 
philosoR)ly to judge ofe.manners, and fJ;om manners • • • having d:t'Mvn new resources of philosophy. . . . ;; 

·.-~bon was. t~ere, but- the bystanders felt what 
was too crudely expressed by Mackintosh, that 

o Gibbon might have been taken from.. a corner of 
Burke's mind witho11:t ever being missed. Though 

~ Burke and Gibbon constantly met, iris not likely 
that, until cthe Revolution, there ·was • much in-

. . 
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tim3;cy between them, in, spite of the ~pect 
each of them m~ht well have .had for the v.ast 
kno~ed~e Jlf the other.• When the-Docline and 
lfall -Was published, Burke . read it as- ev.ecybody 

.else ~id; but he_ tqldfReynolds he dislik\d th~ 
style, as very affected, mere frippery and-~ti~sel. • 
Sir Joshua himself was neither a man of le~ers • 
nor..i_kee:It) politician; but he was full of literary 
ideas and interests, ,and he was among Burke's 

' 'farm est llnd most • constant frienas, following 
him With an admiration and reverence that e~en . - . 
J Q.hnson sometimes though! excessi.-e. •T~e reader 

· of Reynolds's famous Discoftrses will probab!i . . . 
share the .wonder of his contemporaries, that a 
man whose time was so absorbed in the practice 

• j • • 

of his art, should have.proved himself .io excellent 
a master in the expression of some of its principles. 
Burke was commonly credited with a large share . . . . 
in their COli-position. but -the evidence ~oes no 

' . . 
further than that Reynolds used to tallt them over 
with him. Th~ fnendshi}t between the pair .was 

- . ~ . 
full and unalloyed. What Burke admired in the 
great artist was his sense and hrs morals, no less 
than his genius ; and to a man of his fervid and 
excitable tenllper there was the most attractive of 
all charms in .Sir Joshua's placiditr,fientleness, ., 
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evellJ!eSS, and the hab\t, as one of his friend~ de-
• sc~bed it, of being the same all the year round. 

When Ueynolds died in i792, h: appo1ut.ed 1rurke 
one .of his executors, and left him a legacy of two 

-thousand pounds, besides ,ancelling a bond of the 
~ ' . 

• • same amount. 
lo}JJl_ss>n, however, is the onl~ member of that 

illustrious company who can profita~y b~om· 
pared with Bu\oke in strength and impressiveness 

.of persol!ality, in a large sensibility at op.ce serim~s • 
a,pa·geulal, in broo~g care for all the fullness of 
human life!' ~his striking pair :were th!'!Jyvo co~­
:Qleme~ts of a singl~ .noble and--~lid ty~e, holding 
tenaciously, in a century of-dissolvent speculation, 

. ~o the best ideas .of a society that cwas"'"slowly ·· 
·. . . 
passing. .rhey ·were powerless . to

0
• hinder, ... the 

inevitable transformati9p.... One of them did not 
even ·dimly foresee it. But• both of them help . . . 
us to lVlderstand ho\f manliness aqjl reverence, 

- 0 •• 

strength alld tenderness, love of truth and pity for 
• md11, all fl.ouri~ed u~<ter old institutions and old 

ways of thinking, into which the forces of the time 
o were even then ·silently breathing a new spirit. 

Tb.e friendship between Burke and. JohnsonJasted 
as, long ·as they lived; and if we _r~eml:)er~ that 
Johnson wl!S a strong Tory, and declar~~Jl.la_t!he . . . 

~ .\ 
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-~ .. 
-/''",n.rs.t. .. W:J!ig.,.,\:~_~t!!~_;.,<HwU, and habitually .t;~.lked 

about cursed Whigs and bottomless-Whigs,jt is· 
- I• • 

an extrarorjjlinary fact tl!at his relationsowith the 
r ' 

greatestWhig writer and politician of his day were 
• mark~d by a cordialitt, respect, and admv-atiol! 

that never varied nor wavered. "Burke,''"he said•. 
' . 

in a well-known .Passage, " is such a man that if 
y~t h~ for the first time in the street, where 
you were stopped by. a drove of oxen, and you and 

• he stepped aside to take shelter but for fiv~ minutes, . ' . 
he'd talk to you in such a :wanne,r that, ";.hen y9u 
141.rted, you would say, This is ;at!l. eftraordinary . ' . 
man. Hjf-is ne'\ier what w:e "~mld,caJlhum.dru~; 
never· unwilling to begin- to··taik-, nor,in:haste to 

leave 9:£'1::'~ That Burke w~s as' good a listener as 
he was a talker, Johnson never would 4lllow. "So 

' . 

desirous is he to talk," he said, " that if one is 
tal~ing at this end- of the. table; he'll talk to some­
body at the~ther en<l." J lfhn~on was far J;oo good . ' . 
a critic, and too honest a man, to assent·to a remark 

• • • i 

of Robertson's, that ~url& h,ad !'it. "No,.~," • · 
said the sage, most truly, f' he never succeeds 
there. 'Tis low, 'tis conceit.'; Wit apart, he de~ ., 
scribed Burke as the only man whose common 
conversation~~rresponded tO his general fame in 
the world; take up whatever topk•:ou might _ 

J ., 
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• 
pleasi,•he was ready to meet_ you. When Bl}-rk_~· 

foupd a seat in Parliament; Johnson said, " Now~ _ . 
. . . ...... 

we who 4mow Burke, kno-;v that he wfU- 8e o';'e of 
the first men in the country." He- .did not.grudgq 
ehat ~urke should be the. trst .man-in .the.-House • 

• •oLQommons, for Burke,h~_ said, .. was always .the 
first· man ev.ery,wh~re.- Once "'hen he was ill; 
somebody mentioned Burke's name.:- J,nn 
cried out, "Th~t fellow calls forth all my powers ; 

_ were I td' see Burke now it w~uld kill :tv-e." . • 
• Burk~ heartily retu;ned this high appreciation. 

When s~m~ :fl&tterer· ~inted that Johnson h~ , 
ta.ken 1p0re than his0 right shar(JeOf the. evening's 

• taJJ~, Burke said, "Nay, it is enough for me to 
have rung the bell for him." Some one els~ spoke 

- - . 
~ of a successMI imitation of Johnson's style. Burke 

with vehemence denied the success : the perform­
ance, he said, had the p~mp, but not the fore~ of · 
the ori~al ; the nodmflties of the oak;, but not its 

. ~ 0 • 

strength; the contort~ons of the sib,Yl, but non_e of 
.tl~inspiration. • When-.Bur~e _s~owcd the old sage _ 
of Bolt Court over his fine house and pleasant 

-~ - gardens at Bea~onsfield, Non inviileo equidem, 
Johns~n said, with placid good-will, miror magis. 
They always parted in the deep. lfnd pregnant 
phrase of a <tage of our own day, except ~n opin"io11 

• 
- ' \ 
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• 
not cJisagre~ing. In truth, the explanation d the 
sympathy betwe~n them is not .far to seek. We 
may ";e~ b~lieve that J~nson was tacitly• alive to 
the essentially conservative spirit of Burke even 

.i~ hi; most "-'biggish fdays. And Burk~ .Jlene-• 
trated the liberality of mind in a Tory, who ca.lled' 
out with loud in<lignation that the Irish were in a 
m~ unnar.tral state, for there the minority pre­
vailed ~ver the majo;ity, and the 1severity of the 

' P.erse~utioiJ exercised,. by the Protestants oY Irel~nd 
against the Catholics exce~ded that of jhe te.n 
~toric persecutions of the Christi~ Chllich. 

The p:v-ties ai Beacon:fiel~, 'and the ev~nings 
at the "Turk's Hefl.d" in Gerrard Street, were con~ 
tempor~ry with the famou~ days at Holbach's 
·country house at Grand val When ~ think of 
the reckless themes that were so recklessly dis­
cussed by Holbach,• Diderot, and the rest of that . . . 

indefatigabh& band, 'ie. feef that• as agai.nst the 
French philoso;hic party, ~n English Tory like 
Johnson and an English Whig lik~ Burke wotWI • 
have found their own differences too minute to-be 

• worth considering. If the group from the " Turk's 
Head" could have been transported for an afternoon 
to Grandval,~~rhaps Johnson would have been 
the less im"patient and disgusted of tht two. He 

• 
. . 
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• had tlV:l capacity of the more genial soft of casuist· , 

for. playing with subjects, even moral subj~cts, · · 
with thJ:I, freedoii't, versaiiiity, a~d ease.tMt are 

• proper to literature. Burke, on the contrary, would 
'!lot have failed to see, as '-ndeed we know lie did 

,'not. fail to see, that a social pandemonium was • 
being prepared in this intellectual paradise of open 
questions, "'here God and a fut~re ~,ma~e 
and the faini~, every dogma of religion7 every 
prescrip~on of morality, an~ all those mysteries • 
an~ pieties of human life that have b;en sancti-
• - . . 

fled by tb~ r~erence of ages, were being busily 
:uulled to pieces asOif they had.been .toys in fue 

• • hands of a ·company of sportive children. Even 
the Beggar's Opera Burke could not endure to hear 
praised foreits wit or•its music, because h.is_mind 
was filled , by thought of its misplaced levity, 
and he only saw the miscbiif such a perform­
ance tended to do toe :ociety. It would be bard .-- . . 
to defend his ju«agment in 'this particular case, but 
it serves to show how Burke \vas never content 

• ;rth the literary point of view, and how ready 
. and vigilant he was for effects more profound than 
those of formal criticism. It is true tliat Johnson 
was sometimes not less au~tere in £ondemning a 
great ~ork.of art for its bad mora:Iity. • The only 

• . .... 
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• 
• time-when he was really angry with Hanna:G. kore 

was· on his findin~ that.she had :pead Tom .ToneS­
that rici~u~ book, he caJ!ed it; he hardly"knew a 
more • corrupt work. Burke's tendency .towards. 

'oSeverity of moral jud~ent, however, nevet im- • 
paired the geniality and tenderness of his relattons • 
with those whom ~e loved. Bennet La-ngton gave . ' 

BO!!Well.an ft.ffecting account of Bmjm's last inter-
view with Johnson. ·A few days before, the old . -
man'~;. deatk, Burke aDd four or five other friends 
were sitting round his bedsi.Je. "Mr. ~u1'ke sa}d 
to.him, • I am afraid, sir, suah q,number ofeus may 
be oppressirle to y1>u.' - 'No, sir,' said Johns~, • it 
is not so ; and I must be in a wretched state 
indeed when your company is.n~t a deli~ht to me.' -
Mr. Burke, in a tremulous voice, expressive of 
being very tenderly affected, replied, ' My dear 
sir, you have always· been .t~o good to me.' Im­
mediately a~rwards -hi went a-way. Tl:&! was 
the last circumstan~e in the ailquainta.Dce of these • 
two eminent men." - • 

One of Burke's _strongest political intimacies 
was only less interesting and significant than his _ 
friendship with Johnson. Wiliiam.~:Do_w;deswell 

had been Chan~ellor of the Exchequer in the short . . -

Rockingham administration of 1 '765. He had no 
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brill~att gifts, but he had what was tlien thought· 
a f>rofound know~edge both of ~e princip~s and 
details • ~f the administration of tA.e" national 

.revenue. He was industrious, steadfast, .clear-· ... · 
head~d, inexorably uprig\t. "Immersed in th~ ., 

• grefl.test affairs," as Burke said in his epitaph, "he 
never lost . the ancient, native, genuine English . . 
character of a,country gentleman." .And~as 
the character in which Bur~ now and always saw .. . . ' . 
n8.t only the true political oarrier against qespot-
tsm oiT tl\.e one hand- and the rabble on the other, 

. but th~ best moril t;rpe of civic ~irtue. Those 
·:who •admire Burke, but camfot shat'e his ad~ 

miration for the country gentleman, will perhaps 
justify him by the.assumption that he. clothed 
his favou~ite with ideal qualities that ought . · 
to have belonged to that position, even if they 
.did not. • • .. 

In 1:tis ownomodest imitation ar!d on his own 
humble scale he was a patte:QJ. ~ the activity in 

• 
• cpublic duty, .the hospitality towards friends, the 

assiduous pro~ction of neglected worth, that 
ought to be among the chief virtues of high station. 
It would perhaps be doubly unsafe to take for 
granted that many of our readers:l!'ave both turned • • 
over th4l pages of Crabbe's Borough, and carried ,. 
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• 
away. in tP,eir minds from that moderately affee!ting 
poem, the descrippon of Eusebiui!-.. 

That piQils moralist, tltat reasoning sainM 
Can I of worth like thine, Eusebius, speak 1 

.. Tlie man is willing, btt the muse is weak • • 
Eusebius is intended for Burke, and the portrait ' 
is a literary tri~ute for more substantial ser­
vi' Wh\n Crabbe came up from.his native 
Aldbor~gh, with three ·pounds ~d a case of 

• s~rgical iu~truments .in his trunk, he fo!Mly be-. . . 
lieved that a great patron. would b~ fo~nd t~ 

w'tch over his transformation fromean 'tmsuccess-• . . 
ful apothe~ry inti! a popular poet. He wrt'te ~ 
Lord North and Lord Shelburne, but they did not 
answer his letters ; booksellers returned his copious . . 
manuscripts; the three pounds gradu~tlly disap-
peared; the surgical instruments went to the 
pawnbroker's; and • the ~oet found himself an 
outcast on t1te world, witheut a friend, 'ii,thout 

• • employment, and without bread. He owed money 
(or his lodging, ;nd·wa_.a on ~he verY. eve of bein~ • 
sent to prison, when it occurred to him to write 
to Burke. It was the moment {1781) when the 
filial struggle with Lord North was at its fiercest, 
and Burke m~ht have been absolved if, in the 
stress of conflict: he had neglected a beg~ing letter . . / . 

• 

• 
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As i~ was, the manliness and simplicity of Cra]:>be's 
application touc~ed him. He 4mmediately made 
an appt>!ntment with tl!e young poe.t, .an~ con­
vinced himself of his worth. - He not only relieved 

• OrabJ;Ie's immediate distr~ss with a sum of mon~y. 
, tha.t, as we know, came from no affluence of his 

own, but carried him off to Beaconsfield, installed 
• • 

him there as- a member of the family~•and to~ as 
much pains t~ find a print~r for The Lib";a1"JJ and 
'l'!fe Village, as _if they had been poems. of his ow_n. • 
Inti~ .he. persuade~ the Bishop of Norwich to 
admit ~r:bbe:- in spit: of his want of a regular 
-quali~cation, to hoTy orders. & then ~ommended 
him to the notice of Lord Chancellor Thurlow. 
Crabbe found the _Tiger less formidable than his . . . . 
terrifying•reputation, for Thurlow at their first 
interview presented him with a hundred-pound 
note, and afterwards gave hill' a living. The living • 
was oi no great va!ue, i~ is true e and it ·was • • Burke who, with untiring friendship, succeeded in 

• .;procuring so!llethirig•like a ·sub~tantial position 
for him, by inducing the Duke of Rutland to 
make the young parson his chaplain. Henceforth 
Crabbe's career was assured, and he never forgot 
to revere and bless the man to .,. hose generous 
hand he ~ed his deliverance . 

• 
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Apother of Burke's clients, of whom we ~atdly 
. know whether t" say that he. is more or l~ss 

known to- oyr age than Ctabbe, is Barry, &•painter 
of disputable eminence. The son of a seafarer at 
~Cork, ·he had been introtfuced to Burke in Diblin • 
in 1762, was brought over to England by h_im, 
introduced to some kind of employment, and • 
finally sent~.with funds provided by• £he Burkes, 

• 
to study art on the ~ontinent. It"Was character-

• is.tic of Bwke's willingness not only M supply . . . 
money, but what is a far rarer form of kindness, . . . . 
tq. take active trouble, ~hat he. shlful~ have 
followed ~e raw.student wit! long and ·~areful 
letters of advic~ upon the proper direction of his 
studies. For five years Barry was maintained . . 
abroad by the Burkes. Most unhapp»y for him-
self he was cursed with an irritable and perverse . 
temper, and he laclred even the elementary arts of . . . 

, conduct. B»rke was. genetbus to the e~, with 
• • the difficult and uncommon kind of generosity . . . 

that moves independentlf, of gratitude or in.; , 
gratitude in the receiver. • 

From his earliest days Burke had--,been,:-:the 
eager friend of people in .distress.. . While he was 
still a student..at the Temple, or a writer for the 
booksellers; he . picked up a curious •:ature m 

·/ 
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the ~~k, in such unpromising circum!tance!! that 
h~ could not forbear to take hin:i under his in-

. . . . 

stant ~l'Otection. This• was Joseph. Nmrh, the 
Armenian, who had come to Europe from 'lnd~a 

• witytrange heroic idea~ in his head as to thE1. 
, d' deljverance of his countrymen. Burke instantly ~ 

urged him to accept the few shillings that· he • 
happened to• have in his purse, and s~ms to .ve 
found emplojtnent for hi~ as a copy~t, until 
fortune •brought oth;r opeDings to tpe singular • . . 
~dvent_urer. · For f~reign visitors Burke had 
always a Mngular considerateness. Two BrahmiPs 
~arne~~ England ls agents of Bagona:t~t Rao, and 
at first underwent intolerable things rather from 
the ignorance than the unkindness of our country-

~ . . 
men. Bu»ke no sooner found out what was pass-
ing than he carried them down to Beaconsfield, 
and as it was summer.:time, he gave them for their . . 
separa1jj3 use a ~aciotfs g~r4en-hous~ where they 
were free to prepare their food and perform s~ch . ' . • 'ites as their. religimt prescrioed. Nothing was 
so certain to command his fervid sympathy as 

:. strict adherence •to the rules and ceremonies of an 
ancient and sacred ordering. 

If he never failed to perfOnJ?-•the offices tc 
which weeare bound by the common sympathy 

• 
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of men, \ is ~atisfactory to think that {urke 
in return received a measure of these fnendly 
serv~es. A.mo~g those who• loved him best 

• • •• was Dr. Drocklesby, the_ tender physician who 
·watehed and soothed ;he last hours of Johnsoq. 

• When we remember how Burke's soul w!s har­
assed by private cares, chagrined by the unto-._ 
ward course of•public event-s, and .mortified by 
;egleet fr~m friends no less tha~ by virulent re-

- · proach from foes, tt makes us feel V'iry kindly 
'towards Brocklesby, to read what he wrot~ to 
Burke in 1788:- • • • • 
• • 

MY pRY JUAR FRI~DLMy ven~tion .of 
your public conduct for many years past, and my 
real affection for your private virtues and transcend-
ent worth, made me yeste~ay take a liberty with -., 
you in a moment's conversation at ~y house, to · 
make you an instant present of £1000, which for 
years past I had 'by will. destined as a testimony of 
my regar<P on my •<!ecea~e. this you• modestly 
desired me n~t t~ think of l but I told you what I 
now repeat, that unfavour·ed as I have lived for a 
long life, unnoticed professionally· by any partl ~ 
men, and though unknown at• court, I am rich tlfll' 
enough to spare to virtue (what others waste in vice) 
the above sum, and still reserve an annual income 
greater tb.an • I spend. I shall receive at the India 

• 
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Hous'ta. bill I have discounted for £1000 an the 4th 
of ne:lt•month, and then shall be happy that you 
will accept this proQf of my sincere-love and esteem, 

• and let rr1'f!' add, Si res ampltl. domi similisq:w •affediJJus 
esset, I should be happy to .repeat the like ~very. . 
fear. • 0 • 

' The mere transcription of the friendly man's 
good letter pas something of llbe effjct of an 
exercise of re~on. And it was only ooo of'"t 
series of find acts on the part of the same. gen- .,. 
ero'liS giver. • 

•It is"6.1WJ-YS interes!ing in the case of a great 
· man to )now how lee affected ·the women of hit 

• ac~uainfance. Women . do not• usual!y· judge 
character either so kindly or so soundly as men 

__, do, for they lack that know ledge of the ordeals of 
• practical life~ which gives both justice and charity 

to such verdicts. But they are more susceptible 
than most men are to .·c:&votio~ ·and nobility ·in 
char;:tcter~ The little group Iff the blu~-stockings 
of the day regarded th@ great ma.Jtet-of knowledge 
an1i eloquence with mixed feelings. They felt 
·for Burke the aaoring reverence that women 

~ . 
offer, with· too indiscriminate a trust, to men of 
commanding power. In his case it was the moral 

. . 
loftiness of his character that inspired . them, as 

• 
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much as tie splendour of his ability. Of Shfidan . , 
or of Fox they could not bear to hear; of Burke 
they eo~d not hear enQP.gh. ~ann~h Uore, and 
Mrs. Elizal>eth Carter, the learned translator of 
Epictetus, and Fanny Jurney, the author of .Eve.11 • •una and Cecilia, were all proud of his notice, ._ 
even while they glowed with anger at his sym­
P.athy wit\ .Am~rican rebels, his 'U-nkind words ··-about tne king, and his cruel pen~~cution of poor 

-Mr. Hastings. It -ias at Mrs. V esey'so evening 
parties, gi;en on the Tuesdays on which the crub 
dined at the" Turk'~ Head,'' that~ oft\M'had lmig 
chats with HaiiJlah Mor~. tShe had t\ forg~t 
what- she• called his political malefactions, before 
she could allow herself to admire his high spirits 
and go:od humour. This was after t4e events of ~ 
the Coalition, and her Memoirs, like the- (lhange • 
in the mind of tbe Dissenters towards Burke, 
show what a fall· that ac( <M faction was helieved 

• • I' 
to mark in his charact•er. Whelf he was rejected 
for BristOl, she nforallsed <>n the catastrophe b.J • 
the quaint reflection that Providence has wisefy 
contrived-to render all its dispmtsations equal, by ~ 

making those talents that set one man so much 
above anothe~ of no esteem in the opinion of those 
who are without them. · • , 
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MJss Burney has described her flutteY of spirits 
' ' when she first found herself in company with 

Burke (Jl82). I£ was a~ Sir J~shua's 4o~e on 
the top of Richmond Hill, and she telfs, with her 
~sual_effusion, how she wlfll impressed by Bltrke's 

0 
~ noble figure and commanding air, his penetrating • 

and· sonorous voice, his eloquent and copious 
language, the., infinite variety aJd rap1!ity of his .. 
discourse. Butke had something to say o11 every 

' · _; St!bject, :&om bits· of person~! gossip, up to the-­
.·: ... ~ sw"eeti and melting landscape that lay in all itS 

beauty befere ~eir w~dows on the terrace.· He 
was. pl al,ful, serioug, fa1ltastic, wise. When they • TJ • • 
next met, the great man completed hiS conquest 
by expressing his admiration of Evelina. Gibbon 

., assured he& that he• had read the whole five 
· volumes in a day ; but. Burke declared the feat ' 

was impossible, for he had him~elf read it through 
without interruption, ~~d it had cost him three . - . . 
days. He show~d his reglrd for the authoress in 
a more substantial way- than b;t compliments and 

• • criticism. His last act, before going out of office, 
•. in 17.83, was to -procure for Dr. Burney the ap­

pointme~t of organist at the chapel of Chelsea. 
We have spoken of the dislike cJ. these excel­

lent womea for Sheridan and Fox.· lir Sheridan's 

' 



VI • . \ ; SHERIDAN 1ND FOX 171 • 

ca&e Bulke did not much disagree wil)l them, 
Their chal'acte~ were as un}ike and as anti­
pathetie g.s those of llwo men could ~M; a.nd to 

. antipathy of temperament was probably added a 
• kind of rivalry that' may justly have 1ffect<!d 

one of them with an irritated humiliation. Sheri-. • 
dan was twent~ years ,younger than B~rke, and 
,Q.id not &>me into Parliament until Burke-- had 
fought the prolong~d battle of the American. war, · 

-:and had ~chieved tli.e victory of Economlc Reform. 
~ . .: . 
Yet Sheridan was immedjately taken ue, by !he·, 

.,party, and • became the jntimate ~nd mi'unsellor of 
Charles fox, its .leader, a;d ·of the Prince\r· W a~s, 
its ... patron. That Burke never failed to do full • 
justice to Sheridan's brilliant genius, or to bestow 
gener~us and unaffected praise on ltis oratorical ,.. 
successes, there is ample evidence. He was of far · 
too high and verAcious a nature to be capable of . . 
the dispa:J4lging tri~ks o£- a poor jealo'ijSy. The 

• • humiliation lay in the fact that circumstances 
'had placed Sherfdan in a • position that made it • • 
natural for the world to measure them with one 
another. Burke could no more like Sheridan ' 

~·than he could like the Beggar's Opera. Sheridan 
j"<:})._ad· a levit)\.a· want·-or·depth;--a-"laxity.Tand.dis­

persion of fe~ling, to- which- .. no,deg.ee,of.,intel. 
# • .. -
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lectul hlilliancy.could-reconcile-a-man!t~uclhPFO­
found moral-energy.and·social.con~iction"as-Burke. 

The ta~rnght will perh:l!>s occur to t_he• r~ader 
that Fox was not less lax than Sheridan, and yet . 

_for F<!'Jt.-Burke long had th\ since!est frie!l~<lshlp. • 
oHe w;.as dissolute, indolent;-irregular,-and~the-most 
insensate· -gambler- that. ever- squ:ndered fortune 
after fortune over the faro-table. It walhis-.vice{i. 
~s.-much as- .his.~politias.that~-made' ... Georie Ill 

. hate Fox ·-as.-.an,.eEnglish",Caiiline. IJ.ow came-. . . . 
Burke to accept a man of this character, first" for . - . 
his disci~~the~ for hi~ friend, and next for his. 
leader 1 /The answe' is a simpl~ one. Jn spite 

• - of the disorders of his life, Fox, from the time 
. . when his acquaintance with Burke began, down 
4 

to the time ~hen it c;me to such disastrou~ end, 
and for long years afterwards, was"te"the-bottom . 
of his_heart. as, passionatet;for-freedom,.justice,~and 
l:l~n,~p_c~oo.e, asJ3111k~.~~r,;w~- These.gre!J,t •. ends · · 
were as real, as ~;:.op,stant, as overmasteting,.in-,,Eox . . . . 
ts.~hey_.w~rej·Il· Burke.. No man was ever more 
deeply imbued with the generous impulses of great 

' states~anship, with chivalrous courage, with· the 
magnificent spirit of, devotion to high imposing 
causes. These qualities, we may be_aure, and not 
his power a8'a debater and as a declaimer, won for . ' • 
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hirp. in rke's heart the admiration wl;ricll/found 
snch splendid ~xpression in a passage that will 
rema"ln. as a stock pie•e of declamatiOJJ. for long 

• . generations after it was first poured out as a sin-
• cere tribute of reveren~e and affection. Pr)cisiane, 

like ·Lafayette, might choose to see their patriotic• 
hopes ruined rather than have them saved by 

J.1irabeal!_ beca~se Mirabeau wa!l •a debauchee. 
;A:tturke's -public,mor.ality. was_ ?f _s~g~t()r_._.s.p_~~:~nd 
-he--loved ~.Fox.,,.beca.use , he -knew/,,that_,_mnder .. ,the 

• - J ... ....-·-···-- .. -. ~- -~· -~ - '---~·: ,.,.~,~·.:: ••• ·-:.'-.-:.-: -~ • ••• : • .,~~-;,...:--~ ;.._-o- --· •• 

stains and~blemishesJeft.-bl.a.deplorable,e.ducl!-tion, 
• was the sterling;inexhaustible,o•!3·.ID. ~~lghA;~.o"ble 
sympat~ies are.subtly c~mp~nded wit,respl~n­
den·t powers. 

If he was warmly attached to his political 
friends, Burke, at least bef~re the R~olution, was'­
usually on fair terms in private life with his 
political opponents. There were few men whose . . 
policy he ,slisliked ~ore tmn he disliked 1he policy 
of George Grenville. • And we ~ave seen that he 
criticised Gr~nvllle in a pamphlet which did not 
spare him. Yet Grenville and he did not refute 
one another's hospitality, and• were on the best til' 

terms to the very end. Wilberforce, again, was 
one of the itaunchest friends of Pitt, and fought 
one of tlie greatest electioneering baitles on Pitt's 

• 
, 
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side i\ the struggle of 1784 ; but it made 'o differ-• ' . 
ence in Burke's relations with him. In 1787 a 

', ~ 

coldness Q.;<>se between theVL Burke had d!il~ered 
a strong invective against the · French Treaty. 
Wilbe~orce said, " We can 9nake allowance for' the • 

.,honourable gentleman, because we remember. him 
in better days." The retort greatly nettled Burke, • 
but the feeling soon passed away, and .they bot~ 
found a special ~atisfaction in the dinner to•which 
Wilberforee invited Burke exery session. "He-=­
was· a great man," says Wilberforce. • .. I could 
.never und~tan<J.how a\ one time he grew to be • 

. • "It I .- • . ao. entue,J neg ecteu:- ·. ~ . 
0 

• Outside of both political and li~erary circles, 
among Burke's correspondents was that wise and 

-'honest traveJier whose name is as inseparably 
bound up .. with . the preparation of the French 
Revolution, as Burke's is bol\lld up with its 
sanguinarv climax and fti-nilment. Arthur Young, ., ~ . . 
by his Farmer's tetters, an'a Farmer's. Calendar, 
and. his account of his travels •in •the southern 
<!'o~nties of England and elsewhere-the story of 

..._, the more famous tl'avels in France was not. pub­
lished until 1792-had won a reputation as the 
best informed agriculturist of his day• Within a 
year of his Jlettlement 'at Beaconsfield,· we find . ' ' 

• 
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Bur.ke W! ing to consult Young on the m_ysteries 
of his new occu~ion. The reil-der- may smile as 
he rec~gni~es the ardour,ethe earnestness, otke fervid 
gravity of the political speeches, in ietters which 

• disc~ss the merits of clrrots in fattening Plrkers~ 
and the precise degree to which they should be • . . 
boiled. Burke throws himself just as eagerly into • white ~e~ and Indian corn, into .c8.bbages that • 
grow into head and c.abbages that shoot into leaves, 

---m_to expe;iments w.ith pumpkin seed "and wild . . 
parsnip, as if they had been details of the Stamp 

' "' . .,_ . - . 
.A-ct, or justice to Ireland. Whiln he-"complains 
that it ~ scarcelf- possibl; for•him, with \is nurp.­
erous avocations, to get his servants -to enter fully · 
into his_ views as to the ~ight treatment of his 
crops, we can easily understand tha~ his farming '­
did not help him to make money. _ It is im­
possible that he skould have had time or-attention . . 
to spare fQ~ the effe"tual direction of evev a small 

• • farm. • • • 
Yet if tl~e"farm brough~ scantier profit than.i: 

ought to have brought, it .. was .;probably.; no __ weak 
solace in .the .. 'Qac~g~oJ~n9,, ... oLJ~.:.Ufe_.oLbarassing .. 
i~terests~and--perpetuaL disappointments. Burke 
~as happier .at Beaconsfield -than -anyw:here-else, 
ahd he was happiest- there when. hi._ house was 

' • > • 

• 



• 176\ · ·~RKE . o
0 
l· ... ~HAP, 

fulldo.f.,.~ests,,~,N othing pleased him tl\ter tha~ . 
to drive a visitor <lver to Winds~ where he would 
exp~tiaoo•with enthusiasm ,; on the p~outl. -:Keep, 
rising in the majesty of proportion, and girt with: · 
\be d'uble belt of its kinJred and coeval to~ers, • 

• overseeing and guarding the subjected land:" He 
delighted to point out the house at Uxbridge . 

·· whe~e Charre~ I. had carried on • the ~gotiatioi»J . 
with the Pa~liamentary Qonimissioner~; the 
beautiful" grounds of Buls}rode, whe.,re Judgr=" 
JeffJtie~ had once lived; and the churchyard of 

• t - • ,.· 

Beacons~~d, wkere la~ the remains of Edmunll 
'faller;.the poet. :fte was fond oi talking of great 
statesmen-of Walpole, of Pulteney, and- o£ 

-Chatham.. Some one had said that Chatham 
41' knew nothitlg whate;er except Spenser's. FaeryJ 

Queen. '' No matter how that ·was said," Burke 
replied to one of his visitors, " whoever relishes . . 
and 'rEm~s Spenser as 11e ought .to b~ read, will 

0 . • . 
have a strong hold of the En:glish language." The 

• • • 
delight of the host must have been at least . . . . . . 
equalled by the delight of the guest in conversation 

.... that' was thus ever taking new turns, branching 
into topical surprises, and at all turns . and.,.pn 
. eyE2XY~~,tp,pi9.W~§J!lrninOUS;··high,,egJffing,.full. . 

. No gues6 was more welcome tha~ the friend of 
~ • + • • 
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his boyho<il.~nd Rfchard Shackleton has told. bow 
the friem1ship, co~:lity, and openness wit~ which 
Burke-etnbraced · W3i even "more th~ll might 
be expecte~ from long love. The simple Quaker 
was <!onfused by the sig4lt of what seemed tj him • 

• so sumptuous and worldly a life, and he went to • 
rest uneasily, doubting whether God's blessing 
~uld · go •j.th it~ But when he y-oke on the 
morrow"bf his first visit, he told lfis wife, in the 

-knguage of his sect, ~ow glad he was." te find no 
condemnation ; but on the contrary, ability to put 
~ fervent petitions with m~ch te~dern~ ~n be-

. half of this great luminary~ tt,if! •. at;::Q.i~£multfJ. 
home.tbal ,we~like ebest to~think,,of~Burke. it is 
still a touching picture to the historic ilnagination 
to follow him from the heat and viol~ce of the ' 
House, where imp~tient squires derided the greatest 

.. ::--genius of his time, down to the calm shades of 
~:~Bea:con::;fi,l:lld, where-.J;te. would .with b.is,ow~).ands 
· give. food ~.a .~tarvfu.g .begga_r,,_~--Pl~.~~2.UtJt._¥> a 

peasant sick of~the~ague;;:wliere he would talk of 
the weather, the turnips, and the hay with th: • 
team-men and the farm-bailiff; and-·.where,,in the 
~vening stillness, he would_ pace the,walk~under 
.ibe trees, and reflect on the state of-Europe and 
' . 
the distracllions· of his country. • 

N I 



0 CHAPTER VII 

THE NEW 1\n.~ISTRY-WARREN HisTIN~-BURK:(S . . . 
PUBLIC POSITION _.... 

TliE six years which followed·:.the destruction of 
the C'OalMion ~ere, ill some ~espects, the mo~t 
~ortifyrng portio~ of Burke\ troubled career. 
Pitt was more firmly seated in power than Lord 
North had ever been, and he used his power to 

*' carry out ~policy ag~inst which it was impossible 
for the Whigs: on their own priJ?-ciples, to offer an 
effective resistance. For this ts the peculiarity of 
the ki~'s first victory ~ver • the en~mjes who·had 
done obstinate btttle with him for nearly a quarter. 
of a century. He n.ad driven tl:!em out of the 

· .• ~eld, but with the aid of an ally who was as · 
strongly hostile to the royal system as .they had 

· ever been. The king . had .vfudicated,.,bis. right 
against . the Whigs.,. to_.. cho()se ·-his k ~wn .. ministers ; 
but--the yew. minis~r--was -himself.·a.-,Whig by 

' • 
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descen. t, tfld a r ormer by· his ·education· and 
. . . 

personal disposit" . · • 
Irelll.xd was the subjact of the first ~&~ battle 

• between the ministry and their opponents. . Here, 
if anjwhere, we might ~ave expected from j3urke • :i 

• 
at least his usual wisdom and patience. We ~aw • 
in a previous chapter (p. 33) what the political 
qpnditio;t tat' Irel~nd was when Bur went there 
with Hamilton in 1763. The American war had . . 

"'""!!rought about a gr~at change. The !ling had 
shrewdly ~redicted that if America became fr~e . ... . 
JJeland would soon follow the sall¥l plait' and be a 

• • • 
separate ~tate. ln· fact;·along~th.,the America:Q. 
war we had~to.encounter .an-.,Irish.waralso; but 
the latter was, as an Irish :eolitician called it at ' 
the time, a smothered war. Like the-Americans, 
the.Anglo-Irish entered into non-importation com­
pacts, and they interdicted commerce. The Irish • 
v.ohinteers, Jirst fortl> • thel! sixtz, and at. last a 
hundred thousand strong, were virtually an army 

• • enrolled to overawe the English ministry and 
. . . 

Parliament. FolloWing the spirit, if not the actual 
path, of the Americans, they raised a cry for 
commercial and legislative . independence. They 
were too stroqg to be resisted, and in 1782 the 
Irish -Parliament acquired the privilege .of -initiat. , . . 

• 
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ing and'conducting its own b iness, ~thout-'the ·• ' . ... . . . 

·. sanction or contr~l either. oft Privy Council or 
of the ~Hsh Parlia~ent. Dazzled bY. the<tJhance 

. of acquiring legislative ·independence, they had 
_ • :been ton tent with the co\nparatively small· com~ 

1 ·~·"""'' . . • . • 

··o mercial boo~s obta:ined .by Lord Nugent and Burke 
in 1778, and with the removal of further restric­
tions by th~alarmed minister •in tbl followiJ:~g 
year. . After tte concession of their independence 
in 1782,"thei found that to ~rocure the aboliti~ 
of the ·remaining rest~icti~Iis oir their c~mmerce-.::__ . - . . 
the rightof traele, for instance, with America aDj. 

• • .·.Africa-the conse~ of the Engl~h legislature was 
··as necessary as it had ever been. Pitt,"fresbArom · 
~ the teaching of Ad~m .Smith~.and .... of .. Shelburne, 

bro1:1ghti.. fOI'warq i11~ J18J> .. .Qis_famous.,commercial 
.propositions ... Tl;le.theory _oLhis".scheme was that 

-.. Irish trade should be free, and that Ireland should . . . . 
" be admitted to a.pernfane~t.participa,ion in com-

mercial advantages. In return for this gain, after . .. . 
her hereditary revenue passed a certain point, she .. . 

. was to devote the surplus to p-urposes, such as the 
maintenance of the navy, in which the two nations 
had a common interest. Pitt was to be . believed 
when he declared that of all the. objects of his 
political :ne this w~, in his opinion, the· most 

• t 
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importa:a11 that had ever engaged in~and he 
never expected . eet another .that should rouse-
every eltlo,ion in so str®g a degree as thll. 

A_ furious battle too\ place in the Irish l>arlia-• 
• ment. There, while nopody could deny tl!t the • 

eleven propositions would benefit the merca)ltile • 
interests of the c~untry, it was passionately urged 
.aat the.,l~ of the propositions, t,«t which con­
cerned the apportio.nment of Irish revenue to 

i!nperial purposes, Ill'eant the enslavemen"t of th¥ii 
unhappy island.- 'Their fetters, they went ou. we;e 
\lenched, if the English novernfllent w,S to be ... .. 
allowed ~us to t..ke the initiative in Irish legisla-
tion. The factious course pursued by the English 
Opposition was much less eJcusable than the line ·, 
of the Anglo-Irish leaders. Eox, wh<J was osten­
tatiously ignorant of political eCOJ?.Omy, l~d". the 
cl!!!rge,. He insiSted thaJ; Pitt's meas1,1.res. would 
an~ihilate • English • trade~ wo.Ud,,.d_estJ~Py the 
Navigation L~ws,. and witp them would bring 
our maritime strength to the ground. Havi~. 

thus won ihe favour of the English manufacturers, 
he turned round to the Irish Opposition, and con­
ciliated them by declaring with equal vehemence 
that the pro~sitions were an insult to Ireland, 
and a nefa~ious attempt to Jamper wilfl her new- . . 

, . 
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born lib41rties. Burke followed s. leadezO 
0
We may 

almost. say that for once he a ed his political 
integrit.j -to be bewildered. In 1778. afta 1779 . 

.. • he had firmly resisted· thG pressure his me!can:-. 
tile c~stituents in Bristol.had endeavoured to put • 

. .., upoj h~ ; he had warmly supported the Irish 
claims, and had lost his seat in c~nsequence. The 

~ precise grou~ which he took up in 1715 :-as thi9. . 
... He appears to have discerneD. in Pitt's proposals 

th~ ger~ .c)f an attempt to extract rev~nue froC 
I~ela~, identical in p~rpose, p~inCiple, and prob­
able eff.ct wit}, ~he e1er-memorable attempt· tl 
e:xtract revenue from the Alllerican .colonies. 
Whatever stress may be laid upon this, we find it 

~hard to yindicate Bu,ke from the charge of fac­
tiousness. ~othing can have been more unworthy 
of him than tJ:te sneer at Pitt in the great speech 
on the Nabob of Arcot'sJiebts (i. 785), for stopping 
to picktUp chaff \nd st!-aws.f•om the I~h revenue 
instead. of checking profligate ~penditure in . ' . 

• ~dia. 
Pitt's alternative was irresistible. Situated as 

Ireland was, she must either be the subservient 
instrument of English prosperity, or else she must 
be allowed to enjoy the benefit~ of.£nglish trade, 
taking at llhe same t~e a proportionate share of . 
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the co~n bur ens. .Adam Smith ha~ shown 
that there was ing incompiJtible with justice 
in a CO'llt~ibution of heland to the p1!\1ij.C debt 
.of ~reat Britain. Tlfat debt, he argu~d, had. 

• been contracted in support of the gove4tment 
established by the Revolution ; a governlllent • 
to which the Protestants of Ireland owed not 
~nly thJl ~hole ·authority they en/JYed in their 
own country, but eyery security they possessed 
~r their • liberty, property and religion. ~he 
neighbourhood of Ireland to the shores of the • • • 
\nother country introduc~d a~, Ellement jnto the 
problem,. that must have taught every unim­
passioned observer that the .American solution 
would be inadequate for a. dependency lying at\, 
our very door: Burke could not, ina his calmer 
moments, have failed to recognise all this. Yet 
he lent himself t6 the ~arty cry that Pitt was 
taking his ~rst measvres fofl the re-enslav001ent of 

• • 
Ireland. Had it not been for' what he himself 

. . . . 
called the delirium of the preceding session, atyi. 
which had still not subsided, he would have seen 
that Pitt was in truth taking his first measures for 
the effective deliverance of Ireland from an unjust 
and oppressivl6 subordination. The same delirium · 
committed' h~ to a~other ~ually deplvrable per-

• . 
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· versity,,when he opposed, with as mart.excesses 
in temper as falllicies in state anship, the wise .. 
treaty rPith France, in which Pitt partilny•antici- ~ 

.pated the commercial pol~cy of an ampler t!eaty '; 
three-\ uarters of a" centurt. afterwards. • 

:~-'lilt ;.. great ~pisode in Burke's career now opened. 
It was in -1785 that Wau.e;~;t~~~-tip.,.g~.- ,returned 
from India 'a'\er a series of exploits as tto~entolli 
and far~reaching, for good qr evil, as have ever. 
bt::en · ac~ieved by any English ruler. .For:,;yeatf 
B,urkl- had.b.e.en.·w:a~hin,g.Jn'tlia. With· rising 

-<:!' wonder,. amazeiment, Jl>nd indignation he hal 
-.~:--steadily followed lhe long traia of intygue and 

~~· "· crime that had ended in the consolidation of a 
"'~ 

~new empire. With tlte return of Hastings he felt 
that the tiiAe had come for striking a severe blow, 
and making a signal example. He"g~y_~,~~()tice 
(Jl!ne 1785) that heWOlJ.ld,-at a -future -day, make 
a l!lotioo ~espectlng tfte c~Il,duct of. a. gentleman 
just re~urned from India. • 

( •, Among minor co~sideratior:s, we have to re­
member that Indian affairs entered materially into 

... the great· battle of parties; It was upon an Indian 
];~ill that . the lat€ !llinistry had made shipwreck 

4 It was notoriously by the aid of .potent Indian 
interests ~at the n\w ministry had acquired a 

~ . 
• 
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portion j1l its mafority. To expose the YJ.isdeeds 
of our agents ili.·~ndia was at .once to strike the 
minist'er ~o had dextm-ously secured tli'tir sup-
.port, and to attack one;:>f the great strongl\olds of 

• parli~mentary corruptiop. The proceedings lgainst "'~' 
Hastings were, in_ the :first instance, regarded .fl.S a • ·· · 
sequel to the struggle over Fox's East India Bill . 
.rhat th~s:•considerations were pre,tnt in Burke's 
thought there ·is no, doubt, but they were purely 

• l'econdary. It was India itself-that ,stood.-above 
all.eise in·· hiS'imlgination;;. I.t. had :filled hlS.Il14td · 

\.n,d absorbed .his .. time.- 'i.b.ile •. ,.~tt was. still an : •.• ~. : 
. ""-t 

undergrleduate a~ Cambridge, and Burke was look- · 
ing forward to match his plan ~f economic reform ·:_.-_· 

./with a greater plan of IDJlian reform. · In ~the\ 
)~J[inth- Report, · the -Eleventh-~ Report;• and"<<iir' his 

speech on·the India·Bill-oh1:.783, fhe,,had ~shown 
both .. how .-thoroughly il:e·eb_ad--:mastered-<.the :.:facts, 
and how profoundly.t~ey l!ad.swrred.his-~ense-of 
wrong. The lllasterpiece kpow:t;~. as the speech on 

• 
the Nabob of Arcot's debts, delivered in Parl~~ " 
ment on a motion for papers (1785), handles 
matters of a~count, of interest turned into prin­
cipal, and principal superadded to principal ; it 
deals with a._ hundred minute technicaliti,es of • 
teeps and tuncaws, of go~tahs and•soucaring; .. 

• 
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all with., such a suffusion of ll:jterest abQ colour, 
with such nobility.of idea and el}lressicm, as could . 
only h.VE!' come from the -addition to ~erdus of a • 
deep ~orality of Iiature,0and an~o:v:erw,helming. •. 0 • 
force._.oLconviction. A ~ace less than one of • 

OD theae pages contains such a picture of the. devasta- • 
t!on of the .Carnatic by Hyder .Aji, as may fill the 
young oratot'~r the young writer witl! • t~e sam<9 
emotions of ·enthusiasm, emulation, and despair .. 
that torment the artist whcf first gazis on th~ .. . 
M;,ad<Wna at Dresden, gr the figures of Night and 
Dawn aQd the ~~ero~ at Florence. The despai/, ., 
is only too well founded. No •consciolls study •,.: 
could pierce .the secret of that· just and pathetic 

4transition from the ~avoc of Hyder Ali to the ., 
healing duaes of a virtuous government, to the 
consolatory celebration of the mysteries of justice 
and humanity, to the ~arning to the unlawful 
credito~ to silerJGe th~ir ~~auspicious.tongtie; in 
presence of the holy. work of ;estgration, to the 

. . J;Jenerous proclamation against them that in every 
·country . the .first creditor is the plough. The 
emotions making the hidden force of such pictures. 
come not by observation. . They grow from the 

) "tsedulous meditation of long years,.directed by a 
:;. powerful ~tellect aD4 inspired by an interest in 

• 
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• human Ffll-being. which of its own vir~ue bore 
the orator into tte sustaining .air of the upper 
gods. On~entrated passion and exhaustiovftknow-

. ledg~ have never enterjd into a more fodridable 
:. combination. Yet when.Burke made his spJch on • 

the Nabob of Arcot's debts, Pitt and Gren'!:ille • 
consulted together whether it was warth answer-

• • r. 
~ng, an<1, c!me to the conclusion t)rat they need 
not take the trouble .. . .. 
. N eithe1: the scornful neglect of his opponents 
nor the dissensiorfs of so~e who sat on his own .... 
side, could check the arqpur wi•h · whic~ Burke 

• pressed em; as he said, to the relief of afflicted 
nations. The,~fact-is;-.that..Burke."'" w;as,not .. at •. all 

·: a_philanthropist- as,~.Clar~on .... -~nd- ... ,Wilberforce\ 
were philanthropists" , His sympat~y was. too 
strongly under the control of true~politicaLreason. 
rn 1780, for instance, the;,l'!lave-trade had attracted 
h~ attenti~n, and he.h,\ld e~en p•oceeded ~ sketch 
out a code .of regulations providing for its . . 
immediate mitigation and ultimate suppressioi~ 
After mature consideration he abandoned the 
attempt, from the conviction that the strength 
of the West India interest would defeat the ut­
most efforts if his party. And he was quite.> . · 
right in ref!].sing to hope fro;n any poli•ical action· .. _, 
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• what co~d only_ be effected af~r the JO.~al pre-
paration of the b11lk of the nation. .And ... "direct 
moral · fr • philanthropic -apostleship ...-wis~~ot ~his 
function. 1 • 0 . . . 

MI!Olaulay,_ in .. a 3amoi~'~~6pasjla_.g~,~,oJA!tzzling 
lust.r~. a:nd. fine hi_storic _colour, , gescril:>.e"s_,.~}1!:Jse's 
holy rage a!minst the,misdeeds of.~ Hastings. as_ due 

~ . . ~ 
to .his_ sensibllijy: .• ,. .. But. sensibility:,,.t9-;wna_t;? ·No~ 

merely to those common impressions of human 
. ' 

suffering which kindle the fl.a~e,.of ordiJ:J.ary ph~ 
al!thr~py, always attr¥tive, often so benefic~nt, 
but- ofte~ so capr!gious,. and so laden with sec:r:e~, 
detriment. This was no part ~f BU:r~'s type. 
}'~or is it enough ,to say· that Burke had what is 
,the distinctive mark_ of the true statesman, a 
passion for•good, wise, and orderly government. 
He had that in the strongest degree. All that 
wore the look of confus~n he held in abhorrence; 

· and he- detected •the ~eed~ "f confusi.m with a 
pemetration that mad~ other mep. mj.rveL He was 

.fa,r too wise a man to have any sympathy with the 
energetic exercise of power f?r power's sake. :ge 
knew .well thaLtriumpht,L of,. ,violence.<are for 
the most part little better•·than temporary,.,make-. 
shifts,.leaving all the work of go~rnment"to be 
encounter~- afterwa~s by :inen of essentially 

• 
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greater ciPlcity than the hero of force without 
scruple.• ~ut he regarded those whom lie called· • • 

" the grea-t bad men of ¥he old stamp, C1imwell, 
.Richelieu, •the Guis~s, tfe Condes, with a 'ertain 

. tolerance, because "though the virtues ol such• 
-~men were not to be tA:en as a balance to their • 

crimes, yet they had long views, and sanctified 
their am~ion by aiming at the orddJ.y rule, and 
~ot the • destruction of their country." What he 
~ued ;wa.s the deep,seated order of systrlms that 
worked by the lt<lcepted uses, opinions, beliefs, 

" prejudi~es of a community.• • . • • . 
; . This Love of r~ht and :tabl!"order wa: not all 
That was itself the growth from a deeper root, 

. partly of conviction and partly of sympathy; the\ 
...;. conviction· of the rare and difficult co~unctures of 
·~circumstance which are needed for the formation .. 

of even the rudest forms of social union among 
• 

. ma"nkind ; and then the sympathy that ijte best 
. . . . . 

men must always find it hard to withhold from . -
any hoary fabric • of belief, and any venerated 
system of government that has cherished a certalri• 
order and shed even a ray of the faintest dawn 
among. the violences and the darkness of the 
race. It--was. reverence .. rather- than-sensibility, 
a !!!? p~e ~;L.gd philosophic.· co~ervatism '.'Jitther --than 

• • 
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:philanthropy,.,which~.rai~ed~the ~tornf i~ Burke's 
~reast against the!apacity of En~lish. a~y%nturers 
in.Jn~t·and ,.the, imperijtl~cn. 'mes~ of IJ;astings. 
Exactf~ the same tide o' emotion w~ich after­
'wards0filled to the brim the cup of prophetic· 
anger against the desecrators of the Church- and 
the· monarchy of France, now poured itself out 
against. tho~ _who. in.,India -haa.~~to~~eO.:~_abouti. 
subver-ted,- and. torn. to,7pieces, asc.,if~~it,,were in the 
gambols~~ of ,l:>9yisl! .unll!qhlDJ3SS .. and .!l)alice,_ t~. 
most established.rights.and .tb most.a~cient and 

• ~ d . t't t~ f d t' , . mos~ .. rev~re .1ys 1 u 1ons. o ,.,ages-:ran ":nawns .. ~ 
From b:ginni~g 61 end of the fourteen .years i~~ 
which Burke pursued·his campaign against Hast..:. 
'ings, we see in every page that the India which· 
ever glowei before 'bls vision was not· the . home 
of picturesque usages and melodramatic costume, 
but rather, in his own words, the land of princes; 

. . . ~ 
once ot great dignity, ~uthority, and o:eulence j"of. 
an ancient and v:nerable pri~sthood, the guides of 
the people while living, and their • consolation in 
·~eath; of a nobility of antiqUity and renown; of 
millions of ingenious ... mechap,.ics, •. and .• -wilJiops ..• of: 
diligent .tillers .oC the,eart4~;-~ft_Il.<l,1ll!!Jly,~_.!il:I.E!-land 
where might be found almost all the religions . ..... 
professedJ>y men~the BrahminicaJ, the ·Mussul· 

. ' . 
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man, the ::tastern and the Western Christian. 
· W.hen le •published his speech on the ~abob of • • 

Arcot, Burke prefixed ~ it .an admirabJ.~~quota-
~ion from o~e of the letttrs of the Emper~r ulian. 
And ·Julian too, as we all know, had a trong • 

:feeling for the past. B~ what in that remarkable 
·. figure was only the sentimentalism o~eaction; in. 
- ~urke wa~ Jl. reastmed and philosoph1<! veneration 

for all o,d and settled order, whether in the free 
-~rliamen~ of Great. Britain, in the ancient abso­
lutism of Versailles, or in the secular poinp of 

' . 
~" Oude and the inviolable sanctity. of Benare87 tlie 
_ .. h~ly city.and the .garden ofGoe!!- • 

It would be out of place here to attempt ti) 
· follow the details of the c<imPC!lC~W!}!lt. . Every, 

• reader has heard that great tale in liUr history, 
·and everybody knows that it W\18-Bnrlre's.tenacity 

and power-,that.,Ca\lsed,the.,tl!Je,"'t9;rt-~ .told. The 
,. .. . 

House of Commons would• not, it is trui, have . . .. 
directed that Hastings• should be impeached, un-• . 
less Pitt had given" his sanction and approval, and 
how it was that Pitt did give his sanction an~· 

'. approval so suddenly and-on grounds ostensibly 
so slender, remains one of the secrets of history. 
In no case would the impeachment have been 

,... . 
pressed upon Parliament by the Oppoil.tion, and 

• 
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assented to by ~inisters, if Burke h\\ not been 
there with his pr~digious industv, his. c~mmal}d-

~g to prehe~siv~ vi~io~ his b~. rnin~ . ~al, a~d 
his p er of kmdling m ~en so different from him 

•and · om one another as Fox, Sheridan, Windham; 
Grey, a zeal only less inte\se than his own. • 
. It.was-in the spring of··l,786~that ~the .. articles 
of.charge ~-- Ilastings!s "high--c:M.mes ;lhd-<,IJ!il'!de.-. . . 
m~anours; as Burke had.drawn.them,,,_.w,e~:e,..,pre-

;~e.nted~.to-.t~e-"House "of~,C(\lllmons .. !t was-~ 
· F.~l>m~r.y_l'7e88~that Burke opElll.ed the yast,hause • 
i~-~e .. old .hist_oric .. h~ll.J~,t,~~~i~i~S~J,_.jn an· 
dration •in which-=tLt p~ints he :-as wou~d up to , 

· spch a pitch of eloquence and passion that every ~ ~ 
(l~stener, ·including the great criminal, held his 

breath in !ijl agony of horror; that women were 
carried out fainting; that the speaker himself be~ 
came incapable of saying another word, and the 
spectaijprs of the scene ·began to wonder--whether • • • he .. would not, liKe the cmighty.ChathaD},,Jl..ctually 

• 
die. in the. exertion :c.of -.his"oyet:w.~e!!SE:!~::PPlV~rJ!. 

•l.mong the illustrious crowd who thronged West.:.,~~ 
minster Hall in the opening days of the impeacli-.: 
~ent was Fanny Burney. She was then in her - ·. 
odious bondage at court, and was anim~"ted by ,: · . . .. ~. 

the admi~;ation and pity for Hastings that at_:_
4 

. . -~ 
~., 
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court was th\ fashion. Windham used to come 
u:N"rom ~h\., box ~f the manager~ of the i~peach­
ment to .tall over with ber the inciden~ lf the 
day, and sh~ gave him her. impressio~s of 1\rke's , 
~peecli, which were probably those of the m~ority 
~f his hearers, for the m~jority were favourable to 
Hastings. " I told him," says Miss Bty!ley, " that 

. . . . 
])Jr. Burke•i opening had struck m,e ·with the 

. . 
highest admiration of his powers, from the elo-
q~nce, ~he. imagination, the fire, the diversity of 

. expression, and ~M ready flow of language '!!t~ 
which he seemed gifted, in a mosa superiw man­

• - . ner, for a~y and e.very purpose to which rhetoric 
··could lead." ".And when he came to his t~ 

narratives," I continued, "1hen he related the 
particulars of those dreadful murders, he-interested, 
he engaged, he at last overpowered me ; I felt my 
cause lost. I could hardly.keep on my seat. My 
eye8 dreade~ a singl~ ~lan~e to~ards a n!'an so 
accused as Mr. {Iastings ; I w.anted to sink on the 
floor, that they mig"ht be saved so painful a sight,.. 

· i.had no hope he could clear himself ; not another 
wish in his . favour -remained. But when from 
this narration Mr. Burke proceeded .to his own 
commen'ts and ~eclamati~n-when the charges of 
rapacity, cruelty; tyranny, wer~ general, tftld made 

0 
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with all the violence of personal det~station, and p 0 . 
continued and qggravated witi,out jtny furlJ!er 
fact~-\tlustration; the~t~ ~here appe~,ed> more of 
stud than of truth, m<Jre of invective than of 

t . • 0 

justi~ ; and, in short, so ,$ittle of proof to so ·mucl:~ . 
of passion, that in a very short time r began to 
lift up m~head, my seat was no longer uneasy, 

• • • my eyes we.re indifferent which way tn~y lookeg, 
or wha~ object caught them, and before I was my- , 
self aware of the declensiontlf Mr. Bu~m's po~;rs'~ 
~v~ my feelings, I f~nd mysl!lf a mere spectator 
in a p~blic pla~~ and.looking all around it, with 
my opera-glass in my hand ! " • • 

f"' In 1795, seven years after Burke~s opening, the 
Iprds"were ready with their.v:.erdiGt .. -. It had.Jong' 

• 'Q~en.anti~Jipated .... Hastirigs_was~~<;qJtitted... This ' . 
was .. the -close- of -the-fourteen .years ofJab.our, from 

J . -

the.date.oLthe,Select,.{Jommitte.e,of,.;l-781 ...• "If I 
were tOO call for I' re-\\rard,~' .Burke saw, "it would 
be for th~ services. in whi!}h,_,fQ!.JQy,rt~~!.l. .. Years, · 

•• without intermission, I showed the.most industry 
ai_ld l:t!t9. t!J.e)e_!!>S.L~.Ilecess .. , .. I-mean the affairs of 
India ; they are those on which I value myself 
the most ; most for the. importance ; most for the 

·labour ; most for the judgment.; most for coh· 
stancy 1111d persev~ance in the pursuit." •· · ·· 
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~· . Tlie,:~e.th~tjs.~~f~!l.E~i.~J!,.,~,J>~r.ti9WitrJssue, · 
I~ften .. -vi~OTIOl\S. on the.wide .• and·~generaL.,out­
come. i.oo\ing back ar«oss the years t11at'divide 
:us f:om that memoraltle scene in W est\nster • 

• Hall, we may see that;.~urke had more Sliccess 
than at first appeared. If he did not conVict 
the man, he overthrew a system, ajild stamped 

~. . . 
its prin~iptes with lasting censure and shame. 

·-.Burke had perhaps a silent conviction _that it 
• · ""'uld hav.e been better for us and for India if 

Clive' had succeedM in hi~ attempt to blow out 
' -. his own brains in the Ma<Fas cOttnting-~use, or 

if the ba~le of I'lassey had been~ decisive defeat 
. instead of a decisive victory. "All these circu~ 

stances," he once said, in reference to the results · 
of the investigation of the Select Com~ittee, " are· 
not, I confess, very favourable to the idea of our 
attempting to govern India at all. But there we·. 
are': there .we are p~~ed 1lJ thj Sovereigft Dis­
poser, and we. must do the best we can in our 
situation. The sit~ation of ~an is the preceptor. • • 
of his duty." If that situation is better under-
stood now than it was so long ago, and that 
duty more loftily conceived, the result is d~e, so 
far .!I-s such res~lts can ever be due to one man's 
action apart from the conflu~ce of the -deep im• 

-
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person!il ele~ents of time, to the seedB '6f justice 

a~d h~~amty tbat were sow• . by /!!.urke Atd 
his a4jo~:ates .. No?o~y•now ?eheve\ t!Jat. Cl~ve 
was ~stifled m triCkin~ OmiChund by · fgrgmg · 
anot~r man's name; t~t Impey was justified. 
in hanging N uncomar for committing the very 
offence fo~hich' Clive was exc11sed or applauded 
although f~rgery is no grave crime s~CJ>rding oo 
Hindo.~ usage, and it is the gravest according to 
English usage ; that Hasti~s did weU. in sell~g /•.:.. 
¥u~lish troops to assijt in the •exterminatio~ of ~- •- . 
brave ieople ,.ith w~om he was at peace; that 

. CIO 
Benfield did well in conniving- -·With aB Eastern 

~ince in a project . of extortion against his sub­
jects. The whole <4ift of opinion has changed, 
"and it is si!J.ce the trial of Hastings that the change 
has taken place. · The question in Burke's time 

. was whether oppression and corruption were to 
contiJ!Ue to be Jibe guidipg maxims.of 'English 
policy. · The personal disinterestedness of the . . 

.e\uler who had been the chief founder of this policy; 
and had most" openly set aside all pretence of 
righteous principle, was dust in the balance. It 

·was impossible to suppress the policy without 
striking a deadly blow at its m~t eminent. and 
powerfule instrumeat. That Hastings was ac-

• 



-. -. .-. . . . 
VII e Eitll'EOT OF THE drPEACHMENT 197 ... 

. ~U::::( !:~::::"\.~~: .~:· .~m:.:; 
impresstv~.'force-the gr-eat lesson that lsiatics 
.have.rights, and that E!ropeans have oblig\ions; • 

• that a superior race is bound to observe the lfl.ghest • • 

current morality of the time in all its dealings 
with the subject race. Burke is entitled to our . . - . 
~asting teV"erence as thee first apostle and great 
upholder of integrity, mercy, and honout.in the 

.., :t:t!lation be.tween his eountrymen and their humble 
~ :aependents. • • ... 

He shared the commonJate o:flJ those 'ibo dare 
• to strik~ a b~ for human justice against the 

prejudices of national egotism. But he was""" . 
longer able to bear obloquy ind neglect, as he had 
borne it through the war with the colon1.es. When 
he opened the impeachment of ·Hastings at West­
minster, BU:rke was very near to his sixtieth year .• 
Ha~:mah ~re noted \n.l78~ th~ his vivacjty had 
diminished, al\d that business and politics had 

• 0 

impaired his agreeableness.. The simpletons i~. 
the House, now that they had at last found in 
Pitt a political chief who could beat the Whig 
leaders on their own ground of eloquence, know~ 
led~e, and dex~rity in debate, took heart as they 
had never done- under Lord. North. ~ey now 

.. 
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·. . . .. . 
made d~liberate attempts to silen~e t· e 

0 
veteran 

by unmannerly and brutal internptio , of w~ 
a mob •~t- lower class mi~ht have be .1 a'Shamed. 

• Then /uddenly came a · I!oment of s~ch c~cite-. 
· ment t.s has not often been seen ·in the annals o£. • • • party. It became known one day m the autumn 

of 1788 that the king had gone ~ut of his mind. 
The new~ naturally cauf]ed the liveli~t_agitatioQ. 

among Ji.he Whigs. When the severity of the attack 
forced the ministry to mal-t preparations for•a 
Jte~ncy, the friends ~ the Pr,nce of Wales as­
sumed ijlat the~ would_ speedily return to power, 

: and hastened t: form their ~~ ac<¥>rdingly. 
,pi was ·travelling in Italy with Mrs . .Arm.stead, 

and he had been two.months away without hear-
' . mg a worderrom England. The Duke of Portland 
sent a messenger· in search of him, and after a 

'.journey of ten days the messenger found him at. 
. Bologfta. Fox iastan\ly \e~ off in aU haste ·for 

London, which he reached in ni.ne days. The 
• .tJlree months that foilowed we;e a time of unsur­

passed activity and bitterness, and Burke was at 
least as active and as bitter as the rest of them. He 

· was the writer of the Prince of Wales's letter to 
·Pitt, sometimes setdownto Sherida~and sometimes . .. 
to Gilbert Elliot. It makes us feel how naturally 
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the style o£f'ideal kingship, its dignity, calm, and 
~h se1f-\msci<4usness, all ca~e to Burke. .AI· 
though me lead of his tlyls drawing up ~:dtfestoes 
_and protests, and deciditlg minor questions "t'r Fox, 
which Fox was too iiTesolute to decide for lijmself, • · 
yet we have it on Bur~'s own authority that some 
time elapsed after the return to England before he 

.even saw~ox ; \hat he was not con1mlted as to 
the cour~e to be pursued in the grave and difficult. 
guestions .connected .with. the Regency ; rna that. 
he knew as little '>f the inside of Carlton House, . . 
where the Prince of Wales lived, ~ of Buckingtam 
. . . 
House, J'her~ king lived. "''I mean to con-
tinue here," he says to Charles Fox, "until~ 
call upon ine; and I :find myself perfectly easy, . . 
from the implicit confidence that I llave in yob. 
and the Duke, and the certainty that I am in that 
you two will do the best for the general advantage 
o{ the ca~e. In thaj state~f mind I feel ~ desir; 

• • whatsoever of. interfering." Yet the letter itself, 
and others which iollow, testify to the vehemence 
of Burke's interest in the matter, and to the p.e;~ 
sistency with which he would have had them 
follow hiS judgment, if they would have listened. 
It is as clear t]!at they did not listen. 

• Apart from· the fierce struggle ag~st Pitt's 
• 



• 200 • 
Regency Bill, Burke's friends we\-e intently 
occupiel with the. reconstruction_ of t!J ::Portlaj'l 
cabinetrwhich the king ~d so unex.:rMctedly dis­
miss~live years before. • This was a• sphere· in 

. ·which, Burke's gifts were neither required· nor. 
. . 

• sought. We are rather ~ distress, Sir Gilbert 
· Elliot writes, for a proper man for the office of 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. "~rd J.tlavendisJJ.. 
is very unwilling to engage again in publi~ affairs; 
Fox- is to be Secretary . of ~tate. Bu_rke, it ~ · 
thought, would not be approve<t of; Sheridan· has • 
not •the ;ublic qpnfidence, and so it comes down 
therefore to Gref, Pelham, my' and 0 perhaps 
)Ja.lham." Elliot was one' of Burke's most faith­
ful and attached friends, and he was intimately 

. . 
<ltmcerned ill all that was going on in the inner 
circle of the party. It is worth while, therefore, 

·to reproduce his account from a confidential letter . .. 

to LadJ Elliot, of the ~ay in.which Buijm's claim • • to recognition was at this time regaided and dealt 
with . 

. . 
••• 

"Although I can tell you nothing positive about 
· mj own situation, I was made very happy indeed 
yesterday by co-operating in the settlement ol 
Burke's, in a manner which gives vs great joy: as . . . 
well as CQill.fort. ~ Duke of Portland has felt 

• 
• 
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distressed hlfw to arrange Burke and his family in a 
~nner~~l to Burke's merits, and to tlie Duke's 
o~ wishes nd :t the same time· so as to botexempt . . 
from the any difficulti:S which seem to be.,in the 

·way .• He sent for Pelha~ and me, as Burke's 'friends• 
• and his own, to advise• with us about it; lnd we 

dined yesterday with him and the Duchess, that we 
might have time to talk the thing over at leisure and 
.withou~ itTierrupt!on after dinner. we stayed ac­
cordingly, engaged in that subject till almost twelve 
a~ night, and our ~qnterence ended most .happily and 
excessively to the .satisfaction of us all. The Duke 
of Portland has the veneratitm for Burke that W-ind­
ham, Pelham, myself and a few iflore have, and he 
thinks iilimp~e to do too much for him. He 
considers the reward to be given to Burke as-n. c~ 
and honour to the nation, and .he considers the neglect 
of him and his.embarrassed situation as~aving beef!. 
long a reproach to the country. The unjust prejudice 
and clamour which has prevailed against him and his 
family only determine the D~ke the. more to ~o him 
justice. 'ft.e questioxf was how 1• First, his brother 
Richard, who ·~as "$ecretary to the Treasury before, 
will· have the same office now; but the Duke inte~ 
to give him one of the first offices which falls vacant, 
of about £1000 a year for life in the customs, and he 
will then resign the Secretary to the Treasury, which, 
however, in the meanwhile is worth £3000 a year 
Edfnund Burkt-is to have th~ Pay-Offi~ .£4000 a 

_. 

• 
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. year ; but as· that is precarious and he .•an leave no 
provision·for his. son, it would, in fact, b~ob!g litt~ 
or notl:j.n~ of any•real or substaJtia:l lue unJ!ss 
some 2ermanent provision ~s added to . • In this 

. ·.view t:tie Duke is to grant lftm on the Irish estaplish-. 
ment :tpension of £2000 a tear clear for hi~ own lif~, • 
and the same sum to Mrs. 11urke for her hfe. This 
will make Burke completely happy, by leaving his 
wife and son safe from want after•his d~h, if they 
should survive him. The Duke's affectionate anxiety• 
to accofirplish this object, and. his determination to , 
set all clamour at defiance on thJs point •of justi;e; 
w~ truly affecting, and -increases my attachment for 
the Duke. • • , 'i'je D~e said the only objection to 
this pla,n was that he thought it ~due 6rom this 
pf{fiftry, and that he grudged the honour of it to Ire­
land; but as nothing in England was ready, this plan 
1vas settled .• You may think it strange that to this 
moment Burke does not know a word of all this, and his 
fami}y are indeed, 1 believe, suffering a little under the 

•apprehension that he IDlY be neglected in the general 
scrambte. I beliEA'e there :oo'\'er were tllree cabinet 
counsellors more in ha.,rmony on. any iubject than we 

;~ere, nor three people happier i~ their day's work.1 

TJ4s leaves the apparent puzzle where it was. 
Why should Burke not be approved of for Chan· . 

·cellor of the Exchequer? What were the many" 
1' • 

1 Lije .and Letter& of Sir G. Elliot, i 261-263. 
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difficulties !!escribed as seeming to be in the way • • • o"f,arrang\g _foi Burke in a.manner equal to 
Burke'somfits and the J;luke of Portlan~s1vishes 1 

. His personal relations "\tith the chiefs of hi~ party . . . 
• were at this time extremely cordial and iniimate. 

He was constantly a, ~est at the Duke of Port- • 
land's most private dinner-parties. Fox had gone 

.down to ~aconsfield to recruit himself from the 
• 

fatigues of his rapid journey from Bologna, and to 
l!pend SOI!J.e days in 4}_uiet with Windham -and the ' 
master of the hotse. E~liot and Windham, who 
were talked about for a post for Vibich one of tte·m • • 
says thii.t B~would not ha~e been approved, 
vied with one another in adoring Burke. ii!~ 
Elliot and the duke think themselves happy iil. • 
a day's work that ended in consign~g the mafl 
who not only was, but. was ad!llitted. to be, the 
most powerful genius of their party,· to a Molird;, 
rate post.and that ~ost ~qui-ocal distin•tion, a 
pension on t~ Irish establishment. The common 
explanation that it illustrat;s Whig exclu_eivene~\ 
cannot be seriously received as adequate. It is· 
probable, for one thing, that the feelings of the 
Prince of Wales had more to do with it than the 
feelings of me~ like the Duke of Portland or Fox. 

I!' • 

We can easily imagine how little that most worth-

.. • • 
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less of hum~n creatures would apprecitte the great 
qualiti,es• of such Jl man as Burlre.. gLe0 painprl 

.. fact wh'iclot we are unable ~ conceal frc/f bttrselves 
is, that the common opinio~ of better men than the . .. . . 
Prine~ of Wales leaned in the same direction. 

• His violence in the course ~f the Regency debates • 
had produced strong disapproval in the public; and 
downright ·consternation in .his • own ;arty. On_ 

• 
one occasion he is described by a respectable . -
observer as having " been Wilder than. ever, aMd, 
laid himself and his :garty mote open than ·ever · .. . . . . 

speak~r .did. ~ is follY personified, but shaking 
his cap and bells~nder the laur~geniPs. He 
~M. his wild speech in a manner next to mad­
ness." Moore believes that Burke's indiscretions • 
in these try(ng and prolonged transactions sowed 
the seeds of the ~lienation between him and Fox 
~two-years afterwards. Burke's excited state of 
mind 'tlhowed it~lf i!J. sll!aJl things ~ w~ll ·as 
great. Going with :Windham to Qa~lton House, 

_}.urke ~ttacked him .in the coach for a difference 
of opinion about the affairs of a friend, and be­
haved with such unreasonable passion and such 
furious rudeness of manner, that his magnanimous 
admirer had some difficulty in obliterating the 

. !' " 
impi'essioo. The pulilic were less £olerant. Wind-

• 
• • 
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ham has to!d us that at this time Burke . was a 
ID\11 de~ri~, ~eNecuted, and pr~scribed, ~ot being 
much nlf-d even by. his own part~ 1nd by 
half the nation consi<kred as little better than . . . -

~ • an ingenious madman? This is evidence ieyond 
impeachment, for Win"dham loved and honoured 
Burke with the affection·. and reverence of a son ; 

.and he p~4is the popular sentiment on ·record with 
grief and amazement. There is other testimony 
.t& the sa111e effect. The late Lord Lansdo;ne, who 
must have heard ehe subje~t abundantly discussed 
by those who were most concernw! in it, was once . . . 
asked hf a ~eminent man lf our own time, 
why the Whlgs kept· Burke out of their ~· 
"Burke!" he cried; "he was so violent, so over-

• 
bearing; so arrogant, f!O intractable, tilat to havtl 
got on with him in a Cabinet ~ould have been 
utterly and absolutely impossible." -. . . . . 

On t~ whole, i~ ~eell1§ to Jle tolerabJt- clear 
·that the diffi~ulties in the way of Burke's promo­
tion' to high office were his.notoriously ail'aitened 
circumstances ; his ungoverned excesses of party 
zeal and political passion; finally, what Sir 
Gilbert Elliot ·calls the unjust prejudice and 
clamour agaizv>t him and his family, and what . .... 

1 Windham's IJiAwy, p. 213. • 
• 

·• 
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Burke himself once called the hunt• of obloquy 
that pu;sued him.: all his life. .T~e psf two, 6£ 
these c!'auses can scarcely have oper~ed• in the 
, arrangements that were ri!ade in the Rockinebam. 
and G9ali~ioil ministries. But the third, we may. ~ 
be sure, was incessantly af work. It would have. 
needed social courage alike ill 1782, 1783, and · 
1788 to give Cabinet rank to a ~an r~nd whose. . . . 
name there flol!-ted so many disparaging associa- · .. ' ... 

tions. Social courage is exactly the. virtue oin 
which the constructws of a• government· will 
ar;ays .think t~msel);eS least able to indulge. 
Burke, we have ~ remember; ~ st!iild alone 
~e world. Elliot describes a dinner-party 
at Lord Fitzwilliam's, at which four of these half-• . 

aiscredited •Irishmen were present. "Burke has 
now got such a. train after hiri:J. as would· sink 
.an)~dy but himself:- his son, who is quite 
nausectted by all0 mm:fkind _;. his broth~, who. is 
liked better than his son, but is ri-ther offensive 
with· awirnal spirits "and with· brogue ; and his ,. : 

cousin, Will Burke, who is just returned unex- · 
pectedly from India, as much ruined as when he , 
went many years ago, and who is a fresh charge 
on any prospects of power that ~urke may ~ver 
have." I.t was this .train, and the ideas of adven-. 

• 
• • 
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• turership tltht clung to them, the inextinguishable 
stories •a;t . Pftpistry and Saint Orner's, the • • • tenacioW> umny abou~ the letters of Jnn,us, the 
notorious circumstanclfs of embarrassment and . , 

• neediness - it was all these things thate com-
bined with Burke's ~wn d~fects of temper and 
discretion, to give the Whig grandees as decerit a 

.reason a;; •;hey c~uld have desired for ·keeping all 
the great posts of state in their own hand~ . 
. • It seelJlS difficult• to deny that the questions of 
the Regency had ~aused t~ germs of' a. sort of dis­
satisfaction and strain in the ~iations betw~en · • • 
Fox a~ -~• Their feelinls . to one another 
have been well compared to the mutual di~nt 
bet::ween partners in unsucc~ssful play, where each 
suspects that it is the mistakes of t~ other tha'\ 
lost the game. Whether Burk~ felt conscious of 
th.e failures in discretion and temper tha~r~ 
the real 91 pretended excu~e f<i neglect, we can-. . 
not tell. T~ere ·is one passage that reveals a 
chagrin of this kind. A• few days alter t~~ 
meeting between the Duke of Portland and Elliot, 
for the purpose of ·settling his place in the new 
ministry, Burke went down to Beaconsfield. In 
writing (Jan~ry 24, 1789) to invite Windham 
and Pelham to come to stay a night, wi&h promise 

• 
• • 
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• 
·. of a leg of mutton. cooked by a dai!-ymaid who 

• 0 
was not a bad ha~d at a pinch, be f,Orf on to iay •. 
that hfs ~ealth has rece\ved some s~ll· benefit 
from his journey to the c~ntry. "But this view: .. . . 

:. to he~th, _though far from unnecessary to me, was • 
not the chief cause of my !resent retreat. 1 began. 
to find, that I was grown rather too anxious; and 
had begun •to discover to myse11' and lo. others a. 
solicitude relative to the present state of affairs, 
which, though their strange eondition :rpight well 
wanant it. in others, i!jj certain!~ less suitabie to 
niy tim~_ of life.in wW.ch ~ emotions are less 
allowed; and to 'hich, most ce~ aU human 
c~c; ought in reason to become more indiffer· 
ent than to those who have work to do, and a . . 
hood deal tff day and of inexhausted strength to 

do it in."1 
. . 

._e king;s ~nexpected restoration . to health 
\wo o:..three weeq lat~r, br~~ght to nau,ht all the 
hope and ambition of the Whigs, i-nd confirmed 
Pitt ~ower for the rest of Burke's lifetime. '• .., 
But an event came to pass in the world's history, 
that transformed Burke in an instant from a man 
decried, persecuted, proscribed, into an object of 
exultaht applause all over Europe., • 

• 1 Oorr.spondence, iii. 89. 
• 

• • 
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• THE iRENCH REVOLUTION • 

• • • 
WE have now come to the second of tl}.e two • 
m.001entouli changes • in the world's affa,irs, in 
which Burke playeti an impQSing and historic part. . -His attitude in the first of ~hem; •he strusgle for 
America~ inde:oe-!ldence, comman~s almost .with-

.,_~ .. 

out alloy tlie admiration and reverence of po~y. 
His attitude in the secgnd .of them, the great 

. Revolution in France, has raised cofltroversies • · 
that can only be compared· in h~p- and duration 
to the master controversies of theology. If~e • 
his~ry of J>OCiety wete• written ~s learned -IDen 
write the history of the Christian faith and its 
churches, Burke wo~ld figure • in the sam~trong., 
prominence, whether deplorable or glorious, as 
Arius and Athanasius, Augustine and Sabellius, 
Luther and Ignatius. If we ask hOw it is that 
now,. so many .years after the event, men are 
still discussing Burke's pamphlet on the -Revolu-

• • p ... 
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tion as J;hey are still discussing BisTwp Butler's 

/:._Analorg~, the a149wer is that·~- o:lfe· ~case as 
t~n the other the questioo.s at issue ;e still ~n:.. 

"' settled, and that .. Burke ~offers in their highest. 
· and :rftost.comprehensive .form all the consfdera-. 

tions belonging .to one. si~e~of the .. dispute. He 
was not of those, of whom Coleridge said that . . . . . 
they proceeded w1th much solemmiy. to solv~ 

the riddle of the French Revolution by anecdotes. 
He suspended it in the same light of great soc»~J.l 

i,ieas and wid~ princi]j)les, in w~ichits authors and 
champiPns profossed ~ represent it. Unhappily 
he advanced frtm criticism to opracticaloexhorta­
ti~he most ~ischievous and'rn:defensible 
that has ever been_ pressed by any statesman 

• on. a.n.y n.ltion.. But the force of tb.e ~riticism _ 
remah;iS, its f~~sight remains, its commemora~ 

• tm.lt pf valuable elements of life that men· 
wer!' ,forgetting,. its • disc~lOD.ment of ihe Ii.niita­
tions of things, it~ sense of tlw. awful. emer-

• .genci~of the problem. Whe'"n our grandchildren 
have . made ·up their minds as to the merits 
of the social transformation that dawned on 
Europe . in 1789, then Burke's Refi.ections will 
become a mere literary antig_uity, .ana·. not 
before; • 
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· From •tlfe very b~ginning Burke loo~ed upon 
. the prtceedin,:rs <in France with. distrust.· He had . ~ ' 

not a monpnt of enthusie.sm or sympathf of ~hich 
. to re.Pent. When the flews reached England that ... 

• the insurgents of Paris had .stormed.the Bhstille, 
Fox exclaim~d with e~ultation, how much it. was 
the greatest event that had ever happened in the 

• world,. h~~ much, the b(lst. Is it an infirmity to 
wish for an instant that some such phrase of , 
~nerous )lope had ~scaped from Burke; that he 
had ·for a day o~ an· hour undergone the fine 

. . . -
illusion that was lighte(j, up in the ~:~Pirits of 
men liie Wordsworth. and .. C~eridge 1 Those ...., . . . 

fine poets, who :were destined one day t~ach 
even a wiser and a loftier c;onservatism than his 
own, have told us what they felt- • • 

When France in wrath her giant)imbs ripreared, 
And with that oath, which smote air, eart~nd. . . . 

se; • • • 
Stamped heE strong foot, and said she would~ be 

. free. • • tlfl' 
•• 

Burke from the first espied the looming shadow 
of a catastrophe. In .August he wrote to Lord 
Charlemont that the events in France had some­
thi~g paradox~cal and mysterious about them; 
that the outbreak of the old Parisiaft ferocity 

• • 
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• 
might b~ no more than a sudden expl<~aion, but 
if it· should happ~ to be ckara«er rath:r than • • • • accide_nt, then the peopl- would nee\ a• strong 
hand like that of their fo/mer masters to cqerce . 
~hem ;•that all ~epended u~on the French having • 
wise heads among them, and upon these wise 
heads, if such there ·were, acquiring an authority 
to match their wisdom. There• is no!f*g here • 
b~t a calm and sagacious suspense of judgment. 
It soon appeared that the <Yld Parisiav ferocity. 
was still alive~ In t~ events• of October i789, .. . . 
when t~ mob oft Par~niarched out to Versailles 
~nd marched l?acl ag~in with the kin~n~ queen' . 
m ~phal ,·processiOn, Burke felt iiih1s heart 
that the beginning of .the end had come, and that 
the catastr<>!>he was already at hand. In October 
he wrote a long l~tter to the French gentleman to .. • wnerm he afterwards addressed the Reflections. 
".Yon-hope, sir/:. he • said• ."that I t~ink the- . 
French deserving of liberty. I ceii;ainly do. I 
~~rtain~think that all men who desire it deserve 
it. We cannot forfeit our right to it, but by what 
forfeits our · title to the ·privileges of our kind. 
The liberty l mean is social freedom. It is that 
state of things in which liberty.is secured.by 
equality of restraint. This kind of liberty is, 

• 
• 
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indeed, 1ut another name for justice. .Whenever 

a sepa~ation.is•made between ·liberty ant\ justice, . . . 
neithe-r- if in my opin~n safe." The •weightiest 
and. most important ~f all politioal truths, and• 

• worth -half the fine t~ings that poets ha~e sung 
about freedom-if it could only have been re- • · 
spected, ~ow dH!erent the course of ~e Revolu-

• tion! )3at the engineer who attempts to deal 
with the abysmal rush of the falls of Niagara,_ 

. :ft!.ust · puJ; aside thtl tools that constructed the 
Bridgewater Canal and tke. Chel~ea Waterwo1.ks. 
Nobody recognised so earlq as Burke that France 
had reailnmbarked among ·cataracts and boiling 
gulfs, aiict the pith of all his first . ~sms, 
including the Reflections, w~s the proposition that 
to separate freedom from justice was •nothing el;e 
than to steer the ship of sta~e direct into the ,_ 
maelstrom. It _is impossible to deny th~ -rhilil . . . 

·•was tru~ Unfortu:a~jtely 1t w•s a truth t!at the 
wild spirits~ then abroad jn the storm made of . - . 

no avail. IJif' •• 
Destiny aimed an evil stroke when Burke, whose 

whole soul was bound up in order, peace, and gently 
enlarged precedent, found himself face to face with 
th~ portentou~ man-devouring Sphinx. He who 
could not endure that a few-clergymen· should be 

• 
• • 
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allo,;ed to subscribe to the Bible instea<J of to the 
Article~, saw the ancient Church•ot Chris~endom 

> • • 

prostratecf, its possessioM confiscated, tits• priests 
.'proscribed, and Christianity itself officially_svper-. 
· sede1.• The economical rformer who, wheri his. 

• zeal was 'l;l.ottest, declined to discharge a tide­
wait~r or .,e. scullion in the ro1al kit~hen who 
should have acquired the shadow o~ Q. vested • 

e1' interest in his post, beheld two great orders 
·stripped of their privileges aM deprived of mu~ 
o(..their lands, J;houghetheir po~session had been . 
sanctifioo by the expriss voice of the laws and 

• > • • 

the prescription of many centuries. ~who was 
full ~prehension and anger at the proposal to 
take away a membir of Parliament from St. 
Micb.a~l'~ \)~Old S'3.tum, b.ad to l\)l)k l)n ~hll~ tll~ 

· most august m~rchy in Europe was overturned . 
• T~ 'tnan .who dreaded fanatics, hated atheists, . 
. des piled politicalo the~rise~,·and was dJ<iven wll<f"' 
at~the notion of appl}'ing metaphysical rights and 
etlJstrac~octrines to public affairs, suddenly be­
held a whole kingdom given fin~lly up to fanatics, · 
atheists, and theorisers, who talked of nothing but 
the rights of man, and deliberately set as wide a. 
gulf as ruin and bloodshed could.rnake, bet'Vlen 
themselv~s and ev~ incident or institution in 

• 
• • 
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the his1try of their land. The sta\esman who 
had o6ce declar~d, and habitually_proved,.his _pre-
" . . .. 't'- ferenCi Jf•peace even vver truth,.who )laa all.his 

life surrounded himse~ with a mental paradise of .. , 
• order and equilibrium, in a moment foundtffimself 

confronted by the st~endou~ and awful spectre • _ 
that a century of disorder had raised in its 
supreme•bour. •rt could not have b"~en difficult • • 
for any one who had studied Burke's character 

. a.nd car~er, to foretell all that now came ·to pas:-­
with him. · -• 

• It was from an English, andJltlt from a Fr~ch 
. . . . . . 

point Qf view, that Burke was f+rst drawn -to write 
upon trievolution. The 4th of Nov~r -was 
the anniversary of the landing of the Prince of 
Orange, and the first act• in the Jlevolution ~f 
1688. The members of an association calling 
itself the Revolution Society, clfiefly~compps~ of 

. ...;. Dissenters, but not withottt a mixture of ~rch-• . . . . 

men, incluqjng a few peers and a good many 
members of the llouse of Co~ons, m, as usual· 
to hear a sermon in commemoration of the glorio~s 
day. Dr.-Price:was.the.preacher,_and both in the 
morning sermon, and in the speeches which fol­
lowed in the festiviti~s of the afternoon, the . .. 
French were held up to t~e loudest admiration, 

• . -
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as having garried the principles of <Jlll'f own Re· 
volution • to a loftier height, anfL having'bpened 
boundl~ss. hopes t~ mankjnd. By tn~ ~rmfess 
proceedings Burke's anger~nd scorn were !),roused 

' to a wtch that must seem to us, as it seemed to ' 
• 

• not a few of his contempofttries, singularly out of 
all proportion to its cause. Deeper. things were 
doubtless il! silent motion within• him .• -He set to .,.. ' 
work upon a denunciation of Price's. aoctrines, 

4 with a velocity that remin~s us of Aristotl~ 
comparison -of anger to the o.-er-has~y _servant,· 
wftl:> runs off wh~ all speed befor~ he has listened 

. to half t~e mess~e. This was the- origin. of. the 
Refo~. The. 'design grew as-the -er went 
on._ His imagination ~took . fire ; his memory 
«;tuickened ~ throng of impressive -associations; 
his excited vision revealed to him a band of vain, 
pet.Plant upstar~· persecuting the ministers of a -.. . 
sac~eligion, insultiug a virtuous and innocent-

' . . . 
sovereign, and . covering With hu~iliat'lon the 
august ~ghter of the Cresars ;• his mind tel)med 
~:i'th the sage maxims of the philosophy of things 
estabiished, and the_ precepts of the ~gospel .of 
order. Every courier that crossed the Channel 
supplied new material to his contempt and his . . - . 
alarm. -He condemped the whole method and 

-· .. 
• 
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. . 
course of\tlre French reforms. His judgq1ent was 
in suspense 11o tmore. He. no Jonger distrusted ; 
he tated, j;spised, and lilegan to dread. • 

~en soon began to .:hisper abroad that Burke " 
• thought ill of what was going on over theewater. 

When it transpired tha!he was writing a pamphl~t, 
the world of letters was stirred with the liveliest 

. . . ~ 

.expectatioft. The name of the author, the import-
ance of the subject, and the singularity of his .. 
Of'l.nions, ~o Mackin~osh informs us, all inflamed 
the public curiosity. Soo~ after Parli~ment met 
for the session (1790), tlyl al'IDf • estimates w~e 
brough!Jt up. Fox criticised th~ increase of our 
forces, a~~cidentally hinted something~"i'raise 
of the French army, which :qad shown that a man 
could be a soldier without ceasing to te a citizen~ 
Some days afterwards the subjecJ; was revived, and 
Pitt, as well as Fox, avowed himtelf hopeful oflf t'f!e. 

,o.od effe~t of the Re~olution lJi>On the ord~nd 
government of France. Burke .followed in a. very . . 
different vein, openly proclaiming the ~ike anq . . 
fear of the Revolution that was to be ·the one 
ceaseless refrain of all he spoke or wrote for the 
rest of his life. He deplored Fox's praise of 
th~army for b.-eaking their lawful allegiance, and 
then he proceeded with ominous words to the 

• 
• 
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• effect th,at, if any friend of his shou!d fconcur in. 
any measures whi~h should tend to introd~ce such . ·~ . a democrecy as that of Erance, he wo'\d ttbandon · 

, his best _friends and joiJ with his worst.en~mies. 
to op~ose either the means or the end. This has, 
u~animously been pron01~ced one of the most 
brilliant and effective ·.speeches that Burke ever 

C made. F~x_,.,rose with distress • on ev:ry feature- . 
;<:and made the often-quoted declaration of his debt 

to Burke:-" If all the politi~al information I hillle 
learned from book~; all which rhave gained from 
s~ience.and all whichJUY knowledge ofthe world 
and its affairs l!as taught me, were put •nto one 
seal!?,' Qsd the improvement which I h~ derived 
from my right hon.ouiable friend's instruction and 
'conversatidh were placed in the other, I should be . 
at a loss to decidJl to which to .give the preference . 

• I~a"W3 learnt m~e from my right honourable friend 
th~from all t~ men wJ$ whom. I ~vcr ·cbfPA 
versed." .All seemed likely to end .in a spirit of 
.concili~on until She~idan rose: and in the plainest 
t:rms he could find expressed his ·dissent from 
everything Burke had said. Burke immediately 
renounced his frienqship. For :the first time in 
his life he found the sympathy, of the H~use 
vehemently on his 8ide. 

• 
• 
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. In th~ !ollowing month (March 17.90) this 
unpron!ising inotdent was suc~eded by an aber-• . ., . 
ration \l.OJrational m~Jt will now undertake to 

.defevd. Fox brought forward a motion· for the . 
• repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts. !Ie did 
this in accordance w~th a . recent suggestion of 
Burke's own, that he should strengthen his political . . ~ 

.position P1 winning the support of the Dissenters. 
Burke himself had always denounced the Test Act .. 
n!-bad, a11d as an ab-ase of sacred things. To the 
amazement of e"erybody,. and to the infinite . .... 
scandal of his party, he n~v pro•ounced -~e Dis-
senters -to be disaffected citizen~, and refu;ed to 
relieve £rem: Well might Fox say thailoBiirke's 
words had filled him with gtief and shame. 

Meanwhile the great rhetoricai fab~c gradually 
arose. Burke revised, erased, mgderated, strength­
CD;ed, emphasised, wrote and ~rote with .. ind'e-. 

~tiga"blej.ndustry. Wi~h the mareuscript condntly 
under his ey~. he ljngered b~sily, pen in hand, over 
paragraphs and phrases, antitheses anJr apoP.h• 

~ . -
thegms. The Reflections was no superb improvisa~ 
tioD. It.s composition recalls Palma Giovine's 
account of the mighty Titian's way of working ; 
hov the master.made his preparations with resolute 
strokes of a heavily-laden brttsh, and the:p. turned .. 

• • 
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his pict;ire to the wall, and by an~•bt resumed 
again,.and then aiain and agai~, :redressinl, adjust- . • 
ing, mbdelllng the light with a rub -o\ hi>s fi~ger, · 
or dabbing a spot of dark 'colour into some c,orner. 
with a. touch of his thumb, and finally working all. 
his smirches, contrasts, :bruptnesses, into . the .. , 
glorious harmony that we know. Burke. was so 
unweariedin this insatiable cor:ection.O:~d altera-. 

, tion that the printer found it necessary, instead of 
making the changes marked upon the prpof-shei+s, 
to set up the whole in 4iype afre~h. The work was· 
upon t~ easel loaexactJy a year. It ~as November 
(1790) before th~ result came into th~ ltands of 
the puW:ic.. It was a ~mall octavo of thr~hundred 
and fifty-six· pages, i_n contents rather less th~tn 

twice the _I1tesent volume, bound in an unlettered ·. 
wrapper of gray ~aper, and sold for five shillings. · 
I~ leiS than tw~ months it reached its eleventh 
·ed~, and it hfli been cotp.~uted that not~ ma~ . . . 

short of thirty thousand copies we10e sold· within . 
J~e nex~ix years. • • . ·. 

The first curiosity had languished in the course 
of the long delay, but it was :revived in its strongest 
force when the book itself appeared. A remark­
able effect instantly followed. B~ore the ReJec-· .·· 
tions was published the predominant sentiment in 

• .. 
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England Pta« been one of mixed astonis\ment and . . ,. . 
. sympatty. Pitt.had expressed 1his common mood 
botli in. tl:Je• tfouse of Commons and i:g. trivate . 
. It was impossible for ltngland not to be amazed , 
• at th~ uprising of a nation whom they ha<) been 
accustomed to think ~f as willing slaves, and it 
was impossible for her, when the scene did not 
happen t<1.be tM American colonies or Ireland, • • 
not to profess good wishes for the cause of emanci-
_pation all. over the wgrld. Apart from the natural" 
admiration of a free people .for a neighbour strug­
gling to be free,· England saw no.;reason to lament 

. . . . 

a blow t.> a sovereign and a gov~ment who had 
interfereft' on the side of her insurgent *olonies. 
To this easy state of mind Burke's book put an 

. . 
immediate end. . .At once, as contempmmies assure-
us, it divided the· nation into two parties. On 

• both sides it precipitated opin~. With a)on~-
-.-8ou~i~g blast on. ~is gold a~ trumpet p,tl{ke • 

had unfurled,. a new flag, and half the natio~ 
hurried to rally • to it _: the half ·~hat had. 
scouted his views on .America ; had bitterly dts-

·Iiked his plan of Economic Reform ; had mocked 
his ideas on religious toleration, and a moment 

. before had hated and reviled him beyond all men 
• • • 

living for his :fierce tenacity in the impeachment 
• 

• 
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of Warren ~astings~ The k'mg said <tb ~very body . . . 
who came near him that the book wa~ a good ~ ' . . . 
book, a .very good booj, and eve~, g~tl~an 

ought to read it. The u~versities beg\n to think 
of offeiing·the scarlet gown of their most honom< 
able degree to the assa~ant of Price and the 
Dissenters. The great army ofthe iildolent good, 
the people"who lead excellent h"es anii~never ~se . 

. . .. 
their reason, took violent alarm. T~e timorous, . 
the 'veak-minded, the bi~ted, wei·e sudde.W.y 
awakened to a sense of what they owed to them~ . . . 
~lves. .Burk~ ~ave them the key that enabled. 
them t; interpret the :ltevolution in harm~ny with 
their usual ideas and their temperament.• 

ct 

Reaction quickly rose to a high pitch. One 
-preacher iu. a parish church in the neighbourhood 
o.f London celebrated the annivers!}ry of the res­
watlon of Kin~1arles II. by a sermon, inwhich 
•th~ins of eternal damnation were conldent~ 

. . . . . . 

promised to political disaff~ction. ~omilly, men-
tioning to a friend that the W.ejlections had got 
i~ a fo~rteenth edition, wondered whether Bt!rke 
was n,ot rather ashamed of his success. It is when 
we come to. the rank and file of reaction, that we 
find it hard· to forgive the man of genius who 
made himself the o:~;gan of their .selfishness, tf..eir · 

• 
• 
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timidity, ·aifd their blindness. We \now that 
• the paPts' of hii • writings on French affairs to 

whith · ~hef• ;.auld fly, • were ~ot likely' to be 
.the parts ~at calm meJ now read with sympathy, 
. but the scoldings, the screamings, the unworthy 
vituperation with whi1!h, especially in the latest 
of them, he attacked everybody who took part in 

• the Rev!>~tion, ,-rom Condorcet ana ·Lafayette 
down to Marat and Cauthon. It was the feet of 
~~ that ~they adored in their image, and not the • 
head of fine gold and the breasts and the arms oi • silver. · • • 

• • • 
On ijle continent of Europe t~ excitement was 

as great!- among the ruling classes as if.. was at 
home. Mirabeau, who had made Burke's acquaint-

• ance some years before in England, a~ even beeu 
his guest at Beaconsfield, now made the Reflections 
the text of more than one tr-~dous philippic. 

~uis -YVI. is said to have· translated th~ok . ,.... . . 
into Fr:nch .with his" own hand. Catherine of 
Russia, Voltaire's Mored Semiramis of the North, 
the benefactress of biderot, ·the ready 'helper •ol' 
the philosophic party, pressed her congratulations 
on the great pontiff of the old order,. who now 
thundered anathema against the ·philosophers and ·• . . 

· all their works. • 
• 

• 
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It is i~portant lo reU:mber the stage that 
the Revolution had. reac-hed~" "WhEm ~ufke · was 
compo\in.g his att~ck upOJl it. The ·y~ltr ·1190-w-as. 
precisely the time when t:lfe hopes of th~ best men. 
in F~nce shone most brightly, and seemed 'm!>st . 
reasonable. There had b~n disorders, and Paris 
still had ferocity in her mien. But Robespierre 
was an oor;cure figure on the bdbk ben&es of the . . . 
Assembly. Nobody had ever heard of Danton . 

.,The name of Republic had never been so much.~ . 
whispered. The kinli still ~lieved that con-

. st'itutional mol1'archy would leave him as much, 
• • • power as he desiited. He had voluntarily~one to 

the Natj,onal AssembJy, and in simple mnguage 
had exhorted them all to· imitatehl.s example by 
t~rofessing ijle single· opinion, the single interest, 
the single wish-attachment to the new consti". 
t.tio~ and ar~ desire for the peace and 
t1a~ess of Fran~e. The cl~rgy, it is tr'!'.~~ 
violently irritated by the spoliation oJ the1r goods, . 

. and the nobles had crossed tHe Rhine, to brood 
'llirpotently in the safety of Coblenz over projects 
of a bloody revenge upon their own country. But 
France, meanwhile, paid little heed either to the 
anger of the clergy or to the menaces of the emf-. . . 
grant no~les, itJ?.d· at ~he very moment when Burke .. 
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\..,. . 
was writinf(his liJSlSt sombre pages, ParlE\ and the _, 
provin<!'es were oelei:>rating wit4 transport!J of joy 

• an<f enlk\lrasm the civ1• oath, the fedemtion, the 
_restoration of concord to the land, the :final estab­
lish~ent of freedom and justice in a regen~rated 
France. This was th: happy scene over which 
Burke suddenly stretched out the ri&Jtt arm of 

.an inspii~fl prop\et, pointing to the Cloud of 
thunder and darkness gathering on the hills, and" 
p~laimi:ttg to them the doom that had been 

· written upon the ~'all by t~e fingers of an inexor-• . . 
able hand. It is no wond~ thati, when t~ cloud 

. burst awl the doom was fulfilled: men turned to 
Burke, ~ they went of old to Ahithoph~ whose 
counsel was as if a man had VIquired of the oracle 
~~~ . . 

It is not to our purpose to dijcuss all the pro­
positions advanced in the Refle~ns, much 1@1'3~ 

_;lv t.-t.hem. The'Qook is like.some temple, by 
-~~~. . 

whose structuJ;e and design we allow ourselves to 
be impressed, witho~1t being ;areful to mejsure t~e • 
precise truth or fitness of the worship to which it 
was consecrated by its first founders. Just as the 
student of the Politics of Aristotle may well accept 
all t~e wisdom ~f it, without .caring to protest at 
every turn against slavery as tl1e basis of a society, 

• • Q 
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SO we l!iRY well cherish all t_he udom ·Of th~ 
ReflectJons, at tl)is. distance of time, wit~olR mark­
ing as ·a tt;ubric on eveiJi jage that• :hal~ .of t!lese 
impressive formulre and inspiring d:clamations. 
were 'irrelevant to the occasion that called 'them 
forth, and exercised for tM~ hour an influel,lce that 
was purely mischievous. Time permits to us this 
profitabl; lenity. In reading t~is, the.trst of his 

• • , invectives, it is important, for the sake of clear 
judgment, to put from our. minds th~ practj~l 
policy that Burke aft~rwards ~ untiringly urged 
upon ¥s cou~~en. .As yet there is no exhor­
tation to Englal!d to interfere. We stillJisten to 

. the voi~ of the statesman, and are not def!lt'ened by 
the passionate ~ries of the preacher of a crusade. 

' . . -
• When Bulke wrote the Reflections he was justified 

in criticising the Revolution as an extraordinary . . . 
'movement, but l!Wll a movement professing to be 
~ucted on thE(.principles ?f rational an~ 

able politics. They were •the prin~iple~ to which 
. competent onlookers.like Jeffe\-son and Morris had 
• • • expected the .Assembly to conform, but to which 

the Assembly never conformed for an instant. It · 
was on the principles of rational politics that Fox 
and Sheridan admired it. On these principles 
Burke condemned it. He declared that • the 

• 
• 
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methods oP the Constituent Assembly, VP to the 
summ~r 'of 17~o,• were unjUjt,. precipitite, de­
st&ctive, flhJ without siability. Men :had chosen 
to build ~eir house o~ the sands, and the winds • . .. 
and the seas would speedily beat against 1t and 
overthrow it. · • 

His prophecy was fulfilled to the le~~r. What · 
is still ~ore irtportant for the credit of his • • foresight is, that not only did his prophec~ 

.c+>JUe trl!e, but it oome true for the reasons he 
had fixed upon. •'It was Mhe constitution of the . - . 
Church, in which Burke sa:- the~orst of tJie many 
bad ~takes of the Assembl:f. History, now 
slowly-,haking herself free from the pas~ns.of a 
century, agrees that the civil constitution of the • 
clergy was the measure which, ino~ than any 
other, decisively put an end to whatever hopes 

• 
there might have _ been of a ~aceful traUBit~ 

~_JJ.e old order. to the n~. A still niore 
st~g piec~ of foresight is the prediction of the 
despotism of the Napoleonic. Empire. :qurk~ h~d. 
compared the levelling policy of the Assembly in 
their geometrical division of the departments> and 
their isolation from one another of the bodies of 
the state, to the treatment a conquered country 

•• • receives at the hands of i~ conquerors. Like 
• 

. '. 



• 228 • QIJAP 

0 

Romans j.n Greece or MacedQn., the ~ench inno-. . , 
vators .)lad destroJed the bon8.s,of umon~ under 

., . . 
colour of •providing for tae independeh~e- ~f e\ch 

• of their cities. " If the• present pr~ect of a . 
Repubeuc should fail," B~rke said, with a prescience · 
. . . . . 

• ,really profound, " all securities to a moderate 
freedom fail with it. All the indirect restraints 

.· which mitigate despotism are reJtoved ;•~11-somuch • 
~hat, if monarchy should ever again obtain an 
entire ascendancy in France utJ.der this or .any ot~lil: 
:dlnasty, it will prob~Iy be, ff not voluntarily 
. temper~ at settwg oui by the wise and virtuous 
counsels of the 1>rince, the most compl~ly ai­
bitrary cpower that ever appeared on- earth.". 
,Almost at the same m~ment Mira beau was secretly 
writing to t1le king that their plan of reducing all 

==- citizens to a sin~le class would have delighted 
~hooeu. Thi~ual surface, 'he said, facilitates 
the "-exercise of ~ower; m:~d. many rei~ 
absolute government would not have.done as much 

.• a~ tlrls ~ingle year ~f revolution, for the royal 
authority. Time showed that Burke and Mira beau 
were right.· · 

History ratifies nearly all Burke's strictures on 
the levity and precipitancy of the first set of 

• • actors · Jn the revolutionary drama. No part of 
• 
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the Reflect?,ons is.more energetic than tpe denun,. 
ciatio~ ;f geoJlletric and liteta~y meth~s; and 
th~se •lfr! • j~st what • 4ihe modern ex-plorer hits 
upqn, as one of the fatal secrets of the catastrophe. • 
De Tocqueville's chapter on the caus~s that 
made literary men th; principal persons in France,- ' 
and the effect this had upon the ,.Revolution 

• (Bk. III~•ch. i.)~ is only a little too ~old to pass 
for Burke's own. Quinet's work on the Revol~ 

. '~n is .one long ~rmon, full of eloquence and 
cogency, upon lhe inca]_ll,acity and blindness of . . . 
the.men who undertook ~e COilduct of~ tremen-
dous l9l'isis upon mere literary• methods, without 
the moral courage to obey the logic of their beliefs, 
with the student's ignoran~e of the eager passion 
anu rapiu imagination o'i multituues "'i men, -with 
the pedant's misappreciation of.a people, of whom , 
it has been said by one of tl!e!hselves, thai t~ 

• .... ~as a nation ~ore led bJ its sensations and 
less by its principles. Comte, again, points im-' 
pressively to the • Revoluti~n as the ~eriod tha.1_ 
illustrates more decisively than another the peril 
of confounding the two great functions of specu­
lation and political action : and he speaks with 
ju~t reprobati~n of the preposterous idea in the 
philosophic politicians of tl:& epoch, thl\.t society 

·* • 
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w:as at their disposal, indepenlolent ~f . its past 
development, de~oi.d of inhere'nt' iwpulse:, and · 
easily capttble of being mdti-llY regenera~d "by ~e 

• mere modification of legislative rules. • ·, ,. 
Wh~t then w~s it that, in the midst of so much;: 

. 0 .· . 

' • perspicacity as to detail, blinded Burke at the time 
when he vu~te the Reflections, to 

0 
the true nature 

of the movement ? Is it not this, that tf~ judges • 
&be Revolution as the solution of a merely political 
question ? If the Revolutio:ll had bee~ mer~:,-. 
poJitical, his jud~ment would ha~e been ad~quate. 
The question was 'tlluch.deeper. It was a social . •· 

question that burned under the surface of what 
seemed D') more than a modification of etternal 
arrangements. That ,.Burke was alive to the 
:xistence of•social problems, and that he was even 

- tormented by the% we know from an incidental 
~ag1! in the Re/ft!t'tions. There he tells us how 
Often he had refle~d, and nJlVer reflected.~ • 
feeling, upon the innul\lerable servile rwd degrading 

..,pc<t,upatio:JO'I to which by the ;ocial economy s'o 
many. wretches are ineyitably doomed. He had 
pondered whether there could be any means of 
. rescuing these· unhappy people from their miser­
able industry without disturbing the. natural co~se 
of thing~ and impedi"ng tlie great wheel of circula. 

• 



• 

t THE SOCIAL ~UESTION 

•• • • • 
• 

,. 231 • 

tion that i~ turn~d by their labour. T~is is the 
vein o! tSe strjJdJg passage iy. ¥is first c~mposi­
tiob. taat •:r have alreaiy quoted (p. 2~). Burke 

• • ., did _not yet see, and probably never saw, that one .• 
. ~key to the events which astonished and exas:flerated 

him was simply that'the persons most urgently • 
concerned had taken the riddle which perplexed 
him, into,iheir o;.n hands, and had in fi~ry earnest 
. . 
set about their own. deliverance. The pith of th' 
.~volutipn up to 17.00 was less the political con­
stitution, of whic!h Burke_ says so much, and sc 
much that is true, than the SQ6lml and ilcononiic 
transftel'Illation, of which he saytso little. It was 
not a~uestion of the power of the JrWg, or- the 
measure of an electoral circ!lmscription, that made 
the Revolution ; it was the iniquitoulfl distributioll 
of the taxes, the scourge of the militia service, the . -'scourge of the road service, thwestructive tpa~ . 

~d in the vast .preserve~~tof wild game, the 
vexatious rjghts and imposts of the lord!! of . . 
manors, and all the other odious burdens and 
heavy impediments on the prosperity ofthe thrifty 
and industrious part of the nation. If he had 
seen ever so clearly that one of the most important 
sides of the Revolution in progress was the rescue • • • 

of the tiller of the ·soil, Burb would still,doubtless - • 
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have viewe~ events with bitter sus:¢cion. For -~ 
the pro~e;s could n~t be executld i'"ithout d!sturb­
ing the natural' course Qf things, ~aflfl •witMut 

• violating his principle that 'an changes s~ould·find : 
us witl\ our minds tenacious of justice and te~de/;~ 

• of· property. A closer exa$ation than he chose 
to give Qfthe current administration alike of justice 
and of prop"erty under the old syltem, w.luld have 

• • p:plained to him that an hour had come in which. 
the spirit of property and of.justice co~pelled.i. 
supersession of the letter; • • 

• If Btljke had'"iw;iste4 on rigidly keeping sensi-
bility to the wro~s of the French people.out of 
the discu~ion, on the ground that the who~ sub­
jeCt was one for positive knowledge and logical . . 

ihference, hi• 'Position would have been intelligible 
and defensible. He followed no such course. His - .. -
~diV,g turns con~ntly to arguments froni feel-

. ing; but it is alwvs to feeling on one sid~ · 
a sensibility that is only alive to the. consecrated · 
force . of historic associations. "How much pure 
~na unco;trolled emotion had to do with what 
ought to have been the reasoned judgments of his 
understanding we know on his· own evidence. · · He 
had sent the proof-sheets of a part of his book tO 
Sir Phili~ Francis. • They contain:d the fam~us -• 
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. passage de~cribing the French queen as he had · 
seen .l!er' seve¥e~n years be! ore at V epailles. 
Frlfncii bl~n(ly wrote t~ him thal, in hi8 opinion, 

; all Burke's eloquence atout Marie Antoinette was • 
:no better than pure foppery, and he l"eferted to 

the queen herself as•no better than Messalina. • 
Burke was so excited by this that his son, in a 
rather of&ious l~ter, begged Francis not to repeat 

• • 
such stimulating remonstrance. What is interes~ 
.W~ in t~e incident. is Burke's own reply. He 
knew nothing, hae said, of the story of Messalina, • and declined the obligation of .pfoving judicially 

• • the n.tues of all those whom 4le saw suffe~ing 

wrong-and contumely, before he endea:oured to 
interest others in their sufferings, and before en-• . 

deavouring to kindle horror again8t midnight 
assassins at backstairs and their more wicked -abettors in pulpits. And thea. Tie went on, "I te+l -. -~~n that the recollection.of the manner in 
whwh I sa'Y the Queen of France· in the year 
1774 [1773], arrd the contrast between that 
brilliancy, splendour, and beauty, with • the pros-' 
trate homage of a nation to. her, and the abomin­
able scene of 1789 which I was describing, 
did draw tears from me and wetted rny paper. . . . 
These tears came again inta my eyes almost a9 

' - • 
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looked at the description-they may 

again."• • , • ,· , ' •· 
The aQswer i'va.S obvi~us. It w¥ -well. to ~ity 

• the unmerited agonies of 1\tarie Antoinette, though 
as yetl'we must remember, she had suffered nothiJ.1.g 

_ • beyond the indignities of ttle days of Octoberf!i,\ 
Versailles. But did not the protracted agonies'hl: 
a nation deserve the tribute of a0 tear? .tAs Pain; 

. . 
, .jsked, were men to weep over the plumage, A.nd 

· forget the dying bird ? Th~ bulk of t~e peop~ 
must labour, Burke tol~ them, ''-to obtain what by 
la1lour can be .,b~ained; and when they find, as . . . 
they corilmonlycto, the success disproportiQned to 
the endeivour, they must be taught their M>nsola­

. tion in the final proportions of eternal justice." 
When we loorn that a Lyons silk weaver, ·working 
. as hard as he could for over seventeen hours a -- jay, cs>uld not ea;:Q. money enough to procure the - - ·. 
most bare and u:~ent nece:s~ri~ of subsis~ 
we may know w1th what bemgmty of brow e er-• . 

. nal justice must have presented herself in the 
•garret of• that hapless wretch. It was no idle 

abstraction, no metaphysical ·right of. man for 
which the French cried, but only the practical 
right of being permitted, by their ·owit toil, to save 
themselves and the .little ones ab~ut their hees 

# . -• 
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• • . from hungef and c.ruel death. . The ma.inmortable 
• serfs of ecclesiatt;i~s are variously said to have 
• beelf a milUo~ and a m.i.llion :n« a haJJ ~t the . . . . 

. time. of tlie Revolution. Burke's horror, as he 
tho.ught of the priests and prelates who left p!laces 

• 

.. an~ dignities to earn• a scanty living by the • 
· ;dii1dgery of teaching their language in strange 
.lands, sh~\Id hav~ been alleviated by th~ thought 
that a million or more of men were rescued from, · 
gli.~tly ~aterial mis!afJ. Are we to be so over­
whelmed with sotro\y for •the pitiful destiny of 
the men of exalted rank an_d sa~etl functi~n, as to . 
have IJjl tears for the forty thotl!land serfs in the 
gorgeS"ef the Jura, who were held in deathand by · 
the Bishop of Saint-Claude? . . 

The simple truth is that Burke dm not know" 
enough of the subject about which he .was writing. 
When he said, for instance, th~·the Frencli"J>efor:-:_ 

• ~pG:Ssessed all the element\ of a constituti; ' 
that might l;le made nearly as good as could be 
wished, he said what many 'of his contemporaries 
knew, and what all subsequent investigation ahd­
meditation have proved, to be recklessly ill-con­
sidered and untrue. As to the social state of 
France, his information was still worse. He saw • 
the dangers an~ disorders of the new system, but .. • 

• 
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he saw a 

0
verj little way into thee more cruel 

• • dangers and disorders of· the' nld. Maekintosh ' . ... "' 
replied J;o the' Refiectiq;<s with :&.&Al:i.q,ess • and 
temperance in the · VinJicice Gallicce~ Thomas 
Paintt replied to them with an energy, courage: 

0 and, eloquence worthy of hit cause, in the Rights oj · 
Ma~. But the substantial and decisive reply· to 
Burke came from his former eorrespgl!dent, the 

• • ,farmer at . Bradfield in Suffolk. Arthur Y dung 
published his Travels in F.Tance some. eighte¥n . . . 
mo~ths after the Reflections (1 ';192), and the pages 

' . . 
<ff the twenty-fi~t chapter in which he closes his . . . 

performance, as'ti luminous criticism of tlJ.e ·most 
importa~t side. of the Revolution, are ...,rth a 

' hundred times more than Burke, Mackintosh, and . . . 

• Pame all ptJ.t together. Young afterwards became 
panic-stricken, but his book remained. There the 

-~itt! plainly en~werates without trope or invec­
.tive the intolerable burdens under which bbe..:~t , 

mass of the French people ~ad for long yearS"been • 
groaning. It was tlie removai of these burdens 

• tl:rat rna~ the very heart's core of the Revolution, 
and gave to France the new life that so soon · 
astonished and terrified Europe. Yet Burke seems 
profoundly unconscious of the whole of them. He 
even boldly asserts.that, when tM several or~ere - -• 
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met in thei~bailliages in 1789, to choo~e their re-
• present!ti~es anrl ·~raw up their grievances and .,.. ·~ . 

inst!ucti8n~,· ih no one ~f these "lnstrurJ;ions did • . they. charge, or even hint at, any of those things 
that had drawn upon the usurping Assembly the 
detestation of the rati~al part of mankind. He • 
could not have made a more enormous blunder. 
There wa3.not a Mngle great change maae by the • • 

. Assembly that had not been demanded in thE\ 
~j.ci~s of $fievances .sent up by the nation to 
Versailles. The •division of the kingdom into 

• districts, and the proportioniwt of the repr~-
• • 

sentat~n to taxes and population t the suppression 
of the-tntendants; the suppression of all monks and • the sale of their goods and estates; the abolition of 
feudal rights, duties, and ser~ces ; the alienation o~ 
the king's domains; the demolition of the Bastille; 
these and all else were in th~prayers of h~:t Cn~ _ 

., ~i~iOilC the country had laid at ~he feet ofthe kitig. 
If this WE1e merely an incidental blunder in a 

fact, it might be of no importance. But it was a 
blunder tha~ went to the very root of ~e discfts-• 
sion. The fact that France was now at the back.· 
of the Assembly, inspiring its counsels and ratify- · 
in~ its decrees, was the cardinal element, and this 
is the fact which at this stage Burke systematically 

• • 
• 
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ignored. !'hat he ~~ould h~ve so. i~ored it, left 
him in t. curious position, for-rt left him: ~ithout 
any r~tional elp1anation of th~ f>'tlw.JC(lS ofe the • • • 
policy that. kindled. his • indignation •and con~ 
tempi. A publicist ,can never be sure of his~· 

• positi9n until he can explain to himself even 
.what he does not wish to justify to others. Burke 
thought 111. enough to dwell ll!>On thtimmense 

lumber of lawyers in the Assembly,.ancT to show • 
that lawyers are naturally .bad state~men. . He 

. ··• .. 
did not look the state of thin~s steadily in'.the . 
f&ce. · He set aU dowtJ. to the ignorance, folly, 
and wi~kedness. ~f t~e French leaders. · This . . 

was. as shallow as the way in which his e~mies, 
the philo~ophers, used to set do~n the superstition 
~f eighteen ~enturies to the craft of priests, and all 
defects in the government of Europe to the cruelty 

-- j) 'Jx &ts. How-l~ came about that priests and 
tyrant•s acquired their irresistible power ov~r men's 
minds, they neve~ inquir.e~. And Burke ne(e'r . . . . 

i inquired into the enth•usiastic EJ.equiescence of the -
,~ation, a~, what was most remarkable of all, the . 
1 acquiescence of the army, in the strong meas11res 
· of the Ass~mbly. Burke was in truth so appalled · 

by. the magnitude of the enterprise on which· 
France had embarke~, that he · forg~t for once_ the 

• • 
• 
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necessity iA politic~l affairs of serio~sly under-

• standi!g tl'he orW-~ating condit~ons of thiil~s. He 
was stra.ngel~ content ~th the lxplan9J,ions that 

. . 
came fro!n the malignants . at Coblenz, and he 

.· ; act~ally told Francis that he charged the di~rders 
not on the mo~ut o!l. the Duke of Orleans and • 
Mirabeau, on Barnave and Bailly, on Lameth and 
Lafayett#. who Md spent immense sunis" of money, . . . 
and used innu~erable a1ts, to stir up the populac' 
IJlfoughout France·~ the commission of the. enor-. . . 
mities that were s!J.ocking the conscience of Europe.: 
His imagination broke loo:e. I.ili.! practical rea.Sl5n I 

• . • l 

was JWl.Stered by something deeper in him than) 

reas<:>M • 
This brings us to remark a really singular 

trait. In spite of the predominanceeof practicai 
sagacity, of the habits and spirit of public busi­
ness, of vigorous actuality ip. •Burke's ctiltldete-,._ . . . 
:r.,et at !ibe bottom of all his th;ughts about com-
munities a~d governiDents there lay a certain 
mysticism. It was no irony, no li~erary trope, 

.. whan he talked of our having tau:ght the• Ameri~an.; 
husbandman " piously to believe in the mysterious . 
virtue of wax and parchment." He was using no 
idle epithet when he described the disposition of 
a ~tupendous •wisdom, "mQU].ding together the • 

• • 
• 
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great mysterious incorporation oJ the lfuman race." . . . . 

To hi~ there actu.ally was an elf3\Ilent ~f Itystery '" 
in the c~hesion\of men~ societieS:fn•political 
obedience, in the sanctity of contract ; 

0 
in al~ the . 

fabri~of law and charter and- obligation, wheth'er 
o written or ~nwritten, that 0is th~sheltering bul-

• · wark between civilisation and barbarism. When 
reason and"history had contribu!'ed alllt~ey c<;>uld • 

l,o the explanation, it seemed to him as if "the 
vital force, .the secret of orgoo.isation, th~ bindillg 

·framework, must still come fronf the'impenetrable • regions J:>eyond 1-eo-soni~g and beyond history. . 
There was an~her powerful conservativ~ writer 

of that fj.ge, whose genius ·was aroused ~to a 
protest against the r~volut!onary spirit as vebe~ · 
inent as B«rke's. This was Joseph de Maistre, 
one of the most -learned, witty, and acute of all 

~ti~narj philos~phers. De Maistre wrote a 
book on ,the Geierative Principle of Politic~! c 
Constitutions. He could ocly find tJris principle 
in the operation of.oc6ult and supernatural forces, 

• producing• the half-divine legislators who figure 
mysteriously in the early history of nations. 
Hence he held, and with astonishing ingenuity 
enforced, the doctrine that noth!ng . else co~ld 
deliver ~urope from the Satanic forces of revo-

• • 
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lution-he• used the word Satanic in all literal ' . seriou~e::l!3-sa~e the divinely in~pired su:r-remacy 
of Whe P~I'E!. • No natuial operat~ms seemed at all 

- adequate•either to produce or to maintain the 
. mar~el of a coherent society. We are relflinded 

of a professor~' in ~e fantastic days of geology, 
explained the Pyramids of Egypt to be the remains 
of a vof~nic e&ption that had for~ed its· way . . . 
np~ards by a slow and stately motion ; the hiero• 
gjy_Phs w:re crystallille formations ; and the sh~ft 
of the great Pyra!flid was the air-hole of a volcano . 

.. De Maistre preferreQ. a suiilar ~lanatiop. of the 
monst~us structures of modern s&iety. The hand 
of rna could never have reared, and ccwld never 
uphold them. If we ca~not say that Burke 
laboured in constant travail with tht! same per-• 
plexity, it is at least true that. he was·· keenlt­
alive to it, and that one of t.he reasons w£y he• 

1 
dreaded to see a finger laid upo~ a single stone of 
a single political edilice, was his consciousness . . . 

that he saw no answer to the perpetual enigma 
how any ofthese edifices had ever been built, a~d ' 
how. the passion, violence, and waywardness of 
the natural man had ever been persuaded to bow 
their necks to the strong yoke of a common social 
disclpline. · Never was mysti@ism more q.nseason-

• R • 
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able; ne.ver was an hour when,men J:ft:leded more 
carefulJ,y to rem~rrU:>er .Burke's O"*.ll wis~ plhctical 
precept, when h\ was ~ing about "rtle- .Bri~sh 
rule 'in India, that we must throw a s~cred veil 
over · ~e beginnings of government. Many ~o~s 

• nrlght perhaps have been • sav~to Europe, if 
• Burke ha~ applied this maxim to the government 

. of the new "France. 0 ,0 
• • 

• Much has always been said about the incon-
sistency between Burke's enmity to the R.evoluti~ 

-a!ld his enmity to Lc;>rd _North in•one set of circum­
stanc~s,.and to ~ arrenJiastings in another. The 
pamphleteers of~he day made selections fiOm the 
speecheso9.nd tracts of his happier time, ami the 
seeming contrast hap its effect. •· More candid 

·,.,. "opponents lttlmitted then, as all competent persons. 
· ~it now; that . the inconsistency was verbal 
.. -an stlperficial. ~tson, the Bishop of Llandaff, 

was only one of onany who observed vOO"y ear1y_ ~ 
• that this was the unmistakable temuer of Burke's 

mind.. " I admired, as everybody did," he . . . . 
said, "the talents, but not the principles of Mr. · 
Burke; his opposition to the Clerical Petition. [for • ,., 
relaxation of subscription, 1772] first excited my 
suspicion of his being a High. Churchman i~ re­
ligion, fWd a Tory, l'erhaps 'an aristocratic Tory, in 

• • 
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the state." •Burks..,had indeed never been v,nything . 
else th~n a con~rvative. He was like F:ftkland, 
wh~ ha'd' bitt~rly assailed Straff<frd and• Finch on • . the .same principles .on which, after the outbreak 

• o( the civil war, he consented to be Secretary of 
State to King ~rles. • Coleridge is borne out by • 
a hundred passages, whim he says that.iu Burke's • • • writings.lk the beginning of the American Revo-
lution and in those at the beginning of the French'. 
Bevoluti<lll, the printliples are the same and the 
deductions are th: same ; ~e practical inferences . . . 
are almost opposite in t})e Olli!P case from those 
drawn ~n the other, yet in both equally legitimate. 
It wo'tfld be better to say that they w61W.d have 
been equally legitimate, if Blirke had been as right 
in his facts, and as ample in his knowfedge in the • ' 
case of France, as he was in th~ case of Amerip­
w_ e feel, indeed, that partly•from want of this­
knowled~e, he has go:qe too farefrom some of the 
wise maxims.of an earlier ti~e. What has become 
of the doctrine that all great public colljctions .of • 
men-he was then speaking of the House of Com-

. mons-" possess a marked love of virtue and an 
abhorrence of vice" ? 1 Why was the French 
AsSimbly not t_o have the benefit of this admir-

1 American Taxation. • 
• • 
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0 ' able geperalisation 1 What ltas betome of all 
those -sayings a"bout the pres~ption, •in all • 
disputes -betwee\ natiomt and rul~r~,.":bein~ at· . .. . . 
least upon a par in favour of the people" ; and. . ~ .. 

· . a populace never rebelling from ,Passion for atta~k, .. · 
• but from impatience of su~erin~ And where is · 

now the ~trong dictum, in the letter to the Sheriffs 
• • • • of Bristol, that "general rebellions an<f ;evolts of_. 

•a whole people never were encourag~d, now or at 
* . . . 

,. ; any·time; they are always Jjrovoked"? • · ,·. •· 

· When all these thJngs ha-le been noted, to . . .. . . . 
hold a. man to .his ~rmulre -without referep.ce 
to their special~pplication, is pure pedantry, and 
the mos$ foolish pedantry. Burke was ~ last 
.man to 'lay down ~y political proposition not 

·subject to• the ever varying interpretation of 
<=:£:Y'cum~ances, an.d independen~ly of the particular . 

·· - use 1ilat was to be made of it. Nothing universal, , 
he had always ~id, can be rationally• affirmed . . 

on any moral or po}itical subject. • The lines of 
morality, again, are never idear' lines of mathe-• . . . . 

matics, but are broad and 'deep as well as long, 
admitting of exceptions, and demanding modifica­
tions. "These exceptions and modifications are 
made, not by the process of logic, but by the ~ules 

. . 
of prudWJ,ce. Priichmce is not onlv first in rank 

• • 



• • HIS ME'.iOHOD • •• 24o • . ' . of the virt~es, poJjtical and moral, but s~e is the 
direct~, the regulator, the sta~dard · of them all. 
.As~o m.oM •questions ,.re ever tbstract-questions, 

. "this1 befo~e I judge upon any abstract proposition, 
ntust be embodied in circumstances ; for: since 
things are r~ an~ wrong; morally speaking, • 
only by their relation and connection. 'Yith other 

• things, t.~s very question of what it is politically 
righ.t to. grant, depends upon its relation to itt 
.wets." • " Circums~imces," he says, never weary:: 

· of laying down hi~ great notion of political method, ; 
. . . ' 

· "give, in reality; to ever:~· po:ijtl'cal· prii!fiple its ; 
distin~shing colour and discfmrlnating effect.\ 

I 

The~ircumstances are what render EWery civil/ 
and political scheme bene~cial or obnoxious to! 
mankind." • 

.. 
This is ·at once the weapon with which_ hm 

would have defended his ow;, consistency, and­
attacket! the absolute proceedi:ags in France. He \ 
changed hi~ front, but he never changed his /v 
ground. He was not mo;e passionate agamst • • • th~~- proscription in France, than he had been 
against the suspension of Habeas Corpus in the 
American war. "I flatter myself," he said in the 
Rejections, '' that I love a manly, moral, regulated 
liberty." Ten• years before • he had s~d, "The 

• • 
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0 ' ~ liberty, ~he only liberty I meaq. is a !iberty con· 
nected ewith order.: The court . tOed th rt\gulate 

. liberty toe severE!iy. It f<t~nd in hirrt a.Ii in.tle~ble 
. . 

opponent. Demagogues tried to remove the r~gu- . 
lation~ of liberty. They encountered in him the 

• 'bitterest and most unceasirfg of ~remonstrants. 
The arbitrary majority in the House of Commons . . . . ~ 

forgot for whose benefit they ~eld poo;er, from • 
~hom they derived their authority, and in wnat 
description of government it-was that t~ey ha~~ 
p_laCe. Burke was the JOOSt vatl!uit and strenuous 
champiQll in the r!ljlks qf the independent minority. 
He withstood to•the face the king and thBt king's 
friends. o'He withstood' to the face Chari~ Fox· 
a~d the Friends of J;he People. He may have 
·been wron~ in both, or in either, but it is un-
~e to tell us' that he turned· back in his 
- courso;1"hat he w~sa a revolutionist in 1770, and 

a reactionist in l.'790 ; that he was in -his sane 
• mind when he opposed the suprep1acy of the 

· court, but that liis ;eason was tottering when he . . . . . ' 

opposed the supremacy of the Faubourg Saint-
Antoine. 

There is no part of Burke's career at which we 
· may not find evidence of his instinctive and.un-• . 

dying re.9ugnance tt> the critical or revolutionary 
• 
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spirit and• all its ~orks. 1From thl early days .. 
when•he•had jlarodied Bolingbroke, do~ to the 
Iaber Jinree t> hen he aenounc¥ Cona_orcet as a 
fanatical• atheist, with " every disposition to the 
k>west as well as the highest and most det~mined . 
villainies," I.~vari\bly suspected or denounced • 
everybody, virtuous or vicious, high-minded or 
ignoble,~ho in'!uired with too keed 'a scrutiny 

• • ilfto the foundations of mor~, of · religion, ~f 
.l~cial o:der. To eJamine with a curious or un­
favourable eye ;he bases of established opinions, 
was to show a leaning ~ anarooy, to atheism,•or . 
to u~bridled liberti~is~· Ahoody we tave seen 
ho'ililt three years after the publication of his 

• Thoughts on the Present Discontents; and seventeen 
years before the composition of the .Ref.ections, lte 
denounced the philosophers with a fervour and a 
vehemence which he never afterwards c&Ipa&Mr • • 
When .a few of the clergy petitioned to be relieved 
from some of the seferities or-subscription, he had 

. resisted th;m on the bold" ground that the truth 
of a proposition deserves less attenti~ thall" the 
effect of adherence to it upon the established order 
of things. " I will not enter into the question," 
he told the House of Commons, "how much truth .• ts preferable to peace. Perl;taps truth may l~ far -• 
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0 ' • better. But as we hrrve scarcely cveP. the same .. - . 
certaint:1 m the one that we hav~ in too other, I . . . 
would, unless the \futh we~ ~vident -iide~, h~ld 
fast to peace." In that intellectual re~lessness, 
to whieh the world is so deeply indebted, Bu~b 

0 could: recognise but scantyOmer~~imself the 
most industrious· and active-minded of men, he 
was ever so"ber in cutting the ~han~e\1- of his 
~tivity, and he would have had- others ·equaM.y ' 
moderate. Perceiving that :p1ain and righteous 

••• conduct is the end of life in 'this -.vorld, he prayed · 
m~n riot to be aover-cur~ous in searching for, and 

• • • handling, and ag8in handling, the theoreti~ base 
on which ~e prerogatives of virtue repose.· 1/ro­
vided that there was peace, that is to say, so much . . 
o'f fair happi•ess and content as is compatible with 
the conditions of the human lot, Burke felt that a 
~o gr~lFihquisitivtq,ess as to its foundations was 
not only idle but cruel. 

. . 
If the world continues to•read the Reflections, 

and re\lds it with•a. riew admiration ·not dimin­
,sMd by eb.e fact that on the special issue its 
tendency is. every day more clearly discerned 
to have been misleading, we may be sure that it 

\'is not for the sake of such things as the precise 
\character of the Rev.olution of 1M8, where, ~~ 
l . •· • • 
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. ' . 
that matte!, con~itutional writers have, shown ; 

' .• I abundantly tha~ Burke was ~arly as much in i 
the "'rrdg a~ Dr. Sachewrell. lfor has •the book / . . 

.lived. merely by its gorgeous rhetoric and high 
et~otions, though, these have been contri~uting 
elemen~. I't"-rives b:cause it contains a senti­
ment, a method, a set of informal .P-rinciples, 

• which, a;~kened ~to new life after the Revolu­
timi,. rapidly transformed the current ways oft 
t]f~king .and feeling ~bout all the most serious 
objects of our attention, .and have powerfulll 

. helped to give a richer sj.bstailce to all.modern 
literatlfre. In the Reflections w~ have the first 
grea~ sign thst the ideas on governliillent and 
philosophy that Locke bad j)een the chief agent 
in setting into European circulatiofl, and that· 
had carried all triumphantly before them throu~ • 
out the century, did not co*prebend £Ire ;tOie 
truth nor the deepest truth aboqt h'uman character 
-the relatiops of me~ and the union of men in 
society. It has often been ~aid •that the armoury 
from which the French philosophe~ of the ' 
eighteenth century borrowed their weapons was 
furnished from England, and it may be added as 
trul.;r that the reaction against that whole scheme 
of thought ca~e froin Englam:l. In on~sense we 

• • -
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may call the Rejlectwns a political p!mphlet, but - . 
it is ~uch more tpan this, just ~ the• m~ement . • 
against which it.as leveJied was mf:tl!h mQre ~han 
a political movement. The RevolutioJ re~~d on. 
a ph!losophy, and Burke confronted it with ~n 

{antagonistic philosophy. ctrho:e 'f!ni' but super­
J ficial rea~~rs who fail to see at how many points 
\Burke, while seeming only to d&.l witht\e French 
I I • 

~onarchy and the British constitution, with 'Dr. 
Price and Marie Antoin~t~, was in • fact, !1-V~ 
exactly because he dealt With -them in the com-

• prehen~ive spirlt llf tile philosophy, turning men's 
_minds to an attitude from which not Qilly the 
politicalcfncidents of the hour, ~t the O'l!!rrent 
ideas about religion,, psychology, the very nature 

'of human •knowledge, would all be seen in a 
changed light and ·clothed in new colour. All 
;e'ml""'ifr'ofound sp~ulation about society comes 
in time to touch

0 
the heart of every other object 

of speculation,, not by directly contributing new . . -
truths or directl)r corroborating old ones, but by 
:Setting tr!en to consider the cons_equences to life 
'of different opinions on these. abstract subjects, 
and their relations to the great paramount interests 
of society, however those interests may happen at .. 
the tiine to be conceived. Burke'l book marks a .. 

• •• 
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turning-point in li~rary h!story,· bec:use it was 
the si~al•for t~e reaction ove; the whole.field of. 
th0t1gl:!J;. in~o· which t~ Revo~tion d:J;Pve many\ 
of the fi~est· minds of the next generation, by: 
sl\o~ing the supp,osed consequences of pu~ indi­
vidualistic ~onalisnt 

We need not attempt to work out the details 
of this fwctensio:ft of a political reacti~n into a • • 
universal reaction in philosophy a11d poetry. Anf 
-~.e maY. easily think out for himself what conse­
quences in act aftd thought, as well as in govern­
ment, would b~ likely to fliw, foJI!'xample,jrom ol1e 
of the41!lost permanently admirab!e sides of Burke's 
teac+dng-h~ respect for the collectiv' reason of 
men, and his sense of the impossibility in politics 

• 
and morals of considering the indwidual a~art 
from the experience of the race. .. we are afrai(l," 
he says, "to put men to li~ •and traPe~ch -on 
liis own private stock of reasan, because we sus­
pect that this stock G in each man is small, and . -· . 
that the individuals would db better to avail 
themselves of the general bank and• capitar of• 
nations and of ages. Many of our men of sper:ula­
t·iOn, i'll.8tead of exploding general prejudices, employ · 
tJL:ir sagacity to discover the latent wisdom which 

prevails in t~m. If they find what they seek, -• •• 
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and they s~ldom fail~ they thlnk it rftore wise to 
continv~ the prejudice with th~ •• easo:ft. ilfvolved, 

4 

• 
than· to r.ast aw\Y the ~t of preJ't.tli~.ant to 
leave nothing but the naked reason-= because . 
preju~ce with its reason has ,a motive to giVe 
action to that reason, and In affectftfn' which will 
give it permanence. Prejudice is of ready ap­
plication b; the ~mergency; it :r"revious~ engages • 
the mind in a s~eady course of wisdom and virtue, 
and does not leave the m~n hesitating in ~~ 
moment of decision, sceptical, -puzzled, and un-

• r~solve~ Prejltdife r~nders a man's virtue his 
habit, and not • a series of unconnecteci acts. 
Through J$1st prejudice, his duty 'b6lc<;~mes a-part 
·of his nature." Is not this to say, in other words, . . 
that in eve~ man the substantial foundations of 
a<;tion consist of the accumulated layers various 
gener~t!es of aD.~ejtors have placed· for him ; 
that the greater p~t of our sentiments act most 
effectively when they act• most Il2echanically, 
and by the meth<1ds of an unquestioned system ; 

• tMt altMugh no rule of conduct or spring of 
action ought. to endure that does not repose in 
sound reason; yet this naked reason is in itself 
a less effective means of influencing action tljan 
when it exists as. o:ae part of a fatric of ancient - . • •• 
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and ende!t'red asso'ciatio~ f Interp~eted by a 
mobil~ genius, 11olld e;panded bl a poetic i:jpagina­
tioa, all tlds• became t.Qe foun)'ttion f~m which 
the philo~opby of Coleridge started, and, as Mill 
bas· shown in a· p.mous essay, Coleridge ~s the 
great apos~of the c&.servative spirit in England • 
in its best form. 

ThouJh Burl& here, no doubt, fo~ild a true 
ba8e for the philosophy of order, yet perhap!l 
. {;~ndorc~t or Barnave might have justly asked 
him wheth&, wtren we thus realise the strong 
and immovable foundatitns tna1r are laid in odr . ~ . 
chara~er before we are born, t~re could be any 
occl!!lion, as ~ matter of fact, for the. vehement 
alarm that moved Burke lest a few lawyers, by 

• 
a score of parchment decrees, shoukl overthro\t 
the venerated sentiments of Europe about just~ce 
and about property ? Sho~ he not h~ Jniown 
better than most men the fore~ of the self-protect­
ing elements of society ? 

This is ~ot a convenient ptace for discussing 
the issues between the school of or~r and \he • 
school of progress. It is enough to have marked 
Burke's position in one of them. The Reflections 
places him among the great Conservatives of • history. Pertaps the o~ Englishman with -• .. 
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0 ' • whom i~ this respect he !_Lay. be c8mpared, is • 
Sir ThQlllas More,7 that virtuous ~d eh:lqtfent re­
actionist of the si~eenth ~tury. lVfote ab>umlecl· 
in light,.in intellectual interests, in sing,e-ini~ded . 
care f8r the common weal. He ~as ~ anxious as 
any man of his time for thl improv~ordering of 
the Church, but he could not endure that reforma­
tion shq~ci"be bought at the pri~e of bl1l0~king up • 
the ancient spiritual unity of Europe. He was 
willing to slay and be slain rt.ther than lle woufg.. 
tolerate the destruction of the <fl.d faith, or assent 

• to the violence of ~e ~w statecraft. He viewed 
Thomas Cromwell's policy of reformation, just as 
Burke v~ed Mirabeau's policy .,f revoldtion. 
Burke too, we may ~e very sure, would as will­
Ingly have ~nt Mirabeau and Bailly to prison or 
the block, as More sent Phillips to the Tower and 
BainhimC::W the sta1:e. For neither More nor 
Burke was of t~ gentle contemplative spirit, 
which the first disorder o( a new ;;ociety just 
bursting into Iife•me;ely overshadows with sad-

• dening regrets and poetic gloom. The old har­
mony was to them so bound up with the purpose 
and meaning of life, that to wage active battle for 
the. gods of. their reverence was the irresisti~le 

instinct of self-presePVation. More \.ad an excuse - • • 
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which Burkle had noli, foi' th~ principle ~f persecu­
tion ~s oacceated by the best minds. ~f the 

sixtien~l1 c~rttury, but ~y the ~st miDJis of the 
eighteen tit it was emphatically repudiated. 

• Another illustrjous name of Burke's own era 
rises to ou~ips, as ~e ponder mentally the too. 
scanty list of those who have essayed the great. 
and hard'~ task o~ reconciling order wit"h' progress. 

• • Tutgot is even a more imposing figure than Burk~ 
himself. The impr~sion made upon us by the ·•. . 
pair is indeed -.ery different, for Turgot was 
austere, reserved, distant, I. man en many silencetl • • • and IIWlCh suspense; while Burke, as we know, 
was •imaginative, exuberant, unrestra~ed, and, 
like some of the greatest actors on the stage of . . 

human affairs, he had associated his ~wn person-• 
ality with the prevalence of right ideas and good 
influences. In Turgot, on ~M other 4r"<Ln~, we 
discern something of the isolatJon, the sternness, · 
the disdainf~l melan~~oly of Tacitus. He even 
rises out of the eager crowd M the Voltairean 
age with some of that .austere mo!al indtg- • 
nation and haughty astonishment with which 
Dante had watched the stubborn ways of men 
centuries before. On one side Turgot shared 
the• conservati~ of Burke, though, perhaps, he 

• • • 



2~ •• • • 
•• • 

. BURKE 
• 

. 
• ~HAP • 

would hlrdly hav~ given: it that •name. He 
habitu!tlly corrected the headl~n!! iDsisience of • . . ~ 
tl:J.e rev~lutiona~ philog>phers, hts• fri4iJ1d~ by . 
reminding them that neither pity, :dbr benevo-.. ~ 

lenc~ nor hope can ever dis~ense with ju;ti~e ; 
and he could riever end~:r.re to ~r of great· 
changes being wrought at the cost of this sove-. 
reign quality. Like Burke, he held 4st to the · 

. . ~· 
,doctrine that everything must ~be done for•the· .i 
multitude, but nothing by t4em. Like Burke, he· : 

, . . ... 
realised how close are the link~that bind the sue~·", 
eessive generat~ns of !nen, and make up the long 
chain ~f humaD tisto~y. .Like Burke, hi nev~r 
believed that the human mind has.any spo~ane-

o . 
ous inclination · to welcome pure truth. Here, 

. . . 
•howev~r, i~visible between them a hard line of 
division. It is not error, said Turgo.t, that 
oppos,es~he · pro~e~s of truth ; it is indolence, 
obstiriacy, and the spirit of routine. But then • Turgot enjoined upon us t"o make it the aim of . . 
life to do battle in ourselves and others with all 
this indo~nce, obstinacy, and spirit of routine in· 
the world ; Burke, on the contrary, gave to 
these bad things gentler names, surrounded them 
with the picturesque associations of the past, •• and in the vast cQOvulsion of l'!is time thre"! .. 

• 
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all his pas~ion a:ad •an his genius on their side. 
Will a!J.y feade»-doubt which of.these two !ypes of 
the'Schr>ol of.orderand-,ustice,~th of tflem noble, 
is tqe mo~e valuable for the race, and the worthier • and more ~mula~ngJdeal for the individualt 

It is not certain that Burke was not sometimes • 
for a moment startled by the suspici()R that he 

• • ~. might uulfwares l::ie fighting against the truth. Ii 
the· midst of flaming and bitter pages, we now and 
~~feel a cool bre~th from the distant region of 
a half-pensive to!erance. • " I do. not think," ~ · 
says at the close of the Rcflccti~. to the ptrson to 

. . 
whom-they were addressed, "that my sentiments 
are :rtkely to alter yours. I do not kno~hat they 
ought. You are young ; y8u. cannot guide, but. 

. . 
must follow, the fortune of your country. But 
hereafter they may be of some u.se to yo~ in some 
future form which your comn!onwealth may' take .. 
In the present it can .hardly rE!nain ; but before 
its final settlement, it may be o~liged to pass, as 
one of our poets says, 'through great varieties pf • 
untried being,' and in all its transmigrations to be 
purified by fire and blood." . 

He felt in the midst of his angry hate that what 
he ~ok for seething chaos, might after all be the • • struggle upwards of the germs of order. • Among . . 
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• the latei words that f1e wroi ~ the -rtevol~tion 
. were these :-" If Jt' great chang~.is td b~ made 
in huma:d affair~' the Bfinds of men "'i}; be 
fitted to it; the general opi~ions ·an~ fee].ings . . . ' . . 
will draw that way~ E~erJ'fear, ,very hope 
will for\vard it;· and then. they who persist in 
opposing. this mighty current in human affairs, 

. will appear rather to resist th~ decret~ of Pro- • 
0 . . 

.vidence itself, than the mere designs of men." . 
We can only regret that thE!!le rays of j;he '111Jl'ill 
fji'l"l'inior did not' shine -,ith a m~re st~dfast light; 
and th!Jii a sph;it ., hioo, alllid the · sharp press of 
manifoid cares ;nd distractions, had ever vibrate~ 
with l?ft~syinpathies, was not no-wt more con~tant 

• to its faith in the beaeficent powers and processes 
of the Uns~en Tinie. 



CHAPTER IX • 
BURKE• AND IUS PARTY-PROGRESS. OF TlTI!; . . . . 

• Rt:VOLUTION-IRELAND-LAST YEARS • '--­
.itlR sorp.e months -after the publication of the 
Re;R.uot.ions, Burk~ kept up the relations of an 
~~ . . 

armed peace with his old. poijtical frienas. The 
India~ impeachment went on, 'and in Decem­
ber•(1790) t:I.ere was a private meeWI!g on the 
business connected with it,. between Pitt,· Burke, 
Fox, and Dundas,. at the house of the Speaker~ 
It was described by one who knew, as most 

• • • annable, and there seems t~ have been a l,!eneral 
impression in the world at thil moment that Fox 

• 
might by s~me means be .induced to join Pitt. 
What troubled 'the slumbers of good Whi0crs like • • • 

. Gilbert Elli~~· was the prospect of Fox com-
mitting himself too strongly on . French affairs. 
Burke himself was in the deepest dejection at the 
pr~spect ; for Fox did not cease to express the 

• ·most unqualified disapprovat of the !Jejlectimts; 
• . . 
•• 
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he tho{Ight that, even 'in poiAt ~f confposition, it 
was the worst thi"-g that Burke•.llad flveP pub-
li'!hed. It was aliiWady f~ed that ~j! friood~hip 
for Sheridan was drawing him farther :..vay f]'Om 
Burke~ with whop:t Sheridan ha\l quarJllled, into 

• a course of politics . that w~uld both ~amage ·his 
own reputa~ion and break up the strong union of ' . . .· 

which the Duke of Portland was th~-.uominal • 
• • ~Jad . 

. New floods in France had ~ot yet carljed b~i:. 
t~e ship of state into .raging ;raters. Pitt was 
thinkin~t so little• o' da~er from that country that 
he had plunged· into a policy of interven~on in 
the affai:rb of Eastern· Europe. When wrl\;ers 
charge Burke with ~reaking violently in upon 
• • Pitt's system of peace abroad and reform at home, 
they overlook the fact that before Burke had begun 
to pre!ch ~is crusade~gainst the Jacobins, Pitt had 

·. already prepared aowar with Russia. The nation 
. . 

refused to follow. Tqey agreed with.Fox that it 
was· no concern of theirs whether or not Russia . . . . ' . 
took from Turkey the country between the .Bong 
and. the Dniester ; they felt that British interests 
would be more damaged by the expenses of a war 
than by the acquisition by Russia of OckzakQW. . . 

Pitt was qpliged to 'hrow up the scheme, and to 
• • • 

• 
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• 
extricate ~imsel' al well ~s- he could trom rash 
engag~me"nts with Prussia. It was on accouht of his 
ser•ic8'S to •tLe cause o\peace jn this o~asion that 
Cat)lerin: ordered the Russian ambassador to send 
her a bu~,.of Fox•in white marble, to be pl:ced in . -
her colonnade between Demosthenes and Cicero. 
We may; take it for granted that after ,the Revolu­

, tion ros; 'to its f~ll height the bust of Fox accom­
paiJ.ied that of Voltaire down to the cellar of t~ 

. ifermit!\ge. . • 
While the aff~r of th~ Russian armament w~s 

still occupying the minister, dl.; event ~f signal 
impot'tance happened in the ranks of his political . 
adv~rsaries. 'l'he alliance which had.-lasted be­
tween Burke and Fox for .five:and-twenty. years 
came to a sudden end, and this r~ft graduall; 
widened into a destructive breach throughout the 
party. There is no parnllel f\n• our parTia~ntary 
history to the fatal sc~ne. ·In !4rela'.ld, indeed, only 
eight years liefore, Flood an<! Gr~ttan, after fighting 
side by side for ,many years, had all at ouce sprtlng • 
upon one another in the Parliament House with 
the fury of vultures : Flood had screamed to 
Grattan that he \vas a mendicant patriot, and 
Grj.ttan had called Flood an ill-omened bird of 

• night, with a sepulchral note: a cadaver" us aspect, . . . 
• 



. ". - 262\l• 
.. 
• OORKE clAP. 

0 

·and a hloken beak. .The rAsh, like the French, 
have tile art of ma~ing things drar.;atic, an!Burke 
was the g1eatest of;Jrishdn. On the openilfg of 

. . . 
the session of1791, the Government had iptroduced 

• . .. ~i • 
a bill for the..,.better. govern.meflLoLGtrnada. It 
introduced questions about. Church establishments 
and · hereditary legislators. In discussing these • • Fox made some references to France~ • It was • . ·~ . 

:::ifnpossible to refer to France without touching the 
Reflections on the French Re~olution. B11rke TitS 

11ot present, but he hea{d what tox had said, and 
before l~ng Fox ~~n introduced l'rench affairs in 
s. debate on tho Russian armament. Burle rose 
in violentc::l!.eat of m:ind to reply, tmt the HOuse 
would not· hear him. • He resolved to speak when . .. 
the time caine for the Canada Bill to be recom-
mitted. Meanwhile some of his friends did all 
they, ~oufd .to~di;s'dta~~-.}4IJ?. _from pr_essi~g- the 
matter further. ' ~veli. the Prince of Wales ·is . . 
said to have writte_q, him a letter. • There were . . 
m!lny sig~s of the rupture th~t was so soon to 
come in tht;l Whig ranks. Men so equally devoted 
to the common cause as Windham and Elliot 
ne~rly came to a quarr~l at a dinner-party at Lord·. 
Malmesbury's, on the ~ubject of Burke's desigv tO 

• speak; a~ Windham, who for the present sided 
• • 

• 
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with Fox, ~nters ,inlhis di~ that he 'w~s glad to 
escape from ~e room with01;t speaking- to the 
m3i). vhom: since th«:Yt.death of Dr. J'l!ihnson, he • revered -eefore all other men besides. 

v · On th,daurpoiniJd for the Canada Bln, Fox 
'called at Burke's liouse, and after some talk 41 

on Burke's intention . to speak, ansi. on other 
matters: -they w\lked down to Westminster. and 

• • entered the House together, as they had so ma~ 
atune aone befor~ but were never to do again. 
··tr!~· -
They found tha~the debate had been adjourned,. • • and it was not until MaJ 6t~ t1:tat Burlie bad an 
oppoftunity of explaining himself on the Revolu­
tio!t in Fraace. He had no soone..,rlsen than. 
interruptions broke out f~m his own side,,.!!cnd 
a scene of g!eat disorder follo~ed. Bur~~ 
was incensed bey~Qnd_endurance-hl_..this tre~k 

ment, for even Fox and Wmdham ~ad• taken 
part in the tumult against •him. With much 

• 
bitterness .he _ commented. on Fox's previous 
eulogies of the Revolution, ·and fin@Y there -· ·-· came the fatal words of severanQ.~._ " It is in-
'aiscreet," he said, " at any period,· but especially 
at my time of life, to provoke enemies~ or give my 

· friends occasion to-desert ine. Yet if my firm and 
steady adhere~ce to the Britfsh Constit.ution p,lace 

• • • '• 
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me in such a dilemma,•! am leady to ~sk it, and 

• 0 

with ~ last w.o~i'l..t<>-exctaim_,,.:J;ly_-frQ~the 

F_,...re .... n~ch~C~Gil:-:-st_it~u:-ti-:-6~'" F~ at this ~C1int ~gil'ly 
called to him that there was no loss ot friends. 

~'Yes, 'es," cri~d Burke, " there is .a loss ~· frierid~. 
• I\know the P.ri_ce of my condTict. I have done my 

duty at th!3 price of mY, friend._O_ur_fr~:p_<lship_is 
a"t .. a;;;:n"'"e•n•d!!".'":•. - • • • 
~--------- . ==:::::iThe members who sat on .the same side were 
aghast at proceedings that ~ent beyo~d th~~. 
worst apprehensions. Even tlftl ministerialists 
were sho~ked. Pit~ agr;ed much more with Fox_ 
than with_ Burke, but he would have been om ore 

-than hum~ if he had not watchE¥1 with c!Tm­
placency _ his two m~st formidable :adversaries _ 
turning their4'swords against one another. Wilber­
force, who was more disinterested, lamented the 
specta~e a! shame fat. In the galleries there was 
hardly a dry eye. .J!ox, as might have be;;-ex~ 
--:::-~*- ·--pected from his warm and generous pature, was 
d.eeply moved, an<f is des_cribed as weepJEg even· 

• t:Osool:iing.•-He repeated his former acknowledg­
ment of his debt to Burke, and he .repeated his 
former expression of faith in the blessings which 
the abolition of royal aespotism would bring to 

I 0 

France. With unabltted vehemenc~ Burke again 
• • • 

• 

-. 
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rose to denoun~ the Fr~nch Constitution-" a 
1:) jldi!J.g •comtJised .of 'untemJ?,ered mor!ar-the 
wo¥ 111 G<1tns and V af4dals, where evei"ything was 
dlsjpinteCT and inverted." After a shol't rejoinder 
from Fo~the scene came to a close, and tlfe once 

~" 

friendly intercourse ~etween the two heroes was 
at an end. When they met in the mq:qagers' box. 

, in W est_~nster tiaU on the business of Hastings's 
trial, they met with the formalities of strang~ 
-l'~ere is. a story that wheu Burke left the House 
on the night of tl!e quarreJ1 it was raining, and ~r. 
Curwen, a member of t~ O~p~sition, ~k him 
home•in his carriage. Burke .at once began to 
dec,aim agai•st the French. Cur91 dropped 
some remark on the other side. " What!" Burke 
cried out, grasping the check-string, 11 are you on; 
of these people ? Set me down ! " Tt needed all 
Curwen's force to keep hiNM where h: wall; and 
when they reached his house <iiBurke stepped out 

• 
without saying a siugle woril . 

We may agree that all this d!d not indicate the • • perfect sobriety and self-control proper to a states-
man in what was a serious crisis not only to his 
. party but to Europe. It was about this time that 
B~rke said to Addingto~:.W.ho_was then_Spe!!-k.er 
-= • 
of the House of Commons, that he W!\i not well . 

• • -• 



• 266 \: ~ BJJRKE' 0 

.. 
Clt!\.P;_ 

. 0 J 

"I eat t~o much, Spe!ker," ~ ~aid, ".1 drink too 
much, a.nd I sleep too little.". It ~even sa'd that 

• 
he felt th• final breach w~h Fox as•!t relitf ffom 

~ . 

unendurable suspense; and he quoted•the ljnes 
about•JEneas, after he had finall,I re:;ol.Jd to quit 
Dido and the Carthaginia: shore, at last being 

• 

• able to sp~tch slumber in his ship's tall stem .. 
There can be no doubt how sev~re had-~een the · • 

:J)nsion. Yet the performan-ce to which Burke ·: 
now applied himself is one eof the grayest ap~. 
most reasonable of all his comptsitions. He felt. · 
it neceSiijl.ry to vi'hcycata the fundamental con,siBt­
ency betwee~ his present and his past .. w~ have 
no difficul~in imagining the abust~ to which• he 
. was exposed from t~ose whose abuse -gave him 
pain. In a <!buntry governed by party, a politician 
who quits the allies of a lifetime must expect to 
pay· tlle p~nalty. •Ute Whig papers told him 
tlMtt . he was ex~cted to . surrender his. seat 

. . . 
in Parliament. They imputed to him. all· sorts 
of sinister· motives. ·His name was introduced 

• into ir<mi;al toasts. .For a wh~le year there was 
scarcely a member of his former party who did 
not stand aloof from him. Windham, when the 

· feeling was at its heiglit, sent word to a host t~at 
he would ~ather not"meet Burke ~t dinner. Dr. 

. . 
• 
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Parr, thou~h he ~hQught Mr. Burke the. greatest 
mau u~Oit ear~,declared himself most indi~nantly • 
aud. most fixedly on ~he side of M~ Sheridan 

~ 

and. Mr.•Fox. The Duke of Portland, though 
a:1ways ~cribe~ as strongly and fondly attached 
to him, and Gilbert Efliot, who thought that Burke 
was right in his views on the Revqlption, and , 
right it\ expressfng them, still could not forgive 
the open catastrophe, and for many months ~ 

.• ~e old. habits of•intimacy among them were 
entirely broken tff. .. • 

Burke did not bend ~ t~ •storm. Jle~F:nt 
do~ to Margate, and there finished the Appeal 
jr<!m the New to the Old Whigs. ~nwhile he 
despatched his son to CobJ~nz to give advice to 
the royalist exiles, who were theu. &.aiuly in. the 
hands of Calonne, one of the very. worst of the 
ministers whom Louis XVI. had tried tetween his 
dismissal of Turgot in 177 4,~d the meeting of . . 
the States-.General in 1789. This measure was 
taken at the request ·of c:lon~e. who had visited . . . 
Burke at Margate. The English government • did 
not disapprove of it, though they naturally de­
clined to invest either young Burke or. any one 
e~e with authority from' themselves. As little 
came of the ~ission as might have be~n expected . . . 

• .. 
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from the frivolous, unt!!anly, ~n<l enra~d spirit of 

• • 
those tct whom it was addressed. • • • 0 

• 
In Au~st (1791J, whill Richard :fnirke ~w!lf! at 

Coblenz, the Appeal was published. 'i'his ~as 
the la~t piece that Burke wrote OI.l the Dtvolutio~, 
in which there is any pretenc

0

e of measure, sobriety, 
and calm jp.dgment in face of a formid~ble and 
perplexing crisis. Henceforth it is not 4?olitical • 
~ilosophy, but the minatory exhortation of a . 
prophet. He is now only D&osthenes thunder1 . 

ing against Philip, .or • Cicero faunching tirades· 
against.;¥ark .An1;o~y. • 

The Reflections had not been published ~any 
months b~e Burke wrote the Lett11r to a Mer::oer 
of the National AssemW,y (January 1791), in which 
strongdisap:[l'rovalhadgrowninto furious animosity: 
It contains the elaborate diatribe against Rousseau, 
th~ gmve 0panegyr!c .on Cromwell for choosin~ 
Hale to be- Chief Justice, and a sound criticism • 
on the laxity and wan~ of foresight in .the manner 
in. which the Stat~s-Genera1 had been convened. . . . 
He~e first Burke advanced to the position that it 
might be the duty of other nations to interfere to 
restore the king to his rightful authority, just 
as England and Prussia: had interfered to saj'e 

• Holland frQm confusion, as they had interfered to . . ~· 

• 
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• preserve the hereditafy constitution in the Austrian 

• • • 
N ethe~ands, ~ a&, Prussia had interfil'ed to 
sna~hllve11'the malig~nt and' the tur~n'd Turk 
fro II} the •pounce of the Russran eagle. Was not 
tlie King\of Fr\nce as much an object of !Jolley 
and compassion as tht Grand Seignior 1 As this 
was the first piece in which Burke hinted at . ' . . . 
a crusade,'ISo it wls the first in which he began to • • 
heap ·upon the heads, not of Hebert, Fouquit(. 
.Iipville,. Billaud, n~ even of Robespierre or Dan­
ton.....:...for none ore these had yet b~en heard of­
but of able and conscie~iou~ men in ~ Cm\­
stitu~t Ar.sembly, language of a virulence which 

· Fo.t once sa:ijl seriously that Burke )i-d picked, 
even to the phrases of it, ~ut of the writings of 
Salmasius against Milton, but which ts really only 
to be paralleled by the much worse language of 
Milton against Salmasius. ~t ~as in t~th ~p:actly 
the kind of incensed speech wwch, at a later date, 
the factions.in Paris 1evelled against one another, 

· when Girondins screamed fo; tM heads of J acobins, 
and Robespierre denounced Danton, atd Tallien 
cried for the blood of Robespien;e. 

Burke declined most wisely to suggest any 
pl~n for the National Ass'embly. "Permit me to 
say," -this is ~ the letter of January 1791, to a 

• • • • • 
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member of the AssEliD.bly,-!." that if• I were as . . . 
confidept as I ought to be .diffi~~t ia nty own • 
loose ge~ral ide~, I nfl'er. shoula. ve:oiiu~ to 
broach them, if btft at twenty leaguel dis~ce 
fro~ .the centre of your affairs. I mu~ see with 

• . my 'own eyes ; I inust in l manner touch with 
my own hands, not only the fixed, but momentary 
circtimstan~es, before I could vtnture ~ suggest 

- . ' . . 
~y political project whatsoever. I must krl'ow 

=fite power and disposition ~ accept, to execute,. 
. . . . . 

to persevere. ]. must see' all th!l aids and all the 
obstacl~. I must ~ee ~~e ~eans of con-ecting .the 
plan, where correctives would be wanted. :Pm11st 
see the t~ : I must .see the mey. Witho~t a 
concun-ence and adaptatiOn of these to the design, 

• 
the very best speculative. projects might become 
not qnly useless but mischievous. Plans must be 
made for fben. PeoW,e at a distance ~ust judge 
ill of men.; They J.o not always answer to their 
reputation when you approach them~ Nay, the 
perspective varie~ ar:d shows them quite other 
tha"n you \bought them. At a distance, if we 

· judge uncertainly of men, we must judge worse of 
. opportunities, which continually vary their shapes 
and colours, and pass· away like clouds." Our 

. . 
admiration at such words is quick'Py stifled when . . 

• • • 
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we recallethe confident, t1nsparing, 'mmoder~te 
criticicm .that.!J;th

0 

_preceded and follo~ed this 
tru\{' ~tioMl expositiOf of thl danger 'J1 advising, 
in cases "it here we know neitlfer the men nor the 
<1pportu~ies. Why was savage an~ unfa*tering 
denunciation a~y le~ · unbecoming than, as he 
admits, crude prescriptions would have been un-
becomiitJ • • • 

• • •By the end of 1791, when he wrote :t, 
Tlwughts on Frencj, Affairs, he had penetrateu 

. :t!ll fa1~ther int. the ·essential character of the 
• 

Revolution. Any notion ~fa rei:Jrm to b~ffectM 
- after.the decorous pattern of !688, S9 conspicuous 

·in the first gr~at manifesto, had wholly ~sappeared. 
The changes in France he allowed~ bear little 

• 
resemblance or analogy to any of th<'Se previousl;t 
brought about· in Europe. It is a revolution, 
he said, of doctrine and tJl~retic degma. The 
Reformation was the last re~lution of this sort 
that had h~ppened ill Europe; and he immedi­
ately goes on to remark • a "_point of striking 
resemblance between them. The e~ct of \he 
Reformation was "to introduce other interests 
into all countries than those· which arose from 
their locality and natural circumstances." In 
li'e manner ether sources ~f faction were now 

• • • 
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. opened, _;-ombining p~ties a~o~g the~nhabitants 
.~of diffirent countries into Jl siv~1e oon~ction. 

From th~e sourc~s, effec;s were lilely 1Z:> »rise 
·fully as important •as those which half form.erly ;. 
ariseiP from the jarring interest~ of th/ religious 
sects. It is a species of ffction which " breaks 
the localit;J. of public affections." 1 

He was thus launched on tlTe full ti~e of his • 
j?licy. The French Revolution ~ust be hem~ed 
m by a cordon of fire. Th~e 'who sym.Path1~e~ 
with it in Eng~nd must be gag~d, and if gagging 
did n~suffice, ~hW r;ust be taught respect for 
the constitution in dungeons and on the glllows. 
His cry ~r war abroad and bar~ coercion• at 
home waxerlouder ~very day. As Fox said, it 
was lucky t~t Burke took the royal side in the 
Revolution, for his violence would certainly have. 

0 • 
1 De• .T~qneville has ~nconsciously imitated B'luke's 

'lery phrases. "Tou~les revol~ions civiles et politiques 
ont eu nne patrie, et s'y sont enfermees. La Revolution 
fran9ffise • . . on• l'a • vue rapprocher 'ou diviser les 
hon!mes en t!epit des lois, des traditions, des caraeteres, de 
langue, rendant parfois ennemis des compatriotes, et freres 
des etrangers ; ou plutdt elle a forme' au-dessus de toutes les 
n-ationalites particulieres, une pat1 ie intellectuelle commnna 
dont les hommes de toute.~ le..• e,{ttimu w.t J!1' oleve11 ir citoyeqi' 
_:_Ancien Regime, p. Hr. • 

• • • 
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got him ~nged if ·he ha~ happene! to take the 

h "d • • • -. • ot er.p1 ~· • ... _. . 
It was :ip. the ear1y.summel of 179?..that Miss • . . . . . 

Burney :1gain met .Burke at Mrs. Crewe's villa at· 
- :Hainpst""-d. He entered into an animat~ con­
versation-on ~rd Macartney and the Chinese 

_ expedition, reviving all the old enthusiasm of his 
compa~ by ais allusions and anecdotes, his 

• brilliant fancies and wide information. \\~ 
politics were intro<4J_ced, he spoke with an eager­

. tess and a vehemence that instantly banished 
- -· • the graces, though it red~ bled t.he ener~ of l!is 

discCJilrse. " How I wish," :Ia:iss Burney writes, 
"tflat you c~uld meet this w<!nderful JUan when 
he is easy, happy, and with· people~e cordially 

• likes ! But politics, even on his ov.n side, must 
always be excluded; his irritability is so terrible 
on that theme, that it gives .nllmedi~ely to his -. . -

f"Rce the expres8io'fl: of a 1nan w?:; is going. to ll,efend 
kirnself j1·ont murderl'rs." 

Burke still remained withol!t a following, but 
the ranks of his old allies graduallf began• to • 
show signs of. wavering. His panic about the 
Jacobins within the gates slowly spread, His 
old faith, about which fie had once talked so 
m!tch, in the •ancient. rusti~, manly, home-bred-

• T • e 
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sense of the
0

English . PiJople, he dismiSied as if it 
<·;~ Iiad be~· some idle dream t~~t t~~s.o~e IJD hi£; • 

thro~gh t,he ivory.~ate. fis fine c~par~oi of 
the nation to a maj~stic herd; browsing•in peace · 
amid 6he importunate· chirrupin~ of a~ thous~nrl .. 

0 crickets, became so little ap~opriate, that he was 
now beside hims~lf with apprehension that the 
crickets w~re about to rend' thee oxen ilt pieces. . . . 
~en then, the ,herd stood tranquilly in thtir 

• pastures, only. occasionally tenning a dull eye, . . .. 
now to France, a11d now to Burka. In the autumn . . 
or 179b,Burke dined '"'th Pitt 'and Lord Gren- • .. 
ville, and he found them resolute for an oonest 
neutrality Jn the· affairs of :France, a'Qd "quite eut 
of all appre~nsions· of any effect from the French . . 
Revolution ill this kingdom, either at present or 

.. any tjme to come." Francis alid Sheridan, it is 
true, spokectts if they aJmost wished for a domestic 
convulsion; and c~l observers who saw him daily, 
even accused Sheridan of "~shing to. stir up the 

•· lower ranks of the-people by the hope of plunder­
• ing their ~etters. But men who afterwards be­

"' came alarmists; are found, so late as the spring of 
1792, declaring in their most confidential cor­
respondence that the p"rty of confusion made no . .. 
way with the count;ry, and proulfced no effect 

• • 
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• Horne Too~ was its· most eonspicuous chief, and ~ . . . . . . . 

nobod1' pret~~ to.fear the subversion -of the . 
real~ ]ly H<frne Took\ Yet,Burke, 4.n let.ters 
where he• admits that the democratic party is · 

·en\i;ely !~coun~nanced, and that the ·Jaeobin 
faction in England is•under a heavy cloud, was 
so possessed by. the spectre of pa:t;~c, as to 
declare t~~ the ~uke of Brunswick was as much 

• • figh~ing the battle of the crown of England, at 
·the Duke of Cumb8rland fought that battle at • • • 
Culloden. • • 

Time and events, mean\hilEi lrad been~wer~ 
fully ~lling for Burke; While he was writing his 
ApjJeal, the Frjnch king and queen had iestroyed 
whatever confidence sanguipe drea:ers might 
nave had in their loyalty to the· ne"' order of • 
things, by attempting to escape over the frontier. 
They were brought back, a~ •a manfdi att4Jmpt 
was made to get the new coiistitiltion to work, in 
the winter of 1791-92. • It was soon found out that. 
l\firabeau had been right wh~n :fte said that for a 
monarchy it was. too democratic, and for ;. republic 
there was a king too much. This was Burke's 
Reflections in a nutshell. But it was foreign in­
terv~mtion that finally rumed the king, and de­
stroyed the ho~ of an orderly issue. lrederick. 

• • • 

• 
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. the Gre~t had set th~ first e::a~ple of .what some 

call iniquity and violence"in.EurQp&era.nd others in 
milder t6ftlls call a'readju~ent of tlf~equtti!vium 
of nations. He ha~ taken Silesia from0 the House 
of A.ftstria, and he .had shared injhe fi~t partitirm 

o of Poland. Catherine Il Irad followed him at the 

• 

. . 
expense yf Poland, Sweden, an~ Turkey. How­
ever we may view these transactions, a.1~ whether . . . . . 
":e describe them by the stern words of the· &or-
alist, or ~~e more . deprecato~ words of~he dilll2~ 
matist, they ~re the first sources of that storm of 
fawl~ rapiQe "'~ch:s~ept over every part of • 
Eurppe for five-and-twenty years to comE! . The 
interv'eni.ion of A.ustria and Pruss~ jn the affairs 
of France ~as ori~illy less a deliberate design 

• f01: the ben@fit of the old order, than an interlude 
in the intrigues ofEastern Europe. But the first 
effect. of 4ffiterventiop on behalf of the French 
monarchy was kb.J:>ring it in a few weeks to the 

. . 
.ground. . . 

In the sprin( or" 1792 France replied to the 
preparati~ns of A.ustria and Prussia for invasion 
by a declaration of war. It was inevitable that 

·.the French people should associate the court with 
the foreign enemy that was coming to its deli:er­
ance; E~erybody knew as well ~en as we know 

• • • 
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it now thatt; the «UJlen w~ as bitterly .incensed · 
against tM ~ orde& of thingt and as reo'olutely· 
unfaitliiul tt>e it, as the••most !urious eiMgrant on 
the .Rhin«! Even Burke himself, writing to his ,. . 

son at Ct¥Jlen7+ was constrained to talk !tbout 
' . . 

Marie Antoinette as that " most unfortunate 
woman, :rho wa&. not to be cured of. the. spirit 

• of court.ifttrigue • even by a prison." The kin~ 
may have beep. !oyally resigned to his positio~ 

· ~ resi~nation wil1 not defend a country from 
·the invader ; an~ the nation dis.l:i'usted a chief 

• • • • • 
who only a few months before_ had been ~wested 
in .fulf flight to join the national enemy. Power 
nat~rally fell linto' the hands of the .PI~ of con. 
viction, energy, passion, and .resource. Patriotism 
and republicanism became synony~s, . and the • 
constitution against ·which Burke had prophesied 
was henceforth a dead latt;r. Th: spirit of 
insurrection that had. slum be~ since the fall of 
the Bastille and the march jio Versailles in 1789, .. 
now awoke in formidable violence; and after the • • • 
preliminary rehearsal of what is known in the. 
revolutionary calendar as the 20th of June (1792), 
the people of Paris responded to the Duke of 
Brifiswick's insensate m;nifesto. by the more . . . 
memorable day of the lOth of .Augus~ Bruns-

• . • • 
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wick, ac~epting the Dateful.lapguagee which the 
Frenclt emigrants put into. his ·rd'llt'h, ~d de- • 
clared tltltt e~ery \~embe/ of the n!tionai fiUard 
taken with arms in his hands would b~ immedi­
ately• put to ,death; that ev~ry. inheJ>itant .wf1o 

• should' dare to defend hini.'3elf 'vould be put to 
! ' ' 

death and. his house burnt to .the ground ; and 
' '· . . 0 ' 

that if the least insult WfiS offered ~ ~he royal • 
\mily, then their Austrian and !rtissian. majelties 
would deliver Paris to mi1itary execution and ,, - . . . 
total destructlc>'n. This is the \indictive ferocity· . ' ..• . . 
tbat .,.-&ty ·civil• ~r ~an. k~ndle. To convince 
men that the rrlanifesto was not an empty ~hreat, 
on the· del~ of its publication a ~rce of ne\r(y 
140~000 Austrians, frussians, aud Hessians en-

\en3d Fran<!e. The sections of Paris replied by 
marching to :the Tuileries, and after a furious 
confliet wfth the Sw~'3S guards, they stormed . the' 
ch~teau. The king and l~s family had fled "to 
the-National .A.ssemb]y. The same evening they ~ 

• were thrown int~ prison, whence the king .and 
. . . . 

que_en only came out on their way to the scaf-
fold. 

It. was the king's execution in January 1793 
that finally raised feeiing in England to the_in­
tense heaji that Burke had fol so long bfien 

• • • .. 
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invokfug.• The evening•on which the courier • • • 
brou~ht "tl~ews · }Vas never forgotten by those 
w~ were i~ London~ the tJne. Th•.playhouses 
w~re in~antly closed, and tb.e audiences insisted 

"on reti;~g w~th half the amusement fo1• which 
they had paid. P~ople of the lowest and the • 
highest rank alike put on mourning. The French • . . ... 
were ~11Wersall' denounced as fiends upon earth. 
It was hardly safe for a Frenchman to appea~ 

. the streets of.L<1ndon. Placards were posted • • • 
on every wall, •calling for war, 1nd the crowds 
who gathered round tb•im re~ them~.ith lo·~d • hur,ahs . 
• 

• 8 

It would be a complete ~istake ro say that Pitt 
ever lost his· head, but · he lost ftis feet. Tlie 
momentary passion of the nation forced him out 
of the pacific path in whirJ:t lte woul<!'havfi chosen 
"to stay. Burke had becoffii.ethe greatest power 

. . 
in the country, and was in closer communication 
with the ministers than any oJte out of office. He 
went once about this time with . wfndham. and. 
Elliot to inform Pitt as to the uneasiness of the 
public about the slackness of our naval and mili­
ta-ry preparation. "BurKe," says one of the party, 
~'gave Pitt a ~ttle political'instructi~n in a very . . • 
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respectful and cordial w.ay, bu~ ~ith thE'authority 
of . an &J and most inform~a st~m~m ~ and 
although n@bodyev~ take~•the who!c!'Of BJirlfe's 
advice, yet he often; or always rather, Purnis~es 
very important and useful matter~ somw • part of 

0 which sticks and does· good. • Pitt took it all \rery 
• pa,tiently and cordially." 

. ,•. • . 0 
It was in the December of 1-r92 tbiftt Burke 

h!d enacted that famous bit of melodrama• out"" ~f 
Place known as the Dagger Sdtlni. The Govern- . 

• • • 
ment had brou_ght in an Alieue Bill, imposing 
cer\ain p~ns and testrictj'tns on foreigners coming . . 

to this country. Fox denounced it as a conce~Mon 
to foolish a:W,rms, and was followed bj. Burke, wlto. 
began to sto~m ~as usual j-gainst :rp.urderous atheists. 
Then withoutttlue preparation he began to fumble· 
in his bosom, suddenly drew out a dagger, arid 
with an. extfh,vagant•g~ture threw it on the floor 
of the House, cryin~.that this was what they had . 

• to expect from their alliance with France. The 
stroke missed its n!ark: and there was a general 

•inclihation !o titter, until Burke, collecting him-. 
· self for an: effort, called upon them with .a veh~­
mence ~o which hislisteners could not choose but 
respond, to keep Frencn principles from theij 
heads, and Fi'ench da~gers from the,r hearts; to. 

' • • • -~ f • .. 
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. preserve :tll thei; plandis:aments in lif~ and all 
their ~ontol'!!Mnons in death ; fill the bles~ings of 
timi, ~nd •an the h~es of.'eternity.• All this 
·was not •prepared long beforehand, for it seems 
t'hat the • ~gge:a had only been shown'. to 13urke 

. . . ' 

• 

on his way to the House as one; that had been • 
sent tO J3irming~m to be a pattern £"r a large 
or~er: • Whether prepa~ed or unprepared, t~ 
scene was one from ·whiCh we gladly avert our . . - . 

·~y.es. • . . 
.Negotiations tad been going • on for so~e 

• • months, and they contim&d i,n. various ~~es for 
some. months longer, for a coalition betw~~n the .. 
two great pa9ties of the State. BwM was per-
sistently anxious that F~x shou11 join , Pitt'11 
Government. Pitt always admitted the import­
ance of Fox's abilities in the difficult affs.irs that . . ' 

l~y before the ministry, ami declared that he qad · 
no sort of personal a:uimosity te Fox, but rat~er a 
personal good-will and good li~ing.. Fox himself 
said of a coalition, "It is so damned ~ght, to. be • 
sure, that I cannot help thinking it must .b~." 
But the difficulties were insuperable. The more 
rapidly the Government drifted in Burke's 'direc-

• 
tiQil, the more impossible was it for a man of 
F-'>x's politicaf sympathies and COn'Victions . to 

.I • • • . 

• 

• 
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have an;v dealings with a C\b4J.et coJtm~tted to . , 
. a policf of• irratio~l pani~ 8o be ~~ied ~llt by 
a costly war abroatt~nd c~el represswn a~ heme. 
"Wluit a very wretched_man /'' was Bur~'s angrl 
excla~ation one day: when it bec8nne oei'tain that. 

• Fox meant to stand by the' old flag of f1:eedoro 
and gener()US common sense.· e 

0 
.• • 

._ When. the .coalition.~t:Jength,~ok ,pl~cfi . .(179•4), • 
tlie ·only .man: wl10. Cl!,rned_Bu:t:_~e:s.=~f.lAQ~ples to 
their fullest. extent . .int() Pitt'~ Cabinetwa.",-Wi~ · 
ham. It is impossible not to f:el the attraction •. 
• • • 

of Wi!!<!tam's charj.cte,, his amiability, his rever-
ence for great and virtuous men, his passi~n for • 
knowledg~ tije versatility of his in~rests. ·He is 
a striking example of•the fact that literature was 
• • 
a-common pursuit and -occupation to the chief 
statesmen of that time (always excepting Pitt),· 

0 • . 
to an '\'lxtent that haeo been gradually tending t.o · 
become rarer. v'Vtndham, j.n the midst of his 
devotion to publi~ 'affairs, to the business of his •• 

• coqntry, avd. let us. add, a zealous attendance on: 
ev~ry prize-:-fight within reach, was never happy 
unless he was working up points in literature 

· and mathematics.' There was · a literary and 
classical spirit abroad, ;nd=ind~pite.oLthe.furi~s 
pre_occu pat;ions., of faction,,.a vC~rtai~,~rea~y.-djse:Q- '\ 

• 
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gagemenflt _qf w~n<l. J~rev~ed. If Windham and 
.Fox ~egll,~No tan! .of horses, they seenie.I t~ fall.­
na~u14tlly <iflto what ~ad be~ s~id a.bout horses 
bY. the <ftd writ~rs. Fox herd that long ears were 
a. merit~ %nd Windham met him by the authority 
of Xenophon and Oppian in favour of short ones, • 
and fi~ally the: went off into what. ~t was that • 
Virgil .meant ~en he called a )wrse's head ar-. 
g'rttum caput. Burke. and.:W:in~J:!fl-m,.tra~_elled.,n 

. Scotland together~n 1785,. and -their-:con:versation • • • 
fell as often orf' old books as on Hastings or on 

. . 
Pitt. They discussed "teirgil's•similesl'}o J,Qht!Son 
an~L'Estrange, as the extremes-of English style; 
what Stephjns and A. Gellius had ~ say about 
Cicero's use of the word !Jlcdiosu$. • Tfthey came 
_to libraries, Windham ran into th<!m with eager­
ness, and very strongly enjoyed all "the feel that 
a library usually excites.; •He is <~ms~tly re­
'proaching himself with a re¥lissness, which was . . 
purely imaginary, in keeping up his mathematics, 

·~his Greek tragedies, his Lati~ historians. There 
· is no more curious example of the /emorse 'of a • -

bookman impeded by affairs. "What progress 
might men ·make in the several parts o{· know­
~dge," he says very trufy, in ~me of these moods, 

~·if the~ cotdd o~ly pursu~ them wlth the same 
• 
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eagerness and assiduity ets are exerted br lawyers 
in th~ oo~duct of a suit." ~tt • th~i!tr~tion 
-between- th~ tastes· <if the ~okma? aM th~;p41r­
stii.ts of public business, united ·with rl certain 
qualit~ of his constitution to prot1uce · ~;e great• 

o defect in his character; and it "'as the worst defect 
• that a statesman can have. He became-the mo~t 

. . . . . 
irresolute and va&illating of men. • ·He 'wstes the . . . .. 

fir~ half of a day in deciding which of two cours~s · 
to take, and the s~cond half &.· blaming ~imselJ • . 
for not having t11ken the other. l!e is constantly 
lat~ aw~ertainnftmts, \l~cause he cannot make 

. . . . 
up his mind in !'roper time whether to go o' to 
stay at hm&e; hesitation whether hi shall reat 

-in the red rom~or in t~e library, loses him three.':'· 
of the best Murs. of a morning; the difficulty of.t 

early rising he finds to consist less in rising early":'. 
than i~ sat!>fying l!i~self that the_ practice is ~ 
wholesome; his mii¥1 is torn for a whole forenoon·· 

• in an absurd contest with himself, whether he 
ought to indulge l st;ong wish . to exercise his 

• horse before• dinner. Every page of his diary is a 
register of the symptoms of this unhappy disease. 
When .the Revolution came, he was absolutely' 
forced,, by the iron nec~ssity of the case, aftei 
certain..pert~rbations: to go either ~ith Fox or · 

• . -~ 
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with Bneke. Under thi~ compulsion he took one 
headlong 'lynge ibto the policy of alarin. Every-• . 
body. kno~ how d~eratel,j an habi~ually irreso-
lute man is· capable of clittging to a policy or a 

•oonvict'lon, u; which he has once been drwen by 
dire stre:s of ~irctn:ftstance.· Windham havfug at • 
las~ made. up his mind to be frightened by the • 

· Revoh!t~n, wa: J:?Ore ·violently 1nd' fnconsolably 
frightened than anybody else. •• 

Pitt, after htl ~d been forced into war, at least 
• Intend'ed it to lte a war on the good old-fashioned 

. . . 

principles of seizing tl'!e enemy's c~~s . .Jmd 
keEli>ing them. He was tau!Itel!l by the alarmists 

. tdth carin~ only for sugar islands, ind making 
himself master of all the island, iu · the world . . 
except Great Britain and Ireland. • To Burke ftJl 
this was an abomination, and Windham followed 
Burke to the letter. He eYen declltred the holy • • 

· rage of the Third Letter .OlL a Regicide Peace, 
published after B~rke's death, to contain the 
purest wisdom and the most l!nanswerable policy .. 
It was through Windham's eloquelft!~ and· per· • 
severance that the monstrous idea of a .crusade, 
and all Burke's other violent and excited P-recepts . . 
gained an effective phce and hearing in the 
eab~net, in t.be royal closet, and in the :[ouse of 
~ . • • • 
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• • 
Commons; Iotg after Bljrke himself haci left the . ' . _ scene. • _ ~• • • 

We hav~j.already,see_p. bb;. impor~t a~ ele­
ment Irish affairs bectfme in the war with America. 

: --~ _ 'The Siffie _ spirit that had been stirred ~y th8-
:.: ~American war was inevitablfkindied i~ Ireland . .· . . 

• 
by the French Revolution. The association of 
United Irislimen now came into:existe~d!, with · 
ai!Bs avowedly ";~volutionary. They:join~d tl& 
party that was striving for 'he* relief- ,of the _ 
Catholics from certain disabilitiee, and for thei~ • 

- ad~~~n.Jio the :iranchi~· Burke had watched 
all movements n. hfs native country, from othe _ 
Whiteboy wsurrection of 1761 dow11wards, wit~ 
steady vigilan~, and he watched the new move-

• m1mt of 1792e with the keenest eyes. It made 
h~m profoundly uneasy. He could ·not endure". 
the thought u ever S8 momentary and indirect an .. 

• • 
association with a :wyolutionary party, either in · 

- Ireland or any other quarter •of the globe, ·yet he 
was eager for a pol!cy •that should reconcile the 

•rrislt He "as so for two reasons. One of them 
was his political sense of the inexpediency of pro-: 
scribin~ m~n by whole nations, and excluding , 
from the franchise on tlo!e ground of religion a • people as numerous a~ the subjects rJ the Ki1;1g cif -- . . . ~ • • 
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Denmark ~r the King of .sardinia, e~ual t~ the 
populfttio~ 41f the- United N etherlarids, ab~ larger 
than were t~be found. in all t~~ states ~f Switzer­
land~ ·H~ second rea;on was his sense of the 
u~gency 'tlf facing trouble abroad with a :Q;ltion 
unite.d ana co~tent~ at home; of abolishing . ... 
in the heart of the country that "bank of dis-

• content,• e,y~ry ~ur accumulatin~ upon. which 
evOO"y desc:dption of seditious men may draw ~ 
pleasure." • I 
• •rn t~ beginnVl.g of 1792 Burke's son went to 
Dublin as the agent and 41.dvise:ze of' the.Catholic . --Com-.ittee, who at first listenM V> him with the 
re~ect due to one in whom they e\Pected to 
meet the qual! ties of his father. Th~ soon found 
out that he was utterly without ei~er tact ore 
judgment; that he was arrogant, impertinent, 
vain, and empty. Wolfe Toae decl~Wed him to 
be by far. the ,~ost impu~el!~ and opinio;ative 
fellow that he hacf ever known in his life. 
Nothing could exceed the !bsttrdity of his con­
duct, and on one occasion he had a v~y narrow • 
escape of being taken into custody by the Serjeant­
afarms, for rushing down from tl;e, gallery into 
the Irish House of Colilmons, and atte~pting 
to •make a spiech in defen~ of a petition he . -• • • 
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.. had • draw! up, tha~ was being a~tacked by 

..... a melll~r in his place. Dic!J.ard J3~rk- wen~ 
home, it i~ said, wtth 'two thousand ~ineas. in his 

. . ' . 
!, ' pocket, which the €athol!cs had cheeJCfully•paid 
'"·' as t~ price of getting . rid of him. He- returnid 
'• shortly a.fter, but only ~elpl!d to plunge the busi-
• ness into further confusion, and finally left the 

scene cov~red with odium ad discredit. His ' - . ~· . 
'itther's Letter to Sir . Hercules Langrislie (17.92) 
·remains an admirable monll\Uel'lt of wise states­
manship, a singular interlude ~f. calm and so,iti 
~~iqg in t~ mid~ of a fiery whirlwindpf 
intense passioJM •Burke perhaps felt th:ct the 
state of Iieland was passing away from the sphere 
of calm an~ solid_ reason, when te knew ~that 

• Dumouriez'~ victory • over the allies at Valmy,_ 
which filled Beaconsfield with such gloom and 

;dismay, W&S celebmted at Dublin by an illumi-. . . 
natiOn. · ·· ·· 
-· ON . 

. ·-: ·Burke, whq ·>vas;now in -Jlis sixty-fourth year, 
J-ha:d 1.for some*thne~ 'announced his intention of 

~.- ~~ .. . _ .... ·. . 
• leaving tl!e ·House of Commons as soon as he had 

~ ~<' . ,· -- * . . 

_brought ~~:ati: end_ the-prosecution of Hastings. 
·r!!-J7.~1:J~il~"t:t:i.atca.m_e. ,to ;a- close.-;"the-.,thanks of 
the :B:ouse were formallJ voted---to< the--managers·. of 
the ~eachment"i:·~nd when the·icene·was-o"er 

. • . ·A ~· ... ~~f;o· • e f ~ .· .. . . ~· . ~ 
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• Burke .. appl'i.ed,,for .. the., .. ChiltenL~H undreds. :t-<>rd 
FitzwiUiam"nomi~at~d Richard BMI{(fo; ~he seat .. 
whirJ:l \is fftther had th~ vac~d at Matton. Pitt . -·~ 
was. then:making arrangements for . the accession 
ol the Poqland. Whigs to his Government, lfn.d it 
was natural, in coU:ection with these arrange­
ments, to confer.some favour on the man who . .. 

• had don~ more tlfan anybody else.Jio promote the . . . .. new alliance. It -was -proposed.:c:tt> 4llake.cBurke a 
-~efr -u!lger, the -st)4lof-L9r~LBeaconsfield1~a ,title 
in a later .age .. b~rrowed..:for._:him~lL:by; a man 
f . 'th . b • 'f • f . ~ 0 geniUS Wl- · •• In O:t:n:·.ttg~ W'~''O '·"·-·Ho~y.-o 

the ti\le it was proposed to attach~ yearly income 
fo; two or ~re lives. But the b~lt ef destiny 
was at this instant launchtld. Ri;hard, .. Burke; 
the adored centre of ~U his-.fath';'~t--hores -and' 
affections, .was ... seized .·. ·.with'::cillness,~;;-and;,.odied 
(.August .1794). we cannf41; rook wittout J;ragi<f 
emotion on the path~s of th~oscene, which .left 
The remnant ot'th~l~s_:tays desolate a_na~ 
void. A. Roman poet has desc~i!_Je~in touc~g • 
words the woe of the ·aged Nestor: as•te beheld 
the funeral pile of his son, too untimely :slain~~'.. 

Oro parumper 
A.ttenrlas quantum de legiblis)pse queratur 

~Fatoru~ et nfnrio ?e stamTI:e;:qu~m villet ftWis 
, • u -



0 
0 

• 

• 
290 ' 0 

• 
• 0 

0 .. 
·o clf!U> .. 

I 

~tilochi barbam n.rdontem: quum qu~t ab omni 
Q .•. d . h... • 

UISi(UIS a est socms, cur ~c m tem!Jora dnret, ~ 

Quod fa~Ii~s digftu_m tam'longo admi~erit ~vo. -· ' . . . 
'Burke's grif:lf· finds 'a_ nobler .. eAp:t:essidh. " The 
storn! has gone qver me, and I Jie ljite on~ M 
those old oaks which . th~ late hurricane has 

• scattered . ~bout me~ · L am )!t~iPR!Jct o; all my 
\honours ; I ~ . torn.-.. up by tfte. ro~s _and lie • 

0 . ~ • 
1f11'£ostrate .. on .. the~ earth .... Lam··alone. · I hbe 

bone to meet my enemies in \he·gate ..•• I .live. 

• 

! . . . • • .• 
)~ an inverte~ order. _They wll.o ought to have • 
s~d~ me· h!tv~ gCli!e before me.· T4ey who 

/
sh~uld _have boon to me as posterity_ a~e)l~ 1;he 
place of ancestors." ' • · · ' --

. B~:t:kf;l oJ!y JiyJ31:1. !J!l'e.e ;y;ea;rs -after-.. this ;desolat­
•ing -blow. the arrangements for· a -peerage;- as 1:1. 

matte!' of course -came---to-an.,end .. But Pitt was 
. " ' . 

well .awat% of th~ ~erious embarrassments by 
which Burke wasoio pressed that he saw actual 

. . 
·_ beggary very close at hand. The king, too,..:._who 

. ~ . . . ._. 

had once, by the .Jay, granted a pension to Burke's 
det~sted ltousseau, though Rousseau was too proud 

. to draw it;;_seem~· to have been honourably in~ 
terested in making a provision for Burke. What 
Pitt offered was an imme'tliate grant of .£1200 a r.ear 
fro~e SJivil List for Mrs. Bu~e's life, to be 

. . . ·' 
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followed \ty a propositio~ to Parliamen JLa • 
• • • mess~e frem the 'kjng, to confer an !\ nuity of . . /,_ 

gre~t~ valw.tl upon a ~tatesll)'1.n ~)0 had served 
the count.y to his own loss !'or tlll.rty years. .As 
a-W:atter

8
of fact. the grant, £25@68. year in an!ount, 

much to B~uke's chagr7r•in, wts"never brought before • 
Parliament, but was onferred directly by the . . . 
Crown, !ls~ char~e on the four an~ half per cent 
fu!d r!r two or more lives. It seems as if Pift 

. were afraid ~f ct.allenging the opinion of Parlia­
!n~~t; and the si!brm which the peision raised out 
of doors was a measure of. the ttouble ~hi~e 

. . 
defe&e of it would have inflicted• on the govern-
m~nt inside· tJle House of Commons. . ~ccording 
to the rumour of the tim$), Burke• sold two of 
his pensions upon lives for £27,000, and there· 
was left the third pension of £1200. . By and by, 
whim the resentment of. th.e Op~sitiop was 
roused to the highest pitc~. by the infamous 
Treason and Sedition.Bills of 1795, the Duke of 
Bedford and Lord Lauderdaie, ~eking to accumu-
late every possible complaint against tl!e govern-
ment, assailed the grant to Burke, as made with­
out the consent of Parliament, and as ·a vjolent 
contradiction to the whole policy of the plan for 
ec~nomic reform. The attack; if not u~ju-.ble _. 

• ... 

• 
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in itself, .came from a:nOnnl:uckl !luarteP. A chief 
of the llouse of Bedford was the most 1ID.fit !Jerson ~ 

. . . •. t . ' 
in the wortd to pro,st agllfnst grants-lJy fa,Yo~r of 
the Crown. Burke was too practised a Ilbetori~ian 

. . ., . . 
not te see the opening, and his L,tter .to a Nob'te 

• · Lord is the. most splendid r~partee in the· English 

• language. . . • 
. It is not suq1rising that Burkt's def!¥16'~ should • , 
!fuve provoked rejoinder. A c'loud of pamphtets 
followed the Letter to u. NfJblt Lord~some in. 

' .. 
doggerel vers~ others in a m!gniloque~t prose • 
i~d •from His owtl., others mere poisonous • scurrility. Th8 nearest approach to a just ~roke 
that I cal! find; after turning over ' pile of t~s 
trash, is an e~pressio11 of wonder that he, who ~~ 
inconsolable0 for the loss of a beloved son, shifu.ld 
not have reflected how many tender parent~ had 

, been ijlade thildles~ i~ the profusion of blood of 
which he himself.J1ad been the most relentless 

. . 
champion. Our dis~ust at. the pages of .,~nsE:It · 
that were here ll!velled at a great man, is per-

• • 0 . 
haps moderated by the thought that Burke him-
self, who of all people ought to have known better, 
.had :Q.eld up .to public scorn 'and obloquy men of 
such virtue, attainment~ and real service t~ m:an-

~ . 
kin~Ri~bard Pri'tle and Joseph ~riestley. . . . ., 
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• • • It was ~uring these m(jlths that he composed . . - . . 

' the L,_te1·& &n a Reflicife Peac~, though the third 
a~d !o\rth ®f them wer" not ~tblished ~ntil after 
his death.• There have been those to whom these 

.• ' . . . 

c~mpositw~s apJleared' to be Burke's masterpieces. 
In fact they are deplor1ble. They contain passages 
of fine ~hilosophl and of skilful an~ . plausible 

• • reasonin;, l!ut su<!b passages only UJJtke us wonder 
ho«r they come to be where they are. The readr!f 
.is in no humour for t~em, In splendour of rhetoric, 
~ ·~ne images, in tustention, in iron)', they surpass 

• anything that Burke e~r wl'bte, but oi..the · 
qualities and principles that,• fa• more than his 
rh~toric, hav~ made Burke so admiralie and so 
great:.-of justice, of firm gra~p of fac!, of a reason­
abi~ sense of the probabilities of tflings-there· 
are oply traces enough to light up the gulfs of 
empty words, reckless pjlrlfses, antlt sellseless 
vituperations, that surge and ~~1 around them. . . 

·-'It.is with the same emotion of "grief and 
sh~m~" with which Fox heaid ~urke argue against 
relief to Dissenters; that we hear him atusing t'he . 
courts. of law because they did not convict Hardy 
an~ Horne Tooke. The pages against.divorc,ll and 
civil marriage, even graitting that they point to • 
t~~ right judgllfent in these matters, exples~th . . .. 

.. 
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a vehemence that is i-w-ational, and in 4he dialect, . - . . . - ... . . 

, not of:. statesman, but of an epraged OI!Imciia The ' 
highly wr<111ght pa;~ge iU:which Butke d~c;ibes 
external aggrandisement as the originlDI ·thought 
and t'he ultimate aim of the earlier ~tatesn!en of the 
Revolution, is no be!ter tha~ ingeniou~ nonsense. 
The whole performance rests on a grdss'and inex-... . . 

cusable anac~nism. There i~ a co'Qt!mptuous • 
~efusal • to discriminate between groups ~of 1!en • 
who were as different from o~e hother as Oliver. 
Cromwell was. different from J!.mes Nayler, .. a~~· · 
b~eneperiods-as u~!ke in all their conditio~s .. • 

. . . . . 

as the Athens •f the Thirty Tyrants was ftnlike 
Athens a9ter Thrasybulus had driv•n the Tyraflts . . .. 
out. He assumes that the men, the pohcy, 

· •the maxim~ of the French government are -the 
men, the policy, and the maxims of the handful 
of ob~cure0 miscreft,n~ who had hacked ··priests 
and nobles to pi~~s at the doors of the prisons 

• four years before. Oarnot is to him merely "that 
sanguinary tyrant~' a~d the heroic Roche becomes 

• "t'bat old•practised assassin," while the Prince of • Wales, by the way; and the Duke of York are the 
hope~ and pride of ·nations. To heap lip that 
incessant iteration. about-thieves, murderers, house-

. . 
br~, ;ssassins: bandits, bra\IVes with their 

• • . . 
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hands dr~ping with blood and thei?maw•gorged • with.prQperty, tl.~perate paramours, btrrpblstical 
players, t\).(t} refuse • aftd reje<!ted offaJ of stroll-

• • e .# ing thea,tres, bloody buffouns, bloody felons-
flli thi~ was as utJjust to hundreds ~ dis­
interested': ho~est, lftld patriotic men who were ., 
then earnestly striving to restore a true order and 

• solid c!tizenshi~ in France, as the "scurrili!f of • • • aA Or{ngeman is unjust to millions of devQt!t 

• 

Catholics. • .' 
• • 'Bm:1re was \he man who might have been 

' . . 
expected before all othet's to kilow th~ in every . . ........ 
syst\ni of government, whatevej may have been 
t1le crimes of its origin, there is sure, Qy the bare 

• necessity of things, to rise up a phrty or an in-• .· 

dividual, whom their political instinct will foroo 
into resistance to the fatalities of anarchy. Man 
is"too strongly a political animal for 16 to be other­
·wise. It was so at each p~riod and divisio; in the •• 
Revolution. There •was always a party ot order, 
and by 1795, wheri Burke" pooned these reckless 
philippics, order was only ~too easr- in France. • 
The Revolution had worn ~ut the passion and 
moral enthusiasm of its fir:st years., and all the best 
men of the revolutionar;r ti.me had been co~sumed · 
~ a flame of iue. When Blirke talked about tliis . . . ~ 

• •• 
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war being wholly unlilfe any war tha~ 'ever was 
wage~ 4t "Europe before, about,ts bein~ it "-;etr for 
justice on tae one siae,and a_!a;.atical b{Qody~opa­
gandism oil the othe~he shut his eyes tod;he p,ain 
fact t:Dat the Directory had after an really• sunk tft' 

• the moral level of.Frt!derick lnd c:ther!ne, .or fo~ 
that matter, of Louis the Fourteerith ·himself. 

• Thi~war ~as onlv too like the o~er ~P.atewars of • . . ~ ' :&ropean history. The French government h\d 
become . political, exactly in '&hf! same sense .in 
which Thugut. and Metternich anti Herzberg w~:e• . '' 
p~_acat :he Fre11ch R~fmblic in 1797 was neitheJ . • 
more nor less agjres;ive, immoral, piratical; than 
the mona"f8hies that had partitioned Poland, ada ·. 

~ . ~ . - .. ....,;._-__ 

had intended• to redistribute the continent of · . ' 

Europe to sui~ their own ambitions. The Ooa!ition ~ 

began the game, but France proved too str2_~g for 
them, and ~hey haod the worst of thei;';gax!J.e. . . . ' 

Jacobinism may Y,.ve inspired the originar fire 
that made her armies irresistible, but J acobinism 
of that stamp had 1!ow·gone out of fashion, ;nd.to 

• dentmnce ~peace with the Directory because'the · 
origin of their gov~}nment was regicidal, was ~ 
childis]l as it ~ould have been ·in Maiarin to 

·decline a treaty of regiciae peace with the .Lord 
• • Protector, · • 

' . • • 
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What.makes the Regicide Peace~~ repufsive is • not ib.at. it reco16'mends energetic pro~eyut!on of 

the •war, .and not' ~at it tlbounds. in glaring 
• • I . 

fal!acies. in detail, but thm; it is in direct con-
tr~dicti~m with the -strong, po~itive, ratio:I¥tl, and 
sane met~od .that :!!.ad bemre uniformly marked • 
Burke's poJ.itical philosophy. • Here lay his incon- , 

• sisten~ •• not in~bandoning dem.ocratic prin~ples, 
• f~ he~ad never held them, but in forgetting ~s 

own rules that fJ.at/ons act from adequate motives 
.• relative to the~interests, and not from metaphy-

• sical speculation; that "'I canlt()tdra'i an i_.2~ttfr. 
me-ftt against a whole peopre ;. that there is a 
!pecies of ~~stile justice which no aspjrity of war 
wholly extinguishes in the mind~ of a civilised 

• 
people. " Steady independent minds," he h!d 
once said, " when they have an object of so 
s~rious a concern to niankintl as gov .. nmeni under . . . 

·their contemplation; will d~~ain to assume the 
part of satirists and• declaimers." Show the thing 
that· ·you ask for, he cried. d~ring the .American 
war, to be reason, show it to be cot!mon s{lnse. • 

II',) . 
We have a measure of the reason· and common 
sense of Burke's attitude in th~ Regicide Peace, 

·.. . 
in the language it iliospired in Windham and . . 

• others, who .denounced Wilberforc~ f~tii1g 
• • 
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when !e spoffe of peaceci who stigmatisad Pitt as 
weak and. a pander to national a~~ice f~ ~hiiJring 

• • • of the cost of the war; ·and who actualzy chaotged 
~ . . 

the liverymen of Loncron who petitioned ~n: pe:ce, 
with O!Jen sedition. •. ~ '··· · • 

• It is a striking illufltration•of th; yers;:ttility of 
• Burke's moods tha,t immediately~'Qefb~e -si_tting 

,, ~ . .. . ..: . 
dow:g. to wnte tjle Fou1·th Lett11r o~ a_. :flegicide -

• 

. hce he had composed one of the most l~C\d aiU 
accurately meditated of all 1..is • tracts, which, 
short as it is, contains idea~ onefree traae that • . . ~ . 
w~e.only J;od far m adv~ce of the opinion of'hi.s. · · 
time. In i 772 aJJor~ Bill had been introdumffi-
it was pa~ed ih the following yeai;:_of '\Vliic1! 

. Adam Smith ;;aid that it was like the laws oL · . ~- . , '\. 

· '_,~t>lon, not the best in itself, but the best that 
-. the situation. and tendency of the ti~es·',would 

admit. In speaking !lpon this measure, Burke Md . . . 
laid down those sen~ple principles on the trad(d.n· 
corn, which he now in 1795" worked out in the 
Thoughts and IJetafls on Scarcity. Those who do 

• not f}oncernO themselves With economics will per­
haps be interested in" the singular passage, vigor­
ously ~bjected .to by Dugald Stewart, ,in which 

" Burke sets up a genial d8fence of the consum:e­
. · tion~d~nt spiri!s. · It is intt)iesting as an 

• • • 
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argumeJet, and it. is m~st charact~ristil of the • ., . . 
autkor .• • • .. . .,, 

"'J)e allr.tain,,was .. nqwfauing. All who saw . ·--~~~ him feUi that Burke's life was g_uickly: drawiJ!g to .. . 
• a close. ~~...§o~_death...had~t:rJ1g$_tlte_final 

blow._ We. could Tmly w~h that the years had ~ 
brought to him what it ought to be the fervent , 

• praye' cj. · ~s al to find at the. close· of t~ long 
~trug~le with ourselves and with circumstanc(-

• a disposition to llappiness, a composed spirit to 
.• ·whicli time ha~ made things clea;, an unrebellious_ 

temper, and hopes un~me~ for m~nkit:W. •• If 
th~ was not so, :6Jir1{e .. aLleastebl1sie<f..,~imself to 

•the .end. i~,_great •. interests. His ... c.rity.. to the 
unfortunate . emigrants .Jr~m •. Fraifc_e"was, .. diligent 
.a,nd .unwearied. Among. other .. sctid..,serxices '"he 
established .. a. s~_hool.near- .Beaconsfield for sixty· 
Pr~nch boys, principally.the orpha1Ps of 9uiberon,- · 
and. the children of otheseemigrants who had 
suffered in the cause. Almost the last glimpse 
that we have of Burke is"in \record of a visit to 
Beaconsfield by the author of tfte Viridici; 
GallicaJ. Mackintosh had · written to Burke to 
express his admiration for his ch1jlllcter an~ genius, 
and recanting· his old ~defence of the Revolution . 
• • "Since that. time," he said,." a ~la~~X· 

• • 



• • . 't :· , . . 
'<l0 ·.o. B,UiKE• . ,_. - _.o . CHA.PO 

' pe~~nc: has ~ndeceived J.Ue- on many su-.jects, in 
which•! .Vis then the dupe of~y e,nth1lsiaom." 

When.1b.ckifl.tQsb .. wJ;nUo~Bric~iisfield:(:GhrisbD.as,. " . . l7.9.6).h~ was,-as,,mJ.wli.ama,~ed.v!t~-~.Y!'ltY"''~me- el~e . ' 

with t~ ~~uberance of-his ho~t·s~mi~d'"':~-~~conv~r-' 
• Sfl.t!9n. Even then Bl1rke ei!tered- \vith rc?rdial 
• glee into the sports_ of children, rolling about with 

.· • • ~ .............. 0 ... 

theii1c9ll the carpet, and pouring ou! in his.gambols 
th~ublimest images, mixed with the most wr~tche~ 

• • 
puns. He.said.,of_.,.F.ox, .,w;itl?-_.~.~~yp)!jgl!;...;!.He is. 
made_ to,be loved/~ __ , . There was· the ~rresistibfe out-· . . ,., ~ 

br~Jtga~t "that putr,¥! carcase:·that mother of 
·all evil-the Fre:ach •Revolution." It remin8ed 

;;;,.....~·..! • ·• . ..--.- .._:..--" "';#;:.).'¥-A;-. 

him of the accursed things that.cra;v!e~ ~~a~4 ~l]t .. 
of the mouth of the vile. hag in Spenser's C11ve bf: 
~or; and M repeated the Iiauseqj{s '~-~fanza. 
Mackintosh was to be the faithful knigR((>f, the 
romance~. the Cbrightnl!ss.of whose swo";d.' ~as~t~ 
flash destruction on ~ filthy frogeny. - T• 

, It--:,was,,_om,the,::-:9~th.:~f;;;;;J;;.l!ly~~z~"7.:.,tllat, in the 
siAt}.;.eigl,ifu.,.y'-~ar,.!}f.,.Jtis,~Jie,~:r,~s~_r)yi_IJg;hi~J~~qJties 
it)li'el.~t,-<:.IR€1men·t~h~.;,e;.ireg .• _ Wltli ~agnani­
mous tenderness Fox P.E£P.OSed tliat lie should. be 
buried P.:mong ~e great dead in Westminster 
Abbey ; -but-::Burke'-'h~d""l~f~·strict»injinetio11~- that 

hj.~~-l-.J.W,IJJd;sb~gllri:v::at?;·:-a-nd"bE:le~:WM,.,JI!Jd .. in 
• . . . 
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\th~Ji}t1~<llmm4Jl%l?~Jj,m®fi~ld. n•w~rlterrible • 

molj.€J~ i.n the ~sto!J: o1 England and" o_f l!urop~ 
An-oJ>enpmtiny Jladlust beeh quelle~ in the fleet. 
T~ere ~d been signs of d~affection in the army. 

• Iit Ireland the spi!'it of revolt was smouJdering, . . " and in a few month~ broke..:>ut in the fierce flames 
• 

of a great rebellion. And it was the year of the • 
politi~ crim: of Campo Fo~mio;'that ~ister 
~acifi~tion in which violence and fraud once m/Jre 

' 
; ~serted their• u»veiled ascendancy in Europe. 

~- · ~he~;ie",.,~QIDPlfl•"'l!.RRd9.w,s*"'iW,ere::siaUii:Jg_,oY,er . ,the 
wester_n world~wlien.,a,;i..ferw,en.t;ut.tMt"'nP1~h: 
~~(lt~g~~.QJU.~~gJ:axe~;&e~;r:a~o;,;h~;;i-;~:d:~"t;.~ng~ 

~ ~gh ts 9!l':!>e;].)~ts_,pf,)}U!-Q~n,y~~t'!:~~~~~Q{fj!!.ht>19.~r. \CJ 

I . ,. . . ·. . v-9.: 

·(?-=·~f~~1' •• %'.y 
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BURKE's ·J,ITkRARY CHARACTER·: • .. ... ~ ,..- . 
c::=to • ' • ··, "'- .... ~ 

A "TORY is told that in the time when Bur~ w~ 
still at peace with the :biss~t~rs, he visited 
Priestley, and after ·seeing his ~brary altd his • · 
laboratory, ~nd £ea.ring how his host's hours were 

• ""Y'- • 

given to experimept a~d meditation, be exclairBed 
that such aJif~ .must\.iiake him the happiest and• 

' . 
most to be en'f.ied of men. It must ·sometimes 

~ . . . . 

hlf'Ve occurred to Burke to wonder whether he had 
mM& tJw ngnt- cnmc& WMD D& JxkeD .3W21Y t.Jw 
fragments of nis Histo.ry, and plunged into the di&'-

. ~· . ~ .. . 
- ":! traction of party and Parliament. But his interests · •• • 

and aptitudes- were too strong and overmasteruig 
for him to have bet!Il nght in doing otherwise: 
-c:Jontact witl9affairs was an in~lispensable condition 
for the full use of his great faculties, in spite of 
their belng less ~culties of affairs tha~ 0! specu­
lation. Public life was t~ actual field·in which 
to~ a:r:j w,k out, and use- with g~d effect tb: 

. -- . . . . . :: I . 

• 

• 
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•moral id.as which were ~urke's mo:i sinc~re and 
genuine .il!terest;{ And he was able to tring these 
nioffil. ideae into s~~h:effectiv~ use b~ause he was 
so ~·ntirAly unfettered by tfie narrowing spirit of . . 
'formula. .. No,.man, -ror instance, who thoutht in 
formulre. ~vould hav~ written the curious passage • 
that I have already referred,to, in which he • . ,. . . 

• eulogises.gin, btfcause "under t~e pressure A the 
c:res ·~nd sorrows· of o~r mortal condition, rrfln 
have at all tinies."and in all countries called in . . 

• some physical eaid to their mo~al consolation." 
• He valued words at th~~ proJ>er ra~ that. is•"'to 

say~he knew that some of th~:g.eatest facts iu the 
Tire and ch!!Jacter of man, '[rid i~ the jnstitutions 
of society, can find no descjiption atd no measure­
ment in words. Public life, as we t!an easily pe!-­
ceive, with its shibboleths, its exclusive parties, its 
nfeasurement by conventionltl standt!rds, its atten-• . 
'tion to small expediencies b~re the larger, is not 

• 
a field where such characteristics are likely to 
make an instant effect. • • • 

Though it is not wrong to say of Bfrrke that as • 
ari orator he was transcendent, yet in that im­
mediate influence upon his hilft'ers wqich is 
c~mmonly supposed to -be the mark of oratorical 
success, all tee evidence is •that ~ke.gen~ . . . , . ' ..... ,.' ... 

\ .•. . . . . 
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failed:~ We \ave seen. how !lls.speece against 
Hastingi ·affected Miss Burne,, and • 'bowo. the 
speech on iile· Nab~b of A~~oVs debts~as j;p.~ed 
by Pitt not to be. wo~th answerillg. Pel!baps the 
great~t that he ever made wa~ that on·~on~ili~timt 

. . . . . 
.• with America ; the wisest in ~ts temper, the most. 
• close)y logical ~~its reasoning, • the amplest in 

ap~riate "topi~, the most· ge1!erous 41-rfd .con- • 
c!!latory in the substance of its appeal~~ 'Ytt 

. . 
Erskine, who was in the Ho"!se·when this was . . . . 

• 

delivered,. said • that it drove ~erybody · away, • 
inCluding f>eople ~ho, ~en they came to read it, • 
read it over and! o·/er again, and could ha~dly 
think of .a~thing else. As Moore sals rather tog 
floridly, but '\fith trut~,-" In vain did Burke's 
g~nius p~t fox\h its superb plumage, glittering all 

· over ~ith the hundred eyes of fan~y:-'-the gait of 
the bir~ wa~heavy ,l.ll~ awkward, and its voi~e 
seemed rather. to ~61-re than attract." . Burke's' 

• gestures were clumsy; he had:sonorous bup harsh 
tones ; he never los~ a ;trong Irish accent; and his. 

• utterance w\s often h1,1rried and eager. Apart frorr{ 
these disadvantages of accident which have be~n 

.. -, overc01pe by ms:ainfinitely.inferior to Burke, it is 
easy to perceive; frOIJ?-· the•matter and texture ~~ 

. .t~erdles~at ha\Te become En~lish ~lassies,· · . . ·• 
- • • • • • • -t • 
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• • • • 
that the every q,ualities 'ihich are exc~llen~es. in 
lite~turt~ ~ere d&.wbacks to the spoken discourses. 

.. . .. . . 
.AJlsteneP•in ·west~ster. Hall or~e House of 
Cqmmollll, unlike the reader by his fireside in . . 
another centUJy, is always thinking of arg~ments . . . .. 
and facts that bear directly on the special issue • 
before him. W~t he wishes to ~ar is. some partie- • 

• ularity·o~event•or inference wh~h will eit~e(fs • • him to make up his. mind, or will justify him if is 
. ~ind is already.mftde up. Burke never neglected 
• these particularft.ies, and he never .went so wide as 

• to f:ll for an instant in~ v~Tmess, bbt he w~~t 
wide enough into the generalit~s that lent force . . . 
and light toJlis view, to weary men wlfo cared for . ' 
nothing, and could not be expected to care for 
anything, but the business actually in hand an-a 
the most expeditious way through it. The con­
tettiousness is not close e~mTgh itnd•rapid.enough 
to hold the interest ~fa prari;illal assembly, which, 
though it was a hundred times less busy than the . . . 
House of Commons to-day, seems to have been • 
eager in the inverse proportion of wha~ it had to 
do, to get that little quickly done . 

. Then we may doubt whether~ere is any in­
sljl.nce of an orator thro~ing his spell over a large 
audienc~. witilOut frequent resort ~ tlte h~ .. 
ta,. • •. X 
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forms. of commonplace9 . Two of theo greatest 
~ - . . 

speeches• of Burke's time• are sttppose<! .to thave . . .. ... ~·. - ... 
been Grattall.'s on Tithes a~ Fox's on•-the lv":t-

~ -~ • ! -~ ... • 
minster Scrutiny, and these were evid(Olly f11Il 
of th«?' splendid commonplaces of, the' _firs~ rate• 

. -. . ... 
• rhetorician. Burke's mind was not readiTy set to 
• , these tunes .• Th~motiori to whi~h he commonly . . . 
a~d was thai too rare one, \he lo~ of wis- • 
·dom; and he combiried his tJ:wughts a~d'irno:.­
ledge in propositions of wisdofh so weighty . an~ 
strong, that th~ minds of ordinitty he;rers were • 
n~t on the'instant•prep~WM for them. '"' 

• . .. 0 
If.is true .tllttt Burke's: speeches were riot . - -· . . ... . . 

without effect of an indirect::-kind, Joi: there is 
good evidence,hat at ijle time when Lp;dNorth's 
~inistry was0 tottering, Burke had" -~i~en to a 
position of the first emine~c~~ip Par~iamEmt. 

When .Bosw~l said• ti him that 'people. wou'd 
wond~r how ·he could ·bring -himself tO~ t_ake so· 
much pains with his~ spee~hes, ~~~~i~g- with . . . , "" ""\. ~ ~ 

• certainty that not one vote wou~q· b~~gain~.d by 
them, Bnrk~ answered tha~ it is· very ~ell .worth 

'·- . ·-· ,\ 

while to take pains to .speak well in Parliament; 
for if a. man sp~s well, he graduall?' establishe~ 
a. certain reputation ana consequence in tge 

~ '~al ~~n; and though "an .Act ijlat~hl!! . . .. 
-.' 
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• been abl1 oppo~ed becolies law, yet ~ ft2 p~·o~ 

gres• it Y, toftenefl and modified to meet ooj•ctions 
- -W'hos~ for~ has ne~~r~een acimowled!Jed directly. 

"lye, w," ·Johnson brok: in, ""and there is a . . 
gratification of pri<fe. Though we canndt out-• . . 
vote them, we will out-argu"e them." • 

Out;arguing .is not' perhap~he r1_ght word for 
• most ol J3urke1 performances .• He is at.~art 

t~ink{ng' more of ~he subject itself than of th<f:e 
on whom it was hts apparent business to impress . . ... ........ ,. 
a particular- vi~ of it. He sup-enders himself 

• wholly to the matter, an~follo«rs up, tflough with 
a s!rong and close . tread, J1 ilhe excursions to . ·-- . . 

which it. IniY give riSe-in an elastic tntelligence 
-"motion,". as De Qu1nj;ley says~ "propagating 
motion, and life throwing off lifl.'' But then 
this exub~rant yvay of thinking, this willingness 
t8 let the _subject !ead, if1 lt!ss apt ,n pu~lic dis­
. course than it is in literature,end from this comes 
the liter~ry quality ~f Burke's speeches. · 
· With'_·all1~~i_s __ hatred •for• the• bookman in • 
politics, ~urke" owed much of his own• distinction 
to that gen~rous richness and breadth of judg­
ment which had been ripened inJ-.im by li~rature 
and his practice in it. • Like some other men in . . 
our hislory, ~e showed that boo'a~ a b~ • 
~ . . : ·._ .. 
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preparation for statesmanship than early traininr; 
• • ...--- • b 

in thelsttbordinate posts and a!p~g the ~@rmsnent 
. • • • J. ., ~- .. 

officials of~ public depaitW~f!t. There .is, no . . "".. . ~ . 
copiousness of literary reference in h~ wor$s, 

. . 
such 1ft! over-abounded in civil ana_ ecclesiasticaf 

• publicists of the seventeent~. cent~ry. ~~or can 
we truly say. that~1ere is much, Jihough ~here i~. 
ceraidy some, oi that tact wh!ch ·IitQtature is • 

, aifeged to .confer ,on those who approach ft in ° a 
just spirit _and with the true gft't." The infl.uenc~ 

. of literature on J3urke lay partly tn the '~rrection • 
ot"emanci~tion ffom tl~ mechanical··rormulre of 

• ·0 
practical politics 'f partly in the association which . . . 
it engendeted, in a powerful·unders~anding like 
his, between p~litics avd the moral forces of the 
w·orld, and beeween political maxims and the old 
and great sentences of morals; partly in drawing 
him, ev~ri w,h~n restitlg .his ·case on prudence alfd : 
expediency, to app~l to the widest and highest· 

< • 

sympathies ; partly, and more than all, in opening 
his thoughts t~ the0ma~y conditions, possibilities, . . 
and tc varietYes of untried being" in human char-
acter and situation, and 'so giving an incomparabie 
flexibility to hi~ethods of political approach; 

This flexibility is not oo be found in his mal£· 
~:~oo ~nd. qplll2PSition." That derives. its i~mense .. . r. 



. ,. • , ,· ~ssw • • . - - . power frill other sources~ from passion, i8tensity, 

• a or 

im~naJ;ion, si;a., truth, cogency of log!ca.l ~eason. 
TIU\Y one bas imt:u;~ himself with that exacting 

lo.:e of £elicacy, "me~sure, :nd taste in expression, 
•which ;.as until ouf own day a sacred traqftion of 
the Frt!n~h, then ht .will not like Burke. Those • 

I who insist on charm, on wim~gness in style, on 
• subtle•~rmon~s and exquisite suggestian,..are 
!tsappointed in Burke ; they even fin.d him st!ff 
and .over-colou1-edl .And there are blemishes of ' . . 

• this kind. Hi~ banter is nearly tlways ungainly, 
his wit blunt, as .Johnt¥>n sa!d of i~ and vi!ry • • 

often unseasonable. We feJ\ tkat Johnson must 
•have been right in declaring that th8Ugh Burke • was always in search of. pleasa~ries, he never 
made a good joke in his life. M is usual with 
a man who has not true humour, Burke is also 
\fithout true pathos. The•thougllt of wrong or . . . 

· misery moved him less to Pit¥ for the victim than 
to anger against thl cause. Then, there are some 
gratuitous and unredee~ed• vul~arities; some 
images" whose barbarity makes us \huddet, . of • 
creeping ascarides and inexpugnable tapeworms. 
But it is the mere foppery of l~ature U} suffer · 
ourselves to be long det.ained by specks like these. , 
• The varie~ies of Burke'S" liter~ or.rheto~ .. " ·. . . 
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metho~ ar~ very strikinl{, lt is aJmost incredible 
that tle•superb imaginative amplificatiT>B .. o& the 
description cff Hyde; .Ali's .Jes:;ent up~ tha. ()Aa_r __ -• ... 

, • • < •• 

natic should be from the same pen as tti graye, 
• simpl~ unadorned A~dress ~ the /{~niJ (1777),• 

• where each· sentence falls~·on the ·ear wtth the 
\ accent of so~e g~en-tongued _gr,cle of the wise 

god;t. •His stride is the stride of l-giant,,Jr~m the· • 
i' • ~=~tim ental. beauty of the picture of Mar~e ,lnto1-. 

nette at Versailles, or the red CIJ:iorror of the tale -- . 
of Debi Sing in. Rungpore, to the learnillg; posi- • 

. tfv~ness, a!!d cool jfldicial•mastery o_f !he Repor~ on. . • 
the LOrrls' Journals (1794),1 which. Philip Francis, "- ... ~ "' . no mean' ,udge, declared on the '~hole to be 

, . . . 
the ". most eiDlllent an4 extraordinary " of all his 
p~oductions" 'Even in the coolest and dryest of 
his piec~s, there is the mark of greatness, of grasp, 
of compreh~Ifsion.-= tn .au its~varleties Burke'~ 
style is. noble, earneit,- deep-flowing, because his . ... ~ . . ~· 

sentiment was lofty and fervid, and went with 
sincerity and lrden't disciplined travail of ~udg-

• 0 . . . . 
· ment. Fox told :Francis Horner that ;Dryden's 

prose was Burke's great favourite, and that Burke 
imitated him :rftlij'e than any one else. - We may 

... well believe that he was•attracted b)r Dryden;s 
., ~. his co~sness," his gaiety, hi~ many ness of 

1 Works, xi. 1·15'2. • ~ 
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style, but there caw- hardly have ~een amy con· • • 
scious a~empt !it imitati~. Their topics "ere too 

• • • • I 
-different. • Bti.rke•-Iutd the ~tyle of. his subjects, 
t~ ~m~lltude, ~he ~eightlhtess, the laboriousnes~, 

'tfie se!Lse, the high.fbght, the grandeur, pJilper to 
a maa deall'ng with__ imperial , them~s, the free­
dom of nati~ns; the justice of illers, the fortunes 1 
of gr~t societ\ls; the sacred!ess ofo law. Burke 

~ - ..... . ... 
~ • always be read_, with delight ;tnd- e~ifita'-

tion, because in ~e midst of .discussions ._on. the~ 
1ocal and the ~cidental, he scatters apophthegms 
that take_ ~ls.into .the ~gions.ot' last~gr wisa@m. 
In• the midst <?f the torrel!t ~f his most stren-

, uous and passionate deliverances, ~. suddenly · 
rises !!loof•from his immediate •ubject,··a~d in 
all tranquillity reminds us of sC¥ne perniantint 
relation of things, some enduring truth of human 
jfe or society. We do no~ hear 6he organ tones 
of Milton, for faith and 'freedom _had: otl:!er notes 
in the seventeen tit century~ There is none of 
the complacent and wite ...hrow~d sagacity of 
Bacon, for Burke's were days of eager pe:~;sonal• 
strife and party fire and civil division. . We are 
not exhilarated by the cheerfulne~, the polish, the 
fine manners of Bolingbroke, for. Burke" had an . , 
lnxious conscience, and Wfi.S eaill<>.st and .intent . . ., .. ,..........., 

" • r . . . 
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that ·.thQ. goeR! should~triumP'fi. And yet B11rke • 
' . . . .. " :. . 

is 'am1g.the ·greatest ofothose w1~ ha~~ yvro·w~ht 
marvels in tQ,c prose•o£ our En~ish to~e. • -

· The influence of·Buf'ke o~ the publicists of .the 
gener~on after the Revolution was :Ut!h less• 
c~nside~~ble than might have•been Efxpe~tQd. In. 
Germany/where t\l_ere has been so much excellent · 
wri~ng:boti:t•Staa~isse~hajt, wilh suc~verty • · .• 
;$ d.arkn~!s in tlie wisdom of p:acti~l pooti~ '. 
there is a long list of writers 0who have drawn · 
-their' inspiration from Burke. In. France, publi~ • 
cist£ of "the senti~~ tal scjool;like Chateaubriand, 

. . -- . . 
~nd ; th,e politico -;_ ecl!tlesiastical ilchool, like· !>e 
Maistre, ~as.lxioned a track of their·own. In Eng- • 
land, Bti'rke made. a·clil~p m~rk on coT!temporary 
opinion duringothe last years of his iife,-and then 
his ~flue~ce urider~ent .· a certain eclipse. 'l:.he 
official" Whigsd)onsid~ed him a. renegade and o 
heresiardb, whohad comtnitted the deadly.sin of . 
breaking up. the party; and tMy never mentioned 
his name withOilt bittefness. To men like ;God-

e.,vin, the autaor of Political Justice, Burke was as .... . . 

::Anti9hrist. Bentham and James MilL thopght of 
him-as a declai~er who lived upon applause, and 
who, as one of thei1l ~ays, w~ fvr protecting every­
thing old, not l>ecaus~ it was __ good but becausl 
e:-- .• <t' • 0 ...... ~ 
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1t exist~. · In one quarter only · d:d h~exert a 
proi>un~·influeDJJe. His• maxim that Di,e4 might 

~mpJ.oy t~ir sa~citz in dfscoverll!g the latent 
wiMom that underlies leneral prejudices and 

ft . . . 

•old in•stitutions, im;tead of exploding them, in-
spiTed •<Jolertdge, ~ I h~tve already said ; and 
the Coleridgian school are Burk£'s direct descend- J 

'".ants; "~never\hey deal with •tJle sigrufic~CeJtnd 
, ehe r~lations of Church and State. B~theJ'C~ 

nected these vitlwc so closely with their views in· ' 
· • ~etap·hysics ani. theology, that the association with , . 

Burke was effectually d~ise~.- · · • · . •• 
1he only English writer ~f ~hat age 'whom we 

•can name along. with. Burke in the »terature of· 
enduring power, is ·Wordsworth, ebat. .aeep-glow-• . . 

ing representative in another field, !nd with mafly 
rare elements added that~·~ere .. all hi~ o;n, of 
tilose . harmonising and . coociliat~ ;forces and 

·ideas • that make man's • defiiny easi~r ·t~ him, • 
' . . . . 

through reverence for the past, for duty, for 
institutions: He _was born -in tae ye~r of the 
Present Discontents (1770), and when iEurke wrote • 
the Rift,ections, Wordsworth was standi~g, with • 
France "on the top of golden I.ours," listening 
with delight among t~e ruins ~f the Ba;tille, or , . . 

on the ;anks,of the Lo~e, t8 "th~om~ess soun...ll..-. ' . ' - -
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of joy Stat was in the sky:'" When Fw.nce lost• 

· faith .nQ. •freedom, anif NapoleQll had.~uil~ his 
- throne on uneir' gr\ve, he~ b"~gan to •• see· thos~· 

. . . . . 
strong elements wliich"for Bl!rke had alj. his 1ife 
been 1ibe true and fast foun!lation of the• social• 
world; -Wide as is th~ dii!erence• bee'~en an · 

f oratorical and a d~lamatory mind like Burke's, and 
.. £li~leqjt o!atori~i of au poets,:yet uw~r this"'-· 

·. ~~nt'!..gf form .and· temper .there is-sttikirl'g 

~ik~~ess .in spirit~'_- There, was. the• s~me energeti: ~ 
· fe~lmg aboukm~raLthought~:o.gJ~JJlin~, th~_same '· 
. frAine of iOunsel• and p::udence, :the . ~arne 'love • 

for the slowness .,r 1!ime/the· same. slight acc3unt 
!{ held of..more.intellectual- ~nowledge, -and even• .. 

·the same .ruliHg sympathy with that ·side of the 
~---...... .....t:--~~-..!c···-~~---...--~-cDaracter of J!ngfishmeri which Burke exufted in, 

as "-their sullen resistance ojinnovation." • 
• . • Ill 
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