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.................................................................PREFACE 

Urban growth is a universal phenomenon and it has taken place in all the places and 

countries and it will goes on. In developing world like India, this growth in maximum 

cases does not follow the rules and regulations and for this, different negative impacts on 

environment take place. This same thing has happened in the city Siliguri and its adjoining 

areas which mainly bear the influx of populations after the independence, simultaneous 

partition and excessive migration from East Bengal. For this, Siliguri and its adjoining 

areas known as Siliguri Planning Area has been chosen to identify the growth of urban 

built-up and different issues due to it. 

The whole work has been divided into seven chapters. First chapter mainly deals with the 

conceptual framework of the work, history of the study area, different objectives and 

hypotheses that have been framed, overall socio-economic, physical characteristics of this 

area. Second chapter deals with the land use and land cover changes and transformation 

that had taken place in this area from 1992 to 2021. Third chapter is about the urban 

growth of this region. This chapter mainly tried to find out the pattern of urban growth, its 

speed and trends of development over this region from 1992 to 2021. Fourth chapter stated 

about the identification of different types of suitable lands in patches for the new built-up 

development which will helpful for the people to select their actual residential plots. Fifth 

chapter deals with the infrastructural development in last twenty years in this region and to 

relate the population growth with this, which will stimulate the growth of impervious 

surfaces. Sixth chapter is for the analysis of different negative impacts that is facing this 

region due to the unplanned urban growth and huge burden of population. Impacts on river 

water, local climate, and on vegetation density had been analyzed to justify the urban 

growth and negative impacts on environment. Last chapter tried to put some suggestions 

for better and scientific and sustainably suitable to reduce the problem of unplanned urban 

growth as well as for a healthy urban growth in this region. 
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