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Tbe E!1et1tion and t!t:;)tt.f..ng·~p of! the l?attcbayat! Raj 

Xnstitut.ion·s .in Jalpaigur1 betwe~n 195$ ana 1.964 in eooordanc:e 

wit.b the prov1si.M$ of ttl~ t'leat aengal. Penehaya:t ~t# 1957 'Wf,!lS 

e-xpeoted to her&ld .tn an ~t~ of ~v.1v~1 and aetivisation of 
I 

~he rural economy• 'l'he eme~nce o~ a ne\~ leadership w"'ld the 
I 

~vol wment of the rural pt:;~ople with the preceas of' de<;i:;tion -

na.ld.ng ~d implexnentation of· dif~e~nt $OG1o-e<';!onom1q meaouJ:>es 

designed to effeet a breal¢ .... through in ru~ai l;i.fe were the avo-:~ed 

Qljectivee? of the· rural g~?Wn'lment., But soon. the ?ancha:yati Raj 

1~ ou~: a&raple area~. of Jal.paigur1 district. et;:l'.r~d J.:lftlpi.ng~ 

Thtre weJ:@ <;.! numb~::- of inadequae$,e.s and one among them r:1as 

peJbaps tt~e t'leak resoul;'oe oa;se of the Pat.tcl'layat.s. Sat.:1dled w.tth .. 

a \~ide va.:-iety of functions· and s~arv:ed of ac1equatG1 f:"Und,. the 

Pan:hayats may not be e:(p~.E~cted: to make a massive d~nt. in the 

challenge of meeting the needs ~nd aspiratiQns of the rural · 

peo{l.e;, 

Th.e p:;e~ent study sta+ts with a the.cu:et;4ee;l dis®$s1on 

~bO.U\ the ~volut.ion of t.ha Pancnayati Raj' movement in India ;and 

the !3-t.'t;.ei:n o£ Panchaya1;:.! fincmce ~;ith ~- pal:'ticular ~ferenc~ to 

in-tez.-.~ove;n,nnental ~iscal cooperation~. In the li.ght. of the- i:teld 

e~r~nces an as:;~essme~at h~s :been made about the r:ole of the 

fiecal instrument~ undeJ: t.he e:"!~st.ing ravienue struqt.u~e .:tn 

finaod.ng rurql developmenti the scope and· eJ>ttent of financial 

devolution to the Pi,4"lcha~·at~· §lnd the <liroction and magni t:vd~ of 
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the3ir ef£(i;ts t.o".fm.lbill~s .r_a$ourc~$ for m~ktng. them$91'\res 

v:lqt,le un.tts of rural .. Self....govel:nment., 1'..!1 analysis of the eipenditure 

pati;em of the sampl~ Pancll.ayat.s.r th~ J)ature end twes of 

ac::Uvities now being und~rt.eken b¥·1them for provid!nq welfare 

services and. soqio-eoonQmiC' infrast~eture a."ld the nature and 

quantum of external: finance ho.$ alsQ been aete:npt.ed to m~ke the. 

·st,udy more- f(leaningful and ~ew~!ng~ Base~1 on exten~ivc and 

inte-tnsive field :tnve-stigations1 tl",l$ study seel-;~ ·to sort out the 

different prol)lema ~la·t.:tng to tbe fir';~.ancial &.dminis~ration of the 

uti.lization of tne: exioting fund of th~ Panct!ayats,. The study ends 

·~Aith a sumnary of th~ fin<U.ngs of the. field st:.ud~t and concluding 

observations on the project. 

'l'he Laf.ft.;..E':ront. C'1Qvernment earoe to power in. Nest 13engal 

¥1 1977 and implemente<) the. t'Jest Bengal Panchayat Act, 1973~ For 

the secon("l ~.ime sine~ 1959 elections were held for the Panehayats 

th.voughout vtest Bengal in ~'978. The present study also cU.scusE;es., 

in b!:'.ief~ the approach of i;h~ Left-.?ront cove3mment to~·1ards~the 

Panchayatt Raj • 'l'hj.s is, bO"..~ver, 'Nell ou·t.side the period tind 

scope of the study. But this may make the study more ,relevant and 
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