v
bo
i
.;pg,{
f b
({3
i

@ha slection and sotting up of the Panchayati Raj
Institutions in Jalpaiguri betwoen 1958 and 1964 in accordance
with the provisions of the West Bengal Panchayat Agt, 3.-957' was
expected to herald in an era of revival and ac:tivisatian of
the rural economys The emergence @ﬁ a new &aamermip and the
hvolvement of the rural people with the process of deglsion -
mking and implementation of different socio-economic measuzes
dsigned to effect a break-through in rural life were the avowed
oljectives of the rural governmenty But socon the Panchayati Raj
ix; our sample arcas of Jalpaigurl district started limpg.;ag;

Thire were a number of inadequacies and one among them was
pehaps the weak resource base of the Panchayats, Saddled with
a Wde variety of functions and starved of adequate fund, the
Pamhayats may nobt be expected to make a masslve ﬂmﬁ in the
challenge of meeting the needs a‘né aspirations of the rural '
peoe, | ‘

The present study starts with a {;izeezetﬂ;,éai eﬂi’smﬁsion
abow the evolution of the Panchayati Raj movenment in India and
the pttern of Panchayati finance with a particular reference to
ini;ef-gommental fiscal cooperation. In the light of the fleld
experences an assessment has veen made abc:su::;} the 'rac:a_i_e of the
xis“a} instruments uwnder the existing revenue structure in
fiﬁand.ng rural developmant,; the scope and extent of Ffinancial

devoluion to the Fanchayats and the direction and magnitude of
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th@ir'efﬁéﬁé$ t61m§b£lize.rﬁsaurceﬁ;ﬁbr making themselves
viable unlts of rural Self-goverument, An analysis of the empenditure
pattern of the sample Panchayatsg,; the nature and types of
activities now being undertaken byithem for providing welfare
sarvices and socio-sconomie infras txucture and thée nature and
quantum @ﬁ’extarnal finance haw-alsc been a“ﬁammt@a to make the
-stu&y more meaningfui and revaulinga Baoea on extensive and
‘inteneiva field iQVﬁstigaticnq, the study seeks to sort out the
ﬂiﬁférent-prohl@ma relating to the financial a@miniaﬁrationvgf the
Sample Danchayats aa&‘examine the scope of a more purpasive
ntilization of the exlisting fund of the Panchayats. The study ends
with a summary of the findings of the field study and concluding

okservations on the projett.

The Laft-Front Govermment came Lo power in West BDengal
in 1977 and implemented the Yest Béngal Eanqhayat hot, 1873, For
the second time since 1958 elections were held for the Panchayate
throughout West Bengal in 1978. The present study also ﬁiécusees,
in brief, the approach of the Left-Front sovernment towards the
ranchayati Raj. This is, however, well outside the pmrigd ana
seope of the study. But this may make the study more relevant and

Unetowdata,
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