
XXVII 
 

 

Contents 
Declaration of the 
Research Scholar 

   I 

Certificate by 
Supervisor  

   II 

Abstract    III 
Preface    V 
Acknowledgement    VII 
List of Tables    VIII 
List of Figures    XIX 
List of Maps    XX 
Abbreviations     XXI 
Contents    XXVII 
Chapter-I:   Introduction 01 
 1.1  Statement of the Problem  01 
 1.2  Conceptual Framework 04 
 1.3  The Scope of Study 06 
 1.4  Review of Literature 09 
 1.5  Research Questions 22 
 1.6  Research Hypotheses   23 
 1.7  Research Objectives  24 
 1.8  Research Design 25 
  1.8.1 Universe  of  the Study 27 
  1.8.2 Sampling Frame  27 
  1.8.3 Sampling Procedure 27 
  1.8.4 Sample Size 31 
  1.8.5 Time period for primary data collection  31 
  1.8.6 Data Processing with Statistical Tools and 

Techniques  
31 

  1.8.7 Limitations of Study 35 
 1.9  Chapterisation 42 
 1.10  Conclusion 44 
   References 45 
Chapter-II   Institutional Credit Flow to Farm Sector: A 

National Perspective 
52 

 2.1  Introduction 52 
 2.2  Patterns of Institutional Credit Flow to 

Agricultural Sector at National Level 
52 

  2.2.1 Agricultural Credit Flow in Percentage of GDP  53 
  2.2.2 Regional Disparity in Credit Flow to Agricultural 

Sector 
55 

  2.2.3 Trends in Inter-state Share of Agricultural credit 
and Crop GVO    

56 

  2.2.4 Inter-State Disparity in Allied Agricultural Credit 59 



XXVIII 
 

and Allied Agricultural GVO   
  2.2.5 Institutional Credit Flow to Small and Marginal 

Farmers at National Level   
60 

 2.3  Rural Sector Finance: Institutional Architecture 61 
  2.3.1 Priority Sector Lending Rules and Loans 

Disbursement by Scheduled Commercial Banks 
 

62 

  2.3.2 Distribution Patterns of Agricultural Credit from 
Scheduled Commercial Banks   

64 

  2.3.3 Progress of Kisan Credit Card Scheme 65 
  2.3.4 Coverage of Service Branch Networks in Rural 

Areas  
68 

 2.4  Farm Credit Disbursement by RRBs: Structure and 
Financial Mechanism   

69 

  2.4.1 Profitability and Viability aspects of RRBs 70 
  2.4.2 Purpose-wise advances extended by RRBs 72 
  2.4.3 Gross loan (o/s) and Volume of NPA of RRBs 

 

73 

 2.5  Rural Cooperative Credit Structure and Nature of 
Assistance to Farm Sector   

75 

  2.5.1 Performance of StCBs under Short-Term credit 
Structure 

76 

  2.5.2 Performance of DCCBs under Short-Term credit 
Structure   

78 

  2.5.3 Trends in Credit Supply from Cooperative 
Societies    

80 

  2.5.4 Cooperative Loans to Farm Sector: A National 
Level Comparative Pattern      

83 

 2.6  Institutional Credit Support Mechanisms: 
NABARD Initiatives    

89 

  2.6.1 Trends in Credit support dispensed by NABARD    89 
  2.6.2 Agency-wise share of short-term refinance support 90 
  2.6.3 Long-term Refinance Assistance by NABARD     

 

92 

  2.6.4 Refinance Support to SFCs, NBFCs and MFIs 95 
  2.6.5 Institutional Assistance for Infrastructure 

Development 
95 

 2.7  Conclusion  99 
   References 100 
Chapter-III   Structure of Topography, Agricultural Land-Use 

Pattern and Economic Development Aspects in 
West Bengal     

103 

 3.1  Introduction  103 
 3.2  Physiographic Divisions  104 
 3.3  Forest Cover and Vegetation   105 



XXIX 
 

 3.4  Agro-Climatic and Physiographic Features 107 
 3.5  The Demographic Structure of the West Bengal 110 
  3.5.1 Inter-Temporal Growth of Population     110 
  3.5.2 Trends in Sex-Ratio and Population Density 112 
  3.5.3 Distribution of Population in Rural and Urban 

Areas    
115 

  3.5.4 Distribution aspects of SC and ST Population 116 
 3.6  Status of Agricultural Sector in West Bengal   117 
  3.6.1 Profile of Crop Production  117 
  3.6.2 Land Holding Pattern 122 
  3.6.3 Input Use Patterns in Agricultural Sector   123 
  3.6.4 Status of Farmers’ Indebtedness 128 
 3.7   Institutional Banking Assistance for Farm and 

Non-farm Sector 
131 

  3.7.1 Profile of Basic Banking Facilities 131 
  3.7.2 Agency and Sectoral Flow of Agricultural Credit 135 
  3.7.3 Agency-wise Status of Micro-credit Assistance at 

Rural Sector 
137 

  3.7.4 District-wise Patterns of Projected Institutional 
Credit to Agriculture Sector 

141 

 3.8  Aspects of Rural Infrastructure Development 143 
  3.8.1 Status of Irrigation Network 143 
  3.8.2 Condition of Road Networks  146 
  3.8.3 State of Electricity Access in Rural Area   151 
  3.8.4 Healthcare Access in Rural Areas 154 
  3.8.5 Telecommunication Infrastructure 156 
  3.8.6 Cold Storage Infrastructure      159 
 3.9  Conclusion  162 
   References  164 
Chapter-IV   The Geographic, Administrative and Socio-

Economic Profile of the Jalpaiguri District   
167 

 4.1  Introduction    167 
 4.2  Brief History of Jalpaiguri District   168 
 4.3  Administrative Structure of Jalpaiguri District 169 
 4.4  Demographic Profile of Jalpaiguri District 170 
  4.4.1 The Population Demographics: CD Block-wise 

Pattern 
171 

  4.4.2 Gender Composition of Population 173 
  4.4.3 Caste specific Distribution of Population 175 
  4.4.4 Profile of Rural Illiterate and Literate persons 176 
  4.4.5 Occupational distribution of population 180 
 4.5  Physiographic and Climatic Conditions 181 
  4.5.1 Topography and Terrain Structure 182 
  4.5.2 Structure of Soil Texture 184 
  4.5.3 Profile of Minerals Resource 185 
  4.5.4 River Streams and Drainage System   186 



XXX 
 

  4.5.5 Groundwater Resource   187 
  4.5.6 Climatic Conditions and Rainfall Patterns 188 
 4.6  Land-use patterns in various uses 191 
  4.6.1 Types of Forest Coverage 191 
  4.6.2 Profile of Agriculture Sector and Non-Farm 

Activities      
193 

   4.6.2.1  Production Patterns of Major Crops                                194 
   4.6.2.2  Production Patterns of Horticulture Crops 197 
   4.6.2.3  Provision of Irrigation Facilities 198 
   4.6.2.4 Other Input Support Services for  

Agriculture 
199 

   4.6.2.5 Involvement of farm credit agencies 200 
   4.6.2.6 Inter-temporal profile of Multi-Agency 

Credit flow to Agriculture and Allied-Agricultural 
Sector   

202 

   4.6.2.7 Network of Non-Farm Production 
Activities             

213 

 4.7  Conclusion  217 
   References  218 
Chapter-V   A Micro-Level Analysis of Demand Behaviour of 

Sampled Farmer Households for Credit in Study 
Area   
 

222 

 5.1  Introduction 222 
 5.2  The Nature of Demand for Credit by farmers 223 
 5.3  Objectives of Field Survey relating to Farmer 

Households 
223 

 5.4  Field Survey Methodology applied in the Research 
Study 

224 

 5.5  Specification of  Theoretical Framework  225 

 5.6  Nature of Regressor Variables and Hypotheses 
used in Research Study 

229 

 5.7  Demographic and Socio-Economic Profile of 
Sample Villages: A Descriptive Interpretation of 
Field Survey Data    

233 

 5.8  Field Data Analysis of Farmer HHs Demand 
Behaviour for credit 

256 

 5.9  Field Data Analysis of Farmer HHs Attitude to 
Credit Repayment 

264 

 5.10  Critical interpretation of primary data 269 
 5.11  Conclusion 273 
   References 275 
Chapter-VI   A Micro-Level Analysis of Features, Performance 

and Prospects of Agricultural Finance at Study 
Areas  

279 

 6.1  Introduction 279 



XXXI 
 

 6.2  Rural Economic Structure of Sampled C.D Blocks 
of Study District 

280 

 6.3  Evolution of Financial Institutions in the Jalpaiguri 
District 

281 

 6.4  Problems Encountered in Credit Delivery to 
Agricultural Sector by District Financial 
Institutions 

283 

 6.5  Objectives of Micro-Level Study  285 
 6.6  Research Methodology  285 
  6.6.1 Theoretical Framework 287 
 6.7  Performance of sample service branches of 

Commercial Banks 
294 

  6.7.1 Inter-temporal patterns of Credit-Deposit ratio and 
performance of debt instrument  

296 

  6.7.2 The status of credit supply to the priority sector 
from sample PSB-SCB branches 

299 

 6.8  A brief history on origin and activities of RRB-
UBKGB 

308 

  6.8.1 Performance of sampled UBKGB-RRB offices 

regarding credit supply to the priority sector  
311 

 6.9  A brief history on origin and activities of JCCB 
Ltd. pertaining to financial services 

314 

  6.9.1 Performance of sampled JCCB Ltd. offices 
regarding credit supply to the priority sector 

317 

  6.10  Structure of binary regression models and 
comparison between inferential statistics outcomes 

321 

 6.11  Conclusion   329 
   References  331 
Chapter-VII   Nature of Informal Credit Market and Relationship 

with other Input Markets at Rural Sector of 
Jalpaiguri District   

334 

 7.1  Introduction 334 
 7.2  Role of Informal Finance-A Theoretical 

Perspective 
335 

 7.3  Informal Credit Sources at Study Areas -
Characteristic Features  

336 

 7.4  Spread of Informal Finance-Causal Patterns and 
Attitude of Sampled Farmers 

340 

 7.5  Interlinked Input Markets Transactions-
Theoretical Observations and Field Data Analysis  

347 

 7.6  Conclusion   362 
   References  

 
363 

Chapter-VIII   Major Findings, Suggestions and Future Scope of 
Study 

366 

 8.1  Introduction 366 



XXXII 
 

 

 8.2  A brief summary of previous seven chapters 366 
 8.3  Findings with regard to trends and patterns of 

institutional credit flows to farm sector at national 
level 

369 

 8.4  Findings with regard to patterns of institutional 
credit flow and aspects of rural development in 
West Bengal 

372 

 8.5  Major findings with regard to physiography, 
climate, demographics, infrastructure patterns and 
institutional credit assistance to agriculture sector 
in Jalpaiguri district 

376 

 8.6  Critical findings obtained from primary data 
pertaining to demographic, socio-economic and 
rural infrastructure patterns as well as the nature of 
demand and supply of credit in study area 

380 

 8.7  Suggestive Measures for Improvement 386 
 8.8  Future Scope of Study 389 
   Bibliography  390 
   Index 413 
   Appendix-I 415 
   Appendix-II 435 
   Seminar Presentation Certificate  
   Published Article   


