





Beyond holding our examinations on time, there.is 2 larger task
that awaits us. A great majority of our students get plucked every
year. And so it has been this year too. What can we do about it ?
It will be disgraceful to try. to- get' rid of this problem by. a more
indulgent allocation of “grace marks” or. expedients of that kind. A
university is an dnstitution of higher learning. Unless its standards have
a certain respectability and some reference to international standards,
it does not deserve its name. Therefore, the only way we can solve
our problem- is through a continuous Struggle for réising academic
standards, that is, standards of “teaching and research; :

' In the affiliating universities’ in West Bengal, there is at present
an overvaluation of the role of the 'Controllgr of Examinations and an
‘undervaluation ' of the role of ‘the Inspector of Colleges. This ‘a

mistake which needs correction. We decided recently to arrange for

a more ‘systenmigtic inspection of our colleges.  Some reports are at
-hand and others are coming in. These should help us form a k:lear’er
idea of existing deficiencies. It js already apparent that these short-
comings are very large and we have to make a serious attempt to remedy
-théem. In quite a few colleges the number of classes held in a year is
- patently. insuﬂicient.- I do not want to apportion blame._ But we
";sho‘uldfdo something about it. ’ : o

Ore thidg that we need is more funds. Butina country as poor
as ours, it is*also important to ensure that we make the most of
available funds. - We_ have to accept budgetary constraints as part of
current reality. The new U. G. C. scales of bay represent a new deal for
our college -téachers. Not a few of the deficiencies of our colleges
can be remedied in large. measure by conscientious labour on the part
of our teachers and some careful planning. g @
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A certain amount of new thinking is necessary on the role of
‘the univérsity in educational developmerit in backward districts. I dare
say we have not given sufficient thought to this subject yet. What is
needed is a.new strategy of educational development. - The jurisdiction
-of North Bengal University extends over five districts which - are
educationally ~and economically backward, We have a special respon-
sibility for the progress of higher education and research in this region.
The duty of the university in relation to its affiliated colleges in these
districts must extend beyond the policing activity represented by the
Inspector of Colleges and’ the Controller of Examinations. We have
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to play here and: so “has the Government Itake this opportumty to, :
appeal to lhe Govemment to come forward and help set. up- 4t lhls



university a Centre ' of Social' Science and Historical Studies. Equally
is it necessary to have here a Centre of Life Science Studies, since the
flora and fauna and topography of this region need to be more carefully
and systematically studied than has been possible till now. With these
two Centres properly organised, the University of North Bengal can
discover and develop an identity of its own. It is in this way ‘that it
can be rooted in .its own environment. ‘Only thus can this university
-give its best to the country and the country get the best out of this
university. - -

'Every great institution lives by a purpose. . We have to form for
ourselves or capture a glimpse of the kind of purpose by which this
university might live. For a long time North Bengal lagged behind
the rest of the country. The present moment can become a turnjne
point in history. Whether it will depends ultimately on us, that is’,
all those who work here in their diverse capacities. It will: be a . pity
if the university fails to- lift its vision and respond to the . creative
possibilities that lie ahead. For better or for worse, man makes his
own history. The university can play a leading role in spreading
knowledge, which is light as well as power, and in promoting a new
rénaissance in North Bengal, unavoidably -different from the past but
fuliy meaningful in its own context and of great consequence for the
future. This is an aim worth living by.

) bnce this goal is accepted,. it will be necessary to match it with
‘a determination and a sense of discipline equal. to its practical realisa-
tion.  This sets the direction in- which we have to strive and move in
the coming days. Evidently this will be no easy task. “There are
obstacles on the way and limits to what we can achieve: - But we have
to try our best. By this shall we be Judged )

Iappeal to each one of you, and to all those who poss@}t
wanted to join-us but could not.for one reason or anether, to lend
us your support in our:best endeavours even if it be by sympathy
alone.

To those ‘who have deserved and received awards for academlc’
accomphshments we assure our very best w1shes

Allow me once again tQ offer you all our grateful thanks.



