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Rural development in India is important not only for the majority of the population
residing in rural areas, but also for the overall economic expansion of the nation. Rural
development usually refers to the method of enhancing the quality of life and financialwell-being of individuals, specifically living in populated and remote areas. More than
two-third of India's population is dependent on agriculture for their livelihood, and one
third of rural India is still below the poverty line. Therefore, it is important for thegovernment to be productive and provide enough facilities to upgrade their standard ofliving. Panchayati Raj Institutions have been playing a crucial role for rural development
in general and especially for upliftment of down trodden people in rural areas. The maingoal ofruraldevelopment is transformation ofrural life and activities in all their economic,
social, institutional, environmental and human aspects. National objectives and strategiesto achieve this transformation should focus on eradication ofpoverty, including nutritionalimprovement, and be governed by policies for attaining growth with equity, redistributionof economicand political power and people's participation. Empowerment of women andwomen participation in rural development is also a crucial issue covered in this book. Thenovelty of the book lies in its rich analytical foundation and the use of sophisticatedstatistical and economic tools. The book brings together a number of interesting researchchapters on the burning issues of rural development. The editors include eminent expertsin the field from the academic and other worlds as well as young researchers. The chapterstouch upon many important general and specific aspects ofthe rural development in India.
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