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Sl (@ WA “ In the ancient time, it was a part of the kingdom of Paundra-
bardhana ruled by Paundra, the youngest son of king Bali. The area was an
important unit of administration of the Gupta Empire during the reign of
emperor Samudra Gupta. Dharmaditya was an independent king of this
area in 3rd century. A.D. In 5th century. A.D. Ishan Barma, the king of
Magadha attacked this area and ruled over there for a considerable period
of time. During the rule of Sasanka the area was called “Gaur” and during
this reign the kingdom was independent and powerful in the Eastern region
of the country. He changed the name of ‘Pundra Bardhan’ into ‘Gour’ and
established his own kingdom. In 600 A.D. Gopaldev became the king of
Gour and he made the kingdom of Gour a powerful one with the capital at
Gour town, 16 miles north east of Maldah Town. In the 7th century, during
the rule of Pala kings like Dharmapala and Devpala, the kigdom of Gour
flourished as a great power in Bengal. Moreover, during the rule of Ballal
sen of the Sen Dynasty in 12th century and 13th century Gour as a state
became very powerful in the country. But unfortunately, during the reign
of king Lakshman Sen, the rule of Hindu kings in the History of Bengal
came to an end. After the advent of the Muslim Period in Bengal, Ilias
Shaw founded a powerful kingdom of Gour. Sultans like Nasiruddin and
Hasan shaw (1493-94) consolidated their position and controlled the dif-
ferent parts of Bengal from the twin cities of Gour and Pandua. The king-
dom of Gour became an important centre of trade during the Medieval
peried of history of Bengal. During 1676, the Dutch built a Kuthi in Maldah
town for trading purpose.”

B o RO TMee cfeads Wi FA Srgd FEees “The chinese
traveller Hiven Tsang, who visited India from 629 to 645 A.D., describes
Panduavardhana as a kingdom of 700 miles circumference, the capital
having a circumference of 5 miles.” *
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G.E Lambourn @ 573 fedtes - “ It takes its name from the town at Malda,
which is situated on the left bank of the Mahananda river at its junction
with the Kalindri river, and is about four mile north of English Bazar
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current of an old woman buying up the entire stock of mercury of a mer-
chant who had come to the place to trade and who had unable to dispose of
his goods. Her wealth(mal) was such that she was able to devote all her
" purchase to cleaning one tank only, called the parapukur (mercury tank) to
this day, and thus to give the place the name of Malda or the place of
wealth.”"
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Tewted T RGeSy 5o I e, “ 1t is also recorded that in 1577 one
* Sheik Bhik, who used to trade in Maldahi cloths, set said for Russia with
three ships laden with Silk cloths, and that two of his ships were wrecked
somewhere the neighourhood of the Persian Gulf.” * sem =fe[@ia (siigirtes
TR Grife ©fg 3411 “At the beginning of the 17th century the Dutch
had an establishment at Old Malda and it has already been mentioned that
the East India Company had an agency in 1686 in the district.” *
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the Malda region the chief trade was conducted by the merchants from
Agra, Gujrat and Benares. Every year they purchased and shipped cotton
and silk fabrics to the value of Rs. 15,00,000- 25,00,000 ..,” > syreqig Wi’
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out of portions of Purnea. Dinajpur and Rajsahi districts. The prevalence
of crime, and the extreme distance of these outlying areas from their dis-
trict headquarters, rendered closer supervision necessary. Kharba and
Harischandrapur police stations were added to the district in 1896. The
district boundary was published by notification in 1875, since when minor
transfer in 1929 of Bhutni diara, a large island char in the Ganges, from
Santal Parganas to Malda. The district was under the Bhagalpur Division
from 1876 until 1905, when it was transferred back to the Rajshahi Divi-
sion on the formation of the province of Eastern Bengal and Assam. There
are no outlying Sub-divisions. Proposal have been made for the division of
the district in to three Sub-divisions,” > WFMZ (ST *190Td Figet (3 19 w1
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district was formed of outlying portions of the Purnea and Dinajpur dis-
tricts in 1813, though it did not formally become an independent adminis-
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created as a new District in Bengal by the British authorty. In that year
Maldah as a new disrtrict was formed with Police Stations of Sibganj,
Kaliachak, Bholahat and Gurguribag of the district of Purnea in Bihar,
Maldah and Bamangola from the district of Dinajpur and Rehanpur and
Chhupi from Rajshahi district of the present Bangaladesh. Afterwards, some
more Police Stations were created out of those Police Station areas.” ®
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“The district of Malda, which with that of Dinajpur forms the western por-
tion of the Rajshahi Division of Bengal, lies between 24° 30 /and 25°32/
30 “north latitude and 87°48/ and 88°33 /30 * east longitude. It extends over
1,899 square miles and is bounded on the north by the Purnea and'Dinajpur
Districts, on the east by Dinajpur and Rajshahi, on the south by Murshidabad
and on the west by Murshidabad, the Sonthal Parganas and Purnea” % «%
w97 dodb BEEm 1 @3 @ ‘District Census Handbook, 1961°- (4T3 @At 98
qrewz @ee ¢ Latitude North 25932 /087 N, South 24%40207 N, Longitude
East 88%28/10" E, West 87°45/50" E."

GPE TIFICH STL T TOIF 7 OTee (Sbus) &wa oty “ The district is
situated between the latitudes 25°32/08" and 24°40/20" in the northern hemi-
sphere, andfis situated entirely to the north of the Tropic of Cancer. The
eastern most extremity of the district is marked by 88°28/10” of longitude
and its western most extremity by 87°45/50" to longitude. The area of the
district according to the Surveyor- General of India is 1436 square miles.”
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S BB GEAldATN Mo (Tl SR T el zeEee, “Maldah is
located at the latitude from 25°32/08” to 24°48/20” in the north and at the
longitude from 88°28/0” to 87°45/50" in the east. The district covers on area
of 3,773 sq. Kms.” ¥ SRR 200> REBIHE GRAAHE Yo (S1Id EH T (=1t
e “The District of Maldah is located between 24°4020” and 25°32/08"
North Latitudes and 87°45/50" and 88°28/10" East Longitudes. It is bounded
on the north by the state of Bihar and the districts of Uttar Dinajpur and
Dakshin Dinajpur, in the south- west by the river Padma/Ganga and on the
other side of Ganga is situated the state of Jharkhand, is the south by the
district of Murshidabad and the east by part of Dakshin Dinajpur District
and Bangladesh.” ® @919 ‘District Statistical Handbook Maldah 2006
& [T (T SIEss T Soud BBt District Census Handbook'- €3 S5t33
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O3, SieE T FeCe Pied Aale fedren-“The river Mahananda flow-
ing north and south roughly devides the district into two equal parts, corre-
sponding by local tradition to the old boundary line of the Rarh and Barendra.
To this day the country to the east of the Mahananda is called the barind. Its
characteristic feature is the relatively high land of the red clay soil of the
old alluvium.” *
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Ol ST T T 995 | 9% QAT TG 3w eriwla et (B BitR T T|R
SAPGIR qfe e mrart egfos | Lambourn 4 et eiest ferdvs -“West of
the Mahananda the country is again divided intc two well defined parts by
the Kalindri river flowing west and east from the Ganges. North of the
Kalindri the distinguishing natural feature is the tal land, the name applied
to the land which floods deeply as the rivers rise, and drains by meandaring
streams into swamps or into the Kalindri. There are extensive tracts of this
land covered, where not cultivated, with tall grass in Ratua and Tulsihata
thanas.” ™
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% fEFa 5oeR | @ FIF Lambourn fedtas “South of the Kalindri lies the
most fertile and populous portion of the district. It is seamed througout by
old courses of Ganges, upon the banks of one of which the city of Gour
once stood. The most striking natural feature is the contiriuous line of
islands and accretions formed in the bed of the Ganges by its ever changing
currents and known as the diara.”
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1899, 4.39 in 1904, and 6.25 in 1905. The disease is largely spread by the
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“Malda,as the meeting place of several languages, would form an interest-
ing study to the comparative philologist. Curiously enough, language is
much more distributed by race than according to locality,” * 9ziets fof
fedfere® “ Indeed all over Malda district, we found a curious mixture of
language, different nationalities and Tribes in one and the same village
each speaking its own language which may be santali, Bihari, or Bengali.”"
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