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The study is made for the Ph.De degree under the University
of Horth Bengal and is based cn detailed field work in the remote
paxt of the then distriect of West Dina&pui {now South Dinajpur)
aneng some backward communities and tribes of West Bengal. Among
these backwazd écmﬁunities a few are from lower caste=iHindus which
have no trasfitional background of rigorcus caste rites, rituals and
social usages im identity as such we have studied. The detailed |
field work for the study has been conducted in compeanion with, two
of nmy friends namely, Ismaill Hossain Mondal, MeA., in Bconomics,
NeBsUs aznd Binabandhﬁ Sarkare They agﬁiv%ix?p§zticipated with me
in my £ield work. Their hcspitalityrend aétivé pafticipation he;peé
me most cémpleting my survey.wcrk guite smocthly; I am very much
~grateful to them for their assistence and cocperation at the first
stage Cf my study. . ' |

I:am alsc indebted té the Directorate of Ecucaticn, Government
of West Bengal who awarded the fellowship for the study and I
practically cecided to accept the ccurse scademically. Though the
value o©f thé<scholarship was meagre in amount yet it encourasged me
much £or the study I have just completed,

I express my sincere régard and gratitude to my supervisor
of the study, ﬁ?. Dulal Chandra Bag, Head ¢f the Department of
Political'écience, Balurghat College, who noi onl? superﬁised the

work but aléb sdvised me at first to accept the study academicallye.
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without his valuable advice, suggestions anév enccuragement I would
- not have been gble to complete my study.

I, thankfully =scknowledge the cooperaticon, advice and
suggestions I have received £from ny £riends =nd seniors in the
studys amcng them Mre SeNsRoOy, Principal, Reiganj College, Jagadish
Fundu, Me Ae in Eccmcmiés. formexr Project Fellow in the Departrent
of Beonomics, NeBsUs, Sudhir Chandra Sinha, Mede in English, shib
Sheankar Raha, Bﬁupal Chandra Ghosh, Sanjit Sarkar, Rebisankarx
Banerjee, Netal Chandra Gyen, SObh&i Sutradhar; -Eiresh Chandra Des,
Mukti Ranjen Roy., Ashit Guha Roy are a few Lo menticne I am also
thenkful to Arup Sinhe who helped me by lending his ecalculator and
o‘;;her instruments for processing, tabulation and compilstion of
datae I am highly incebred to my roommate end friend Minto Saren
who sacrificed his valuasble time :énc:'i comEort for providing me the
scope of my studye . _

I em ndcely thankful to subrata Sarker his wife Rina Sarkar
and their only son, my sweet Suman who have given me farilial love
and affecticon which haes helped me much in f£inishing this tenscious
worke I am, in particﬁlar. incebted to Mrses Rina Sarker my af.-fec_:-.
ticnate Boudi ({sistere~inelczw) who not .Gnly encouraged me to coamplete
the study but alsc assisted me by checking statistical tables and
eﬁ@erical data froum preliminary to the final drafit. I cen think

of no wordg appropriate to thank here
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Moreover, I cwe a special debt of gratitude to the respondents
of the area I.surveyed who helped me by giving valucble informaticn
for this studys I alsc c¢ould not forget their hOSpiéality they showed
to me all alony during my survey works '

Finally., once again I express my deepest gratitude to my
honoured teacher et mf degree level as well as my guide for the
presenﬁ work Dye Dulal Chendra Bag, without whose‘ceaseless inspira=
tion, parental care and actively guidance this study would have

nevay been completeds
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