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Thé présent aissertation deals with the evolution of

land~-tenure system in the Duérs région of North Bengal. Among
' severalvalteznatives suggested-by his research guice, the éuthor‘s
interest in this particular field was primarily due ﬁo his ¢coming
of @ small peasant family which live in a village in the region of
study. Having a first Hand kriowledge cf the fural areas of this
region the author has in mind the irrcsisfable fascination of
holuing land by a farmer whatever smali it might be., An evolutionary
study of the land-tenure system of this region, therefore, roused
the interest of the author.-Pdssession of a plot of agricultural
land_carrias with it high psychoiogicél and social'valué. It helps
to rajse the status of the weaker sections of society ahd givo'
them a sense of belonging to the hub of social life. In fact #land
is not only the most importaﬁt’econOmic asset in an agriculturai
economy, 1t is an essential resource because without land there
can be no staﬁe, no habitation and no ground-work for carrying on
human.activities. Land is a mother resou;cé giving rise to various
other”things‘of economic value. Even in urban societies, it i1s ‘
regarded as the most valuable regcurce from the econcmic point of

view" (wadhwa, D.C., "Gﬁaranteéing Title tQ'Land ¢ A Preliminary

Study" in Economic and Pclitical Weekly, Vol, XXIV, No. 41, October

14, 1989, p. 2323). It nay be worthwhile to note here the dictum of
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a Nigerian chief about land : "I conceive that land belongs to a

1

vast family of which many are dead, few are living, and countless

members are still unborn" (Cited in Meek, C.X., Land Law and Custom

in the Colonies, Oxford University Press, 1946, pége opposite to
the title page). :

Obviously, the study of the evolution of land~tenure system
assumes a special significance as land is one of the most important
sources of pfoduction which has an important bearing on the liwes
of cultivators. The mcde and'quantum of holding land determines the
economic, political and social status of a cultivator. Any move by
the Government to change the existing land relations would 'thercfcre-
be reacted upon and chahge the status ot the tenants. It is thcreﬁore
important to see in what circumstances and in what manner the
Government initiate the changes and how tenants are affected by

these changes,

It was the inspiration of his research guide which provided
the author further impetus to undertake the study. From a preliminary
survey of literature it appeared that only some fragmented studies
have been made on the topic having distinct .historical andAsociolo-
gical.leanings. But these studies did not focus the economic
significance and implications of the changes in land-tenure system
as evolved in different periods of history. In the present study
an attempt has, therefore, been made to examine the economic iﬁportance

of these chahges.
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It should be mentioned here that the author, while quoting
rfrom_the.relevant authorities, has ietaimed the old spellings o§,
‘some Qords as they have been found to be used in the original téxt.
However, for his own text, he has used—the usual spellingﬁ as are
used in curraht publications.“

Two appendices have hean added at the end of the present
dissertation, Appendix to Chapter III narrates the history of
mmﬁumdfmemﬂﬁnmusmﬁwﬁomannuhmﬁma
note on the lana laws of the Western Duars, evolution of different
forms of jotes and leases and tnocidents of different classes of
tenures, and appendix to Chapter VIII gives a profile of the
.villages that were investiéated for studying the impact of lamd
reform programmes of the Government of West Bengal in recent period.

- -

Four maps have been inserted, one at the beginning of this
disserfatiohAand_the other thrée in Chapters II, III and VIII'
showing respectively the district of Jalpaiguri aﬁd Western Duars
region in the State of West’Bgngalz'Wesgern and Eastern Duars Sased
on Renﬁel's Bengal Atlas, Pgﬁbgrton's Maps and Survey of India Map:;
Western Duars region in the dié?rict of Jalpaigurl featuring police
stations, transport and communications netwérk and main rivers;
and Western Duars region‘showiﬁg the location of the six viilages
investigated} A glossary of terms has .also been appgnded at the
end of the thesis. | |
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guidance, It was his con;tant encouragement and inspiration that
made possible to complete this werk, The author is also grateful
to Dr. (Mrs ) Bhaswati Chakrabarti, his guide's wife for her
hcspitality, affection and tolerance during the long course of

preparation of the thesis,
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