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Chapter I

The Duddha claimed thet his seprch for the nature
BE€ things 128 hin to the discovery of the wiformity of the
Qaugal pr@e:,a 5 (e‘ﬂmmaﬁﬁmmat& éhmmiyanata oz simnly
_*hat mab}.eﬁ m to put an end bty =1l ﬁeﬂumg tenaencies
end thercby sttain freedom .(m} o~ This claim of the
Budeha hes to be evalusted in the licht of the backgrownd

8 e It was the Wa’&%ﬁg@ o€ the causul pettern

$n vhich var risng a‘@taphysﬁ.cal the:@fias, such as that of
etem&l teoul® or 'self' (Stman), ‘dnherent nature’ (guckh@vs),
ex: crestor God (lsvarsd), were posited in orxder to explain
i:he functioning of ﬁzammma. One of the most important 01‘5
the discourses the Duddha a&dz’essad % the monks is the

‘*Bismuﬁ 3@ on Causeld "iaz.ahim o= L waic:h he

speakc O (33 eausala.ty (msticcmmppaﬁa) @ma (2) caugany

conéitioned phenomens (peticcasenuppenna choma) &

’ Thesé two cbncep'%:s, according m' the Budaha" akplain
evexything :ln this waz:a.é, the individual things ané t.ha
:elations cz-:isting amung thaa. | '

Beﬁ@tm and during the time of the Buddhg,. the
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zﬁﬁﬂ@segmwal a%msph@s@ in zwm was elmzﬁeﬁ wﬁézh mmy
m@taxmyamal theor :lees. wé this was aa even with :r:egm:é
to the concapt of cwse&itya Thers ware thres major
-ﬁﬁ%ﬁes of caasalﬁ.ﬁg s 53] se}.fae:auaatﬁ.@n (sawaéz katm),

@ @xmmaﬁ, aa&.ﬁm&m i@rmam zzaf&::am}, and £31 ] "iaatwm

Of sedf md @ @mal aazweztw@n i&?%{'&‘@ z;a*é:aa ca p&ue@ katm Qa)"

A ‘ﬁze ﬁ.g'a?: ﬂaﬁ propoumided h}z th@ su‘bstmﬁia:u.sﬁ
schsoly’ uhidch aﬁmm“aé the reality of the *sclf® (R
ead considered aausat.ien as &ﬁng &ue to the act Wity e:af i:zqs.s
principle. imsmmtz in everything taawem) + This schmi, by

‘ m
dmplication denied thca @auﬁal eﬁﬁcaey of eny fector eautaiﬂa
the *selfts

i

The second thwrg was @u%:. :E@mazz& by the Na{:uxa&ists
zahc. as & mae:t:i@n againm: the imalist meataphysms aﬁ the
Substentialist school, believed that the ﬁunctiming of
i’i‘lﬁmma wag due to their inhemm: natum' € lef

ﬁamz:aing o m:a Nawralist thaory. 'ﬁtﬁmrmh nawm'

e ek 2 ds & ::}E?inc:!;ple gavem&mg physical xm‘tum Znd men

himgel S,a @eﬁemme& by this phyaﬁ.cal ynmei.ple. his my@uc
personality playing mo effedtive part in his behaviodr, The
Naturalist conception of caasatim through 'inhemnﬁ :aatum'

Qﬁ@ze@;ﬁ) came to be r@wgnizad @ a f@m ef ‘m&xnm

cavaab man‘izaas&gt&atin) _begevse, o far as anthropocanteic
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philocophies ate concethed, it denicd men's woval
mszmsmmy. -

“he ﬁum’i mmm is | &wﬁﬁa{au m e::m::mma ﬂze “
fizst B o theordes end was put forvard by the Jelnesi
h:.%:hngh e ﬁw&;ﬁmgas hoth aspww of catsetion, mﬂ.ﬁ»
eaqusation as well ss externol osusation, it e:axx:ﬁ.@cﬁ with iﬁ
2l the matammi ol asemgt:i@ns of the Wm

. ;l“ﬁé Bnéimii-st theory of causality MS to have
'h@m lnfxumcw by the ﬁa“‘ux:au thea*y @ﬁ '&nh@r@m na*’w:e‘
1 - w&: it aigfors from the Na“wuamat theory in
tm m@amant %za!fsg Fmat, the Buﬂﬁmstz mm:sf iz not

mnﬁneﬁ %:ea wy c& cawatmn a&@n@, as :&ss the tzatummst: '

theotys An exaninstion -gﬁf ‘gome fegtures of the ceusel x_zama
g presented dn the early tents will help in undergtanding the
natvre of the Budchist theory of causalitys. |

.in the “ﬂasccuwﬁ on ﬁausal Re‘.!.amms" the Budcﬁha
mant:img four anamamrismcs of causation &

gtk tf_',.ﬂ: ané (4) c;zmd«.ti@aa&‘ty

 ‘These four charesteristics sre said €o be fowid im
the cousel relations obtaining smong phenomenay
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| The £irst emphanizes the objectivity of the
causal zéiaﬁﬁahg. It wag, ih fack, intended to zefute
the clas.m m: EORe idealiot philosmgi"zaza vho belonged to
the Upsnisadic txad:z.‘tian ang who mamtainEﬁ that ehamge;
&d thexeﬁmm cm atian,, am mﬂe ﬂatters c;f mraa. mmﬂng, '
bt nana., lmmm_@ oee mﬁ;@m 3 in other mr:ﬁs;,
they cre mental ﬁabgica&f&ms having no obgggt&v@ ‘reslitys

For the Buddhe, ceusation wes as resl os cnything elees

. 'me weczvﬁé arzd thizd charectenisticsy ‘necossity’

dhaes) and ‘inva:iammty (@angghat:g . stresa the
aac:k. oE mc:cfp'&:lan or the ezistency of *'e‘gul ?’ity. The Seet
that a cc'f‘tain set of conditions gives rise to a cestain
aixem and ot Lo comething cempletely '@4gferent, is one of
the mmsm asswn:;}tzime aﬁ the causal princﬁ.ple. Xg fhia
featura is not mmgm.zeﬁ, the basio zaahtem aﬁ evenvcs
perecived, in this ghe.x;ca;menaz world cennot be explamw gatise
ﬁactm:ily; ' Events that appearf tcs foz.iow fm casal pattern,
evénts that ofe genedally aanea acci&em:al oCcurrences, are
not roslly o0 :&t is merely our ignorance oﬁ i:he cmsal ;;»attem

“that mm'np'i:s us to congl cle:m *chem ac:cic‘iental-

he Eoukth cham.ci.eristw of ‘causation, ”o:naati@aality
"'i"'. is by .Eaz' the most significent in that 1%

s*:eers crlear: of the itwo extremes - the meanéitional necessity

dnpiied :ln striet aeteminra.m and the uramndi a.onal :

1305800
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arbitrarincss apsumed by sccidentslimm, Hence 4t was used
e & synouyn for cousations

On the besis of these cheracterigtics of samsatlon,
the Buddhs formulated the genersl formuls thot is sot out
in the early diccoutoes &s £0llous ¢

When t:hm ig m«asent. th@t comes £o b@g
from the ariging of thip, that aviges,

' When this is cboent, thet does not. come €0 Loy
on the cessation of 'hh:!.&. that ceaseoy

This steténcat, fFownd in meny pleces in the cerly textsyd

: ,éﬁﬂaﬁmé The z:@:zaép*:&an of camamﬁy or cousal mmamitf
which Jims fdddha. arrived st ﬂften 8 perusel @f th@ vari@ua
instences of - c:aus& heppai fng, &8 which came 0 be known
a&z’ '«:Im g@iﬁe@. newy mmem the two et -a‘aes,ﬁ etemaiiaa
ansz smnihiz.af: ioniome It 1s, indeed, the truth sbout the

" world-which tho Buddhe eXalmed he ca.issmvm:m‘f’ hd which

Peoens the "centzel? doctying of ,%a@&!&m@

o - tne of %:he sagniﬁé,cm& features 1:@ bo noted in this
concar a'%;:ic:m of al*ty 15 the Jaﬂtf of metephvsical acswptions
vﬁ'!:?.da are %@I‘&‘E&l} found in t’h@ xeﬁ;&o&‘a}i&'t uze:ﬁ“i@s oF
cma}.éﬁym@t w:;%m in sﬂm_gzaﬁm schools of Indisn philosophys

. wnile individusl instences of ceusal happening
were verified on the basis of experience, both sensory and
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extrasensoy, the vhiformity of the caussl law wos Poeched
through 1nc3nét:t;ve inference based on thesd c¥periences.

While caupation &ﬁése:.f- is a phonomenon experienced; ceusal
unifomnity 15 congidered en inductive inference, On the

basis 0f the prosent esperiences of csusal heppening, inductive
mﬁeténééﬁ are mede with regard to the past end the futumf

' ztné"fm&mra;al agpplicebility of the causel law 1o
recognized in eorly Buddhism when it uses this causel principle
to mlain every phenomenon. A special spplication of the
caisal pEinciple is made with reference to the humsn
porsonelitys :Payc?miégwai proceosses are glso explained im
terae of i:hé causal EI’MG%PJ-@;? Furthermore,; mopal mmd soclal,
es wedl s epiritusl, behavior £ind causal @zpzaﬁationsa

 In ohort, cverything in this universe comeg within
the f£remevork of ceausslitys Hemce, to know causality is €0
know the tfuthe This etplains the Buddha's statements “He

padf) perceives the

who perceive f:‘-‘.m;a‘iity .(iic:c‘.u

dheaag®

The need £oF a retionsl and fectuel descpipticn
of the 1ifesproscss ma how the eowcalled dndividasl comes |
to experience hoppiness s well s suffaring wep felt by the
Buddha from the very beginning of his csrecrs: The ﬂ%%ﬁﬁ”?
of @gg,;gmmg -thé-'.‘iifeiﬁiracaég without mtmmmag to @y
one of these theories, with which he did not agress led the
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Buddha o devise the twelvefold Sormulss

The tuelvefold formula wag presented in t:he £orm -
:‘aﬁ'a cyels -os*cﬁ.‘mle (yattade The formula is gmenally
mumd in the f‘glmmng nainer §

- VWhen this is mesent, Lﬁm‘&: coties to bey on

“the arising of this, that arigpes, When this

- 4p choent, that does uot come to by on the
cessation of this, that céases, That is to

.. Say, on ignorence depend. awpnaitiana: on
eaismsiticnu ‘Gepends consclousnegsy on consciotenass
depends the Wy\.hoph r$ical personality depend
on the six "gateweys” [ 0f sensa perception,

o ohi Ygateways” depezxég contazty on contact de

fcaelmgp on feeling depends crewingy on craving
depends graspings on grasping depends becomingy on
bec@rz:},sag depends bivthy on birth depend azing and
destly’ sorrow mé lmmtaﬁim suffering, dejection
and vexation gh:i.a manner there arises this
mass OFf s&fﬁa’:ﬂng. S

In iamca gpacial gpplicstion of the caisal principle,
ignorance (@e‘iﬁal heads the list of twelve factorss It is
oot the bcg:!.ming of the cycle 6f @xs.stmce, t is m@ cﬁ

the ot imp@rtmt factax’a t:hat caawthe o evil m’:
rwmﬁmlea@me behoviour, md that when Cvfﬂ?l@t@ly e.umiﬁatea

lead to mls,@tmmt and hence to the cessation of guffering,
x"gnoxméea 18 maid to mnaimon the Gispositions m which
pley a aigni gicent mle in deternining the nature of ma's

.bahavi@u: (m)w The nature of cne's éongolousnogs (i

elso degends on t‘ha natuce 6% the ﬂispositimns. C@nsciouamsa
wmg the factor 'R:hat éet@minea th@ nature of the n@ﬁ?
poychophyeicsl perzsenaz:zw (wmms) « the part played by



ﬁha éismsit iong In @atmininq 1ife after degth ig mplm@:}.zm.
niszmsitimm thegefore ascount for the neture of énels
bahavmur (_ma} as well &g onéa’ﬁ future birth of rebizth

o "’“he pm‘.ess of ::ebim:h ia expz.a:!,na& an tha mmbi.ning
o "t.h-é tw} £

ctoRs, emsczmam@s Cvamema) 218 the paychazﬁiyma.-

cal pe E%mali‘é“f (nemsruna) o ‘rhe psyehewyviceﬁ perasonality
referred, *a;cs here is the foetus formed in the wothents womb
n-n« md vhieh zeyre..,en 8 the begimning @i a neaw life BpEne
C@zzscionsnass swwivmg £xom the ,,msg%: is gald ‘tu mmm& infuged
gxa tm.a new p@z:wnality, wﬂf i.»&';;;s a continuity ig g&ataﬁn&ﬁ
mwean t;he 0, 3.3.ves¢ Yhe Leteéht dispositions in thie sutviving
G@ﬂaciowm@sg tiaerefone datermine to a grest extent the nsture

of the new p@ﬁsm@}-iﬁyg_

:sinc,e ﬁebim;h i the couse of suffering mmd is
Anvarishly ausmiat:e& with decay and desth (4or Esmarane
avoiding futupe biZth or becoming (punabbhave) is the goal

of the religious 13fos. How is one able to put en ond to
future .t:ebim.h s &cwwﬁ.ﬂg te nt;e causal process .tt. uamd

f.&%)a

and the elimmatm of

am that development of right understending gy

v-:mch would reﬂ:&ace icnorance

, " yhich results irs n@n-gsaspmg

craving (L

would put a halt to this process of bewn.ing.f Deathlesenese
or mwality {W Sk. amste) ig therefors nmiling nore
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then rebirthlessnegs or 'beconinge=legseness® (o
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