
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

I wish to express my deepest gratitude to my guide Dr. A.P. Das, Professor of Botany, 
Taxonomy and Environmental Biology Laboratory, North Bengal University, at the cost of 
whose time and invaluable guidance this research work has been carried out. 

I am grateful to the Head and all other teachers as well as the faculty members of the 
Department of Botany, North Bengal University for their cordial support. I also express my 
sincere thanks to Dr. A. Mukhopadhyay of Zoology Department for providing some 
information on faunistic richness of the Neora Valley. 

I owe my special thanks to Mr. A.K. Raha, the then Conservator of Forest (Wildlife), Mr. 
Niraj Singhal, Divisional Forest Officer (Wildlife), Mr. D. Sherpa, Range Officer and other 
staff of the Forest (Wildlife) Department, Government of West Bengal for their 
administrative and other support, specially during the field work. 

I am thankful to the Department of Forest and Environment, Government of West Bengal for 
providing Research Fellowship to me for carrying out the present assignment. I wish to 
express my gratefulness to the authority of North Bengal University for providing me all 
support and permission to visit various institutions for research related work as well as to 
attend seminars, symposia and workshops for wider exposure. 

I also express my thankfulness to my senior colleagues of the Laboratory Dr. A. Acharya, Dr. 
A. Samanta, Mr. Dorjay Lama and my colleagues Mr. G.G. Biswas, Mr. Animesh Sarkar, Ms. 
Tanushree Ghosh and Ms. Arpita Dutta for their cooperation in laboratory work. I give my 
special thanks to Mr. Pran Govinda Nag, Mr. Navin Singh, Mr. Basu Sunar and Mr. Bhupal 
Rai who rendered help to me in the field survey as well as in my laboratory work. I also take 
this opportunity to convey my sincere thanks to the seniors of other laboratories of the Botany 
Department, namely. Dr. Gouri Das, Dr. Jiwan Paul, Dr. Sharmista Banerjee as they 
cooperated me on a number of occasions. I also convey my thankfulness to University 
Library staff, who gave me an access to various literatures during my research period. 

It remains in my part to acknowledge indebtedness to the dignitaries of various institutions 
who have rendered encouraging assistance to me in my research activities. Some of them 
include Dr. E. Sharma, Scientist-in-Charge, Gobinda Ballav (GB) Pant Institute for 
Himalayan Environment and Development, Sikkim, Dr. R. B. Bhujel, Kalimpong College, 
Mr. Alok Mukhopadhyay, Chief Executive (VHAI), New Delhi, Dr. B. B. Rai, Executive 
Director of Voluntary Health Association of Sikkim, Dr. H. Lepcha, ex Principal Director 
(Health Services), Govt, of Sikkim, Mr. P. D. Rai, Sikkim Computer and Systems, teachers of 
the Botany Department of Sikkim Govt. College, Mr. C. Lachungpa, Divisional Forest 
Officer (Wildlife), Govt, of Sikkim, Dr. Kumar Pradhan, Principal (Retd.), Kurseong College, 
Dr. Jas Yonjan Pyasi, Mr. Rohit Sharma, Kurseong College, Dr. Diwakar Pradhan, Sikkim 
Govt. College and Dr. R. K. Avasthe, W.W.F.-India. 

I am very grateful to the Director, Botanical Survey of India, for allowing me to stay in the 
Guesthouse at Sibpur, Calcutta during my visit to Central National Herbarium (CNH). I am 
also thankful to the Scientists of CNH for the kind help they rendered to me in determining 
and scrutinizing some of my dubia herbaria. They generously offered their comments and 
suggestions in a number of ways and encouragedme to extensively work on the flora of virgin 
and unexplored Neora Valley National Park. I extend my thanks to the Curators of CNH 
(CNH), Sibpur, Herbariurn of Forest Department, Govt, of Sikkim and Botanical Survey of 



India, Sikkim Circle, and the Librarians of CNH, Calcutta, GB Pant Institute, Tadong, 
Community Library, Gangtok and the Library of Sikkim Science Society for the facility of 
using their Herbaria, Libraries and archives. 

I reserve my special thanks to Mr. L. K. Rai of GB Pant Institute for Himalayan Environment 
and Development, Tadong for his ungrudging help despite his own tremendous workload. I 
also accord my gratefulness to Late Nimchyo Rai, Mr. K.K. Sharma, Mr. Ranger Rai and Mr. 
Om Prakash Rai for their assistance in preparing the manuscript of this thesis. I also take this 
opportunity to thank Mr. Suresh Lama of Sikkim Computers and Systems for his technical 
help pertaining to computer software and systems. 

I must acknowledge the invaluable helps received from the herdsmen in the risky jungles of 
Neora Valley who guided the research team in the difficult terrain and impenetrable thickets 
of forest, and also provided us with the shelter in their cowsheds and huts. 

I would also like to place in record my sincere gratitude to Dr. A. S. Chauhan, Botanical 
Survey of India, Gangtok, Prof. K.V. Krishnamurthy, Bharatidasan University, Tamil Nadu, 
Late Prof. V. V. Shivarajan, Calicut University, Kerala, Prof. A. K. Pandey, Bhagalpur 
University, Bihar for their appreciation and encouragement. 

Before concluding, I would lay special emphasis to thank my papa Mr. P. M. Rai, my mother 
Mrs. (Late) S. M. Rai, brothers and close relatives Mr. A. K. Rai, Mr. D. B. Rai, Mr. K. K. 
Rai, Mr. D. M. Rai, Mr. C. B. Rai, Mr. J. K. Rai and my only sister Mrs. Damber Kala Rai 
without whose constant support, love and care this work would not have been completed. 
Thanks are also due to the family members of my guide, mainly Mrs. Ruby Das for her care 
and sympathies toward me. 

I also express my hearty thankfulness to my close friends Ms. Indira Chettri, Mr. Santosh 
Allay, Mr. Sanjay Bantawa, Mr. Durga Thulung and Ms. Neelima Rai who constantly 
persuaded me to complete this challenging work and extended hearty support to me. 

Last but not the least, I sincerely convey my thanks to all of them whom I may have 
inadvertently missed acknowledging. 

North Bengal University 

April, 2001. (Prem Chandra Rai) 


