‘Chapter 2

INTELLECTLAUTHORITY & INTSLLICENCE

Intellect is thouxht functtonlnq tndependen-’»~~
tly of. emotim,whereas.intelliaence is the .

' capacity to feel as well as -to reason ;and

~until we approach’life with-intelliqénca.
instead of inteliect_alone,ot with emotion
alone,no political or educaticnal system 1n ,
the world can save us from the toils of chaos
and des»ruction.ls-u Je Krishnamurti.

..

Role of Intellect & Authorigx 3

‘ In the entire psycholoqy of man,Intellect and
anthority @re-morn closely linked up with each other
than wigh’tﬁe Iptellirence Iptelliaence has a sepetatef:
4 caténor; .This is true particularlv in Kris‘hnamurti s
'teachinvs.In him 1nte111gen0@ bears a special sicnifiof».
'Cdnce far qveater than the cOmmonly held, _; 7-”’ "f

Intellect 1s‘the logical mtnd oE man and : ﬁ/' ‘
' Autbortty fa its content so intellect 13 essentially |
l‘nked up with authority,thouoh it seems,authority,
Ain the senﬁe of mundane & supernatural power.may have
a seperate eYLStence.A hlock headed kinc or queen;
ovperctsing supreme authority of material power on

his suhjects or ‘a wibh witch(a sorcerer) practicinc



o -
authority of'sepernatural power on naive;people can .
be;eaeily-imagined.out a professor.or;a'scholar-— who:
is a'symbol of intellect — practicinq ho authorityiatf
all is indeed difficult to believe Nevertheless inte-r_‘
llect and authority commonly qo hand in hand functionli
frOm the same psychological platform(state of mind), |
and perform nearly similar roles.. )
| Education from its primitive oriqination worsh-'e‘
ips authority which is backed by intellect.For,securégx
was the main concern of the earlymen.Education was S0,
'allegiance to authority(to king or scriptures) and :A;
intellect served this purpose effecttvely.However the
search for security still per81sts and that is much-
more: 1nte$nsely,becauae society today has made a C
quantum -junp from the physical to the. peycnoloqical
(1nte11ectua1) e: istence whlch essentially represents:ef
our lncreasin; lust for powver, pleasure,property etc.
Lducation is made to serve this qoal Intellectual 3
.pursuit along with authority thus oecomea the very ;i\f
order of the day. | . ' | _ . . :‘
ThiS»ls iv a way over emphasizinq the ewercise.
" of. lntellect,whlch is more a mechanical process.It ;
b brings comparison,measurement,partiality,in.consid-ll(
_* eration.Reasoning or.iﬁtellection.as~a:mecﬁaeiCai.i‘7b”ﬁ

ot b
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';adventure leads inevitably tOWards a mechanical end,:;,l

:“Aa mechanical 1ife°Here anthority adds fuel in the ‘

,process.It appears in various forms L throuqh knowle-;
-dge,success or power etc.This pursuit of" authority is.’
meikﬁd ny ‘our thirst for knowﬂledge c0mﬂitment to any
theory or ideoloqy.alleqianceto our own tradition,-.
culture or scriptures'end 80 on.We follow,we suhqufl
submit to aua quote.authority as-if‘it istthe most_. ‘
iMbortant tﬁinj of'ourilife.Authoritjbieiboth outkerdn
and inward.'“The authority of the priest.the policanan,
the authority cf law" etc.fhey constituﬁte ‘the. outvard
authority.But “he may reJect the authority of another..

i
hut unfortunately we . stil1l have the authority oftzur

oWrL. e<perie1ce.of our ow1 knowledwe,of our own- thin%ing,

and that in turn hecomes the pattern which cuides-f
s."(Talks hv Krishnamurti in Europe 195’ p 29) _

.Thi 18 inwarl authority.which practically dominateSe

all our life of evaluations or our Judqments of . likes

and dislikes. at different situatiohs. S | i“hf{

Thisvsupreme reliance of our_society'on intellect
and”authority,whioh is stressed in the education
system,“enefits as well " ‘as devastates 1ife It has a

.

'heneficialve ect when - the materialxphysical) aspect




of our life is rmcerned e.q.more "and more amenlties ,
and comforts: of life.But it has a devastatinq effect 1
when the total process of life is taken into conshier- '
ation e.g.the aspect ef relationshipelove & Ereedom etco
| ' Our reliance on intellect and autherity(thou@ht
& knowled;e) also takes the form of ralianee on words. R
.. Wle love to see the;world(cur life‘toa) through wcnds,
We worship worde;pursue words.live on words end £iht
fof words.But,"” .,.words are a trap and a snare.They
are the symols and not the ::eal The scx.‘een ‘of wozﬂs v
~.acts as a shelter for the lazy,the thounhtless and tés
‘deceiving mind. Slavery to words is the bedinning of
tnacticn which may apnear to be actiou and a mlnd
cauqht in symhols cannotco far.Every word, thoulht, ‘
'shapes the mind and without ﬁnderstaﬂdinq every thou}ht _
mind becomes a slavé@ to words and sorrow heqins. 16 ;
says Krishnamurti.To caught in the riddle og words:
and the seerch to flnd out the naéure'cf Reality -
and Truth out of 1t,1s one of 'che fyreatest traqed!ea
of mankind . tt leads to more ridﬁles and moma .
traopin]s,it prevents life to.go beyond wards.:lfl ; _
Intellect functions in the thOU}ht process and |

sharpens and: SUStalnu itself with the accumulatlcn off
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Rﬁcwledge( ihformatlon :lnp\;t) Int'e.llie.ct‘ 71'8" the .
analytical or - the critical mind of mans <
BUt an anwer can he souqht to. the question. :
to what e:xtent intellect & authority can help to |
achieve real peace.sewrlty & human upliftment ”
Peace here means an ahsence of violence 1
.altrxxether. seo.x_g_f:_tx entails a state of mtnd devoid
of fear.Ugliftment refers to the psychcloytcal-
mtatlon or radical transfor--nation chever, in
: gctuallty the pr:esent process of tryi,nr_} o bring ..
peace- etc.'.thrcur;h intellect and éethority results

in the absence of real peace'

For Krishnamurti,‘— "All thmght 15 corrup—f

' .tion ,17 here cor _gtion means :“which 18 brokenm,
that which is not taken as a whole" '» "Authority' | .
' too '1s terrible and destructive”: 18 end “Addiction )
"_to knowleﬂge is like any other addictimy 19 it(knw— '
ledge) is inflicted r:»y tha Fa.\stean tra@edy of mom
knowledge and more misery.'rhouqht alwaye functicns
throurjh memory of words.ima-';es and information' :

They are 1ts content.aﬁemories are eseentially old '
and dead.'rhouqht merely revives those old and dea‘l
memories. in reaction to anything of the present

“and living .So the ,pro‘blem and’ the resp:cnse ‘are ._n,ot '
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' on the same wave length, for an old cannot ‘adequa't’ely'-» o

meet the new. Furthe;'::, thought essentially.d ivides, it

pe;‘céives anything ‘into observer and the obs'erved
telatioﬁship. "The' obsefrvcr is- the 'a-ccumla.ted kr':ow-;‘ _
lede, memory s thic observer is essentially the traditlo n, |
the past, the dead ashes. of - many thousand yesterdayao 20 '
and "If there is a divisim between ‘the ’dbservex" .
and -the L ohserved' tqat divisiovn is the source ‘of all

human conflict. 21 There is always the psycholowical

distance w:lthin ‘this division.'r‘m dit‘fexence betwem £

y knowledqe and memory constl'cuated by the past,andbr
the present challenge brin’za abou‘t the (spatial) disti-
nct:lm between the observer & the observed 'rhouqht is |
also a process in the Becoming ~ from What_is to _l_qtlg_t_,—
should be swhich in"volve_{s continuocus tension.
However in the ph;rsical eria - lto' ae somewhera.
to leazn sonethinq,to build a stmcture and so m R
‘thouqht()mwledge) "as enormous ivnportance.f*ut thoﬁaht
19 not so important psychologically.'rhe way of dealmg
~'with the physical ‘world 18 not the way to the _ A
psycholozy of man 3 for '1nwa.x:d chan;e' ce of nmtaticm. .'

The psychological 1ssues like envy.anger,sorrow etc.

are present and persistent.'rhey demand 'total-attention
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icial and the hidden.the past and 1ts influences

' to be definitively dealt with.Total attenticn,

'neoatively speaking.is an effortless withdrawal Offq ~'

all our’ judqaments on any particular iasue e,o.

T'emry H and positively speakinn.it 1s a choiceless-ﬁ

awareness of that particulgr.issue.Accordinq to
KrishnamurtiyﬂTotal attention includes the superfv;

3

on the present.movinq into the future. 22 This whole

_affair helps unfoldment of flowering of psycho- )

lojical f&cts For Krishnamurti,’"Every thou1ht and

‘feelinj must flower for them- to live and die 3‘| aiui

' £lowering of everythino in you,the amhition.the greed.

the hate,the joy,the passiOnoin the flowering thera
1s their death and feedom. '23 But thounht dbstructs
'this total phenomena of natural floweriuﬁ with 1ts

knouwn theories.interpretations and reactions.Suppnass-

Aims,escape,mndificatims etc.are processes in which

tbouqht has also its :ole,lt b:ings cime, it»btinga~
isnumerable fra-'x_mentation ‘within? It brinos ;sor-rd»li:_: :
ine\.fita%ly0 | o o &;;&%.

Vn “The ending of thought fs;thé ending oﬁ'sgr?OWQ“ZA

Td;atteﬁd?tdltha psychological issues for mutatiﬁh%

]
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'ww mist die to all our thou;hts and memories.Here
"Heath means the endiny of the known....the endinq
of attachm@nts.“ This is Krishnamurti'®s Living and :

dyinc moment to moment .His'advice therefone is.

"While living,also 11ve with death,” 25

Meaning of Intolligence s

"he ending of thought also means the beqinning
of 1ntelligence.nut thcu}ht cannot end so lonr" |
there is & inattention. Further the effort to hecome
atteﬂtive is the denial of 1ntellinence: because
intellicence does not 11v01ve any struttinc and . €i
frettinc.which necessariﬁly dharacterise effort.,jg
Intelli*ence:is total attenticn. “An atteﬂtive ndnd\
is an empty ‘mind" *25 Attention 1s always out of ml
inward space -and sllence. "A silent mind has creat
‘space‘pot ‘created by eithq;‘theldbjegt or the.. _
ob,s'erver.f'ﬁ This -.spz'ace' has a différént 'qual-ity,' , )
and it can only be the aeat of that immeasurable
'that immsnsity,that which 1is supreme ana wxich
cannot bhe invited'.It is far apart from knowledqe.

and authority.There is no observer Huﬁ only

-.the observed 1n intellioence i.e,ther@ is nc dualityo'

Thouaht aqd knowled~e can be ssuqht,accumulat@d,




' pursued tut intellijenca is beyond all that,for .

jit(intelligence) cannot really hHe 1nv1ted and E

"accumulated.lntelllqence which is the perfect atte-i-
ntion always qives value 0 the fact 1n the_ggesentl,'
(that which iz e istinq). 'The fact is and. everyth»:

. 1ng else ls,not‘° he fact has no tima and no spaca. 25

The-present involves'only facta.it is of the highest
limportanee. ”The preaent is the whole of tina,in the
. geed of'tﬁe present is the past and the futurezthe g
héast 1s‘the present and the futute is the present.
-fhe present is the -eternal,the’ t;imeless:.,29

"Intelligence'.Krishnamurti says.’is the
vcapacity to. perceive the essential,the what 13 .36

‘.In the comnon parlance 1t (1ntelliqence) means lféfll

understandin] the relations of thinqs etc.sthe rootwf

, meanind of the ‘word intelligence is inter legete,
';=wh1ch means “To read between“ the linesn_@. '

However nothin; can quarantee the emerﬁe; ¥

.of 1ntellicence.1t appears to him who is unconditio«g%
‘¥ nally free,who has no elf-contradlcticn It lives 1nr
him as a pervasive state of mind where total psydho—”
lloqical matation has taken placegTo us.who live 1n

é S ,
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perpetual contradiction,intelligence sometime émergés
1ike flashes Of 1i7ht but never nerBiSts'They are
_ggrtial 1nte111qence .Our §e&k feelinqs of beauty.

love and sympaty.our flames of creation are all 1nstances
of that flash.

In a dilalogue with Prof .David Bohm,an eminent ‘
thedretical physicist,Krishnamurti opens up hismtnd _
‘on the nature of hteuiqéx;ca fn the followin? way,—

Tho;ght - matter and intelliqance are different

forms oF the same energy flow.While 1ndividual

thought 1s polluted by material and selfcentred

thinkings; intelligence on the: otherhand is ‘

completely free from any self-centred. attitude
. and therefore always universal ‘ard total. Itls
‘ine<haustible—infinite-uncandltional and. ever

new in- nature because 1t derives .fram the
_eternal source of enerny.the truth.A

While 1ntellect or authority can be characterised g
by me or mine as my 1ntellect or _so, but intelliqence

| is ndbody s, property It is the sin"uklar eternal flcw'

of wisdom beyond any frag-nentation.rt can saa totally. ‘
not in the physical totality but cut of nsycholowlcal _

wholeness.Phys“cal-totality involves_different sides;

" of a body taken togéthef,bhen psychological wholeness R .

indicates a state of ldhkinq(mind)gwhiéh 1sffree frdh:
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. o _
~any contradiction or conflictswhich is not anchored

to any motiﬁe;ahy-dbfinite value or culture.It onlfv
acts on the facts of life. , .
Intelligaﬁce awakens out of the understanding
" ofthe total significan_ce of life.This ié_abbve- a,n'd '.
beyond econ_omic ox':‘ politicéi éi‘_xnif'icaﬁéjéj";hut 'zv,pes.i”:'_
into the essence of 1life.A ‘bs)'rcholoqi.cé_liy; whéle
»eing can- c':hly have that total mrésp,mtéll-lgence,
.'never conforms olindly.lt is renellims in nature .
a}ainst any authority It mly acts out ef its m-m \‘

values,own dynamism.lts values are fundam-wtal like

[P

' love,unity and _freedom, in other way these are the very
hasis -of iqtell lgence and canhot be det;oucbed from i.t:

in any way.It is a different state of mind, as stated
earlier,most sensitive a*xd therefore creative.This
1mplies creativ_e—living._and not 80 called Cmation:s.;,. '
(';Only when the mind ceases to create is thém créaté
ion", - Krishnamrti) +SO to a man of intell"iqence
conformity €o any ideology or theory is a fall.a ‘
negation of indivduality To such a man.any-geonreéhir:ial'-
boundary seoerating nations is fandamantaily irrat:lonal.

*Apartheid’ or any law ‘that seqref:ates humanity is
totally unjustiried. .

-
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Krtshnanuxti confirms that intelligence only can cive '
,true perspective to our- life and livinq.It 1s rooted

in ‘the ansolute nothinghess of our. being and 13 -
incompatible with uur eternal craze fcr psychological .
security through metaphysicaljand reliq;ops theories;

it never idealizes 6: romanticizes any 1ssﬁe.1t

accepis fear;pain,léneliness and death as facts of
iife'and faées'them'as ?héy ane>with0ut fationalizaipg S
(thebr;zing)'them in aﬁi Way.This isiih other words -
Krishnanurti's Choléeléss-hwareness.h man of 1n£e111:I_
7ence can beccma a perfectly 1mpartia1 judqe hecause

ha can only see a case in its real perspective in a

most- detouchedvmanner.Krishnamurti futthar maintains _
that 1nte111qence wheh highly awakened becomaa 1ntuition,
,which is a state of nerfect creativity.lntelliaence | \
18 also a link between reality and the truth. ...the'
txuth ...operates-on reality thraugh intalliqen¢e”,31_.
says Krishnamurti, - | - V

Intelliﬂence in Education s

Education.in Krishnamurti s views.is essenti;,
-ally the "Awakening of Intelltvence in oneself and
-in othars;sut there is no way to 1ntelliﬂence.A11 soC:'
-called ways -are only limltinw meﬁhods,dharacterised

either by any mottve.emotioﬂ or sentiment Intelliqence.
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ccordiﬂj to Kristnamurti, is free from all that(mottve
etc.).It cannot be limited because 1nte1110ence 13 not
an outcome of any centre(“F) -Any effort to 1im1t 1t is
a denial of its limitles=(centreless) character.Only
some aspects of a school e,a 1ts natural and academic
environment & 0 on,can create a favourahle(or unfavo-'
utable) weather for the awakeninj,hut 1 can in no.
. way quarantee that emerwence In foundinq of schools
Krishnamurti therefore alwaye stresses on.amono other '
things,a very natural atmosphere a small schoel with
"minimum hoys and ;irls,a spirit of learninc both
amonq teachers and taught,an.atMOsphere of freedoﬁ o
and 80. On.Hriefly.in hts education there is’ always a.
jreater enphasxze on the . total awareness both ahout
the world aqd of the. activities of the self more than
bookish knowledge:;with all these,a harmoniouS'develop-

ment of the mind-hear%t-hody is also stressed.:or

'"Intel1iqence comes into kelnﬁ',thinks Krisbnawurti.
‘when the mind,the heart and the hody are really
harmohiousf 12 Ecucation for tntellicenc@ thus hecomes
a xoﬁah anﬁ;comp:ehensive process which is . farmore

difficult than-the”traditional one.



39

Observations :

It is oossible t‘: raise numefous questimc
ﬁa‘oout_vintelligence — on its status, its poésihiility‘.' :
fts emergence. in e@ucation and_' so on.Fo: eaiarﬁple,
since intellijence is an individoal's 1nwatd affalr,
it is always difficult to pinpoint the presence of
the capactty of intell l’yﬂr’ce in somebody seperately
from thou~ht or intellect Often inte !ect and | '
"1ntelliqence live_together cris-cros inviawd»ovérla-“
ppi.ng.They are not ‘-seoera.teho obje%cts.It' 18' él'so true' -
that there is no si.ngle or sure criterion of tntell—g-
iqenoe(I.Q. -neasurement does not rela‘ce €0 intell 1g- '
ence »as conceived. here) Yet Joxdness, that is reflec-. :
tion ofintelligence in an tndividual s quite discernenle
in one 's dealings and ap~roaches. | | o

Intellx*ence 1nvolves a spirit reEhellion...
which questions and destroys everythinn(norms customs.‘g
conventions etc,) that dupes.But the fear that — in
welcoming ;ntelligence in ‘education Krishnamurti was
also invoking disasters in oux liveé.ié clearly'
nnfognded.xrishﬁamurti occééiooaily'repéats that

1ntelliqence knowsi 'the' ’riqht place of everyt’r ing

and thus it can only stral ,hten the society towards ; |

tr_u_th, "Seelrm the false as the false a'\d the true as
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the true and the>tree in the faléeﬁ$3 1e the essence '.
of intelligence. ) '.A |
In_Krishnamufti's’philoséphy{bf educatiqn.oda
hindrance in the awakenin'y of intelliwence lies'inv
the misuhderstanding'efvidte;liqenee 1£ee1ftpart{¢u1arly
in idealizing and ratiohalizing(conceptualizinq)l'
intellicence in life or in edUCatien.When intellin -
“ence becomes an 1deal, 1£ produces more strifes and
‘conflicts 1n one‘’s mind. The conflict is. between Beino
and Beco'nim,hetween inattention and intelllvence& A8 a
-'result the joy in education islost.Aost of our queries
on intellinence are raised out of this shortsi'*zhted
view on the 1ssue.We ‘ask questions 11ke,~ how can‘hmf
_ 1nte111aence be timeless ?Does it deny intellect.or
:antnonity,and thezeby destroy society ? How is inﬂall-,
_1:ence instantaneous and not ~gradual ? and 8o on.
'fThis is hecause we - think of intelliqence as an- ideab
to. e sought,to be attained throuqr education. “
. According to Krishnamurti to ‘a man’ of tofa1- ;'
“attention 1nt.~.111gence is & fact,but the passaje & ;
to it is nerative,thrcuvh awareness of our inatten—
tions.Eurther'it is not a can;ent contra:y to.

knouledge'and authorit&:intellidence.is a flow of
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g eyt -

clai‘:ity, ale,'rtness_._éixiéf senusio{;i;!fi"ﬁry.rt acté in the
bresent and‘only in total attention,ltjaWakes Qttﬁ
'the-ynderstanéin of the self.As the. innumerahle |
éoﬂtradﬂeiicns-and conflicts of the self SUhstde
there emerces a realization that covxtradictions aré
" not 1nsupera)le and ultimate Veyond confltct and
_fracmentation.beyond thouqht ‘and kﬂowledne there 1s
a ]ife ‘of harmony and happiness : tbe 1ife of

Intelltcen ce.

~.



