Chapter 1° s S : A RN

EDUCATION AND LIFE |
Education is not only'acquiriﬁg knowledne,
gathering and corrslating factssit is to see
the significance of life as d whole.4

== J.Krishnamurti

Education.according to Krishnamurti isconcerned
with the task of understanding the siqnificance of
uhOle life.What is life ? Krishnamurti feels,"Life;is_
study,play.éex,Work;duartéls;envy;amh{tion,lomé,heauty,
'truth-— life is everythinn."s As the ahove typical
saying sug vests, 1life consists of its contents its ;‘
varie,ated facets.It is made’ up of these thinas There

is no life in’ the abstract.Normally one does not have

" a whole or intagrated appraadh to life.but 11ves
successively under the Spell or domination of one or.
!another oi its aspects.Thus sometimas s')rrow enc'ulﬁs

us.sometimes aﬁhition,sometimes sev and so cn.Thus

one carries on fra7mentarily.hs a result the wholeness: ‘

of life is. lost. 3




vKrishnamurti‘s philosophy H

. Like others of his tYDe.Krisl'mamurti has a
philoéophy of life(as well as of education).which
thouqh never elaborated specifically,is yet sugoested

' by his sayinqs.The salient points of ‘his philosonhy
| ean be stated e,g. in the follomtnq ‘way 3

Man lives in constant inner contradictions
.and conflicts,and society is a msre ertension'
\ of these conflicts? ' R _
° Understanding the nafure of. thesa facts of”, life
ie. contradictions,in one' s oun. way implies the '
dawninc of truth to oneself(self-underatandﬂng)z
A contradiction-free man is psycholocically
~ whole;he 1s most integrated and harmoniously 7
- ralated with ‘the world: , : -
. Only such-'a man lives a 1life of Intellioence.
‘a life of constant enquiry and chanje,a life .
- of truth - heauty and goodness etc.
_This e'pressps in brief Krishnamurti's philosophy af .
_life.and he himself stands as an ‘embodiment of this
'k.‘Lnd oi. livinn Krishnazmrti starts fx:om human cmtr-

badiction because it is a fact of life and then qoea

_ndeeper tnto the essence of 1ife. In this processehe .
decries any metaphysical theory fotmation.The plaoavzaf‘

of education lies in makino man aware of his inneri

f "-\. £ ;_ H
and outer c:ntradictioo and to help him to live a.life
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of intelligence To Krishnamurti 1ntellfqence 13
neither an ideal which can pe attained by strenu-l;l'
'ous eﬁfort,not is it a method of analytical pursult,
‘nor is there any guarantee of a cradual emergence S
;'7of 1t in the evolutionary process Intelligence bufsts
suddenly and uninvitedly,but only the grcund should
-be-prepared with.individual’s.cho!celess(motlveless)l
'aWareness.of the,évéryday facts of sérrbw.béin étc:
Krishnanmrti speaks of the emergence of Intelliqence o

and wtsdom .

Present education & ifg 1mplicééidns s
| But,how far does convéntional education éétée.v

with Kr_is_‘n?na'mrti's philosophy of life and educau&: 2
Doesn't it joes to establish a life quite contrary to
thé-lifewOE intelligence ? Doesn'tsthe prssent éduéé—
tional system foster and strengthen an attitude of
seeinq life fragmentarily Doesn't 1t spcnsor trainlng
or e<pertise in spaclalized fields,to the neqlect«of
-Hésic virtues ? Krfshnamurfi feals, .o.the present
system of education is makinc us subservient,mechanical

and deeply thoughtlesssthough it awakens us 1ntellecb-
_ually.inwardly it leaves us incomplete.stultified f:j
"and. uncreative;“G Modern'education produces doctorn£ 
enﬂineers,scientists.lawyers or it turns a child 1nto :

another clever,cunning,clerks‘,but doe2s not make&men.f




1

There is ‘a madrush for jdb-oriented.prestize-conscicus

education based oq fierce competition for kettet o

result and higher security.ulearly the orientation‘*,.v
113 for material cain.This makes the particinants in_

. education friqhtenlnvly rutbless and jealous of othens.
”The tensions and frustrations of the wcrld.of the |
parents and teachers of society in aeneral.are transf— .
ered to the ycunuer aeneratioa.ﬁs a conscauence chtl- :
dren live alienated life,avd they are dead to theié
natural state,Innocence and &inquisltiveness of 4Q'E
childhood thus dries uo.A lopsided shabty and heart-,
’,less life the child receives as an inheritance from
‘their elders Competition and corruption are’ 1nvariably
'present among parents and teachers today.who care'l,

&

*very little for the nobler aspects of life It's a. fact,

however cruel, that many. renowned scientiqts now hawe

an appalling ignorance 1n regard to social awareness.

l

"Again.there is the noison of_garttal learninq 3 the

°

xcessive ewercise of the brain and n*nimum of the heart._

.V_As a result e“wdition leads to a most narrow and

.unbalanced lee for many in tbe society,Thls is,an




Also that.the wars and oppressions,individual
“and collective agony and ‘distress etc. ~ these all can

be traced- back to the follétes of our educationalfsystem,

where it seems,an emphasis has hteen made on SO’ utterly.
‘wrong 1deas,The present géneration 1svmerely a mecbdni-
¢al product of these wrong deeds.'

Life & Right education 3

‘oLife 1s like a river,‘Krishnamurti daserves.:'
‘it 1s always in movement,never Btill It is alive.I‘
one holds to a part of thp river a1d ﬁhinks one 3;~

'understands,tnen it 'is like holdinn dead water.ror ﬂﬂ

river goes by and if we caﬁnot flow with it,one is left

' ;behind."? Education is essenttally for life and soAit

shculd reflect the basic nature of life,which is mcve-‘

, mant.Therefoxe accordinq to Krishnamurti,“Education?kwgzQ

- is not till you are twenty one.but ti11 you die._;
knows no stagnation.lt has a ceaseless~flcw l1ike lffe* -

1;se1f.'

Life is siwnificant because of its 1nherent
richness and diversity.where a oood job or 1ntellé§c-i
“tual superiqrity plays=a very small roleeblfevis anz5
ektraordinary complex thing; “To understan” this ...”
- 1ife,wh1ch is both;in time and. beyond tlme.yau muat

have a very ycunq,innocnnt mind.§~ eays Krlqhnamurti. o
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'.Education has to see that a student should develop

a very younq,r?reqh innocent mind which means sensi—
tivity.So far education has stressed 1ifa within—time ¢
' which covers every movement of thought and intellec~ J"

. tual development,eVﬂry biece of kncmledqe under»thqi_b_

"’aun.;t is thus the mechanical aspect of mindePutr
ngcnd-time aspect of 1ife is another d*me1sioqij
‘ education.It 1s a‘solutely free from thouoht and fﬁ%,'
" knowled-e. HereA‘Life is sacred'.It involves intellice-
Jnce.psycholoqical freedom,love.lt is out and out a_
non-mechanical llvino.This when develpped in men and
women , Krishnamurti thinks.the world will change’
:adically.HO&cver-the;e is no ausolute differencé
‘hetween the th-aspeCté'of life. “’1fe is a unitar?
.qlobal movement",9 says Krishnamrti .Ri: ;ht education

‘ hplpe to unaerstand cne 's llfe in hoth these aspects.

- in its wholene:s and totality Intelliqence only \
implies this: wholeness.hriShnamurti makes a distinction
"'between intallect and intelligence,to show the superi—
 ority of the 1atter He says.— “Intellect is thought
tfuncticninn 1ndependent1y of-emot;on,whereas intelliqence
ig the: capacity to feel as well as to reason .and until
we approach life with intelliwence.instead of intellect

'—J ;-m _‘
,alcne,or with tmotion alcne.no politlcal or educational



,8ysten 1n the world can sawe us from the toils offi"

. chaos: and deatruction.“lO(my underline)

‘ Education for Krishnamurti,ls entrusteﬁ'Wi£ﬁ 
“the task of chaqqing oneself from daily mechanfcal
(intel\ectual)livinc.to nov~mechan1cal(tnte111~ent)
.‘1ivinq,wh1ch also implies a chanqe~of«atfitude from»-
'me-orientation to cosmic-artentation.It iq the bE
- which vitiates the atmosdhere by creatina dtfferent :
and u@nflictiny centres of thcucht whsre cosmos belnqu
‘the no—centre brinqs peace.Further.any mcvement of
Mz(mine) involves time, when intellicence or love etc.
'-is beyond time and therefore cosmo-centric(neutral of
.\any centre).- o

Life.riqht educatlon and truth fundamentally

g0 toqether in Krishnamurti. “You know,there 1s only
" one truth', Krishnanurti says, and tberefore thete ::ls
only one_way which is not distant from that truths
there is only one method to that truth,necause the
.means are. not distinct from the . end.“ll(my underline)
.. Here the, _2;2 one g _way éssentially refers to. ooinq
’beyond our self-oriented life. Riahf education is- the

. way to truth:it (the education) is’ named richt. tecanse

it aimsrgt-freeinq oneself from onefs sentimentga




1.

eﬂotions and conditionsincs(psycholooical moorincs).v"

- Thus it is a way to self-discovery awd inteqration;f‘c

To understand trUth.which is unfrawmented and whole.fc
a man must be so,because Wholeness demands a whole

approach.A rlqhtlv educated man,because he is -

.1ntegrated and WhOIB'COn only un;erstand and estahl-"
1sh truth 1n his life However,at this noint Kriqhna-ﬁ
'.murti nay e htjhly debatahlp Mt the fact is - tﬁa?”'
socalled different ways to trnth,ds coqceived hyourj
daily. world, are mainly due to the .t_nvolvement of ou;
iﬁtercst(motiée or so) -'individualfor COllective,}jd
,1n'each caée.

'Psvcholooical freedow :

To: understand the si~nificance of life a# a,
whole. individual as well as co]lective,needs an' i
-~ integrated ouflook which invariably linkee up with o
'-the complete o~uer in the individual nsycholo 1ca1
cfield Unless and until this psycholanical order is ??;L
realized any effort of peace “and harmcny in the |
outward life is bound to te a failure For psycholo-;i

' qical walls are far more difficu%t to.break than

: the &erling wall Krishnamurti#'s philosaphy of educ«

it
8

:ation emphasises this sinale hasic potnt of havina

i



Egzghglggicag;ggﬁiﬁis1bi;i§x,because.this williqénérf

ate 1ove;Lntelliqence,éensitivity.etc.This psycholo-
'gica; wholeneéé may also imply the.ahsolute and- .
unconditional freedomwhich Krishnamurti s» earnestly
éesires for évery human'heinﬂ.("l have orly one:

. purpose, to make mar: free.ﬁb vrae him tcwards Freedam,;
to help him to stdk away from<all li“itationq,for
that alone will give him eternal hapornessziz
Krishnamurti.)

It is far more imnortant thinks ¥ Krlahnaﬂurti,

to have psycholoaical frecdom rather t\an outzard uﬂ
'ecénOm*c or polittcal freedom For it is individual
minds which rule the world,and the disorder ard canflict
‘in that field has a natural outcome. in our ewternal
behaviour.?sychological freedom implies a pasitive
. state of mind,which 15 not a. rcaction to any narticular
. sltuation.It is a state of consciousness only
negaﬁively aware of'itself,for the comnlete neqatﬁéﬁg
(absencé);of contradiction in individua} mind iﬁdf;-
ectly affirms ¢he aétuglity df‘the state'of psychoé'-
logical freédom.This freedom implies wholeﬁess of the
mind,which‘liVesvabove?tha dual charédtérs“of the 4 ui,

intellectual world .Dua'lity is an obVims..outvcor_ra"of:

A
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-Quf'activities from inteliect_and_kbowledfe.Only al
6sycholo;1cally free veinc ﬁas perfcct apnroach- gﬁ
towards life because he alone is beyond selfishness
and sentimentalism.Only his apnroach 13 holtstic,nct

'fraqmented hy any particular 1nterest or culture:
.only he can have a real taste of livinq without fecr
- or despair.Krisqnamurti stands,as it were, as a .ﬁ'”
nollceman ‘of the pqycholoqical field His education
_aims at the mreeninq of our inner field or at. the ?j.
-psycholo1ical transformation.-

Aims & ImoorL_Jce of K's education :

Krtshnamurti‘s whole philosophy of educatton is hased
on- certain fqndamental cbservaxioqs in recard to tte
‘wholeness of life,.an intedfated outlcok.pcycholoitcal
;freedom etc.,frﬁm where he has not qnifted oxr comoro-
mised durin' h;s lonq years of teachinﬂspPurther; a/
wasic truth in Keishamartl is ‘that each individual
life needs to blossom fully.Education is for the "
flowerino of 1ife with freedom and without any restri-
ction .restrictions that coms. on the way v discipline

and impositions of 1deas and theories *n sthool curri-.

culum.To him,“vreedom is ‘at the Feqinninr,not at t'

en d“ 13 of..education.




Further,Nature in its various aopearances —'with
.trees and birds,rivers and flowers etc.has alwvasan
l!moortant place in Krishna'mrti s education.i(rishnamnrti
.found that,not only ecoloqically and economically man
15 dependent on nature,but alsa psycholocically man

1is very close to nature. wIf you. estahlish a relation-
ship with {t (a tree)';says Krtshnamurﬁi.‘then»youf
have: relationship with mankind.You are responsibleE
;then for that tree and for the trees of the world rut
elf you have no relatiowship with the livinq thiﬂns on'
this earth you may losge whatever relationship you have

altﬁ humanity,az? wtth ‘human oeinqs..o 14 So it can he

seen that:most Kr’shnamurti schools q ve stress-onf

—

1ocation in. natural environment.

1E

‘Krishnamartt ln his -long years of teadhinc
ﬁcauraqed people to attend to 'wWhat. Ls' hat-ts

is in- the present, 13 existinq awd indicates only r-‘a::t:s.

These. words have crempndous significance.It implies,;;:
Can art of liviny walch ls b:-:wed on :acts(non-evaluated

H

what-—ia) and not on the ;evaluated past or on the dr'ea_my,
"future InformatiOn ‘of. the ;ast d)d tne calculation 5

for the fut re is - after all i,m)ox.ta,nt when the world
of.knowlea}e which is within time e.q.technolocy..

plannin:; ,COYIStI-\,thr‘ etc., an. cr\cezned: ~ut ‘the art ]

- of livin eoneiqerv llfetn its tcLality -~ whithintime




and “eyond time,which demands total attention in the
présent.A ' | ll
The aims of educattcn,as Cﬁﬂceiﬁed by Kricﬁﬂ&-‘
murti are as f- JIOEWSS tt is for Intevration .iﬂteqr-
. ation,of hody-mind and heart also interratiOn in
: reqpect of outlook on life.BEducation ‘also aims at
flowerinn of ,oodness ard lcve.It emwhasizes 1ntellin-
ence and wisdom.Tt draws Lonfi”UOLS attentio' on the
enduring values of llfe‘SUCh asffreedOﬂ,faarlessnessl,
humility.doodness,self;kﬁoéléfgé eto. L
' ¥rishnamurti's philosophy of life,is in a wa?.
a nhilosonhy of education too, becauée hoth alm at a
common ¢oal,of estaHliuhinq l1ife of qooﬂne»u.“he.%mixp
impertance of his educaticn lies in the fact that i‘t
i= an education for the whole life,nevé% ﬁeéiqned»ﬁé—
qive'man,kﬁowlgd4e only which.leads'éventually to
fincreaging confusion and mtseryqxrisﬁnamnfti's educ=-
- atlon is for én art of livinq,which is ho1istic %?

It is for integrated aad Lhéélliééht liviﬁqc'_-1{55pﬁn

—- e g



