Chapter 8
PARENTS _AND TEACHER

The ritht kind of education begins with ‘the .

educator,who must understand himself and he .

free from estahlzshed patterns of . thoucxht, for KA
~what he is,that he imparts.,,, '-_V.J’.«Krishn.anmrti:.f'

o]

'. A8 charity ‘oeqins at home,so does the educaticn.
A child starts learqing from the lap of his mot’ner.In
other words 1earning actually be'xins 1n the atmosphere’
of the house where Chlld is born ; this, atmosphere takes
into-account not only the influence of the parents but
also of the other family menbers a:ld of the existincr
situation.economic ‘or. so,0ver: and aoove that, a. child
nornally inherits( Jenetically) the psycho-physical
tendencies of his parents, These tendencies include,
among other thin<s, various dreams. and desires of the
parents as well as their. pomt of views. l 1

After this crawlino(inltial) staje of educaticn

a child is sent to’ school to be effected mostly by

their teachers and the sc‘nool envirc:enment They(teachers-

A'etc )open up. a floodgate of imacxination for the childmn;.-?. ‘

and they start creating and movirm on many a wonderland

i



Gradually a chila develops into a man(sometimes as .-

a scientist.anﬁ engineer or an administrator) and e
atart expressinj his , SO called own-views.But at the
back- of his brain(thou;ht) there is,in most cases, B
the silent presence of the influence of his family ,

or his oarents or of his teachers.Each of our minds
-_subconscious part and the conscious part'— is. full

" of such influences.The parents and the teachers.fn-f"-
who mostly influence the mind of the child,constit-’ﬂ

' ute the real educator-class.So.their activities and

A 3.mportance(in education) need to he very carefully
understo>d before launchinc any study on the subject {‘
‘of . education 'z oecause "The responsibility for j?{i;i
buildinq a peaceful and enliqhtened society rests ?ﬁfﬁ :

,chiefly with the educator. 112

Perents and Teachers in Present Education

';:A - In the present day world,commercialism has

b

taken away: ahy: deeper attitude towards life It qives
-value to superficiality. Educationzis not an etception
to this process.As a matter ‘of’ fact parents and “‘fﬁﬁi

teachers,also become contaminated by this global

menace.The=menace of competition,comparison,aMbition':f
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endeso on.Parente-nbwvfeel free rrom:reeponsihilitfl
fﬁétfhy senéing thelr kide'to alqood_school :teachers
inlthe school are eimilarly satisfied by teéchlng( |
" certain prescribed lessons to their students. ,; ‘;?
However 1t is clear that the bond between the‘

parents and their children is natural end very deep.f,

It can be called as psycho-bioloqical relationship.,.¢

L

'But the nature of this bond(relationship) is found

‘to e most eqo«centric Children now. are mere tools -l
of their parents B own fulfilment and enjoyment'.lla.
Parents' love ro their children is & mere °form of
possessive self pity',which is not love without’
interest. ®If parents love their cwildren ,Ohserves:'
Krisnnamurti ‘they w111~not be natlonalistic,...thegeﬁf
will not. helong to. any orqanized relijion .g..they
will do away with envy and strife,and will set about _
alterinr fundamentally the structure of present day ',’
‘society."qq, However parents act ‘on the contrary,_“.éf”
they prefer that their child Should'become brillian&
most Obedient,and a-oood careerist A rebellious and §?
.an uncompromising child is always a headadhe for the
pdrents.They(parents) evpress~the .goods - and bads °f,

the children only in terms of the known values .Parents
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haﬁe‘no ‘freedom from the‘knOWn',no roo 'for apprecia'e‘}
ting the uniqueness of a.child;_: | . '4.m1 ' L
| Next to’ parents teachers have a great influence fv
in child's whole deveiopment Sometimes it is oreater
.than their parents,vecause their influence acts on‘
the most formative period of a child when their faculty
| of reasoning is- ]rowing.Put when the teachers share )
the psycholoyy of the society-— of competition etc.,
they naturally protuce the same fleece out of human
child. . S .
| Parents and teachers therefore haye enormous

responsibility to produce a new-weneration. But at

present they: must understand the dawger of the present;df
,_qrowth-of the'soc1ety and the ahsolute-necessity of a!

: different kind. of education for a different kind of

| life.So “The problem oo is not the child but the\€““
parent and the teacher :the problem is to educate the
educator v 135 because the educator is already set,"'

 fixed. He merely functions in a routine.

Rioht Education & Right Educators 2

. "The word rlght',says «rishnamurti.‘is not a

i

matter of opinion,evaguation or some. comcept invented

by,the-intellect,The word‘£ig§§ rdenotes total action’
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in which all self interested motive cea-.ses.‘116 so

right education leads to self understanding and

ritht educato__c are only those who understand their
‘ selves or at least have realized the ahsolute
_necessity of understanding the nature of the activ1tie8,
".of the self.’l‘his demands very serious type of perscms
end they r1atura11y are very 'rare’ '
. Nevertheless, ri 7ht parents concern really »

‘for their child They see their children as Ends . “ o .v
-vand never as Means. Real love of parents implies :
" ‘that "They will employ lecrislation and’ other means -
to'vestablish small schools staffed with ‘the’ rifvht

kind: of educators".lu Ricrht parents are concerned !
‘for the ha _Egines of their children.They encourage
their kids to. do(pursue) in Deducation what they
actually love to do Ri~ht parents thus help. their
child to’ flower in themselves - i&nes inwardly as well

as outwardly.This does not of course mean that :':,i;;:;if;_:;'

‘children are gi ven freedom to destroy themselves.~;

For one carmot destroy oneself, 11: is said when one o

X

is in perfect freedom and. 1ove Dismay and disintegr-* 3

atim in a child(in a man) is only an’ outcoma of the

!

obstruction created On the natura,l flow 'of love and
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'Ainterest out of him.Right parents therefore want that .
their children should be in their true selves : and so?hv
they(parents) help this process through riqhtnteachars_t
~ and right. education. '
| Riht parents also mean.theyAshould not transm;.
'it their mind their tensions to their cW1ldren$including
that they should not pressurize their children to
conform to the soctal habits, customs amd morality.A

N :
'This also means that parents will help riqht education
by cooperating with the teachers as well as the school
authority.There needs to be a close contact hetween<
‘the. school(teachers etc.) aﬁd the parents Parents and
'teachers mst at least he in ‘the same wavelenjth in |
reoard to their chxldren 8 education .Krtshnamurti 'iﬂﬂﬂ

repeated this point more than once 1n his talks. ,:;@“

"The true teacher is inwardly rich‘,says Krish-i

namurti. and tnerefore asks nothing for himself.he t

51,

no}.ambitious and seeks no power in any form;he does b
not use teaching as a’ means of acquirino position or
authoxity,and therefore he 1s free from the compulsion

of societ" and the control of ;overnments. 118

rj;ht teacher therefore teaches out of love and SO )

iy

‘ notgouthof any.motive.This is different fromvtead1ing3‘
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with.a’dreaﬁ(a-motive)<of changing the worla;orlso.:
A deep. discontent with the present—values,a.sincere
1ove to live w1th the cwildren and to 615cover oneself
thh tuem,to help the children flower are certain
wishes of a true teacher.This trait however cannot
u"be estlmated ~in semm terms of money and aMhition.fu

) A motive a1Ways 1tmits the process of learninc, -
for “Life is a constant process of teachinc and

“learning H] to teach and to learn is not possible if

there . is a motive,and when we have a motive the state
of teachings and learang is not p0581>le .119l‘

A true teacﬂer feels in himself an enormous-
responsioility,of bringiny a new cexeration of chanqinq‘
[the»world,offorlnglng a_ney cultureeleachxng therefore
iis@the gréatest_professio;.in thecworld',lzo,ﬁaintainsp
: KrlshnaTurti A true teacher is “Deeblyiinvolved'ﬁith
-the flowerln" of human beinns ,121 of himself ‘as well
as his - students. o 4' b S ,fij

More speclfically.a true‘teacher lzves rn close” ,
contact with three’ thxngs,.- with himself.with his _a*éi;h
;students and with the parents of the students, }
| A true teacher st understand-, himself his own

,traits and ill haoits,otherwise his interest for teach-

ing may come out as an artlflciality,an escape or merehr

1.




a seﬁtimental journey A teacher who came to suppress

,himself or to. escape from the rekality or just to earn

. a lxvelihood cannever be a riqht teacher in Krishna—*ii':
murti's views.- ' 7tg: y "ffh”u,.li 'r,‘_;" ' _~"€~
‘ Secondly,a true teacher always helps his. students.
in the process of learninq and never.obstructs 1it.
' Learnin7 is the essence of true teaching where the .
other dlfferences between the teachers a~d the . students
'are merely secondary The difFerences of behavious e,t.l
obedience and- the submission on the . part of" the studentsh'
and ‘the dicatorial tendencey in teacher s part also haye ’
no‘deep,vaiue'in learning.?or -“Learnina brinﬂs about B
eouality amono human beings“‘ljz
;teacher and the student learns towether,_discover

. In rijht teaching both;kf'

tocether.because a true teacher always starts from

'I don t know', This statement is out of a deep underst-:

' andéinq on the. limitation of knowledﬂe,and in the 4 P
| nature; of learning. 3
P A true:teacher‘s“relationship.Withrhis-students;@sV
has&some special_qualities.They are related throuch
l*vingfcloselyrln‘them liyinq and learning qo»tonether.%
As- orie;of the . Krishnamurtt (E‘oundation) sch ool—teachers}':;:"
Asees it “Learning comes out of livinq And not the otherfl

way round.Now, it apwears that you learn first ‘and live

. .
b : : ;
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1ater.it‘e'a ridiculouelthing“.123 In’Krishcamurti-
schools -a teacher helps his students‘“To live life f'
now,so that the student is all the t\ma living,and
.1earning out of living“.Teachinc in close relation-;i
ship with students(Which is actually the case 1n' .
:Krishnamurti schools) makes knowled}e a matter of
enjoymeqt and never a el burder-In the weather-of
1earnin7 a~d close relationship students and teachers
: hoth can live 1in constant enqwiry and mutual coopera~»”
| tion.This can unly‘brinj about the real jf81qniftcan-,
ce of 1ife". . - ) o
Althoudh it is somettmes felt that students .
who 1tke to live a life of freedom and enquiry in '
schools may qot perform will in evaminations,
because - "Free e*xquiry a1d°preparation for eyams“
.mam not go toqether.But the.actual situation is
qufte'different,as‘a teacher(of onevof thenK-Sch00135
ewperienced'it in~hfsAown‘case He fiﬁds that,
,children can very easily qrasp their lessons for J’w'

e-ams Hecause ”Free enquiry“ has kept their!arains ég.“

quite alive. they are not bored aﬁd so every othﬁr

thints become very simple.The teacher therefore

‘proposes, "Let the child haveias much experience_agig:f"-
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possible Let him come in contact with thtnjs.And ﬂ _
then,when you preseﬂt the whole nicture like thread-_
ing beads toqether to form a neckalace.tt,falls 1ntoe
‘place very easily. 124 | |

‘"Truth 1Is farmove important than the teadher ,125:
a true teacher kﬁows it. He ‘has a passion for the |
truth sO he'js related with nts students directly
<and wholly.Direct relationship means no- comjarison.
amonc students in tne line of ﬁood and bDad.A contact;
of wholeness iuplies a teacher's concern for the
‘total(intellectual, emoti>nal and physica]) deve1op-u§
ment of a studeut,It also lﬂvolves the Academic,; )
the: EehaVLoural and Spmrltual(Plcwerina of coodness) ~
aspects of llfe of students This total relationship

is founded on a very dxfferent and deeper qrvund,

w

‘through unuerstandlnq the total process of life '126:£;‘

wmnwwtmmusmdmmmSm%mmﬁ
'tﬁe.pettihess of<ouc present.livinq,and.wapts_tOj':ti
brinc a. “"New genefetipn“ of'humau teingsothet 18-
the betfect situatioﬁ for a right education.A child
is~mcre dependent on hisgher) parents(perticulafly
for eubeistencefand.secu;ity)thau on. his teachers.'

Children's dependence‘on;their teachers ate_gor
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»
;'inforﬁation'aid'wisdom'in eduCation'hothfteachers and )
’ parents must have a very good relationship - throuqh
communication and transfer of ideas and’ urqencies.But
when. the two(parents & the teachers) go in different
j diiections - one for 'radical chante and the other
for - career’.then education inevitably leads to ‘
frustration Krishnamurti says, ﬁ...the schools and the ;i:-

home swould be joint centres of richt education.and ‘f“

,should in no way be opposed to each other.with parentst?

fdesiqn*ng one thing and the educator coino soneﬁhing
, entirely different. 127 To meet this situation
Kristmanurti-Foundation occasionaly arran’xe meetinags -

of parents’ and teachers The KFI - 'VASANTA VIHAR' (Madras)

has already started a new initiative with a much wider

perspective in the Forum_ for New Education. where

. they occassionally arrange discussions ‘of parents and» .
_teachers along Wit1 ~many other thinqs.«< '

| However it is always true’ that "A total<ievel--‘
_opment of the child',which is" the hasic of riqht educfi:

ation. can he hrought about only when there is the i?go'

right relationship between the teacher,the student

*and the parents. 128' | ‘ R .L



.dbserVaﬁons :

rright teacher(educator) in the following mannera

-However the real sense of denial is.a man(Guru)

\.

Once Krishnamurti has drawn a picture of a '

;"The educator is concerned only with riqht 1iving,

rijht educastion;and right means of 1ive11hood *129

This is, it seems,askino too mich out of a man,which

at. a point losses all sense of reaIity(actuality).
Furthermore, ‘riqht‘ ‘means no-motigg,but any

institution whether of Krishnamurti. or of“anyother;‘;i

only exists with a certain mot;be.ihe“'“Floyering of‘;

goodnessﬂ"in"Krishnamurti-SChoois may also;be-calledfﬂ

.as;a-motive.,

In Krishnamurtl there is an’ outriqht denial fﬁf"7

i

of . 'Guru-sisya parampara' of Indian reliqio~cultural

"”trend in educaticn This seems to be an under estima-

tion:of that long and sometimes very rich tradition. !

¥

cannot be a liberator of another(sisya),A Guru or a

_ teacher can only be a oood auide a cood helper like a

'sim-hoard which shows a right direction.As Krishnam-

urti sees it,."A true teacher never 1ives: he erlains,z'

he; points the way.If a person of little understauding
5]
stops and worships at the shrine or a siqnpost,he

'will remain there for many lives until suffering urges
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him'cnward;"i:is ’-".‘Pa'rticula‘rly. 14 vegard t': the,_:exis’i:enf .
etial«issueS'of'life'a man(or“a child) himself is both.'
a quru and aisiSYa'- a light unto himseif'éor he”alone o
cari: rightly answer for nimself 3 others' answers are in-‘
no-way enli7hten him. rthermore in case of teachinq,"i
the subject matter is always important rather than the i
teacher : a teacher has }ot only a secondary value 3 '
and" not the fundamental Value in right education.
There may be a point invcriticising-Krishnamurti
*in rejard to hiSfiqnorinﬁ of'the imbortance'of‘oompari;Vﬁ
sion,competition or ambition etc.,ln our daily life. 5£{*'1

For comparision or so,is inportant in .our daily

oehaviours whidh comprise the world of technolony,of%w@w

commercevetci2a7ain amhition is a drimving force thatff
leads one to a very great heijht of achievement.It
(ambition) supplies the basic enercy for all that toughF

journey A human becomes a superman(of strenqth and {'
couraoe) in this process. However the sensé of.Krishnaég

| 'murti(critlcising comparision etc.) will be better
‘understood when their effects are seen on. a glohal

perspectlve Comparision & conpetition estahlished in

human psycholoqy have so far made mankind nar ow and

fracmented So’ when total-living is concerned.conparisonff.

etca have very little meaninj,they seem to~hawe on1y~75‘*'



. The: insicht that we hecome second hand human!oeincs

lsecondary and partial importance The pcssibilitf'OE'
(misunderstanding Krishnamurti‘s views thus is always
_there,unless a different outlook is developed '

' The equation cf_relatiqnship among thevparents,;d
teachers and the studeats is»a‘comples'phenomenabﬁty ;?‘
.inVolves’man§;thinﬂs whicb cannot bé sol?edﬁonlyAE§:;
words — throudh.discussions;Or‘dialogues.Learnind whidi“
ihvolvesl 'the jreat importanqe of facing a fact the |

§

" actual, the now'.is the essence of’ riqht education ; 4?

if that is underbtood by the parents and teachers,then

‘ other»differences of oplnions and aspirations will
ﬁradually suhside.Then they can really feel resooasiﬁle

for: their children But When one starts considering '.fw

'sducaLion from the standpoint of parents only ‘or. of a p';
teacher with their respective idiosyncracies,then perhaps
one can never: reach the other,The passion for f; . ~Qw

rioht education actually starts cut of an insidht L'

in the process'!, This(tnsijht) is followed by a: resolve
on;.cur part tohelp children to live their lives totally
and: completely.

. To work together, parents and teachers mist

have that insidht.




