. Chapter 7

THE SCHOOL

It is the concern of these schools(Krishnamurti-
Foundation schools) to bring about a new genera-
tion of human. beings who are free from self

centred action. - Je Krishnamurti.
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- School in commonsense : .

‘Most schools are for~bettertinformation for
nettexr eecurity.They evist to make student aMbitione,
" competitive and estai'wlishinc in life. They prepare
student to conform to the society.Hecause the schoola

reflect the majority mind. their demands ahd wisheé'zfg.

Any. school can be seen from two di‘ferent

angles e,ge. the thsical and the Philosoghical anqle.

'The'first one considers the material(buildinas),. f.:'
envircnmental and administrative asnects.The latter X
eonsidere‘the spiritual(not mystical) aspect which is
the'essentiel content of a school It is the snirit,
the; elan—vital of a sc«ool However, the physical and
the philosophical hoth -are interdependent The.gnzsical-ﬂ‘

'aspect is an,essentialkity to keep-the spirit living
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and growing,wherees the ghiloSdpﬂi of a school helps -
to protect'aqd mould. the environmental(physical)cOntent.
They are related like a temple aﬁd its 1dol or a church
and its Holy-cross Although in our consideration the
emphasize 1is me¥ much more on the philosophical front,'
for it being the primary concern,but thatjﬁithout
neilecting the other(ﬁhysicel) aspectiin any way.

" However,physical-contents of a school like
buildings etc. vary accordihg to its.financial and |
other resources.Particularly most schools in India-

(as well as of other peor coindtries) are in appalling
conditions ﬁith,very minimum resources.But there.ere
'_also eome sehools everywherg,who enj oy ell sorts of ..
facilities.The? ere”mostly private-englieh-sophiatiegn@;
cated.sbheels .As there are differences amon- schools - .
in respect of amenigigg(material),so there are also

‘dlfferences in Le"ﬁrd to theirAghxlosopnies Different

schools(especially private schnolS) maiqtain different

spirits(philosonhies) e, Je either a relinious or»
political .or an et%ical‘spirit.Eut in the common'par14
ance any school aims at developina a child into .a. _
sensible rational human - beino out of a- possible brutee_

In this process.cultivatlon of intellect and authority]

'so far received the greatest priority This tecause



. a 11fe of utilltariaﬂlasm and careerism etc.
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that there 1s a sense of - palpability(material-growth)
in rejard to the results derived from inte11ect etc.
SChools thus follow this trend(of intellectual pursuit)
and consequently Jive ni:th to wmé&® miserabkle men and
wbmen buffeted by 'COntfachations of life ,.ecause‘
thounht(inteilect ete;).as it is said earlier,esqenti~
ally qenerates. fracmentation it only helps to develop
a life of continuous calculation and‘measurement.

A school primarily is a collective performance'

; i
i :’M

" of the parents, teachers students and the situation;;
Situation thouqh belongs to a cifferent catehory and
.seems to be inert,vut it is a most dynamic living and
futhless force.It" can effect the development of a _
';chool tremendously.Amonq the othex. factors,fhe par.;ti-"
tipation of parents is one.which is minimum particul- -
arly . in most Indian Schools Their aseistance is -izw‘
souqht only at_the time of scarcity or in other WOrésaf'
tovfili the sbhoolecofferi;While close relationship?}
retween the teachers and the st;dehts'is either

hewlected or lost in the quaqmire of politics or of -

ambitions of the most.
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The normal picture of a schonl 1is,it is a
structure - bi] or small where- teachers are found

to te either frowéning or- caneing at the little“

ones ;children carry heaps of "ooks on their finy
backs and long lessons for small heads But thevmostA'
' dan1erous fallout of a school in the society is the.f
perpetracion of misinformation(partial or distortedf
information) and 1ndoctrination of children throughiy
curriculum,COnsciously or unconsciously This is moséﬁl
hlatant in regard to everytwlnq of the Nation — its.
history,politics,culture -and so on,The Fascist Itsw;
and the Nazl Cermany wc very good evamples in

this connection.

Misinformaticn in schools 1ives rise to
misaﬁprehencton of facts amona students 4and that
produce.hateful and jealous hearts.In Indiatas alsc};
in Banjladesh and Pékistan):there is:é déep rootedAéu
psycholo rical divi&sicc bethen two communitiec -
Hindu and the Mislim, which is nurtured cafefully
in schools as well as in the society.

Today.schools are mere cogs in the social
wheel They become suppliers of the yes—men of the |

society ;they insist child:en ccnstantly to put on .
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the o0ld shoes(to conform) of their fathers Schools
are thus playing effective roles of chanaingo children ]

lives into disciplined and dead(not-creative) human

=& teings.

KRISHNAMURTI O SCHOOL 3

'A school is a place of learninq.endlso it 1s

sacred',viewed Krishnamurti.And the purpose; the aih )

.arsdl drive' of Krls%namurti-schools is *to equip the’

chkld_with the most excell ent technoloyical proficien- )

cy so that he ﬁaj function with clarity and efficiency

~ir: the modern world,and far more important to creaate

the right climate s» that the chila may develop fully
as g omplete human helno 98° A comblete human being
implies a harmonious develooment of body-mind and heart.u
it impliles ; awakening of intel11wence in an individua&.
That intellicence the util‘se kn owled"e'.Krlswnamur-
ti never helittied the impo;tance of intellectual
training in hiS-sahoois(comguter—learnin1 is not unknown
: )

in Kfishnamurti-schools),thoujh his principle concern -

was, 'to brins abaut the evcellence of spirit'.

—— -

**Theww are eightKrishnamurti schools in different Darta
of the world,including five. in India .The numhers are
rapidly rising. — A . . o o
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Krishnaﬁurti‘in'his life time was:COhmitted"
'to create the rlqht climate in his schools.This
'Iight cllmate' consisto both the physical and
philoSOphical aspects’ .In him the phystcal aspcet
like.struetures .trees and birds,the totallenviron;’
ment hears a great meaning in the philosophy behind
a Schoal For it is the environment that jives .
meanlnv and content to the philosophy.Once Krishna~
murti was asged, - | '

"What he would do to create a school that would
reflect his teachlngs 2" ‘ ,

He answexed, “Flrst of all there has to be
atmosphere of 1xmewsity The feelinq that I! an-
entering-a temple There must be beauty,space.
quietness, dionlty.There must be sénse of alto-
getherness in the studert and .teaclrer ;a state
of floration,a sense of flowering: a feelinqc:f
extra ordinary sacredness.There mst be truth- .
Fulness, fearlessness.The Chlld nust put his .
hands to ‘the earth, there must be -in_ him,abohﬁ'
quality of otherness."etc. j ;jff;*f:hluzq:

99 .
But how to create this atmosphere concretely : 'f’

' Krishnamurtt responded. +1'

uy woulé Qo0 1nto the way of teachinw,the
quality of attention"" _ ’

-'I would enquire how to teach the child to-
learn w1thout memory beinqg predominant. T would
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talk about attentlon and not concentration, I
would J0 into the way the child sleeps,his
food.the games he plays,te furniture in his
room: I would see that the child is attentive
to the trees,the birds,the spaces which are
around him.I would se€® that he grows in an '

. P 1]
atmcephere of attention. 100

Therefore,right climate in>a_schodl involves an atmos-

phere of total~development,physical as well as psycho-
logical,of a child.Fhysical development‘in‘reqard to

sensitivity and 'soundness of health ,psycholo;ica1~ N
development ir rejard to a m1nd Wthﬂ can perfectl%n
reason and a heart which feels.So, Krishnamurtm always
favours uﬂall & residential schools for that can
eff‘ectively ‘carry on the work of total-'developvrxent é@
of a child. | i B
*School comos.form the Creek word for leisure,

‘leisure in which to learn.a place where students amd |
teachers can,flower,a‘place where a future generatian
can he prepared{hecause'scyools ara meant for that',ijfﬁ
Krishnamurti,talks about.this idea.School aS'a:place;:
‘for leisure' always has & sense of freedom and happi - Ha-
ness'ih,it.It,has also.a sense'of creation(!cfeative '
letsﬁre'),discoVery and'enrichmentlof the quality of*z‘

life.Krishnamurti had.aeep~affection for'thése'meanﬁnds



of 'school’.He once said to the children,'”...You are

at school with this responsmbility to study,to learn,t.

to act’-102 'To stud}" is to have kncwledqe ofﬂth{e’“?:
facts .it imolies accumulation and certain intellect-,"-
ual attainments.But 'to learn';(! is more than gatheringlv L
of informatiomvit is. the _’central fact’ of Krishnamrti-
.schools Learninq implies total response(attention) of
'.an individual inwardly and orutwardly Here “We are not

talkinq of learning about somethlng.but the quality of

maintains Krish-'

ne. ‘103
namarti. Learﬂing is a continuous nrocess without any -

' division(limita,tion): it matters little who te,achea and

. who 1is. taught when ”le'ar 1ng is poncemed.vit i\‘s by
'zwature»ti.méless and fneyond anY meaéuremnt.,pecause

the sense'bf time etc. bbstruct the quality of m'ind

. that: learns. Right aCthﬂ will necessarily follow,thinksnf
Krishnamurti where there is sfudy and perfect leaming
(looking and listeninq included) Kris‘nna:mrti-schools "

" are supoosed to he the ce: 1tres of learning, for it seens'
that: they(Krlshnamurti-schools) give more value to ‘
the procesq of learning then to other superficials.-_.l

Krishnamurti also hoped that. tf\ese ae entres

‘of,education(schools), mist al.sov '_help the student;r:ana'._'
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;the educator to flower naturally 104 and also 'to
flower in 7oodness..105 These require freedom 1n
}movement and creativity r‘to come’ directly in touch
with the Nature(trees birds,hillocks) and w1th one-ll%“
iself It requires a dlstinct environnent,and Krishnar'~
murti made it clear in the followjng words : "...in'
our schools any form of coercion threat.anqer must -

pe totally and completely avoided for all these

harden the heart and mind.aﬂd affection cannot co-existé
with crueltyf'.ld5
’fprejudices hut only ‘has a vision of humanity beycnd -

These schools therefore’ have no

;superficiality.This however refers to orinqing »

..about "A profound transformation in human beings” :

"A new. generation with -a- new outlook,with a new: sense:f
_{of being citizens of the world.concerned with all the
’;living things of this world."It refers to. “Building
a,school with no walls",not-creating'avclosed-comnuf
nity among them_selves These schools have a hnmane and
\gldbal perspectiwe‘: “That is why he(Krishnamurti)...:*
jtold us_to. feed the poor,to build schools for them ;%#‘
to.plant trees in the valley,to cogvert-lands intc.~,Mw;
.orchards.to-teach our students that land'was not
_property“,writes_Radhika Hersber7er of Rishi~valley |

. A
SchOOl .
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However ' a huqe-scnoolé with;innﬁmerable problems -
may be difficult to run;so‘Krishnamurti's preferencef
for small schools —‘with’limited nunber of_bcys and’
girls,with right educatéors and plenty of leisure for -

self-discoveryiis-obvious.Children need to be totallY?

A,developed.and so each of them demands particular care ;:

and attention.Biq schools cannot help this process 3it

obstructs close relationship between students and

"educators. "our schools',says Krishnamurti ‘become

the children's home and the educators become’ the parents
with all the responsibility. 107 Hence he(Krishnamurti)

always proposed residential schools In actuality

l,.i' )
‘Krishnamurit~schools'are bigtin size.and with number;;ﬁl

where students have pressure of the course,of examinar
tions,of career:building'and 50 on. ' o

There is a clear picture of what Krishnamurti-i
R,

, schools stand for in one of the KFI-Booklets It says,

"Some_of the important features of the educational
philosophy of the Foundation's schools_are g.

(1) to educate the total human being'S'

(2) to inculcate a love for. nature and respect

for all forms, of life : - ‘_" . ‘

‘ (3) to create. anhatmosphere of love order.and 4

;{if‘ . freedom withcut either fear or licenseiz f%ﬂp-

 (4) not to condition the- child stronqu in any ' 4

. f"""'pax:ticular belief,either reliqicus,political~»'

" of social,so that’ ‘his mind may - be free o

, ask fundamental questions,inquire and learn ;;

~(5) to teach without the motive of reward,punish~A
ment or comparison.?los :
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| In brief Krishnanurti schoals represent an

art of livinq, ,which is. holistic.It 1= the qreatest

art H Krishnamurti Says it is greater than all things
| that human beings have created....It is only throv.gh
' thi.s ‘art of living that a new culture ‘can’ come into -

!

) being. 109 The culture ‘of . liv:lng totally and 11ving
',..['with everything. ' : , , i

Observati'on $

Krishnamurti is trueA.bUt esoteric.v;lhen he |
‘spoke about - the p'rejadicee ahc_l'limita'ticns of
various- schools he.seems. to bei true,He rs quite
lo-}ical and convinecing when the importance of goodneee '
and flowerinc etc.,are menticmed but after takinc
stock of the’ actual(present) situation of his

sc?pools -those words(like qoo,dneSS,neq new generatiC_-_-‘

etc.) seem to be unreal and mea'ningles'S.Presurnab_ly,.

today there is no more: creative 1eisure _ in Krish=-
namurti-schools hecause the heavy burden of
syllabus - on the teachers to cover a,nd en the

students to prepare,betrays the ver.y purpose of leisuraz'

It leaves very little room for one .3 self-disccver.y

and creative-living.Kris?mamurti hirrself' 3 15‘:?55}6%&‘




words of frustration in many occassions -on. the out-hn

cone of his schools.While showinw anxiety ower the
actual situation of these two schools(Rishi valley

‘ schooli& the Rajghat sohool),Krishnamurti nee said,
I feel that the flowerino,after all these years,is, .
still not takinj place" *110 Nevertheless,.“A proper

> understanding of Krishnamurti schools can only be

1possib1e when both'- ideals 1ike mutation,goodness,

{
i

flowering etc.and the actualities like conditions ‘s
and‘limitations of‘mind as well as offpractical situa-
tion etc. are seen together and therehy perfectly

"1

.blended“,commented a philosopher**,who has long heen

in‘touch with Krishnamurti teachings.- i{;;;u~gw§:f{31i'
The Rishi valley school,and the Rajjhat school,

hoth Rave most beautiful natural environment.- |

| A».‘right climate' for education Rishi valley is fullfi

. of trees with land ups and downs,surrounded by small;;}
rocky hills &Far from the madding croud it has a ﬂ

' special beauty and calmness.At the backdrop of the

- old:flowing Ganges and the daily activities of the
fishermen on their small dlnqies(boats) the Rajghat
school has altogether a different appeal The school
itself has a: sprawling 300 acres of land full of

— ——

"*?Ehilosopher~x reference is made to Dr,Hans Herzher-
ger. S S
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big trees and gardens.There is a weather of freedom
and’ affection in everything ‘'of these schools The
schools also care for the mental, emotional and the
physical developments of the child Chlldren can
satisfy their thirst for knowledge withe the help
of their teachers and with the library.Advanced '
students are also encoura}ed to do various socio-‘y

1

economic projects themselves,they are also inspired

_to 501n in various discussions on evistential issuesf:m
‘(ooncerninq life) Children,younq and old,are encour-' g
‘ajed to become sensitive to their naturalsurroundingsf
- the sunrise,the nns&'suhset and so on, They can
also plant trees,make gardens themselves. To culti-
yate esthetic-sense as well as the ~sense of music,
there are Art & craft-classes and also classés for
.music.Students in these schools congregate in. daily ;
Assemolies occassionally play dramas and perform
musical projrannes themselves.There are also arrangeei'
' ments for diffeient james & sports in the campus,and
students can make themselves physically fit.' .
Yet Krishnamurti-schools are not problenhfree.iu.

They have their own sets. of problems There are always

scarcities-of funds for the school of right and dﬁ

l



_jChildren there as well as anywhere,are essentially

dedicated teachers(also of unoerstandable“parentsl;k”

" the same.they have thelr own world of mlschief-makingz

l

fthst too sometimes create problem.Further that,today

when the weather of the next door is sufficiently
vitiated‘by‘corruptiou,that_obvlously effectS-
KriShnamurti-schools tooi o ‘

 Also there are signs of jetherlsg'storm;witQA
soﬁe dissatisried teacﬁers'ontpay?injustroesijoo- -

inSecurity aﬁd* above all with the pouringéin of ffl'

'new teachers who. are not accustomed with or have little
" love for Krishnamurti's teachings.All these forces._f}il
L slnqularly or. in collection.sometimes qenerate bitter-s<

néess in the whole atmosphere of the schools.They are

indeed the- shades of darkness on the “centres of light“ '

a?g Yet amidst it all students in Krishnamurti—

schools daily qather‘in the mornlnj-assemblies oha“:‘

Rg-Vedic hymns, sit under trees,even dare to preserve l

- snakes in the campus(at Rishi valley) zThey look_at

the setting sun, the evenlnq sky.sinag chorus on the .
rocky.valley;Uslike many other schools,students
there . learn to live in communion with the nature.

[ B I BT
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