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Chapter 5 S .v;g_

THE FROBLEM OF‘VIOLBNCE

.o.human beings are outwardly educated,

cultured,clever,but inwardly,they are violent, .
Unless that arimal 'lnstinct is fundamentally

_changed,whatever the outward circumstances are. .

the' inward always. overcomes the outer. .

Education is the chanoc_ of the innerman.65
" = J. Krishnamurti

What 1s Violence s

© Violence is a fact of 1ife.It s neither a
theory nor a myth When it occurs.an individual is B
turbulent within and without This within asnect of |
a man is far more stronger than without .because-the

former often dominates the latter.The outward

eYhibitiOn is a mere explosion of ‘the “inward’ state.;ﬂr
L Violence,individually-speakinn,is‘a movementh
in: the mind in a- seareh for order amidst the
elements of disorder However the ways 1t(mind) has
sofar taken have found to be limited and disturhino.;f'
- The search for order in disogders throuqh our known
we{s@have further createdndisorder(violence), |
becauee it has broujnt more-divisions.in our-percep-;f

-ti:o/n.‘of the fact of violence,and it adversely effact
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theicause,insteed‘of nacif?inc'violence,itvescelafi

. ted the fact innnany more subtle forﬁs‘Now to;
‘aporoach violence ‘we need to co throuqh various :
:screens #of a theox.y and possibly loss in the wilder-'
‘.ness When violence itself is a fragmentation of our
'fconsciousness the traditional qays ‘further 11*ﬁg_'

fragments the flow.
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We are nearly all aware - about t‘ne eyistence
of violence in our individual 1ife.at least 1n the
surface.~1evel It appears in the -verymany ways -' ',
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' 'ie <pressive1y or in a vew subtle manner wearing ‘&e
,masks of culture or so. on.Whatever be its face - |
Icultured -or uncultured, "...any movement of the —w T~
in any direction,is the %ction of violence",‘,s;says _
_'Krishnamurt_i.So‘,-as long as I(}E) remains the cen'ter

- of ,indi\}:iduel thinking end, activityv,iri olence will ‘-
‘bound to‘remain.lt(violence) 1is an’lewistentiel’

issue,very deeper and complex.which cannot be resolved

L hy considering it superficially alone.A radical

transformation of mind. if it is possible at all.

may be. necessary

Howe'ver there ‘can be two different kinds of i

,violence,natural and R_gcholooical Sometimes we d

natural violence to live a normal and healthy liﬁ



Lbut the psycholoqical violence is the remembrances &
" or the . .memory of vfblence that we accumulate in )
ourselves consciously or unconsciously.which brings
1ives' degeneration in most cases.The first one we&s
do and forget,but the latter one we,carry with usJ;;

| 'In KrishnamUrti like in man& others, 'me' is:
‘said to be- the cause of many miseries.For “Self- ﬂ“
centred activities to ‘be agqressive,opposinv,resisel
ting,assertlng,all that makes for violence 67 yat
the total orientation of our preaent livin'; is M.,
Now the important questions are, whether it is possible
at all to abolish(dominate) ME, altoqether ? and

’whether a rigbt education can play a majore role in

this effect 2

- Violence is a prdblem,why t

- “As we live now.life.living,is a form of .. |
'violence".68 ach one of us has a particular purpose;,
an aim;a drive in life towards some or any. qoal.v.'
sut in tnezwordsuof.Krishnamurti,‘"The'life'of a ﬁaﬁ,

> é;Althougﬁ ¥
" this interpretation seems quite unconventional because

who has'afpurpose is bfeedinq violence"

it has taken the whole process of life under its fohi
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andleft very'little space of understending violence'r‘
in any other way. Krishnamurti as a policeman of the

' psycholoqy,never supports any difference of degrees*

A

in violence.There can only two choices available - y;{
. N \~ X
: violence or no . violence .and not many.The matter aﬁ

‘he sees, _

“You are either violent or: your mind is
devoid of violence wes you cannot be both Jg,

violent and devoid of violence et the same;_o;
“time ....Either'you are an‘honest men or es
disnonest mdn You can’ ‘never say %I am slightly
dishonest”. If you are “slijhtly dishonest“ it
only means that you have a dishonest mind.»‘

‘ . "The. degree of violence is unimport—*
i}ant The extent of violence does not alter the
fact that you are already suffering ‘Erom,; the

fever of violence.Sir.an wnvisible microscopicu

; : 'virus can cause a vast’ epidemic that kills ‘
P millions. Similarly,the tiniest bit of violenoe

] within you- could precipitate a world war. 70
50 there is a coanection,sees Krishnamurti between
violent livinj of an individual and a devestating
War.As he is very fond of sayinq, “You are the worhi

' and the world isyou 71.
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Violence 1n 1tse1f 18 always disorder and dest—
'mruction,which qoes contrary to mankind g - eternal
llonging forfpeace and‘happiness,hence it~is always
lalprdblem.Unfortunetely' “We are used to.a'society,--t

72
4is:based'either on narrog-uatioﬂalism or on welfare"‘

a morality,thaf is based on violence® .,Our-moralityf

of the maSses.or on«individualism,ﬁheybare moetlyﬁé
rooted in the ME So they serve as the elements to

oenerate violence.
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Here’we suffer from a contradictlon ~ we knowé.‘
,'that we are basically violent yet we take verious —
vicarious ways to endcviolence,which in a. way strengur-'A
thens violence.To clear it further,we make non-violeuce

: on;love our qoel and pursue ;hat<§oal t0~end.our'
violent state,which becomee:uonsensical;Because'thisﬁ,
apbrbach never directlystoucﬁes the sctuel»state ofl§x5A
violence thhin us. It merely adds ‘more - violence(of f}'t
~subtle kinds) in the flow,in the form of struggle and
conflict tnvolved in the process of: attalning(becomhmg)
1ove or non-violence etc.This approacn is like §pw

feedtng a monster ‘and at the sametime tryino to free

oneself from 1t.' ‘ ‘ _]'°'
From time immemorial violence thus remains a-

prdblenbfrom we always tried to meet it from anothers‘

TR
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-+ (theoretical) angle,and never dered~€oifaee one‘s{‘:{'
violence directly.The eiplosion‘of‘Violence Or'escge

" ping or ﬁnderstandinc it from theoreticaltangles"L;
could not sofar. abolish it(violence) from oneself.ff
Different ways nerely help to suppress violence in
different manners but it still remains,: It shows

‘its ugly head whenever necessary.

-Krishnamurti s aporoach to violence fv”': B s A
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ViOlL‘ce is a fact of 1ife It varies remark-j .
-ably from person to person in rejard to its warmth,“

| evtension and feeling.In a sense each case of_

siolence«is uniQue.So violence need to be feoed

direoflyzby theindividual who iS'underqoinn irzotnérf

' ﬁiseﬁmind:will create an ;maoe out of it and will |
haunt that lmaqe for ever, '

Krishnamurti thinks that there ‘should be
flowering of violence within,without the *nferfere-'
“nce of the mind in any way throuﬂh crit101ztng or
.condemning Only then it(violence) will automaticalky

'_wither away as a flower withers after its natural

floweringalnwflowering;vio&ence reveels Ltsfcomp;e%}f

»ity.In his.own words, ":..ln understariding - the




‘complewity,xu watching the COmpleyity,it teveals ['
someother: factor,and let- that blossom,so ‘that ’;f
everything is blossoming ;n you,npthing 1s d?ﬂiﬁdﬂv
nothing 1is suppressed'nothinq is controlled It is-
a tremendous education .73.In other words, this |
education 11es in facing #» one's inward facts of’
‘violence or so, with utmos% care and choiceless -
awareness.This inward activity of natural flcwering
'and witbering'away could not take place S0 long we
remain tagred to our ‘normal approaehes,which lies
in’exhibition,repfession;restrictiOn,nippinn the ;V
iwhole fact(cw violence) 1n th° Lud and so on.‘
. Krishnamurti took very 1itt1e interest‘in

~ the: commonly: held view that the element of violenoe_

- is innage to man like everyother animal From the "

.'primitive time onwards man live with violence So ff'

: man cenetivcally derived(if not nnnate) violence :?7
" from its evolutionary vrowth,and with it the prevai-
ling society with all sorts of competit101 oompari-
son and so on’ contriouted enormously in. the flow o
of violence.But whatever is genetically or. envircn;
mentally derived cannot be called innate (w iich lives :

'with the very *hysical existence),and the Buddha,‘; ’




fMahavira,Jesus'Christ are evamples of such human
‘beings who 1ived: without violence.Nevertheless,to

live a. hoxnal and healthy life natural violence

- (a1scussed above) which least disturbs%lndividual

'psychqlogical field as a memory 1mage te.may have

~a-place. ' v
The only way of facinj 1nner-viclence is

hdirectly and now,and that 15 neither thrcuqh any

.theory nor oy any analysil,nor by escapinq from it
"in any way,this may said to be the view of. Krishna-
murti.To hiu,violence is a movementuof energy which
get quiled in the'pfocess,uhlchvrequl?e‘to moveliui
‘aitqtally’different4di}ection oridimensiqn in'a life
of happiuess. : ' |
:Inl&iishnamurti;violence:cannofﬁbe‘a meane eo 
'a~happy orfpeaceful ena Setfar blbody:feVOIUtioOQEE

'as in France or in Ruseia or in China,they have}

undoubtedly brought reformations 1n their respective

v soclety but could not revolutionize man sasically.flf'
Without underestimating the value of those revolu-éiu'
tions a little,they actually brought peripheral
'changes but the essential strucﬁture of man(self-’ku:f
| orientation) which 7ives birth to disogderiremaingff

. A
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';unchanged So today there are ample’evidences to‘u7;.f;
-prove the validity of this c0ntention whén the _
recent dranatic political chanqes in the erstwhile.
Soyiet bloc countries can he closely observed.
~Psychologically or morally the .greater humahityf

- has made ‘a . very little prowress sofar..

3 When violence is a means,Krishnamurti thinks,
peace can only be a theoretical end:Real peace will y,
bound to elude use. “Violence begets more violencez;:
resistance only creates other forms of. distortion“‘?l’
For. Krishnamurti there is no aifference between B
the Means and the End ;end is merely an ewtentlcn
of means.The socalled peace out of murder and
mayhem is a mere semblance of peace: ;it is ‘a. peace_{,y'

over deathfield.

In: Krisnnamurti,violence has no opposite.

' .All opposites are intelle;:tually made Non-violenoe,

the mOSt holy word in the 1life and philosophy of
Mahatma uandhi has no. real hasis-as~an opposite'of*ﬁf-'
violence or:merely as an 1dea1 For non-violence s is
not a fact It has a 1asting value ! only when it
means 1ove or affection even then it,hecomes an '3;

1nappropriate use. It(non-violence) is a theory.a

e
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concept‘an escape. "When the real thing is violence'.

argues Krishnamurti, you are pretending there is"
non-vioclence. SO the brain cells seekout of this
incapactty to deal with violence,an ideal,and there— :
forerdiviESion follows and there is contradiction

and conflict.".. Only facts,and not ideas have

importance fci Krishhamurti.

Education & Violence H

¥We have been educated to. be violent.Our anhnal
nature and the activity of the human braln eth,are
violent and d;viding;we_all know this,“76 says;'
'KriShnamufﬁi.Present‘eduea%ion or education so far ¢
feeds and. breeds violence, for it 1ntreduces and‘
t:idgera aﬁbition;competteﬁtion and succe$s.These
affairs are by nature viclent .Our education is
thus a queer mixture of contfadictory aspirationS'Q

and activities : It may be out of a total iqnora-':

"nce ordcafelessness of the real nature of a man.”j 
‘Here preparation for as wel? as destructiqn of the§ '
happiness joes toqether,hand in hand.v- (.

' Tuday we occassxonally come across with iggfa\:'

.8uch appalling 1ncidents when unsucessful atudants
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comit suicide out 6f the.féar df,fading their :
ambiticus parents.Ambition has thds taken away tﬁe;
'place ofveducafionWe can ﬁake anotﬁer evample,
Eritishers are often said as_educafed_and disciplir
ded lots,but the severgi spate of football-hooliga—
‘nism and éssociated.prinég'in':ecent years particul-
arly in Ehjland tdok many 1ive€ ahd méde moékery '
‘of all gaﬁcatian'and discipline.

It is therefore a fact that éducation»
sofar could not abolish or iemarkably:decrease the
numbers of vioiénce in any WayfRather it'has helped ‘
o diversify violence in very many ways in our daily

lives.Its appearances have merely dﬁanqed but the,:

' .essence(confiict & disorder) remains the same.

Krishnamurti dbserved; "oes human beings are outwar-i

. dly educated cultured,clever,but inwardly,t“ey ara

- violent.Unless that aﬁimal_lnstlnct is fundament-:a

ally chanqedrﬁhatévér thevoutward circﬁmstances

are, the iﬁward always overcomes the outer®; And for.

him, 'Education is the chan7te .of the innerman® ..
This innerman implies the conflict ridden

‘mind of the present human.kind.To overcome this

conflict,which is necessary for a héppy-Jiving,‘



_there'should be no euppression,lihitation or reé-J{
trictioﬁ witehin His education will. make children ‘
reali7e that,and also brought them under a
harmonous development of. mind-heart and bodyoLlfe
‘is a total p;ocess,thinks Krishnamurti,and that
should be<understeodf totally.Eaucation'is.a way.
.to that total understanding. - _

Self understanding is the only way of
adolishinq violence iself is erressed onlv in 1:
“various reiationswips.So Krishnamurti eﬁvised
children: to be attentive in their various relation~.
’ships which leads to the understandinq of ‘the _E '

complex functionings of the self(eqo).Attentiong

as he thinks is ‘an enormous 1eam1ng by which
:many of our drosses(superficialities) in relation-..
ship drop and a radlcal chanae ofbehaviour takes

}place.For e:tample,when a child(man) understands .
Outfof'clqse attention;tﬁe utter. 1rrétieﬁality

. .(in respect of ‘t:uruth) "gof many ;Jf' eu;:' ..daily- 'be'hax'ri?
eers-e.g.”worshippihg idols, joing to temples,
mosques ete.,his‘relationSEib with ail the§e”w111ei?”

1.

bound to undergo a deep change.
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gpgarent'flaws-in Krishnamurti's Apgroach-é

it can be asked that the affair of facing
'lviolence directly as a. fact of life and helping itl
to flower within(according to Krishnamurti) is E |
lsomethlng which is not- very easy to conceive of.
'Because durinjg v1olence there 1s no difference
between the observer and tne observed i,e. the
:dbservervhimself becomes totally identiffed wit:
vioIence.Then'ﬁe ie.violence himself.At,that'hcnr;
whol will observe whom ? ObserVation of violence.
can only be possible after the subsidence of the
mainflow i,e. a few moments after the peak period, '
and;thenlobserving(looking) to that(fact of violence}
will become a sheer.intellectual affair-— attending

. . & N R
only the memories of violence.As if one vecomes: ii .

aware of the thief when he has left the house.
‘However each and every case of - violence
cannot be said to be equally explosivessome of then o
are of much smaller intensity and that can be easily-
observed.An inner flow of violence which is qradua- '
11y ebbing out can also be looked into becauae . '
 essentially violence are of the same- quality,they
differ only in intensity In Krishnamurti there 18 |

‘nothing over and above the observer(thinker),as



A something permanent.‘"Thought creates the thinker,
tnouqht is alwuys seeking a. permanent state .seeing
its own state of transition,of fluyw, of impermanence ,
'thouqht'creates-an entit?'which_it calls the thinke r,
f the"A'tman tYE~Paramatman,the sox.il--4 a hiaher: “and
nhiqher security. 77 This very understanding leads A
one heyond self division and violence."
Secondly;facinq-violence inwardly in oneSelf.
is- onethin} and facing outward violence is quite L
' another,which has got its own independent exhistenoe.:f
y killing ‘and- arson outside does not care for my s
individual Opinion.So how to cope with the external
violence ? | ‘ |
. Por. Krishnamurti, "You are thefworid and_ths'vfh
world is‘You“,the totaliworidéaffairﬁéoes parallekf_‘
| with’dne's;psychoiogical state-It is throuch re1a££4%;*
Onship one is related to as well as effectino the
activity of the world every now and then.A man of
love who has no violence within.creates a different
pattern of" relationship.For”love v'is a state of sl
78°
Thirdlv,xrishnamurti in his long years of

', being in w}“ich all man's problems are resolved‘

teachinqs gave importance to the fundamental transf-

 ormation of man ; Dut’ thevchanjes'that have ‘been -
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aoccured to man-— in the demands as well as in the
‘patterns of life, through great revolutions should '
not. be undervalued in anyway.Those chanqes(revolu-i’
tions) have actually made men aware of - themselves

— their individual uniqueness,potentialitles and
‘dignity .Furthermore,Krishnamrti himself in his

life time visitled and talked mostiy11ﬁ4£hé B
_deﬁocratlc countries.Howerer;he never decried'a'ny'.E |
peripheraltchange‘in human hehaﬁiour,e,q. where ‘;%
violence and tyranny has decreaeed sufficiently,

as something nonsense.To him they are only

»_reformatiohs and reve hotqgegglgtigggaThere can be -
only revOlution when.the mankind is redlcallf |
.transformed then that will also serve as a halt: to
all kinds of violent behaviours.
Education to cope with- individual violence :
altoqether i3 indeed a most difflcult task,which
'hneeds the cooperation of parents,teachers and the f
children.It requires entirely a dlfferent environ-i7‘
.ment and a deeper understandin of the utter

hapless state of our exlstence,particularly amoag

3o
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the educators of the children, it also requires one sfp'

;longing for truth.otherwise there 1is every poesibi* '
1ity of it becoming ‘a failure Krishnamurti s §
teachincs on education is 'a pointer towards that

1ndividual and collective challenge. g




